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LESSON 17 —  "THE WAY TO SALVATION"

OBJECTIVE: To give the student an insight into what Salvation is and
how he may attain it*

UNITY TEXT SOURCES: Chapter ll*, "TALKS ON TRUTH" (Fillmore)
Chapter £, "ATOM SMASHING POWER OF MIND" (Fillmore) 
Chapter 6, "MYSTERIES OF GENESIS" (Fillmore)
P. 13h, "KEEP A TRUE LENT" (Fillmore)
P. £8-61 "JESUS CHRIST HEALS" (Fillmore)

SCRIFTURE REFERENCES: II Cor. 6:2; Phil. 2:12, 3-35 Hahbakuk l:13r
Matt. 6:lU, 15; Jer. 31:3; Isa. 16: 22; Romasn £:20, 21; Romans 7.19-23,
John 1:17.

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED: m . . , . ane
1. THERE IS NO POWER AIR) NO REALITY IN SIN. Sin is a mental trans
gression of the law which leads to feelings of guilt and unhappiness 
and results that men term "evil." If sin were real and enduring, 
like goodness and Truth, it could not be forgiven but would hold 
its victims forever. Sin is its own punishment, and righteousness 
its own reward. You are not punished for your sms, hit by them*

2. SALVATION IS THE FREE GIFT OF GOD TO MAN OF HIS DIVINE NATURE, 
THE CHRIST, which comes to him through the understanding use of the 
law. In this sense he is saved from a multitude of mistakes (sins) 
which lead to sickness, poverty, death, etc. This is what is meant 
in the old idea of the term "saved."

3. IT WAS JESUS1 INSPIRED LIFE AND NOT HIS AGONIZED DEATH ON THE 
CROSS THAT IS MAN*S SALVATION. Jesus revealed to man the presence 
of God within Him and the power to overcome wrong thinking, thus by 
following His guidance we may deliver ourselves from the unhappy 
results of such thinking. Salvation means to enter into the Jesus 
Christ consciousness, to "follow Him" in overcoming.

li. THE LAW OF KARMA OR CAUSE AND EFFECT IS ALWAYS TRANSCENDED BY^ 
THE LAW OF GRACE. We must always remember that the law of grace is 
the action of Spirit or the "free gift" of God's love or saving 
power responding to the call of faith. Our forgiveness of ourselves 
and others is our participation in the action of God’s grace.

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN WORK:
1. What is the meaning of the word "sin"?
2. Is God offended by man's sins?
3. What does it mean to be saved?
U. Explain how Jesus is the Saviour of man.
£. What is your understanding of "Grace"?

NEXT WEEK: PRINCIPLES OF HEALING

SUGGESTED READING REFERENCES: Ch. lii, "ATOM SMASHING POWER OF mIND" (Fillmore)
Foreword and Ch 9, "JESUS CHRIST HEALS" (Fillmore); Ch 3 & page 173,
"KEEP A TRUE LENT" (Fillmore); Ch. h, "SELECTED STUDIES" (Shanklin);
Ch 10, "TALKS ON TRUTH" (Fillmore) Ch 21-2U, "HOW TO LET GOD HELP YOU"
M. Fillmore); Ch 2, « THE GREAT PHYSICIAN" (Wilson); Pages U2-Wi, "God 
A Present Help" (Cady)
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"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY"
(Supplementary material for possible teacher's use)

Lesson 17 —  "THE WAY TO SALVATION"

ATTENTION-GETTING SUGGESTIONS FOR INTRODUCTION:
We try to live apart from God. We try to do without Him. We ac^ as though we 
had life of our own; as separate minds; as though we could have plans and pur 
poses and interests separate from His. All this, if it were true, would m®an 
that existence is not one and harmonious, but a chaos of competition and strif . 
It would mean that we are quite separate from out fellow man and could injure 
him, rob him, or hurt, or even destroy him, without any damage to ourselves, 
and, in fact, that the more we took from other people the more we should have 
for ourselves. It would mean that the more we considered our own interests, and 
the more indifferent we were to the welfare of others, the better off we should 
be. Of course —  it follows —  that it would pay others to treat us the same 
way If this were true, it would mean that the whole universe is only a bungle, 
and tha t sooner or later it must destroy itself by its own inherent weakness 
andanarchy. Obviously this is NOT TRUEi

QUOTATIONS THAT MIGHT PROVE HELPFUL:
"On your own heads, in your own hands, the sin and the saving lies." (Kipling)

"None shall be saved by Christ but those only who work out their own salvation 
while Gcd is working in them by His truth and His Holy Spirit. We cannot do 
without God; and God will not do without us." (Matthew Henry)

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL FROM MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES:
Sin is a sense of separation from God, and is the m a j o r human experi
ence. But sin has no power of itself and is not a spiritual reality. If it 
were real and enduring like goodness and Truth, it could never be forgiven but 
would hold its victim forever.
Perhaps we have been raised on the teaching that God was an inhabitor of the^ 
skies, who sat on his throne and recorded in His big black book all of our sins 
and punished us accordingly. The Truth is: YOU ARE NOT PUNISHED SO MUCH FOR YOUR 
SINS AS BY THEM. Sin is its own punishment and righteousness its own reward.
Sin is merely separation from God, from good, from harmony, from justice. The 
punishment is that you have cut yourself off from the one and only source of 
good.
The popular conception of sin is properly called "moral sinning." It is a 
deviation from a moral standard. A moral standard is set up by man and is based 
on custom, convention, and man's understanding of what is right and what is 
wrong. It might include such things as drinking, dancing, playing cards on 
Sunday, not going to church, etc. Because it is a standard set up by man accord
ing to his understanding it fluctuates and vaccilates. (In developing this 
point we should be careful to note that we do not say whether these moral 
standards are right or wrong, merely that they are man-made.)

Jesus use of the concept of sin and the sinner was based on a higher standard 
than a man-made one. He was speaking of the Christ Standard, the Law of Being, 
a standard which was created not by man but by God, which is unchangeable, 
eternal, perfect. Sin is deviating from this Christ Standard in thought. A 
sinner is one who is not aware of this "saving Standard" which is inherent 
w ithin him, the law of his being.

When we read that Jesus came to save the lost and the sinners. He was not 
referring to those who deviated from the moral law but those who deviated.



"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY”
A synoptic study of the teachings of Unity in twenty-four lessons

LESSON 17— THE WAY TO SALVATION
OBJECTIVE: To give the student an insight into what salvation is

and how he may attain it.
SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES: II Cor, 6:2; Phil. 2:12, 13; Hab. 1:13;

Matt. 6:14,15; Jer, 31-3; Isa. 45?22; Rom. 5:20,21; Rom. 7s 
19-23; John 1:17.

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. THERE IS NO POWER AND NO REALITY IN SIN. Sin is a mental 
transgression of law which evokes feelings of guilt, unhappi
ness, and results that men term "evil.” If sin were real and 
enduring, like goodness and Truth, it could not be forgiven 
but would hold its victims forever. Sin is its own punish
ment and righteousness is its own reward. You are not punish
ed for your sins, but them.
2. SALVATION IS THE FREE GIFT OF GOD TO MAN THROUGH HIS 
DIVINE NATURE, THE CHRIST, and comes to him through the under
standing use of the law. In this sense a person is saved from 
a multitude of mistakes (sins) that might have led to sickness, 
poverty, death, and so forth. This is what is meant by the 
old term "saved.”
3* MAN® S SALVATION HAS RESULTED FROM JESUS* TEACHINGS AND NOT 
HIS AGONIZED DEATH ON THE CROSS. Jesus revealed to man the 
presence of God within Himself and this power to overcome wrong 
thinking. By following'His guidance, we may deliver ourselves 
jfrom the unhappy results of wrong thinking. Salvation means to 
enter into the Jesus Christ consciousness, to "follow Him."
4. THE LAW OF KARMA (CAUSE AND EFFECT) IS ALWAYS TRANSCENDED 
BY THE LAW OF GRACE. We must remember always that the law of 
grace is the action of Spirit or God's love and power which 
respond to our faith. Forgiveness of ourselves and others is 
our participation in the action of God's grace.

QUESTIONS:
1. What is the meaning of the word "sin"?
2. is God offended by man's sins?
3. What does it mean to be "saved?"
4. Explain how Jesus is the Saviour of man.
5. What is your understanding of "grace?"

NEXT WEEK: THE PRINCIPLES OF HEALING
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Chapter 14, TALKS ON TRUTH (Fillmore)

Chapter 5, ATOM-SMASHING POWER OF MIND (Fillmore) 
Chapter 6, MYSTERIES OF GENESIS (Fillmore)
Page 134, KEEP A TRUE LENT (Fillmore)
Pages 58-61 JESUS CHRIST HEALS (Fillmore)



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL, Cont'd
through ignorance of or lack of understanding use of, from the Christ standard. 
When we live up to the Christ standard we shall automatically fulfill the true 
and enduring values in the vacillating moral law.
Habbakkuk Is 13 —  "0 Jehovah, thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil." _
God knows nothing of sin, nothing of want, nothing of lack of any kind. This is 
disturbing to some people. But why should it be? The tragedy would be if 
did know. If God knew sin, He would be a sinner, for what Infinite Mind knows, 
it must bei Sin or mistakes are outside the province of Reality. Wrong answers 
are outside the province of the principles of mathematics. If God does not 
know sin or behold sin, how can He forgive or how can man find forgiveness.

God forgives in this way: "I have loved thee with an everlasting love. His
love is eternal. He forever sees you as His beloved son in whom he is well 
nleased. Forgiveness really doesn’t come from God, for God does not receive 
offense. Jesus taught that Judgment does not come from God but from man. God 
does not know offense, therefore he cannot judge. Man knows offense, and man 
nudges. Receiving offense a nd farming judgments, together constitute trans
gression: they carry the soul across the direct radiations of God into the _ 
world of finite and changeable states. Because man knows offense he must forgive, 
and his forgiveness never can have effect save in his own consciousness.

Matt. 6: lU, l£ "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." In other words God forgives 
us after we ha ve forgiven others. This is a direct statement and one that w e 
whould- ponder deeply. If God can work for us only by working through us, then 
this statement of Jesus stands true, and is really a statement of the law of 
cause and effect.
The question arises: Where does confession come in to the idea of forgiveness of
sin, and of attaining salvation? We may have thought of confession as distinc
tively a part of Catholicism. But we are wrong. In the usual usage of the 
wor d "confession" the thought is set forth that we must confess our s m s  to 
God because He is the one offended by the sin. The priest is accepted as the 
divine intermediary of God’s justice and his punishment, so that through the
sacrament of penance - a man is punished. .... , „

Though the idea of confession is sound and beneficial, yet this concept of 
God is irreconcilable with the Truth of God as spirit and of each one as a child 
of God. God is not offended by our sins - actually He is not even aware of 
them. But as long as we continue to live or think in separation from God m  
consciousness, we are not giving expression to His love for us. His substance^ 
and life. There is no return from the "far country" into the Father s House 
until we admit to ourselves that we have strayed, until we admit our weaknesses 
and the need for God's help. This is one of the basic principles of Alcoholic s 
Anonymous. The individual must admit that he is powerless over alcohol and that 
he needs help, then there is hope for him. But until that time of "confession
there is no help for him.

The confession of sin, consists chiefly in the recognition that we are m  
the "far country" and that we can and should return to the "Father's house." It 
is the sublimation of man's willful egotism, his selfishness.

Salvation is a term that frightens many good people, who worry a good deal about 
whether they have been "saved" without understanding the spiritual signifance 
of the term. We have received so many different ideas on the subject that we 
are confused. As an old philosopher once said, "The reason why i V s  so hard to 
educate people is because they already know so many things which ain't so."

The Biblical doctrine of Salvation is one of those many beliefs that we have 
accepted without benefit of examination.



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL* Cont'd
The first mention of "Salvation" is found in the prayer of Jacob in Genesis
1̂ . __ hi have waited for Thy Salvation, 0 Lord," It is next mentioned by-
Moses in Exodus lb: 13, as the children of Israel fled from before the Egyptians, 
"Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
show you today...." Wha t is this "Salvation" of which Jacob and Moses speak? 
Webster defines it as: "The act of saving; preservation from destruction; rescue; 
spiritual deliverance from sin and death." It is in this latter way that it is 
used scripturally. In those days it was believed that Salvation came from God 
by whim and fancy, a God who rewarded one minute and took away the next. To the 
Israelites of old, salvation meant graduation, regardless of past sin and still 
unfinished spiritual work, from this life to another that was above and beyond 
this one.

Salvation is one of the finest words in our language, for it means that by 
virtue of God's presence within our own being we have the power to overcome 
wrong thinking and thereby to deliver ourselves from the unhappy results of 
such thinking. To be saved, to be "bom anew", is to come into Truth with the 
whole man and build a new way of life. This is the salvation that Jesus taught. 
"Ye shall know the Truth and the Truth shall make you free." (give you salvation)

Jesus taught the method whereby man was to turn back to God. Man, He taught, 
should learn not to condemn, should forgive, and be loving, should have no 
enemies, should work diligently to perfect himself. To be saved, then, is to 
have the Jesus Christ consciousness. To accept Him as our personal saviour, 
really means to accept the Jesus Christ consciousness as being an imminent force 
fcr good in our lives today.

In a sense Scientists and inventors are Saviours of mankind. Every time you 
get into your car and s tep on the starter you do so in the name of a man by 
the name of Bendix who developed the mechanism that made the self-starter pos
sible. He has saved man from the back-breaking job of cranking the car every 
time he wants to start it.

Jesus Christ saved man from the painful results of wrong thinking. He discovered 
a way through the limitations of race consciousness and created a passageway 
through which all men may follow. Thus He becomes the Saviour of man, for all 
who will follox-z Him through this way into the Kingdom of abundant living.

We can better understand some of the beliefs and teachings tint have sprung up 
concerning salvation if we examine the beliefs current in Jesus' time. The 
Hebrews believed that an individual's sin was very displeasing to God and that 
it caused a rupture in man's previously close relations with Him unless He were 
somehow appeased. To heal such a rupture and regain the pleasure of God choice 
animals were sacrificed to atone for sins —  this is a primitive practice that 
is found throughout the world in the early stages of development of all religious 
beliefs and is even prevalent in primitive civilizations today.

According to a theory prevalent in early times, it was believed that sin, 
like disease, clings to the body of man but may be put off upon the animal to 
be sacrificed. The slaying of the animal destroyed the sin and served to redeem 
the man. In sacrifice it was assumed that appeasement of God was gained by 
taking the animal's life. Because the blood of the animal was believed to be 
the life, even the soul, every sacrificial ritual centered around the shedding 
of the blood. The sacrifice was not thought to be consummated unless blood was 
shed, so that the vital essence could rise to God.

As a result of this belief and practice the disciples and followers cf Jesus 
likened Him to a sacrificial lamb who was slain to produce final reconciliation



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL, Cont'd

with God. However we should not think that God willed that Jesus go to the cross 
to achieve substitutionary atonement for our sins. If God had willed that Jesus 
endure the agony of the cross so that His -wrath might be appeased and our recon
ciliation made possible, then He would be less than human and comparable to 
the heathen Moloch.

Actually the crucifixion was not according to the wisdom of God, but according 
to the mortal consciousness of man. Consider Paul’s word in I Cor. 2: 6-8: "But 
we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, w hich God 
ordained before the world unto our glory. Which none of the princes of this 
world knew: FOR HAD THEY KNCWN IT, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE LORD OF 
GLORY."

This alone would suffice to stamp as illegitimate this hideous dogma of 
vicarious atonement which has largely been the weakness of Christendom by sup
posedly relieving mankind from the paramouht need of individual demonstration. 
Actually did not Jesus say that every man must take up the Cross and follow 
Him if he would find at-one-ment with God and consequent salvation? Isn't this 
another way of saying that we cannot attain to what we call "heaven" by proxy?

ANECDOTES AND STORES:
An Australian aborigine got himself a new boomerang and then spent the rest 
of his life trying to throw the old one away, (illustration for the work of 
getting rid of old states of consciousness or sins.)

A Sunday school teacher once asked her class of young boys, "What must we do 
before we can expect forgiveness of sin?" One little lad, with a gleam in his 
eye, said, "We must sin!"

Concerning confession: One writer has said, "The sewing circle —  the Protestant
confessional, where each one confesses, not her own sins, but the sins of her 
neighbors."

MATERIAL FOR POSSIBLE VISUAL USE:
In explaining that the principle knows nothing of error, that mistakes are out
side the province of reality —  write on the blackboard 2 + 2 = 5 . Explain that 
even though we write "5", that does not change the Truth. The principle knows "i|".

An excellent way to show wha t sin is, how it affects us adversely, and hjw the 
grace of God operates: draw on the blackboard two parallel lines. Mention that 
this is the "straight and narrow," of living in God-consciousness. Indicate by 
shaded areas that the space on either side of this pathway is the "far country" 
where we live in human consciousness of error. Indicate that when we cross over 
into this area we step out of the stream of life, of inspiration. Just as we 
cannot live without air, water, food, so we cannot long live in this area without 
coming to know want. Then point out tha t the "far country" area is sloped 
dow n into the "straight and narrow." Indicate that it really takes effort to 
keep in negative consciousness, because there is a "spirit in man and the inspi
ration of the Almighty giveth him understanding." When we relax and even turn 
in the direction of the "Father's house", by the grace of God (the sloping sides) 
we are relentlessly impelled toward good. If you think about this and work it 
out in advance on the blackboard, it will provide much fuel for discussion.
To illustrate tije first point concerning the unreality of sin - and its result, 
evil —  draw a picture on the board of the Sun (representing Truth), then show 
man standing in the shadow of a w all that is made up of boulders (representing 
his limited beliefs which are his real sins). The shadow has its source in the
wall which in turn has its source in man's wrong thinking. Change the thinking 
and you take away the seeming a ppearance of shadow.


