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T H E  S I G H T  A N D  S O U N D S  A N D  S H E L L  OF C H R I S T M A S  

A R E  IN T H E  A I R  - H E R A L D I N G  O N C E  A G A I N  T H I S

B E A U T I F U L L Y  S T R A N G E  A N D  S T R A N G E L Y  

S E A S O N  OF S U C H  S T R I K I N G  C O N T R A S T S .  IT 

M A G I C  T I M E . . . A N D  P E R H A P S  A T R A G I C  TIMI
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M A G I C  B E C A U S E  OF T H E  W A Y  IT T R A N S F O R M S  S T R E E T S  

A N D  S T O R E S  A N D  H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  R O U T I N E  A N D  

P R O S A I C  I N T O  A L A N D  OF F A N T A S Y  A N D  D R E A M S  A N D  

A S P E C I A L  C H R I S T M A S  G L O W .

T R A G I C  B E C A U S E  T H E  M A G I C  IS I L L U S I O N ,  A N D  

B E H I N D  THE F A C A D E  OF T I N S E L  A N D  M I S T L E T O E

T H E R E  IS O F T E N  A W I D E S P R E A D  L O N E L I N E S S  A N D  

E M P T I N E S S . . .AND F O R  O T H E R S  T H E  G R I M  C H A R A D E  

G I F T - G I V I N G ,  U N D E R  U N B E L I E V A B L E  P R E S S U R E S  OF 

C O N F O R M I T Y  A N D  O B L I G A T I O N  A N D  G U I L T .
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P H I L I P  W Y L I E  S O U N D S  A D I S T I N C T L Y  " B A H  H U M B U G , "  

W H E N  HE R E F E R S  TO T HE " H O P P E D - U P ,  P R E S S U R E ­

L A D E N ,  S T A T U S - S E E K I N G ,  C O M P E T I T I V E  D E G R A D A T I O N  

OF C H R I S T M A S . "

W H A T  IS IT ALL A B O U T ,  A N Y W A Y ?  W H A T  IS THE



E A N I N G  OF C H R I S T M A S ?  A C O L L E G E  P R O F E S S O R  W A S  

G I V I N G  A W O R D - A S S O C I A T I O N  T E S T , A N D  S I N C E  IT 

W A S  IN T HE H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N .  O N  A W H I M  HE I N ­

C L U D E D  T HE W O R D  " C H R I S T M A S . "  THE S T U D E N T S  

W E R E  B E I N G  A S K E D  TO W R I T E  D O W N  T HE V E R Y  F I R S T  

W O R D  T H A T  C A M E  TO T H E M  - IN T H I S  C A S E  T HE W O R D  

WAS " C H R I S T M A S . "  L A T E R  IN G O I N G  O V E R  T H E  

T E S T ,  T H E  P R O F E S S O R  D I C O V E R E D  T H A T  N O T  O N E  

P E R S O N  H A D  M E N T I O N E D  J E S U S .  T H E R E  W E R E  S U C H  

[WORDS AS C H R I S T M A S  T R E E ,  S A N T A  C L A U S ,  C A R O L S ,  

I F T S , C A N D L E S ,  H O L L Y ,  M I S T L E T O E ... BUT N O T  

E N T I O N  OF J E S U S .

A S K  S O M E O N E  " W H A T  IS C H R I S T M A S 7 " A N D  " W H A T  

D O E S  C H R I S T M A S  M E A N  TO Y O U 7 " A F T E R  T HE P E R S O N  

F O C U S E S  H I S  A T T E N T I O N  B E Y O N D  T H E  " S A N T A  C L A U S  

S Y N D R O M E "  HE M I G H T  SAY, "IT IS T H E  B I R T H D A Y  OF
1 C C I I Q  " u L j u u  •

BUT, IF T H E R E  IS O N E  T H I N G  D E C E M B E R  2 5 T H  IS 

NOT, IT IS T HE DAY W H E N  J E S U S  W A S  BOR N .  T H E R E  

IS NO H I S T O R I C A L  R E C O R D  OF A N Y  OF THE E A R L Y  

L I F E  OF J E S U S . . . O N L Y  A V A R I E T Y  OF C O N F L I C T I N G  

L E G E N D S .  WE DO N O T  K N O W  W H E N  J E S U S  WAS 

B O R N . . N O R  DO WE K N O W  M U C H  A B O U T  THE C I R C U M ­

S T A N C E S .  IT IS N O W  P R E T T Y  C L E A R L Y  K N O W N  T H A T  

THE Y E A R  OF THE B I R T H  IS F O U R  OR F I V E  Y E A R S



E A R L I E R . . A N D  WE D O N ' T  K N O W  T H E  S E A S O N  OF T H E  

Y E A R .  IF A N N O  D O M I N I ,  " T H E  Y E A R  OF O U R  L O R D "  

F I X E S  T H E  C A L E D A R  TO B E G I N  W I T H  T HE B I R T H  OF 

J E S U S ,  WE M A Y  BE C O M I N G  TO THE C L O S E  OF THE 

Y E A R  1 9 9 5  W I T H  T H E  N E W  Y E A R  U S H E R I N G  IN 1996. 

IT P O I N T S  UP T HE R E L A T I V I T Y  OF TIME.

D YT H E  D E C E M B E R  2 5 T H  D A T E  W A S  A R B I T R A R I L Y  SET u 

A N O W  O B S C U R E  C H U R C H  H I S T O R I A N  IN THE 6 T H  

C E N T U R Y  AD, A N D  W I T H O U T  Q U E S T I O N  IT W A S  I N F L U ­

E N C E D  BY T H E  R O M A N  F E A S T  OF S A T U R N A L I A ,  W H I C H  

O C C U R R E D  AT T H I S  T I M E .  R O M E  H A D  S E E N  

F U T I L I T Y  OF M A R T Y R I N G  C H R I S T I A N S  TO
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T H E  S P R E A D  OF THE C H R I S T I A N  M O V E M E N T ,  W H I C H  

T H E Y  S A W  TO BE A T H R E A T  TO T H E  E M P I R E .  A N D  SO 

T H E Y  A D O P T E D  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  AS T H E  S T A T E  R E L I ­

G I O N  AS A M E A N S  OF C O N T R O L L I N G  IT. A N D  T H I S  

IS W H E R E  T HE B U L K  OF T HE C H R I S T M A S  T R A D I T I O N S  

O R I G I N A T E D .

THE F E A S T  OF S A T U R N A L I A  W A S  A S E V E N  D A Y  P E R I O D  

OF C E L E B R A T I O N .  H O U S E S  W E R E  D E C O R A T E D  W I T H  

L A U R E L S  A N D  E V E R G R E E N S .  W O R K  W A S  S U S P E N D E D ,  

S C H O O L S  W E R E  C L O S E D ,  NO P U N I S H M E N T S  W E R E  

I N F L I C T E D ,  NO W A R S  W E R E  F O U G H T .  A N D . . . F A T H E R  

S A T U R N  C A M E  D O W N  F R O M  T HE N O R T H  P O L E  W I T H  T O Y S  

F OR THE C H I L D R E N .  S O U N D  F A M I L I A R ?



SO D O W N  T H R O U G H  THE Y E A R S  T H E R E  H A S  B E E N  A 

S T R A N G E  D I C H O T O M Y  B E T W E E N  THE P I O U S  O B S E R V A N C E  

OF THE H O L Y  D A Y  OF C H R I S T M A S ,  A N D  A H A P P Y  

H O L I D A Y  OF F A M I L Y  G A T H E R I N G S  A N D  T HE E X C H A N G E

OP G I F T S ,  W H I C H  T O O - O F T E N  B 

T H R O U G H  T H E  P A S T E - O N  P I E T Y  

A N D  E G O - F U L F I L L I N G  H O M E  A N D

E C O M E  A H O L L O W  D A Y  

OF P L A S T I C  T R E E S ,  

Y A R D  D E C O R A T I O N S .

T H E R E  IS A G R E A T  D E L U S I O N  T H A T  WE H A V E  K E P T  

C H R I S T M A S  W H E N  WE H A V E  S I M P L Y  E N A G E D  IN A N  

A N N U A L  C H A R A D E .  THE D A Y  A F T E R  C H R I S T M A S  T H E  

O R N A M E N T S  A N D  G A R L A N D S  W I L L  BE P A C K E D  A W A Y  IN 

A T T I C S  A N D  S T O R E - R O O M S  F O R  A N O T H E R  Y E A R . . A N D  

S T O R E S  W I L L  M A K E  A Q U I C K  T R A N S I T I O N  TO J A N U A R Y  

W H I T E  S A L E S .  WE O N C E  H A D  A N E I G H B O R  W H O  W A S -  

V E R Y  I N N O V A T I V E .  S H E  C O V E R E D  THE W H O L E  D E C O ­

R A T E D  T R E E  W I T H  A S H E E T  OF P L A S T I C  A N D  S I M P L Y  

C A R R I E D  IT D O W N  TO T HE B A S E M E N T  A N D  N E X T  Y E A R  

B R O U G H T  IT UP, R E M O V E D  T HE P L A S T I C ,  A N D  V O I L A  

- I N S T A N T  C H I S T M A S !

THiL_N A T I V I T Y  S T O R Y  OF THE B I R T H OF J E S U S. THE 

B A B E . 1*1 T HE M A N G E R  IS W H A T  J O S E P H  C A M P B E L L

OFP  A I I u til i_ An " M Y T H . " 

M E A K U N G .

THE M O S T  P O W E R F U L  

IT D E A L S  W I T H  T H ET N  - P R A P T T r ^

A W A K E N I N G  T N T i O N C I Q U S N E S S  TO THF SOKL^IF G O D



N O T  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  H A P P E N E D  T W O  T H O U S A N D

IAGO, B U T  A D I S C O V E R Y  0 • _ P T H

I T H I N  YOU.
•s

£0 T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N  OF C H R I S T M A S  M U S T  I N V O L V E  

S W I T H  T H E  D Y N A M I C S  OF THE L I F E  OF J E S U S  A N D  

HE A P P L I C A T I O N  OF H I S  T E A C H I N G  - N O T  J U S T  T H E  

O M A N T I C  T R A D I T I O N  A B O U T  H I S  B I R T H .

T H E N  W H A T  IS THE P O I N T  OF D E C E M B E R  2 5 T H ?  T H E

P O I N T I'S W £ J J A V E  A N O T H E R  O P P O R T U N I T Y r nI 'LJ L T UET
-L V L_

F O R  A B R I E F  S E A S O N  IN W H I C H  T H E  T R A N S C E N D E N T  

L E V E L  OF M A N K I N D  IS AT ITS Z E N I T H .  T H I S  

S P E C I A L  S E A S O N  E A C H  Y E A R  M A Y  BE A N  

O U T L E T  F O R  T HE S P I R I T U A L  F L O W  I N T O  

SO T H A T  T H E  B A L A N C E  IS T I P P E D  A W A Y

L I G H T .  AS S O M E O N E  H A S  S A I D ,  "IF T H E R E  

C H R I S T M A S ,  WE W O U L D  H A V E  TO I N V E N T

I M P O R T A N T  

T HE W O R L D ,  

F R O M  D A R K -

N E Qq TO 

W E R E  NO 

O N E II

C H R I S T M A S  IS L I K E  A N  O A S I S  IN A S T R I F E - T O R N  

W O R L D ,  A N D  W H E N  WE H E A R  S O M E O N E  ASK, " W H A T  IS 

THE W O R L D  C O M I N G  T O q11 WE C A N  L O O K  UP IN 

C H I L D - L I K E  W O N D E R ,  A N D  SAY, " L O O K  W H A T  IS 

C O M I N G  I N T O  THE W O R L D 1."

IT IS O F T E N  S A ID, " C H R I S T M A S  IS F O R  C H I L D R E N . "

CJ



YES, A N D  F O R  T H E  L I T T L E  C H I L D  W I T H I N  T H E  H E A R T  

OF E A C H  OF US. E L I Z A B E T H  A K E R S  A L L E N :  

" B A C K W A R D ,  T U R N  B A C K W A R D ,  0 T I N E  IN Y O U R  

F L I G H T .  M A K E  NE A C H I L D  A G A I N  J U S T  F O R  T O ­

N I G H T . "

I C A N  A S S U R E  Y OU T H A T  AT O U R  H O U S E  O L G A  A N D  I 

B E C O M E  C H I L D R E N  A G A I N  F O R  A F O R T N I G H T .  WE
W a  K mn i '-I j r p A F s T -  ! 1 \--n uL O V E  C H R I S T M A S  A N D  A L L  ITS SYMBOl 

T I O N S . . . A N D  WE M A N A G E  TO A D D  A F E W  T R A D I T I O N S  

OF O U R  OWN. WE H A V E  F U N  P U T T I N G  UP THE 

T R E E . . . A N D  IT U S U A L L Y  R E M A I N S  UP T H R O U G H  A L L

OF J A N U A R Y ____ FO R  A F T E R  T HE C H I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S

A R E  O P E N E D . . T H E  C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N C E  R E M A I N S .

M Y T H  RE; T HE O R I G I N  OF THE C H R I S T M A S  TREE. O N  

A S T O R M Y  C H R I S T M A S  E V E  A F O R E S T E R  A N D  H I S  

H O U S E H O L D  G A T H E R E D  A R O U N D  A C H E E R F U L  F IRE. 

T H E R E  W A S  A K N O C K I N G  AT T HE D O O R ,  A N D  O P E N I N G  

IT T H E Y  F O U N D  A L I T L E  C H I L D ,  C O L D  A N D  H U N G R Y  

A N D  A L L - B U T - E X H A U S T E D .  HE W A S  W E L C O M E D ,

W A R M E D  A N D  FED, A N D  L I T T L E  H A N S  I N S I S T E D  O N  

G I V I N G  UP H I S  B E D  TO THE S T R A N G E R .  IN THE 

M O R N I N G  THE F A M I L Y  WAS A R O U S E D  BY THE S I N G I N G  

OF A C H O I R  OF A N G E L S ,  A N D  L O O K I N G  AT T H E I R  

G U E S T  T H E Y  S AW H I M  T R A N S F I G U R E D ,  F O R  HE WAS 

N O N E  O T H E R  T H A N  THE C H R I S T  C H I L D .  HE B R O K E  OFF



A B R A N C H  F R O M  A F I R  T R E E  A N D  S E T  IT O N  THE 

H E A R T H .  A N D  HE S A I D ,  “SEE, I ' V E  G L A D L Y  R E ­

C E I V E D  Y O U R  G I F T S  A D N  T H I S  IS MY G I F T  TO YOU.

H E N C E F O R T H  T H I S  T R E E  S H A L L  A L W A Y S  B E A R  n ot t

F R U I T  AT C H R I S T M A S  T I M E ,  A N D  Y O U  S H A L L  A L W A Y S  

H A V E  A B U N D A N C E .  AND SO F O R E V E R  A F T E R  T I L L  

NOW, T R E E S  H A V E  B E E N  D E C O R A T E D  C O L O R F U L L Y  

V I T A L  P A R T  OF T HE C H R I S T M A S  C E L E B R A T I O N .

a n  
hi O A _:n

I H A V E  D I S C O V E R E D  A N  I N T E R E S T I N G  O C C U R R E N C E  IN 

T H E  I S R A E L I T E ' S  E X O D U S  F R O M  E G Y P T .  T H E Y  H A D  

J U S T  E X P E R I E N C E D  T HE E P I C  C R O S S I N G  OF T H E  R E D  

IN E X O D U S  2 2 - 2 5  " . . . T H E Y  W E N T  T H R E E  D A Y Sc r  ao  l_  n

A N D  F O U N D  NO W A T E R .  A ND W H E N  T H E Y  C A M E  TO 

M A R A H ,  T H E Y  C O U L D  N O T  D R I N K  T HE W A T E R  B E C A U S E  

IT W A S  B I T T E R ;  T H E R E F O R E  IT W A S  N A M E D  M A R A H .  

A N D  THE P E O P L E  M U R M U R E D  A G A I N S T  M O S E S ,  S A Y I N G  

“W H A T  S H A L L  WE D R I N K 9 " A N D  HE C R I E D  U N T O  THE 

L O R D ,  A N D  THE L O R D  S H O W E D  U N T O  H I M  A TRE E ,  A N D  

HE T H R E W  IT I N T O  THE W A T E R ,  A N D  T HE W A T E R  

B E C A M E  S W E E T . "

T H I S  M AY H A V E  B E E N  THE F I R S T  R E F E R E N C E  TO 

P O L L U T I O N  IN H U M A N  H I S T O R Y .  AS W E L L  AS THE 

F I R S T  A N T I - P O L L U T I O N  T E C H N I Q U E ,  IN THE F O R M  

A N E U T R A L I Z I N G  HERB.

OF



D I T T E

IZ

T HE P L A C E  W A S  C A L L E D  M A R A H  (MET. M E A N S  d 

N E S S ) .  T H E  T H R E E  D A Y S  W I T H O U T  W A T ER S Y M B O

^PERIOlT o u t of t h e f l o w of l i f eT o n e c a n

^URl/lVL “ W I L D E R N E S S "  r X H E H r P N C E  IF WE K E E P

3 U R S E L V E S  IN T U N E  W I T H  THE I N F I N I T E .  W H E N  II 

P A Y S ,  " T H E  P E O P L E  M U R M U R E D  A G A I N S T  M O S E S "  t t  

M P L I E S  T H A T  T H E Y  

IVE L I F E  S T R E A M ,

R-
F Ci_ O

-L I

W E R E  P O L L U T E D  IN THE C R E A ­

SY E N G A G I N G  IN I M P U R E .

|REBELLJtfU£, E R R O R  T H O U G H T S ,  A N D  B R I N G I N G  O N  

H E M S E L V E S  T R O U B L E ,  S I C K N E S S ,  A N D  M I S E R Y .

T H E  L O R D ,  H E R E ,  R E P R E S E N T S  THE LAW, T HE D I V I N E  

P R I N C I P L E  IN A C T I O N .  IT IS N O T  A P E R S O N A L  

GOD, V I N D I C T I V E L Y  L A Y I N G  T R O U B L E S  O N  THE 

P E O P L E .  M O S E S  R E P R E S E N T S  T H E  U P W A R D  R E A C H  IN 

E A C H  OF US, L E A D I N G  US TO O U R  G O O D .  WE H A V E  

O U R  T I M E S  IN THE W I L D E R N E S S  G I V I N G  R I S E  TO

B I T T E R  E X P E R I E N C E S  OF- L A C K  A N D  I L L N i r c c
I_ J  J  9 BUT IF

WE T U R N  TO T H E  M O S E S  F A C T O R ,  WE W I L L  BE G U I D E D  

IN THE F O R M  OF A T R E E  TO T H R O W  I N T O  THE W A T E R S  

TO M A K E  IT S W E E T .  T H E N  IN THE S T O R Y  OF THE 

I S R A E L I T E S ,  R E A D I N G  O N  B E Y O N D  T HE M A R A H  E X P E ­

R I E N C E ,  IT SAY S ,  " T H E N  T H E Y  C A M E  TO E L I M ,

W H E R E  T H E R E  W E R E  T W E L V E  S P R I N G S  OF W A T E R  AND 

S E V E N T Y  P A L M  T R E E S ,  A N D  T H E Y  E N C A M P E D  H E R E  BY 

T HE W A T E R . "



T H I S  A R E A L I Z A T I O N  OF THE F U L L N E S S  OF L I F E  A N D  

A V I C T O R Y  O V E R  S E L F - L I M I T A T I O N ,  A N  E X P E R I E N C E  

OF P E A C E .

N j ^ . W O R L D  W H E R E  THE A T M O S P O H E R E  

L IE R S L

' c-jL

LY A ND h T H U R I T I V E LY , CHRlSTTI 

T I V I T Y  OF U U D  M O V I N G  THRl

n w ;

P O L L U T E D
\ K! p CUN U i_

M I N D S
Q P H K i T  A  w \ u r n  nA ; ̂  P h 0 P i L _1 N A

NEiQUS^WAY. U S I N G  T HE C H R I S T M A S  IRE 

S Y M B O L  OF A H E A L I N G  H E R B  T H A T  WE C A S T  I N T O  THE 

P O L L U T E D  W A T E R S .

CTDTMRCvJ I I \ X IMUJ n r
w  I
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A N D  AS YOU E R E C T  A N D  D E C O R A T E  Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  

TRE E ,  T H I N K  OF T H E  O R N A M E N T S  A N D  

B E A D S  A N D  A N G E L S  A N D  S T A R S  AS 

T R U T H  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  C O M E  TO U N D E R S T A N D .  Y O U R  

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  IS Y O U R  G I F T  OF L O V E  TO THE 

P O L L U T E D  S T R E A M  OF THE W O R L D ,  Y O U R  B L E S S I N G  

F OR P E A C E .  A N D  T HE S T R I N G S  OF L I G H T S  O N  Y O U R  

T R E E  R E P R E S E N T  Y O U R  C I R C L E  OF 

Y OU SURRRO'JND THE W O R L D .

L I G H T  W I T H  W H I C H

AS Y OU E X P E R I E N C E  THE D A Y S  L E A D I N G  UP TO 

C H R I S T M A S  DAY, D O N ' T  LET T HE C R I E S  T H A T  

C H R I S T M A S  H A S  B E C O M E  T OO M A T E R I A L I S T I C  GET TO 

YOU. D O N ' T  B E C O M E  A S C R O O G E .  A N D  IF S O M E O N E



S A Y S ,  " C H R I S T M A S  IS TOO C O M M E R C I A L ," Y OU C A N  

SAY, "IF Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  IS T O O  C O M M E R C I A L ,  IT 

IS Y O U  W H O  H A S  C O M M E R C I A L I Z E D  IT." THE P R O B ­

L E M  IS N O T  T HE B U Y I N G  OF G I F T S ,  A N D  C E R T A I N L Y  

WE C A N ' T  O V E R L O O K  THE F A C T  T H A T  AS B U S I N E S S  

P R O S P E R S ,  WE W I L L  A L L  B E N E F I T  F R O M  A H E A L T H Y  

E C O N O M Y .

I N V O L V E D

OF C O U R S E  T H E R E  IS C O M M E R C I A L I S M

..B U T  IT IS S T I L L  C O M M E R C E  W H E T H E R  IT

IS T H E  M A N U F A C T U R E  A N D S A L E n r  p i p i  r e  no
LJS D i  L/ L  i_-J U l \

B A U B L E S

E A C H  Y E A R  WE H E A R  T HE CRY, 

B A C K  I N T O  C H R I S T M A S . "  B U T
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O U R S E L V E S  B A C K  I N T O  C H R I S T M A S ... S EE IT 

B E A U T I F U L  S E A S O N  OF L O V E  A N D  S H A R I N G ,  

P U L L I N G  O U T  A L L  T HE B E S T  S T O P S  IN O U R m

A N D  P R A C T I C I N G  S E E I N G  W I T H  T HE C H R I S T M A S  

P E R S P E C T I V E ,  B E H O L D I N G  P E O P L E  IN THE L I G H T  OF 

T HE D I V I N I T Y  W I T H I N  Y O U  A N D  R E L A T I N G  TO THE 

D I V I N I T Y  IN THEM.

THE B I R T H  OF T H E  C H R I S T  I S N ' T  L I M I T E D  TO O N E  

D A Y . . . I T  B E L O N G S  TO A N  O R D E R  OF L I F E  N OT YET 

A T T A I N E D ,  A G L I M P S E  OF THE H U M A N  R A C E  T H A T  IS 

YET TO BE.

C H R I S T M A S  IS M O R E  T H A N  A DAY OF O U T E R  C E L E B R A -



T I O N .  IT IS C H R I S T M A S  W H E N E V E R  A N D  W H E R E V E  

T H E  H U M A N  H E A R T ,  E M P O W E R E D  BY T HE C H R I S T M A  

P E R S P E C T I V E ,  IS M O V E D  TO THE E X P R E S S I O N  OF 

U N S E L F I S H  L O V E .

V I S U A L I Z A T I O N ,  S E L E C T I N G  A N D  D E C O R A T I N G  O U R  

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  OF T HE M I N D .  O U R  G I F T  OF 

P E A C E  TO THE W O R L D .
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IF YOU HAVE A PRESSING NEED/FOR INCREASED PROSPERITY/..REMEMBER 

THIS VERY STARTLING INSIGHT./ YOU DO NOT HAVE TO GET MORE SUBSTANCE,/ 

FOR ALL THE SUBSTANCE IN THIS PRODIGAL UNIVERSE IS PRESENT RIGHT 

WHERE YOU ARE. / AND YOU DON"T NEED TO PRAY FOR MONflE...AND YOU 

SHOULDN'T. /  IT MAKES ABOU AS MUCH SENSE AS STANDING OUT OF DOORS 

AND PRAYING FOR AIR./ALL THE AIR YOU WANT OR NEED IS WHERE YOU 

ARE./ PRAYING FOR THINGS FOCUSES YOUR ATTENTION ONLACK./GOD CAN'T 

FILL LACK. / PAUL SAYS, "ANlfGOD SHALL FILL EVERY NEED OF YOURS ACCORDING 

TO HIS RICHES." /BUT GOD CAN'T FILL LACK./ A NEED IS A VESSEL 

TO BE FILLED./ LACK IS A STATE OF MIND./ TYOU NEED TO CORRECT THAT 

NEGATIVE STATE.

REMEMBER GOD WORKS NOT FOR YOl/ BUT THROUGH YOU./ ABUNDANCE IS 

NATURAL./ SO IF THERE IS A NEED/SOMETHING IS BLOCKING vHE FLOW/.. 

SOETHING WITHIN YOU./WORK TO REESTABLISH YOURSELF IN THE COSCIOUSNESS 

OF THE PRESENCE/THAT IS fPRESENT AS LIMITLESS SUBSTANCE. /  RECALL 

OUR LESSON LAST WEEK/OF THE "MYSTER OF THE SILENCE", CENTERED 

AT THE STILL POINT WITHIN,/r'OU WILL FEEL YOUR ONENSS WITH THE CRATIVE 

FLOW./.YOU WILL HAVE ^SPONTANEOUS—«0®TP0URING OF CREATIVE, SuCCESS- 

PRODUCING IDEAS,/OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT,/AND OF THE RESOURCES 

NEEDED/TO ENABLE YOU TO EXPERIENCE "ABUNDANT LIVING."

PROSPERITY IS A WAY OF LIFE THAT REQUIRES PRACTICE OF SPIRl'UAL

PRINCIPLES./ IT CALLS FOR A CENTERING OF CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE UNIVERSAL

FLOW,/EVER-REMINDING YOURSELF THAT YOU ARE IN THE PRINCE OF AN

INFINI’E AND ETERNAL ENERG/'FROM WHICH ALL THINGSPROCEED./ IT MEANS

IDENTIFYING YOURSELF £  A CHILD OF THE UNIVERSE/ FULLY/feNTITLED TO

TOTAL SUPPORT FOR ALL THE WORK OF YOUR MIND ANDjHANDS./ IT CALLS

FOR LIVING AND THINKING AND WORKING/AS IF YOU REALLY BELIEVE THAT

THE WHOLE PRODIGAL UNIVERSE OF CREATIVITY AND S U B S T A N C E / P R E S E N T

IN EVERY PROJECT OF YOUR WORK AND EVERY TRANSACTION OF YOUR INVESEMENTS,

AS YOUR NEVER-RAILING RESOURCE. IT IS TO LIVE CONSCIOUSLY IN 

A PRODIGAL UNIVERSE.


