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CHRISTMAS 111 THREE D I M E N S I O N
, I

i

WELL, I T ' S  F I V E  MORE DAYS T I L L  CHRISTMAS AND 

COUNTING.  . / F I V E  MORE DAYS OF M I S T L E T O E / a ND SANTA 

CLAUs/AND LOVELY CHRISTMAS C R E C H E S . / l T  IS A MAGIC 

t i m e ! THE S IN G IN G  OF C A R O L S , / THE TRIMMING OF THE 

T R E E , / T H E  C A i / lE L IG H T  AND T IN S E L / T H E  L IGHTS OF 

RADIO C I T Y , / T H E  CONFUSION OF SANTA CLAUSES ON 

EVERY CORNER/R INGING THEIR L I T T L E  B E L L S , / G I V I N G  

THE OPPORTOITY TOfSUPPORT T H IS  OR THAT WORTHY 

C H A R I T Y , / Y £ $ ,  I T  IS PURE M A G IC 1.

BUT L IK E  ALL N A G IC / tH E R E  IS  I LLUSION AND SLEIGHT  

>4F-HAND IN V O L V E D . /  FOR THE MISTLETOE I S - ' P L A T I C /
Oef/AjiytO' *

AND "SHE SANTA CLAUS BEARD I S a FALSE, /  AND THE 

FIGURES OF THE CRECK ARE P L A S T E R - O F - P A R I S / . .

ALL PART# OF A COMMUNITY-WIDE FACADE THAT IS a^T 
&&K P ,

•W* EVERY Y K I l y  L IKE A HOLLYWOOD S E T .

’ T IS  TfiHE SEASON TO BE M E R R Y ' , / T H E  CAROL S I N G S , /
# 1 i-

D /  .FOR BEHIND THE FACADEAND F d ^ O M E , / T 0 8E ENDU



♦ s

THERE IS A WIDESPREAD LONELINESS AMD E I . P i l l i E : :

AND THE CHARADE OF G IF T -E X C H A N G IN G  UNDER AM OFTEN

MISGUIDED L O V E , / T H E  PRESSURE OF CONFORM I T V /  AND 

THE BURDEN OF<feU I L T . / A N D  HERE AND THERE MAY BE 

HEARD AN OCCASI ONAl. /  ' BAH HUM3UGJ ' /

BUTfWTHERE IS  NO HOLDING BACK THE CALENDAR,/  AND 

SO ON F RIDAY MORN IM G /WE WILL  ONCE AGAIN CELE3RAT  

T H IS  LOVELY/AND PUZZLING T IM e /w E  CALL CHRISTMAS.
H/M04A*_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

WHAT IS I T  ALL ABOUT? WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN? 

THE AVERAGE P E R S O N , /  IF  HE CAN BRING HIMSELF TO 

SEE BEYOND THE SANTA CLAUS SYNDROME . /  WOIII 0 SAY I T  

IS THE BIRTHDAY OF J E S U S . /  BUT I F  TiHERE IS  ONE 

THING DECEMBER 25TH IS  NOT, / 1 T IS W E  DAY THAT 

JESUS WAS BORN. /THERE IS  NO HISTORY OF i f  HE E A R L Y - 

L IF E  OF JESUS AT ALL / -  ONLY A VARIETY OF C O N F L IC T ­

ING LEGENDS. /  THE DECEMBER 25TK DATE WAS SET  

A R B IT R A R IL Y /B Y  A NOW OBSCURE CHUtRCH H I S T O R I A N /

IN THE 6TH CENTURY A D . / A N D  WITHOUT ANY DOUBT IT



WAS INFLUENCED 3Y THE ROMAN FEAST OF 

WHICH OCCURRED AT THIS T I M E .

S A T U R N A L IA /

I T  WAS NEVER INTENDED TO S E /aN D  U N T IL  MODERN 

TIMES I T  HAS NEVER BEEfj /A TIME FOR F E S T I V I T Y /  

OH, THERE ARE SOME LOVELY CHRISTMAS T R A D I T I O N S /

BUT MOST CF(THEM HAVE A PAGAN OR

O R IG IN  - / W I T H  NO CHRJLS11 AN OR J E S U S -O R IE N T n

AT A L L .  SUCH ARE THE CHRISTMAS T R E E , /  THE YULE 

L O G , /T H E  M I S T L E T O E , / T H E  EXCHANGING OF G I F T S , /

AND EVEN SANTA CLAUS.

►UNDOUBTEDLY MANY PERSONS CONSIDER THE OBSERVANCE

OF CHRISTMAS IS A MATTER OF BEINCW LOYAL TO A T I M E -

HONORED T R A D IT IO N , /A L M O S T  AS I F  I T  WERE L IKE A

GREAT H IS T O R IC  CREED OF R E L I G I O N . /

D ID  YOU KNOW THAT THE OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS

AS A HOLIDAY WAS NOT ESTABLISHED IN A M E R I C A /#

U N T IL  THE LAST HALF OF THE 19TH C E N T U R Y ? /  DOES 
THAT SURPRISE YOU?



IT  MAY ALSO SURPRISE YOU THAT OUR P IL G R IM  FORE -  

B E A R s /N O T  ONLY BROWNED ON A SEASON OF 'MAKING  

M E R R Y ' , / B U T  THAT I T  WAS AGAINST THE L A W ? / lH  1 6 5 9  

THE COLONY OF M A SS. /PA SSED  A LAW THAT R E A D , / ' W H O ­

SOEVER SHALL BE FOUND OBSERVING ANY SUCH DAY AS 

C H R IS T M A S /E IT H E R  BY FOREBEARING OF L A B O R F E A S T I N G  

/O R  IN ANY OTHER WAYJ SHALL BE F IN E D  F IV E  S H IL L IN G S

/ a n d  f o r  MANY YEARS PEOPLE who r e f u s e d  to  work  on

C H R IS T M A S /E IT H E R  WENT VO J A I l / oR PAID F I N E S . , /

AND LOOK AT u s  JUJU!

A FEW YEARS AGO I P H I L I P  W M L m  SOUNDED A STRONG

'BAH HUMBUG' TONE/wHEN HE WROTE/-  THAT CHRISTMAS

AS MOStT AMERICANS NOW FEEL DUTY BOU 0 OBSERVE

I T / l S  A MAJOR FACTOR IN T(8 e STRESS AND D I S A B I L I T Y  

OF MANY A M ERICANS. /HE  S A I D ,  'THE HOPPED'UP/  

P R E S S U R E - L A D E N , / I M m i l l l l  S T A T U S - S E E K I N G , /  

COMPETIT IVE DEGRADATION OF C H R IS T M A S / lS  MORE
fe (/T  Lj <,ir '-A to i) coo/'rtfiK) ,

INTENSE IN OUR COUNTRyT t Ha I? LSE



NOW WE CAN’ T BLAME THE MERCHANTS/ fA$  M IA  NY ARE

WONT TO DO. A'HEN VJE HEAR THE C R Y , / ' L E T ’ S PUT 

CHRIST SACK INTO C H R IS T M A S ’ , / l T  IS  ALWAYS THE 

IN T IM A T IO N  THAT THE MERCHANT IS  A KIND OF SCROOGE 

/ ( H O  WRINGS H I S  HANDS IN D E L I G H t / a S  JOHN 0 .  PUBLIC  

DANCES TO HISJTIKE.  ^1 A*.<0 Of

A BETTER AND MORE R E A L I S T I ( $ L O G A n/ | $ ,  ' L E T ' S  

PUT OURSELVES BACK INTO C H R I S T M A S . / T H E  PROB­

LEM IS  NOT THE BUYING OF G I F T S . /  AND CERTAINLY  

WE CAN’ T OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT AS BUSINESS PROS­

PERS AT CHRISTMAS TIME OR AT ANY OTHER T IM E ,  THE

NATION

I T  SEEMS TO BE THAT THE PROBLEM IS QUITE S I M P L E / - -

-  AND THE AVERAGE

PERSON ONLY TOUCHES I T  AT THE SURFACE, /ON THIS  

SURFACE LEVEL I T  IS THE DATE,/DECEMBER 2 5 T H , / T H E
CqH giytAL, • '

DAY OFF W O R K , / f M I L Y  GATHERINGS, /TREE T R I M M I N G , /

THE S IN G IN G  OF CAROLS, /THE EXCHANGING OF G I F T S .



T h i n g s  t h a t LY REALLY 3E UNDERSTOOD ON A

DEEPER L E V E L . /  3UT EVEN OF ITSELF  THE OUTER F E S T I ­

V I T Y  IS A LOVELY T H I N G / l F  WE CAN GET INTO THE

CHRISTMAS S P I R I T .* /  THE LOVELY LIGHTED TREES 0>

PARK AVENUE, / OR THsfoECORAIED HONES IN THE S U 3 0 R 3 S /
(S THE EXCITEMENT OF THEfc THRONGS OF SHOPPERS

. / A N D  THE BACKGROUNs/OT 6E LL ~ R IN G IM G  SALVATION

ARMY L A S S I E S . /AND THE SAfMTA CLAUSES WITH THE

S U I T  AND MANNER THAT DOESN'T  QUITE F I T , / A N D

THE FRAGRANCE OFICH0STNUTS BEING WARHEAD ON A 

CRUDE SHOVE/AND HANDLED BY H A N D S . /A L L

THIS  IS CHRISTMAS^

BUT OF COURSE THERE IS MUCH MORE!/  HOW E A S ILY  WE 

CAN PACK THE A R T I F I C I A L  TREES/AND GARliUNDS/AND 

SILVER  BELLS/BACK INTO THE A T T IC  FOR ANOTHER YEAR/T 

HOW QUICKLY THE STORES CAN CHANGE THEIR DISPLAYS

JANUARY WHITE S A L E S . /  HOW SOON THE STREET
SANTAARE’TURNS TO H IS  PLACE/AT THE UNEMPLOYMENT



COMPENSAfiON O F F I C E .  / Y E S ,  THERE !S SOMETHING W (

> I T  IS  THE N A T I V I T Y  STORY I T S E L F * /  THE 3 1 > f  I O f

JESUS IN A MANGER THOSE LONG YEARS A G O . /  THUS IS

AN ASPECT OF C HRISTM AS/THAT SEEMS TO GET LOSTA C L /rffte -

THE SHUFFLE.  / T W O B R e S iWERE PEERING THROUGH

' 0  W - STORE WINDOWS/WME^ THEY
/x P^5\A<r / if  * *
GAM€=ff l  \  LOVELY C R E C H E . /  (ME OF HjHEM R B t A ^ T O /
t \ k THE

CHURCH ISjliVEN TRYING T * 0  TAKE OVER CHRISTM AS1

(►THIS IS  THE SECOND D I M E N S I O N  OF CHRISTMAS. IT

IS NORMALLY GLOSSED O V E R j F O R  THE P LA S TIC  CRECH

IS  A*; j  IN D IC A T IO N  OF HOW THE ' L I T T L E  TOWN OF

BETHLEHEM'/ON THAT N IGHT OF N IG H T S /H A S  SEEN S E N T I ­

MENTALIZED AND THUS MADE U N R E A L . / . L IK E  A MOVIE

THAT WE WATCH FOR AN H & R . / . H A V E  A COOq'CRY OVEfyC'..

AND THEN GO OUT INTO L IV E S  OF DRA3NESS AND ROUTINE

N E S S . / . N O T  THE LEAST 3 1 T CHANGED 3Y THE E X P fE R IE N C



A F IR S T  OF A L L ,  THE CHRISTMAS STORY/CANNOT 3E

APPROACHED AS H IS T O R Y.  / 1T IS  HO1,/ BELIEVED THAT 

THE TWO GOSPELS/THAT TELL OF THE LEGENDS OF 

C H R IS T M A S . /  . MATTHEW TELLIN G  OFjTHE WISE MEM FROM 

THE EA ST.  .j.AND LUKE TELLING  OF SHEPHERDS OF THE

F IE L D  / -  WERE WRITTEN A GOOD F I F T Y  YEARS AFTER THE

THE T t *'
A s H i c t T

OF THE B I R T H . / TH IE  GOSPEL OF NARK. WHICH

WAS WRITTEN SOON AFTER THE L I F E - T I M E  OF JE S U S *  

SURPRIS INGLY MAKES NO MENTION OF THESE LEGENDS 

AT A L L . / . G ! V I N ( ^ O T H I N G  S ALL ABOUT JESUS'  3 IR T M I?

» LUKE TELLS THE STORY OF PASTORAL S I M P L I C I T Y /  A

STORY OF OF KAITH A SHEPHERDS

KEEPING WATCH BY N IGHT OVER I T H E I R  F L O C K , / A i N D  OF

AN ANGEL STANDING BY FILLING THEI^WI TH FEAR. /  AND

OF ANGEL VOICES TELLING  CjTElfOF THE BIRTH OF THE

SAVIOR IN A MANGER. /  AND OF THEIR DETERMINATION  

TO GO AND SEE AND WORSHIP.



^  - 9 -

►THE MAT<THEN STORY IS  COLORED W IT H  GRANDEUR AND

REGAL SPLEN DO R, /A  STORY OF AND PERHAPS £UR PEOPLE

OF W IS D O M , /O F  I N T E L L E C T / I T  TELLS OF THREE WISE

MEN, /S O M E T IM E S  CALLED THREE K IN G S , / l< H O  CAME FROM

THE EAST TO JERUSALEM, /FOL»LOW IN 3 A STAR , / W H I C H

WAS MORE L IK E L Y  AN ASTROLOGICAL S I G H , / THASf LED 

THEM ALSO TO THE MANGER/wHERE THEY PRESENTED THE

NEW-30RN K IN G /W IT H  G IF T S  OF GjJU> AND FRANK-INCENS

AND MYRRH. Cbl/QLy -TT?*!) S *

I T  IS HARD TO MISS THE SYMBOL I S l y  THAT INDICATBS  

A MOVEMENT II I  C O N S C IO U S N E S S . /  DEALING WITH THE 

B I R T H - O F - T H E - C H R I S T  I D E A / I N  HUMAN

. . . T H E  WISE M I N I N O ICATINGTHE AWARENESS COMING 

THROUGH THE I N T E L L E C T . / . A N D  THE SHEPHERDS IN THE 

F l E L D / l N D ICATIMG THE PERCEPTION COMIING TROUGH 

I N T U I T I O N  AND F E E L IN G .

lEVEN THE STORY OF MARY AND JOSEPH R I D IN G  INTO 

BETHLEHEM ON A D O N K B f i .  'AND THERE WAS NO ROOM IN



T f I r“Ht I fill"IN3 SO SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER F IR S T -B O R N  SON,

a n b i l a s / a n d  m u  HIM IN a M A N G E R / .  IS A HIGHLY ROMAN

T I C I Z E D  LEGEND WITH A BEAUTIFUL PERSONALLY SYMBO­

L I C  M E A N I N G . / d E A L I N G  WITH THE AWAKENING IN s n

OUR D I V I N E  D IM E N S IO N .

^OUT OF THE VERY AN TENDENCY TOWARD ' 'SCAPE-GOAT-

ISM "/MANY o rOC ■IS HAVE BEEN PREACHED ABOUT THE

E V I L  I N N - K E E P E R , /T H E  CLASSIC SYMBOL OF IHE  CRUE

AND HARD-HEARTED* M A T E R I A L I S T I C  MERCHANT,/WHO

COULDN'T F IN D  ROOM FOR THE 'B I R T H  OF A K IN G .  /

ACTUALLY THAT SUPPOSED i p  WAS N *O T  A HOWARD

JOHNSON MOTBLXB CONTAINING A PUB F IL L E D  WITH

LOUD AND 3 0 IS T E R 0 U S  R E V E L E R S . / l T WAS L IT T L E  MORE

THAN A IPRO TEC TIVE  ENCLAVEi /wHERE TRAVELERS COUlT d

F IN D  REFUGE/^ROM THE PER I IB S  OF WILD ANIMALS AND
, mlk# a te  a

T H IE V E S .  / I T  WAS WESTERN

CARAVAN C IR C L IN G  THE WAGONS./ WHERE THE PEOPLE

SAT AROUND THE F IR E  . /A N D  SLEPT ON THE GROUND/.
S U M  VFPY MIIFW FYPflSFiY Tfi THF F IF U r M T C



#ACTUALLY% T R A D IT IO N  TO THE CONTRARY H 0 TV.' I THS T AND -

IN G - . / jO S E P H  AND MARY FOUND REFUGE IN A CAVE OF

THE NEARBY H IL S . /W H E R E  THEY WERE QUITE WARMSd /AyxSflTŷ rr pflR TW b
AND / C U T i t ' THE

VERY INNKEEPER/wHO HAS SEEN FOR[SO LONG P IL L O R IE D

AS A ’SCROOGE"OF BETHLEHEM.

# S 0 YOU S E E , / WE KNOW VERY L I T T L E  ABOUT J E S ls T D B ? T Lj' . M l

. BUTjVlHEN WE UNDERSTAND H I S  M I S S 10JOJ I T I V?

REALLY NOT ALL THAT I M P O R W N T . /  I I F  WE PROBE

INTO THE THIRD D V OF W E  CHRISTMAS STOR#,

WE F IN D  THAT JESUS'  B IR TH /H A D  IM P L IC A T IO N S  FAR

m

THE UNIVERSE IS  TOO GRAND AND I N T E L L IG E N T /T O  BE

ENCOMPASSED BY ONE SECTARIAN CONCEPT, /OR L I M I T E D

TO ONE 'B IRTHDAY OF A K I N G . '

JESUS D ID  NOT INTEND TO ESTABLISH A NEW R E L IG IO I / , /

W H  HE CERTAINLY HAD# NO INTENTION OF BECOMING 

THE OBJECT OF W O R S H IP / -  THE l (? IND THAT IS  USUALLY*



INVOLVED IN CHRISTMAS R IT U A L  ' HE D ID  NOT COME TO 

PROCLAIM H IM S E L F ,  BUT YOU A N D J E . . . N O T  TO TELL  

US OF H l £  D I V I N I T Y , / M A K I N G  HIM THE GRIEAT E X C E P T ! 0 

. . (.'BIJT TO TELL US OF OUR D I V I N I T Y , / A M D  TC SHOW IN 

H I S  OVERCOMING/THE GREAT EXAMPLE OF THE ' I  A M ' /  

REACHING ITS  FULL PERSONAL EXPRESSION IN MAN.

SO YOU SEE,  THE GREAT EVENT IN THE L I F E  OF JESUS 

WAS NOT H I S  B I R T H . / . O R  EVEN LATER THE MANNER OF 

H I S  D E A T H . / I T  WAS THE AWAKENING THAT TOOK PLACE 

W ITH IN  HIM DURING THE YEARS OF H I S  GROWTH . / . . T H E  .

DISCOVERY OF THE D I V I N E  DIMENSION IN H I M S E L F . / . .

AND IN YOU AND ME.

FSO, YOU SEE,  IT  IS  THE T»HIRD DIMENSION { £  ; : ; i T i r T -

I4AS/THAT CONTAINS THE V IT A L  LESSON FOR US TODAY/  

AND IF  WE MISS JiLLS LESS O N , / - IR E  REST IS JUST

AN ANNUAL CHARADE WE PLAY . /  AS THE MEDIEVUL MYSTIC
c,<> stcc ffo f

POET S AN G , / 'TH O U G H  CHRIST A THOUSAND T 
JETHLEHAM BE 3 0 R N , / l F  H E 'S  NOT BORN IN

r  o  LO



-  1 O -  * o W * * ^ Y  VV ^ ^ 0 7  $ H i  Oi^YCtx^r 
, 0 /  t» / ^-r r M i/ r f^ A S  te s te s **

^1T IS CFTEN SASD / ^CHRISTMAS'  i l '  FOR C H ILDREM.

BUT T H IS  IS  NORMALLY AN EXCUSE FOR AN UNWILLINGNES

TO LET THE XKX L IG H T  OF THE CHRISTMAS STAR SHINE

ON EACH ONE OF U S /W IT H  IT S  REVEAL I NGty/DEALING

M E S S A G E . / I T  IS  TRUE THAT CHILDREN ARE N O R M A L L ' /

THE FOCUS OF MOST OF OUR PLANS AND P R E P A R A T I O N S /

BUT THERE IS  SO MUCH MJtORE. /  THE CHRISTMAS CON­

S C I O U S N E S S E S  THE RESURGENT YEARNING FOR GROWT^

FOR C H A N G E . / I T  IS  A TIME OF CELE8RA"

T IO N /O F  THE ' I  AM' SELF AT THE HEART OF Y O U / ,

t I N  A WAY IT  IS  FOR CHILD REN ,  FOR IT  DEALS WITH
YUOfi 6k+\ c. tot CD O f  P o f t * 'P A<- ̂

^THE CHRIST CHILD WT8 I N . /  WHEN WE WORSHIP A 86.

CHILD AS VJE DO AT C H R I S T M A S / l €  WORSHIP THE

FUTURE, /WE CELEBRATE NEW DREAMS. /NEW J O S E S /

AND NEW HORIZONS. /

T H I S I ^ T H E  S IG N IF IC A N C E  OF THE SHEPHERDS AND WISE

EMEN WHO CAME TO WORSHIP THE C H I L D . /  THEY WER
tsr&M

CAPTIVATED BY AN IDEA./NOW^TIAN YflU S T I L L  BECOME



ENTHUSED/ABOOT THE C I H R I S T  CHILD m m : '.?  THEYOcfl &/lt/rTdPoTt̂ p/icfiy
GREATEST THING ABOUT L I F E  IS  L I V I N G , / A N D  TO L IV E  

IS  TO KEEP A L I V E / T H E  SENSE OF WONDER,/ROMANCE /  

AND EXPECTANCY.

►A FEW YEARS AGO THE WORLD WAS E X C ITE D LY  L O O K IN G /

FOR THE R A R t f V IS IT  OF THE COMET Y im m x. I T  WAS
b k M j+ 6  Ua d fc c c p  > r  TO f t c  ( M t 9 0 ? A j

A GIANT EXCLAMATION P O I N T . '  IF  YOUCAfrY "&4F tiK< A
WANT TO RECULTIVATE THE C H I L D - L I I I E  EXCITEMENT AND

.ENTHUSIASM FOR L I F E , / P U T  A LARGE-S IZED EX CLAM A - 

'  T I  ON POINT ON YOUR M I R R O R , /  OVER YOUR S I T i K . ^ / A F D  

ON YOUR D E S K . /  WHEN WE LOSE T H IS  SENSE OF 1AHa'* 

SOMETHING IMPORTANT GOES OUT OF US.

THIS  WAS NOT TRUE OF THE SHPHERDS/OR THE MAGI

FROM THE E A S T . / T H E Y  MAY HAVE BEEN OLD M E N . / 8UT 

DHEY HAD *THE WONDER AND AVJE OF A CHILD / T H E  

SHEPHERDS X f J  ’ LET US GO AND SEE T H IS  THING  

THAT HAS COME TO P A S S . ' / A N D  THE WISE MEN WERE 

S T I L L  CHASING STARS AT SEVENTY.



CdOHN RUSK l l j / ' IA?THER L IV E  IN A COTTA«e /

AND WONDER AT E V E R Y T H IN G , /THAN L IV E  111 WARWICK 

CASTLE/AND WONDIER AT (NOTHING.1

IT  IS  THE F E E L IN G  OF ' W £ ] j ' . INSTEAD OF THE 

DREARY ’ LOOK WHAT THE WORLD IS COMING T O ' / - -  

YCU SAY,  'LOOK WHAT IS  COMING INTO THE WORLD 

'WOW'!

CHRESTMAS CALLS TO THE D I V I N E  POTENTIAL W IT H IN  

Y O U , /T H E  GREAT TRUTH THAT WTTHIN Y O U / I S  THE

P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF L I M I T L E S S  L I V I N G . / ,  AND W IT H IN  Y 0 1 /  

IN THE MANGER OF YOUR H E A R T / -  YOU CAN GIVE BIRTH

TO I T . / . I N  AH NEW L IF E  OF OVERCOMING AND TRANSCEND-

ANCE . fcty to /f W - , T o

^ I H I S  IS REALLY THE MESSAGE OF CHARLES D IC K E N S '  

CLASSIC STORY OF CHRISTMAS, ' t  CHPlSTt ' i iC  f v p r n  "

WHICH IS OFTEN DRAMATIZED AT T H IS  S E A S O N / - -  AND

THE LAST OF A LONG L IN E  OF SCROOGES BRING PLAYED 
BY GEORGE C . ,  S C O T T / -  PERHAPS THE PENUL1U?ia1iF



- j (

ING ISr/THE REAL MESSAGE OF THE CAROL !S

WE FOCUS ON SCROOGE AS THE VI

THE SAD TH
H i

IS S E D ,  ^AS

CHRISTMAS. BUT YOU SEE THE CAROL IS l ; , ' i  JUST THE
T --------

STdRY OF BOD CRATCABT /a N D  T IN Y  T I M /B E I N G  HARASSED 

BY MEAN OLD EBENEEZER S C R O O G E . /  I T  IS A DRAMATIC  

STORY OF A MARVELOUS MElAMORPHS I s/THROUGH THE

A C T I V I T Y  OF THE CHRISTMAS S P I R I T .

MFOR YEARS I HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING A ONE-MAN CAM-  

Pfi lGN TO RESTORE D I G N I T Y  FOR SCROOGE. HE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN A ’ BUM R A P ! / F O R  HE HAS BECOME THE CLASSIC 

• W *  CARICATlURB OF THE MEAN AND S E LF IS H  PERSON/

AND WE R ID IC U L E  HIM THROUGH H I S  DWORDS, 'B £ H ,  

HUMBUTGi '

A C T U A L L Y ,THE CHRISTMAS CAROL IS A STORY OF PERSON­

AL GROWTH,/T H E  MIRACLE OF C H A N G E , /AND THE REALITY  

OF THE D I V I N E  POTENTIAL /THAT IS ALWAYS PRESENT 

IN EVEN THE MOST DEPRAVED OF PERSONS.



A

N T0HE E N D , / A S  YOU MAY R E C A L L , / SCROOGE BECAME 

S E N S I T I V E  E M P L O Y E R , / !  SECONJS FATHER TO T IN Y  

T I M .  / H E  VOICED A STRONG C O M M I T M E N T / -  ' I  WILL  

HONOR CHRISTMAS IN MY H E A R T . /A N D  TRY TO KEEP IT  

ALL THE Y E A R . / !  W ILL  L IV E  IN THE P A S T , / THE 

PRESENT, /AND THE FUTURE , / . A ? ' W  THE S P I R I T S  OF ALL 

THREE/SHALL M I M X  S TR IVE  WITH H E . /  ! W IL L  NOT 

SHUT OUT THE LESSONS THEY T E A C H . '

SO INSTEAD OF BEING THE V I L L A I N  OF THE CHRISTMAS  

STORY,/SCROOGE SHOULD 3E THE H E R O / - -  NMfifiXUBXTG 

MUCH IN THE SENSE THAT P A U L /  TRANSCENDED H I S  PAST 

AND BECAME THE MfOST IMPORTANT FIGURE / I N  THE 

C H R IS T IA N  MOVEMENT. /  UNLESS WHAT HAPPENED TO 

SCROOGE HAPPENS TO EACH ONE OF U S , / WE CANNOT

RIGHTLY! SAY/B E ARE c i h r i s t t S a s .

►WE DO A LOT OF G I V I N G  AT C H R I S T M A S . /  I T  IS  AH

IMPORTANT PART OF THE THREE DIMENSIONS OF C H R IS T ­
MAS. /  I D O N ' T  MFAN/ THF CONFORM I TY -R I  iWFM /



0 3 L I  GAT I ON" I M P E L L E D , /  S T A T U S 'S E E K IN G ,  , / A N D  G U I L T -  

PROMPTEO G T l V I N G / r H A T  DRAINS OUR ENERGY/AS WELL 

AS OUR F U N D S . /  ! AM TALKING ABOUT THE G I V IN G  OF

OURSELVES, k \ I C H  NAY OR MAY NOT BE PERFORMED BY

THE PRESENTS OPF3AU3LES. /  

BECOME AWARE OF/AND TO GIVE

8f our n atur e , / sym b o lized  a

WE AR

BIRTH

C A L L 'D  TO 

TO/tHE CHRIST
\1
I! THE N A T I V I T Y / ' -  JESUS

WE SO E A S IL Y \ SO OFTEN D R I F T  INTO A ' G E T T I N G '

CONSCIOUSNESS, / I N  OUR PURSUIT OF THE BINGS OF

SON/WE COMTHE WORLD. / . .  .AND L IK E  THE 

TO KNOW WANT/ lN  OUR FAR COUNTRYT -------------- 7
THINKING AND L I V I N G .

Q
V.*

OF M A T E R I A L I S T I C

SO, CHRISTMAS CALLS US TO WAKE U P ./COME TO OUR­

SELVES,  /AND GET 3ACK INTO A G I V I N G  CONSCIOUSNESS -  

/AND THIS  IS SO BEAUTIFULLY SYMBOLIZED IN CHRISTMAS 

G I V I N G , /O R  I T  SHOULD BE.

/



WHATEVER MAY 8E YOUR PERCEPTION OF THE ’ GREATEST 

STORY EVER D L D ' / - & S  F U L D I  OURSLER CALLS I T ) / \  T 

IS  THE STORY OF THE i f - ;  ;V ; . ■ S I F T  EVER : i i i i  /  

IJOHN 3 .1 7 ]  'GOD SO LOVED i T H E  WORLD THAT HE HAVE 

H IS  ONLY BEGOTTE?N 0 • ® • WHOSOEVER

BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL NOT D I E /BUT SHALL HAVE

EVERLASTING L I F E . '
AS

HOW T H IS  HAS BEEN MISPRESENTED. / .1  GOD SAYING  

JESUS IS  H IS  ONLY S O N , /A N D  THAT ONLY BE SELIE^IN 

ON HIM CAN YOU 3E S A V E D . /

BUT, YOU S E E , / T H E  GREAT G IF T  IS GOD INCARNATING

I J  AND AS MAN. /  SALVATION COMES 3Y 3 E L I E V IHIMSELF

ON T H IS  GODfSELF/OR CHRIST SSlF W IT H IN .

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE Y(J!J.

HE GAVE HIMSELF AS A K B M N f i l  L I V I N G ,  LOVING  

PRESENCE./  AND YOUR L IF E  IS  INTENDED TO 3E A

G I V IN G  E X P E R I E N C E . / . U F E  IS  FOR G IV IN G  /  ' L E T  

YOUR L IG H T  S H I N E . ’ /  BECOME A PART OF THE SOLUTION



0F S O C I E T Y ' S  P R O B L E M S . /  3 E C 0 4 ” A L I G H T - B R I M G E R /

IHSREAD BF A CREPE-HAWSER.

I LOVE THE STORY OF !#HE MAN WHO WENT TO A

QUAKER MEETINGHOUSE ' KNOWING ANYTHING A'' NT

THE UNIQUE STYLE MEETING THEY H A V E . /  THE (JO IN NE­

GATION SAT IN SILENCE FOR A LONG T I M E . /  THE MAN 

WAS P U Z Z LE D , /A N D  WHISPERED TO THE MAM* NEWT TO 

H I M . . / ’ WHEN DCES THE SERVICE B E G I N ? ' /  THE QUAKES

GENTLEMAN RE PL H ) , / X X  ' WHEN THE MEETING IS  Otf ~ 7) >
— .

AND I T  COULD OF S A ID  THAT THE TRUE C H R IS T M A S /  

THE INNER DIMENSION OF C H R IS T M A S , /B E G INIS WHEN THE

DAY OF CELEBRATION IS . /  TH P €•
\ .> SLEEVES-

ROLLED-UP WORK TO BE D O N E . /T H E  NEW CONSCIOUSNESS 

TO R E V E A L , /A  NEW L IG H T  TO S H I N E . /

TOO V IS I O N A R Y ? / Y E T  A SOCIETY THAT CAN PUT MEN

ON THE MOON, AND SEND DRAMATIC PICTURES BAG

TO EARTH OF JHE RINGS OF S A T U R N . . .CERTAINLY



SHOULID 3E READY TO EXPLORE N O  S T E P S / I N  RELEASING

WHAT I CALL THE ‘ ADAi-IIO E ' i E R u Y ' ,  AND BEGIN TO

SEED THE MENTAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE PLANEV WITH NEW

THOUGHTS OF TRANSCENDENT S I G N I F I C A N C E -  ff

BE HAPPY THROUGH THIS  HOLIDAY SEASON, FOR JOY IS  

THE OVERFLOW OF THE CHRISTMAS PRESENCE W IT H IN  YOB. 

BUT TOO,BE SERIOUS ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL R E S P O N S IB I ­

L IT Y  TO BE A L I » H T  U j f f f O  THE WORLD

DON’ T FALL BACK ON THE AGE OLD COP-OUT THAT

YOU ARE ONLY O N E . . .W H A T  CAN ONE PERSON DO?

’ I AM ONLY ONE -  BUT I AM ONE.
I C A N 'T  DO EVERYTHING,  BUT I CAN DO SOM TH r, i p'■* b

AND WHAT I OUGHT

( G . 3 . S )  'GOD HAS CREATED A WORLD SO WONDERFUL,
ONLY OUR BLINDNESS AND IGNORANCE CAN KEEP 

I I T  FROM PERFECT E X P R E S S IO N . '

MAY EVERY 'MERRY CHRISTMAS'  OR 'HAPPY HANNUKAH'
SAY ' MAMASKAR' I SALUTE THE D I V I N I T Y  IN YOU

AND MAY WE Al l  SAY V/ITH TINY TIM 'f irm rupee lie


