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LESSON 13 -- ’’UNITY AND THE BIBLE”

OBJECTIVE: A studious reply to the question, “What does Unity teach con
cerning the Bible?” toward the end of giving the student a better idea 
of what the Bible is and also to inspire him with the desire to enter 
into a deeper study of its metaphysical interpretation,

UNITY TEXT SOURCES: Unity pamphlet, "UNIT.' AND THE BI3LE” (L. E. Meyer)
Foreword, “MYSTERIES OF GENESIS" (Fillmore)

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. UNITY ACCEPTS THE BIBLE AS ITS PRIMARY TEXTBOOK. All other study 
is but supplementary to the Bible study and is intended only to help 
the student in the right interpretation and understanding of the Bible.

2. RELIGION DID NOT COPE OUT OF THE BIBLE: THE BIBLE CAPE OUT OF 
RELIGION. A thing is not necessarily true because it is in the Bible - 
but it is in the Bible because essentially, considering the spiritual 
principle at the root of the story or allegory - it is true.

3. THE BIBLE IS THE ALLEGORICAL RECORD OF M N  IN HIS PROGRESS FROM 
SENSE TO SPIRIT. It is the book of life - of the life of the soul. 
Every human being commences in Adam; within every human being also lie 
the potentialities of the Christ. The 8ible teaches that existence is 
for the purpose of developing these potentialities to actuality, and 
the whole of existence, the whole of life, is embraced in the states 
and illustrated in the Biblical stories that lie between Adam and 
Jesus Christ.

L. THE RELIGION OF THE PRESENT TENSE. The Bible was written by men 
who were looking backward to a day of miracles. Jesus great contri
bution was that He dared to put religion into the present tense - to 
talk of salvation now. For this He was crucified. Beginning with 
this impetus, so much of Christianity soon fell back into the same 
worship of the past. Today Unity is daring to proclaim the practical 
aspect of Christianity, the immanence of God and His power, to teach 
the religion of the present tense —  and for this Unity is considered 
in many circles, a dangerous problem.

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN WORK:
1. Does it really matter who wrote the books of the Bible or when 

they were written? What is the all-important thing to know?
2. When was the Bible first written and by whom?
3. Is the Bible the final word of God?
U. What is the key to understanding the Bible?
5. What would happen if by any conceivable disaster the Bible should 

be destroyed?

NEXT WEEK: ”THE SOUL OF MAN”

SUGGESTED READING REFERENCES:
Metaphysical Dictionary —  under "Soul”
Chapter 1, "WHAT ARE YOU?” (Shanklin)
Pages U7-5U, ’’TEACH US TO PRAY” (Fillmore)
Page 25, "LESSONS IN TRUTH” (Cady)
Pages 76, 77, "PROSPERITY” (Fillmore)
Pamphlet, "WHAT UNITY TEACHES" (Turner)



LESSON 13 -- 11 UNITY AND THE BIBLE*’

OBJECTIVE: A studious reply to the question, “What does Unity teach con
cerning the Bible?" toward the end of giving the student a better idea 
of what the Bible is and also to inspire him with the desire to enter 
into a deeper study of its metaphysical interpretation.

UNITY TEXT SOURCES: Unity pamphlet, "UNITY AND THE BIBLE" (L. E. Meyer)
Foreword, "MYSTERIES OF GENESIS" (Fillmore)

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. UNITY ACCEPTS THE BIBLE AS ITS PRIMARY TEXTEOOK• All other study 
is but supplementary to the Bible study and is intended only to help 
the student in the right interpretation and understanding of the Bible

2. RELIGION DID NOT COME OUT OF THE BIBLE: THE BIBLE CAME OUT OF 
RELIGION. A thing is not necessarily true because it is in the Bible 
but it is in the Bible because essentially, considering the spiritual 
principle at the root of the story or allegory - it is true.

3. THE BIBLE IS THE ALLEGORICAL RECORD OF mAN IN HIS PROGRESS FROM 
SENSE TO SPIRIT. It is the book of life - of the life of the soul. 
Every human being commences in Adam; within every human being also lie 
the potentialities of the Christ. The Bible teaches that existence is 
for the purpose of developing these potentialities to actuality, and 
the whole of existence, the whole of life, is embraced in the states 
and illustrated in the Biblical stories that lie between Adam and 
Jesus Christ.

U. THE RELIGION OF THE PRESENT TENSE. The Bible was written by men 
who were looking backward to a day of miracles. Jesus great contri
bution was that He dared to put religion into the present tense - to 
talk of salvation now. For this He was crucified. Beginning with 
this impetus, so much of Christianity soon fell back into the same 
worship of the past. Today Unity is daring to proclaim the practical 
aspect of Christianity, the immanence of God and His power, to teach 
the religion of the present tense —  and for this Unity is considered 
in many circles, a dangerous problem.

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN WORK:
1. Does it really matter who wrote the books of the Bible or when 

they were written? What is the all-important thing to know?
2. When was the Bible first written and by whom?
3. Is the Bible the final word of God?
1*. What is the key to understanding the Bible?
5. What would happen if by any conceivable disaster the Bible should 

be destroyed?

NEXT WEEK: "THE SOUL OF PAN"

SUGGESTED READING REFERENCES:
Metaphysical Dictionary —  under "Soul"
Chapter 1, “WHAT ARE YOU?" (Shanklin)
Pages U7-5U, "TEACH US TO PRAY" (Fillmore)
Page 25, "LESSONS IN TRUTH" (Cady)
Pages 76, 77, "PROSPERITY" (Fillmore)
Pamphlet, ,rWHAT UNITY TEACHES" (Turner)



"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY"
A synoptic study of the teachings of Unity in twenty four lessons

LESSON 13--UNITY AND THE BIBLE
OBJECTIVE. To consider the question, "What does Unity teach con

cerning the Bible?" This lesson is designated to give the 
student a better understanding of the Bible and also to inspire 
him to study its deeper metaphysical interpretations.

POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
1. UNITY ACCEPTS THE BIBLE AS ITS PRIMARY TEXTBOOK. Other 
bocks supplement Bible study by helping the student under
stand Unity’s interpretation of the Bible.
2. RELIGION DID NOT COME OUT OF THE BIBLE; THE BIBLE CAME OUT 
OF RELIGION. A thing is not necessarily true because it is in 
the Bible*, it is in the Bible because the spiritual principle 
underlying the story or allegory, is true.
3. THE BIBLE IS AN ALLEGORICAL RECORD OF MAN IN HIS PROGRESS 
FROM SENSE TO SPIRIT. The Bible is the book of life. Each 
human being contains both Adam and Christ potentialities. The 
Bible teaches that man exists for the purpose of developing 
his Christ potentialities. Biblical stories help to illus
trate man’s state of consciousness that lie between the Adam 
sense consciousness and the Jesus Christ spirit consciousness.
4. RELIGION OF THE PRESENT TENSE. The Bible was written by 
men who were looking backward to a day of miracles. Jesus's 
great contribution was that He dared to put religion into the 
present tense, to talk of salvation now. For modernizing 
religion He was crucified. Having witnessed Jesus's apparent 
defeat, many of His followers soon resumed former methods of 
worship. By proclaiming the practical aspects of Christianity 
and the immanence of God and His power. Unity is also daring 
to teach religion of the present tense.

QUESTIONS:
1. Does it really matter who wrote the books of the Bible 

or when they were written? What is the all-important 
thing to know?

2. Were the books of the Bible written in the order in which 
they now appear? Explain.3. Is the Bible the final word of God?

4. What Is the key to understanding the Bible?
5. What would happen if the Bible should be destroyed?

NEXT WEEK: THE SOUL OF MAN
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Pamphlet, UNITY AND THE BIBLE (Meyer)

Foreword, MYSTERIES OF GENESIS (Fillmore)



"INTRODUCTION TO UNITY"
(Suppementary material for possible teacher's use)

Lesson 13 —  "UNITY AND THE BIBLE"

ATTENTION-GETTING SUGGESTIONS FOR INTRODUCTION:
Roger Babson always liked to weave religious paragraphs into his talks. At one 
meeting of business men he quoted the Ten Commandments verbatm. After the 
dinner one of the guests rushed up to the head table to tell him how helpful 
that quotation would be if it were only printed ahd distributed. Wherever 
did you get it?" he asked, "Do you know if it is copyrighted.

We hear a great deal of talk about how many million Bibles are sold, the best 
seller of this or any year. But one wonders if it is the most widely read 
best seller.

A small boy saw a Bible, not too recently dusted, lying on a shelf in his home. 
He asked his mother whose book it was. "It is God's book," she said. ..ell, 
the boy commented, "don’t you think we should return it? Nobody seems to 
read it here I"

Though there has been no lack of encouragement to read the Bible, there has 
been little effort to teach people what the Bible really means.

QUOTATIONS THAT MIGHT PROVE HELPFUL:
"The Bible is, in its inner or spiritual meaning, a record of the experiences 
and the development of the human soul and of the whole being of man; also it 
is a treatise on man's relation to God, the creator and Father." (Charles

Fillmore)
"When it becomes generally understood by lay readers that Bible scholars are 
agreed that there are upward of twenty thousand errors in the King James 
Version of the Bible, it will be readily acknowledged that mistaken ideas _ 
crept into the translation under the influence of dogmatic orthodoxy, enslaving 
mankind for ages. It is high time, therefore, that the superstitious reverance 
with which this version has been regarded should be challenged; for above all 
other considerations it is of primary Importance to have a translation con-^ 
veying the spirit and letter of the ancient records as correctly stated as is 
humanly possible, especially the spirit. At the time the King James version 
was written, the translators only had access to some eight manuscripts, whereas 
there are now nearly seven hundred manuscripts in Greek alone to refer to, 
some of these being very ancient, and no two of them wholly alike in wording.
It will be seen from this how utterly fallacious it is to hold that any par
ticular version can be absolutely correct as a reproduction of the original 
writer's thought. Whether consciously or unconsciously,^every translator 
necessarily colors his version more or less by his own views; for a translator 
cannot intelligibly re-render a foreign language word for word, but must en
deavor to convey the idiomtic sense of the original into the idioms of the 
modern language, and here is where the element of personal judgment appears. 
Furthermore, if a translator does not comprehend the spiritual or metaphysical 
significance of the teachings and actions recorded in the Scriptures, he is 
therefore disqualified from being able to give the true spiritual significance 
in his translation for he does not himself understand what he is trying to 
put into words." (Arthur E. Overbury - Preface to "The Peoples New Covenant.")

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL FROM MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES:
To really understand the Bible, we must take another look at it, free from 
religious precept and theology. We must look at it analytically,^free^from 
superstition and mystery. To many this is a grave sin, for the Bible is the



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL, cont'd.
Holy Word of God and must be untouched and undisputed. It is surprising how 
m a S  people think that the Bible is a Book of Holy Writ that f  d° ™  to
man in completed form and in the same language as we read it today. The fun 
damentalists of Christianity hold as one of their basic doctrines. The Infal 
libility of the Bible." They are literalists who insist that every word or 
statement of the Bible is to be considered literally. They accuse such move- 

. TTrn+v of selecting things out of context and thus failing to accept
the Holy Word of God. There never seems to be any explanation by the literalists 
however, for conveniently overlooking such things as I Cor. lU. 3U -- 
your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home, for 1 
is a shame for women to speak in the church.

Much debate has centered a round trying to prove the histoical accuracy of 
events in the Bible, and who wrote the books and when. Actually this is n 
really so important as what the books contain as a message for the ages, ihe 
writers of the early books of the Bible, writing for a purpose, took the ancient 
stories much as a gardner takes a stick and uses it as a trellis for a > 
being interested in the stick only insofar as it will serve the vine. Thus he 
took the ancient stories of Canaan, rewrote them to suit his great major pur
pose, then attached truths about God to them and gave them to his people

The Bible is not only ancient, but oriental. This adds to the difficulty of 
understanding its message. It is characteristic of oriental writings to be 
free in form, highly imagina tive, very picturesque, strikingly dramatic, and 
quite often given to the gigantesque —  the Bible reflects this tendency.
Writers of the Bible used the boldest of imagery, as m  Daniel where there are 
beasts with ten horns and iron teeth, and in Ezekiel where there are creatures 
each having the likeness of a man with four faces, and four wings "" highly ^ 
symbolical language undoubtedly having meaning to the people of that day whic 
they understood.

Some think that to say that there are things in the Bible that were not intended 
to be considered as literally true is to blaspheme. But think for a moment:
What about a book of Arithmetic. Must all the problems used in demonstrating 
the principles be literally true? For instance: "Henry had U w  sons , James 
and John. James invested $l*,000 in Uganda Railway 3% stock, and $1500 in Garden 
City shares; John spent $2000 in plantin'- an orange plantation in Australia, 
which brought in $300 the first year, etc. etc." These statements are not 
really true, as a matter of fact the characters are quite likely fictitious, 
but that does not alter the Truth of the problem, and the student would be 
merely wasting time, if, before trying to understand or solve the problem, he 
were to investigate the literal facts of the case and argue about their authen
ticity.

An example of how a single mistranslation may effect detrimentally the whole 
Christian world, by imposing an entirely false premise:  ̂ .

II Tim. 3: 16 —  The Orthodox version reads: "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness."

In the original Greek manuscript there was no "is" —  the word was added and 
italicized to so indicate —  the translators simply thought it should be there. 
The crir’ir-il verse read, and it is now corrected in this way in the new R.S.V.: 
"All scrxpoure inspired of uou is profitable for teaching, for reproof, etc."



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL, cont'd.
See the implication: the translators ma de it to appear by that one statement
that every word of the Bible was the inspired word of God, infallible and un
changeable, This has been a curse to the Christian religion because it^ as 
caused people to accept things as infallible and true which were never intended
to be accepted in that way.

Paul pives us a sliderule that is much more comprehensive and practical: "Prove 
all things and hold fast tha t which is good." This is just as applicable to 
the writings of Paul as to a 11 other writings whether within or outside of
the Bible.

Paul has written much that is Truthful and helpful; although he himself acknow- 
ledges that he sometimes "Sees as through a glass darkly." One rightly hesi
tates long before challenging any of his teachings, both because of the demon
strable correctness of some of them, and because of his oft-repeated assertion 
that he was under divine guidance, ^he fact remains, however, that Christians, 
in granting infallibility to Paul and his teachings, have committea a colossal 
blunder: for it has opened the way for many forms of Pauline dogmaticism to 
be substituted for the Christianity of Jesus Christ, and has so led them astray 
in many instances.

Essentially, if we catch the true meaning of the Bible, it is prophetic and 
forward looking, with the promise of overcoming, of renewal, of regeneration, 
of resurrection and eternal life constantly the theme of its writings• One of 
the strange things is that religion has always tended toward retrospect - a 
backward look. The Bible was written by men who were looking backward to a 
day of miracles - the Red Sea, the Burning Bush, etc. They worshiped the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob - the God of Moses, the God of Joseph, etc. n 
Jesus time, the Church and the religion of the day was concerned only with the 
past, a worship of persons and events of the past.

Jesus great contribution was that He dared to put religion into the "present 
tense." He talked of Salvation NOW, of the help of God at hand N<W —  and 
He proved that the day of miracles is NOW. For this He was called a blasphemer. 
For this He was considered a dangerous heretic and was crucified all because 
he dared to teach men that spiritual principles could be used by all men 
according to faith.

Isn’t it strange that Christianity, beginning with His impetus, should have 
fallen right back into the same rut of worship in retrospect -how many times 
today we hear the words, "When Gcd walked the earth" —  referring to the time 
of Jesus as the Age of miracles, etc?

Today Unity is daring to proclaim the practical aspect of Christianity, the 
imminence of God and His power, to teach religion in the Present Tense. And 
for this Unity is considered by many tranditionalists as a dangerous influence, 
an evil, by those who insist upon a dhering to a crystallized creed that has 
arisen from a literal acceptance of an infallible Bible.

The Bible was not written in chronological order. The first book was probably 
written about 7^0 B.C. - the book of Amos. The first writings appeared during 
the period of exile when the Hebrew peoples were threatened with the dissolu
tion of their culture —  a few patriotic and fervent men wrote in order to try 
to quicken a rational spirit. So the Bible was originally written for a poli
tical purpose rather than a spiritual one. At this time they began to make a 
record of all the myths, stories, and traditions, proverbs and soigs of the 
people that had been handed down from generation to generation. The story of



ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL, cont'd.
Adam and the creation was taken from philosophical and scientific data of the 
time as well as the traditions the people carried with them in story and song 
from their earlier days,

MATERIAL FOR POSSIBLE VISUAL USE:
For a blackboard or flannel board outline:

The 3-fold nature of the Bible:
Body —  a teacher of history
Soul —  a teacher of morals 
Spirit —  a teacher of Truth

The Bible is a source of great wealth that must be mined. On the surface the 
great Truth is but sparsely discovered. But if we dig deeper into the true 
inner meaning, we find it tells a story that is incomparable - the story of 
man in his upward climb to spirituality.


