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LESSON 21 —  "GIVING AND RECEIVING"
OBJECTIVE: A study of the law of giving and receiving as Jesus taught it,

revealing that it is a law of mind action that can be learned and 
applied the same as any other law, and that it is the one sure way to 
abundance.

UNITY TEXT SOURCES: Chapters 3, b, "GREAT PHYSICIAN" (Wilson)
Chapters 9, 10, "PROSPERITY" (Fillmore)
Chapter 8, "PROSPERITY'S TEN COMMANDMENTS" (West) 
Pamphlet, "AS YOU TITHE SO YOU PROSPER" (Meyer)

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Prov. 3:9, 10; Mai. 3:10; Matt. 10:8; Luke 6:38; 
Prov. 11:2b, 25; Prov. 22:9; Mark 12:bl-bb.

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS GETTING SOMETHING FDR NOTHING. There is 
a law of compensation which, if thoroughly understood by man, would 
immediately revolutionize his whole life from top to bottom, we must 
give at sometime full measure for all that we receive.
2. THREE REQUISITES OF GAINING PROSPERITY THROUGH GIVING: "Prosperity
through spiritual law is demonstrated in accordance with the truth, 
'Give and ye shall receive," if these things are observed: first, there 
must be a willing mind; second, the giving must be done in faith; and 
third, the offering shall be a just and fair proportion of all that 
one receives." (C.F. "PROSPERITY," p. 13b)
3. ONE OF THE MOST PRACTICAL AND SENSIBLE WAYS OF PUTTING GOD FIRST 
IN PERSONAL FINANCES IS THROUGH TITHING. Tithing establishes method 
in giving and brings order and efficiency in one's financial affairs.
b. LET. US NOT GIVE 1!ITH THE IDEA THAT WE ARE BESTOWING CHARITY. The 
idea of charity has infested the race consciousness for thousands of 
years and is responsible for the great army of human dependents. Do 
not give to a person's or an organization's lack. Give rather to 
their abundance. Give with faith that you are! a channel.through 
which God's abundance flows to Him.

QUESTIONS POR WRITTEN PORK:
1. Describe the operation of the law of compensation.
2. Should one think of giving as an investment that pays dividends?
3. what rule did Jesus give for freeing ourselves from financial lack? 
b. Is it enough in life to "do our share"; to give only as we receive?
5. Briefly explain the idea of tithing, and give your sincere feelings

concerning its importance of practice.
NEXT WEEK: "ATTAINING ETERNAL LIFE"
SUGGESTED READING REFERENCES:

Chapter 12, "TALKS ON TRUTH" (Fillmore)
pages 173, 17b, "TWELVE P0W15RS OF MAN" (Fillmore)
Chapters 13, 16, 17, "KEEP A TRUE L!iNT" (Fillmore)
"HAVE W3 LIVED BEFORE?" (Wilson)
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1. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS GETTING SOMETHING FOR NOTHING. There is 
a law of compensation which, if thoroughly understood by man, would 
immediately revolutionize his whole life from top to bottom, We must 
give at sometime full measure for all that we receive.
2. THREE REQUISITES OF GAINING PROSPERITY THROUGH GIVING: "Prosperity
through spiritual law is demonstrated in accordance with the truth, 
’Give and ye shall receive," if these things are observed: first, there 
must be a willing mind; second, the giving must be done in faith; and 
third, the offering shall be a just and fair proportion of all that 
one receives." (C.F. "PROSP^ITY," p. 13U)
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IN PERSONAL FINANCES IS THROUGH TITHING. Tithing establishes method 
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their abundance. Give with faith that you are. a channel.through 
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"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY"
A synoptic study of the teachings of Unity in twenty-four lessons

LESSON 21—  GIVING AND RECEIVING
OBJECTIVE: To study the law of giving and receiving as Jesus

taught ito This law of mind action must be learned and ap
plied the same as other laws, to reveal the one sure way to 
abundance.

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES: Prov. 3:9,10; Mai. 3:10; Matt. 10:8; Luke
6:38; Prov. 11:24,25; Prov. 22:9; Mark 12:41-44.

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS GETTING SOMETHING FOR NOTHING. 
There is a law of compensation which, if thoroughly under
stood by man, would immediately revolutionize his life. We 
must give full measure for all that we receive.
2. THREE REQUISITES FOR GAINING PROSPERITY THROUGH GIVING: 
First, there must be a willing mind; second, the giving must 
be done in faith; and third, the offering shall be a just 
and fair proportion of all that one receives (Fillmore, 
PROSPERITY, p.134). "Prosperity through spiritual law is 
demonstrated in accordance with the truth, 'Give and ye shall 
receive.'"
3. ONE OF THE MOST PRACTICAL WAYS OF PUTTING GOD FIRST IN 
PERSONAL FINANCES IS TITHING. Tithing establishes method in 
giving and brings order and efficiency to one's financial 
affairs.
4. WE MUST NOT GIVE WITH THE THOUGHT THAT WE ARE BESTOWING 
CHARITY. The thought of charity has infested the race con
sciousness for thousands of years and has produced a great 
number of human dependents. Do not give to remedy a person’s 
or an organization’s lack; give to increase their abundance. 
Have faith that you are a channel through which God’s abun
dance flows.

QUESTIONS:
1. Describe the operation of the law of compensation.
2. Should a person consider giving as an investment that pays 

dividends?
3. What rule did Jesus give for freeing ourselves from 

financial lack?
4. Is it enough to "do just our share," to give only as we 

receive?
5. Briefly explain the practice of tithing, and give your 

sincere feelings concerning its importance.O
NEXT WEEK: ATTAINING ETERNAL LIFE
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"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY"

Lesson 21 —  "GIVING AND RECEIVING"

ATTRITION - GETTING SUGGESTIONS FOR INTRODUCTION:

Emerson tells of hearing a sermon in which the minister unfolded the doctrine 
of the Last Judgment. He assumed that judgment is not executed in this worl ; 
that the wicked are successful; that the good are miserable; and then urged 
from reason and from Scripture a compensation to be made to both parties in 
the next life. This didn’t measure up to Emerson. What did the preacher 
mean by saying that the good are miserable in the present life? Mas it that 
the riches are had by the unprincipled, whilst saints are poor and despised, 
and that a compensation is to benmade to these last hereafter by giving them 
the like gratifications in another day? This must be what they meant. I 
couldntt be that they would later have leave to pray and praise, to love an 
serve for they can do that now. The legitimate inference the disciple could 
draw was, "We are to have such a good time as the sinners have now" or to 
push it to its extreme import —  "You sin now, we shall sin by and by; we 
would sin now, if we could; not being successful we expect our revenge to
morrow." The fallacy here, though a little strongly attacked is obvious. 
Recommend that everyone read Emerson’s Essay on "Compensation.

QUOTATIONS THAT MIGHT PROVE HELPFUL?

'■If the average man understood for a single moment the meaning of these words 
(Jesus teachings on the law of compensation) and really believed them to be 
ta-ue they would immediately revolutionize hiswhole life from top to bottom, 
turn his everyday conduct inside out, and so change him that m  a compara
tively short space of time, his closest friends would^rdlyjcnow him.

”A man there was and they called him mad;
The more he gave, the more he had."

(John Bunyan)

"Do the thing and you shall have the power. But they that do not the thing 
have not the power. Everything has its price, and if the price is not paid - 
not that thing but something else is obtained. And it is impossible to ge 
anything without its price. For any benefit received, a tax is levied. In 
nature, nothing can be given -  all things are sold. Power to him who 
power exerts." (Emerson)

"The one condition coupled with the gift of truth is its USEJ That man 
shall be learned who reduces his learning to practice." (Emerson)

"The external act has no moral goodness without the goodness of the interior 
act. And God greatly desires the latter." (Meister ickhart)

"Every man takes care that his neighbor shall not cheat him. But a day 
comesAihen he begins to care that he does not cheat his neighbor. J h e n  all 
goes well. He has changed his market-cart into a charlot(^ J ^ n )

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL;

Jesus did not teach that "salvation is free." He told the rich man
that it would require of him everything he had. "Give and it shall be 
given unto you" in his own statement of the law involved.



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIALS Cont'd

Jesus was very exact in telling of the blessings and the rewards, so much so 
that some, perhaps too many of us, think only of the compensation and the re
turns, of what we can get from God and Truth —  rationalizing our failures in 
lust such a way as Emerson cites. Under the law of compensation there is no 
such thing as getting something for nothing. T7e must give full measure or 
all that we receive at some time. Every day is a day of judgment in which 
the balance between giving and receiving is struck.
The Universe is one of absolute integrity. There is perfect balance and 
harmony. God is first of all a God of order. So it is that man receives 
what he earns. Let him not delude himself by thinking he earns more than he 
receives from the hand of God. Man cannot receive less than he has earned, 
neither can he receive more; either would be an infraction of the law of 
perfect balance. If at the moment, what is received seems to be more, or 
less, than what is earned, it is only seemingly so; and a readjustment will
take place, sometime, somewhere.It is quite characteristic of the unawakened person to feel sorry for him
self and to think he is not receiving all that is due. How often he cries 
out that something has been kept from him, that another has been given his 
rightful place, that money and position have been unjustly snatched from him, 
that he is underpaid, that he just has not received the breaks in life. *11 
this is a delusion of the intellect, and has no basis in Truth. In all ways 
we receive exactly what we earn, reap what we have sown.
Now in giving —  it is important that we avoid the idea that we are giving 
to charity. The idea of charity has infested the race consciousness for 
thousands of years and is responsible for the great army of human dependents. 
jjg students of Truth we should do all that we can to annul this mental error. 
There is no such thing as charity as popularly understood._ Everything be- 
longs to God and all His children are equally entitled to it. The fact that 
one has a surplus and gives some of it to another does not make the one a 
benefactor and the other a dependent. The one with the surplus is simply a 
steward of God and is merely discharging the work of his stewardship.
when we talk about the idea of compensation, it may seem to border on the 
idea of Karma. Ve must remember that --karma" is a Sanskrit word which means 
simply, -'comeback." It refers to the return of the pendulum, the law of 
giving and receiving. This karmic idea is simply "whatsoever a man soweth, 
uhat shall he also reap," the inevitability of action following reaction 
and reaction following action and infinitum. A vicious circle is thus cre- 
ateu in which every cause itself becomes an efiect and every effect l 
a cause. Here we have the "wheel of karma," a wheel of incident without 
beginning and without end. It is necessary to step down from the wheel o 
cause and effect as it is to leave the wheel of life and death; for, m  the 
Iasi analysis, cause and life and effect and death are correlative terms. 
Actually Karma has no controller those who are reborn out of human con
sciousness in spiritual consciousness. Karma is the law by which material
ity multiplies itself, perpetuates its kind, and ultimately dissolves all 
creation in a holocaust of retribution. Man is not bound to Karma. If 
were he would have long since destroyed himself as a race. He will always 
receive the "comeback" as long as he gives out; but when he changes the 
giving, he immediately changes the receiving. Thus, through Christ, man
is Lord of Karma.



IILUSTTt/- TLVE 1 '/• f|v.i-Ji\L: cont 'd

One of the most common handicaps to highl,- effective living is the nearly 
universal desire we have to do our share* tie insist on it* v.e want to do 
our bit; and there are few things we resent more than the implication that we 
are not doing so. But in this idea lies the fallacy that is responsible for 
much mediocre or even at times ineffective living. Contributing our part, or 
doing our share, at best is merely a return to the stream of life of what we 
have taken out of it. Vie take a share; we give a share in return. Nothing 
has been taken away or added. The balance remains the same. But that is not 
enough. VJhat is needed for fully effective living is that we change the balance. 
It is to put a little more in than we take out. It is to raise the level of 
the stream of life by putting more into it than we take out of it, so that 
everyone including ourselves in return has a greater quantity to draw from.

It is not to be fair that counts most; it is rather to be a little more than 
fair in our dealings with men. It is not to do our share of work; it is to do 
an extra measure. It is not to give back the friendliness, justice, kindness, 
cooperation, and devotion we receive, but to give it back with a portion of 
dividends. It is, then, not what we do or give, but to rather that part which 
is beyond the expected or required that brings fulness to our lives.

The spirit of service fulfills the law of compensation. "Give and ye shall 
receive." The old belief, which Jesus reversed, was that the greater a man 
became, the more service he might command. "\Jho is greatest among you" was 
answered by Jesus, not only in word, but in deed, "I am here with you as one 
that serveth."

There came to Jesus the mother of the Zebedees, requesting for her two sons 
the position of honor in his Kingdom "Command that my sons may sit, one on 
thy right and one on thy left." She did not understand that man's elevation to 
the place prepared for him by the Father comes through his own merit or atti
tude of mind, and that the exercising of authority is not a "lording" of rulers, 
but a ministering to humanity.

ANEC'XmsS m  SMOKIES:

Georgiana Tree ’jest gives a good illustration of how when we think we are 
getting something for nothin; , we are self-deceived, how sometime, somewhere, 
we pay for everything we receive: /• woman with numerous relatives loved to
travel and boasted that she never paid a hotel bill in a city where she had 
relatives. "VIhat are relatives good for if you can't use them?" she was often 
heard to say. Her method was to descend upon them bay and baggage, taking it 
for granted they would be glad to see her. She would oftentimes chuckle over 
the fact that she was never called upon to return their hospitality because 
she lived in a single room in a hotel. The amount of money she saved on hotel 
bills in her travels was one of her favorite topics of conversation.

But another freouent topic was the way people always tried to take advantage 
of her financially. She always had to pay top price for everything; sales
people always overcharged her. Even fate seemed to be against her, for if she 
went downtown and purchased a dress for 35*00> that same dress would be put on 
sale the very next day for 22.£0.

Of course she was both astonished and indignant when told that she was 
violating God's law of compensation, which required that we give generously 
for all that vie receive. It was a new and not very welcome idea that there 
was a connection between the way she treated her relatives and the way other 
people treated her.



ANECDOTES AND STORIES: cont'd

Sometime in the next feu days in practically every commercial office or 
plant in the U.S. an important executive will sit back in his chair and study 
a list of names on a sheet of paper before him. YOUR IJAiiL RAY BE 01: IT. A 
position of responsibility is open and he is face to face with the old, old 
problem - ‘Where can I find the right man?" The faces, the words, the work, 
the impressions of various men will pass through his mind in quick review. Who 
will he select? The man who has evidenced the greatest spirit of service, who 
has shown the greater interest in working than in getting paid for work, who 
has not shunned responsibility. The man who has workedi

Leonardo da Vinci once said, "Oh, nod, you sell us everything for the price 
of an effort." No one had a better chance to know this than da Vinci, An 
illegitimate son, brought up in the family of his father, the misfortune of his 
birth made him the source of constant derision, he had to do something to 
lift himself far above the crowd, And he did. "For the price of an effort" 
he became the greatest artist in Itlay - probably in all the world - in a day 
when Italy was famous for her artists. Kings and princeses were honored to be 
associated with this illegitimate boy. He made the name he had no right to 
famous for his work alone.

A philanthropist was asked, "How can you give so much and still have so 
much left." Herreplied, "As I shovel out He shovels in, only He has a bigger 
shovel."

Bruce Barton some years ago wrote an effective parable concerning the idea 
of giving: "There are two seas in Palestine. One is fresh and fish are in it. 
Splashes of green acorn its banks. Trees spread their branches over it, and 
stretch out their thirsty roots to sip of its healing waters. Along its shores 
the children play, as children played when He was there. He loved it. He 
could look across its silver surface when He spoke His parables. And on a 
rolling plain not far away He fed five thousand people. The river Jordan makes 
this sea with sparkling water from the hills, jien build their houses near to 
it, and birds their nests; and every kind of life is happier because it is there.

"The river Jordan flows on south into another sea. Here is no splash of 
fish, no fluttering leaf, no song: of birds, no children’s laughter, travelers 
choose another route, unless on urgent business. The air hangs heavy above its 
water, and neither man nor beast nor fowl will drink. I t.'hat makes this mighty 
difference in these neighbor seas? Not the river Jordan. It empties the same 
good water into both. Not the soil in which they lie, nor the country round 
about. This is the difference. The Sea of Galilee receives but does not keep 
the Jordan. For every drop that flows into it another drop flows out. The 
other sea is shrewder, hoarding its income jealously. It will not be tempted 
into any generous impulse. r!very drop it gets, it keeps. "The Sea of Galilee 
gives and lives. The other sea gives nothing. It is named "Dead." There are 
two seas in Palestine. There arc two kinds of people in the world."

"Derr God, help me be wise enough to see 
That as I give so it is meted out to me I 
Help me to know that with my every thought 
The good or ill that's mine myself I’ve wrought’.
Help me to place all blame of lack on me.
Not on my fellow man, nor yet on Thee.
Give me the courage, God, truly to know
That as I ’d reap in life thus must I sowl" (author unknown)


