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IT'S CHRISTMAS EVE./.AND I WISH YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS. /  BUT
; v ! Mf A ■' I . '

HAVING SAID THAT,/MAY/BE IRREVERENT AND ASKy"WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?" 

THIS IS NO HUMBUG! / 1 AM ALWAYS EAGER TO^pfff UP O U R }
(WHICH GIVES OFF SUCH A POWERFUL ENERGY OF LOVE),/AND I AM ALWAYS 

RELUCTANT TO TAKE IT DOWN./I JOKE ABOUT LEAVING IT UP UNTIL EASTER, (
AND SOMETIMES WE VERY NEARLY DO. /  (EASTER BUNNIES REALLY LOOK GOOD 
AS ORNAMENTS. /OR flfiJS^ARTS FOR VALENTINES DAY.) Kf* ' , r +~t'  ,J yO (

IT IS ALWAYS SAD, TO ME,/TO HEAR PEOPLE TALK OF CHRISTMAS AS A BURDEN,/ 

WITH THE CHIEF REASON FOR ENGAGING IN THE CELEBRATION;/?BECAUSE WE 

HAVE ALWAYS DONE SO,7 IT IS ALMOST AS IF IT WERE LIKE A "GREAT 
HISTORIC CREED" f i r  TH/(f WE H%E*A RELIGIOUS OBLIGATION TO MEET.

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE OBSERyM C E  OF CHRISTMAS AS A HOLIDAY/vAS NOT 

ESTABLISHED IN AMERICA/jNTIL THE LAST HALF OF THE 19th CENTURY?/DID YOU 

KNOW THAT THE EARLY PILGRIMS NOT ONLY FROWNED Of^CHRISTMAS/BUT ANY EVIDENCE 

OF ITS CELEBRATION //AS AGAINST THE LAw/wiTH A FINE OF FIVE SHILLINGS/.

AND THOSE WHO WERE SO FINED/EITHER PAID UPOR WENT TO JAIL?/.AND LOOK 

AT US NOW!! /THE SANTA CLAUS SYNDROME,/AND THE PRESSURE-LADEN INVOLVEMENT 

OF GIFT-GIVING/ND PARTYINg/\ND THE LICENSE FOR IRRATIONAL BHAVTOR,/ 

(AS'jJTTTBISHOA PUTS IT,/"FOR KISSING THE WRONG PERSON UNDER THE 

MISTLETOE....")- THIS IS THE CHRISTMAS THAT AMERICA HAS^/ EXPORTED TO 

MOSTjbF THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD -j-- NOTffcACTLY THE AMERICAN DREAM.

IN ANSWERING THE QUESTION: / WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?"/ WE MUST LOOK BEYOND

THE SIMPLISTIC ANSWER, h m  IT IS THE BIRTHDAY OF JESUS*. / ACTUALLY, THE

DATE OF JESUS' BIRTH IS UNKNOWN. f DECEMER 25th WAS SET ASIDE FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAs/lN THE FOURTH CENTURY, A.D,/BY AN OBSCURE

ROMAN HISTORIAN/AND QUITE ARBITRARILy / ^ N  ROMAN MYTHOLOGY/lT WAS

BELIEVED THAT THEijjN I VERSE WAS ORIGINALLY CREATED AT THE VERNAL EQUINOX

MARCH 25th. BY SIMILAR REASONING IT WASwHELdAhAT THE INCEPTION OF 

THE NEW CRF.AI 1 ntumffflflS]/mUSJ-HAVE BEEN ON THE SAME DAY OF THE YEAR)  
WHICH WOULD BRING HIS BIRTH NINE MONTHS LATER, DECEMBER 25th. / J



A N D . . . T H E R E  IS ANO T H E R  PARALLEL T R A D I T I O N ^ H A T  MAN HAS ALWAYS HAD A STRONG NEED FOR 

T R A N S C E N D E N T  LIGHT .jMOST PAGA^f CULTURES HAD SOME KIND OF ANNUAL CELEBR A T I O N / o F  THE 

REBIRTH OF LIGHT AT T/^THE WIN T E R  S O L S T I C E ^ /  THE TIME WHEN THE SUN IS AT ITS GREATEST

/

THE EARTH TO THE KIND OF^/'PEACE ON EARTH GOOD WILL TO

DISTANCE FROM THE CELESTIAL EQUATOR - ABOUT D E C E M BER 22nd. IS INTRESTING THAT THE

^ ^ ^ ^ E ^ ' ^ L ^ ^ I ^ T S ^ L S O  COMES AT^HIS S E A S O N . J THUS IT COULD BE THAT JESUS'BIRTH WAS 

AT THIS TIME BY D E S I GN|tO SYMBOLIZE THE R E -INFUSION OF THE P L A N E Ty^ITH AN ENERGY FORCE 

BRINGING VIBRATORY RHYTHMS ho  LIFT 

MEN" SUNG BY THE HEAVENLY H O S T . /

AS STUDENTS OF TRUTJj/wE MUST BE MATfitjRE ENOUGH TO DEAL WITH THE FACT^THAT THE WHOLE 

CHRISTMAS STORY IN THE GOSPELS^IAS EVOLVED OUT OF LEGENDS THAT WERE HIGHLY EMBELLISHED 

THROUGH T ^E  P ASSING YEARS. y^AND THERE IS PROBABLY LITTLE THAT IS HISTORICALLY 

ACCURATE. ^ H O W E V E R ,  T HE SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELD EXPERIENCINC^THE LIGHT AND THE WISE MEN «RJ

FROM THE EAST FOLLOWING THE BRIGHT Ll5?HT OF A 

STAR^TO THE PLACE WHERE THE YOUNG CHILD L A Y ^ i S w E  I M P O R ^ N T  SYMBOLIC MEAflfN BUT WE CAN 

ONLY CATCH THjfMEANING^/fflEN WE REALIZE THAT IT IS OUR STORY JESUS DID NOT COME TO 

PR O C L A I M  HIMSELF. j.BIT^ THE DIVINfDEPTH IN ALL PERSONS HE WAS NOT SETTING HIMSELF UP 

AS THE GREAT E X C E P T I O N , ^ U T  HE WAS TELLING US OF OUR D I V I N I T Y / A N D  SHOWING HIMSELF AS THE 

GREAT EXAMPLE OF THE I AljREACHING ITS FULL PERSONAL EXPRESSION.

SO THE TWO ACCOUNTS OF THE SHEPHERDS AND WTSE MEN THAT CAME TO WORSHIP THE YOUNG CH I L D /

{  WHICH IS OUR VERY OWN DIVINE P O T E N T I A l W M A Y  INDICATE TWO IMPORTANT INFLUENCES f O N  OtpR

UNFOLDING SOUL / THE WISE MEN FOLLOWING A S T A R ^ A R E  SYMBOLIC OF DIVINE WISDOM FLOWING

/FORTH FROM G O D - M I N D ./. AND THE SHPHERDS IN THE FIELD KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS

BY NIGHT INDICATE itf&E DISCIPLINED USE OF POSITIVE THOUGHTS OF THE CONTEMPORARY
/

W O R L D .

BUT THESE LEGENDS AND THEIR SYMBOLIC P O R T R A Y A L ^ N  THE CHRISTMAS CHRECHES OF TODAY

HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO PRACTICAL M EANING FOR YOU AND M E ^ U N L E S S  THEY INSPIRE UfS TO 

ACKNOWLEDGE # T H E  CHRIST OF OUR OWN B E I N G ^ . O U R  OWN SON-OF-GOD S E L F ____AND THEN

-/



. THE W ^ F  SYMBOLIZES LIFE AT ITS LOWER LEVEL, /BECOMING CONSCIOUS OF 

LIMITATION AND WANT,/BUT DREAMING OF WARMTH AND LIGHT,/ ALL OF LIFE 

MOUNTS iflPWARD TROUGH SUCH A DEEPENING REAL IZATI Ot/OF DARKNESS,) LONELINESS 

AND STRUGGLE.

SO IT IS WITH THE WOLF. /  AFTDER BEWAILING HIS SORROW AND LONGING/THAT
"NO ONE WOULD BELIEVE,"/HE HEARS A BELL IN THE DISTANCE. /iT SOUNDS TO

HIM LIKE DIVINE SPEECH, /AND QUICKENING HIM TO...

|| "WONDER HOW 'TWOULD FEEL

''TO SIT WITH MEN AND SHARE THEIR MEAL."

BECAUSE HE HAD PREYED UPON THE FOLK OF GUBBIO, 

FEAR OF THEM,/AND THEY OF HIM.

/THE WOLF LIVED IN DEADLY

THE DRAMA CONTINUES./.TO UNFOLD THE PICTURE OF A DISCORDANT FEAR-RIDDEN 

WORLD/N WHICH ALL LIVING CREATURES 5 i ? h ^ f i ^ ? * S O M E  Y, /AS DID THE 

WOLF,/FOR DELIVERANCE AND FREEDOM.

^ ECF^HgTlGHI TTRERlTS. if t to  U 4 t

THE SCENE CHANGES WITH THE APPEARANCE OF ST. FRANCIS SINGING PRAI'SES 

TO THE SUN: /"0 BROTHER SUN, ALL-FOLDING LIGHT!"/--/WORDS VOICING THE 

JOY AND GRATITUDE THAT FILLS THE ILLUMINED SOUL\

THERE IS A MEETING BETWEEN ST. FRANCIS AND THE WOLF/.THE WOLF CONFESSES 

HIS SHAME AND GUILT, TOGETHER WITH HIS LONGING TO BE A MANr^WHILE 

ST. FRANCIS CONFESSES HIS OWN WOLFISH SINS./.AND HE POINTS THE WAY:

"WILT THOU EARN

A MAN'S OWN PEACE7/THEN WORK AND If ARM!

BACK TO(rHE WORLD; AND THERE MAKE GOOD 

ALL THOU HAS DREAMED OF BROTHERHOOD." 

flOPE AND LOSE AND HOPE AGAIN,

AND REMEMBER AND FORGET* *

WITH US ALL, FOR MEN ARE 

BUT NOT BROTHERS, NO NOT' YET!"



LATER THERE IS A f&IGNANT SCENE/lN WHICH THE WOLF PULLS BACK,/SAYING,

"I DON'T WANT TO BE A MAn /uNTIL MEN STOP ACTING LIKE WOLVES ,"

_ A
THE CLIMAX OF THE PLAY TAKES PLACE ON CHRISTMAS EVE/ AROUSND*CRECHE ERECTED 

BY SAINT FRANCIS. / THE WOLF OF GUBBIO,/lN AN ACT OF HEARTBROKEN CONTRITION, 

DISSOLVES FEAR AND ANTAGONISM/AND EARNS HIS PLACE IN THE RANKS OF LOVE 

AND BROTHERHOOD. FRANCIS SINGS:

P
"OH, AND THE VERY STARS SHALL SING 

FOR THE JOY OF THIS GLAD THING.

THO WE CROWN HIM YET WITH THORN,

THO WE LAUGH HIM ALL TO SCORN,

LOVE, - LOVE IS BORN."

AND ST. FRANCIS CONCLUDES:

"AND IF THERE BE OUT YONDER ANY WOLF,

OR GREAT OR SMALL, BEHOLD -

COME LITTLE BROTHER WOLVES, COME HITHER...

OUT OF THE COLD."

SO, IN THIS SYMBOLIC WAY,/THE AUTHOR DEALS WITH THE REBIRTH OF|.IGHT /- 

THE LIFTING UP OF THE BESTIAL NATURE OF MAN/TO THE AWARENESS OF THE 

INHERENT DIVINITY/—  THIS IS WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT!'_______ _

^  THERE IS A PROFOUND TRUTH/iN THE LEGEND OF THE MANGER OF BETHLEHEM,; THAT 

TELLS OF EVEN THE LOWLY ANIMALS/COMING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIVITY./ 

EVERY LIFE-WAVE ON EARTH/lS LITERALLY FILLED WITH EXALTATION/WHEN THIS 

FLOW OF DIVINE LIGHT PENETRATES THE HEART OF THE PLANET*J CAN YOU ACCEPT 

THIS COSMIC INSIGHT?/CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT TONIGHT/A BURST 0 ^ TRANSCENDENT 

LIGHyWILL DAWN IN YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS?/ PIITTInT I T  INTO THE CHRISTMAS 

SYMBOLOGY, "IS THERE ROOM IN MANGER OF YOUR HEART? CAN YOU LET THE 

LIGHT BE REBORNT*

"JOHN WAS SINGING OF THIS EXPERIENCE WHEN HE SAYS: "IN HIM WAS LIFE; and 

THE LIFk WAS THE LIGHT OF MAN. AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN THE DARKNESS; 

AND THE DARKNESS APPREHENDED IT NOT...THERE WAS TH^RUE LIGHT WHICH 

LIGHTETH EVERY MAN COMING INTO THE WORLD."

^ F O R  SO LONG MAN HAS BEEN FIGHTING HIS WAY THROUGH THE DARKNESS,jSOMETIMES 

r AS UNCHRISTL IKE AS THE LOWLIEST OF CREATURES, j BUT THE MIND OF MAN HAS 
DREAMED OF HIS POTENTIAL FOR GOOD,/LIKE TH^URGE OF THE WOLF OF GUBBIO.



p- THERE IS A TEST OF WHETHER CHRISTMAs/lS REALLY HAPPENING TO YOU 

AND IJ YOU. IT IS THIS: /'CAN YOU LOOK AT THE DOWNTRODDEN, /THE 

DISEASED, /HE IGNORANT,/EVEN THE MISGUIDED AND SAY NOT, "I 

C,^ r YOUs FOR YOUR SQUALOR,/YOUR IGNORANCE AND YOUR DEVIATE WAYS"/ 

BUT RATHER■ /■"I ffif^YOUR SQUALOR AND I£MJEMICE AND_ CRIME,/BUT 

I SALUTE THE DIVINITY WITHIN YglJ. / AND I AM WILLING TO WORK WITH 

YOU ̂ 0 RELEASE YOUR DIVINE POTENTIAL./,AND TO BRING LIGHT IN^HE 

WORLD IN WHICH WE ALL LIVE."

IN OTHER WORDS, IF WE REALLY TAKE SERIOUSLY THE SPARK OF LIGHT 

IN ALL PERSONS,/ANHD COMMIT OURSELVES TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF 

THE BIRTH OF LIGHT /- WE WOULD REALIZE THAT A MEETING SUCH AS 

THIST^NOT AN END,/feuT A PREPARATION FOR WORK TO BE DONE./.WHICH 

COMES NEXT./.AS CHRISTMASING BECOMES A DAILY EXPERIENCE OF "LETTING 

OUR LIGHT SHINE". - -J.IIBTITIIIC, * I

I HAVE RECENTLY RE-READ A STORY FROM THE 16th CHAPTER OF THE "AQUARIAN 

/GOSPEL' — A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF JESlKf' SFVFNTH BIRTHDAY:

"JESUS' GRANDPARENTS, JOACHIM AND ANNA,/HAD A BIRTHDAY PARTY 

FOR HIM./AND JESUS STOOD BEFORE THE GUESTS/^ND SAID, "I 

HAD A DREAM LAST NIGHT,/AND IN MY DREAN/l STOOD BEFORE A 

SEA,/UPON A SANDY BEACH./ THE WAVES UPON THE SEA WERE HIGH,/ A STORM 

WAS RAGING ON THE DEEP./ SOMEONE ABOVE GAVE ME A WAND./ If TOOK

the wand/and T ouched the s a n d,/and every grain of sand/ became a

LIVING THING./ THE BEACH WAS ALL A MASS OF BEAUTY AND OF SONG./ I 

TOUCHED THE WATERS AT MY FEET,(AND THEY WERE CHANGED TO TREES,/AND 

FLOWERS,/AND SINGING BIRDS^AND EVERYTHING WAS PRAISING GOD./ AND 

I HEARD A VOICE THAT SAID, "THERE IS NO DEATH."

"THEN GRANDMOTHER ANNA/LAID HER HAND ON JESUS' HEAD /AND SAID,

"I SW YOU STAND BESIDE THE SEA./ I SJJ$[ YOU TOUCH THE SAND AND WAVES.)

I Jî LTHEM TURN TO LIVING THINGS./.AND THEN Jl KNEw)THE MEANING OF '
THE DREAM./ THE SEA OF LIFE ROfiLS HIGHjTt HE STORMS ARE GREAT./ THE 

MULTITUDE OF MfN ARE IDLE,/LISTLESS ,/WA I TING,/ LIKE DEAD SAND.UPON 

THE BEACH./ YOUR WAND IS TRUTH. (WITH THIS YOU TOUCH THE MULTITUDES). 

AND EVERY MAN BECOAthi A MESStfjGER/OF HOLY LIGHT AND LIFE I] YOU TOUCH 

THE WAVES UPON THE SEA OF LIFE;(THEIR TURMOILS CEASETHE VERY WINDS



l>c»r

BECOME A SONG OF PRAISE./ THERE IS NO DEATH,/BECAUSE THE WAND OF 

TRUTH CAN/CHANGE THE DRYEST BONES TO LIVING THINGS,/AND BRING THE 

LOVELIEST FLOWERS FROM STAGNANT PONDS,/AND TURN THE MOST DISCORDANT 

NOTES TO HARMONY AND PRAISE."

SO..THIS WAS JESUS' DREAM ON CHRISTMAS EVE./.THE EVE OF HIS 7th 

BIRTHDAY.| (MIND YOU THE "AQUARIAN GOSPEL" IS js[OT SCRIPTURE. IT 

IS AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT PURPORTEDLY INTUITIVELY SENSED BY ONE

NAMED LEVI.)

CARL SANDBURQONCE SAID,/"NOTHING HAPPENS UNLESS FIRST A DREAM." 

/AND IT JUST COULD BE THAT THE GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JESUS'

£R MINISTRY/HAD THEIR INCEPTION IN JUST SUCH DREAMS AS THIS^

DREAMS, TO ME, HAVE ALWAYS BEEN WAKING THINGS /  NOT NOCTURNAL 

FANTASIES. /THY HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED IMAGES AND PLANS/ 

GIVING LIFE TO MY HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS. /_AS THIS DREAM OF JESUS 

MAY HAVE BEEN. __________________________

TWENUL
7

if a i w m rfi a n i r o r  wtfin r . ii Sty 'faCHRISTMAS DREAM. "
I WOULD LIKE TO READ IT TO Y O U . ^  YOU MAY AGREE THAT ITS MESSAGE

IS VERY TIMELY AND RELEVANT TO OUl/NORLD TODAY:

ty t r  C tr  M *  OAr/U, n r
READ 1HE CHALLENGE

n

OW...I AM GOING TO SUGGEST THAT TONIGHT./AT SOMF QU1FT TIME

WHEN YOU CAN BE ALONE,/THAT YOU POUR OU«T YOUR HEAJ 

DREAM ON CHRISTMAS EVE/— FOR

YOUR

'/OURSELF,/ YOUR IOVFD ONES/AND ESPECIALLY

FOR THE WORLD. /IT NEED NOT BE A LITERARY MA

YOUfR HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS.JIN A POSITIVE AND FXPFCTANT CONTFXT. 

AND) SUGGEST THAT YOU MAKE THIS A PROGRESSIVE,/YEAR-LONG PROJEC

Rxm M X M M L SECURE A SMALL NOTEBOOK AND CAU IT YOUR DREAM

DIARY. ^ USE IT LIKE A "CHRISTMS CLUB" ACCOUNT ATTHE BANK/

INTOJjlHICH YOU MAKE OCCASIONAI DFPOSITS THROUGH liHF YEAR/_ 

WHENEVER YOU HAVE A VISION FDR YOUR I IFF OR FOR THF WORlti.



GFORG^ R F R N A R n  SHAW GMCF .SAID./" 

BURNING ITSELF OlIfY,/

CHILD IS BORN." (

LWAYS

BUT WHICH CATCHES FIRE AGA 

AND IN A VERY REAL SENSe /a

Ŷ y /every time you givej  ̂

/In faith In

ILl.R

IOJECTI ON

AL/fo GIVE way Tnn thf dtuuif FLOW.

I LOVE THE STORY OF THE MAN/WHO ATTENDED A MEETING IN A QUAKER MEETINGHOUSE) 

NOT KNOWING ANYTHING ABOUT IT. / THE CONGREGATION SAT IN SILENCE V 

FOR A VERY LONG TIME./The man was puzzled,/ and WHISPERED TO THE 

MIAN NEXT TO HIM:/"WHEN DOES THE SERVICE BEGIN"/ THE MAN REPLIED 

IN A WHISPER: "WHEN THE MEETNG ENDS."

AS WE HAVE SAID IN RECENT WEEKS,/"CHRISTMAS IS NOT A HOLIDAY TO 

OBSERVE. /  IT IS SOMETHING TO DU./ DURING THE ADVENT SEASON WE HAVE 

BEEN CALLING IT "CHRISTMASING. .*/ THE IMPORTANT THING TO KNOw/s 

THAT THE TRUE CHRIST*MASS/BEGINS WHEN THE DAY OF CELEBRATION IS 

OVER./ HAVE YOUR CELEBRATION WITH FRIENDS AND FOOD AND GIFT-GIVING.
. M*V,o**t yiA-r *n  fcv* . ( W

BUT IF YOU ARE ALONE/ WIHOUT A FAMILY/ IN A WAY YOULARE BLESSED/

FOR YOU CAN GET A HEAD START IN YOUR CHRISTMAS DREAM DIARY| AND 

IN THE WORK WE ARE ALL CALLED TO DO. j!.SLTHE NEW CONSCIOUSNESS TO 

REVEAL, AND A NEW LIGHT TO SHINE.

REMEMBER, IlfTfc CHRISTMAS WHENEVER AND WHEREfVER THE HUMAN HEART/ 

TOUCHED BY HIM WHOSE EVER-LIVING SPIRIT/lS THE EVER-GIVING SPIRIT/ 

IS MOVED TO THE EXPRESSION OP(lNSELF|SH LOVE / THUS EXPERIENCING 

THE TRUE SOLSTICE OF THE SPIRIT,/THE REBIRTH OF LIGHT.

HOW OFTEN AND HOW EASILY WE SAY,/"MERRY CHRISTMAS"/ CERTAINLY 

HAVE A MERRY TIME, BUT TH^WORLD CALLS FOR LIGHT AND PEACE. HOW 

MUCH BETTER TO IDENTIFY WITH THE COSMIC "FESTIVAL 0(^_IGHT - SAYING 

TO ONE ANOTHER, "HAPPY CHRISTMAS OF LIGflT" —  IT IS A DEEPER AND 

MORE CREATIVE MEANING.'

NOW A MINITE OF REFLECTION ON YOUR DREAM OF CHRISTMAS EVE.


