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How Would You Change Your Life? 

HERE is A GAME that you can play by your
self: Imagine that you have fallen heir 
to, or otherwise acquired, a large sum 

of money. Ask yourself what you would do with 
this great wealth. What would you buy? How 
would you change your life? 

Such a game can mean more to you than any 
other game you ever played. It can do two 
things for you: determine what is unsatisfac
tory in your present way of life and start you to
ward a new fullness of life. 

The extent to which you would change your 
life if you could is a good measure of what is 
lacking in your life today—or of what you 
think is lacking in it. If a large sum of money 
would lead you to new surroundings, new 
friends, a new career, you are obviously dissat
isfied with your present job, the place where 
you live, or your associates. If, on the other 
hand, sudden wealth would mean a larger, 
fuller measure of the pleasures of life that you 
already know, then you are probably happy with 
your present lot and wish only to improve it, as 
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most of us do. This is only "divine discontent." 
Of course, it is not always money that we 

need; great wealth in itself will not necessarily 
make our dreams come true. But it is good for 
us to know just how our lives "miss the mark" 
—and even the happiest of us realize and ad
mit that there is always room for improvement. 
As one writer puts it, "It is right to be con
tented with what we have, never with what we 
are." One's progress toward perfection draws 
him ever onward and keeps him from a smug 
feeling of self-satisfaction. We enjoy life, yet 
we know that there is always something finer in 
store for us. And often a conscientious self-
appraisal is necessary, so that we may keep alive 
the "divine discontent" that draws us on. 

When we know what we lack we begin to 
know what we want. Once we have realized 
what is missing, we can determine what is nec
essary to fill in the blank spaces. The two proc
esses—acknowledging our lack and determin
ing what will supply this lack—are interlocked. 
That is why this imagining game is of such 
practical value to us. In showing us what we 
want to make our lives fuller, it is in itself the 
first step toward fuller living. 

How Would You Change Your Life? 7 

Wanting is a powerful emotion. In the Bible 
it is called "desire," and the writer of The 
Proverbs says, "When the desire cometh, it is a 
tree of life." It is necessary, however, for us to 
distinguish between wanting and wishing. 
Wishing is not wanting; wishing is an idle, 
usually unproductive emotion. Wanting is a 
strong, active emotion. Doing is part of want
ing. If we truly want, we act. Wanting is so 
powerful that it produces action. 

The first step in making our wanting an ac
tive thing (after we have recognized that there 
is a need to be filled) is to acknowledge the 
source from which the object of our desire will 
come. That is to say, we turn to God in prayer. 
We know that whatever we want God can sup
ply—and will, if we express our wanting prop
erly. Since God is ever conscious of our needs 
and desires, He does not need to be told what 
we want, nor does He expect us to beg for any
thing. The purpose of our prayer is to acknowl
edge our unity with Him and His all-sufficiency, 
to create within ourselves a consciousness that 
will act to manifest what we want. 

After we take this first step of affirmative 
prayer, the other steps follow in natural pro-
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gression. We do that which we should do. We 
know instinctively which course to take and 
what action to initiate. We need not worry 
about what should be done. When we have 
"cleared" our minds through prayer and made 
our human intellect a willing, useful tool for 
the expression of God's ideas, He occupies our 
minds. He tells us what to do. It is as simple as 
that. 

The technique is not important; it is the 
wanting that is vital. This is why it is sometimes 
helpful to let the imagination play with a seem
ingly frivolous subject such as "What would I 
do if I were wealthy?" Such imaginative play 
reminds us of what we want, and when we are 
reminded we can revaluate our list of wants and 
decide which are worthy and which are un
worthy, and—if we are wise—decide to con
centrate on wanting the worthy. 

We get what we want. This is a simple, 
powerful statement and, in truth, a two-edged 
sword. We get what we want, and because we 
have been given freedom of will, we are not 
limited to wanting only what is best for us to 
have. That is why it is always wise for us to 
want our highest good rather than a specific 

How Would You Change Your Life? 9 

outcome in any given situation. We may think 
that a certain possession or a specific goal will 
bring us true happiness, but we do not see all 
the factors involved. Sometimes our attaining 
just what we want does not bring us happiness. 
It may even bring unhappiness. We are not 
guaranteed happiness with the achievement of 
our human desires; but God promises us hap
piness if we are wise enough to leave the form 
of our good, and the channels through which 
it comes, to Him. He always knows what is best 
for us, and if we truly want our highest good, 
we can have it. 

Concentration is an essential element of 
wanting. Since we attain what we want through 
the action of a divine force, it is easy to under
stand the importance of using all of this force. 
Any force can be dispersed or "spread thin" 
until it is weak and relatively ineffective. God's 
force, which we use in getting what we want, 
has infinite power, but its power in our lives is 
only as effective as our application of it. We 
can let the sun's rays shine in through a wide 
window and raise the temperature of the room 
a bit, or we can concentrate the rays through a 
magnifying glass and produce a burning flame. 
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Prayer is the magnifying glass we need for our 
wants; it enables us to concentrate our desire so 
that it possesses burning, manifesting power. 

An important part of creative wanting is a 
strong, active faith in the power of our wanting. 
We must know, and not merely hope, that God 
is granting that which we want. There are vari
ous ways of cultivating such a faith. One of the 
best ways is that of thanksgiving. When we 
pray, if we earnestly and sincerely offer thanks 
for the good that God has given us in the past 
and for the present manifestation of the good 
that we want, the very act of thanksgiving tends 
to build up and strengthen our faith. To be 
grateful for present good is to open the door to 
future good. 

Another effective method of developing 
faith is to act as if that which we desire is al
ready ours. If we believe that living in a new 
home would make possible more gracious liv
ing, we can demonstrate our faith by making a 
conscious effort to live more graciously right 
where we are. Many of the benefits that we 
visualize in some desired situation are actually 
available to us in our present situation and our 
making use of those benefits while we continue 

How Would You Change Your Life? 11 

to want greater good helps to strengthen our 
faith. Combine a high faith with a strong de
sire. This is the formula for achievement. 

When we really want something and ask 
God for it we receive what we want. The result 
is positive, if the desire is strong enough. If 
what we want fails to come through one chan
nel, it will come through another—but come it 
will, because we have within ourselves the un
limited power to achieve and obtain. 

The secret, if secret there be, lies in acknowl
edging the divine power of the Christ Mind 
within us. Every condition that appears in our 
lives, favorable or otherwise, is a result, direct 
or indirect, of the power of the Christ Mind. 
Favorable conditions are the effect of the power 
of the Christ Mind at work; unfavorable condi
tions are the effect of mortal mind, which was 
able to act because we were not actively expres
sing the Christ power. 

The successful life, the full life is one that 
has been awakened to constant consciousness of 
Christ. When we live such a life we can go to 
Him in perfect confidence for our good. And 
when we have manifested this good we can go 
to Him for something still better. He can, and 
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always will, give us something better. He will 
do whatever we wish to have done, if we abide 
in God consciousness. 

But He is never deceived. He always knows 
whether we actually want a certain thing, or 
only think we want it. True desire is a living, 
creating force that we know because we are 
aware of its action within us. Each of us can re
call his attainment of some particular goal— 
how his wanting some object or condition 
seemed to drive every other thought from his 
mind until at last, what he desired was achieved. 

We have only as much as we have asked 
God to give us. We will have what we now 
have, and no more, as long as we do not ask 
God for more. But we can have more—as much 
as our highest aspiration can pictures—when we 
go to Him in positive prayer and ask Him to 
give us our desires. 

I once read a simple explanation, by a meta
physical writer, that proved of lasting worth to 
me in learning how to achieve what I wanted. 
Perhaps this writer's conception will be helpful 
to you, too. 

He said, in effect, that man's mind may be 
thought of as immense streams of force, mov-

How Would You Change Your Life? 13 

ing in concentric circles. The outer circles are 
the conscious, human mentality upon which are 
impressed the waking thoughts of daily life. 
Within, at the center of these circling forces, is 
the superconscious mind, the very core of force, 
the Christ dwelling in us. 

The casual thoughts that we think affect 
only the outer circles of the human mind. But 
when we want something deeply—when our 
desire is genuine and strong enough—we touch 
not only the outer circles but the inner core as 
well. It is at such moments—when desire for 
our good is strongest within us—that we are in 
direct contact with God, that we touch Him and 
bring His power into action in our outer lives. 

Most of us touch the inner mind, the Christ 
Mind, only at intervals when our desire and 
faith produce a combination strong enough to 
press through the outer circles of mere human 
wishing. But it is possible to be in constant 
touch with the limitless powers of the super-
conscious mind. The strong mind is the mind 
that is in such close contact with the Christ 
Mind that its limitless powers can be felt at any 
time. Jesus demonstrated the power of such a 
mind when He performed His mighty works. 
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We can demonstrate wonderful results in our 
lives when we, too, learn to be at one with the 
Christ in us. 

There is no limit to the good we can claim. 
But we can claim our good only as we develop 
our ability to accept and use it. That is why con
centration is such an important part of wanting. 
Mere formless wanting or a vague, haphaz
ard wishing for something—anything—accom
plishes little. In any situation, results are ac
complished by our concentrating all our want
ing on our highest good. Once this good is at
tained, we proceed to concentrate on another 
situation, and so on. This is true progress: con
centrating the whole of our desire upon con
tinuous advancement. To move forward, we 
must advance in the present; and if we continue 
to move forward, we will reach any goal we 
may have in view. 

How would you change your life? It is up 
to you. 

Act of Faith 

HAVING DECIDED that you do want to 
change your life, and having made up 
your mind as to how you want to 

change your life, what next? Of course you will 
begin with prayer, and that is right. But sup
pose the change you expect, the demonstration 
you want, is not immediately forthcoming. 
What can you do to "get things moving"? 

A certain woman and her husband, having 
moved to a city in a western state, desired to sell 
their property in Pennsylvania. They prayed for 
a buyer, but seemingly without results. "It 
seemed we just could not find even a 'looker,' " 
the woman related, "and we did feel discour
aged. 

"One day, as I was working about the house, 
I kept thinking of the property in Pennsylvania 
and wondering why our prayers were not an
swered. Suddenly it seemed as if a voice said, 
'You will never sell the house in Pennsylvania 
until you release the keys.' 

"I was startled, because that 'key release' 
matter was so true. Many times I had started to 

15 
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take the keys from my key ring, and for some 
reason—I do not know why—I just closed the 
key ring and the keys remained on it. I immedi
ately went upstairs, took the keys from the ring, 
blessed them and the house, and mentally 
turned the keys over to the new owner. 

"Two days later we received a call from our 
real-estate agent saying he had a buyer. He sent 
the papers to us the next day." 

Frequently in our demonstrations there 
seems to be required of us some concrete act, 
some forthright mental decision, some tangible 
evidence of faith. We affirm prayerfully and 
(we believe) in faith—but the desired results 
are not manifested until we take some step in 
the outer that demonstrates our faith. Does God 
require such evidence of our faith? No; we 
ourselves require the evidence. 

The "act of faith" is often an apparently 
trivial thing, as in the case of the woman re
moving the house keys from her key ring. But 
it is trivial only in its outer appearance; in its 
effect, its importance to one's demonstration, it 
is tremendous. Because it is the key that unlocks 
the door, the spark that touches off the flame. It 
is the missing link, the final step by which we 
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achieve the desired results, and find our good. 
Every one of us wants to make the power of 

God felt in his life. Studying Truth, learning 
what God can do for us, is not enough; we 
want to experience it individually. So we set out 
to work with Truth in some matter of health, 
harmony, or supply. "What one has, one ought 
to use," Cicero counseled, and we agree. 
"Heaven never helps the men who will not act," 
we are reminded, and we resolve to act in faith. 

But resolution is not enough. Before we can 
act in faith, there must be an act of faith. For 
many, the act of faith is a commonplace thing. 
If you want someone whom you like to like you, 
so that there will be greater harmony and happi
ness, you show your liking for that particular 
person. That is an act of faith; it is taking a 
practical step that demonstrates your faith. 

Suppose you are driving along a busy street, 
and you desire more harmony, more good will 
in your affairs during the day. You perform 
some act of faith, sometimes not even realizing 
that you are doing so. Perhaps you see another 
car at the intersection ahead, waiting to edge 
into the steady stream of traffic; you signal to 
the drivers behind that you intend to stop, and 
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you halt long enough for the car at the inter
section to enter the traffic lane. The driver's 
smile and grateful wave are powerful factors 
that begin to work at once to make your day 
brighter and more cheerful. Your little act of 
courtesy is like a pebble dropped in a pool; it 
radiates ever-widening circles of harmony and 
cheer throughout the day. 

In most cases, the act of faith that "triggers" 
our demonstration is the obvious thing, the ex
pected step. Wanting more love in our world, 
we put love into action in the basic area in 
which most people have a chance to practice 
love: courtesy. As busy as our lives and affairs 
usually are, we might have to wait a long time 
before the opportunity arose to tell another, "I 
love you and want to be your friend." But we 
can easily and quickly find an opportunity to 
show courtesy to another—even in such a small 
way as allowing his car to enter an intersection 
ahead of ours! 

On the other hand, failure to take the step 
may set up a barrier that keeps us from demon
strating what we want to demonstrate. 

"To do nought 
Is in itself almost an act," 

Act of Faith 19 

the poet warns. Discourtesy is more than the ab
sence of courtesy; it may be an act of denial. 
Discourtesy can overshadow a number of more 
significant aspects of character; if, seeing the 
driver waiting to enter the intersection, I step 
on the accelerator and hurry on, muttering, "Let 
him wait his turn!" then I begin to harden my 
heart against my fellow men for the rest of the 
day. 

In some instances, when we pray and seek 
earnestly for a demonstration that does not 
come, we may need to perform some unusual 
act of faith. In such cases, God tells us just what 
to do, if we become still and listen for His ad
vice. Myrtle Fillmore relates this experience 
from her own life: 

"There was one time, when, with the small 
children to care for, the household duties fell 
upon me, I felt the old familiar heaviness, pain, 
the smothering in chest and the aching all 
through the body which for me meant pneu
monia. I do not know why I felt that I should 
throw myself into the housecleaning with all 
the strength I could muster. But that is just what 
I did. I went upstairs, swept room after room 
. . . with windows wide open and perspiration 
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flowing. I noted that I began to feel relaxed, 
and to breathe easier. I kept holding that God, 
my Father, was my health and strength. The 
result was that I did not have pneumonia." 

And Mrs. Fillmore goes on to add, "How
ever, I am not advising that others take this as 
a suggestion in the treatment of such appear
ances!" Of course not! In her particular case, 
what she felt led to do was the "act of faith" 
needed to bring about the cleansing she sought. 
Probably you and I will never feel led to per
form just that particular act of faith. But each 
of us has some act of faith to perform when
ever we expect our faith to manifest healing, 
abundance, or harmony. 

In the matter of prosperity, God has sug
gested an act of faith that each one of us can 
perform, and He says plainly that He means for 
us to use it to "prove" that He is all-good, the 
source of all our supply. It is the practice of 
tithing, and there is no end to the testimonials 
of abundant supply from those who have found 
that tithing does indeed provide the "act of 
faith" that is necessary to bring prosperity. 

A friend related her experience in tithing. 
"For a long, long time," she said, "I have 

Act of Faith 21 

wanted to tithe but I felt that I could not be
cause my salary was not adequate. Then, a few 
months ago, I suddenly felt that I must tithe, 
because I was doing so little to help further 
God's kingdom. I still did not feel that some 
miracle would cause my bills to be paid if I 
tithed, because my 'reasoning' told me that if I 
deducted ten per cent from my salary, that 
would leave ten per cent less to pay on bills. 
However, I felt I could no longer go on cheat
ing God. 

"The first month I tithed, I could not pay all 
of my bills, but I still felt a tremendous surge 
of happiness from knowing that I finally had 
had the courage to take the first step. I did not 
suddenly find that I had more money in my 
purse than usual; I did not expect that. But last 
month, for the first time in almost two years, I 
met all my current financial obligations—and 
that, after a wonderful vacation (the first in 
many years) and buying school clothes for my 
two girls. 

"Also, my older girl takes piano lessons, and 
she has longed for a piano on which to practice. 
I worried and felt unhappy because I could not 
get her one. Then one day I realized that God 
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wanted her musical talent to develop, and He 
would see that she had a piano. And He did. 
A woman sold her home and did not wish to 
have the bother of moving her old piano, so she 
was happy to sell it to me at an unbelievably 
low price. Even at the low price, I supposed 
that paying for the piano would require some 
sacrifice, but somehow everything was taken 
care of without any financial sacrifice. It is all 
so wonderful that I feel inadequate to tell about 
it, but I am sure you understand." 

Did our friend invoke some magical power, 
touch some supernatural source of supply, by 
beginning to tithe? Not at all. Wisely, she did 
not expect a miracle to take place—and no mir
acle did take place. Tithing expanded and up
lifted her own consciousness of God's infinite 
supply, supply that was lawfully and naturally 
hers to share—so there was no room in her 
mind for lack, and, consequently, no place for 
lack in her life and affairs. Is tithing a re
quired step in demonstrating prosperity? Per
haps not; but for our friend, it proved to be the 
"act of faith" that overcame lack after two 
years of being unable to meet her obligations. 

If you are experiencing any degree of lack 
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in your life and affairs, would it not be worth 
while to test for yourself God's law of prosper
ity, by accepting His invitation to tithe? 

"Prove all things," wrote Paul to the Thes-
salonians. "Prove all things" might indeed be a 
useful rule of life for each one of us, every day. 
Only that which is proved becomes a working 
part of our lives. Theories are interesting, but 
they are not very useful. Make principles of 
your theories, and your life will take on new 
force, new stability, new equilibrium. 

Find out for yourself what "act of faith" is 
necessary for your own demonstration. What
ever you seek to achieve?—health, abundance, 
happiness—you can achieve, if you have faith 
that you can. If you are not achieving, it is be
cause your faith is not yet strong enough. But 
you can strengthen your faith, you can invest it 
with substance. 

Prayer is of course the first and ultimate step 
to greater faith. Often prayer will reveal to you 
that there is some tangible evidence of faith that 
you can give by performing some simple act. 
Perhaps your act of faith will not be a physical 
act at all; it may be simply acceptance of a new 
understanding, a new comprehension that 
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flashes into your mind, bringing with it the per
fect solution to whatever problem you face. It 
may involve adopting a new attitude of mind 
toward your problem. 

Whatever act of faith is needed, prayer will 
reveal it to you—even if it is merely a new, 
surer way of affirming your good. Find out what 
the missing link in your chain of faith is. Then 
act—and see! 

When Your Ship Comes In 

I SUPPOSE THE saying, "I'll have plenty, 
when my ship comes in," is less common 
today than it once was, because the idea of 

good things arriving by ship is somewhat for
eign to most of us. It is a beautiful phrase, how
ever, and it does express a measure of faith. If 
you have ever spoken the words, or held them in 
your mind, you probably did not realize that 
you were sharing an idea once held by thou
sands of South Sea islanders. 

Throughout the islands of Melanesia—New 
Guinea, the Solomons, the New Hebrides—a 
religious phenomenon has been observed since 
the early nineteenth century, soon after white 
men first established permanent settlements 
there. Having had some years in which to ob
serve the white men and their ways, the natives 
of the islands came to the conclusion that the 
Europeans had access to a powerful form of 
magic. 

It seemed apparent to the superstitious is
landers that the white men did no work; they 
merely wrote secret signs on pieces of paper, in 

25 
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return for which they were sent shiploads full 
of goods. The natives reasoned further that 
these goods were created for their benefit, in 
some far land; but the whites, who knew the 
"secret of the cargo," were able to intercept the 
ships before they reached the rightful owners. 

With these ideas in mind, the Melanesians 
formed what modern sociologists call the "car
go cults." These cults employed ritual imitation 
of European customs—their members dressing 
in European clothes, sitting around tables, pre
tending to write on scraps of paper—in the 
hope of capturing the white man's secret. Dur
ing World War II these rites included setting 
up imitation radio antennas of rope and bam
boo. Often the natives deliberately turned 
against their tribal religion, destroying live
stock, refusing to cultivate their fields, and so 
on, in the belief that this would bring them the 
secret of the cargo. 

I have seen men and women today—and so 
have you—who seem to regard God's abun
dance at the Melanesian natives regarded the 
shiploads of goods from over the sea. These 
contemporary "cargo cultists" are convinced 
that there is abundance for them, but they are 
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looking for magical methods of claiming their 
good. 

Probably most of us have wondered, at one 
time or another, if there were not some "secret 
teaching" that would enable us to touch and 
channel into our affairs the mighty power of 
God—some talisman, some enchanted phrase, 
that we could use to bring instantly into our 
lives all the health, wealth, and happiness we 
might desire. Such thoughts are not unusual; in
deed, when we first become aware of the infinite 
power of God, and when our eyes are first 
opened to the working of His power around us, 
we can hardly help feeling that some of the peo
ple we know have an "inside track" to His 
abundance. 

We see someone whose life is apparently 
filled with all the desires of his heart: a fine 
home, a handsome automobile, a lovely family, 
a full measure of happiness. We may say to our
selves: "Yes, he is a good man; but so am I. I 
believe in the goodness of God, too, and I try to 
follow His commandments. Yet I am not nearly 
as prosperous and happy as this fellow. Has he 
discovered a higher teaching that I do not yet 
know?" 
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Or perhaps, having a particular health prob
lem that we have not solved, we see or hear 
about a person who, facing a similar problem, 
was quickly victorious over it. And we may 
think (without envy or malice, without in any 
way wishing to deny him his good) : "If he can 
be healed so wonderfully, why can't I be 
healed? What secret does he know that I have 
not yet learned? What words has he used that 
I, too, might memorize and use, to claim my 
healing?" 

When such thoughts cross our mind, we 
are not to be condemned for thinking them, any 
more than the Melanesians are to be condemned 
for believing that the Europeans possessed some 
secret that enabled them to prosper without 
working. Even when we delight in another's 
good fortune, we desire to learn how we may 
claim a like portion of good for ourselves. Such 
desire is not envy or jealousy; it is God speaking 
to us, pushing us forward, urging us toward our 
good. 

However, the desire for good is never 
enough. To want abundance, or health, or har
mony, is the necessary first step toward achiev
ing our good; but it is only the first step. A pop-
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ular song several years ago contained the line, 
"Wishing will make it so." Sometimes we think 
it would be wonderful if this statement were 
true; but it is not true, and we realize, if we 
stop to think, that it is well that it is not true. 
Each of us fills his mind with so many wishes 
each day that, if they all came true, we would 
not know what to do with the things we re
ceived, the events that came to pass. No, wish
ing alone will not make it so—fortunately! 

Wishing—the desire for anything—is one 
of God's instruments in our lives; but, like any 
of God's instruments, it must be properly used 
if it is to bless us. Fire is an instrument of God; 
rightly used, it provides warmth, energy, illumi
nation for man's comfort and well-being. Im
properly used, it can injure, destroy, hinder 
man's progress. So it is with our wishes. 

Rightly used, as a first step toward achieve
ment, a wish is a powerful instrument to bring 
us closer to our good. Wrongly used, as an idle 
yearning or as an attempt to get something for 
nothing, a wish is a barrier between us and our 
good. If we see another's good fortune and, 
wishing that we could share it, keep our 
thoughts stubbornly on an imaginary secret 
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technique that we want to discover, we shall 
never progress beyond the wishing. 

The truth is that you and I know, right now, 
all that we need to know to claim our good. We 
may—and we should—continue to study and 
meditate on the teachings of Jesus Christ and on 
the many helpful interpretations of His truth by 
inspired teachers. Such continued study and 
meditation will be a source of increasing satis
faction and happiness, for it will bring us ever 
closer to the perfection of the Christ; but we 
need not wait for perfection, or near perfection, 
to begin to reach for and claim the good that 
God has for us right now. 

It is true that, as the Melanesian natives be
lieved, all the "goods" to be desired are already 
created, in "another land." Charles Fillmore re
ferred to this place as the "four-dimensional 
state of consciousness." "Everything is right 
here," he wrote, "all that ever was or ever could 
be, simply waiting to be brought forth into 
manifestation." 

However, as students of the Truth of God, 
we have access to powerful ideas and truths that 
the superstitious natives of the Pacific islands 
never heard of—so our responsibility for claim-
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ing our cargo of good is the greater. "We have 
discovered that there is within us a life force 
that can be quickened into greater activity by 
thinking," said Charles Fillmore, many years 
ago. You and I are certainly aware of this force 
within us; we have experienced its activity in 
our own affairs and seen its outworking in the 
affairs of others. Therefore we have a firm re
sponsibility to quicken this inner force and 
thereby bring into manifestation the good that 
we desire. If we sit idly by, wishing and yearn
ing, wondering what secret our more fortunate 
friends and associates have discovered but re
fusing to use the secret we already know, we 
shall achieve no more than the island natives 
did with their "cargo-cult" rites. 

If we do not make use of the knowledge of 
Truth we now have, we have only ourselves to 
blame if results fail to materialize. Probably 
you have known someone who, having observed 
the forms and rituals of Christian living for a 
period of time without getting the desired re
sults, gives up in despair, saying, "I can't win; 
this way of life isn't for me." 

Some of the early missionaries in the Mel
anesian islands attracted many local followers 
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who believed that by imitating the Europeans' 
ways and mannerisms they would learn the se
cret of the cargo. It is said that in one district of 
New Guinea, after some forty years of observ
ing the forms and rites of Christianity, without 
the desired results, the natives went in a body 
to the mission with a petition demanding that 
the cargo secret be revealed to them, because 
they had been so patient. They were indeed pa
tient—far more patient than most would-be fol
lowers of Jesus Christ!—but even their patience 
availed them nothing, for they sought simple, 
easy accomplishment without ever really under
standing what their teachers offered them. 

To you who search and yearn for a hidden 
teaching, a secret word, a magic talisman, the 
Jesus Christ teaching offers this single, power
ful word: Do. Jesus' teaching advises action at 
every point: "If any man would come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me." "Tend my sheep." "Let each man 
do according as he hath purposed in his heart." 
"Hereby we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and do his command
ments." And Jesus expressed the "higher teach
ing" of action in the Sermon on the Mount: 
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"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven." 

If you would learn and live, by Christianity's 
higher teaching, the technique of "doing," 
there are plenty of well-defined markers that 
you may follow. For instance, Charles Fillmore 
has set forth in his book Prosperity the exact 
steps by which you approach and achieve abun
dance. In condensed form, his teaching reads 
like this: 

"There is a law that governs the manifesta
tion of supply, and we may learn that law and 
apply it by mental determination and faith in 
the logical sequences of spiritual realities. . . . 
If we accept this as true, that we know the one 
law by an inner intelligence and that all other 
laws are secondary to it, we are in a position to 
get results, to demonstrate prosperity. . . . 

"The infinite, creative Mind has given to 
every one of us a key to the workings of this un
failing inner law. It is that everything we touch 
mentally or physically represents substance and 
that it is limited only by ourselves in our 
thought capacity. . . . We know what to do. We 
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don't have to pray or beg for God to give us 
anything. All we need do is to meditate quietly 
and affirm the presence and power of the great 
Giver of all, and then accept the gifts. To be 
true to the law is to stop looking to the without 
and to look within for supply. . . . 

"The conscious co-operation of man is nec
essary to the fullest results in the working of 
this law. You must use your talent, whatever it 
may be, in order to increase it. . . . Keep your 
eyes on the abundant inner reality and do not 
let the outer appearance cause you to falter." 

"Whatever you image yourself as doing, you 
can do." 

No one could call those words a secret 
teaching, for they are available to all who will 
read them. Yet they contain the key to the abun
dance of the universe—the key that you can 
turn to unlock God's great storehouse of good. 

Will you take the key, and use it? Will you 
claim for yourself and for those you love the 
cargo of abundance that God is ready to deliver 
from the infinite riches that already exist in Di
vine Mind? Already you believe that He has 
plenty of every good thing, that He loves you 
and wants you to partake of His good. It is only 
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a step further to claiming His good, demon
strating it in your own affairs. Why not take the 
step? 

Using God's law requires an individual be
ginning for each of us. We ourselves must 
make the journey from negative, limited living 
to a joyous, positive way of life; and the first 
step is the most important move we shall ever 
make. 

To do nothing because we can only do a 
little is the greatest of all mistakes. No matter 
how much we may think we believe in Jesus 
Christ and His way of life, no matter how often 
we may tell ourselves that we are going to use 
Christian principles, we progress only when we 
make a beginning. 

Above all, do not make the mistake of 
thinking that the simple technique God has set 
forth for our use is too simple, hence ineffec
tual. Do not waste time, thought power, and 
emotional energy in looking around God's way 
for a short cut, a magical path to your good. 

One writer, describing the sad results 
achieved by the Melanesian natives who sought 
for the cargo secret, says: "Sometimes they 
spend days sitting gazing at the horizon for a 
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glimpse of the long-awaited ship or airplane; 
sometimes they dance, pray and sing in mass 
congregations, becoming possessed and 'speak
ing with tongues.' But the cargo never comes." 

Your ship will come in only when you be
gin to live by the principles you now know to 
be true. You cannot claim the cargo by gazing 
at the horizon, or by imitating someone whose 
ship has already come in, or by using mechan
ically the forms and rites of religion. There is 
only one way to your good: the way of affirma
tion, demonstration, and acceptance. Wanting 
must be combined with doing; hoping must be 
combined with believing. And the wonderful 
truth is that you are already on the way; you 
know, therefore you are ready to do. 

You Can Have Everything 

Now YOU HAVE reached an important 
point—the point at which the question 
arises, "How much good will you ac

cept?" When we feel that we must accept what 
is at hand, we sometimes say that we will "make 
do." Probably the words were originally used 
only in connection with material things, but 
now there is frequently a tendency to use them 
in talking of ethical and spiritual principles: 
"Our community relations could be better, but 
for the present we'll make do with what we 
have," or "World peace is just a dream; we'll 
have to make the best of things as they are." 

Another familiar expression of the same 
sentiment is found in this often-quoted prayer: 
"Grant us courage to change what can be 

changed; 
Grant us patience to endure what cannot be 

changed; 
Grant us grace to know the one from the 

other." 
But the follower of Jesus Christ, trying to 

put to the fullest, best use the principles that He 
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taught, will find that this is a limiting, "sec
ond-best" philosophy of life. Only the first line 
can be adopted as a really useful guide for liv
ing: 

"Grant us courage to change what can be 
changed." That is an ideal prayer—for what
ever needs to be changed, can be changed. We 
have the Scriptural blueprint that God has fur
nished; we know that the necessary changes are 
possible, we know that the way to bring the 
changes about is through faithful, affirmative 
prayer. But often we feel the need for courage 
—courage to accept and act upon the infinite 
promises of God. We need courage to believe, 
and to hold to our belief in spite of limiting, 
discouraging appearances. 

"Patience to endure what cannot be 
changed"? Certainly the ability to endure is a 
virtue ("Behold, we call them blessed that en
dured," said James). But enduring is a passive 
virtue, a standing fast; it is most powerful when 
linked with active virtues that make possible 
the overcoming of negative conditions. A Chris
tian may sometimes encounter difficulties and 
problems that cannot be immediately resolved; 
however, such situations call not only for en-
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durance but also for persistence and patience— 
persistent effort, firm faith, patient confidence. 
Deliberately schooling oneself to "endure what 
cannot be changed" usually leads to resigned 
acceptance of unpleasant, inharmonious situa
tions. Such a habit brings on increasingly fre
quent use of such statements as "I guess I'll just 
have to make the best of things for the time be
ing." 

Oddly enough, those who know and use 
Truth are sometimes "prime offenders" in this 
respect. Many persons, discovering for the first 
time the power of Truth, are amazed at how it 
works for them in overcoming the particular 
problem that they are facing, of health, har
mony, or supply. But thereafter they believe 
that they are in some way limited in their ap
plication of the Christ principles. "I can affirm 
health, and demonstrate health, but I can't 
demonstrate prosperity in my affairs," one may 
say. "Oh, well, 'you can't have everything.' " 
Another may say, wistfully: "If only I could 
find healing! I've learned how to overcome lack, 
but I guess I'll just have to learn to live with 
my rheumatism." 

Does such a problem confront you ? Do you 
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feel that you must accept gratefully the measure 
of health or harmony or prosperity that you now 
have, and refrain from seeking more? Do you 
feel that you can work with the law successfully 
in one phase of its operation, but not in others ? 
Do you feel that you must "make do," that "you 
can't have everything"? Know, then, that there 
is no limit to the good you can have. How can 
you set a limit, where God has set none? God 
erects no walls around His storehouse of bless
ings. You can have everything! 

One man who found a simultaneous solu
tion for several problems that had been trou
bling him said, "God sent me prosperity, peace, 
and happiness, all rolled up in one bundle." 
Sometimes we are able to claim our good "in 
one bundle"; usually we progress step by step 
until divine order is established in our lives. 
Whatever the method, whatever the sequence 
of our overcoming, we can reach and retain full 
happiness, complete and harmonious adjust
ment. 

Paradoxically, sometimes our complete 
demonstration is delayed by our early achieve
ments. Coming into Truth, discovering for the 
first time how mighty and seemingly miraculous 
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are the workings of God's law, we may "let up" 
for a time. If we use the Christ principles in 
harmony with God's law to heal ourselves, we 
may say: "This is such a wonderful demonstra
tion that I'll just try to 'make do' financially. I 
need more money, but I haven't any right to 
ask God for anything else right now. I'll ac
cept my lot and hope for better things in the 
future." 

It is right and natural that we should be 
grateful for each blessing—but our gratitude 
and thanksgiving should never take the place of 
further affirmative prayer, further effort to 
achieve an even greater good. God does not re
quire that we stop after each demonstration and 
wait patiently for days, weeks, or months before 
claiming more of our good. If our ongoing 
were a matter of asking God for things, we 
might properly have some hesitation in entering 
one petition after another; but it is not a matter 
of asking. It is a matter of accepting, of claim
ing the good that God has already made avail
able for us. We do not request; we receive. 
Whenever we are ready, we receive. As we ac
cept more, still more is immediately "put to our 
credit." Our divine account builds up as we 
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draw upon it; there is never a shortage in our 
balance of good. 

When you comprehend this fully and clear
ly, it makes a difference in your life. It affects 
all that you do; it is reflected in every decision 
you make, every choice, every turning. Can you 
see the importance of understanding this prin
ciple of God's bestowing love here and now? 
Every day that you fail to understand it is a day 
lost. You can have everything, beginning right 
now—so why wait? 

"You will never be nearer to God through 
all eternity that you are at this moment," Em
met Fox once said. "As time passes, you will 
realize it more and more, that you will not be 
any nearer to Him that you are now. God will 
never love you more than He does now." 

You are progressing, no matter how much 
or how little you know of Truth. "Seek, and ye 
shall find." The very fact that you are reading 
these words is evidence that you are seeking. 
Whether you have been seeking for a year, or 
for an hour, you are better now than you were 
before. Your life has more of blessing, less of 
lack; more of health, less of ailing; more of 
harmony, less of unhappiness. You have moved 
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forward, you have stepped up, you have over
come. What lies ahead? 

What lies ahead depends upon what is at 
hand, and what you do with what is at hand. 
With every step you come to a new intersection; 
you can turn off the high road and dwell along 
the crossroad of leveled-off, static living, or you 
can go ahead to new good, new achievements. 
Are you ready to move ahead ? Are you willing 
to accept more good, to receive new wealth 
from God's storehouse? This, then, is your road 
map, your direction sheet: 

Be thankful. Gratefully acknowledge the 
divine source of your good; acknowledge it 
over and over; never forget it. God wants your 
constant thanksgiving, not for His sake, but for 
your sake. If you are thankful, you are aware of 
your Benefactor. As you cultivate this aware
ness, your perception of the greater good He 
has for you grows and expands. 

Use the good you have. Whatever blessings 
God has already bestowed upon you—health, 
wealth, friends, knowledge, talents—are meant 
to be used. He gives you nothing that is not use
ful; He has a divine reason for every good gift. 
Usually the usefulness of what you have re-
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ceived is apparent—if you have been prospered, 
there are countless ways for you to share your 
prosperity; if you are blessed with many 
friends, you will see many an opportunity to co
operate with these friends for some good pur
pose. Sometimes one of God's gifts may appear 
to be an individual blessing, for you alone; then 
it is up to you to find a way to share the bless
ing. There is always some way in which your 
good can be extended to others, can become a 
blessing for others too. 

Only by using your good can you prepare 
yourself to receive more good. This is practical 
Christianity! Learning to live for others is the 
best way to learn to live better oneself. "Unless 
you use for the service of others what God has 
already given to you, you will find it a long, 
weary road to spiritual understanding," says H. 
Emilie Cady. "We grow by using for others the 
light and knowledge we have." 

Put this technique to work today. Begin to 
use, consciously and deliberately, every good 
thing that God has given you. "Count your 
blessings, name them one by one"—and find a 
practical, helpful use for each one. As you do 
this, you will see new opportunities for help-
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fulness—and with each opportunity, new good 
will come to you. It is a continuous process, 
a channel that is kept open at God's end by 
your keeping it open at your end. 

Do not limit yourself, even in your thoughts. 
Do not allow yourself to believe, even for a 
moment, that the good you already have is as 
much as you deserve. You deserve the best! 

"Who believes that unlimited supply is the 
gift of God?" asks Richard Lynch. "Who has 
the firm conviction that this gift has been be
stowed upon him? Not one in a thousand. 
Every man is supplied according to the riches 
he has in mind. The demonstration of this sup
ply depends on how clearly he sees it and how 
persistently he thinks it. To some it comes as a 
swift revelation; others advance gradually to
ward the truth." 

Do not be sidetracked in your progress to
ward perfection; never let temporary setbacks 
or momentary discouragements deter you from 
the goal. Even hardships, seeming failures, are 
blessings in disguise—blessings whose useful
ness you are to discover and take advantage of, 
blessings you are to put to use in your life. 

This is not always an easy lesson to learn; 
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but once learned it is a doorway to infinite wis
dom. Browning described one who learned the 
lesson well, who found in every setback an im
petus to go ahead: 
"One who never turned his back but marched 

breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break, 
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, 

wrong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake." 
What do you want from life? How much 

good will you accept? In coping with life's 
problems, in seeking your good, what is your 
"best price"? That is the price life will pay. A 
poet has written of how she "bargained with 
life for a penny," and found that, keeping the 
bargain, "life would pay no more." Surely there 
is no greater tragedy than that of the one who 
says, after years of accepting "second best," 

"I worked for a menial's hire, 
Only to learn, dismayed, 

That any wage I had asked of life, 
Life would have paid." 

And a modern poet, Anita Raskin, has writ
ten in similar vein: 
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"Jones, beset by stress and strife, 
Begged this single boon of life: 
'Give me half a chance!' Know what? 
Half a chance was all he got!" 

You can have all the good you want. You 
can receive as much of God's good as you are 
willing to accept. You can know as much of 
prosperity, harmony, and health in your life as 
you will claim. Unless you limit yourself, there 
is no limit to what you can achieve. 

You can have everything! 
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Reach for Your Good 

ISN'T IT wonderful that Truth can be 
found in so many unexpected places?" 
my friend said. 

"I was reading a science-fiction magazine 
the other day," he went on, "and in one of the 
stories I found an expression of a Truth idea 
that is as effective as anything I've ever read in 
metaphysical literature. In fact, it made a few 
things clearer to me. The story was about a 
kindly, unschooled man, of foreign extraction, 
who had discovered for himself the power of 
his thoughts to change undesirable conditions. 
He healed wounds, brought unexpected wind
falls of money to needy persons, and otherwise 
'worked miracles.' But it was his explanation 
(in not-quite-perfect English) of how he was 
able to do these things that impressed me. He 
said, in the story: 

' 'Always I could see where beside this 
world is many other worlds, so many you could 
not count. To me is hard thing to understand 
that other people only see what is here. But 
then I learned also to reach, not with hands but 
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with mind. And where this world touches other 
world, I learned to turn up that little piece of 
it would be different. At first I did this without 
knowing, when I was very sick and frightened 
that I would die. Without knowing it I reached 
and turned, and suddenly, I was not sick. Doc
tor was not believing, and my mother prayed a 
long time, because she thought God saved my 
life by a miracle. 

" 'Then I learned I could do it. When I 
learned badly in school or if something else I 
would not like would happen, I could reach 
and turn, and change it. Little by little, I was 
changing pieces of world.' 

"Of course this man's associates could not 
understand what he told them. So he explained 
further: 'Look. From time God made the 
world, if a thing was possible, it must happen. 
Right ? Because otherwise it would not be God. 
. . . If a thing is possible, somewhere it happens. 
It must happen, otherwise God is not God.' 

"Well, there was a lot more to the story, of 
course, but that was the part that impressed 
me. It sounds so much like what I've read in 
Truth literature—that all the good we can im
agine already exists, and all we have to do is 
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demonstrate it. The little man's explanation 
sounds logical, doesn't it?" 

Perhaps. Certainly we can agree that the 
writer of imaginative fiction is, like each of us, 
thinking God's thoughts after Him. And surely 
the idea of "other worlds" is not entirely new to 
us. Even those whose religious beliefs are alto
gether orthodox touch upon this idea when they 
think of heaven; and Jesus Christ might have 
been suggesting a similar idea when He told 
the disciples: "In my Father's house are many 
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place for you." 

But we need not go to fiction to become 
acquainted with this powerful, useful idea of 
other worlds to which we can, if we know how, 
turn for whatever this world seems to lack. 
More than a quarter of a century ago Charles 
Fillmore wrote: "The new Christianity claims 
that Jesus Christ understood the real character 
of space and ether as taught by science and that 
it is the home of a great and mighty life and 
intelligence that brought man and the universe 
into manifestation. Instead of fighting modern 
science the new Christianity welcomes its dis
coveries as proofs of the veritable existence of 
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the kingdom of the heavens that Jesus taught 
so persistently." 

The existence of the "interpenetrating 
ether" surrounding us, a realm of ideas that we 
can claim and make manifest, was often em
phasized by Mr. Fillmore and other inspired 
teachers. Today the scientists are divided in 
their academic acceptance of this idea of the 
ether. Sir Arthur Eddington said that about 
half the leading physicists assert that the ether 
exists and the other half deny its existence, but, 
in his words, "both parties mean exactly the 
same thing, and are divided only by words." 

This is something we should keep firmly in 
mind: our varying concepts of the ether, or 
heaven, or "other worlds," need not divide us 
in our acceptance of Truth. Some such idea is 
basic to all mankind. The better we understand 
the character of God and the nature of His 
world of "many mansions," the more unself
ishly will we exercise the power that God has 
given us to use. 

Since it is often helpful to try thinking along 
new lines, let your mind consider now this idea 
that all the good you want—health, abundance, 
peace, security—exists already, in another phase 
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of God's universe (in the ether that surrounds 
us). If you believe, as you surely do, that God 
is omnipotent and omnipresent, and all good, 
then it is not too difficult to accept the idea that 
He can create whatever good you desire. But 
you would not expect Him to upset the physical 
universe just to bring about a specific result, 
no matter how desirable that result might be; 
so, it would seem, the explanation must lie in 
the existence of a realm, a mind realm, where 
all good already exists, awaiting man's claiming. 

Charles Fillmore said: "All persons in rare 
moments catch glimpses of this creative plan 
as a whole, and of man's importance in its 
beauty and perfection. But this subject is so 
deep and so far-reaching that it can be realized 
in small degree only by those who have de
veloped spiritual sight and feeling, and prac
tice thinking in the fourth dimension, or the 
kingdom of God." 

Do not let yourself be confused by unfa
miliar words or ideas; if words such as ether 
and fourth dimension create puzzling images 
in your mind, use instead the simplest name 
you can think of for this other realm. Perhaps 
you will prefer to use Jesus' own name for it: 
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"the kingdom of the heavens," or the kingdom 
of God. Whatever you name it in your think
ing, its attributes are the same, and its poten
tialities as great, for you and for all mankind. 

Like the little man in the story my friend 
related, you have within you the power to 
"reach" within this perfect kingdom, and draw 
forth whatever good thing you need. If you de
sire healing, for yourself or for another, reach 
into God's kingdom for perfect health and 
wholeness of body and mind. If you need 
greater abundance, reach into God's kingdom 
and draw forth your supply from an inex
haustible storehouse of plenty. If your concern 
is for universal peace, reach into God's king
dom for the key to individual, community, and 
world harmony. 

Is it an easy thing to reach into God's king
dom for the good we desire ? No, it is not easy— 
but it can be done. It is something that can be 
learned, and practiced, and developed. Each 
of us is born with the inherent ability to reach 
and achieve his good, but each of us must learn 
for himself just how to do this. Why should 
this surprise us, or seem in any way unjust? A 
child is born with the inherent ability to play 
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the violin, but unless he studies and practices 
he does not become a violinist. 

Of course Jesus has given us specific in
structions for finding and reaching the kingdom 
of God. After He told the disciples that He was 
going into another mansion of His Father's 
house, Thomas complained, "Lord, we know 
not whither thou goest; how know we the way?" 
And Jesus answered: "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. . . . He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto 
the Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do . . . If ye shall ask anything 
in my name, that will I do." 

No leader, spiritual or temporal, has ever 
given his followers more precise instructions or 
more generous promises. And teachers of our 
own time have helped us greatly to understand 
and follow the instructions of Christ. Of the 
kingdom of the heavens, wherein all good ex
ists, Charles Fillmore wrote: 

"This inexhaustible mind substance is avail
able at all times and in all places to those who 
have learned to lay hold of it in consciousness. 
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The simplest, shortest, and most direct way of 
doing this was explained by Jesus when He 
said, 'Whosoever . . . shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that what he saith 
cometh to pass, he shall have it.' " 

' 'If ye shall ask anything of the Father, he 
will give it you in my name,' is a promise that 
none should ignore. If we need things and if 
they are necessary to our happiness, it is not 
sacrilegious to set into action this higher law 
in attaining them." 

It is, then, through intelligent use of our 
words and thoughts that we reach into God's 
kingdom of all good and lay hold on the par
ticular good we want. Through prayer—the 
faithful, understanding affirmation that God is 
good, and that our good is thus available to us 
—we achieve. "The spoken word carries vibra
tions through the universal ether, and also 
moves the intelligence inherent in every form, 
animate or inanimate. It has been discovered 
that even rocks and all minerals have life. . . . 
We should be speaking words of truth to every
thing, not only to mankind but to the mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms." Why should 
we hesitate to speak words of truth to the balky 
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automobile, the electric appliance that is "act
ing up," or the furnace that does not perform 
efficiently? The power of the word was given 
us to use! 

Do you seek healing, for yourself or for 
another? One teacher describes the way mind 
action enables you to reach into the perfection 
of God's kingdom and draw forth wholeness: 
"Whatever we mirror in our minds becomes a 
living, active thing, and through it we are con
nected with the world about us. Through the 
work of the imaging faculty, every thought 
makes a form, and multitudes of forms. . . . 
The imagination is really the author of these 
faculties; size, weight, form, color, and the like 
are its children. When it flashes its light into 
the cells that make up the organs, they at once 
respond to the thought, and out of substance 
visible and invisible make forms that corre
spond to the idea held in imagination," 

In reaching for health, then, we are to 
"image" health: we are to see the ailing one 
(ourself, or another) as completely well, whole, 
and free of every infirmity or pain or disease. 
When we do this, the very cells that make up 
the organs of the body respond to our thoughts 
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of health, and begin to form physical wholeness 
to replace illness or injury. How does this take 
place? I do not know, and neither do you; prob
ably no man knows. It is not necessary that we 
should know how; it is enough to know that 
such a process does take place, when we activate 
it with our prayer and our faith. 

Do you need greater abundance? Is the lack 
of money hampering your progress? Charles 
Fillmore taught: "The spiritual substance from 
which comes all visible wealth is never de
pleted. It is right with you all the time and re
sponds to your faith in it and your demands 
upon it. . . . The unfailing resource is always 
ready to give. It has no choice in the matter; it 
must give, for that is its nature. Pour your liv
ing words of faith into the omnipresent sub
stance, and you will be prospered though all 
the banks in the world close their doors." 

What we need to realize above all else is 
that God has provided for us—not that He will 
provide, but that He has provided. What we 
need, even the most minute need of our daily 
lives, is already provided. If we lack anything, 
it is because we are not using our minds to make 
contact with God-Mind; we are not reaching 
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into God's kingdom to draw forth and make 
manifest what we desire. 

If you believe this—and even if you cannot 
fully believe, but merely want to believe it— 
do not waste another moment. Begin right now 
to test these ideas for yourself. You need not 
take long courses of study, or wait until you 
attain spiritual perfection. You can begin where 
you are, right now. "Begin today to be a little 
more patient. Practice kindness. Be generous in 
thought and act. When you are tempted to lose 
your temper, say, 7 have a good temper.' Affirm 
your truthfulness under all circumstances. . . . 
Develop spiritual faith by believing in spiritual 
forces capable of accomplishing for you the 
seemingly impossible. Affirm a propitious out
come for everything you plan or do, and never 
admit failure in anything." 

To carry out such a course of action is not 
an impossible task to set before yourself, is it? 
Whatever your level of spiritual development, 
you want to believe that you can demonstrate 
the good that God has created for you. All you 
need to do at first is act as though you are able 
to do this. Such expectation, expressed in your 
thoughts, words, and actions, forms the founda-

Reach for Your Good 59 

tion for your growing faith—and day by day 
you will feel your reaching power developing 
and enlarging. 

It is not an overnight thing, this perfecting 
of the powers that God gave you; but it is won
derfully rewarding, and worth all the time and 
thought you can put into it. Do not forget, as 
you go about this vital work, that Jesus once 
said, "In your patience ye shall win your souls." 
Patience is an essential element in learning how 
best to reach into God's kingdom; and if you 
learn patience, you will find it much easier to 
learn the rest. 

The poet Robert Browning once wrote, 
"Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, 
Or what's a heaven for?" 

And to this we would say, "How true! Man's 
reach always exceeds his grasp—until he learns 
to reach into the kingdom of the heavens, where 
he can grasp and draw forth any good thing." 

Yes, you can reach and grasp and claim for 
your own whatever you need and want. Do not 
be afraid to begin. Do not hesitate to reach 
boldly and confidently. And do not worry about 
overreaching, or asking for too much. You can
not ask for or seek too much good; whatever 
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good thing your mind can conceive, you can 
achieve. You deserve whatever you can desire. 
God withholds nothing; there is plenty for all. 
"From the invisible currents of the inner ether, 
love will draw to man all that belongs to him; 
and all belongs to him that is required to make 
him happy and contented." 

Plan Ahead 

PERHAPS YOU have seen the little hu
morous card, on which is printed the 
two words "Plan Ahead." The card it

self is a ludicrous example of lack of planning; 
the printer has used such large type for the first 
word, and placed it so near the center of the 
card, that the word "Ahead" appears in several 
different type faces, each letter smaller than the 
one before it, almost running off the right side 
of the card! The point of the joke is apparent: 
had the printer measured the space to be filled 
before he began work, he could have set both 
words properly in a uniform, readable type 
face. 

Traditionally, we think of resolutions when 
the new year begins, and certainly new resolu
tions are helpful and effective. A resolution is, 
after all, a kind of prayer: a positive affirma
tion of spiritual growth. But carry your mental 
inventory a step beyond. Ask yourself this ques
tion: "Do I have a plan for my life?" 

An unhappy woman once summed up her 
frustration and failure in these words: "The 
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bottom has dropped out of all my faith. I'm 
tired of trying. I could accomplish so much 
more than I do, if I knew what it was I wanted 
to accomplish." 

It would hardly be possible to find a better 
summing-up of the importance of having a plan 
for one's life: "I could accomplish so much 
more than I do, if I knew what it was I wanted 
to accomplish." 

Once a friend attended a lecture given by 
an artist, who demonstrated his technique as he 
went along. Beginning with colored crayons, he 
gradually covered his canvas with what ap
peared to be a meaningless mixture of blobs 
and patches of color. Those in the audience 
could not comprehend at all what he was striv
ing to accomplish. But after talking and color
ing for twenty minutes or so, the artist made a 
few bold strokes, added some strong shadings, 
and quickly unified the whole mass of line and 
color. On the canvas there emerged a pleasing 
picture of an Indian, coming over the knoll of 
a hill, with a rifle across his arm, and a herd of 
buffalo in the distance. He had been following 
a plan, working toward a predetermined goal 
that he had set for himself, and at the proper 
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time he took the necessary steps to achieve the 
goal and complete the plan. 

The importance of setting goals is impressed 
upon us from childhood days; yet how many of 
us really set actual goals for ourselves ? Do we 
not, too often, hold in mind only hazy, vague 
wishes that we substitute for goals? 

Even though it is good to set goals early in 
life, it is never too late. And in some respects 
one who is mature has an advantage when it 
comes to setting goals and laying out future 
plans: he can add the wisdom of experience to 
his planning. 

Sometimes we become confused when we 
try to equate in our thinking God's will and 
our free will. We know that God has dominion 
over our affairs, that He guides us in all our liv
ing; and we know, too, that as sons of God we 
have free will to make our own plans and set 
our own goals. But this need not confuse us. 
Man, like most living creatures in the universe, 
chooses his pathway, while the overall direction 
of his ongoing is part of the orderly rhythm 
that governs all creation. Man plans his life, 
but if he plans it wisely he fits his life plan into 
God's master plan. 



64 Magnificent Decision 

Dr. Frank A. Brown Jr., noted professor of 
biological science at Northwestern University, 
says that "Living things inhabit a world replete 
with rhythms." Some of the examples of uni
versal rhythm and order that scientists have ob
served should serve as proof to the most skep
tical that a divine Intelligence governs our uni
verse—and that our plans can succeed only if 
we harmonize them with the orderly plan of 
that Intelligence. 

Scientists have observed, for instance, that 
if honeybees are fed sugar and water at a par
ticular place and time of day for a few days, 
they will continue to come back to the same 
place at the same time of day. They will even 
continue to return for several days when the 
food is no longer provided. But the bees will 
return only on a twenty-four-hour schedule. 
They cannot be taught to feed at, say, regular 
seventeen-hour intervals. Their learning proc
ess is part of the twenty-four-hour rhythm that 
governs their lives. 

More than two hundred years ago, scientists 
observed the "sleep-rhythm" of the bean plant, 
whose leaves drooped by night and were ele
vated by day. It was found that the plant fol-
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lowed the same orderly rhythm even when no 
light or temperature changes occurred (when 
it was kept in a lighted, temperature-controlled 
room, for example). 

For a long time it has been known that oys
ters open their shells regularly at the time of 
high tide. Recently a group of scientists began 
observing oysters in the coastal waters near New 
Haven; the oysters opened each day at the time 
of high tide off Connecticut. Then the scientists 
shipped the oysters to Evanston, Illinois (an in
land city), where other scientists continued to 
observe them. For about two weeks the oysters 
continued to open at the time of high tide in 
New Haven Harbor; then they changed their 
rhythm abruptly, exactly as if directed by a 
higher Intelligence, and each day they opened 
their shells three hours later—at the precise 
time of high tide in Evanston, if Evanston had 
a tide! 

Dr. Brown concludes that "the physical en
vironment of living things is organized tem
porally in terms of still unknown and highly 
pervasive forces." In Truth we might phrase 
it in this way: "Every part of God's creation is 
part of the orderly rhythm and plan of God's 
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universe, and subject to His divine laws." 
Oysters, bees, and bean plants, because they 

are not endowed by God with intelligence like 
that of man, live and move almost wholly as 
the "unknown and highly pervasive forces" of 
the universe direct. Man, favored by God with 
the universe's highest form of intelligence, 
given God's wonderful gift of free will and 
choice, has three alternatives: He may surrender 
his privilege of choice and drift lazily, like a 
vegetable, subject to the tugs and prods of in
stinct and chance; he may misuse his God-
given intelligence by setting up his own goals 
and plans while ignoring God; or he may com
bine intelligence and free will by planning his 
life carefully in harmony with God's master 
plan, as revealed through prayer. 

Even the most sincere person will experience 
disappointment and frustration if he tries to 
demonstrate his good without having some 
goal in mind. Look around you; look into your
self. Ask yourself what you expect to achieve 
in the months ahead. Do not be satisfied with a 
quick, glib answer: "I want to be more 
healthy." "I want more money." Define in your 
thinking just how you expect to demonstrate 
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health—as renewal of youthful vigor and 
wholeness and enthusiasm, perhaps, or as a 
complete casting out of all fear and apprehen
sion about some particular health problem that 
has worried you. Get a clear picture of what 
you expect in the way of abundance—a better 
home, perhaps, or a new car, or funds for a 
child's education. 

This is not "telling God what to do," be
cause in outlining your goals you will have 
clearly in mind your spiritual responsibility in 
working toward them. You will give strength 
and stability to each goal by adding, as you pic
ture it: "This or something better, Father." 
Such an attitude, if it is sincere, serves to inte
grate your plan perfectly with the master plan 
that God has for you. You then have a clear, 
specific goal to work toward, and you can begin 
your progress to it secure in the knowledge that 
you are working hand in hand with God. He 
will tell you, in unmistakable ways, when it is 
right to change your direction or your efforts; 
and He will lead you squarely to the goal you 
have set—"or something better." 

What is more, God has given you concise 
directions for getting started on your pathway: 
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"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might." Once you know what you are work
ing toward, there will be something at hand 
that you can do. Perhaps the task that will con
front you will seem to have no relation to the 
goal you have set—but that must not stop you 
from performing the task. 

A woman whom I shall call Edith Harper 
once lived in a small town, and the strong de
sire of her heart was to escape from that small 
town's "isolation." Her parents had not been 
able to send her to college, so she had only a 
high school education. Later, when she might 
have planned marriage and a new home in an
other place, her father passed on, leaving her 
invalid mother in Edith's care. After her 
mother's passing, Edith tried every avenue of 
escape; she studied by herself, she dreamed con
stantly of traveling, of finding new, exciting 
friends. 

Then one day a ragged, kindly-looking old 
man came to her kitchen door, begging for a 
meal. Edith gave him some food on a tray; and 
as he ate, he remarked, "I wonder if you know 
how blessed you are here in this quiet, restful 
little town. I wish I had realized how fortunate 
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I was once, in a town like this. But I couldn't 
stay put; I had to wander. I kept looking for 
something I never found. And look at me now: 
old, worn out, just a failure. I didn't find out 
until it was too late that I could make the kind 
of life I wanted with what I had." 

After he had gone on his way, Edith Harper 
thought about what he had said; and suddenly 
there came to her mind the wise instruction of 
the Preacher, as set forth in Ecclesiastes: "What
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might." And she began to think of ways in 
which these words might apply to her. 

She looked around her, saw how drab and 
gloomy her home had become, and decided 
that here was something for "her hand" to do. 
She brought out long-unused flower containers 
and filled them with autumn flowers, leaves, 
and bright berries. She transplanted the honey
suckle, training it up around the front porch. 
She brought color and cheer to the windows 
by hanging red-checked gingham curtains. She 
cleaned out the old fireplace and filled it with 
big logs. 

Her house was set in a grove of handsome 
oak trees, fronting an arterial highway. When 
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the first autumn rain came, Edith thought how 
cheery and friendly her house would appear 
to travelers on that wet, chill road, so she made 
a fire in the fireplace, turned on the lights in 
the front room, and enjoyed herself as she 
imagined the joy she might be giving to those 
outside. 

Three days later, Edith Harper received a 
letter from a city many miles away. It was an in
quiry from a woman who had passed the Harper 
house that rainy night. A writer, she spoke of 
the "interesting house with its open fireplace, a 
house where quiet may be found." And she 
asked if she could spend some months there, 
paying well for the privilege. 

Out of that contact came a whole new life 
for Edith Harper—new friends, new interests, 
new inspiration. Today, as a direct result of 
Edith's doing "whatsoever her hand found to 
do," her town is the home of a writers' colony, 
a fine "little theater," and a new, expanded 
public library. 

Is it not true that you, too, could accom
plish much more than you do, if you knew 
what it was that you were to accomplish ? Paul's 
admonition is, "Let us not be weary in well-
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doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not." But no one can reap unless he has 
faith in the harvest; and no one can believe in 
a harvest unless he knows what that harvest is 
to be. By the grace of God each of us is able 
to name his harvest, say what the goal of life 
shall be. When we do this, we take a "giant 
step" toward that goal. 

It is well for you to put the matter squarely 
before yourself: "God has a plan for my life. 
Do I have a plan as well, a plan that fits securely 
into place in His plan? Do I have a goal to give 
meaning and direction to my life?" If the an
swer is yes, you are ready to begin accomplish
ing and achieving. 
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YOU CAN achieve whatever you want to 
achieve. You can be as successful as you 
want to be. You can pay your debts, get 

a new home, have more pleasant surroundings, 
more harmony in your home, a good car—what
ever you desire. All the good things you desire 
are included in your prosperity—and God 
stands ready to give you prosperity, whenever 
your faith opens the channel for you to receive 
it. 

How does God give you prosperity? Of 
course, He does not cause a new automobile to 
appear at the curb in front of your house. He 
does not mysteriously set up a new bank account 
for you, with thousands of dollars for you to 
draw on. God does not do His mighty works in 
such ways—and actually, you should be glad 
that He does not. For He makes His good avail
able to you in a much better way, yes, a perfect 
way; He opens His storehouse of infinite sub
stance to you from which you can receive just 
as liberally, as abundantly as you can visual

ize. 
72 
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Instead of setting a new automobile in your 
garage, God tells you how to do that which 
makes possible the acquisition of as many new 
automobiles as you can ever use—not just one, 
but as many as you need and desire; not just this 
year, but next year, and for all the years to come. 
Instead of setting up a liberal account for you 
in a downtown bank, God sets up an inexhausti
ble account on which you can draw for the 
knowledge, skill, and ingenuity necessary to do 
anything you want to do: sell vacuum cleaners, 
bake a cake, cultivate a field, write a poem, 
build a bridge. 

"Ah!" you may say. "You are talking about 
ideas. When you speak of God's giving me 
whatever I want, you refer to something intangi
ble, something I can't put my finger on. That's 
all very well, but I'm interested in something 
real." 

And I say to you: "Yes, you are right: when 
I say that God will give you any good thing you 
desire, I mean that He will give it to you in 
the form of an idea. But mark this, and mark 
it well: there is nothing more tangible than an 
idea. You can't put your finger on an idea, but 
you can put your whole body and soul into it. 
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You can take an idea and use it, and if you use 
it for all it is worth, there is no limit to the 
material good you will derive from it." 

When you say you want something tangible, 
are you sure that you know the dictionary defi
nition of the word tangible? True, there is the 
commonly-accepted definition: "Capable of be
ing touched; perceptible to the touch; palpa
ble." But read on: the next sentence reads, 
"Capable of being realized by the mind; sub
stantial; objective." 

By any definition of the word, an idea is 
tangible. You can feel an idea. Have you not 
had the experience of an idea "hitting" you? 
When you are deep in thought, searching for a 
solution or an original approach to a problem, 
the right idea comes to your mind—and the im
pact is, we say, "almost physical." Almost? It 
is a physical sensation; the exactly-right idea, at 
the crucial moment, has a thrilling, electrifying 
quality. It clears the cobwebs from your brain 
like an invigorating sweep of cool, clean air; it 
makes you feel alive, it makes you tingle; it 
brushes away fatigue like a good night's sleep. 

Yes, an idea is tangible; it is perceptible, 
palpable. You cannot reach out and touch an 
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idea; it reaches out and touches you. It reaches 
inside you and grasps you with mighty power 
and force. An idea is God touching you, speak
ing to you, telling you the earth-shaking secret 
that you need to know in order to achieve, to 
do, to be. 

Would you not gladly forgo all thought of 
today's bank account, no matter how large, if 
you had access to the magic power to build a 
bank account of any size, in any bank, at any 
time? You have access to that power, but it is 
not a magic power. It is the simple, ordered 
power of unfailing principle. Therein lies its 
everlasting value to you. It is law; it is principle; 
it operates surely and smoothly, without possi
bility of failure or "error factor," whenever you 
put it into practice. 

God's fund of ideas is like an unlimited 
bank account, with this difference: ideas have 
a never-varying currency, and God's fund can
not be overdrawn. No matter if you claim and 
put to use today an idea that brings you a raise 
in salary, or a new job, or a new home, or any 
of the other desires of your heart; tomorrow 
God's fund is just as full of ideas that are just 
as potent. Drawing on His fund does not cause 
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the fund to diminish; it only makes you better 
able to draw on His fund for more good. 

It is essential that you fix firmly in your 
mind the value of ideas. Because, if you do not 
believe—believe, and not merely agree—that 
ideas are the gold coin of God's kingdom, you 
are likely to throw away a fortune. Ideas come 
to you almost constantly. The closer your con
tact with God is, the more ideas you will re
ceive. But unless you recognize an idea when it 
comes, and realize its potential value, you are 
apt to let it pass from your mind as effortlessly 
as it came, unused, wasted. You would never 
reject or forget an idea if you could see the 
infinite possibilities contained in it. Thus the 
first step in claiming the prosperity of God is 
seeing ideas for what they are: blueprints that 
show you how to build success, detailed maps 
that lead you to all the buried treasure of the 
ages. 

If you accept this teaching as the Truth of 
God, which it is, what then? You believe that 
God is ready to give you the riches of the king
dom, in the form of ideas: ideas that will show 
you how to make money, how to improve your 
environment, how to get along with your asso-
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ciates, how to choose the right wallpaper for 
the living room, for even in mundane matters 
the ideas of God are available, and efficacious. 
You believe this; you have faith that an inex
haustible store of ideas, ideas that will achieve 
every good thing, is available to you. How are 
you to tap this rich store? 

A more detailed set of instructions for get
ting ideas is offered in the following chapter; 
but the basic answer is simple: You get ideas by 
thinking. If you have a sure, abiding faith in 
God, and a conscious realization of what ideas 
can mean to you, you have only to start think
ing. No conditions, you ask? None; God never 
conditions His promises or qualifies His laws. 
The only conditions to their fulfillment are in 
the mind of the person praying. Jesus said, "All 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be
lieving, ye shall receive." Once you know what 
you want (ideas), and know the source of what 
you want (God), and are resolved to use what 
you get for good, just pray, believing, and be
gin thinking. God's ideas will come to you. 

Will the ideas you need come instantly? 
Perhaps; turning to God in faith often brings 
about instantaneous solution to the knottiest 
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problem, immediately-useful ideas that serve to 
accomplish the desired result in a matter of 
hours or minutes. Sometimes your subconscious 
mind does the necessary work while you sleep. 
If the desired idea does not come to your mind 
instantly, that does not mean that God has 
turned down your request, or delayed your an
swer; it means, rather, that the early develop
ments in what you are seeking to achieve are 
taking place in a way that you do not yet per
ceive, that God is causing certain necessary 
things to happen before the results are apparent 
to you. 

God's promise to give you the ideas that 
will prosper you is not a conditional promise; 
but it is possible to set up conditions that will 
make you more receptive to His ideas, more 
cognizant of the potentialities of the ideas that 
come. The most helpful condition is quietness— 
not an isolated, withdrawn silence, but an in
ner quietness that emphasizes the voice of God 
—the serenity and balance that Peter spoke of 
as "the incorruptible apparel of a meek and 
quiet spirit." Another New Testament writer, 
James, remarked that "the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable." 
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A time of silence is desirable; it is in fact 
essential, to every Christian. When you begin 
consciously to seek the ideas that will make over 
your life, you may find it necessary to withdraw 
to some quiet place to do your thinking. Certain 
periods of withdrawal will always be helpful; 
but as you gain experience in claiming and 
putting to use God's ideas, you will become 
more adept at turning to Him under any cir
cumstances or in any surroundings. You will 
learn how to be quiet within though the clamor 
without and about you be ever so great. Such 
inner quietness provides the condition of high
est receptivity to God's ideas. 

Another condition that makes for receptiv
ity, and that you can establish, is that of har
mony. You cannot receive new ideas if your 
mind is cluttered with old ideas of dissension, 
envy, and jealousy. You will have to stop won
dering why your neighbor's home is nicer than 
yours, if you expect to receive the ideas that 
will make possible a finer home of your own. 
You will have to stop asking, "Why did he get 
that promotion?" if you want God to tell you 
how to get a promotion of your own. When 
God sees that you have put your mind in tune 
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with His, and are concentrating on your own 
good instead of jealously comparing it with 
your fellow man's good, He will begin to pour 
into your mind the marvelous currency of good: 
ideas. 

Any negative condition that you allow to 
affect you impedes the flow of ideas between 
God-Mind and your mind. Thinking about 
your present lack leaves you no time for the 
thinking that produces ideas leading to pros
perity. Fixing your thoughts on last year's fail
ure keeps you from concentrating on tomor
row's promotion. Worrying about the debts 
you owe sets up a mental block that interferes 
with your receiving ideas that will enable you 
to pay those debts. 

As in every application of Truth, the proc
ess of claiming God's ideas involves denial 
and affirmation. You must deny the limiting 
thoughts of lack, failure, and disharmony; you 
must affirm that ideas have tangible, useful 
power to change your life, that all the ideas you 
need are instantly available in Divine Mind, 
that you can get and use the ideas you need 
without straining or striving. 

As a humble (and happy) "practicer of 
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what I preach," I invite you to try this method. 
It is not a formula; it is much too simple to be 
called a formula. It is just a way to achieve— 
God's way, the only sure way. The wonderful 
thing about the method is that you can use it. 
Without any previous experience whatsoever, 
with nothing to your credit but faith in God, 
you can get the ideas that will change lack to 
abundance, failure to success, poverty to riches, 
inharmony to harmony, a dull, humdrum exist
ence to an exciting, thrilling, new way of life. 

Try it. Try it right now. Use whatever affir
mation you wish to turn your mind to God: 
"God the good is all there is," or "God is," or 
"Thy will be done." Once you are free of the 
little, inconsequential, conflicting fragments 
that habitually pass for thoughts in the minds 
of most of us, apply your real thoughts con
sciously to whatever you want to achieve. Per
haps you will get a brilliant, thrilling idea 
within a few minutes. Perhaps the idea you con
fidently seek will spring into your consciousness 
tomorrow morning, after your subconscious 
mind has put in its work tonight. 

All you have to do now, all you ever have 
to do, is start thinking, with faith that you are 
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in tune with the infinite mind of God. When 
you do this, you cannot fail, you can only suc
ceed; you can go in only one direction—for
ward; your life will know no more of lack, but 
only prosperity; you will exchange disharmony, 
worry, envy, fear, and all the other troubling, 
upsetting emotions for the perfect balance of a 
life that is in divine order and adjustment. All 
this you will achieve, because God's ideas are 
yours. 

How to Get Ideas 

FORTUNATELY, there is a practical, step-
by-step system that you can use for getting 
the ideas you need. It is a system that is 

used, consciously or unconsciously, by everyone 
who understands the value of ideas. The num
ber of steps in the system and the names given 
to those steps may differ, for these things are 
unimportant. The vital thing is that there be a 
logical progression of thought and activity that 
will result in your getting the desired ideas. 

There are, in this system I am going to rec
ommend to you, four basic steps: comprehend
ing, conditioning, concentrating, and choosing. 
Each might be broken down into several parts, 
but those are the basic steps. 

The first step is comprehending—under
standing. Before you can get the ideas you want 
and need in any situation, you must know clearly 
exactly what you do want and need. This is of 
first importance, because once you set this sys
tem in operation it is going to carry through, 
and you are going to get ideas. That is certain; 
there is no room for doubt about it. Therefore 
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it is essential that you begin by seeking the right 
ideas—for otherwise you might get ideas that 
would cause trouble in the long run. 

A businessman of our acquaintance de
veloped a useful new product, which he mar
keted through the medium of television adver
tising. His advertising was so effective that 
mail orders almost swamped his small staff. At 
the peak of sales, so much money was being 
received in his office each day that the staff was 
unable to get the day's receipts counted and 
banked before another day's mail arrived. 

The businessman might have begun think
ing and worrying about the problem, and as a 
result he might have received an idea that would 
have solved the problem, but perhaps not in a 
welcome way. The idea he received from such 
confused thinking might have resulted in a de
crease in sales. That would have solved his 
problem, but not in a good way. 

Our friend, being a Truth student, knew 
that he needed a specific idea—something that 
would enable his staff to expedite the counting 
of each day's receipts. So he began searching 
for that particular idea—and, of course, God 
gave it to him. He learned of a new money-
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counting machine that enabled his staff to have 
a day's receipts counted and banked in a few 
hours. 

He comprehended what was needed—and 
he received what was needed. Comprehension 
of one's desire or need is thus the first step in 
seeking any idea. This does not mean that we 
are able to try to tell God how to solve our 
problems; all we have to do is understand the 
nature of the problem, and see beyond the prob
lem itself to the orderly, harmonious solution. 
God will fill in the details. 

The second step is conditioning. You have 
to condition yourself to become receptive to 
ideas. Those who work with ideas have found 
that the best way to do this is to become silent, 
because out of the silence God speaks. Charles 
Fillmore wrote: 

"To enter the silence is prayer. The cham
ber is your inner consciousness. The doors that 
open to the outer world must be closed. These 
doors are the five senses, which connect you 
with the world of effects. When you wish to en
ter the realm of ideas the first step is to close 
the thought to the outer and center yourself 
within. 
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"Every successful man will tell you that he 
first thought out his moves in his inner con
sciousness. He did not follow any beaten track. 
The door to success opens from within." 

You will find familiar tools at hand that you 
can use in conditioning yourself: denials of fail
ure or defeat, affirmations of oneness with Di
vine Mind, of openness to God's ideas. 

Even though this is a familiar step, it is vital. 
God cannot give you anything that you are not 
ready to receive. Unless you are receptive to His 
good ideas, they are likely to pass over your 
head. Learn to condition yourself; make your
self receptive. By becoming silent and open to 
God's ideas, you can provide the kind of soil in 
which ideas will take root and grow. 

The next step is concentrating. To put it 
simply, you must think. This is what might be 
called the "working" part of the system, for it 
is here that you actually reach out and grasp 
ideas. But this step is ineffective without the 
other three steps. 

Perhaps concentrate is a more accurate word 
than think, in this instance. You have to begin 
thinking, but you have to think deliberately, 
with a purpose. Having comprehended what 

How to Get Ideas 87 

you need, having conditioned yourself to be 
receptive, you must concentrate on finding the 
ideas you need. You must clear your mind of 
old, negative ideas in order to make room for 
fresh, positive ideas. The more you put into a 
brain, the more it will hold—but the brain that 
is cluttered with negative ideas has room only 
for more negative ideas. Thinking negatively is 
not evil or sinful, but simply harmful—harmful 
to the thinker himself, because it robs him of 
his capacity to receive positive thoughts and 
ideas. 

Concentrate on the good you want, instead 
of bemoaning your present lack or jealously 
comparing what you have with what someone 
else has. The kind of thinking you do governs 
the kind of ideas you receive. Do not waste 
time in thinking negatively about your problem; 
think instead about the solution to the problem. 

"Brainstorming" is the name given to a kind 
of idea-hunting that is widely used by merchan
dising firms, advertising agencies, and othet 
business, social, and political groups. In brain
storming, each of the individuals in a group 
expresses every idea he gets relating to the so
lution of the problem at hand. A secretary 
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writes down all the ideas so stated. No ideas 
are rejected at this stage; even the most im
probable are written down, without any at
tempt to sort out the good from the bad or to 
make mental decisions as to whether an idea is 
feasible or not. Then, when all the ideas have 
been stated, the weeding-out process begins. 
The obviously useless ideas are discarded; the 
ones of uncertain value are set aside to be 
worked over and adapted; the best ideas may be 
put to use right away. 

This weeding-out process constitutes the 
fourth step in your own search for ideas: choos
ing. God has a vast abundance of ideas for you, 
and if you keep the channel open for them you 
will receive a great many more ideas than you 
can immediately use. You must therefore choose 
the best, the ones that will be most useful to 
you now, perhaps filing some of the others 
away in your mind for future consideration. To 
do this, you have to choose with the wisdom of 
Spirit. 

You will want to have certain standards on 
which to base your choices. You will want to 
consider how an idea will affect your life, not 
only immediately but in the long run; you will 

How to Get Ideas 89 

want to consider how the idea will affect others, 
around you and through you. Never try to rush 
this fourth step. Even though you may be 
quickly successful in the first three steps (as 
even beginning idea-hunters often are!), you 
cannot afford to make snap judgments when it 
comes to choosing the ideas you are going to 
put to use. 

Take the fourth step with prayer. Return 
again to the silence, after God has filled your 
mind with His abundance of ideas, and let Him 
guide you in making your choice. 

These, then, are the four steps in seeking 
and receiving ideas: comprehending, condition
ing, concentrating, choosing. As the preceding 
chapter pointed out, you can begin to use this 
"system" at once, without any previous experi
ence, and with nothing to your credit except 
your faith that God has ideas for you and will 
release those ideas to you. 

Here is a suggestion that you will find val
uable: Do not press too hard. Often we strain 
and press toward prosperity, thinking that it 
eludes us and that we must strive to achieve it. 
Remember this: prosperity—abundance of ma
terial things, of happiness, of health—is part 
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of God's plan for our lives. He wants us to 
prosper. 

if God did not want us to be happy and 
successful, we could not possibly achieve pros
perity. No matter what we might do, no matter 
how hard we might try, no matter how much we 
might strain and press toward success, we would 
fail, if God did not want us to succeed. But 
God does want us to succeed; He wants us to 
prosper, to be happy, to have an abundance of 
all good things. So there is nothing that can 
keep us from our good, once we open our
selves to the channel of God's infinite abun
dance. 

Already you believe that divine ideas are 
available to you, as they are available to every
one. You believe that if you can get the right 
ideas, you can achieve whatever you want to 
achieve: financial security, harmonious human 
relationships, health and wholeness. Now it is 
up to you to take the first step toward obtaining 
the ideas you need. Comprehend precisely what 
you want; understand your problem and its 
possible solutions. 

Then take the succeeding steps, one at a 
time. Condition yourself to become receptive 
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to God's ideas by becoming still and letting 
God take over your thoughts. Concentrate on 
positive, constructive thoughts; see your prob
lem solved, your affairs in order. Finally, when 
God's rich abundance of ideas flows into your 
mind, choose, with His ever-present help, the 
ideas that will build a new, more rewarding life 
for you. 
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You Are God's Banker 

IT is IMPOSSIBLE to think of prosperity with
out thinking of material abundance, sup
ply, wealth. Certainly prosperity encom

passes abundance in all forms: mental and 
physical health and well-being, harmonious hu
man relations, and material wealth. We believe 
that God wants and expects us to be prosperous 
—in material as well as spiritual ways. Previous 
chapters have touched briefly upon one of His 
recommended paths to prosperity. It is so im
portant that it deserves our full and concen
trated attention. 

Coin or currency, money is symbolic of 
God's good. Because of this, what we do with 
our money is an accurate indication of our atti
tude toward God. 

The Bible contains many references having 
to do with man's material supply. In the basi
cally agricultural world of Biblical times, food 
—grain, fish, and the like—was often a medi
um of exchange. We can safely assume that the 
Scriptural teachings with regard to man's abun
dance, his substance, the increase of his supply, 
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have a direct and practical application in con
temporary affairs. 

A friend of mine proved this once, several 
years ago. He had reached a point in his life 
where he felt he had to prove to his own satis
faction the truth of the promises of God. Nom
inally a Christian, he was one whose spiritual 
experiences had been essentially shallow. 

Having just moved to a new city, working 
at a new job, he was in a somewhat precarious 
position. The job was a good one, but the start
ing salary was low, and my friend had little fi
nancial reserve. He had a wife and two small 
children, and he had been unable to secure ade
quate living quarters at a fair price; he and his 
family were living in a hotel, paying a monthly 
rental that took about half of his salary. 

When he started in the new job, my friend 
decided to tithe his income. Within a few 
months he had accumulated fifty dollars—but 
his other funds were almost exhausted. The ho
tel where he was living required that room rent 
be paid in advance, and another two weeks' 
rent—forty dollars—would be due within four 
days. He did not have forty dollars—except in 
his tithe fund. 
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Now the money he had tithed was God's 
money, not to be used for any purpose except 
God's. But human circumstances often seem to 
alter such cases. The idea of tithing, and his use 
of his tithe money, were just theories to my 
friend; his family's urgent need of money was 
an immediate fact. In such a circumstance, it 
would have been easy for him to convince him
self that his own need for money was more 
pressing than God's need; that to borrow from 
his tithe fund with the honest intention of re
paying it was all right. 

But while my friend wrestled with the mat
ter, he remembered God's invitation: "Prove 
me now herewith . . . if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a bless
ing, that there shall not be room enough to re
ceive it." He recognized the crisis in his finan
cial affairs for what it was: an opportunity to 
find out whether tithing was practical or not. 
So he made the experiment—not disbelieving, 
as a skeptic, but as a scientist goes about finding 
material proof for his theories. 

He took the fifty dollars in his tithe fund— 
money that could mean at least temporary se
curity for his family—and mailed it to a re-
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ligious organization whose need had come to 
his attention. He did this on a Thursday, three 
days before his rent would be due. 

On Sunday, his wife saw a newspaper ad
vertisement offering rooms for a man, wife, and 
child in exchange for the care of the owner's 
children. Something told my friend to call the 
number listed, and he did so. The resulting in
terview secured comfortable living quarters for 
him and his family. His wife assumed the day
time care of the owner's two children, who were 
soon playing happily with my friend's young
sters. For this service, he and his family re
ceived the use of their own rooms free. With 
one move, God had lifted a heavy financial 
burden from his shoulders, saving him in a sin
gle month almost twice the amount of the tithe 
money he had turned back to God's use. And 
since then, his financial circumstances have 
steadily improved. 

My friend learned through happy experi
ence that God has established the practice of 
tithing as the ideal way for men to acknowl
edge His goodness and make a token repayment 
for the good that fills their lives. Thus we are 
asked to prove our spirituality in the most ma-
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terial area of our lives: the handling of our sub
stance. 

We speak of the "law of the tithe," and 
there are several Biblical passages indicating 
clearly that God established tithing as one of 
the laws affecting man's prosperity. Maybe you 
think you can become prosperous without tith
ing—and perhaps you can. God does not say 
that man cannot achieve success without tith
ing. He makes it clear, however, that the proper 
practice of tithing is a sure path to prosperity. 
So if you are in any way dissatisfied with your 
present circumstances—if you could use more 
good in your life—do not neglect God's good 
advice, including His advice on tithing. 

More important than the fact of your tith
ing, however, will be your reason for tithing. If 
you decide to tithe simply because it is God's 
law, the observance of which will bring you 
prosperity, tithing will not mean what it should 
in your life. Your first reason for tithing should 
be your love for God, which makes you want to 
obey His law and therefore honor Him. And 
your second reason for tithing might well be 
this: It is actually a key to orderly increase in 
your financial affairs. 
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One of our favorite ways of picturing God's 
abundance is as a great storehouse, or as a uni
versal bank on which we may draw for all that 
we need. Did you ever think of yourself as one 
of God's bankers? 

All of the material resources of the universe 
belong to God. Let us assume that, in order to 
make these resources freely and quickly avail
able for use, God deposits them in a number of 
different bank accounts. You are the manager 
of one of God's banks; so am I; so is every per
son on earth. Each one of us holds in trust a cer
tain portion of God's resources—and each of us 
can increase his holdings at any time by becom
ing more aware of his place in God's plan and 
by demonstrating the ability to handle his hold
ings wisely. 

Now think for a moment of your relation
ship with your own earthly bank—the bank 
where you deposit your pay check, the bank 
whose checks you sign to make purchases at the 
store. You have a right, of course, to know your 
bank's condition: its assets, it faithfulness to 
the trust you place in it, and so forth. Doubtless 
you receive a regular accounting from the bank, 
a statement setting forth how your deposits and 
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checks have been handled, how much remains 
to your credit, and the like. 

Suppose you were to ask your bank for a 
statement, and be refused. Suppose you wrote a 
check against funds you had on deposit, and the 
bank refused to honor your check. Suppose that 
officials of the bank refused to discuss financial 
affairs with you. You would probably discon
tinue all dealings there, and find another bank 
to handle your money. 

Have you, as one of God's bankers, ever 
treated Him in such an unfair manner? He has 
deposited His substance in your keeping. He 
expects that you will honor His wishes with re
gard to handling this substance. Most important 
of all, He expects a regular return of at least ten 
per cent on His investment in you. Since He 
gives you freely of His abundance, without cost 
to you, surely He has a right to ask for a tenth 
of the increase to be set aside for His exclusive 
use. Actually, God's requirement means not 
that He asks for a tenth of what is ours, but that 
He willingly gives us the free use of nine tenths 
of what is His—as long as we remain faithful 
to His instructions concerning the first tenth. 

Does this mean that we are required to give 
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a tenth of all we have to a church? Not at all; 
it means rather that if we are to enjoy the full 
blessings of God in our lives, we must set apart 
at least a tenth for His use. He will guide us in 
distributing that tenth. 

If I want to pay a sum of money to an 
individual, I write out a check in his name. This 
instructs my bank to pay out to him the amount 
designated on the check. God works in much 
the same manner. If someone is in need, God 
expects one of his bankers to meet that need; 
if I am aware of need anywhere, I must assume 
that my awareness is God instructing me. He 
is in effect writing a check against His tenth of 
my material supply. If I honor His check, by 
giving help where help is needed, God unfail
ingly replenishes my supply. If I turn aside 
from my opportunity to share what I have—if 
I ignore the check God expects me to honor for 
payment—my account shows a deficit in His 
eyes. Since I want to carry a good credit bal
ance, it is up to me to make sure that God's 
tenth is always set aside, ready for His immedi
ate use at any time. 

Now think again about the earthly bank 
that handles your own funds. Think what your 
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reaction would be if, when you went in to cash 
a check, the cashier of your bank should say to 
you: "All right, we'll let you have your money 
if you'll give us a little present to keep or if 
you'll provide an evening's entertainment for 
us." You would be indignant, would you not? 

You do not expect such a response from 
your banker; God does not expect such a re
sponse from you, as one of His bankers. Yet 
there are many good people who use funds 
from God's tenth in such ways. They spend 
money at a charity bazaar, or they buy tickets to 
some religious entertainment, telling them
selves that this constitutes giving to God. This 
is not giving to God; this is using His money 
to buy something that benefits the buyer, re
gardless of who receives the money. 

How can you know God's will in the use of 
your tithe money? He will guide you; He will 
not leave you confused or uncertain, if you will 
ask Him sincerely what His will is. You can be
gin by knowing that your first responsibility is 
to whatever religious organization or group 
provides you with spiritual enlightenment. God 
has already guided you to your spiritual 
"home" in the world, because He knows what 
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particular teaching is most helpful to you. 
When you receive illumination and Truth from 
any spiritual teaching, it is your privilege to 
help make that teaching available to others. By 
accepting the Truth, you commit yourself to 
share in spreading the Truth. 

Remember this: there is only one kind of 
giving that really honors God—the giving that 
seeks nothing in return, save the joy of know
ing that one has given back to God what God 
wants, at any time, for any purpose. And the 
secret of happy service as one of God's bankers 
is constant remembrance that all riches belong 
to Him. If you are faithful in the administra
tion of His funds, He will never let you down 
as to your own needs. God is no man's debtor. 
But remember, too, that you must set apart His 
tenth first, before you take care of your own 
needs. That is God's way, and that way honors 
Him. 

Love must be the guiding principle in all 
our giving. Is it ever true giving to present 
God with what we have left over, after spend
ing all we want for our own needs and desires ? 
No, giving must be related to our income, not 
to our needs. We must give to God first. 
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There is ample evidence to indicate that 
God intends tithing to constitute a test of real
ity in religion, connecting the material with the 
spiritual. The portion that we set aside for Him 
is the measure of our recognition of God's 
ownership of all. Our stewardship thus be
comes a crucial test of the genuineness of our 
love of God. 

Remember, you do not tithe for God's bene
fit. God does not require any such proof of your 
reliance on Him. You are the one who requires 
the proof. By tithing, you demonstrate to your
self your faith in God's abundance. You give 
substance and reality to what might otherwise 
be just a theory in your mind. You strengthen 
your faith by acting on it. 

A most useful item in your practice of tith
ing will be The Lord's Account Book, a little 
wallet-sized booklet containing pages of printed 
columns wherein you can enter what you re
ceive, what you tithe, and to whom the tithe is 
paid. The introduction to this handy booklet 
contains these words worth remembering: 

"As the abiding spirit in the heart of man, 
God knows that nothing can make His children 
happier than giving, nothing can so increase 
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their ability to receive, or so quicken them in 
spiritual growth; and so He has revealed to 
them an orderly way by which they may always 
have something at hand to give. Tithing is the 
way." 
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W HAT ARE WE to think when obstacles 
appear in our way? What are we to 
do, how are we to cope with seeming 

setbacks, misfortunes? How are we to recon
cile these things with our faith in God, the 
good? 

Out of the innate goodness of our hearts, we 
are saddened by any instance of misfortune, suf
fering, or pain. We cannot understand why 
such things should be, and we may question, 
silently or aloud. There is a cry that some child 
of God raises momently, a cry so sincere that it 
is a prayer: "Why does God let such things 
happen?" 

Many times an incident of tragedy or an in
stance of catastrophe brings forth this impas
sioned question, when it seems that the in
nocent are suffering with the guilty. Often it is 
hard to understand why apparently good peo
ple should have to bear sorrow, feel pain, and 
know loss. 

"The time is out of joint," complained 
Hamlet three hundred years ago, and often we 
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are tempted to echo his lament, faced as we are 
with war, corruption, and other seeming evils. 
How much finer and more courageous is the ex
pression of a brilliant contemporary English 
dramatist, who writes: "Thank God our time is 
now . . . Affairs are now soul size." 

"Why does God let such things happen?" 
God does not let things happen. God is eternal 
life, the Principle that is always active. To say 
that God sends harsh experiences upon us to 
"teach us a lesson" is glib and unconvincing, 
and it creates a wholly false impression of God. 
Instead of regarding sorrow and loss and pain 
as the retribution of God, we should see them 
clearly for what they are: the vital (and benefi
cent) working of the Principle by which our 
lives are fashioned, setting up guideposts that 
direct us to our highest good. 

One writer has said that there is a universal 
adjustment that is always taking place, an ad
justment whose purpose is to bring all into di
vine harmony. This adjustment cannot affect us 
at all adversely unless we persist in clinging to 
old beliefs and habits and material conditions. 

Each person's individual spiritual growth 
eventually brings him to places where he must 
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step up and forward. The sense mind, weighed 
down by sense beliefs and the experiences of 
the past, may not agree that the step is right; 
and it is in such cases that the experiences of 
life seem harsh and even painful. 

Man is in a way like a small child. He is 
eagerly discovering and developing and mak
ing use of his faculties and powers. Would we 
say that the mother of a small child tempts him 
to do harm to himself by leaving chairs about a 
room, or by allowing him to start out to walk 
across the room alone? No, we know very well 
that she does not. And the child is not called a 
sinner if he sees in a chair an opportunity to ex
ercise his muscles and develop equilibrium. 
Perhaps he fails to understand that the chair is 
likely to tip over, and so in pulling himself up 
he pulls the chair over on himself. The only 
thing that really counts in such an experience 
is that the child has learned a little more about 
dealing with his surroundings. The next time 
his mind will prompt him to go about his exer
cise in a better way. 

God does not "let" the chair fall on the 
child; the child's innate intelligence and the di
vine urge for growth prompt him to take ad-
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vantage of what he takes to be an opportunity, 
and so he profits by what happens. So it is with 
us: the intelligence within us and the desire to 
use what God has implanted in us prompt us to 
do the things that we feel will benefit us and 
give us greater use of our powers. Sometimes 
the results are unsatisfactory in themselves, but 
eventually through our efforts we learn God's 
law and how to conform to it. 

If we can keep in mind the concept of God 
as Principle, and remember the way we make 
use of principles in our everyday lives, we shall 
be able to regard life's seeming hardships as 
blessings. We know very well what difficulties 
we have if we use mathematical principles 
wrongly: we always get the wrong answers 
when we try to solve the problems. We know 
that the only way to get the right answers is to 
use the rules correctly. 

The same thing is true when we hold false 
impressions of life and the way to live. If we 
persist in trying to solve life's problems by us
ing God's principles incorrectly, we are unsuc
cessful; we get the wrong answers. 

As we progress spiritually we learn that 
many of our inherited beliefs are false, and that 
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by using them we cannot correctly solve our 
problems. So we learn that we need to re-edu
cate our minds, to use our mental energy to cre
ate the things and conditions we want instead 
of those we do not want. 

We are to accept apparent reverses not as 
calamities, but as guideposts. If we are making 
mistakes, and we are allowed to go on and on 
indefinitely making the same mistakes, we can 
never step up and forward. When we are work
ing a mathematical problem incorrectly our mis
take stops us, and we know we must look back 
over our work to see where we "got off the 
track." So it is in our daily unfoldment: our 
losses, our setbacks, are to .let us know that we 
are using the principles wrongly, and to remind 
us that we must make whatever changes are 
necessary to get our lives in accord with God's 
plan. 

Experiences of sickness and disappointment 
and failure and loss are undesirable results, but 
they can be useful in that they show us that we 
have failed somewhere to apply the right rules, 
to work according to Principle. 

Once we learn to recognize the so-called 
hardships of life for the guideposts to good that 
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they are, we are not to wait passively, to stand 
still. A guidepost points the way forward, and 
God always opens a way for us if we want to 
go forward. 

Spiritually there is no such thing as standing 
still. Men and women, made in the image of 
God, must go forward. Any progress, however 
slight, is better than stagnation, which is really 
retrogression, moving backward. And we are 
not to be afraid of going forward, for God is 
always within us to show us the way. A priest 
imprisoned in a European country found him
self a way to step up and forward: "Through 
God's mercy I was able to concentrate upon 
God, and it pleased God to fill my cell with an 
infinitesimal but overbrimming small part of 
His great glory." 

God has many ways of showing us the way. 
Sometimes it is easier to know which road not 
to take than it is to know which road to take. 
God knows that most of us are so satisfied with 
our own wisdom that we are prone to take the 
easiest, most attractive road unless He makes 
that road unattractive to us. 

We have all experienced God's leading in 
this manner; it is one way that God takes to 
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guide even those who know Him but dimly. 
We set out to perform some specific act, to go 
to some particular place, to decide an issue in a 
certain way—and God will not let us have our 
way, at least not until He has given us plain and 
unmistakable signs that our way is not His way. 
We encounter obstacles; at every turn we are 
delayed or discouraged. We try to go around 
the obstacles, to make up for the delay. But 
God points out to us, with yet other obstacles 
and further delays, that the way we would go 
is unwise. 

Sometimes we persist in our foolish mortal 
wisdom in spite of the guideposts that God sets 
before us. Deep down within us we know that 
God is innate wisdom and light; but we are 
obliged to develop our own consciousness of 
this divine wisdom and light, and sometimes in 
our conscious exercise of our faculties we make 
an unwise move. That is why it is so important 
to keep ourselves in a prayerful attitude, so that 
Truth will shine clearly for us, and we shall not 
be deluded by ignorance or self-will into doing 
what would be undesirable. 

There is a difference, of course, between 
God's guiding obstacles and the hindrances 
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raised by men. We can learn to distinguish be
tween them—and we can learn to recognize the 
encouragements of God as readily as we recog
nize the obstacles He puts in our wrong paths. 

How? By turning everything over to Him; 
by "giving in" to God. There is deep within 
each one of us the desire to try out and to de
velop all of our faculties and powers. This very 
desire will push us out of the things that would 
hinder our progress, and into the way of co
operation with God. 

God gives to us richly and freely and con
tinually; but He can give only as we are pre
pared to receive. Our own consciousness de
termines what comes to us and what use we 
make of it. 

The important thing to remember is that 
now, this day, we can begin to develop the 
powers within us that will make us strong to 
meet and master today's "soul-size" affairs. 
Whether our past errors have been large or 
small, we have wholly surrendered them to 
Him, and we are now free of blame for them. 
No matter how deep our loss or suffering has 
been, this moment is the time to start to build 
the future. 
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The greatest richness we can possess—the 
strongest shield we can hold before us—is the 
consciousness of God as our present help. We 
know that God's love is deeper and more under
standing than that of any earthly parent, so we 
know that His will for us, now and forever, is 
only good. Let us make use of the guideposts 
that God sets in our way—to learn to under
stand how God points the way, through the ex
periences of life, to the good that He wills for 
us. 

Find the Good 

"M "Y HUSBAND has a new job," our 

friend told us. "And the odd thing 
about it is that he had almost the 

same kind of job not long ago. He worked in 
that job for eighteen months, became angry 
with his boss, and quit. Now he's back in a sim
ilar job, doing almost exactly the same kind of 
work. 

"I'm pretty sure he'll stay with this job, 
though. I believe he's learned a lesson from the 
previous experience." 

Have you known persons who seemed to 
live on a merry-go-round, who kept coming face 
to face with the same or similar situations, 
again and again? Perhaps in your own affairs 
you have encountered problems so familiar that 
you have said: "What a coincidence! This same 
problem came up before." 

If you have had such "repeat performances" 
of certain experiences and situations—if you 
have had to meet certain problems over and 
over again—you have probably felt frustrated 
and discouraged. Certainly it is discouraging to 
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find oneself face to face with a problem sup
posedly handled long ago. 

But the truth does not always lie on the sur
face. The truth is that such recurrences are 
meant to be vital, helpful steps in our progress. 

When we encounter troubles that seem to 
duplicate previous troubles, let us not call them 
coincidences, if we think of coincidences as 
things that occur without logical connection. 
For there is a logical, a sure connection between 
these recurring problems and situations. We are 
affected thus, not by the long arm of chance, 
but by the inexorable, unfailing law of good. 

"Good, in having to cope with the same 
troubles again and again?" you may ask. Yes, 
good—but unrecognized good. For if the good 
were recognized and accepted, the recurring 
problems would disappear. Therein lies the 
truth: When we meet today a problem that we 
met yesterday, it may be that yesterday we 
looked at it and attempted to solve it from our 
own selfish and fearful point of view, instead of 
from the divine, loving, unselfish point of view. 
To recognize and claim the good in any situa
tion, we have to approach the situation with a 
willingness to let God's will be done. 
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Do you remember Jacob's dream, in which 
it seemed to him that he was struggling with a 
stranger ? Some students believe that Jacob, con
scious of his past shortcomings and fearful for 
the future, dreamed that he was wrestling with 
God, trying to work out his tangled affairs. 
Others think of the stranger in Jacob's dream 
as an angel. In any case, the stranger said to 
Jacob, at last, "Let me go, for the day break-
eth." And Jacob said to the stranger, "I will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me." Eventually 
the stranger did bless Jacob, saying to him, 
"Thou hast striven with God and with men, 
and hast prevailed." 

Of course we do not think of life as a strug
gle with God or with men; but we do know 
from experience that it is a series of encounters, 
situations, and circumstances that may affect us 
in various ways. In meeting every situation, ev
ery circumstance, we should use Jacob's words 
in confident determination: "I will not let thee 
go, except thou bless me." 

Every situation contains some good for us. 
That is a basic truth; it is the only logical ex
tension of the majestic premise on which the 
universe is founded: "God is good." No matter 
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what may seem to come—even apparently un
mitigated evil or pain or sorrow—there is good 
at the core, a solid, never-diminishing inner 
reality of good. Those things which seem to us 
to be other than good are the things we have to 
"wrestle" with—not contending against them, 
but coping with them, learning how to recog
nize and call forth as outward blessing the good 
that may be hidden within them. 

The unpleasant things in life, from the lit
tle, everyday disappointments to the big things 
that may seem to crush us, are always (not 
sometimes, but always) experiences that con
tain good for us. Such experiences are not trage
dies or defeats that we are "fated" to undergo, 
nor are they trials that are sent to test us; they 
are opportunities for us to move up a step in 
spiritual consciousness. 

True, it is often hard to see an opportunity 
for good in a situation that causes sorrow or 
pain or disappointment—but the opportunity is 
there. Do not resist it; do not struggle against 
the idea of good, because of momentary unhap-
piness or loss. The law must be fulfilled, and 
the law is just. When the law seems harsh, it 
seems so because of our resistance to it. Work-
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ing with the law brings us certain peace and 
fulfillment. 

"Look for the good in every situation" is a 
favorite Truth dictum. A Pollyanna-ish philoso
phy ? No, not at all. To look for the good is not 
a philosophy of life; it is the law of life. Rea
son it out for yourself, with cold logic, if you 
wish: 

God is good. God is in all; all is of God. 
Therefore all is good. Whatever has the ap
pearance of evil is just that: the appearance of 
evil, and no more. No appearance can outweigh 
the reality of Truth, which is good. Since the 
good is not always apparent in every situation, 
it is up to you to find the good. Sometimes this 
is easy; at other times, it seems almost impos
sible. But it can be done, for the good is there. 
And the good in each situation that you meet is 
your good. You are meant to find and benefit 
from that good. Unless and until you do this, 
you cannot put the situation behind you. 

You may think that you have gone around 
or avoided a certain situation, without coming 
to grips with it; but if you have, sooner or later 
you will find yourself face to face with an al
most identical situation. Someday, somewhere, 
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you must meet and work out that situation. Un
til you do, you cannot go beyond your level of 
attainment; there are problems to be solved, 
questions to be answered, standards to be met 
at each level. Until you meet and work out your 
problems at your present level, you cannot go 
higher. 

That is why you may be sure that if a cer
tain problem keeps coming up in your affairs, it 
is a sign that you have not yet coped with that 
problem; you have not found in it the full bless
ing that is there for you. You have not fulfilled 
the law as regards that situation. You have not 
extracted the good from that particular circum
stance. 

If you are faced with a problem that seems 
especially difficult, some situation in which the 
good seems to be especially hard to find, do not 
try to discern the good all by yourself. Often 
your individual perception is faulty, because 
you are looking at the problem from a distorted 
point of view. The problem may be so close to 
you, the decision such a vital turning point in 
your life, that you cannot view the situation 
calmly and wisely. The thing for you to do, in 
such a situation and (best of all) in every situa-
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tion, is to let God take over. Let God point out 
to you the good, the reality that outweighs the 
appearance of sorrow or lack or frustration. 
"Let go, and let God." 

A friend told us this true story about her 
young son: 

"Larry came slowly into the living room 
with a woebegone look on his small face and 
said to me: 'Will you please unjam my shoe
lace? I was sure I could do it all by myself, but 
it only jammed up worser an' worser.' 

"You see, it was about thirty minutes before 
that he had called from the kitchen, 'Will you 
please undo the knot in my shoelace?' And I 
had replied: 'Sure thing, youngster. Come on 
in.' But Larry hadn't appeared, until his shoe
lace was 'jammed' so badly that he knew he 
couldn't repair the damage. 

"As I untied the knot, I thought how many 
times I'd been just like Larry. I had had a knot 
to untie, I had asked God to help me, and then 
deliberately set about to take care of the prob
lem all by myself. Of course I had just 'jammed 
it worser'—and eventually I had gone back to 
God and let Him work it out. How much trou
ble I could have saved myself by letting Him 
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handle it in His own way in the first place! 
Finally I adopted the affirmation, 'God is 
straightening out all my affairs.' I've found that 
this never fails—and I'm very careful to do my 
part, without interfering with His part." 

Do you have a problem, big or small, to 
solve today? Then why not solve it today? Why 
consider putting it off? You know that you 
must solve the problem, find the good in it, 
eventually—so why not- now ? 

Say to your problem, "Twill not let thee go, 
except thou bless me." "Wrestle" with your 
problem, knowing that God is not your oppo
nent, that He has not created the problem, but 
that He is on your side, that He has established 
the good that is at the heart of your problem. 
Work with God; work with the laws of God, 
and what now appears to be a problem will be
come plain to you in its true form, its reality: 
a useful part of His limitless good. 

Secret Ingredient 

A CERTAIN MAN—let's call him Frank 
Adams—worked for many years, hap
pily and successfully, as a chemist in a 

large plant. Then, due to changing local condi
tions, the firm's business began to decline; and 
eventually the owners were forced to shut 
down. Frank Adams was out of a job, and his 
former employers owed him more than a thou
sand dollars in back pay. He had a wife and 
two children to support; he was worried and 
upset; so he went to a lawyer-friend and asked 
him what steps he should take. 

After hearing Frank's story, the lawyer 
(who was wise in the interpretation of God's 
law, as well as civil law) said to him: "Mr. 
Adams, the best thing you can do is to leave 
this whole affair in God's hands. That company 
might not be able to pay you what it owes you, 
even if you undertook an expensive lawsuit. But 
you're a Christian man; why not leave it to 
God?" 

Amazed that a lawyer would advise against 
legal action, Frank Adams said some sharp 
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things to his friend, and left the office. At home, 
he talked the matter over with his wife—and to 
his surprise, his wife agreed with the attorney. 
So Frank returned to the law office the next day. 

"Well, my wife and I have discussed this," 
he said, "and I guess you're right, at that. But 
isn't there something practical we can do?" 

"Yes," the lawyer said. "You can add a se
cret ingredient to your thinking and planning: 
the secret ingredient of patience. Just put this 
whole affair in God's hands; keep on praying 
about it, and be patient. Not resigned, or any
thing like that—just patient. If you can do that, 
God will solve your problems for you." 

It took considerable faith for Frank Adams 
to follow the lawyer's advice, but with his 
wife's help he was able to do so. A week later 
he was back in the lawyer's office, smiling, to 
give this report: 

"I took your advice. My wife and I prayed, 
and we learned what patience really is. Al
most as soon as we learned that—within three 
days—I received a letter from a friend in an
other state who told me about a better position, 
with a better salary. I called to ask about the 
job, and the company officials were so eager to 
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hire a chemist with my experience that they of
fered to pay my moving expenses. 

"And here's the clincher: When I let my 
former employers know about my new job, 
they gave me a check for the full amount of 
back salary due me. One of them said that they 
wanted me to start out in the new place with a 
good feeling toward my old associates. And he 
said that all of them appreciated my patience!" 

There has long been a tendency to think of 
patience as a more-or-less negative virtue—or at 
best, a passive thing. Such an appraisal can be 
most injurious. (I know, because I have been 
guilty of just such wrong thinking myself.) Pa
tience is in fact a strong, positive virtue; it is 
a powerful, active force when it is rightly un
derstood and practiced. Because it is misunder
stood in so many instances, it can be a vital 
"secret ingredient" in our overcoming if we 
take time to understand and practice it. 

Our mistaken attitude shows up clearly in 
the light of the many Scriptural passages that 
mention patience. Jesus Christ, telling the par
able of the sower and the seed, spoke of those 
who "having heard the word, hold it fast, and 
bring forth fruit with patience." Invariably 
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when patience is mentioned in the Bible, it is 
mentioned in connection with action, with 
progress, with results. Paul, writing to the 
Thessalonians, spoke of "patience and faith" in 
the same breath. And in the epistle to the He
brews there appears one of the most startling 
references to patience: "Let us run with pa
tience the race that is set before us." 

How strange, we might say, to speak of pa
tience in connection with running a race! But 
this is in many ways a most effective and impres
sive use of the word: "run with patience." For 
patience, properly understood, is part of action. 
Being patient is moving ahead. 

A familiar and near-perfect example of the 
proper practice of patience lies in the work of 
the farmer, or of anyone who plants a seed with 
expectation of a harvest. The seed is placed in 
the ground; the planter has faith (based on 
experience) that it will germinate and grow, 
and that the resulting plant will produce a de
sired harvest, of food or beauty. After he has 
planted the seed, he practices patience—not by 
resigning himself to disappointment or delay, 
but by waiting for the natural, God-directed 
process of germination and growth to take 
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place. His patience is essential; he cannot pos
sibly hurry the harvest, and he can expect only 
disaster if he tries to interfere with the natural 
processes. But while he practices patience, he 
takes such practical, useful steps as cultivating 
the soil, watering the growing plant, and re
moving the weeds. His patience is an active, ex
pectant thing. 

I suspect that most of our misunderstanding 
of the value of patience stems from our tend
ency to equate patience with "longsuffering." 
Patience does play an important part in our re
action to suffering or unhappiness or sorrow, 
it is true; but suffering, or enduring unpleasant
ness, is not a necessary (or desirable) part of 
patience. 

True patience is an outgrowth and an evi
dence of deep faith. Those who are faced with 
the appearance of illness, in themselves or in 
their loved ones, are faithfully patient when 
they put their trust in God. Praying for recov
ery and renewal, they know that health will re
turn "in God's good time"—and they know this 
without any sense of resignation to long, drawn-
out illness, but with a deep conviction that 
God's time for health is that moment when a 
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full awareness of health floods the mind and 
body. 

Have you not experienced the value, the re
warding satisfaction, of patience when you 
have been faced with appearance of lack or 
need? The very fact that your need was met, 
that you went from lack to abundance, is proof 
that you learned the lesson of patience. And no 
matter how much or how little of material good 
there may be in your life right now, you can go 
on to greater abundance, greater security, 
greater contentment, by practicing again the pa
tience you know is part of God's pla'n. 

Make this simple test: You want more good 
in your life and affairs. So affirm your reliance 
on God for your supply, for increased supply. 
Acknowledge that you are receptive and open 
to whatever new ideas God wants to give you. 
Make this acknowledgment in whatever words 
you choose, or wordlessly; so long as you know 
in your heart that you are receptive, God will 
know it too. Then wait patiently for the idea 
(or ideas) that will come. 

While you wait, cultivate your faith. Ex
press, if you wish, your contentment with your 
lot even while you expect greater good: "I have 
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faith in my present good; I rejoice in living 
this moment." Deny any feeling of doubt or 
impatience: "All that the Father has is mine 
now, and I do not need to worry about the fu
ture." Put into words your determination to 
continue to do your best, in every way, right 
where you are: "I do each task lovingly and 
thoroughly because I know that I am using 
God's life and substance in each thing I do." 
And remember to restate your patience, too: "I 
am patient, for I know that God's goodness is 
unchangeable; it is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever." 

Remember, this is a test—not a test of God, 
but a test of yourself. It is a test of your pa
tience, of your proper understanding of pa
tience. The results are unfailing. God's ideas 
for your greater good will come to you, as you 
prove your faith by evidencing your patience. 
But remember that patience is not passive wait
ing, but active, faithful expectation. 

One of the best of the Biblical references to 
patience is the exhortation in the sixth chapter 
of Hebrews: "And we desire that each one of 
you may show the same diligence unto the ful
ness of hope even to the end; that ye be not 
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sluggish, but imitators of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises." No, 
indeed, sluggish waiting will not accomplish 
anything. God does not want our abject, fearful 
resignation; He wants our active, confident par
ticipation in His plans, as He reveals them to 
us, and only "through faith and patience" shall 
we achieve what we desire. 

Lowell Fillmore has said: "Patience is not 
a negative quality. It is not the virtue of one 
who has given up hope or ambition, but it is 
the very foundation of true ambition and true 
hope, because it makes use of every available 
force at hand and weaves all the material into a 
perfect pattern. . . . There is nothing to fear, 
there is nothing to worry about, there is noth
ing to be angry about, there is nothing to get 
excited over in all of God's kingdom. Realize 
that you are in the kingdom; sit upon the gold
en throne now and play your harp." 

True patience comes only through spiritual 
understanding—and it is something very 
much worth our striving for. It is not an easy 
thing to attain, but once attained it changes the 
whole complexion of our affairs. Having pa
tience, we do not fret and worry and vainly 
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plead with God to present us with miraculous 
outworkings of our desires. Instead, we accept 
the opportunity of the present moment—the 
opportunity to bring ourselves and our affairs 
into divine harmony with God's laws—and 
thus we do our part in bringing about the order
ly, timely demonstration of the good we seek. 

"The proving of your faith worketh pa
tience," James wrote. "And let patience have 
its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and en
tire, lacking in nothing." Here again is that 
significant coupling of patience with work! It is 
a coupling that you and I must make in our 
thinking, if we are to accomplish what we want 
to accomplish. And once we have firmly 
grasped the real meaning and power of pa
tience, there will be no limit to our demonstra
tions of good. We have the word of Jesus 
Christ: "In your patience ye shall win your 
souls." 



God's Instant 

~X"V7""7"HENEVER WE think of patience, in 
\ X / connection with our demonstration of 

* good in our lives, we are likely to call 
to mind the incidents we have seen, or heard of, 
in which the desired demonstration was "in
stantaneous." Is there a conflict here? Why 
does one man experience an "instantaneous 
healing," while another waits patiently over a 
long period of time for his healing to be com
plete? 

When a practice air-raid alert was held in 
New York City several years ago, virtually all 
activity in the world's largest city came to a 
halt for fifteen minutes. A writer in a weekly 
magazine, reporting what took place, described 
the strange calm that descended over the city, 
and concluded: "Who knows? Maybe if every
body in the world stood still for a quarter of 
an hour and looked into the eyes of the next 
man, the mischief would come to an end." 

If everybody in the world knew the Truth 
of God, so that he might behold the Christ in 
his neighbor, then surely fifteen minutes would 
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be sufficient time to change the world. For time 
is relative, but Truth is absolute. 

The story of the life of Jesus is replete with 
incidents of instantaneous change. We call 
these incidents miracles, and we regard them as 
"miraculous" exactly because they took place 
suddenly. When Jesus commanded the palsied 
man to take up his bed and walk, and the man 
obeyed without hesitation, the crowds around 
them "were amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
We never saw it on this fashion." Most of us 
have not seen healings "on this fashion," but we 
have all seen healing, with or without medical 
aid. Every healing is accomplished through the 
application of God's principle of wholeness, 
whether material agents are utilized or not, 
whether the healing takes place instantaneously 
or in "God's instant men call years." 

So we must conclude that time is an impor
tant element in our definition of a miracle. Had 
the palsied man been able to avail himself of 
medical or surgical treatments that cured his in
firmity after a period of months or years, few 
would have been amazed. The miracle, to mor
tal sense, was in Jesus' instantaneous applica
tion of the Christ power within Him. 
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After Jesus and the disciples returned from 
their stormy night on the Sea of Galilee, the 
people of Gennesaret brought the sick from all 
the surrounding area, for healing. Matthew 
tells us that "as many as touched [the border of 
his garment] were made whole." 

Their healing was instantaneous, in the 
sense that when they manifested supreme faith 
by touching the hem of Jesus' garment, they 
were made whole. Yet the work that culmi
nated in that instantaneous change began when 
each one heard of the Master's arrival and 
started out to the place where He was. All of 
the energy and faith expended in going to Him 
were part of the healing, yet the actual healing, 
the dramatic demonstration of wholeness, was 
instantaneous. Those who traveled a mile to 
reach and touch Jesus' garment were healed im
mediately, and so were those who traveled 
twenty miles. The distance, the time involved, 
varied for each individual; the healing in each 
case took place instantaneously. 

So it is with our application of the principles 
of Truth. Sometimes we wait months, or years, 
for the realization of some cherished desire. 
Sometimes we grow impatient, or even bitter, 
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when we think that God does not quickly an
swer our prayers for something that we "really 
need." Yet the actual demonstration of that for 
which we pray always takes place instantane
ously—when we are ready for it. 

A wise woman who has studied and used 
Truth for many years believes that it is a mis
take to speak of "growing in Truth." Truth, she 
says, is absolute; when we know the Truth, we 
know it, and that is all there is to it. As well 
speak of "growing in mathematics"! Either we 
know a mathematical principle, or we do not 
know it, and there is no such thing as half-
knowing. Very early in life we learn that four 
and four make eight. We learn this, we accept 
it as unalterable truth. It is not a case of learn
ing first (in error) that four and two make 
eight, then (in closer approach to the truth) 
that four and three make eight, and finally (the 
truth) that four and four make eight. Only one 
rule of simple addition is true, and we learn 
that rule and use it. 

But in arithmetic, as in Truth, we develop 
our capacity to learn the principles. Certain 
principles are more advanced than others; the 
advanced rules depend upon the elementary 
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rules. Before we learn that four and four add 
up to eight, we learn that one and one make 
two, that two and two make four. 

Once we truly know a principle of Truth, 
we are able to use it. There are no halfway meas
ures in Truth. If we really know the prosper
ing principles of God, we use them to demon
strate full prosperity; we do not stop with "just 
enough to live on," but we demonstrate abun
dantly, even opulently. Once we have mastered 
the elementary principles of health and whole
ness so that we comprehend God's great heal
ing Truth, no bodily ill can befall us, from a 
sprained finger to blindness. 

The immediacy of the working of God's 
law is demonstrated again and again in an
swered prayer. It is because we believe this 
truth that we pray affirmatively, not supplicat-
ingly. We know that the healing we need, the 
prosperity we want, the adjustment we desire 
are accomplished in God-Mind, and can be im
mediately and perfectly demonstrated in our 
life if we apply the principles of Truth. There
fore we do not ask for the demonstration; we 
give thanks that the demonstration has taken 
place, because if we know the principle and 
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thus use it properly, the demonstration does 
take place even as we affirm it. 

Like the sick people who came to Gennesa-
ret to touch the hem of Jesus' garment, we come 
to the full knowledge and perfect use of God's 
laws over various roads, through different ex
periences, and our journeys may be short or 
long. According to our starting point and the 
single-mindedness with which we progress, we 
reach the hem of His garment—the moment of 
instantaneous change—soon or late. 

But never too late. "For everything there is 
a season, and a time for every purpose under 
heaven," said Solomon. We know, when it is 
time for us to know. We ourselves determine 
the time of our knowing, in that we compre
hend the fullness of God's Truth when we truly 
desire to comprehend it. And when we do 
know, there is nothing that can delay or im
pede the perfect manifestation of our good. 

World conditions should not dismay us; 
we need not feel that "there may be an end to 
war some day, but we'll never see it in our 
time." Universal peace could come this very 
day. God never decreed that a certain number 
of centuries should elapse before wars would 
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cease, or that certain elaborate conditions must 
be met before mankind would know peace. The 
only condition for peace is love; the only time 
involved is the time it takes for men to recog
nize each other as brothers. 

Now, this minute, look at a fellow man with 
love in your heart. See the Christ in him, 
whether he be relative, friend, or stranger. And 
as you do so, know that all over the world, mil
lions of people are seeing those around them as 
brothers, seeing the divine self within those 
who a moment ago may have been acquaint
ances, casual friends, or even "enemies." As you 
realize this truth, you will understand how the 
world could be changed in fifteen minutes, or in 
one minute. For time means nothing in relation 
to Truth. "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free"—and there is no 
time limit to the promise. Whether "God's in
stant" be a second or a century depends on our 
individual application of Truth. 

"If Thou Canst P-

Do YOU sometimes feel that your prayers 
lack power? When you pray for 
healing, for yourself or for another, 

do you feel that perhaps your words are poor 
and inadequate to release the mighty power of 
God ? Does it seem to you that the prayer of a 
lone individual like yourself is a puny thing to 
offer against the appearances of war, disease, 
and poverty? 

If such thoughts come to you, you can know 
that you are not alone in your doubting. Such 
thoughts have come to each of us at one time 
or another; indeed, they are evidence that 
prayer is a vital part of all life, and that we 
want to comprehend and use its power to the 
fullest extent. 

Learning how best to pray is a lifetime proj
ect; yet effective prayer is possible for the veri
est beginner in Truth. The first thing is to 
know that every prayer, even the most halting, 
unsure petition, reaches God, if it is a prayer 
of faith. The power is God's, but the faith must 
be ours. 
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Once a man brought his son to Jesus for 
healing. After describing the boy's affliction, 
the father said to Jesus, "If thou canst do any
thing, have compassion on us, and help us." 
And Jesus replied, "If thou canst!"—in effect, 
"It's up to you." He told the man, "All things 
are possible to him that believeth." The dis
traught father, knowing as little about prayer as 
the rest of the multitude that crowded around 
Jesus, yet was able to offer an immediate, ef
fective prayer: "I believe; help thou mine un
belief." That was enough. Jesus recognized 
that sincere cry as a perfect prayer, and He 
caused the boy to be healed. 

One of the wondrous devices used by mod
ern telephone companies is a certain kind of 
amplifier, called a junction transistor. It is a 
small bead, three-sixteenths of an inch in di
ameter. Using less current than an ordinary 
flashlight bulb, this tiny object, about half the 
size of a pea, amplifies electrical signals a mil
lion times. 

Prayer is like that device: it is an instrument 
of almost unbelievable power. The original 
"signal" is our simple human desire. In the 
human mind, circumscribed by our human 

" / / Thou Canst!" 139 

doubts and fears, there arises a longing for 
some good thing—for peace, or health, or pros
perity. We have little or no human power to 
attain the thing we want, but when we pray, 
the human desire is amplified; our weak human 
signals become, through the instrument of 
prayer, the strong signals that contact and call 
forth the mighty, inexhaustible power of God. 

No one knows or can calculate the exact 
power of prayer to bridge the gap between our 
human desires and God's limitless abundance, 
between the needs of the world and the infinite 
potential of God. Jesus told His disciples that 
their affirmative prayer would be strong enough 
to move a mountain, if they had "faith as a 
grain of mustard seed"—and a mustard seed is 
many times smaller than the million-power 
amplifier of the telephone company. 

If we feel that there is doubt or uncertainty 
in our minds that prayer can touch and tune in 
with God's power, we should pray first of all 
for the Spirit so to fill our consciousness that 
there will be no room in it for unbelief. Even in 
these supposedly cynical days, we learn perfect 
belief and firm faith quickly when we pray for 
illumination. 
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When the Spirit illumines our minds and 
hearts, we learn how to commune with God in 
every situation, under any circumstance. We 
may still feel that our prayers are no more skill
fully phrased, no more eloquently voiced; but 
we experience a deep sense of fulfillment when 
we pray, and we begin to understand something 
of the manner in which God is teaching us to 
pray. Whatever is profitable for us to know is 
revealed to us; we no longer have a tendency to 
struggle for a revelation. Outer opportunities 
come as inner developments require them. That 
which is best for all concerned is manifested. 

We learn, too, that when we become anx
ious, we "push" and cause tension. We learn 
that when we pray, we are to leave the whole 
matter in God's hands, trusting that He is do
ing that which is best and will result in exactly 
the right arrangement of our affairs. Whatever 
we ourselves are to do in an outer way, if any
thing, will be revealed to us at the right time. 

Once a woman wrote to Myrtle Fillmore, 
telling of her anxiety over the sale of some 
property. She had prayed, she said, but she 
could not help worrying and fretting, wishing 
that the sale would be consummated as she had 
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asked. And Myrtle Fillmore chided her loving-
ly: 

"You wouldn't even treat a real estate dealer 
that way—you wouldn't place the property with 
him for sale, and then keep going to him ev
ery day, taking the property out of his hands, 
and worrying about what to do with it. You 
would expect him to do what was right and 
best. With God, you know that you are dealing 
with One who is all-wise, all-loving, and all-
powerful. You can rest assured that all is being 
done that is necessary. But you must trust to di
vine judgment as to the terms, the price, and 
the other arrangements. Don't let your anxiety 
place a limit on your good; let God decide 
what the property is worth, and how and when 
to bring the good to you." 

We do not have to fight battles. Our part is 
to turn to God, to open our minds and hearts to 
Him through prayer. When we learn to do this, 
we discover that the errors of the past have no 
power over the present or the future. The past 
recedes from us, if we do not hug it to us, and 
the light that the changing perspective throws 
upon it makes it a pleasing background for our 
present activities. As we become more con-
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scious of God's presence, the whole is revealed 
to us as a wonderful picture of our spiritual 
progress. We rest in the assurance that the fu
ture is in His hands. 

Sometimes those who sincerely desire to es
tablish good in their lives say, "I can't pray, 
because I don't have enough faith; and I don't 
understand how to develop my faith." Remem
ber this: faith does not come through under
standing; rather, understanding comes through 
faith. The first step toward the cultivation of 
faith is prayer—any prayer, no matter how 
short or simple. 

Shortly after I first became acquainted with 
Truth, I went to work in a certain office. On 
the wall just opposite my desk was a framed 
motto, somewhat in the style of the old-fash
ioned samplers, that read: "God, the good, is 
all there is." I could not help seeing that sen
tence whenever I raised my eyes from my work. 

"God, the good, is all there is" became the 
first affirmative prayer that I ever consciously 
prayed. I seldom uttered the words aloud, but 
they were constantly in my mind. When I had 
a problem, when I met an unpleasant situation, 
or when I had to deal with someone who 
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"rubbed me the wrong way," that sentence 
came to the fore in my consciousness. I soon 
found that "God, the good, is all there is" was 
as effective a prayer as I would ever need. Just 
that simple thought had the power to expel the 
negative, unpleasant thoughts from my mind, 
and make room for the ideas that Divine Mind 
had for me to use. Emmet Fox said that even 
the four words "God is with me" have the 
power to put the human mind in contact with 
God, because they constitute a statement of ab
solute Truth. 

God's Truth is the foundation of all con
temporary discoveries in the science of the 
mind. The divine power of mind was known 
and used many centuries before the modern ap
plication of it in psychiatric fields. One of 
Paul's admonitions to the Ephesians was "Be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind." And a 
great prophet who lived centuries before Jesus 
was born expressed perfectly the power con
tained in that wall motto opposite my desk, 
when he said: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because he 
trusteth in thee." 

It is well for us to want to learn to pray more 
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effectively. It is natural that we should be vi
tally interested in the growth of our spiritual 
life. But we should rid ourselves of any feeling 
of inadequacy when we pray—for prayer, even 
the prayer of one who has only begun to be
lieve, is a mighty instrument, the like of whose 
power to contact the infinite the physical world 
will never know. 

How to Get the Most Out of Prayer 

A FRIEND OF mine who grew up on a farm 
told me once that of all the little chores 
she and her brother were required to 

perform, the one they particularly disliked was 
shelling corn for the chickens. 

"Our hands were small, of course, and it 
was hard for us to hold the big ears of corn and 
shell the grains off," she said. "Sometimes we 
used a corncob to push the kernels off, but even 
that didn't lighten the task very much. Both of 
us dreaded the job, and we wished we could de
vise some easy method of shelling corn. 

"A neighbor had an old shed on her farm, 
where we often went to play. There was a lot 
of machinery in the shed, no longer used, and 
the neighbor told us we could play with it or 
do anything we wanted to with it. None of it 
was of any use to her, she said. 

"None of the machines was dangerous (at 
least not to farm children, used to such things ) , 
and we had a lot of fun with each of them. One 
that particularly fascinated us was a kind of 
grinder, with an opening on one side, a big 
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handle that turned, and a spout. We used to 
play with this often, making believe it was one 
thing or another, though we never knew what 
it really was. 

"One day I happened to mention to this 
neighbor that my brother and I had to shell 
corn for the chickens that day, and I spoke of 
how I disliked the slow, difficult job. To my 
surprise, our neighbor said: 'Well, why don't 
you use that old corn sheller out in my shed? I 
told you you were welcome to anything there.' 

"Yes, that's right—the old 'grinder' that we 
had played with so often was a corn sheller. As 
soon as we found out what it was, we took it 
home and used it, and from then on the job of 
shelling corn for the chickens wasn't a job at 
all—it was fun!" 

How like those children many of us are! No 
matter what task faces us, no matter what prob
lem confuses us, we have the perfect "tool," 
the ideal solution—affirmative prayer. Yet we 
sometimes waste years in toying with the tool 
before we come to know just how effective and 
useful it is. And once we do know, we wonder 
how we ever could have been so blind, so slow 
to learn! 
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I think that virtually every one of us is aware 
of prayer. We know what prayer is, at least 
vaguely. Man has always known that prayer is 
communication with the Infinite. Depending 
on our upbringing, our religious backgrounds, 
we have come to have varying conceptions of 
the place of prayer in our lives. How we pray, 
when we pray, why we pray—on these we may 
differ, but on one point most of us have always 
agreed: there is such a thing as prayer, and 
prayer is something we can use whenever and 
however we choose. 

Those of us who are students of Truth have 
learned that affirmative prayer is a simple 
"tool" for making direct contact with God's 
infinite power. We are aware that the tool is 
at hand, and that we can put it to use whenever 
we choose. But too often we use the tool ten
tatively, experimentally. 

When we "feel a cold coming on," we re
peat an affirmation for health and wholeness 
without any firm belief that we shall be healed, 
but rather in a spirit of "trying anything once." 
If we have financial difficulties, we repeat a 
prosperity affirmation—at the same time saying 
to ourselves, in effect, "I don't see how this can 
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do any good, but it won't hurt anything, any
way." Or in a dispute with a neighbor, per
haps, we affirm "The Christ in me beholds the 
Christ in you"—all the while listening to an
other voice within us that is saying skeptically, 
"Of course, I know there's some good in every
body—but he certainly keeps it well hidden!" 

What we are doing, of course, is using af
firmative prayer in a way entirely different from 
that for which it was intended. We are using it 
as a sort of talisman, just as the little girl and 
her brother used the corn sheller as a plaything. 
And, like the corn sheller, affirmative prayer is 
of some value even when improperly used. In 
spite of our skepticism, every affirmation we 
repeat, mentally or aloud, affects us to some de
gree; every affirmative prayer, no matter how 
tentatively or weakly we express it, builds into 
our consciousness at least a tiny awareness of 
health, of abundance, of harmony. 

The children playing with the corn sheller, 
thinking of it as a toy, had fun with it. So we, 
toying with affirmative prayer, using it doubt
fully or experimentally, have some benefit from 
it, however small. There is no such thing as 
bad prayer for a good end. 
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But prayer is infinitely more than a talisman, 
just as the corn sheller was a great deal more 
than a plaything. The corn sheller could be 
used as a plaything by children who knew no 
better use for it—but when they learned its real 
value, what a tremendous difference it made in 
their young lives! The moment that they put it 
to the use for which it was designed, it afforded 
an effective solution for a problem that loomed 
large to them. 

The parallel is clear: What a tremendous 
difference prayer makes in our lives, when we 
become aware of its real purpose and power! 
How greatly prayer can change our lives, how 
easily solve our problems, once we learn how 
to pray! 

"Except ye . . . become as little children 
" It was not surprising, of course, that my 

friend and her brother were so quick to put the 
corn sheller to use shelling corn, after they 
found out just what it was. Children have a 
simple, direct way of doing the obvious, ap
propriate things; once they find out what a tool 
or implement was made to do, they usually try 
to use it for that purpose. (Many of us have 
been surprised to find how quickly children 
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learn to pray affirmatively, and with what sure 
results!) 

But we adults—too often coated with the 
accumulated skepticism and doubt of years— 
sometimes hesitate and hold back, even after 
we learn what prayer is and how to pray most 
effectively. We know (intellectually) that the 
perfect tool is available, and how it should be 
put to use, but still we choose some method 
less effective, something that we fool ourselves 
into thinking is "just as good." We try to solve 
our problems with our limited, human capaci
ties and ideas—which is certainly as foolish as 
shelling corn by hand when a mechanical corn 
sheller is available! 

My friend related another anecdote along 
the same line: The same neighbor had an apple 
tree on her property. She told my friend and 
her brother that they could have all the apples 
they wanted from that tree, just for the taking. 

So the children went to the apple tree and 
began picking up fallen apples, carefully select
ing only those with blemishes on them, and 
leaving the better apples for the owner. The 
woman came along when they had their baskets 
almost filled, and noticed that they had taken 
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only the imperfect fruit. "But why didn't you 
take the good apples?" she asked. "I told you to 
take all you wanted; I didn't want you to save 
the good ones for me. I have plenty of apples 
from my other trees." 

God has made it plain to us that the tools 
we need for effective living are at hand; He has 
emphasized the fact that the best is none too 
good for us. "It is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom." Should it not be 
obvious to us that we should settle for nothing 
but the best? 

Yet you and I still settle, sometimes, for 
second best. We accept less than the abun
dance of good our Father has for us. We "make 
do" with the less-than-good we have, instead 
of claiming our Father's rich gifts of health, 
harmony, and prosperity. 

Whenever I find myself persuaded, by my 
own timidity and skepticism, to "put up" with 
some undesirable condition or circumstance in 
my life, I remind myself of the children who 
filled their baskets with blemished apples, when 
they might have had ripe, unblemished fruit for 
the taking. It is as though God were saying to 
me: "Why not take all the good I have for 



152 Magnificent Decision 

you? All that I have is yours; you cannot ex
haust My storehouse of good. Take the best! 
The good you receive is limited only by your 
recognition of it and your acceptance of it." 

The perfect way to recognize and accept 
our good is the way of prayer—affirmative 
prayer, the prayer that sees our good as already 
at hand, that accepts the good the Father has 
for us. Day by day we learn, through faithful 
practice, how much more rewarding is the 
prayer of faith than the prayer that asks, timid
ly, experimentally. And best of all, the more we 
pray, the better we pray. Every prayer we affirm 
in faith and confidence gives us greater faith 
and confidence for the next prayer—until one 
day we discover, happily, that we are living 
each day in divine order, with health, abun
dance, and peace filling our lives. God's perfect 
tool—prayer—has become part of our lives, 
performing in and through us its perfect part 
in His grand design. 

Let God Guide You 

You HAVE within you right now all the 
power and wisdom and talent you will 

ever need. 
"Unless above himself he can 
Erect himself, how poor a thing is man!" 

a poet has said. But every man has the capacity 
to "erect himself" above his human resources. 
Every man has within himself the power to do 
and to be. The biographies of famous men and 
women are proof of the fact that most of the 
world's great doers start with "nothing"; they 
grow from mediocrity to greatness because they 
recognize and realize the power that is within 
them. 

There is no reason for any man or woman 
to feel resigned to any particular station in life. 
Despite this fact there is a growing feeling that 
the days are past when a boy or girl can rise 
from poverty and obscurity to wealth, fame, 
prestige, and power. Young people tell them
selves that such things were possible in earlier, 
less complicated times but they are impossible 
now. By accepting such error thoughts we de-
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lude ourselves. Everyone today has the same 
power of achievement possessed by those in by
gone ages: the power within, the power of God. 

Do not let yourself be convinced of any im
possibility in your life. Refuse to accept any un
desirable situation, any unpleasant circum
stance. Remind yourself of the infinite power 
that is yours; know constantly that you can do 
anything, be anything—if you want strongly 
enough to make use of the God power within 
you. 

A condition, you say? Yes, a condition— 
but a condition of method, not of obstacle. 
There are certain things that you must do if you 
are to tap your inner powers. But these things 
are not onerous, nor do they require special tal
ents; they are things that you are capable of do
ing, right now, where you are. 

What do you want to do or be? To answer 
that question is to take the first step toward 
achievement. Answer the question for yourself, 
and answer it with care, for on its answer hinges 
all your future life. 

Give time and thought to your answer. Re
gardless of your satisfaction or dissatisfaction 
with your present lot, make sure that you know 
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what you want. If you think you want change, 
be very sure that you really want change, and 
not just a different atmosphere, different atti
tudes, in your present situation. Perhaps the dis
satisfaction you feel stems from conditions that 
can be changed—and perhaps you are the one 
who can do the changing. Even though you be
lieve that, others are responsible, there may be 
much that you can do to bring about a change. 
Finding out what you really want will help 
you to see opportunities for improvement. 

Be open-minded, both to the advantages of 
your present lot and to the opportunities else
where. Above all, do not hold onto any circum
stance unless you are sure that it is the right cir
cumstance for you. Do not fear change; do not 
try to avoid change, if God wants change for 
you. (How will you know? He will tell you; 
He will make His will known in you. You can
not help knowing if you ask Him in faith.) 

No man or woman is bound to any unde
sirable situation. No child of God is called up
on to be resigned to any limiting circumstance. 
You are not bound; you are not limited. You 
are free. You are able to change your circum
stance. No demands of others, no need for your 
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services, can chain you. You can serve without 
being limited. You can express love and help
fulness to others and enjoy your individual 
spiritual growth, simultaneously. God does not 
require you to sacrifice your happiness, your op
portunities, your development, for another. He 
wants you to serve, but He expects you to grow 
and progress individually as well. 

If you can achieve what you want to achieve 
where you are, well and good. Make an extra 
effort to do so; do not let your present oppor
tunities escape you. But if you feel that God is 
telling you to change, to move on, do not hesi
tate. The great explorers, scientists, philoso
phers, and thinkers of all time have refused to 
walk familiar paths unless those paths seemed 
right and true. 

But you are not an explorer, a scientist, a 
philosopher? Ah, but you are! You are the ex
plorer of your own self; you have the bound
aries of limitation in your own life to push back. 
Your mind is a laboratory wherein you and only 
you can do the work of the scientist. You are 
the only philosopher who will ever think your 
thoughts; it is up to you to think through and 
establish a way of life for yourself. 
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You may need to get out of the groove you 
are in; you may need to learn how to live where 
you are. Whichever it is, you are on the way to 
happiness and successful living once you know. 
And if you know, how do you achieve what you 
want? You must be ready. God is always ready. 
His power to achieve is always available to you, 
but you cannot use His power until you are 
ready. And getting ready is something that you 
can do. 

You can serve where you are or in a new 
place; the key word is "serve." For more happi
ness where you are, or for the chance to go 
higher, serve—where you are. Whether you 
are in business or in the home, whether you as
sociate with one or a hundred persons a day, 
whether the reward you seek is material or 
spiritual, serve. Serve well, the best you know 
how. If you feel that you are already doing your 
part, do more. Look for ways to serve better. If 
inharmonious human relations limit you, do not 
limit yourself to going halfway toward a solu
tion; go beyond, go further, go the extra mile. 
You have this supreme authority for making an 
extra effort: "Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 



158 Magnificent Decision 

and pray for them which despitefully use you." 
If you are sincerely determined to do and 

to be, to achieve your goal, God will put op
portunities in your way for learning and grow
ing. Accept every opening as a chance to grow 
and develop, even though you see little connec
tion between today's opportunity and your ulti
mate goal. 

Many years ago a young girl, teaching 
school in a small town, made friends with a 
woman who was the town's railroad-station 
agent. The woman offered to teach the girl to 
operate the telegraph key. Though she could 
see no possible use for such knowledge the girl 
accepted the opportunity and learned telegra
phy. 

One day the woman was called away for a 
few hours, and she asked her young friend to 
take her post at the telegraph key. The girl 
agreed, glad of a chance to try out what she had 
learned. Only a short time after the woman had 
left her alone in the station, the girl heard a 
group of men outside the window, plotting the 
robbery of a large payroll that was to be on the 
next train to arrive. Without hesitation the girl 
telegraphed the news to the next town. 
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Within minutes the plotters entered the sta
tion, bound the girl, and made plans to board 
the payroll train when it stopped at the station. 
They did board the train, and they might have 
carried off the robbery without interference had 
it not been for the fact that authorities were 
waiting at the next town to apprehend them— 
authorities alerted by the girl, who had accepted 
her opportunity to learn telegraphy even 
though she saw no practical use for it. 

Let God guide you. Accept His judgment. 
Your life unfolds according to His plan, and 
only He knows the master pattern. If He offers 
you a chance to learn, to unfold, in some partic
ular way, accept what He offers. Do not reject 
or put off any opportunity to grow. And do not 
make immediate reward a condition of your 
growth. 

You will be paid; you will be paid well. No 
one who has served God has ever denied that 
He pays well. (I think it was Gardner Hunting 
who referred to God as "the most generous of 
paymasters.") But you may be paid in currency 
whose value is not at once apparent to you. 
Sometimes His rewards are deposited to your 
account, and you learn of them at some later 
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time. If this happens, this, too, is part of His 
master plan; He knows that you will be better 
able to make use of the reward when you are 
wiser. 

The important thing is to serve confidently. 
Once you accept His guidance, follow Him 
wholly. Do not reserve any part of your talent 
and energy; spend yourself completely as He 
directs. Do not forget the reward; simply ac
cept the truth that He is handling your affairs, 
and that your reward is being accurately com
puted and wisely invested for your best inter
ests. 

Then you cannot fail. You will become 
what you want to become because you have ac
cepted His guidance, because He leads you to 
your greatest good. Having achieved, you may 
look back to the day you let God make up your 
mind, and you may say, "Why, I had nothing 
when I started!" But you will be wrong if you 
say that: you had everything, because you had 
God in you. 

Magnificent Decision 

You ARE probably familiar with the 
phrase "let go and let God." It is a won
derful phrase, but until you change it 

from a precept to an act you cannot know just 
how wonderful it is. It is easy to give lip serv
ice to the idea of letting God manage our af
fairs; it requires a conscious decision (but it is 
infinitely rewarding, everlastingly worth the 
effort!) to let God really take over in every area 
of our lives. 

Perhaps we are slow to make the decision 
because we do not realize that it is a decision, 
the mental effects of which are so tangible, so 
startling, as to seem almost physical. Actually it 
is the focal point toward which all our prayers 
lead; it is the "doing" after the "hearing." It is 
not simply a matter of saying to ourselves: 
"Maybe God could handle this better than I 
can. If He has any good ideas on the subject, 
I'll be glad to consider them." It is a matter of 
coming to a momentous conclusion, a magnifi
cent decision. 

Sometimes we make this decision after deep 
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thought and much prayer; more often, we first 
learn how to "let go and let God" all of a sud
den, in a moment of crisis. Few of us will deny 
that we are, by and large, set in our ways of 
thinking, slow to be moved, and therefore it is 
not strange that we frequently become ac
quainted with God in a time of trouble. Any 
moment that can open our eyes to the Truth is 
a good moment. God does not bring about sor
row, distress, pain, or worry; but He makes use 
of whatever moments we will give to Him, and 
often the moments of distress are the only 
ones we are willing to let Him have. We turn 
to God in sorrow, pain, or distress not because 
God uses such negative devices to "push" us 
(for He does not), but because the helping 
hand of God is more quickly apparent when 
human or material resources are not visible to 
us or are too weak to aid us. 

Why do we sometimes fail to demonstrate 
health, prosperity, harmony, when we know the 
prayers to pray, the thoughts to think, the words 
to say ? Because it is so much easier to talk about 
Truth than it is to live Truth. Easier, that is, 
until we once step beyond talking into living. 
Then we find that using Truth and getting re-
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suits comes naturally, and we marvel that we 
waited so long to begin. 

Many of us can trace our maturing in Truth 
to some specific instance when we learned the 
meaning of letting go and letting God take 
over. Some years ago, shortly after I had been 
"exposed" to Truth teachings for the first time, 
I found myself faced with trouble. I had to 
cope with a serious crisis in my life. I knew (or 
thought I knew) how to pray, but I had always 
regarded prayer as a sort of auxiliary power, an 
added something that made my own efforts 
more effective. 

Now I was in such trouble that my own ef
forts meant nothing. There was nothing what
ever that I could do, no way out through any
thing I might do. I could not pray for God's 
help in taking some action of my own, because 
I knew of no action that I could possibly take. I 
had to let God take over; I had no other choice. 
That I finally "prayed aright" is no credit to 
me; I simply prayed in the only way left to 
pray, and of course that was the right way. 

All I did was consciously admit my own in
adequacy and say (in what exact words I have 
forgotten), "God, it's up to You." Immediately 
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He did take over; and the very moment of His 
taking over is as indelibly etched in my mind as 
though it had been a physical healing of some 
painful disease. 

God left no room in my mind for doubt, or 
worry, or fear; He filled me completely with 
peace and assurance. I no longer worried, be
cause there was no longer anything to worry 
about. I knew; I had prayed the perfect prayer, 
and His answer was all-encompassing. The so
lution to the problem that confronted me did 
not come at once; in fact the problem was not 
solved for more than a week. But never again 
did I have the slightest worry about its solution, 
nor about my ability to cope with it through 
God's power. 

I have known worry, doubt, and fear in the 
years since then; I have not achieved perfect 
faith and trust, and I frequently have to learn 
some of the lessons over again. But I have never 
forgotten the basic lesson. That one experience 
touched me so deeply that I can never fail to 
know what to do, even though I am sometimes 
slow and remiss in doing it. 

Perhaps you could relate a similar experi
ence of your own. If so, you will not misunder-
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stand me when I say that the essential part of 
praying is finishing your prayer and letting 
God take over. 

The ideal prayer, of course, is the prayer 
that asks for no specific thing or accomplish
ment but leaves all in God's hands. Often we 
learn this truth as a result of experiencing the 
thrilling lift of His taking over in some crisis. 

When we pray for the accomplishment of 
specific results, we have to ask from our own 
individual viewpoint, and that is always less 
wise than letting God handle our affairs from 
His viewpoint. Even the best of results, to our 
eyes, may not be (they seldom are, in fact) as 
good for us as what God in His infinite wisdom 
has planned for us. Our prayers are effective 
only when we pray with faith; and perfect faith 
is faith that God gives us only the best. 

That is why the simplest prayer we can 
pray is the best prayer—as we so often find out 
in moments of crisis. Harmonizing our thoughts 
with God's thoughts is the beginning of prayer, 
and it is also the end of prayer. But sometimes 
we pray for many months or years before we 
learn this. 

"Oh, how in our ignorance we have mis-
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taken and misunderstood God," wrote H. 
Emilie Cady, "in consequence of which we are 
today pygmies when He wanted to make us 
giants in love and health and power by mani
festing more of Himself through us! We would 
not let Him, because we have been afraid to 
say, 'Have Thy way in me; manifest Thyself 
through me as Thou wilt.' " 

On the ceiling above the wrestling mats in 
the athletic department of a certain university 
gymnasium is a sign that reads, "When you can 
read this, you're in trouble." 

Sometimes we ignore trouble until it has us 
flat on our back. Disaster is seldom sudden, 
though it may seem to be; trouble usually "tele
graphs its punches" well in advance. 

Our small troubles, coming as the natural 
result of small deviations from Truth, should 
be recognized as gentle warnings, helpful re
minders that our life needs to be put in order. 
But often we consider these smaller troubles as 
mere vexations, petty irritations that we can 
overcome by ourselves without consulting God 
about them. Reasoning along this line, we con
tinue in error until eventually we find ourselves 
in "real trouble." 
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When a man is flat on his back, he can look 
in only one direction: upward. That is the only 
direction his vision can take. But (to carry the 
analogy a bit further) a man who is able to 
"stand on his own two feet" may also look up
ward—if he wants to do so. He is not com
pelled to look upward; he can also look 
aside or downward, contemplating his prob
lems and material ways to solve them. It is 
when he looks upward—to the higher intelli
gence within him—that the perfect solution to 
every problem becomes plainly visible to him. 

Those who have experienced deeply and 
surely the assuring joy of answered prayer 
know that the best time to go to God in prayer 
is at the outset of a troubled situation, not at 
the time of great crisis. If we form the habit of 
looking to God at all times, we shall have the 
answer to any problem even before the problem 
confronts us. God's help should be our first, not 
our last resort. 

Resorting to God first is a matter of our 
state of mind as well as of time. Sometimes we 
ask God for something with a kind of defiant 
attitude. Expecting nothing but willing to try 
anything, we more or less dare Him to answer 
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our prayer. Such a prayer is not the sure prayer 
of faith. 

If we have ever actually "let go and let 
God" in a time of trouble we are fervent in our 
testimony to the effectiveness of this practice. 
But to "let go and let God" is sometimes a dif
ficult thing to do. It is only human for us to 
have concern for those we love or to desire the 
happy outcome of a cherished project. 

The truth of the matter is that when we re-
release a loved one or a specific problem to 
God's will we are not merely praying in a sensi
ble way; we are truly praying in the right way. 
If we try to dictate to God precisely how our 
prayers for another shall be answered, we are 
forgetting that He gave all men free will, and 
that making his own way to his highest good is 
each individual's divine privilege. Even though 
we love another person very much and feel that 
our motives are indeed high and unselfish, if we 
ask in prayer for the accomplishment of a spe
cific act in his life, we are invading his divine 
right as an individual to live his life as he wills. 

Why should we pray that a certain need be 
met in a certain way? The truth is that we do 
not even know all our needs, much less all the 

Magnificent Decision 169 

wonderful ways in which God is prepared to 
meet our needs. We cannot ask God in detail 
for our complete good, because we do not as 
yet know what all the details are. Only God can 
fill them in and make the picture complete. 

In the knowledge that God is supplying all 
our needs, according to His omniscience, we 
can relax, in the truest sense of the word. God, 
speaking through the prophet Isaiah, promised, 
"Before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear." Since our needs 
are known to God (and already fulfilled in Di
vine Mind), the value of prayer to us lies in 
the fact that it aligns our mortal, materially 
circumscribed intelligence with the infinite in
telligence of God, and thus the things we need 
are manifested in the material world. 

This manifestation requires faith, active 
faith. And faith is like physical strength in that 
it increases with exercise. 

More than thirty years ago a woman wrote 
to Myrtle Fillmore, telling of a hesitant desire 
to go to California and make her home with 
friends. Mrs. Fillmore replied: 

"Begin at once to get ready to do the thing 
. which you desire to do and feel is best. Exercise. 
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your faith, and do your part to bring about the 
good that you are asking for. If you feel con
vinced that it is the right thing for you to go, 
get things in readiness to leave. Have you your 
luggage ready to move? Have you selected your 
California clothes? Or, are you going to wait 
till you get there, to be sure you have things 
which Californians wear? Have you written 
R and P to tell them you are planning 
to go ? Do it. You see, your faith must lay right 
hold of the thing you ask for and expect! The 
folks out there will feel your ready decision 
and your definite way of handling your affairs, 
and that will count in their decision." 

After we have prayed that God's will may 
be made manifest in some particular matter, 
we should not put that matter out of mind. 
Rather we should put the situation, "wrapped" 
neatly in God's care, to one side of the mind. 
When we have occasion to think about it, to 
exercise our faith, we can regard the situation 
cheerfully and lovingly, knowing that God is 
in charge of it. We can bring it- to the fore
ground of our consciousness without fear, 
dread, or uncertainty. Having let go of respon
sibility for it, we let God adjust it to divine 
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order. Then if He shows us that we are to do 
something further concerning it, we can be sure 
that our action will be divinely guided. 

Whatever your prayer, whatever your need, 
do not be afraid to finish your prayer and let 
God take over. Talking to God is good, yet 
there comes a point at which you must stop 
talking, stop reasoning, stop planning, and sim
ply gire up to God. You have available for your 
use whatever portion of God's power you are 
willing to use; you cannot make His power the 
sole force in your life until you stop your own 
striving and straining. 

This does not mean that there is nothing 
for you to do, that God will solve your prob
lems in some supernatural way, without your 
help. Your help is wanted; you will have a part 
to play. But God cannot reveal the appropriate, 
effective action for you to take until you make 
yourself wholly receptive to Him. First let Him 
take over; then He will show you how to do 
your part. 

Must we wait until crisis comes before we 
make the magnificent decision? Of course not; 
we cannot make it too soon. And the blessed 
sense of change, of uplift within, is as tangible 
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and as thrilling when we turn to Him in a 
moment of happiness as it is when we make the 
decision in a crisis. God's way is obviously an 
improvement over sorrow, pain, despair; but it 
is also infinitely better and more satisfying than 
any material happiness, any worldly success we 
could know. Any time is the right time to turn 
our affairs over to Him. And any time we make 
the decision, He is ready to take over. 

Make the great decision; take the mighty 
step. Pray earnestly the perfect prayer: "Thy 
will be done." Say to God: "Father, it is up to 
You. From this moment on, You have full 
charge. You know all the answers; You know 
the perfect way ahead. Whatever You decide 
will be my decision. Whatever You tell me to 
do, I will do in spite of seeming handicaps or 
obstacles. I am freely, gladly giving up my own 
notions, my whims, my desires, with full con
fidence that Your plan for my life is going to 
fulfill all my needs and desires in a perfect way. 
You take over." 

Use your own words, or no words. This is a 
decision that you make with your heart, not 
with your tongue. It is a magnificent decision, 
the finest you will ever make. You will never 
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regret it; you will only regret that you did not 
make it sooner. For it is the key to all God's 
good, the instrument by which God makes us 
"giants in love and health and power." And 
best of all, it requires no special preparation, 
no complicated course of study, no years of 
waiting. The decision is yours to make now, at 
this instant. Will you make it? 
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