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ADVENTURES
IN

by Ernest C. Wilson

The teaching of The Sunlit Way is more
than a beautiful theory—it is the author's
own rich experience, first lived, then written.

jf PROSPERITY

The Sunlit Way is true to its title, because, from cover to cover it seeks to inspire you to become that which you potentially are, a child of light. Just as each
morning the world is made new with the
rising of the sun, so each new day you are
born to everything gladsome and joyous.
The language of this book is charming
in its simplicity. At a glance you get its
meaning because there are no difficult metaphysical terms to ponder. As you turn
from chapter to chapter you are impressed
with its sincerity. It makes happy reading.
This book, that points your way to love,
joy, peace, health, and plenty, the best
things of life, would be a valuable addition to your Truth library. A cloth-bound
book, price, $1.
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Only be strong and very courageous,
to observe to do according to all the lav/
. . . for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then t h o u s h a l t have
&ood success.—Joshua 1:7, 8.

DEDICATION
This book is dedicated to all who, in
the face of difEculties and problems and
discouragements, remain "strong a n d
very courageous, to observe to do according to all the law," with the hope
that in these pag.es they may find an incentive to persevere and to claim their
heritage of blessing from the One who
opens His hand and satisfies the desire
of every living thing.

moreworc
/ 3 I K B its companion volume, "The Sunlit
/ _ Way," this book is primarily practical. It
"* "^ is written out of actual experiences, most
of them the author's own, presented frankly and
simply, with no attempt to conceal the limitations
of the writer's own thought and understanding,
but as a testimony that the promises of God are as
dependable today as ever they were in times past.
"Jehovah thy God will bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the work of thy hands, and thou
shalt be altogether joyful."
In these "adventures in prosperity" the author
invites you to take with him a few simple steps
in the joyous journey back to the often undiscovered country of happiness and bounty that
lies close by, and that seems too often to be hidden
from anxious, seeking eyes.
Now, as you begin this adventure, the author
offers you his hand in fellowship, with the confident wish that your way will be a happy one. As
you stride along, you will become refreshed rather
than weary, your step will grow firmer and your
head will lift higher. "Only be strong and very
courageous" in obeying every part of the law as it
is unfolded to your understanding, and soon you
will find that the author has slipped your hand

out of his and into that of Another who can help
you far more, and who can lead you far beyond the
steps here recorded into heights yet hidden from
your sight. But the heights are very real, and it
is your destiny to know them, because you are a
son of the heights, the royal traveler of a royal
way. "The God of heaven, he will prosper us!"
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ONE

JjeijOYw Ike Ono of CskLncfs

I held it truth, with him who sin&s
To one clear harp in divers tones,
That men may rise on stepping-stones
Of their dead selves to higher things.
—Tennyson.

/"•"Y/4/*PIEN you are "at the end of your rope"
( \Y
there are three things that you can do.
^ (/ v You can let go, you can tie a knot in the
rope and hang on, or you can splice the rope and
begin again! None of these ideas is original, and
only one of them is worth serious consideration.
The first is destructive, the second is negative, and
only the third is constructive.
If you look beyond the end of anything you
will find a fresh beginning. The trouble with
many persons who reach "the end of things" is
that they let pain, or grief, or discouragement
keep them from looking further along. If they
would keep on, they would come to a fresh beginning.
The Greatest of men faced defeat, torture,
death on the cross, but He had faith to look beyond to the resurrection, and He thereby wrested
triumph from defeat.
Once, into a little Emerson study class of which
I was a member, there came a stranger. She was
dressed in somber black. I learned later that she
had recently been widowed and was left virtually
11

12

Beyond the End of Things

Adventures in Prosperity

13

her voice displayed new qualities of tone and
charm in the Lieder that displaced operatic arias
in her concert programs. She proved to herself
and to others that for her "the end of things" had
become only a challenge and a new opportunity!
At an age when many young men are just
getting their foothold in the business world, one
young man not long ago faced "the end of things"
in his life. Transgressions against society had
brought him a long gray stretch of years in prison.
But he became interested in Unity, and is interesting some of his fellow prisoners in the study of
Truth. He has become a member of the prison
band, and he is carving out a career as a writer of
verse. His poems have appeared in many of the
national magazines, some of them in Unity publications, and the story of his comeback has been
told to the readers of one of the national magazines devoted to articles of the "success" type.
For him "the end of things" was really the beginning, perhaps the first really good square start he
had yet had, even though it was made in the gray
shadows of a penitentiary. We believe in him,
and we have faith with him that the freedom that
he has begun to find in Truth will one day lead
him out of the grim shadows into the sunlight.
A woman who for years had been an invalid
came into the study of practical Christianity, and
was impressed by the desperate need of many who
sought its help as a last resort. Inspired by that
need, she arose from her couch of pain, and became a widely known and successful healer.

penniless, with no material resources, and with
five small children to rear. Apparently she was
at the end of her rope. The stalwart spirit of
Emerson's words aroused new hope and faith in
her. She refused longer to admit defeat. With
the love of her children and with her desire to
keep her family intact as an incentive, she began
anew. Instead of mourning the loss of, her husband, she made her life and that of her children a
monument to his memory.
She made wonderful discoveries beyond "the
end of things." She became most successful in
business, provided a beautiful home and a fine
education for her children, and became the unknown benefactor of hundreds of persons, as well.
Some years ago a famous opera star faced the
end of her career. Her voice no longer had the
power and flexibility demanded by her roles. She
decided to become a motion-picture actress, but
her films were only mildly successful. Instead of
trying to conceal the changes that time, and perhaps a change in mental outlook, were making in
her voice and appearance, she went abroad, courageously discarded a singing method to which she
had devoted all her life, and began again. She
developed an entirely new method of singing, and
with it a new personality. Freed from the anxiety
and worry of trying to maintain a position for
which she had begun to fear that she was no
longer quite suited, she seemed to find the secret
of rejuvenation. Her face, framed in softly graying hair, had a new youthfulness of appearance,

]
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"Their need was so much greater than my own
that mine was forgotten in trying to help a little,"
is the way she explained the miracle.
A financier was faced with the ruin of his vast
promotion plans. He was content to admit defeat
and to yield to a desire to lead a life of obscurity
until one of the humbler of his stockholders visited
him, a little old lady who confessed that her life
savings had been intrusted to his care and that
she had faith that he would be able to save them
for her. Inspired by her avowal, he "came back"
and rewon his lost fortune.
When you come to "the end of things" in some
part of your life, or even, as it sometimes seems,
in all parts of your life, there is only one thing
to do, and that is to begin again. Nothing that
expresses failure is ever final. In the larger view
of things, life knows no failure. Obstacles and
delays may appear, but in the long run life goes
along over them or around them.
In the history of mankind, civilizations have
fallen time and again, but always new life and
progress have risen again, phcenixlike, from the
ashes of the past. The forces of life cannot be
destroyed. He who admits failure is out of harmony with the eternal plan of life. Life knows
no failure.
Life persists because life is of God.
God can know no failure. He works in and
through humanity, and despite our apparent obliviousness to this fact His work persists. He
works in us to accomplish His divine will. That

Beyond the End of Things

15

will for man is life, health, success, happiness.
Knowing His purpose, we must likewise know
that whatever contradicts that purpose is itself a
contradiction. It cannot persist. Only that which
is like the Creator is worthy of being.
Wise indeed is the man who in the face of apparent failure can say within himself: "God works
in me to will and to do whatsoever He wishes me
to do, and God cannot fail!" Such a man is in
stride with the upward, progressive movement of
life. The mark of success is upon him.

CHAPTER TWO

CJw J^aw of the Jnacjlc J^amp

I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou
shalt &o:
I will counsel thee with mine
eye upon thee,
—Psalms 32:8.
A n d in every work that he
be&an . . . he did it with all his
heart, and prospered.
—II Chron. 31:21.

/jN
THE STORY of Aladdin and the wonder( I ful lamp, the genie did not appear simply be^
cause Aladdin wished him to appear. He
appeared when Aladdin rubbed the lamp! When
Aladdin set about putting into order what had
been placed in his custody, his good appeared.
Rub your lamp! Put into use the things that
you now possess, whether they be material possessions, talents and abilities, or opportunities
for service. What are you doing with what you
have?
Take the step that is just ahead of you. Use
what you have. Rub your lamp. Make way in
your consciousness and in your affairs for the
more abundant good that you desire.
It is notable that, in the seemingly miraculous
demonstrations of abundance recounted in the
Old and New Testaments, simple, everyday things,
things that were right at hand, were made the
basis of demonstrations that reached far beyond
the expected. Elijah called forth abundance to
meet the widow's needs by using the little oil that
she had in the house. Gideon's tiny band of three
17
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hundred men put to rout the great hosts of the
Midianites. David slew the giant with a pebble
hurled from a sling shot. Jacob won a deferred
dower from his father-in-law, Laban, by means
of a few spotted willow sticks. Jesus broke the
five loaves and the two fishes to feed five thousand. He drew forth money from a fish's mouth to
pay taxes. He took simple, untrained men as His
evangelists, and laid the foundation for a religion
that has spread throughout the world.
Many persons say that they do not succeed in
demonstrating prosperity because they have no
opportunities. It would be more accurate for them
to say that they can see no opportunities.
"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform"
—"mysterious" not so much because they are hidden as because they are unexpected ways. We
somehow imagine that the miracles of Truth must
invoke very unusual schemes and methods. Actually, they are built on simple things, imbued
and impregnated with spiritual faith.
Before you confess to a belief, in lack, either of
substance or opportunity, ask God to reveal to you
the substance and opportunity that He has placed
right at your hand. Make what you have, what
you can do, or what you can envisage the basis of
your demonstration.
This lesson was deeply impressed upon me by
one of my own experiences in Truth. My first
awakening to Truth aroused in me a great desire
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—and a very modest ability—to write. Finding
this channel of expression open to me, ever so
slightly, gave me great encouragement and enthusiasm. I wrote steadily and much. Most of
what I wrote was very mediocre in quality, but
it was so much better than I had ever believed
that I could do that it seemed wonderful to me.
Ideas for articles and poems poured through my
mind continually. I found their expression relatively easy. This continued for quite a time;
when, unaccountably and suddenly, I found myself void of ideas. I would sit at the typewriter
for hours at a time without writing a word.
The experience alarmed me, and I turned to
prayer and meditation for the explanation of it.
The answer was not long in coming. "What have
you done with what you have already written?"
the silent voice asked. That was all the hint that
I needed. I began to make disposition of the material that had accumulated. I sent it to magazines
and in other ways got it into channels of service.
Then my inspiration returned.
We block the channels of our supply when we
do not use the supply that has already come to us.
"What have I done with what I have?" is a question that every student who would demonstrate
greater abundance should ask himself, and should
answer honestly.
Often we storm the very gates of heaven for
what has already been given us. We need instead
to pray for vision that we may behold with receptive eyes the opportunities and blessings that
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have already reached us in God's channels. It is
a mark of spiritual growth to recognize the good
for which we ask.
A student once came to me very much perturbed because her husband, ordinarily a generous man, would not buy the grand piano that
she desired. The family had moved into a beautiful and luxurious new home, furnished with everything to make it a charming place in which to
live; everything, that is, except the piano!
The husband insisted that the old upright
piano that they had owned for many years was
good enough, and refused to buy the one that his
wife considered appropriate. I asked her if she
ever used the piano that they then had. She said
no; that she could not bear the sight of it, or the
sound of it either. I recommended that she overcome this prejudice and make use of the upright
piano; that she play it and praise it and bless it,
in order that it might "grow into" the handsome
grand piano that she preferred. Smiling somewhat incredulously, she agreed to try out my suggestion. It was late afternoon when she got home.
In the mellowing light and the lengthening shadows, the ugly, glaring lines of the ancient instrument were somehow softened. She thought, "It
doesn't look so bad, after all." Then she sat down
and began to play the instrument, a thing that
she had not done for many months. Her fingers
rambled from one tune to another. After a time
her son and daughter came home from high
school. The youth got out his trombone and ac-
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companied her, and his sister hummed the tunes
along with them. Before they realized it, it was
dusk. The father of the family joined them; he
was amazed to find them playing and singing
together, and heartily enjoyed the unexpected
family reunion. Within a few days the same experience was repeated.
It was not long before a grand piano made its
appearance, with a half apologetic remark from
the husband and father to the effect that, now
that the family's interest in music was renewed,
it would be nice to have an instrument that was
more responsive.
Incidentally, there is much more to this story
than the demonstration of a grand piano, much
that cannot be told here. Such manifoldly happy
results are not uncommon when we invoke the
divine law in our affairs. That law blesses us in
more ways than we can foresee—and more abundantly too.
Another illustration of the same principle is
found in a story gleaned from the public press.
I have used it elsewhere, but it will bear repeating
here. When the Republican National Convention
met in Kansas City a few years ago, a novelty
manufacturer planned to "clean up" by the sale
of little gray felt elephants. His plans were well
made, and so too, probably, were the elephants.
But the convention proved to be a much tamer
affair than had been expected—too tame for so
many elephants—and the manufacturer was left
with a large and unsalable stock. It seemed to be
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a total loss, but the manufacturer refused to accept that verdict of defeat. He reduced the girth
of the elephants, cut off their trunks and made
tails of them, and, behold, the little felt pachyderms became little felt donkeys, which were offered for sale soon afterward at the Democratic
convention at Houston! So the elephants became
donkeys; loss became profits, and sorrow became
joy.
The point of this story is obvious: make a
donkey out of your elephant, or it will make a
monkey out of you—a statement that applies to
the traditional white elephant as well as it applied
to the gray felt elephants in this story.
The impractical Truth student tells what he
would do if conditions were different. The practical Truth student knows that "to them that love
God all things work together for good." He prays,
not so much for different opportunities and
greater ones, as for a clear, alert vision that will
reveal to him the opportunities at hand. He invokes divine aid and blessing, and resolutely
makes a start toward the fulfillment of his vision,
no matter how unpromising or discouraging the
outlook may be. This is the unfailing way of
demonstration.
If we ask for divine aid in establishing our
permanent and abundant prosperity, then also we
must have faith that God will lead us promptly
and definitely into our good. Let us not cower
before or shrink from circumstances. Rather, let
us know that by the grace of God they will become
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agencies for the manifestation of our good; that
the very stones will rise up to bless us—and this
is almost literally true!
On one occasion a gentleman who had been
quite wealthy, but who had suffered severe financial losses, came to me for consultation. He declared that he had tried repeatedly to find employment in various cities larger than the one in which
I then lived, and that the possibilities of finding
work in this comparatively small city seemed very
meager. He affirmed his faith that God could
and would help him, and that if I would pray with
him he would be successful. I said: "We shall
pray together about the matter, and if we pray we
must believe, and act in faith. Let us give thanks
that the needed employment and supply are now
at hand, and that our vision is clear to accept
them."
He returned to his hotel, and the next day
telephoned to me about a curious experience. In
the hotel where he was staying there was a small
curio store. To kill time, my friend had wandered into the little shop and had got into conversation with the proprietor. He learned that
the proprietor was losing money, and was thinking of closing up shop because business was so
poor.
Glancing about at the grimy show cases and
the general air of neglect and untidiness, my
friend was not surprised. He suggested a few
changes, and the proprietor seemed very grateful.
"If I had a fellow like you to help me, I believe
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I could put this thing over," he said; "but my
resources are now so reduced that I could not even
pay you an adequate salary if you were willing to
help me."
"What could you pay?" my friend asked.
"Only fifteen dollars a week," answered the
shopkeeper.
My friend hurried to the telephone and told
me about the experience.
"What would you advise me to do?" he asked.
"We have asked for guidance and an opening,"
I answered. "Now let us praise and give thanks
for it. Accept the offer, not as a final solution of
your problem, but as a first indication that your
prayers have been heard. Do your very best, as
if you actually had the kind of work and the generous salary that you would like to have. The
humble position will prove to be a first step in the
thousand miles that you want to travel."
He hurried to the proprietor. "I will take your
offer," he said.
He did so. Nothing of outstanding interest
happened for several days. Then another guest
of the hotel wandered into the shop, as my friend
had done. He bought nothing, but chatted a
while, and seemed impressed by the intelligence
and the experience of the new clerk. He said:
"It seems strange to find a man of your capabilities in such a position as this. Why, you
should be working for such-and-such a concern,"
naming a prominent business firm of the city.
"They are losing money in one of their depart-
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ments through lack of a man with just such experience as you have. I am going to tell them so."
The stranger went to the telephone and called up
the manager of the concern. "I don't know you
personally, but I do know that you are losing
money in your basement department," he said.
"You need a more experienced manager for that
department, and I know just the man to fill the
place."
Whether the manager was actually impressed,
or was too surprised to resist the idea, was not
explained. At any rate, he answered: "All right,
send him over. I'll see him." My friend hastened
to the manager's office. He secured the position
and gave very satisfactory service.
God's attitude toward us is beneficent—and
unchanging. His supply is always adequate for
every human need, and is never withheld. Our
access to abundance does not depend upon the
whim of a capricious Deity, then; and the fluctuations of our fortunes indicate only that our hold
upon the consciousness of bounty is uncertain,
or that we are wavering in our obedience to the
law.
We must establish ourselves more firmly in the
realization of a constant and steady supply to
meet every need. We must think and act positively and constructively, accepting the good that
is at hand, realizing that it is there even though
we may not be conscious of it, and setting about
prayerfully and sincerely to find and follow a
clearer vision of it.

CHAPTER THREE

Gjettincj \)Ykat
r 7

^iiipf

Prayer, when b y prayer we
mean meditation, and worship,
and work, and service, and listening to God, and every spiritual exercise, is the greatest motivating force in the world. Not
because man's prayers alter God
or His unchangeable laws, but
b e c a u s e of t h e i n f l u e n c e of
prayer on our own soul.
—Charles Edward Locke.

(Jou \KYani

st N SEEKING to demonstrate prosperity,
CI
there is one point upon which we must beS
*S come truly clear. We must know what
we want.
You answer: "That is easy. I want a position.
I want an increase in salary. I want a greater
volume of business. I want to sell my property.
I want to rent my rooms. I want;
" and so on,
listing the thing or things that seem, to your
understanding, to be the best answer to the need
that you feel.
But are you sure that what you ask is really
what you want?
For instance, a woman comes to a practitioner
of Truth. She tells him that she wants to sell her
home, and asks that he pray with her for that outcome. Before committing himself to that course,
the practitioner asks a few questions. Her home
is a charming dwelling, and she has lived there
all through the years in which her children were
growing up. Now they have left the home nest,
and she is alone. "Now," with a catch in her
voice, "I should like to sell it. Will you help me?"
27
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"Of course; but let us put it this way. Let us
know that this home is God's home; that His presence fills every room; that this presence attracts
just those who will most appreciate the home, in
ways that will be for their highest good, and for
yours."
"Would it be wrong for me to advertise?" she
asks.
"No, not if you feel divinely led to do so. When
we place any matter in God's care for adjustment,
we should do everything that we honestly believe
God would have us do; and nothing else."
She puts an advertisement in the paper, and a
sign on the house; and there, for quite a while, the
matter seems to rest. Nothing happens; at least
nothing visible.
Finally a prospective buyer appears. He likes
the house and makes a fair offer. The deal is
about to be closed, when the owner bursts into
tears. "I cannot sell it," she says.
Deep down in her heart she has not wanted to
sell, but has believed that she should do so to save
expense, and because she feels lonely. It has not
seemed practical or sensible to retain a big dwelling all to herself.
However, there is a wiser purpose in the turn
of events than she can see. The work of one of
her sons brings him and his wife back to the home
town to live. "We should like to come to live with
you," they write her. And so the home nest bids
fair to be less lonely, and to serve new purposes
of good, without the sale.
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Sometimes, too, when it apparently is in divine
order to dispose of property, the desired outcome
is delayed by resistant thoughts in the mind of
the owner. We forget sometimes that "the earth
is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof." We think
of property as being our own. We mentally claim
it, and do not release it, even though ostensibly
we desire to do so. Also, we often work against a
sale by our acceptance of the negative thought of
the world. We mentally concede that "no one is
buying such property now"; that if it were
smaller, or larger, or more modern, or in a different location, it would be easier to sell it. We
impose mental restrictions upon the sale that may
be contrary to divine selection and order. We accept a mental picture of the type of person or firm
that is to buy it, and close our mind to every one
else.
These vagaries of the human mind must be met
in Truth, and they can be met easily and harmoniously by impersonalizing the hoped-for transaction.
This can be done by realizing the truth that
God's love "always has met and always will meet
every human need"; that God is a wise and loving,
as well as a just, Father; and that if we work with
Him in seeking the solution of our problems they
will be solved in bounty, justice, and divine order.
Know that "every good gift and every perfect
gift" comes from God; that, in truth, all things
are His, simply intrusted to us to instruct us and
to bring us joy; and that, if anything that He has
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shared with us no longer meets our need or brings
us joy, there must be some one else who should be
finding help and joy in it. Therefore gladly, freely,
and willingly relinquish all claim upon such a possession. Bless it, and give thanks for the good
that it has brought. Know that, if in God's sight
it can serve some one else better than you, He will
attract the purchaser who will find greatest good
in the property, and who will give you a just and
generous recompense. Be alert to respond to
whatever the Father would have you do toward
bringing about His divine adjustment, but be
careful to keep your mind at peace, so that you
will not mistake the pressure of your own anxious
or impatient thought for the urge of Spirit.
What, really, do you want? You want happiness, health, abundance, and the freedom to enjoy these blessings, do you not? Do you insist
that they come to you by just the route that you
see? Must your prosperity come from the sale of
property? Suppose that oil should be found on it;
suppose that in another year it should be much
more valuable than it now is; suppose that soon
you should have need of it: would you still insist
upon selling it immediately?
What each of us wants, with a desire past all
description, is to know and to express God. Your
desire for abundance is His desire in you. Your
desire for health is His desire in you. Your desire for happiness and freedom is His desire in
you. Does not God know how to fulfill His own
desire?
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Mistaking our own desire for His is the most
serious mistake that we make. It is the cause of
all our other mistakes. Claiming things, persons,
possessions, as our own is the source of countless
woes. It leads us to imagine that others, that
circumstances, that life, that even God, is opposed
to the fulfillment of our good. It produces fear,
selfishness, panic. It is all a woeful, grievous
mistake.
Actually, no one ever desires anything but his
own highest good—God's desire for him and in
him. Actually, the way for the fulfillment of this
desire is already prepared. But we cannot discern
the way when our eyes are dimmed with tears,
when our heart is gripped by fear, and our mind
races with anxious, selfish thoughts that put the
nerves on edge and tense the muscles of the body.
We can really know what we want—that is,
what God in us wants—only when we, in our personal, selfish nature, cease demanding and insisting. In order to hear God's "still small voice" of
direction, we must listen. To listen, we must become still.
Be neither anxious nor listless, but be poised
in the consciousness that the Father knows your
need and has answered it even before you ask.
Your part is to catch the answer, and to accept it.

CHAPTER

FOUR

jPrepariYUj for Irosperihj

One thin& I do, f orkettink the
things which are b e h i n d , a n d
stretchink forward to the thinks
which are before, I press on toward the k°al nnto the prize of
the hikh callink of God in Christ
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many
as are perfect, be thus minded:
and if in anythink ye are otherwise minded, this also shall God
r e v e a l unto you: only, whereunto we have attained, by that
same rule let us walk.—Phil. 3:
13-16.

(~\\)
HAT WE are is God's gift to us; what
( XY
we become is our gift to God." God
" *
gives us strength and a vision. Using
the one to express the other is our part in attaining success, prosperity, and health.
The world is largely filled with persons who
desire "better things," but they go on listlessly
day by day, saving their best efforts, their best
enthusiasm and inspiration, for the bigger opportunity that they feel they deserve. How many
persons seem to be dissatisfied with life! They
complain of their associates, of their employer,
of the humdrum nature of the work that they are
called upon to do. If only it were not for this or
that person, or if circumstances were only more
favorable, they would be very happy and successful, they are sure. So they go from one position
to another and always they find that a new position is similar to the old one. Some one, something, seems to be holding them back.
They do not see that what holds them back is
themselves; that it is not things or other people,
but their own mental attitude, that is adverse.
33
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As we give, so do we receive—that is the law.
Our giving must come first. If we delay our giving, our supply will be obedient to the same law
of delay; it, too, will be delayed. If we withhold
our best abilities, our enthusiasms, our joyful
activity, awaiting a greater opportunity, then opportunity itself conforms to our attitude; it is
withheld also.
The case of a certain Truth teacher illustrates
the point. He had visions of a large congregation,
a prosperous treasury, and a beautiful church
edifice: but his congregation was small, the offerings were barely enough to meet urgent needs,
and the meeting place, an attractive bungalowtype church, had been sidetracked by one of the
curious shifts of population that are characteristic
of every growing city. Away from his pastorate
on leave of absence, lecturing in other cities, the
teacher received urgent letters from some of his
friends imploring him to return. Under a succession of teachers the congregation had dwindled
to a mere handful of those who were still devoted
to the little church and its message.
So the speaker returned to find that the modest
group that he had left had become almost extinct,
that there was a deficit in the treasury, and that
a generally forlorn air invested the whole place.
At first the leader, too, was despondent. Other
groups had seemed to promise much more—larger
attendance, greater prosperity, and always in the
background the shadowy vision of a perfect setting for the work. "What have I come home to?
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Not even the group that once attended is still loyal
to me," he reflected.
Then into his darkened thoughts came a ray
of light. "No, not loyal to me, but to the Christ.
Christ, if He be lifted up in me, will draw all men
unto Him. I will accept the dream of larger
crowds, greater prosperity, and a beautiful temple
as Christ's vision of growth. I will try to give
now the service that I would expect to give to a
great congregation in a beautiful church edifice."
In the strength of that vision the work began
to grow. One by one members who had fallen
away began to attend the services once more.
Offerings increased. There was a new spirit in
the work. There was an atmosphere about the
place that people liked. Frequently a number of
them would linger after the service to discuss
points in the sermon and to exchange thoughts
about their growth in Truth. "More people
should be receiving this message," one of the men
declared at one of the "aftermeetings." "They
need it. It would help them. Why don't they
come?" Various reasons were suggested, among
them the out-of-the-way location, and inadequate
facilities for the work. The speaker joined the
group. Encouraged by their enthusiasm, he told
them of his own vision of a Truth temple and a
great work in it. He found that others of the
group shared his vision. "But," said one of them,
"we are such a small group. We have no money.
Working out such a vision as we have would require a great deal of money."
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"We might move this building to another location," some one suggested.
"Even that would cost a great deal more than
any of us could give."
Then the youngest member of the group spoke
up. He was a lad of fourteen. "Well," said he,
addressing the teacher, "you have always told us
that we can have what we need. We need a better
meeting place. Let us start praying for it, and
start working, too." He reached into his trousers
pocket and brought forth a little tin box in which
he carried such trinkets as are dear to the heart
of a boy. Emptying the box, he searched through
his other pockets until he had assembled all his
pennies, eleven cents. The other members of the
group counted out their small change and added
the pennies that they found. The total was twentynine cents.
Together the little group blessed the coins and
asked the benediction of the loving Father. Then
the informal meeting adjourned.
A few persons with a vision can transform a
community. That truth was proved again through
the little group who had consecrated their twentynine cents. Acting on faith, one member of the
group began to seek a more desirable location. He
learned that a large estate was being settled and
that half a city block in an excellent location was
to be subdivided into lots and offered for sale. He
got in touch with the agent who was selling the
property. He found that the estate demanded
that a certain sum be derived from the sale. He
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assisted the real estate man in finding buyers.
Soon they discovered that the total sum required
was almost met and that one lot remained unsold.
In gratitude to the man who had worked with him
and in appreciation of the work of the members,
the agent offered the congregation the last lot at
a price that would just complete the required
total, a price considerably lower than the lot's
market value.
Another meeting, this time a formal one, was
called. The center possessed a small endowment
fund held in trust by the son of the donor. He was
impressed with the plans of the little group, and
with his help the property was purchased.
The next step was the moving of the old building to the new location. However, this soon proved
to be an impractical move. The expense of moving would be almost half what the building was
worth. For a time the vision of the little group
seemed thwarted. Then gradually in the minds of
several of them the thought of a new building began to grow.
An architect was appointed to draft plans. A
ground-breaking ceremony was held on the new
location. The old building was offered for sale.
Builders' estimates were obtained. At first the
large sum of money necessary for the project
seemed staggering, but, as the public began to
hear of the project, contributions, inspired by the
courage of the little group, began to come in, and
gradually the impossibility became an actuality.
Within six months from the date of the ground

38

Adventures in Prosperity

breaking, a Thanksgiving dinner was served in
the new building to over six hundred enthusiastic
Truth students. The mayor of the city, several
of the council members, and representatives of
the newspapers and of. various civic and religious
organizations took part. Ministers of most of
the church denominations, including a Catholic
priest, took part in the dedication exercises. Step
by step the project grew from an intangible
dream to a vivid actuality, and a sure success.
By some it was first called "a wild dream." It
was a dream, but not a wild dream, for back of
the dream were the work and faith, the enthusiasm, and the earnest, steadfast efforts of several
persons, united in a single worthy purpose.
Having caught the vision, they did not stop
there, but devoted the best efforts of mind and
heart and hand to the preparing of a way by
which the vision should become manifest.
A man of great vision once said:
"Prepare ye in the wilderness the way of Jehovah ; make level in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low; and the uneven shall be made level, and the rough places a
plain: and the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth
of Jehovah hath spoken it."
If we have a vision of beautiful things, faith
and works will transform it into actuality.
"Where there is no vision, the people perish; but
he that keepeth the law, happy is he." The law
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of vision is preparation. Even while the manifest
world about us seems a wilderness as compared
to the dream of our heart, we must begin to prepare a way. Knowing that our vision is of God,
we must express our faith in Him by working
toward the vision. As we work we may find that
our concept of the vision changes and expands in
our mind, but this is in accordance with the law
of growth and unfoldment.
There is an old expression that we sometimes
apply to the dreams of our heart: "It is too good
to be true!" Actually just the opposite is so.
God's good always exceeds even our greatest vision of it. The visions of our heart are but intimations to us of this greater good that God has prepared for those who love Him and who express
that love in preparing a way by which their
dreams may come true.
Seldom is it given to us to see every step of
the way in the fulfillment of our dreams. God
gives us energy and the dream. Often there are
many steps between the dream and its fulfillment.
Seldom can we see very far along the way. Our
part is to take the step that we can see and trust
to God that, as we take it, following steps will
be made clear. If man were to insist that every
step of the way be made clear to him before he
would take a single one, there would be little
progress in the world. Having a vision, we must
have faith to fulfill the vision.
Whatever we are to attain of the dreams that
fill our mind and heart must be reached by begin-
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ning where we are. We must give the substance
of our prayers, of our thoughts, and the acts of
our hands to the dream that we desire to fulfill.
"In the wilderness" is where "the way of Jehovah" is most needed. It is in the wilderness that
we must prepare the way. In the wilderness we
must catch the vision that foresees and prepares
for the coming of our Lord.

CHAPTER FIVE

Xjfie Secret \0Youj to
Gjourwance

I send my dream ships gayly
Out on the mind's broad sea;
O Thought Winds, treat them kindly
A n d give them back to me.
And, O Winds, speed them onward
Around their circling, track,
And, O Sea, bear them safely;
A n d may they nothing, lack.
And Captain, guide my choosing
That what I ask of Thee
May make a worthy cargo,
As it returns to me.

—E.

a w.

/^yNRAYER is the key that unlocks the stores
» %J of abundance and blessing. The secret
<** of effectual prayer is belief. When we
pray, we get not necessarily what we ask for, but
what we expect.
If we pray for some good thing, expecting its
realization to be deferred, it will be.
If we pray for a thousand dollars, expecting
only a hundred, we shall get only a hundred.
If we pray expecting a more satisfying answer
than we can foresee, that, too, will be realized.
If we pray expecting immediate response, we
will get immediate fulfillment or some sign or
token to indicate that our prayer is in process of
being fulfilled.
The reason for this is not that our belief will
change what actually is true. The reason is that
what is true is the perfect, the harmonious, the
ideal; and that the perfect, the harmonious, and
the ideal manifest for us according to the measure
of our faith. Jesus recognized this law when He
43
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said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."
Here is a case in point. One time I was called
upon to deliver an important series of lectures in
another city. By a misunderstanding, I missed
my train. It was late at night. I was to be at
my destination the next morning. There was no
other train. It was too late to drive my car, and
an all-night drive would not be conducive to a
spirited address at its end. No other transportation was available. There was a storm that would
prevent my taking an airplane, even if one could
have been had. What to do? There seemed to be
no answer to the problem but to wire a cancellation of the first address. I prayed about it, with
the full belief that in some way, perhaps unknown
to me, my prayer would be answered; that it was
not in divine order for me to miss my appointment; that one error (missing the train) did not
entail another (missing the appointment); that I
was in God's service, doing His work; that He did
not hold me under condemnation, and that therefore I would not hold myself, under condemnation;
that my part was to be still, get my leading, and
follow it unhesitatingly, with full assurance that
I was acting under the grace of God, not under
the adverse law of human error.
Another train, reaching my destination by a
roundabout route, but arriving there too late to
be of service to me, was to leave within a few
minutes. My leading was to take it as far as
L
, and that from there I would find some
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means, possibly automobile, by which I could
arrive at my destination on time. I gave thanks,
rechecked my baggage, and hurried aboard this
train. Placing my affairs in the Father's hands,
I was soon sound asleep. I awoke in the morning,
refreshed and renewed: in confidence, to find that
the train was late; too late for me to complete my
journey by auto. I glanced at the sky. It was
cloudy and murky, with just a little ray of sunlight. That sunlight became my good omen. I
thought of Elijah, praying and preparing for rain
when there was not a cloud in the sky larger than
a man's hand. The sun in my sky was no larger
than Elijah's cloud, but I would pray for sunshine
and a clear sky. And I would dig my ditches. I
went to a telephone and called the airport. There
were no planes scheduled for my destination.
Even if there were, said the dispatcher, they
would not leave. The air was too "tricky." "Isn't
there some way I could charter a plane?" I asked.
"No. No one would go up." "But if some one
would go up—" I persisted. "You might call this
number," he said, giving it to me. I did so at once,
and arranged for a pilot who was willing to take
the risk. I got a taxi for the airport, and prayed
all the way there, watching the sky for the first
sign of response. Instead it seemed to get blacker
and more threatening. When I got to the field
the pilot greeted me. "Are you the chap who insists on getting to C
this morning?" he asked.
"Yes," I answered firmly. "Well, I'm willing to
try it, but we probably will have to come down in
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some field, and then you'd be worse off than you
would be here."
"I'm willing to chance it if you are," I answered. "And I'm sure we'll get through all right."
We took off in a stormy sky. After a while the
sun broke through for just a few moments. Halfway we stopped for a weather report. It was,
"Closing in, but still navigable." "We'll try it,"
said my pilot. "Good," said I; "I'll telegraph my
friends."
We arrived on time. We had made remarkable
speed due to that rarity, a tail wind. My friends
had been told that no plane could possibly make it.
They had gone ahead with the making of other
plans for the lecture. But I arrived in the midst
of their plans. "Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive."
But why should all that happen, you ask. I
thought of that, too. Into my mind came the
picture of Christ in a boat in the storm on the Sea
of Galilee. I remembered that He did not ask,
"What have I done that this should come upon
me?" Instead, He rebuked the waves, and said,
"Peace, be still," and stilled the storm. Whatever
their cause, we, through His conquering power
and presence, can still the storms that arise in
our affairs.
If I were to look back through my life, even a
little way, I could undoubtedly find enough erroneous thoughts, enough mistakes, enough negations,
not only to justify the difficulty in which that day
I found myself, but a hundred others like it. There
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is a certain profit in thus looking back, if by so
doing we learn how to do better the next time.
But there is no profit in holding ourselves under
condemnation for any past deed. Our chief concern is to be sure that the misdeed is past! We
must not cling to it in act, of course; neither must
we cling to it in remembrance. God does not hold
us under condemnation. The word of Christ is,
"Neither do I condemn thee: go . . . sin no more."
To sin is to fall short of the mark. What
mark? The mark of the high calling of our attainment in Christ Jesus. We are to place ourselves under the law of His grace. We are to
know that with Him all things are possible, and
that only the good is true. This is the saving law
of grace, which wipes out a thousand fears and
errors, and calls forth the light and redemption
of the Christ.
Remember, too, that there is no delay in Spirit.
God is always ready. If our good does not appear
speedily and bountifully to meet our conscious
need, it is because we are not ready. The answer
to that situation is that the need implies the supply. Why does not the supply appear before the
need? Why do we not eat before we are hungry?
The supply usually is quite manifest even before
we are conscious of needing it, but we usually do
not see it beforehand, because we do not give it
our attention.
We see that toward which we direct our mind.
I had never noticed how many horses there were
until one time when I took a position with a whole-
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sale house that manufactured horseshoes. Horseshoes, except to pitch them, had never entered
my world until then. That was a number of years
ago. There are more horses in use now—an odd
fact to most of us who live in a motorized world—
than there were then. There is enough of almost
anything in life to amaze us when our attention
is called to it.
We should center our thought and attention
upon the things that we desire in life. We should
build up our consciousness of the immediacy and
abundance of what we desire.
Let us not make the error of postponing our
good, of saying, "Oh, I'll have the things that I
want when my ship comes in." That implies that
our ship is delayed, and consequently that our
good is withheld. It may also imply that we have
not even sent our ship out upon the broad sea of
mind!
Do seemingly adverse things—such as my airplane adventure—come to us as punishments?
No, not unless we decree it so, for the Father does
not.
Out of what seemed a poor start much good
came. I had a thrilling ride. I gained new faith
in the love and guidance of Spirit. I arrived on
time, and, what was more, my arriving, seemingly
miraculously, through a storm believed to be unnavigable, added interest to my lecture series.
Public interest in the experience increased attendance at my meetings, and thus enabled me to
do more good than otherwise I might have done.
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Moreover, if the law of punishment were the law
of life, most of us would attract more adverse experiences than we do. Such experiences come to
teach us. One of the things that they quite generally teach is that they are not so adverse as they
seem. We have really conquered and mastered
them when we know that they are not adverse at
all, and prove them to be blessings in disguise. I
have one friend who refers to this as making
lemonade out of his lemons. But has he really
mastered the "lemons" until he takes the sourness
out of them by the sweetness of his faith in the
loving guidance of Spirit?
My airplane adventure illustrates another
point. My own first human reaction was that it
was unfortunate. I was inclined to condemn myself severely. I felt humiliated and chagrined to
have a plan miscarry. But soon I came out of
that foolish mood. Many past lessons prompted
me to be still, to look for God's appointment in
my disappointment, to praise God and give thanks
that once again I should "see the salvation of Jehovah," as indeed I did, out of a (momentarily)
clear sky!
If such an experience were going to happen at
all, how much better that it should happen to me
—since I underwent a minimum of distress and
inconvenience—rather than to some one who
would have been completely upset by it, as some
of my friends assured me they would have been.
Do you remember the old story of the little
urchin who was taking a long journey afoot with
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his smaller brother? The smaller lad succumbed
to sleepiness and fatigue, and his older brother
had to carry him part of the way.
"Wasn't he awfully heavy?" some one asked.
"No, he wasn't heavy. He's me brudder," the
little chap answered.
When you meet, with love, understanding, and
forbearance, some experience under which a
brother might give way to discouragement and
defeat, you are helping to free the world from its
self-imposed weight of human sorrow and hardship.
Your first step, then, in the conquest of heavenly riches—which include also abundance to meet
all human needs—is to make your at-one-ment
with the good. Accept no law as final in your experience, excepting the law of grace. Have more
faith in that law, though its operation is unseen,
than you have in the obstacles to faith that appear
real to you. Be steadfast and constant in your
affirmation of the Truth. There is always a way
out, always a leading of the Spirit. Your part
is to keep so closely in touch with Spirit that you
will not miss the way and the leading. Do not
be worried about it. God will make the leading
plain. His plan is not to make things hard for
you, but easy.
"My yoke is easy, and my burden is light," said
Christ. If you have not yet grown in faith to the
place in consciousness where God's leading is
plain to you, trust in God anyway. Even in blind
faith you will not go astray. Blind faith may lead
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you by a little different, possibly a little longer,
way, but only so that you can come, through your
own understanding, in your own good time and
way, into His good. It is not given to us to walk
far by another's light, lest we fail to let our own
light shine. But whether the way seems short or
long, dark or filled with light, it is sure. You will
arrive; and the knowing of even that one simple
fact will hasten your coming into your good and
will surely help you to raise your consciousness
of abundance.
"Ask . . . believing." Do not hesitate to ask
the Father for His help. It is already granted
even before you form the words. "Before they
call, I will answer." Your asking simply opens up
channels by which greater and more abundant
good can manifest through your life. Belief determines the size of the channel. Remember, the
channel may be limited; the good, never! Ask,
then, in all sincerity.
Do not ask for what you do not expect to receive. If your belief and your desire conflict,
your prayer will be answered according to your
belief rather than your desire. If your belief is
adverse to your desire, and every prayer intensifies
that belief, then stop praying the prayer of your
desire, and pray instead for faith. "Help thou
mine unbelief."
Your desire is prophetic of its own fulfillment.
It will manifest according to the intensity of your
prayer, and according to your relinquishing of
false beliefs. Prayer has been defined as the
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soul's sincere desire, but the most intense prayer
is the prayer of body, mind, and soul.
"Tune up the fine, strong instrument of thy being
To chord with thy dear hope."
Desire that is confined to the emotions is little
more than wishing. Back up your desire by disciplining your thoughts and your acts to accord
with it, and you will hasten the time of your deliverance.
Never say that any prayer you pray, any desire of your heart, is "too good to be true." Actually nothing that we think or dream of. is quite
so good as the absolute Truth of Being. Our ideals
are a dilution of absolute Truth, filtered through
the lens of human vision. So do not limit your
good, not even to your highest vision.
If you pray for specific things, always add to
your prayers this thought, "either that, or better,
according to Thy vision, Thy will, Thy love and
wisdom."
The beginning of all true demonstration for
prosperity is to seek God. He is the source and
the fulfillment of every righteous desire. He it
is that inspires the desire, and that fulfills it, too.
Take it back to Him, and ask what you can do to
help in bringing about its fulfillment, quickly,
bountifully and perfectly. It may be that simply
your word of faith is sufficient to release into expression the good that the Father has given you.
It may be that some change of. thought or action
will be demanded of you. If so, having asked
God's guidance, do not hesitate to do as He di-
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rects. In either case rejoice and give thanks, even
before the good appears.
It is all-important to bring your desire first
to the approval of the Father, before you seek to
fulfill it independently of Him. Beware of that
voice in you which may say: "I do not need to
ask the Father's approval or guidance on this. I
know that it is all right." Be even more cautious
about acting on any desire of which you are inclined to say, "I must have it, whether it is the
Father's will or not." If we hesitate to submit
any act or plan or desire to the Fattier, that fact
in itself argues against considering it any further.
Submit your desires to His wisdom, and trust
their fulfillment to His love.

C H A P T E R SIX

CDo you CDemano JJiff[cutties /

The stars come nightly to the shy;
The tidal wave unto the sea;
N o r time, nor space, nor deep, nor
hi£h,
Can keep my own away from me.
—John Burroughs.

>rf N A CERTAIN turbulent household, affairs
CI periodically reached a critical state. It
*—* was a household dominated by a loving,
nervous, and—though she did not realize it—selfish mother. Under her anxious, loving care first
one member of the family, then another, and perhaps then several members, would become embroiled in problems. Things usually reached a
climax with everybody's nerves on edge, and with
the mother's weeping, "Well, I've done all I can.
I'll have to leave the rest to God." Then the tension would begin to relax, things would approach
an adjustment, and before long the whole process
would be repeated.
This dear mother had a genius for stirring up
things in an effort to improve them. The worse
things were, the more desperate became her state
of mind. The more perturbed she was, the worse
things became. It was a vicious circle, which was
broken only when her strong spirit weakened and
could stand no more. By her attitude of mind
she demanded difficulties. She could approach
God consciously in no other way.
55
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Presumably she put off praying to God as long
as possible, as if to invoke His action were an admission of weakness or an invitation to calamity.
Yet never was she so strong and poised as when,
having asked divine aid, she calmly executed the
good j'udgment that had slumbered beneath her
turbulence; and never did things go so smoothly
and so well as in such periodic extremities.
Only dire difficulties for herself and those
whom she loved could evoke her faith and through
it the benediction of the Presence.
Righteous, loving in the last degree, she yielded
herself to happiness and peace only after the bitterest of struggles, and those against a phantom
enemy!
She was like the man who insisted on helping
a friend during a moving process. A great van
was drawn up before the door of the house and
men were busy going to and fro between house
and van, carrying furniture. The man started
in to help, and, when his friend sought to dissuade
him, would wave him aside, and pitch in all the
harder. At last the friend overtook him, pinned
him in a corner, and said, "If you don't stop helping us, we'll never get moved in!"
"Moved in!" cried the well-meaning one. "I
thought you were moving out!"
Like the unhappy youth who ran the wrong
way in a football game, we often have to be literally knocked down and dragged out before we
can be stopped from working against our own
best interests. We demand difficulties. Our world
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is so topsy-turvy that it must be turned upside
down to put it right side up.
There is no point in praying to a God who
knows no more than we; and if we concede that
God does know more than we know, why should
we turn to Him so belatedly, and with such fear
in our heart that He will take from us what we
desire?
Thus do we postpone our good and demand
trouble in many ways. For instance, the person
who, having good physical health and comfortable
financial circumstances, says to himself that spiritual things, religion, and so on, are only for
"weak sisters" and that there's plenty of time for
such things when he is "old and full of qualms," is
inviting age and qualms, with the added disadvantage of having no spiritual reserve with which
to meet them.
Booth Tarkington, in one of his stories, tells
of such a man who, in middle age, unexpectedly
passed out of the body. He had given the years
of his life to amassing a material fortune and to
gratifying his physical desires. He had found
neither time nor desire to enrich his inner life.
Death suddenly snatched from him the one means,
his body, by which he could gratify the desires
that he had built up through years of intensive
effort. Thrust into a less material world, where
the things of the body have small place, he was
as a man bereft. He had no means of communication with the world about him.
By his mode of living, such a man demands
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difficulties. He closes all avenues of spiritual help
until, crushed and defeated by his self-imposed
burdens, he at last turns to the God of refuge.
The last two decades have seen many a business man's business swept aside in the ongoing
march of progress by his insistence on difficulties.
Ideas, perfectly good and decidedly helpful as a
foundation for a business of twenty years ago,
may be obsolete today. The man who says, "The
ideas and methods that were good enough for my
father are good enough for me," is demanding difficulties. He is trying to live in two ages at once,
the past and the present. So long as his income
does not suffer too greatly he is likely to resist
change. Even when his income does suffer, he
may refuse to admit the true reason; but unless
he swings into line with modern ideas and methods
he will find his way a hard one.
Persons in creative work often declare that
they can stir up no enthusiasm for a task until the
time is at hand for the task to be completed.
Schoolboys put off their studying over the weekend until the last thing Sunday night or early
Monday morning. Writers put off inditing their
story until the "dead line" is upon them. Composers—and one in particular confesses to this—
have been known to rush the score of an overture
to the musicians with the ink still wet on the
manuscript. All these are ways of demanding
difficulties.
A woman, with whom housekeeping was a
mere item among many demands that crowded
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her days, was complimented upon the immaculate
order of her house.
"I don't deserve any credit for that," she
countered.
"Why not?" she was asked.
"It is easier to keep it in order than it is to
straighten it up after the rooms are badly disarranged," she explained smilingly. She had
learned not to demand difficulties.
So, too, it is easier to keep our life in order
than it is to put it back in order after we have invited difficulties; but it is never too late to invoke
and to receive divine aid, whatever our need.
God does not demand that we suffer for our
mistakes. He is not a revengeful tyrant, a Shylock demanding his pound of flesh. He is a loving,
all-wise Father, who rejoices to share His good
with us; but it is contrary to His good will that
we shall miss the blessings that He has for us, and
consequently we cannot happily continue in mistakes that would defeat His will. However, He
does not demand that we suffer in order to pay
for making mistakes. Making a mistake is its
own punishment.
God demands only that we learn the lesson that
our mistake contains for us. Once we have learned
the lesson, we are no longer in bondage to God's
law. We are, then, to "go . . . sin no more." We
are free in the sight of God. Our further bondage, if it seems to continue, is a bondage to our
own ideas of retribution. We flee where none pursues us. We hold ourselves to hardships that
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none other than ourselves demands. We demand
difficulties. We say, "I have done wrong, and I will
pay for my wrongdoing." When something evil impends we may find ourselves accepting it as a
retribution for past misdeeds. We say again, "I
want to pay for the wrongs that I have done; I
want to pay as rapidly as I can, and have it over."
In such shadowed ways do we condemn ourselves, and sometimes others too, to suffering. In
such ways do we use the fine energies of God
within us in expiating sins that in God's dear
sight have ceased to be. There is a better way.
That better way is to glorify God by dedicating our powers to Him. Better than to die for God
is to live for God. Better than to punish ourselves is to help others. Better than to condemn
our mind and body for wrongdoing is to center all
our activities on creative, constructive helpfulness.
God never holds any one under condemnation.
In God's sight each one of us is always His beloved son; we have never ceased to be such, and
never will cease to be.
God does not love us merely when we are good,
wise, and prosperous. He loves us equally well
when we have done wrong and have been foolish,
and are poor and unwell in consequence. If there
can be any change in the heart of God, surely it
would be one of added love and compassion for
those of His children who, by the mistakes of their
acts and thoughts, have brought into their lives
the dark shadows of unhappy things.
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By this we do not mean to condone wrongdoing. There is a silent monitor within us all that
would not permit us to do this, even if we should
want to do so.
If we turn from the light, our being in darkness is sufficient punishment without our having
to suffer the mental anguish of self-condemnation
or of the belief that God condemns us because we
have turned from the light.
Evil thoughts and acts are their own punishment. They are the denial, at least for a time, of
the blessings that they displace. That is the punishment of evil, a punishment that, as we all can
testify, is quite sufficient in itself without adding
to it a sense of having "fallen from grace," and
of carrying about with us an inner conviction of
uncleanness.
If, already, you can see that something that
you have thought, said, or done is wrong, then by
that clearer vision you indicate that you have already passed beyond the evil toward something
better. The evil would not seem evil to you unless
you had already embraced an ideal of something
better. Do not, then, live the evil of the past over
and over again by giving it the weight of your
negative, condemning thought.
However, let not the unwary Truth student
think that he need only repeat affirmations and
all his difficulties will thereby be magically at an
end. The way of Truth is a way of joy, but it
is a way to be traveled. It is not for idlers and
dilettantes.
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The study and application of practical Christianity is the greatest form of protection against
adversity that can be had, but paradoxically such
study often seems to invite problems. The secret
of the paradox is that there are two kinds of
problems.
There are problems that result from mistaken
thought and action. These are the saddest problems of the world, and against these, happily,
Truth is indeed a protection, when the student
actually conforms his life to right thought and
action.
There are also problems that result not from
a wrong attitude toward life, but from the necessity of growth. The unfoldment of good to us
frequently presents problems that seem as difficult
as any that life can offer, but they are blessings
not understood. Against them there is no insurance but faith. Knowing Truth, we must be steadfast and undismayed, realizing that if we are true
to principle we shall prosper, even though we cannot see how. "They shall prosper that love thee,"
is the Psalmist's assurance, and this promise will
be fulfilled for us if only we remain stanch in the
faith. By faith these problems of growth are
solved.
Plato spoke of two kinds of blindness that affect men, the blindness of going from light into
darkness, and the blindness of coming from darkness into light. The problems that the faithful
Truth student is most likely to encounter are
those that accompany the coming into light. Were
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we to see them with the full vision of Spirit, we
should know them to be no problems at all.
The two kinds of blindness seem almost alike
to outward sense, yet they are as different as night
and day. The blindness that follows one's turning
from light to darkness passes, to leave the sight
weak and growing weaker; but the blindness of
one emerging from darkness into light is followed
by growing strength of sight.
So it is that, as the children of the light come
through the changes that characterize growth in
Truth, they find, in every problem that appears,
an opportunity to discover the application of
Spirit's power. Alarm and distress give way to
faith and courage, and these ongoers come to
know the strength and support of "the everlasting
arms."
What is important to us, as we grow in our
understanding of the message of the Great
Teacher, is not where we are or what our seeming
limitations are, but how far we have come and in
what direction we are traveling. Despite adverse
appearances, we are justified in saying and knowing that all is well and shall be proved so, if our
direction is right.
Once, at a large gathering of Truth students,
there were among those on the speaker's platform
three women, all of very generous physical proportions, and one of them, the chairman, carrying
a lorgnette. Questions from members of the audience had been invited, and among those sent up
to be answered was the following:
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If I understand correctly, you teach a doctrine of
enduring youth and beauty, and the overcoming of
physical ills. Why is it, then, that the three women
speakers on your platform all are overweight, and one
of them wears glasses?
The question was read aloud by the woman
with the lorgnette. There was a moment of painful silence, and then her peal of merry laughter
broke the tension, and she said gayly, "If you
think that I am large now, you should have seen
me before I began to study Truth!"
Her point was well taken. True, we all have
the right to expect that those who teach Truth
shall demonstrate what they teach, but few persons there are in the world who have completed
their work of regeneration. Indeed, as that work
is completed, is it not logical to believe that, like
Jesus Christ, when His work was finished, such
overcomers will disappear to carnal sense, and
dwell in their glorified bodies in that same realm
of light that He inhabits? As to teachers' demonstrating their principles, the better one comes to
know them the more one will realize how very
much most of them have overcome. Truly, in
many cases, "these are they that come out of . . .
great tribulation . . . Therefore are they before
the throne of God; and they serve him day and
night in his temple."
We cannot judge any one rightfully by appearances. We must first know how far he has come,
and what way he is trending.
This truth was first brought home to the writer
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in telling fashion when, one time, a man from the
underworld of a great city came to his study for
help. The visitor was a habitual drunkard, and
his appearance betrayed his background of sordid
living in other ways as well. Somehow a copy of
one of the Unity publications had come to his
hand, he had found the address of our center in
it, and had come to ask for help.
His eagerness to know and to accept Truth
was most touching. It brought to mind the exclamation that Christ used in referring to a humble student of His time: "I say unto you, I have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."
For the first few weeks his visits were characterized by a consistently intoxicated condition;
then gradually be began to find self-mastery. One
day, as he entered my office, I sensed a difference
in him. His walk was firmer. The carriage of
his head was more erect. He was smiling brightly.
"I know you have good news for me!" I exclaimed.
"Yes, indeed I have," he answered quickly.
"Out with it!"
With an air of pardonable pride he responded,
"I get drunk only once a week now!"
I was disappointed. I betrayed my youth in
that disappointment. I was trying to judge him
by a standard of my own. Afterward I would
have given much to erase forever from my mind
the sense of disappointment in what to another
was indeed a triumph. It was doubtful, I thought
to myself later on, if in all my lifetime I had come
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as far as had that man in a few short weeks.
What high adventure we embrace as we begin
to grow in Truth; as we leave behind the "old
man" with his sinning that demands difficulties,
and take on the new man in Christ that demands
nothing and rejoices to know that his life is safely
held in the hands of the Father! For the Father,
by His loving grace, transforms every problem
into an opportunity, reveals every opportunity to
be a blessing.
No material wealth is so great an evidence of
prosperity as is the calm and steadfast assurance
that problems are but growing pains, that God,
who has brought us so far along the path, will not
desert us midway, and that in His high service
all things work together for good. We cease to
demand difficulties as we begin to travel the upward way of overcoming, the upward way to God.

CHAPTER

SEVEN

Jylakinq ^TrUnos with £=>ift
e

Some people say the whole wide
world is sad
Because their own small thoughts
are cross and blue;
And yet you cannot say the road
is bad
Because you have a pebble in your
shoe.
—2?. McCann.

y ^ N E of the things that we must learn in the
/ / conquest of prosperity is to make friends
*S with life.
"The way to gain a friend is to be one," we are
told. The way to make a friend of life is to treat
life as a friend. Trust life as you would trust a
friend. Go at least halfway in trying to understand and appreciate your environment, your circumstances, your problems, your duties, just as
you would go halfway—or more—with a friend.
Do not complain of your circumstances. Do
not depreciate and criticize your environment. Do
not assume that life has given you "a poor deal."
Do not assume that good is withheld from you by
some adverse external power.
Suspicion, criticism, and faultfinding can ruin
a friendship. They do not promote a friendship
between you and life.
How many a seeming enemy is transformed
into a friend by understanding! In a school that
I attended there was one chap who never seemed
to get well acquainted with any of the boys. He
seemed stand-offish and aloof, hard to get ac69
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quainted with. He did not come early, as most
of us did, for the good-natured chaffing and sparring that took place on the front steps before assembly. He did not linger with the rest of us after
classes. We thought that he was stuck-up, and decided that, if he did not want to be one of us, we
would let him alone.
Boys can be quite thorough at that sort of job.
We were. We were, that is, until one day he did
not show up at school, and one of the fellows read
an item in the paper that quite changed things. It
was the story of the passing of a mother, who left
behind her an only son, a boy who had taken devoted care of her through a long illness. That boy
was our stuck-up friend. He had remained home
with her each morning until the last possible moment, and hurried home to her right after classes
each day.
Boys can do another kind of job quite thoroughly, too; that job is trying to make amends
for a mistake. Some of the fellows called on him.
He expected to have to leave school. They helped
to find a home for him, and a place where he could
earn enough to continue in school. He proved to be
a "regular" fellow, regular enough not to let us
know how much unhappiness our attitude may
have caused him.
Friendship is based on something more than
mere acquaintance with any one, to be sure. We
may grant all a person's good qualities, and yet
not happen to have enough things in common with
him to form a close and enduring friendship; but
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at least our disinterest or dislike will be tempered
by better acquaintance, and with every such acquaintance there is always the alluring possibility
that it may lead to one of the greatest of blessings,
a real friendship.
The only way really and actively to dislike any
one is to refuse to know him. I have a friend who
puts up a great show of gruffness and annoyance
regarding children. As a matter of fact these mannerisms are his armor against himself. He is very
fond of youngsters, and, as he confessed to me at
one time, could easily become maudlin in his sentiment regarding them. So he shuts his mind and
heart to them. "A fellow cannot go around adopting youngsters all the time," he used to say; and
instead he contributes to charities and other childwelfare organizations.
Only by shutting people out of our life can we
avoid liking them. Even our seeming enemies will
win us, otherwise. Edward Carpenter, noted English author, wrote a booklet during the World
War, entitled, "It Must Never Happen Again!",
in which he tells of an incident that illustrates the
point. In a certain sector of trench warfare the
same British and German troops had opposed
each other for some months. They became so
friendly that at Christmas time they tossed gifts
across to each other. It was necessary to transfer
them to other positions in order to get them to
fight with the proper ferocity. They could not hate
their enemies when they knew them.
That does not apply to circumstances, you say?
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You know them only too well? You do not really
know them at all if you see in them only adversity
and limitation. You know the wrong things about
them, as we boys "knew" the wrong things about
our schoolmate. There are a thousand opportunities for fascinating discoveries in friendship, happiness, and prosperity everywhere. And if your
environment does not seem ideal, the quickest way
to transform it or to be free of it is to find the
good in it, learn the lesson of that good, and put
the stamp of blessing upon the situation.
How can one bless and approve a condition
that manifestly is not good? You can bless it for
the opportunity that it gives you to find and use a
power greater than the evil or imperfection that
the condition represents to you.
Make your agreement with your adversary.
Somewhere in every condition, every situation,
there is an element of good. Evil at most is only
undeveloped or misplaced good—"jam on the
carpet," as one teacher has expressed it. Make
your agreement, not with the evil that appears,
but with the good that will appear, and you will
thereby help to call the good into expression.
There are many negative and destructive processes in life, it is true, but they are inconsequential. They are incidental. They are like the interval of silence between two notes of a melody. They
simply serve to emphasize (by helping us to
distinguish between) more important things.
They are like the spaces between these words. The
spaces are incidental to the process of creating
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a book with written characters. A book conceivably could be written without spaces—as indeed
in very ancient times books were—but it would
be difficult to conceive of a book made up principally of blank spaces with very few words. The
emphasis would be all wrong. The only element
of constructive value would be the words. If there
were no words at all there would be—for all practical purposes—no book.
Life is like that. Always God places the emphasis upon that which is positive, constructive,
affirmative. Negative, destructive, prohibitive
measures are never emphasized. They are merely
"passovers" to more important matters.
We cannot be happy or well or successful if
our life is built upon a negative and destructive
mental state. We are weak in proportion to the
emphasis that we place upon negation.
Once in the writer's metaphysical practice, a
woman who was possessed by an overpowering
sense of weakness came to him for treatment. She
was large and of robust appearance. She possessed
the physical substance of a strong body—and yet
she was so weak that the slightest physical exertion wearied her. This seemed the more astonishing because of the fact that she had long been a
student of metaphysics. The cause of her trouble
seemed very obscure, until finally in a burst of
confidence she said: "Do you know, there is just
one thing in metaphysics that has seemed difficult
to me. I have never been able to become clear regarding the idea of the unreality of the body. I
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have denied and denied and denied, and yet I cannot feel right about doing so. If you could help
me with that, I think that I should at least feel
more at peace, whether I felt stronger or not."
The cause of her trouble was so patent that it
seemed strange that she herself did not discover
it in that remark! She had slipped to the negative
phase of mental activity. She had denied in her
body the very essence of its strength, and she had
demonstrated better than she realized! She had
demonstrated weakness!
"Knowledge is power," but it must be the right
kind of knowledge. Many people are made wretched by what they know—or suspects—of life. It is
bad enough to be ignorant of life, but to know the
wrong things about life is worse. The second state
is more wretched than the first. There are enough
negatives in the world to fill all of a person's
thought, if he chooses them as the theme of his
thinking; but all of them put together are, as it
were, the merest infinitesimal fraction of all that
there is to know that is constructive and that consequently makes for happiness and peace in the
mind of the knower.
"He didn't know very much, and he'd have
been better off without the little that he did
know," was the sage comment of one man regarding a friend who had accumulated a lot of
negative facts about life. What he knew may have
been quite true in itself, but it was so out of proportion that it became false by reason of what it
implied.
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Not infrequently a seeker for Truth will fall
into this snare of negation. He becomes dissatisfied with old beliefs. He finds many of them of
doubtful verity. Consequently he deserts them
for fresh fields of exploration. He finds himself
in a realm of so-called advanced thinkers and reformers who have mistaken dissension for discovery. As he starts upon the track of errors and
negations, these become like a snowball in his
mind, rolling up fresh evidence of calamity at
every turn. He loses a proper perspective, and
sees so much negation that he believes that it
possesses the world. Poor misled child of God!
The world that is possessed by negation is not
the world about him, but the world within him:
the world of his own thought! He has started emphasizing in his own mind the up beat of the
rhythm of life, and all the world seems out of
step to him!
Great minds are positive minds. Men of greatness always believe in the good. Their attitude
toward life is aggressively constructive. They do
not simply believe in success, but they act upon
that belief. They affirm, by what they do, the
positive character of what they think. They attest
their faith in the good—in success—by acting
strongly upon that faith.
Negation sometimes serves a useful purpose
in life. It dispels falsity. But negation is not a
thing in itself. It is the absence of something. It
is a defensive measure, to be used for emergencies only. It is like the rubber eraser on your
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lead pencil. It serves to obliterate mistakes, but
it will not take the place of the lead, which is
the real working end of the pencil.
Be careful, when by negation or denial you
take something out of your life, that you follow
it up immediately with positive affirmation. Affirmation is the swing and march and rhythm of
life. Do not remain long out of step. For every
error that you remove from your life, add ten
truths; for Truth is the positive Power. This
point is well illustrated by an experience that
came to the writer's attention at one time.
A young woman had been brought into court
by a social worker. The girl was accused of being
a drug addict. She pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to a house of detention by the kindly judge,
who wanted to help free her from the destructive
habit that was ruining her life. When she had
been cured, he called her before him, gave her a
fatherly talk, and told her that he wished never
to see her in his court again.
However, it was only a few months until she
was brought before him once more. On her first
appearance before him she had been penitent and
contrite. Now her attitude was changed. She was
defiant, with a kind of desperate intensity that
alarmed the benevolent man who had meant to
be her benefactor.
He expressed his disappointment at seeing her
again in such a state, after he had made it possible
for her to be free of the distressful state into
which she had fallen. "Why, after all we have
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done for you, have you deliberately resumed the
habit from which you were made free."
Her answer was an indictment of the whole
theory of negation. "You took out of my life the
one thing that was left to me. Taking it away,
you also separated me from old haunts, old associates, all that was familiar to me. You took something out of my life, but you put nothing in to take
its place!"
Ally yourself with the forces in life that build.
It may be necessary to eliminate old structures before more noble mansions can be built, but remember always that that which tears down is
only incidental to a nobler purpose and process—
that which builds.
God is the great positive mind of the universe.
A thousand times ten thousand forms may pass
away, but they pass only to make way for better
ones. God is undismayed. His purposes do not
fail. "The mills of God grind slowly, yet they
grind exceeding small." "God is not mocked."
Nothing is permanent but the good, and even the
good must constantly evolve into the better, or it
ceases to be good. Ally yourself with God. "Nerve
yourself with incessant affirmatives." You may
safely trust the good even where you cannot see
it. By trusting to it you call it forth. Affirm it, and
you are united with it. Declare it, not only by your
thought and word of faith, but by continual acts
of faith. Thoughts and words of faith are preparatory steps; the act of faith is the final fiat
of being. The act of faith calls forth the good.
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When you act upon faith in the good you never
act alone. God is with you. He is the real actor.
He is the good itself. You rest in His shadow when
you act in good faith.
The story of Jacob's wrestling with the angel
is a type of human experience common to us all.
We wrestle with a hundred problems that are
angels in disguise. Our fearful attitude of mind,
our suspicions, or our lack of clear-sightedness
may make these angels appear to be actual fiends
that seek to destroy us. Jacob, wrestling with the
angel of the Lord, threw his hip out of joint. We,
wrestling with adversities, problems, duties, or
difficulties, throw ourselves completely "out of
joint" or out of harmony with our world.
To the angel Jacob said, "I will not let thee
go, except thou bless me." To the angels of the
Lord you and I should say the same thing. There
is a blessing to be had from every experience.
Finding these blessings overcomes resistance,
either by their being removed from our life, or
else by their being so transformed that we rejoice
to have them stay.
One of the most trying "angels" that this
writer had to get a blessing from as a young
teacher was the problem of speaking before audiences. Entering Truth work from an entirely
different field, I had managed theretofore to avoid
even the debates and class plays that are a part
of most young people's education. I had, as a consequence, a very small voice, which would shrink
under the strain of self-consciousness to little
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more than a whisper when speaking before others.
I am unendingly grateful, however, to a teacher who was merciless in his conviction that I
not only could learn to speak, but that I should
do so or perish in the attempt! As a consequence,
there followed, among other forms of preparation,
a series of agonizing sessions in which the teacher
and his pupil would adjourn from classroom to
chapel, a chapel that seemed to youthful eyes to
be huge in its proportions, but that has shrunk
amazingly in these latter years. The teacher
would betake himself to the seat most remote from
the platform, would send his pupil upon reluctant
feet to the platform, and then would call out,
"Now, say something!"
No response.
"Say something!" more sharply.
"What'll I say?" would come back feebly from
the platform, and so would begin a session that
was little less than torture for pupil—and perhaps
for teacher, too, but that eventually served to
release old bonds of self-consciousness that were
more painful in the loosening than ever they had
seemed at their tightest.
It was five years before I got the blessing from
that particular angel to the point where my resistance was overcome and, like the man whom
Jesus healed, I could open my mouth immediately,
with confidence that my tongue (and my ideas)
would be loosed and I would speak in a way to
praise God. Then when I had come to be grateful
for the angel that bound me to my task, and could
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have gained my freedom in other work where I
should no longer have to give public lectures, I
refused the opportunity! I could not bring myself
to give up the work that once had been such a
trial to me.
Now, with a schedule that includes many talks
each week in addition to other work, all of which
I enjoy, that nightmarish time of preparation
seems remote. Speaking was one of the hardest
things that I have ever had to do, yet it has become one of my greatest joys. When some one,
new in the faith, comes to me to discuss some
hoped-for demonstration, and asks me if I think
that he can succeed, I think of how Spirit has
blessed me in working my way through seemingly
insuperable obstacles, and I say, "Yes! All things
are possible with God!"
All things are indeed possible with God, and
possible to us, too, when we are with Him. Often
we have prayed, "God, be with me!", when really
we should pray, "May I be with God!", for truly
He is always with us, and always ready to bring
us our good, even when we do not consciously
want it, and strive with all our little human
might to reject it.
It requires real alertness, and an open, unprejudiced mind, to recognize our good when it
comes in some form other than the one that seems
best to our human judgment; but we cannot afford to close our mind to any avenue of possibility when we invoke the power of God in our
affairs.
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We must remove all barriers of limitation
from our thought. We must not think or say of
ourselves, our associates, or our affairs that they
in any way limit us, or limit our receptivity to the
good that the Father has for us. We must think
and say instead: / am a child of God. I am governed by His laws. I am one with His joy, His
health, His bounty, and His freedom. All that
the Father has for me comes to me speedily, richly,
freely. God is my instant, constant, and abundant
supply of all good.

CHAPTER

EIGHT

<Oke Haw of Cfrace
When you have gotten your mind
and soul into right relationship with
God or the divine Spirit, you do not
have to seek, strive, struggle, or painstakingly select and decide as to your
actions. God's spirit acting through
you makes you immune from harm
and wrong. Your mind being right,
your actions m u s t of n e c e s s i t y be
right, because an act is but a thought
in motion.
Then all of the harassing, details
of life become simplified. What you
shall say, how you shall dress, what
the particular a c t i o n s of the day
shall be—all are as naught. Life
becomes automatic, divinely so, and
regulates itself if you but have the
covenant of grace.
—Elbert Hubbard.

X~V4JHEN YOU invoke a law of abundance
( XY
that reaches beyond the plane of strict" V ly human action, you must be prepared
for a good many surprises. You will find that
things that have always seemed very important
to you are really not important at all, and that
seemingly negligible considerations suddenly loom
mountain high.
The method of attainment of the practical
Christian is a spiritual method. It demands spiritual vision. Things often look quite different,
viewed spiritually, from what they appear to be
in material sight.
As you become accustomed to this "new" way
of looking at things, often you will see that what
usually has been termed chance or coincidence is
the definite, though to human minds mysterious,
working out of spiritual law.
The spiritual way of attainment is often called
"the way of grace," because it comes as God's
free gift, and not by arduous human effort. By
this we must not understand that human effort
is to be abandoned when divine aid is invoked, but
83
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rather that such effort is to be directed effort
rather than an aimless, blind "striking back" at
circumstances.
Working "under grace," you may suddenly
feel impelled to write to a friend, including an
item of information, only to find that your letter
has crossed his in the mails, and that he needed
just the word that you sent. Walking along the
street, you may turn off to an unaccustomed route,
and suddenly come face to face with some one
that it is important for you to meet. Or you may
unaccountably change your travel plans at the
last minute, to learn later that by doing so you
had avoided an accident.
Are such things "chance"? No, they are only
"chance" to you when you do not recognize a law
greater than "chance" working in your life. When
you recognize and cooperate with divine law, the
law of grace, "all things work together for good"
for you.
Under the law of grace, one never seriously
grieves over the miscarriage of human plans.
Human dfs-appointments will so often prove, by
the law of grace, to be divinely His appointments
that one hesitates to condemn as evil any situation
or combination of events.
Invoking the law of grace, you will witness
the power of Spirit to bring harmony out of discord, abundance out of lack, health out of illness,
blessings unnumbered out of what had seemed to
be only troubles and confusion. An experience
from one of the writer's early adventures in Truth
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may serve to illustrate the point.
I was working for a small wage, and my affairs were complicated by other problems that
seemed discouraging in the last degree, when by
"chance" I attended a Truth meeting, after a
period of staying away in the belief that while
Truth might work for others it apparently would
not work for me. It was a winter night, and the
weather was very disagreeable, the more so to
me because I had a very long way to go by street
car, and a long walk from the car line to my home.
I wondered why I had come. Curiously, a similar
thought was in the speaker's mind. Jokingly he
referred to the inclement weather, and said that
it seemed ridiculous for him to have left California, where he had a charming home, to face
the cold and snow of the northland. "But," he
added, "I believe I have come here for just one
person."
With his words, something was suddenly galvanized to attention within me.
I knew that I was that one person!
Perhaps it was only natural for me to feel
that I was that person. Surely my need of inspiration and direction was great, and no doubt
there were many others present who felt, as I
did, that they were "that one person," too, but the
conviction seemed like a special revelation to me,
not to be gainsaid or disputed.
I attended meetings frequently after that.
I came to know the teacher well. I began to
"demonstrate." With an improved mental atti-
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tude my work improved. I received one increase
in wages, then another. Meantime I was studying
Truth and trying to apply to my affairs the new
ideas that I was receiving. New mental vistas
opened before me. Many things that I learned
seemed familiar to me, as if I had always known
them but had merely forgotten them for a time.
Later I learned that this was a common phenomenon. At that time, however, it seemed amazing
to me.
One day the teacher said to me, "Would you
like to be a teacher?"
"You mean, a teacher such as you are?"
"Yes."
"There is nothing in the world I should like so
much to do," I answered. And in the years that
have followed I have never regretted that statement, or wished to modify it.
"Then, why don't you?" he asked.
A thousand objections came to my mind. I
had never spoken a word in public, except to read
a few secretarial notes at church-membership
meetings, an agonizing experience. I was painfully
self-conscious. I had no voice. I had no training
(as I thought) for such work.
"Nevertheless, you can do it, if you really want
to seriously enough."
I thought a great deal about our conversation.
I could see no way to bridge the wide gap between
what I was doing and what I should like to be
doing, yet somehow I never quite lost the gleam
that I first caught in that statement, "I have come
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here for just one person."
Before long the teacher returned to his home.
I felt more lost in many ways than I had before
"chance" took me to that first meeting. Lost, but
with this difference—that I knew now that somehow things were going to change. Had Hutchinson's book, "One Increasing Purpose," been written at that time, and had I been familiar with it,
I should no doubt have said, as did Simon of the
book, "God is on my trail."
Then quite suddenly things began to happen.
I received an offer of employment in the California city where the teacher lived. A little later the
phone at my office rang. It was the ticket agent
of a transcontinental railway calling me.
"Are you expecting a ticket to California?"
he asked.
"No, but," for I was beginning to catch the
magic of the law of grace, "there might be one."
"There is," he answered. "Come and get it."
And I did. There were other lessons for me to
learn before I got the position, but get it I did,
and it lasted until I was ready to teach.
Under God's law of grace, adverse outward
circumstance, even influence, position, and power,
seem to count for very little. Perhaps in His sight
they are not important. How can any human
power seem important in its resistance to infinite
power? How can humanly appropriated wealth,
however vast, seem important in comparison to
the measureless abundance of Spirit? How can
titles, possessions, appearances, seem important
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to Him who looks upon the heart? How can a single span of life seem important in view of infinite
life?
The student who would follow Christ must be
steadfast, most of all when evil appears. "Only
be strong and very courageous, to observe to do
according to all the law . . . turn not from it to the
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have
good success whithersoever thou goest." The demands upon you may seem greater than your
strength can bear, greater than your resources
can satisfy. You may seem to be outnumbered,
handicapped in a thousand ways. Nevertheless, if
you would find the blessing of Spirit and invoke
the law of grace, you must not run from the problem that faces you. Patiently, trustfully, you must
do your best, however little, inadequate, or useless
it may appear. That is your reasonable service.
Do not neglect it, for it is all-important, though
its importance is not in itself, but in the connection that it establishes between you and the Power
that answers your need.
A business man in great financial distress once
went to a Truth practitioner for help. His obligations reached into the thousands of dollars, and
his creditors were pressing him for an immediate settlement. He was desperate.
"What have you done to meet the situation?"
asked the practitioner.
"I have tried in every way that I know to
raise the money, but collections have been very
poor and the banks will not loan me the money.
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My friends have been more than generous with
their help, but still I have been unable to pay my
just bills. My creditors are about to close me
out," he answered.
"Isn't there anything you can do?" the practitioner insisted.
"No, I've done everything I can."
"Have you prayed?"
"Prayed! Man, this is no time to pray. It is
time to do something. My creditors are demanding thousands of dollars and you ask me if I have
prayed!"
"This is just the time to pray, if you haven't
done so before," the practitioner answered calmly.
"Why did you come to me?"
"I don't know. You'll do anything when you're
desperate," he answered.
"Are you willing to pray with me?"
"Yes."
Together they prayed. At first the practitioner
spoke aloud, and the business man simply listened.
Then they sat in silence for a time. The practitioner's eyes were closed, so the patient closed
his eyes, too. Finally the practitioner spoke again.
"I give as I would receive, richly, freely, joyously,
and promptly," he said. "Will you repeat that with
me?"
They repeated the statement together several
times. Then, "I should like to do that, but I can't.
That's just the trouble," the business man said.
"Haven't you anything to give?"
"Not nearly enough."
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"But you have something. You could give what
you have."
"No use. They wouldn't accept it. They are
demanding all that I owe."
"Try it. Give what you have. You have not
really done your best until you have done all that
you can. Apportion what you can pay among your
creditors, and at least they will know by that
that your intentions are good. Until you have done
that you will not know that the case is hopeless;
and nothing is ever hopeless when we do our best."
He did as the practitioner suggested; a simple
thing to do, perhaps, and one that possibly would
occur to almost any of us as we read this article;
but what occurs to us as being sensible and logical
when we are calm and poised and unbeset by a
sense of pressure and anxiety may be quite different from what we think and do when we are
harassed and distressed. His creditors were impressed by his new spirit of courage, and by his
gameness in being willing to pay part of what he
owed them—even without any assurance that they
would not take over his business and leave him
worse off than he would have been by holding on
to the little money that he had. They reached an
agreement by which his business—and, even more
important, his spirit—was saved.
What we need most, when we are faced by ambitions or by problems that dwarf our apparent
resources, is courage to use in good faith what
we have. Perhaps you, too, say that you would
like to give richly, freely, joyously, and promptly,
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but that you cannot do so. If so, you must know
that the richness, freedom, joyousness, and
promptness of your resources do not depend upon
their quantity, but upon the spirit with which you
use them. If your resources seem small, all the
more reason why you should put into them the
abundance of Spirit. The abundance of Spirit
with which you infuse your resources will help to
increase them.
Remember, too, that your success does not
depend wholly upon yourself. "God gave the increase." Life will respond by meeting any honest,
intelligent effort more than halfway.
The student of practical Christianity must
learn to trust life. No man of himself alone can
possibly exert enough effort, mental or physical,
to bring into his world all that he desires; but any
man using his powers intelligently, in cooperation
with the law of increase, can call forth abundance
to meet all his needs and to spare.
Once, as a lad, the writer boarded a street
car with a heavy suitcase. The car was crowded,
and he was obliged to stand. The suitcase seemed
to grow heavier and heavier. He shifted it from
one hand to the other, and then used both. Finally
a kindly man turned to him, and said, "Let the
world hold it up, sonny, and rest yourself." The
thought is an old one. It has been told with many
variations by many persons. Doubtless the idea
was not original with the man who voiced it, but
it was original to me, and it has impressed me
many times since.
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God gives the increase. The help that He gives
is no less divine, no less truly of Him, because it
manifests through natural laws. How else should
we expect Him to manifest? Part of our fascinating task in life is to become acquainted with His
laws, but our knowledge of them does not determine their operation. Our knowledge simply
gives us greater freedom and greater confidence
in their use.
What we do is far less important, spiritually,
than how we do it and why. What we do is important in establishing a connection with, and in
putting into motion in our life, forces greater
than those that we ourselves possess. I have seen
a whole bank of sand transformed into a veritable
avalanche by the dislodging of one tiny pebble
that started the movement. Crowds have been
transformed into mobs by the cry of a single
voice, ominous, terrible, "Fire!"—and many a
mob has been restored to reason by the single
voice of courage and reason.
What we do, only occasionally outstandingly
significant in itself, becomes mighty and powerful
by reason of the spiritual forces that it releases—
in us, in others, or in both. To know this is to
find faith in doing well the seemingly insignificant
and inconsequential thing. Nothing is insignificant that invokes spiritual power. When you say,
"I give as I would receive, richly, freely, joyously,
and promptly," and accompany the statement by
the fact, you are calling upon mighty spiritual
powers of increase and bounty. The results of
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your statement are not limited to the carrying
powers of your voice, or to the masterful quality
of your thought, or to the resources that you consciously release when you give what you have.
Compared to all that there is to be given in life,
the wealth of Croesus or, more modernly, of a
Henry Ford is of little more significance than the
widow's mite. What you give, of service, of money,
of thought and word, is less important than the
spirit in which you give it. "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah."
Do not fear the limitations of circumstances.
Do not fear an evil outcome to events simply because you cannot quite see their favorable culmination. No combination of circumstances, no
appearance of adverse power or of evil, no disease of the flesh, can withstand the power of God.
"Fear not ye, neither be dismayed by reason of
this great multitude; for the battle is not yours,
but God's."
You have only to keep your relationship to
God right, and to follow His leading. You are not
to be inactive, although even inactivity is better
than to be active in the wrong way. Rather you
are to be active in the service of God. This means
that you are to make your thoughts and acts such
as to be open channels for His expression. You
are not to be limited and overcome by your own
idea of things. It was your own idea that got you
into trouble, if you are in trouble. Your next step
is to seek His ideas, and to act with Him in the
manifestation. No man of himself has power that
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amounts to very much. Any man, working with
God and thus making God's power available
through his life, has unlimited power. This is
"working under grace."
This realization was the secret of the amazing
power of Jesus. He acted not from Himself, but
from God. He was loving, He was unselfish, and
He was unafraid.
He knew the power of the world. He knew how
fierce and unreasoning its displeasure could be,
how great its power to inflict suffering, how quickly its favor could be changed to scorn. He knew
how bitter could be the pangs of poverty, how
hurtful the pains of the flesh; He knew, even, the
touch of death itself; yet He remained loving,
and He overcame the world and all its vices and
its ills because He was unafraid.
How could He be loving, unafraid, in the midst
of such things? Because He knew something
greater than the world could offer.
He knew something that has set Him apart
from other men, deified Him, and made His name
blessed through the ages, something that enabled
Him to be in the world and not of it, to be strong
and steadfast and unafraid, hence invincible, in
a mad, mad world of the senses.
He knew who He was.
He knew Himself to be the Son of God.
He knew that the power and the presence of
God are greater than anything that mankind
fears, and He knew God to be kind and loving as
well as powerful. He was so sure of the Father's
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power that no other power seemed real to Him.
Men cower in the presence of superior physical force. He faced the wrath of Rome unmoved.
Men cower in the presence of superior intellect and erudition. As a youth of twelve He faced
the wise men in the Temple, and confounded them
by His spiritual discernment.
Men cower in the presence of disease. Time
and again He calmly looked upon the ills of the
flesh that strike terror to the hearts of other
men, and by invoking a Power greater than that
of disease He dispelled such ills.
Men shrink from lack, yet His understanding
of God's providing presence was so clear that
He did not fear to be homeless or without money
or food. He knew what most men only wish to
believe: that God's bounty is everywhere present,
and that, knowing the law of its manifestation,
one may call it forth even where it seems to be
lacking.
Men cower most of all before the specter of
death. He was so secure in the knowledge of God
as omnipresent life that He called forth life in
the body of His friend Lazarus after it had lain
for four days in the tomb. Then, when the fear
of other men demanded His own life to assure
them of their power, He quickened His own broken body.
He overcame the world and all in it that men
most dread and fear, by His serene, loving fearlessness.
Men quarrel and fight and lie and kill because

96

Adventures in Prosperity

of fear. Only as they overcome fear—by finding
that which is greater than what they fear—can
they dwell in love and peace and plenty.
This is the outstanding message of the Christ,
a message of abiding faith in the literal and practical presence of a loving and powerful FatherGod, a presence whose perfect love casts out all
fear; a faith that enabled Him to say when the
darkest shadow of His life was upon Him, "Be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world."
All things became possible to Him because He
knew the all of Truth, because He was unafraid,
and because He acted in faith upon the Truth
that He knew. By the power of the same Truth,
the same fearlessness, the same active faith, all
things become possible to us, also.
Fear not, then, the things of the world, however unpromising they appear to be. Fear not
that God is not with you. He is always with you.
His power and love and wisdom are yours to call
upon at any moment. Fear only one thing—fear
not to be with God; and you must not stop with
even that fear, but must reach past it—into active
unity with God.
God is with us all, and in us all, and over us
all. Our part is to be with Him. Our unity with
Him must become secure and steady. Have you
ever observed an electric lamp screwed loosely
into the socket? There may be plenty of current,
and the lamp may be a good one, but, if the connection is unstable, the light will flicker on and
off uncertainly. So it is with us. We must be
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steadfast, unwavering, and constant in our loyalty
to the power of God. Thus we keep the current
of His power constant in our life, and insure its
being the ever efficient, blessed channel for His
bounties.
Primarily, only one thing keeps us from our
heritage of good. It is the temptation spoken of in
the Lord's prayer, the temptation to believe in
evil. Jesus said, "Lead us not into [leave us not
in] temptation, but deliver us from evil" (A. v.).
The temptation to believe in any of the myriad
forms of evil is the trap that insnares many a
student, and prevents him from completing his
demonstrations of the good.
Your good depends upon you, but not upon
you alone. Your part is to be a good transmitter
of power from on high. You must clear your
thought of doubt, of fear, of a sense of insufficiency or inability, and you must do your humble,
simple best, inadequate though it may seem. Faith
is the very substance of things hoped for; little
though your resources are or appear to be, you
must have faith—and prove it by doing your best.
/ do my best in faith that God will give the
increase.

CHAPTER

NINE

3£ow Jiuck Shall SJ Qlvef

Love that is hoarded molds at last,
Until we know, some day,
The only thin& we ever have
Is what we &ive away.
A n d kindness that is never used,
But is hidden all alone,
Will slowly harden till it is
As hard as any stone.
It is the things we always hold
That we shall lose some day;
The only things we ever keep
A r e what we &ive away.
—Selected.

CJ i OU MAY give as much or as little in life
I J as you choose, and "with what measure
J~y ye mete, it shall be measured unto you."
Give little and you receive little; give with
the motive of getting something in return, and
others will do the same to you; delay your giving,
and the return will wait upon you; give spasmodically, and your affairs will take on the fluctuating
character of the consciousness that you express.
The law is definite and certain. Each individual
determines by his consciousness, and his use of
the law, what the law will do for him.
However, as your consciousness of abundance
grows and you come more and more fully into
the freedom of abundance, more is demanded of
you. You are required to be as steadfast, as constant, and as generous in your obedience to the
law of bounty as you expect that law to be steadfast, constant, and generous in its reaction in
your life.
In adversity men are often zealously obedient
to the law of their good, only to relax their care
when they find that conditions about them have
99
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improved. This is the height of folly. If you desire that your life be harmonious, if you want
good to be followed by greater good in your life,
then be even more scrupulous in your obedience
to the laws of right thinking and right action in
times of blessing than you are in times when the
blessings seem withheld. Do not relax your faith,
and devotion, or your expression of these qualities,
if you would have blessings continue and increase
in your life.
Perhaps it is seldom profitable to dwell very
much upon negative experiences that come into
our life. To dissolve them back into their native
nothingness, by knowing the truth about them,
oftentimes seems more practical than to question
too much as to why they have come; just as to
combat shadows in a room is less practical than
to banish them by bringing in more light. Sometimes, however, shadows imply the presence of
obstacles between oneself and the sun; and sometimes negative experiences indicate the same
thing, and should be treated in much the same
way. In such cases bringing in the light is not
enough to do. The light will dissolve the shadows,
but not the obstacles, and until the obstacles are
removed there are likely to be more shadows from
time to time.
So if some unpleasant experience is repeated
several times in your affairs, find out if you can
why it has come to you, and do whatever is necessary to prevent its recurrence.
For example, at one time the writer had just
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purchased a new car. He was feeling quite happy
about it, and thought of it as a "demonstration"
of prosperity, when, in the midst of his thanksgiving, he was shocked to find that a tire lock
had been forced and that an expensive spare wire
wheel and tire had been stolen. Why? he thought.
Had he been more careless than usual in his mental attitude? Should he have gotten special insurance for the car's accessories? Should he have
had a stronger lock put on the spare wheels and
tires? Or was it contrary to the principles of
Truth to use locks or insurance, either one? He
recalled the argument that Truth students have
no right to place temptations in the way of those
who may be weak enough to steal. Was it right
to leave an expensive possession, such as a motor
car, in the street, and expect God to take care
of it? In doing so, was he trying to make a kind
of celestial police officer of almighty God? As he
thought it over, it did seem to him a bit presumptuous to say, "Now, God, I place this car in Your
care while I go to the movies."
These questions were not clearly answered in
his mind before the second spare wheel and tire
were stolen! By this time he was thoroughly
alarmed, not so much at the theft of the property,
for fortunately he could replace them without
too greatly missing the money that they would
cost; but what, he asked, was amiss in his inner
world, that this experience had come to him with
such emphasis?
Soon he was to receive an answer to that
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question, an answer that was very difficult for
him to accept, but one that, right or wrong, has
meant a great deal—for good—to him ever since.
Before I tell you of the way in which I got my
answer to these questions, though, let me digress
a moment to express a thought regarding that
often asked question, "Why has this come upon
me?"
Experiences come to us not so much because
we have attracted them as because they are opportunities for us to clear our thoughts regarding the
problems that they present. If our thought is quite
clear, the experiences do not trouble us. They
scarcely make any impression on us. It is as if, in
a hotel lobby, a bell boy were paging some one.
We listen a moment to ascertain whether it is
our name that he is calling. If it is not, we dismiss the matter from mind, and scarcely hear
his continued calling. There is nothing in his call
to identify the experience as applying to us. Sometimes, apparently, we do "attract" certain problems, just as I possibly did the theft of my tires
in a way that I shall explain in a moment; but
many problems appear in our life neither attracted nor expected—merely presented for our
consideration and judgment. Sometimes we claim
the problems for our own, and thereby incur the
responsibility of "seeing them through." Sometimes they suggest something that profitably we
can do to bring our identification with them to an
end; and sometimes simply our word of denial or
our gesture of indifference dispels them from our
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life. Occasionally, too, problems come to us not
for what they can do to us, by way of teaching us
something that we need to know, but rather for
what we can do for others if we are willing. For
instance, Jesus did not attract the crucifixion, but
He willingly accepted it as an experience that
would help to free the race from the fear of death.
From a practical point of view, then, the important consideration in any problem is not so
much why it has come, though that may be important too, as, "Now that you have come, what
shall I do about you?"
This all has become clearer to me since my
wheel-and-tire experience than ever it was before, in a way that you will see:
I was talking with a friend whom I had not
seen for a long time. She, too, drove a car.
"Tell me what you do about your car," I said.
"What do you mean?" she asked.
"Do you ever have anything stolen?" I asked.
"N-n-o," she answered slowly. "Do you?"
"Well, I have had," I reluctantly admitted.
"And I don't quite see why. I don't think I've been
in any especially negative state of mind," I added.
"No, that wouldn't be the reason," she answered.
"Do you think it is because I didn't have the
car insured?" I asked. "Perhaps it isn't fair to expect God to be a kind of policeman, watching my
car every time I leave it."
"No, I don't think that's it, either," she said.
"Perhaps I should have seen to it that the
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locks were stronger. They forced the metal guards
with a crowbar or some similar instrument. Perhaps it is unfair to expose to temptation those who
are not strong enough morally to resist."
My friend shook her head.
"Well, then, what do you think is the reason
why my spare tires and wheels were taken?"
She paused quite a while before she answered.
Somehow that pause and her manner made me
feel uncomfortable. (Probably she will smile when
she reads this.) Her manner made me feel that
she considered the matter a grave one.
When finally she answered, I decided that she
did think it grave. "What have you taken from
some one else?" she asked.
"Taken
! Why, surely you don't think I'm
a thief?" I asked in hurt astonishment. We were
old-time friends. It was hard to take.
"No, not exactly that, but it amounts to the
same thing. What have you withheld that you
could have given?"
"That I could have given? To whom?"
"To any one. Oh, of course, I know you're not
a thief, and I don't mean that you're stingy" (she
was trying to fix it up now, I thought), "but it's
like this
" and then she went on to tell me
her philosophy of giving.
"You see, it's like this, Ernest," she said in
effect. "You and I are especially blessed. I've
heard you acknowledge your own blessings by
saying that you were a child of fortune. I am one,
too. All my life I have been showered with bless-
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ings. [And you had the grace to realize it, I mentally added.] I have a wonderful husband. I am
in love with him and he with me. We have a town
house and a mountain house. We have two cars.
We have enough of the world's goods to keep us
comfortable and contented. My husband has a
fascinating work, and I have mine too, of a kind.
"If I were to keep busy every moment I don't
know how I could return to the Father as much
as He has given me. All that I can do is to try
not to miss any opportunity that He offers. Then
if I pass on to some one else some of the good that
He has shared with me, and those with whom I
share my good do likewise, I can only hope that
my little will be 'increased and multiplied,' as you
say."
"And somewhere, then, you think I missed an
opportunity?"
"Well, the channel was clogged somewhere,"
she answered kindly. "If some good thing is taken
forcibly out of our life, that fact would seem to
indicate that we are receiving faster than we are
giving."
"I don't know just where I 'slipped u p , ' " I
answered. "But I don't think that that experience
will be repeated for me soon again."
And it has not. Nothing has since been taken
from me by force.
Perhaps, you will say, my friend was an extremist. You can think of objections to her theory.
So could I. I still can. But I think I have proved
to my own satisfaction that her philosophy is
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sound and practical. I know that it has proved
a great joy to me.
; ''
To feel that each good thing that comes to us
is a commission from on high, a kind of sacred
trust, a mark of the Father's confidence in us;
that our good is not our own, but His, and held in
trust for His service; there is romance and adventure in this idea. It colors to brightness what
often otherwise might be a dull and drab transaction of commerce and labor.
Moreover, it brings returns. The more we
give, the more we have. Giving, rightly understood and practiced with good judgment, is an investment. It takes us out of the atmosphere of
"an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth," and
puts us under Christ's law of grace, of free giving.
The loss of my tires has been repaid to me
manyfold, to me and to others too, I trust. The
experience, and what followed, helped to awaken
in me a new consciousness of giving, a new consciousness with which I still experiment in joy;
a consciousness that has not a thing to do with
tires and wheels, or with protecting oneself from
loss by a kind of prepayment plan—though it
might seem to be that—but that, while apparently
beginning with such mundane considerations,
far outdistances them, and brings one into "a
land of pure delight." That land is a consciousness that knows only abundance, that does not
lose anything, because it fears the loss of nothing,
that is So sure of constant supply that it views
things, not as lost or acquired^ but simply as vis-
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ible or invisible, everywhere present, everywhere
abundant, to be used and shared and enjoyed; to
be conserved and accounted for wisely and sensibly, but not to be hoarded or taken out of the
stream of service.
Do I mean that we should not "save for a
rainy day" ? Save, if you wish, and if you attract
greater abundance than you need to use immediately, but save in anticipation of an opportunity, not in fear of a rainy day. When supply
comes to you in advance of your need, do not rush
to spend it foolishly, but instead thank the Father
that even before you have asked He has answered,
and that He, in His love, has prepared beforehand
for some joy or need that you cannot as yet even
anticipate.
Saving, when by "saving" we mean "investing," is quite different from hoarding. To hoard
is to take money or some other form of supply out
of circulation—as a miser hoards gold, through
fear. Putting money into a savings bank, or investing it in a business where it contributes to
human welfare or happiness—and hence increases
and multiplies by the divine law of abundance,
which men have appropriated and sometimes call
"profit"—is not only legitimate, but a spiritual
duty. Not all men do all things equally well. You
may be more adept at earning money than you are
at creating ways to make money serve you and
others. Then, let some one, who can make money
serve well, put it into service for you, and share
both in the good that it can do and in the return
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that it can bring. That is exactly what you do
when you put your money into a well-managed
bank or when you invest it in some legitimate
and substantial enterprise.
Investments, too, are necessary but merely incidental as you become established in a giving
consciousness; necessary because you will attract
abundance that needs to be wisely stewarded, incidental because they are but a part of the mechanics of what is primarily an investment in
spiritual riches. Your real investment, the substantial basis of your mundane wealth, is an investment in human kindness, in service, in such
qualities as love and thoughtfulness and remembrance.
Your spiritual richness is seeking you. Consequently you need not worry about finding it. It
presses against your consciousness many times
a day. It takes queer forms, however, and you
must train yourself not to miss it because it seems
unimportant or fanciful. It is beckoning to you
when you get the impulse to thank some one for
something that he did that helped you. It signals
to you when you think of some one's anniversary,
and make a mental note to send a card or a gift,
or otherwise lend your interest and joy to the occasion of another's joy or blessing. How often
I have said—have not you, too?—"I thought of
that, but I was busy and put off doing it, until it
was too late"!
Take time. Take time to be courteous, to be
thoughtful, to remember things that mean much
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to others, to do the simple little kindly things
that most persons are "too busy to do."
Your spiritual richness presses against your
consciousness in all these things, in these and
more. As you grow in spiritual power and
strength by exercising your dormant spiritual impulses, you will find that your sphere of helpfulness will grow. You will find a thousand channels
through which you can bless others. You will find
individual channels through which you can bless
thousands of others.
Spiritual wealth is to be invested in human
lives. It is essentially vital, alive, alert. Only remotely does it have to do with stocks and bonds
and other possessions. It deals in friendliness, in
love, in service, in good judgment, in generous
unselfishness. No man can possess much of it by
himself alone. It has to be shared to be enjoyed.
It grows and increases and multiplies as it is given
away. It attaches itself by invisible arms to the
sharer, and manifests surprisingly and abundantly in his life.
Most of us think of pleasant, friendly, joyous
things to do for others. For many reasons we do
not always express them. Lack of time, fear lest
another should misunderstand our motive, a sense
of awkwardness in doing things that are "off the
trail" of our usual activities—these are some of
the insidious forms of procrastination that, delaying our conformance to the law of free giving,
delay also the recompenses of joy, well-being, and
abundance that ensue when we conform to it.
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Take as your watchword in this application
of the law the following affirmations:
I give joyously. I recognize all that I possess
as coming from the Father, given me to use and
to share with others, in joyous recognition of His
bounty.
I give freely. I recognize the illimitable abundance of Spirit, adequate to meet every human
need.
I give promptly, as promptly as I wish Spirit
to be prompt in blessing me.
I give generously, as generously as I wish
Spirit to be generous in its response to my needs.

CHAPTER TEN
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Because he hath set his love upon me,
therefore will I deliver him:
I will set him on hifch, because he hath
known my name.
He shall call upon me, and I will
answer him;
I will be with him in trouble:
I will deliver him, and honor him.
W i t h long, life will I satisfy him,
And show him my salvation.
—Psalms 91:14, 15, 16.

HERE is a protecting Presence. I know,
for several times I have apparently owed
my life to it.
Undoubtedly, we should do our best to avoid
hazardous situations in which life is imperiled;
but in time of great need, when our human resources are exhausted, it is a priceless boon to
know that we may call upon and receive help from
a power greater than our own.
Perhaps the ideal demonstration is not to experience such situations. I do not know. I know
that I am nearly always "working out" something,
learning the application of Truth to some new
problem. I have wondered sometimes if I should
ever get beyond the point of having problems.
Just now I rather hope not! Problems are a joy
if you know that they can be, and will be, worked
out. It is only the dread, the uncertainty, the fear
of failure, that make problems hard to bear.
Nor do I insist that it is God who sends the
problems. I do not think that He sends them; I
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think that they arise in our own consciousness,
from our own individual way of looking at things,
which often is the wrong way. God helps us to
work them out.
A problem is the mental state of not knowing
the answer to something that you find to be perfectly all right when you do know the answer.
Finding the answer is heaven. Dodging the problem, and hence missing the answer, is hell. I have
experienced something of both.
Nine years ago I was facing a crisis in my
service to Truth. I had been teaching, writing,
and lecturing for five years. A new vision, a new
ideal, was finding its way through the somewhat
confused jumble of ideas that I called my mind.
I was finding myself, finding new powers, and
yearning to try my wings in new ways. I was at
a turning point in my life. Almost without definition, my problem was the deciding of my life
work. Should I continue as a Truth teacher, or
step through another doorway, the vista from
which was very inviting? After a summer's vacation in Los Angeles I was returning home to
San Diego. A dinner was planned to welcome me.
I was coming right up to a decision and was not
feeling at all ready for it.
Perhaps it was subconscious resistance to the
return home, with its consequent responsibilities
and decisions, that swung me out of the cycle of
harmonious events and plunged me into a few
hours of confusion.
It was about a five-hour ride in my car, a trip
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that I had taken dozens of times; but I was late
in getting started, and I had not gone a fifth of
the way when I noticed that the engine was overheating, the radiator steaming. I stopped
and found that the fan belt was broken. The
nearest garage could not supply another belt.
They would send to a supply house. Minutes, and
finally an hour, passed before I was on the way
again.
Soon I was following the shore line southward.
As I was hurrying to make time, the breeze from
my car quickened that which came in from the
ocean. It was a warm day. I had thrown my
coat on the back seat of my open touring car. The
wind whipped my coat open; I felt some papers
brush my cheek, and saw them sail blithely out
over a wide expanse of soggy marsh.
Clutching at my coat, I discovered that two
checks, given to me as I had started, were missing.
And then, as if that were not enough, a third incident of far greater moment took place. I had
covered most of my journey, with only eighteen
miles or so to go. But let me quote from the letter
that I wrote to a friend the day after the experience:
"I made the Torrey Pines grade nicely, and
was hustling along between it and La Jolla. I was
about a mile past the Pines grade and was still
several miles from the Biological grade, which
was yet to be descended before getting to the
Jewel City (La Jolla), when I heard a peculiar
grating sound near the right front wheel of the
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car, and stopped to see what was wrong. Would
you believe it, the hub cap of the wheel and some
of the ball bearings were gone! I had been coming
heaven only knows how far—up the Torrey Pines
grade at any rate—with nothing to hold the wheel
in place! It was after five o'clock; there were
grades to go down either way before reaching a
garage; and of course traveling even on a level
road under such conditions is not particularly desirable.
"I first thought of hailing a car and sending
word to some garage man to come out and tow me
into La Jolla; but the cars that I tried to hail
whizzed merrily by. So I decided that the Lord
must have been taking care of me for a good many
miles, since the wheel had not come off (the tire
had wabbled so much that the rubber was worn
clear down to the fabric in spots), and that, if
He wanted me to write some more books, I should
not topple off the Biological grade with Henry
(pet name for the car). Besides, it was then so
late that any further delay would make me late
for dinner—and what is an honorary dinner without a guest of, honor?
"So I pushed the wheel on as far as it would
go, climbed back into Henry (gingerly), said a
prayer, and drove the remaining miles to the Biological grade; then down the steep, winding road,
with the wabbly wheel grinding and shaking
away within a few inches of the shortest distance
between me and sea level. Of course, I made it all
right, and drove into La Jolla. As I passed the

There Is a Protecting Presence

117

T
s' place the Lord was surely right alongside,
for there in her chummy roadster sat Mrs. T
,
just back from town and preparing to put the car
away. Fortunately for me, she had stopped at the
curb instead of driving into the garage. I should
not have expected the T
s to be at home if I
had not seen her. They should have been in San
Diego to help welcome me home. I 'hove to' and
told her what had happened, and we hustled
Henry to a garage. Then she, her husband, and I
crowded into their chummy roadster, exceedingly
chummy with the three of us in it, and whizzed
into town—fifteen miles—in twenty-four minutes,
with still enough time for me to whisk off a bit of
grime before going down to the dining hall as if
nothing unusual had happened. Mr. T
had
whispered into my ear meanwhile that there
would be no garage bill, and to forget all about it.
"The garage man said that it was little short
of a miracle that I had made the grade or had even
gotten as far as the grade with the wheel in that
condition. He said that I had had one chance in
a thousand; but I didn't tell him about my arrangement with the Lord, so I suppose he is still
mystified—if he remembers the incident.
"This morning the family took me out to La
Jolla again to get Henry, who is as good as new.
We had luncheon on the T
s' porch, overlooking the ocean, where Mr. T
looked solemn,
and Mrs. T
admonished me never again to try
such a stunt, even with the Lord's help. I don't
expect such an emergency to present itself again,
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but the experience has given me a renewed confidence that some Power intangible to physical
sense has something more important and less
spectacular for me to do than to topple off the
Biological grade into the Pacific."
I have never ceased to be grateful for that
experience. It brought me a new assurance, a
personal faith, a sense of the abiding Presence,
that perhaps I especially needed right then—and
it seemed to decide, forever and without question,
what my future was to be. Being thus protected
as I returned at least temporarily to His work, I
felt somehow that the Father's stamp of indorsement was upon my work for Him, a belief that,
fantastic though it was, has taken me happily
through many times of confusion.
Was it foolish to take such a risk as I did? The
point is that I took no risk! Had I wavered, had
I been fearful, the outcome would have been dubious. But, strangely, I did not waver, nor was I
afraid. There seemed to be only one thing to do.
I did it without fear. I should not advise any one
else what to do in such an emergency, except to
bid him pray for guidance. In a thousand other
such emergencies the right thing to do might be
the "sensible" thing—to go for a tow car at whatever inconvenience, in order to be "safe and secure." But I was safe and secure, safe and secure
as I had never before felt. In those few stressful moments I gained something that undoubtedly
I needed, something that, as I believe, God permitted me to find—as since then He has done in
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somewhat similar ways—something that I needed,
and apparently knew how to accept. •
There is a protecting Presence. I have felt its
sublime overshadowing. It has enabled me to
come out of sickness in seemingly miraculous
ways; it has gone before to remove obstacles from
my path; it has helped and blessed and prospered
me.
A fool to believe this? Ah, then, I shall be
God's fool, and happily!

CHAPTER
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Press On \Past JJepressbn

Charge them that are rich in
this present world, that they he
not hi&hminded, nor have their
hope set on the uncertainty of
riches, hut on God, who ftiveth
us richly all things to enjoy;
that they do &ood, that they be
rich in &ood works, that they be
ready to distribute, willing to
communicate; laying up in store
for themselves a &ood foundation against the time to come,
that they may lay hold on the
l i f e w h i c h is life i n d e e d .
—I Timothy 6:17-19.

• ^ ^ " H E PAST half century has been a time of
f
unprecedented advancement in the world
^ • ^ about us. Electricity and its myriad applications, telegraph, telephone, wireless, radio,
electric light, phonograph, motion pictures, talking pictures, the inception of television; airplanes and dirigibles; palatial ocean liners, submarines, towering skyscrapers—these and a thousand other material discoveries, inventions, and
developments have made us the richest people
that has ever lived.
No amount of greater wealth can make us
richer. Already we are producing more wealth
than we know how to use. Our machines are
working so fast and so efficiently that in many
instances there is not enough, according to old
standards, for men to do in order to earn a livelihood.
The world about us is out of balance with the
world within us. As a whole we have grown materially far faster than we have grown mentally
and spiritually. We have built a Frankenstein
monster that overawes us and threatens to slay
121
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us. We have "demonstrated" more than we have
learned how to use. We have demanded plenty
and now we have it. The next thing that we
must learn is what to do with it.
Skyscrapers have grown taller than the men
who build them. Machines have grown more
cunning than their operators.
The next great work of the world is to grow
mentally and spiritually to a stature commensurate with its material growth.
Many scientists and thinkers say that we are
approaching the close of an era of scientific
achievement. That has been said many times
mistakenly, to be sure. We all recall the story of
the employee of the patent office at Washington
who resigned his job because there was nothing
more to invent—before the era of electric lights,
radio, and talking pictures. But to go on endlessly at the rate of progress made in the last
fifty years, without striking a mental and spiritual balance, would decrease rather than increase
the possibilities of human happiness.
God has showered us with blessings. These
blessings have poured through such minds as the
world has seldom known before. One of the greatest was Edison, that kindly, benevolent genius
who never led an army, never stirred up strife
or contention, never set nation against nation or
man against man, but instead brought light and
joy and comfort and pleasures innumerable into
the world to bless mankind. Surely Edison is a
veritable symbol of every material good that the
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past half century has brought us.
Many of the world's leaders say that it is
doubtful if the next thousand years will produce
another Edison. His passing seems quite definitely to close a cycle of blessings; blessings that,
wonderful though they are, have in some instances
blessed us far beyond our capacity to receive blessings.
The present period should be called not a period of depression—unless we refer to the depression that affects many minds, but rather a period
of change and adjustment. We have gone as far
as it is expedient for us to go in one direction of
growth. We should now endeavor to balance that
growth in other ways.
The steel that a magnet can hold is commensurate with the power of attraction in the magnet. Press as much steel against it as you choose,
it will hold only as much as its own inner force
is capable of attracting. So it is with man. To
hold and master the blessings that crowd upon
him from the outside world he must generate more
inner power. He is already "loaded" from without up to and beyond his capacity.
Present world conditions are, considered relatively and temporally, serious. The statement
that it is absurd for men to lack in a world of
plenty does not alter the obvious fact that many
men are suffering such lack. Urgent conditions
demand drastic remedies. Much of this human
suffering, needless though it be, must be met on
its own plane. To tell a hungry, penniless man
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that if he had thought right he would not be in
his deplorable state, or even that he can by right
thinking and prayer get himself out of it, may
not suffice to meet his most immediate need.
It is no more than our reasonable quota of
service, no less than our honest duty, to help
physically and materially as much as we can. But
such help will not reach very far, necessary
though it is. It alleviates but does not cure the
situation. We must go farther.
The "depression" is used as an alibi for countless inefficiencies and human frailties. Many who
claim that their present straitened circumstances
are due to the depression merely have a new alibi.
A few years ago it was something else. There
are those who continually lose jobs, who always
experience "hard luck." They, like the poor of
whom Jesus spoke, are always with us. Theirs is
a problem of consciousness. Others, habitually
successful and prosperous, are withstanding the
pressure of negative mass psychology, and are
still successful and prosperous.
Still others, prosperous and successful heretofore, are for the first time in their lives facing
a situation with which they do not know how to
cope. Theirs is the problem of growth. Absorbed and contented in their prosperity, they
have gone the way of the world, developing
strong material muscles, and remaining weak and
flabby of mind and spirit. They can build strength
of mind and of spirit just as they built their
financial strength or their physical strength. They
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built financial strength by wise and persistent
use of material possessions, by service, by efficiency. They perhaps built their physical
strength in a comparable way; by using what
strength they had, fostering, exercising, nourishing it, through directed activity, discipline, right
eating. But they can go only a certain distance
in this manner before maintenance of their
strength demands more of them. The present
period marks that point for many.
All that we have developed materially has
its good uses. We can whole-heartedly pronounce
it good, for such it is; but we can only honestly
say that it is good for us when we have mastered
its use and brought it under the dominion of
something in us of equal development.
So far we have not done a very good job of
this. For instance, we let such a minor item
on the material plane as the motor car bring us
into subjection. We betray our inward weakness
when we use it in ways that are hot for our good
or the good of others: when we drive cars recklessly or carelessly, when we let our pride of
possession overbalance our good judgment and
permit ownership of them to engulf us in debt
beyond reason, when we neglect to give them the
care and attention that a good piece of machinery
deserves, and when we ride in them to the neglect
of physical exercise and bodily health.
We betray our weakness when we amass more
of anything than we can use or more than contributes to our happiness and well-being; when
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we permit a machine to produce more of anything than is needed just because the machine
can run twenty-four hours a day. We betray
ourselves thus to greed, and the price that we pay
is bitter. We betray ourselves when, with money
and with leisure, we do not know how to make
either contribute to our happiness, our culture,
our serenity of mind and spirit.
Many men complain bitterly that machinery
has robbed them of their work, and that the mechanism of the modern age is responsible for their
difficulties. This is only partially true. Machinery may be the occasion of their trouble, but
it is not the cause of it. The cause is that men
have built their machines better than they have
built themselves.
There is much work that machines can do
better than man can do it; much work that is
monotonous and back breaking. Every man
should thank God that there are such machines,
and the more the better. There is other work
that no machine can do as well or as beautifully
as men can do it. This work men should do.
As we grow in wisdom, learning some of the
lessons of this present time, undoubtedly working
hours will be shortened, so that every one may
have gainful employment at living wages, and
with ample leisure; but leisure itself is a baneful thing unless man learns how to use it well.
Unless the machinist grows more than his machine, unless the builder grows more than what
he builds, and unless the workman grows beyond
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his work, our progress will be imaginary rather
than real. We shall have a resultant depression,
both inwardly and in the world about us.
The increase of leisure time may well lead
to a renaissance of the liberal arts. Men, employed but a few hours a day for material gain,
may develop as skilled artisans, doing tasks of
skill and beauty in their leisure hours. In working for the sheer love of their work and of beauty
they are likely to be worth more to themselves
and to the world than they are in their almost
mechanical role of keeping the wheels of the
world's needful work turning. Students will study
music, not in the hope of earning the supposedly
large salaries of opera stars, but because something within them demands musical expression,
and because they want to sing well—and then
we may have better opera singers! Men will
carve fine woods for love of the pungent smell
in their nostrils, the feel of the blade in the
wood, the evocation of beauty, the satisfaction
of self-expression; and once more we shall have
lovelier furniture and lovelier homes. Work in
metal, sculpturing, dancing, the drama, writing,
oratory, travel, painting, ceramics, weaving, spinning, dyeing, working in reeds, these and many
other useful and cultural occupations suggest
themselves.
If the Utopian dream of a two-hour workday
were suddenly to be realized, most of us would
soon become bored and unhappy with the pleasures of golf and bridge and would not know what
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to do with ourselves. Bereft of our material
toys, the pressure and demands of a materially
commercial age, where should we be? In an
alien world, lonely, unhappy, worse off than we
are now, unless we developed those inner resources
of the mental and spiritual man that alone can
make the body rich.
This is our twofold task, then: to meet the
immediate demands of necessity, and to plan for
a larger life in new spheres of expression.
For the first task we need courage, vision,
and a change of vocabulary. Three years ago
while I was lecturing in Florida a gentleman of
mature years called for an interview. His hair
was white, his face was seamed with character
lines that showed that he had lived much, that
he had faced and conquered many problems. He
told me that he had lost two large fortunes, that
now for the third time in life he was starting
all over again, at an age when most men think
of retiring. He pulled out his pockets to show
me how empty they were. As a beginning I tried
to say what I thought was expected of me. "You
have lost a great deal, haven't you?" I asked.
He squared his shoulders, and a fine light came
into his eyes as he answered, "Young man, I
want you to know that I haven't lost anything
but money!"
Looking at him, I knew that he spoke truly. He
had not lost his faith in himself or in mankind, or
in a wealth of present opportunities such as had
blessed him in the past. He had not lost his
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courage or his vision, or—what was perhaps most
important of all—his willingness to face new and
changing conditions and to adjust himself to them.
We need to have something of that spirit at
the present time.
We should delete the word "depression" from
our vocabulary. It is simply the symbol of a
mental state of fear and worry. We should adopt
the attitude of the Truth teacher who once was
asked if she thought that there would be another
World War. "If there is, it will not be by any
power that my words lend to it," she said. If
there is to be another depression in this time of
change it should come of no power that we lend
it by our words. There have always been changes
in the past. Most of them, we can see, were for
our good. There will be many before us, no
doubt. By this time we should have learned not
to fear changes, but to anticipate them, to study
their favorable aspects, and so to adjust ourselves
that they will be advantageous to us. To do this
is our immediate task.
Before us lies a wealth of happiness and opportunity that is almost inconceivable to those
who have not delved deeply into the resources of
the inner life. The greatest riches that life can
give, riches that nothing in the world about us
can take away, are the riches of our own conscious being. To the strong, resolute, wise, and
loving mind, the things of the world do obeisance.
The power to attract what we want, and to
be free of it when it has served its purposes of
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good in our life; the power to want so wisely that
we shall have no regrets over what our wanting
calls forth from life's rich store; the power to
call forth success out of seeming failure, abundance out of seeming lack, happiness out of misery
—all these and more are at the command of every
man who has found himself, and who, even more
than that, has found his oneness with his Maker.
In that development of mental and spiritual
powers which is the next great world purpose, as
yet for the most part unknown and unsensed but
heralded by many indications of the Father's love
and blessing, the teachings of the Great Master
will be studied and applied as never before. The
Unity movement is dedicated to that work. All
who contact its work in any way will receive a
blessing, and it is the part of wisdom for them
to use and to develop their understanding of its
message, not only for themselves, but for the help
that they can be to others.
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