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INTRODUCTION

The songs in this book are an offering of love to those of you who
like to sing. For the most part, these songs are written and are meant
to be performed "folk style." However, as you learn them and experiment
with your own style, you will find them adaptable to many interpretations.

The twenty-four songs in this book are also available on two
cassette tapes, The first fourteen songs are on a tape entitled
"Singing My Own Songs." The remaining ten songs are on a tape entitled
"Songs For Celebration.," If you are using the book and the tapes together,
you will find some differences. First, the songs are written in a slightly
higher key than on the tapes in order to make them comfortable for the
average voice. I have also tried to keep them in keys that are easy to
play on piano, guitar, or autoharp. Secondly, you will find some rhythmic
and harmonic differences. The basic chords which are provided in the book
are effective for pleasant singing and flexible enough to allow you to
improvise your own harmonies to some extent. The same is true of the
rhythm structure.

Mostly, these are songs to have fun with. Sing them for your own
personal enjoyment and inspiration. Share them wherever you can. That's
what words and music are all about...sharing what we are, what we feel,
what we believe, what we have experienced....and for PRAISING GOD!

BLESS-SINGS!

Janet Bowser Manning
1980
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A WORD ABOUT THE CHORDS USED IN THIS BOOK:

Because I do much of my composing and playing by "ear", I tend to

harmonize freely with very little thought to the theory of the

chords. I have attempted to harmonize the songs in this book in

an understandable. . and fairly accurate way. . but I am sure

some of the chords may be inaccurately identified. Therefore, I

am including a glossary of the chords used with the names I have

given them. They are written in root position but often sound

best in an inversion when played.
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