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Second Peter 3

Truth and we grow in all that is comprised in

Truth. This includes grace and knowledge.

| & Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.
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Introduction to the
Fillmore Study Bible

The Fillmore Study Bible provides the reader with an introduction
to metaphysical Bible interpretation by offering annotations and
commentary from the works of Charles Fillmore and his students.
Many Bible students learn their theology by reading the annota-
tions and commentary of study Bibles. Study Bibles have a theo-
logical point of view, typically Catholic, Evangelical or Mainline
Protestant. The Fillmore Study Bible makes this method of study
available to the Metaphysical Christian.

Metaphysical Christianity is an authentic and distinct expression
of the historic Christian faith that acknowledges and embraces
the influence of Platonic and Stoic Greek philosophy in the early
development of Christian theology. Much of this influence has
been suppressed in orthodox Bible commentaries because meta-
physical interpretation relies on an inner knowingness as authority
for spiritual matters. The annotations included here embrace in-
ner knowingness as authority.

This study bible uses the World English Bible translation, which is
a contemporary-language update of the bible used by Charles Fill-
more, the American Standard Version. The language of the WEB is
not American nor British, but contemporary, world English, mak-
ing the text pleasant to read for the broadest possible audience of
global English speakers. The WEB differs from several contempo-
rary-language translations by not adopting gender neutral lan-
guage but it has provided footnotes when gender neutral language
would be appropriate.

We believe that our present day culture of information, science
and technology is ready to restore to it's spiritual teachings the
perspectives of original thinkers who gave us not only mathemat-
ics, ethics, democracy and medicine, but also deep insights into
the inner world of soul and Divine mind—the Greek metaphysi-
cians. We also believe that contemporary Christianity needs a
contemporary, global interpretation applied to a contemporary,
global biblical text. The Fillmore Study Bible is our offering for
addressing these spiritual needs.
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The Fillmore Bible Society

The Fillmore Bible Society are collaborators who comb through dozens
of metaphysical books written by Charles Fillmore and his students as
well as over 70 years of Fillmore articles and sermons for metaphysi-
cal insights into the Bible. They edit and submit these insights as short
annotations which are then applied to the text of the text of the
World English Bible, a contemporary-language update of the American
Standard Version of the Bible, both online and in print.

This collaboration project is managed by TruthUnity Ministries, which
is the publisher of The Fillmore Study Bible. In time the Fillmore Bible
Society will become free-standing with its own board, Editorial staff
and peer-review committee.

Second Peter 3

forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an earth formed out of water
and amid water, by the word of God; ** by which means the world that then
was, being overflowed with water, perished. 37 But the heavens that now are,
and the earth, by the same word have been stored up for fire, being reserved
against the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

38 But don't forget this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord as
a thousand years, 2 and a thousand years as one day. ** The Lord is not slow
concerning his promise, as some count slowness; but is patient with us, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. *'° But
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens will
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fervent
heat, and the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.

3" Therefore since all these things will be destroyed like this, what kind of
people ought you to be in holy living and godliness, *'* looking for and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which will cause the burning
heavens to be dissolved, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? *** But,
according to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, 3 in which
righteousness dwells.

1. mockers will come. See The Letter of Biblical texts about judgment have nothing

Members of the Fillmore Bible Society include:

Rev. Dan Beckett.
Annotations for The Good
News According to Mark,
Colossians.

Rev. Lisa Herklotz and Rev
Jim Ernststen. Annotations
for The Revelation to John.

Mark Hicks. General Editor.

Thomas Scheinler.
Annotations for Acts,
Galatians.

Susan St John. Annotations
for Hebrews.

Rev. Michelle Vargas.
Annotations for Luke.

Jude and the commentary on verse 16. Pe-
ter’s Second Letter incorporates much of
the Letter of Jude and what is translated
here as mockers is translated murmurers
and complainers in Jude.

2. one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years. Often quoted by metaphysicians,
such as (1) Charles Fillmore in Mysteries of
Genesis, Chapter 1: Spiritual Man: A "day,"
as the term is used in Genesis 1. There is
no reason to believe that these days were
twenty-four hours in length. They simply
represent periods of development or de-
grees of mind unfoldment. (2) Unity Corre-
spondence Course, Lesson 11 Judgement
and Justice: Spiritual enlightenment re-
veals that "days" are symbols of the state
and the action of universal Mind. These

to do with "time," The "day of judgment" is
no specific date, because every day is a
"judgment day," for every thought, feeling,
and action brings its own reaction or judg-
ment, its own experience in the manifest
realm. (3) Russell Kemp in Live Youthfully
Now, God Gives Us Life, Not Age: Is there
any power in the mere passage of time to
make human beings lose their youth? God
gives you your life, and the calendar on the
wall has no power over God’s life.

3. new heavens and a new earth. See Reve-
lation 21:1. Metaphysically, heaven is a
state of consciousness in which the soul
and body are in harmony with Divine Mind.
(MBD/heaven) Similarly, earth is also a con-
dition of mind, representing the conscious-
ness of the physical body. (RW/earth)

The Ultimate Encouragement

Annotations for John, Acts,
Romans, Corinthians 1.

Mary Salama. Annotations
for Matthew, Corinthians 2,

.5 Thessalonians 1 & 2,
s/ Timothy 1 & 2, Titus, Peter
1& 2, Jude.
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' Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look for these things, be diligent to
be found in peace, ! without blemish and blameless in his sight. *'> Regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation; 2 even as our beloved brother Paul also,
according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you; *' as also in all of his
letters, speaking in them of these things. In those, there are some things that
are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unsettled twist, as they also do
to the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. *' You therefore, beloved,
knowing these things beforehand, beware, lest being carried away with the
error of the wicked, you fall from your own steadfastness. *' But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 3 To him be the glory
both now and forever. Amen.

1. be diligent to be found in peace. A per- of the Spirit of truth under all conditions,
son who has active faith in God and forms no matter how negative, is the price of
constructive thought habits will find that overcoming the world.
ﬁfizge is becoming their natural state of 3. grow in the grace and knowledge of our
. Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Through
2. Regard the patience of our Lord as salva- study, meditation, prayer, practice, and
tion. Self-discipline or faithful expression devotion to the Christ ideal we feed on
Fillmore Study Bible 11



Second Peter 3

cursing; *" forsaking the right way, they went astray, having followed the way of
Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of wrong-doing; %' but he was
rebuked for his own disobedience. A mute donkey spoke with a man's voice and

stopped the madness of the prophet.

%17 These are wells without water, clouds driven by a storm; for whom the
blackness of darkness has been reserved forever. *'® For, uttering great swelling
words of emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by licentiousness, those
who are indeed escaping from those who live in error; %'° promising them liberty,
while they themselves are bondservants of corruption; for a man is brought into

bondage by whoever overcomes him.

=20 For if, after they have escaped the defilement of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in it and
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. >2' For it would
be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing
it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. *? But it has
happened to them according to the true proverb, "The dog turns to his own vomit
again,"[5] and "the sow that has washed to wallowing in the mire." 3

1. But false prophets also arose. Our inner
false prophets are those deceptive thoughts
that have been built up by error and selfish
desires. Outwardly they present the appear-
ance of being truthful and open; inwardly they
are ravenous for personal sensation and world-
ly gain. Whether a thought is false or true, the
Law is: "By their fruits ye shall know them."
Constructive, spiritual thoughts always yield a
bountiful harvest of good, therefore the mo-
tive back of every thought should be watched
prayerfully. Under the analysis of Truth all de-
ception is brought into the light and the fact
that the fruit is error reveals the motive to be
error. The tree (motive) should be cut down
and cast into the fire (denied) (MBD/false

prophets).

2. the Lord knows how to deliver the godly
out of temptation. [Our inner Christ knows
how to bring forth the good through tailor-
made “temptations,” that come to serve along
our journey of spiritual transmutation.]

3. The sow that has washed to wallowing in
the mire. See Matthew 7:6 (neither cast your
pearls before the swine). Metaphysically,
swine (the sow) are “swinish” thoughts that
belong to the sense, animal plane. Like swine,
these thoughts have a tendency to be narrow-
ly focused, return to the same mental feeding
pits, and go about repeatedly (MBD/Hezir).

| & Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.

World English Bible Footnotes:

[3] v2:2. TR reads "destructive” instead of “immoral"

[4] v2:4. Tartarus is another name for Hell

[5] v2:22. Proverbs 26:11

Second Peter 3

The Promise of the Lord’s Coming

3 This is now, beloved, the second letter that | have written to you; and in both

of them | stir up your sincere mind by reminding you; ** that you should remember
the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and the commandments
of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior: 33 knowing this first, that in the last days
mockers will come, ' walking after their own lusts, ** and saying, "Where is the
promise of his coming? For, from the day that the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” * For this they willfully
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Introduction to Second Peter

Peter’s Second Letter

Online Version: https://www.truthunity.net/web/peter-2

Introduction to Second Peter

When our faith (Peter) is so awakened, it has capacity to perceive for us and so
serve as a “faithful” inner warning system. In this Letter, our awakened faith is
writing to alert us of the dangers of new teachings that may infiltrate our souls
(the Church) and how we may be able to identify and deal with spiritual
counterfeits, or how to avoid them altogether. In 2nd Peter, our faith (Peter)
writes to remind us of three key themes:

1.

True Christian faith: Our faith manifests as a manner of life or “our
lifestyle.” By adhering to the Word of Truth and the guidance of
Spirit we not only make progress along our journey of spiritual
transmutation, but we are also enlightened so that we can more
quickly identify error and false teachings. Holding fast to the Truth
and putting it into practice holds us fast on the path of
transformation.

Warnings against false teachers: Jesus appointed but one teacher in
His school: the Spirit of truth, the Comforter in every man. “But
the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to you
remembrance all that | said unto you” (John 14:25). Therefore,
whether external (teachings, appearances, circumstances,
pressures), or internal (emotions, feelings, thoughts, images,
memories, expectations), we are to beware of “false teachers” by
always bringing our minds back to the One Teacher, for He “will
keep in perfect peace the one whose mind is stayed on Him" (cf.
Isaiah 26:3). (RW/teacher).

The promise of the Lord’s return: A promise is like a seed, it is a
potentiality, contains power and possibility. The Word and Spirit of
God stand the test of time as reliable promise-seed keepers for us
along our journey of spiritual transmutation, for the return of our
Inner Lord; the awakening of our Inner Christ. Let us trust in this
promise and no matter what we may have to endure, let us make of
our lives and minds a manger, always ready for the birth of our next
Higher Consciousness.

Second Peter 1

Salutations of Grace, Peace, and True Knowledge

! Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
obtained a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and
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Second Peter 1

Savior, Jesus Christ: "2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied ! in the knowledge of
God 2 and of Jesus our Lord,

1. Grace to you and peace be multiplied. sit at the feet of our own Lord in the silence
Grace and peace grow in our hearts through that we come forth radiant with the true
our increase of God or Christ consciousness. knowledge, that of Spirit (RW/knowledge).

2. in the knowledge of God. It is only when we

Elect the Truth, Consistently!

'3 seeing that his divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
virtue; " by which he has granted to us his precious and exceedingly great
promises; that through these you may become partakers of the divine nature, !
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust. " Yes, and for this
very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence;
and in moral excellence, knowledge; " and in knowledge, self-control; and in self-
control patience; and in patience godliness; 7 and in godliness brotherly affection;
and in brotherly affection, love. "*® For if these things are yours and abound, they
make you to be not idle nor unfruitful to the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For he who lacks these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the
cleansing from his old sins. "*"° Therefore, brothers,[1] be more diligent to make your
calling and election sure. 2 For if you do these things, you will never stumble. "'
For thus you will be richly supplied with the entrance into the eternal Kingdom of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

1:9

2 Therefore | will not be negligent to remind you of these things, though you
know them, and are established in the present truth. " | think it right, as long as |
am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you; " knowing that the putting off of
my tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. ' Yes, |
will make every effort that you may always be able to remember these things even
after my departure.

1. partakers of the divine nature. By “availing the glory and virtue of the perfect life. Our
ourselves of the promises” and through exer- election is our voluntary choice of the Christ
cising the spiritual qualities of diligence, way and the dedicating of all our energies to
faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, pa- following it. We “make our calling and elec-
tience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love tion sure” by consistently and diligently ex-
we learn to express the divine nature and in pressing the qualities that we, on our part,
this way we “partake” of it or make it our have added to our knowledge of the Christ; by
own. our making use of perseverance and a high de-

2. make your calling and election sure. The gree of devotion and intelligence.

Christ calls us by arousing in us desire after

Your Inner Experiences are Real!

"¢ For we did not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. ' " For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when the voice
came to him from the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased."[2] 118 We heard this voice come out of heaven when we were with him on
the holy mountain.

19 We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you do well that you heed it,
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns, and the morning star
arises in your hearts: 2 ""° knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of
private interpretation. "' For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but holy
men of God spoke, being moved by the Holy Spirit.
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Second Peter 2

1. we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. In tive experience or both. We may interpret
these three verses Peter was explaining it in the way that it is most helpful to us.
that the experiences of the followers of Je- 2. the morning star arises in your hearts.

sus were not fairy stories or fables, but The morning star heralds the coming of

were realities. [This means that] we need li :
" A ight and the glory of the sun. The mind al-
not accept the account of the Transfigura so has its star of promise, which is the aris-

tion only in a metaphysical sense. We have ing inner conviction of our Divine sonship

the testimony of eye-witnesses to the s A
: and of our ability to accomplish whatever
event, though we are free to accept it as e undertake (RW/star).

either an objective occurrence or a subjec-

| & Fillmore Study Bible annotations compiled by Mary Salama.
World English Bible Footnotes:

[1] v1:10. The word for "brothers" here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated "brothers and sisters" or "siblings."

[2] v1:17. Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35

Second Peter 2

Deceptive Thoughts and Emotions Carry Their Own
Punishment

Z1 But false prophets also arose ' among the people, as false teachers will
also be among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, denying
even the Master who bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruction. *
Many will follow their immoral[3] ways, and as a result, the way of the truth
will be maligned. %* In covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words:
whose sentence now from of old doesn't linger, and their destruction will not
slumber.

2

4 For if God didn't spare angels when they sinned, but cast them down to
Tartarus[4], and committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved for
judgment; ** and didn't spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah with
seven others, a preacher of righteousness, when he brought a flood on the
world of the ungodly; ¢ and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes, condemned them to destruction, having made them an example to those
who would live ungodly; %7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was very
distressed by the lustful life of the wicked **® (for that righteous man dwelling
among them, was tormented in his righteous soul from day to day with seeing
and hearing lawless deeds): *° the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptation 2 and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of
judgment; %' but chiefly those who walk after the flesh in the lust of
defilement, and despise authority.

Daring, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries; "'
whereas angels, though greater in might and power, don't bring a railing
judgment against them before the Lord. *'* But these, as unreasoning
creatures, born natural animals to be taken and destroyed, speaking evil in
matters about which they are ignorant, will in their destroying surely be
destroyed, %" receiving the wages of unrighteousness; people who count it
pleasure to revel in the daytime, spots and blemishes, reveling in their deceit
while they feast with you; %™ having eyes full of adultery, and who can't cease
from sin; enticing unsettled souls; having a heart trained in greed; children of
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