
May 9, 19^7 

Dr. Charles S. Braden 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Braden: 

Thank you for your courtesy in sending us the chapter 
from your book on Unity School. We appreciate greatly the oppor
tunity you have given us to read it and offer suggestions for 
changes which will make it more accurate. 

After my brother and I had read the manuscript we referred 
It to Charles Fillmore. I am quoting the notation he attached when he 
returned it to me: ''This is the fairest statement of Unity and its 
teaching that has been written. The only errors are those copied from 
Teener. They refer to personal matters, early teachers, etc, which 
Teener must have guessed at. However, they are not Important. Teener 
always Insists that our doctrine of God was pantheistic, which Braden 
has copied. His attention might be exiled to this error. Also he 
compares Unity to Psychlana on page 223, which might be omitted.1' 

Following are suggestions which I feel are good: 

On page 1 of your manuscript you have used the word "manu
facturing plant," which we believe could be changed to "publishing 
plant" advantageously. 

On page 1, par. 2 and on page 2, par. 1, we would suggest 
that "followers of Unity" be changed to "students of Unity,'* for that 
Is what we consider those who read and study Unity teachings. 

On page 2 you have referred to the twelve o'clock silent 
period at Unity Inn when all present joined in a prayer for men in 
the Armed Forces. Perhaps you did not know that this silent period 
is still being observed even though the war ceased. We pray daily 
now at Unity Inn to :,keep the peace," our usual prayer being: "Let 
there be peace on earth, dear Fatherj and let it begin with me." 
And, by the way, it is quite wonderful how every person present joins 
reverently in this minute of silent prayer. 

On page 2 you have mentioned "recent attempts by the C I O 
to unionize the workers in the plant." We would omit recent, for the 
attempt to unionize the workers in the printing and bindery departments 
(only) were made a number of years ago. Also it was the AFL and not 
the CIO who made the attempts. That should be corrected. 

On page 8, par. 2 you have mentioned the use of rose petals 
in baptismal rites- We- would prefer you specify that these are used only 
for the children's baptism, and never for adults. And, for your itfforma-
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tion I would like to say that the use of rose petals in baptism 
ceremonies is not advocated by Unity School but is a custom adopted 
by some of the Unity ministers M their own volition. 

On page ks we believe that "the fields, herds, and various 
products*' should be referred to as Unity's. While Rick Fillmore is 
manager of the Farm's activities, the Farm and farm products are 
Unl$y' s • 

~̂ On page 5, lines 3 and v^ we feel that "Jewish" should 
also be included, since Unity does have some very earnest and wonderful 
Jewish students. 

On page 7, par. 2, line 2, the worci"B#tlding" should be 
given a plural ending. 

Page 8, par. 2, in the middle of the page: ''Roland" 
should have "w added to read "Rowland." 

There is some doubt as to the correctness of the statement 
on page 12 that the teachers mentioned were directly connected with; 
what is known nowadays as Christian Science. I know that in the very v\ 
early days the group associated with Mother and Father considered any 
New Thought movemem-t., that is, the practical application of Christ's ', 
teachings, as Christian science, and their use of this term had no V | 
bearing on the Mary Baker Eddy movement. I believe that a number of \ 
these teachers had at one time been members of the Eddy movement, but \ 
had withdrawn. ; \ 

I S i 

A minor suggestion is that you omit, on page 34, 1st line,]\ 
the statement that Mr. Fillmore has always walked with a cane. In the; \ 
early days he used a cane and recently he again began carrying one, but ' 
for years he walked without one. 

On page 53, line 9, you say that only Unity literature 
is permitted re-sale at Unity centers. This is an error, for our Unity 
leaders have liberty to display and sell whatever literature they deem 
helpful and in keeping with the work they are doing. Naturally, being | 
Unity leaders, they promote the sale of Unity literature, but many 
of them carry additional books that are in line with Unity ideas. In 
fact, in our own Metaphysical Library at 913 Tracy, we sell Emmet Fox 
books and booklets as well as other outstanding, constructive books. 
And, by the way, we will doubtless include your new book when it is 
out. 

My wife has enjoyed reading your manuscriptbut she has 
one request to make, and that is, that you do not refer to the 
T«*BeIler's Aid desk by name. She appreciates your including her 
experience in your chapter on Unity but feels that it would not be 
wise since the work there is carried on by C&aiholics, Pro%estants, and 
Jews and she would not want anyone to get the wrong idea. So will 
you please omit that episode? We would both be grateful. 

One of the members of our editorial staff, after reading 
your manuscript, wrote: "I feel that the writing as a whole surpasses 
in accuracy anything I would have imagine* could come from a writer 
rather far removed geographically and in religious training. Instead of 
Dr. Braden's making the implication that we have much the same thought as 
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Christian Silence, other New Thought movements, as well as orthodox 
religion, I Vish he might have let the words of Charles Fillmore tell 
it: 

'Unity as a religion does not claim to have discovered 
anything new. We have simply gathered together and 
unified all that is good in many religions. We do not 
claim that we have discovered any new truths, nor that 
we have had any special revelation of truth. There is 
truth In every religion. It is my privilege to take 
Truth from any source, put it into my religion, and make 
it fundamental as a rule of action in ray life. That is 
what Unity ̂ tu|ents do.' (p.303, October 1923 UNITY) 

'We studied Christian Science - and Christian Science to 
my mind, is a most wonderful interpretation of Christian
ity. But Christian Science segregated itself and became 
a church. We were not desiring to join another church, 
but to find the truth in all the churches. We were also 
classed as New Thought people, Mental Scler.4"****"-*-
Theosophlsta, and so on, but none of these sufricxently 
emphasized the higher attributes of man, and we avoided 
any close affiliation with them ...'" (p 305 Oct 1823 
UNITY) 

Well, this, I believe completes our report on your manu
script. We have all thoroughly enjoyed reading It and think you 
have done a remarkably good job. We trust that your entire book 
will meet with the approval of the public and that It will have a 
wide-spread distribution and become a most Important and helpful 
factor in the abolishment of all religious intolerance, and in the 
awakening in man of a charitable attitude toward the relgious views 
of all peoples. 

As Father has said, there Is truth in all religions, and 
St. Paul has admonished us: ,!If there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things." 

With blessings in His name, and hopfeng that we shall be 
seeing you again at Unity Farm one of these days, I am 

Most sincerely, 

& 
Lowell Fillmore 

LF:R 

P S Father just came into the office. I showed him this letter and 
he said that he had never attended any classes given by either Dr. 
Thatcher or Mrs. Gestefeld. Dr. Thatcher was here in Kansas City to 
arrange for meeting^for Miss Emma Curtis Hopkins and was located 
here later. Mrs- Gestefeld taught only in ChMago. Mother and 
Father studied with Miss Hopkins, who, at one time had been a Christian 
Scientist. Father says that to get your manuscript absolutely accu
rate that part copied from the Teener book would have to be re-written. 

IF 
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
E V A N S T O N , I L L I N O I S "*~7 Ar —» / 

THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

j July 20, 1945 

X Mr. ^owell Fillmore, 
Unity School of Christianity, 
Kansas City, Mo« 

Dear Mr. Fillmore: 

It was most generous of you to give me so 
much time as you did last Monday when I visited the School. 
I have nerer had finer cooperation from any of the groups that 
I have undertaken to study than you gave me. 

It was a pleasure to meet all your editors and department 
heads and to talk with them. How I wish I had had more time. 
Nevertheless I feel that I understand Unity far better than I 
could possibly have been able to do if I had had to depend wholly 
on published sources. 

You have a remarkable organization, and one that despite 
your disclaimer of responsibility for it, I am sure is in no 
small part due to your direction. 

I have already discovered that there are sane things 
which I desired to know, but forgot to ask. Of these I shall 
write to different persons in your movement, and perhaps 
shall have other things to ask you. 

For the moment however, I just want to express my 
deep appreciation for all the courtesies which you showed 
me. I am looi ingfoijward to receiving the books you picked out 
to send me. The personal signatmre of your father will make 
them doubly welcome. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

Sihcerely yours, 

Chas. S. Braden 
Professor History and 
Literature of Religions, 
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lowell: I think this is very, very good, and as Mr. Fillmore said 
yesterday by far the best write up we have had. This, because he 
has chosen the pertinent things of the Unity teaching which will 
always live. 

Pharaby has made a very careful analysis of the write up and 
I believe the points she has made should be changed in the article, 
if he can do so. 

Thanks for letting me read it. I re H y enjoyed it, because 
of the wise way in which he presented the teachings of Unity. He 
has made it clear about Unity and tlje church idea. 

Blessings, 



LOWELL, I feel that the writing as a whole surpasses in accuracy 
anything I would have imagined could come from a writer 
rather far removed geographically and in religious 
training. 

I think more credit would be due him if he had not used 
Mr. Teener's opinion, but I see no real objection to 
that part with the exception of the reference to 
pantheism. 

/Instead of Dr Braden making the implication that we 
/have much the same thought as Christian Science, other 
j New Thought Movements, as well as orthodox religion, 
I I wish he might have let the words of Mrl Fillmore 
I tell it -
(p.303, October 1923, Unity Magazine) 

"Unity as a religion does not claim to have discovered 
anything new. We have simply gathered together and 
unified all that is good in many religions. We do not 
claim that we have discovered any new truths, nor 
that we have had any special revelation of truth. 
There is truth in every religion. It is my privilege 
to take Truth from any source, put it into my religion, 
and make it fundamental as a rule of action in my life. 
That is what Unity students do." 

\(p. 305) 

/ 

v 

"We studied Christian Science - and Christian Science, 
to my mihd, is a most wonderful interpretation of 
Christianity. But Christian Science segregated itself 
and became a church. We were not desiring to join 
another church, but to find the truth in all the 
churches. We were also classed as New Thought people, 
Mental Scientists, Theosophists, and so on, but none 
of these sufficiently emphasized the higher attributes 
of man, and we avoided any close affiliation with them. 

These are some thoughts that came to me as I read: 

I would like to see the comparison jtjsPsyohiana (p.l) 
taken out. w 

v (p.l) Has not Unity moved our of the minority religious 
Is* movements in America? 

(p.l) is "manufacturing\yia word applicable to publishing 
work? 

(p.l, par.E) We use the WQH€ "students" instead of 
"followers of Unity" (&1&Wp.£,, par'. 1) 

(p.2) It would be more mp-#b-date if he spoke of the 
prayer at the Inn as a pjmyer to "keep the peace" 
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(p.2) The word "recent" in connexion with Ghrl'iO; attempts 
to organize Unity workers cfoû ar be omitted to make it 
accurate. 

(p.2) If he had mentioned $2, and $5 as membership fees 
it would more specifically describe the situation, instead 
of "a very nominal sum per year." f100.00 would, be a 
nominal sum in comparison to some club fees. 

(p.4) Would Rick want him ytr say "his fields, herds, 
and various produce';" \f 

(p.5, lines 3 and 4) Shoveld̂ not "Jewish" be included 
too? (also p.55) ^ 

(p.6, par.2) The rose petals a9*e for the children's 
baptism. Should he not so [specify? 

(p.7, par.2, line 2) Believe Unity,building, should be 
made plural. 

(p.8, par.2 - middle of the/page) May's name is spelled 
ROLAND, instead of ROWLANBC 

(p.9) Would it be satisfactory to our correspondents to j) 
y^ read that all cases presented to Silent Unity do not J 

have the "combined prayer of the group?" 

(p.12) Were these teachers direcjfely connected with Mary O 
Baker Eddy when Mr. and Mrs. Fj^Lmore attended their / 
classes? 

(p.34) Has Mr. Fillmore always walked with a cane,? 
jSu **<* ** I do not ass^ylate a cane with him. ^\^, *J&4* 

v (p.58) 13,000' revests for Prosperity Banks is too i+ 
f •-• conservative, a number I believe, mjr^ft /VS#*M 

(p.59) Think it would be good for us to give consideration 
X to his criticism starting on p.59, and if he is right 

to see what we can do to clarify. 

(p.62) Is the last paragraph" about Mrs. Fillmore very clear? 

• 
E. Pharaby Boileau 
Reference Library 


