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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATES YOU 12/ 21/86

StiH, IT  IS N ’ T THE HOLLY, IT  IS N 'T  THE SNOW, . 
' S t  IS N 'T  THE TREE, OR THE FIR ELIG H TS GLOW, 
( j T ' S  THE FLAME THAT GOES FROM THE HEART OB MAN 

M E N  CHRISTMAS LOVE IS  ABROAD AG AIN .
^ 0  GREAT THE S H IN IN G , SO I PURE THE BLAZE,
P f  REACHES BEYOND THROUGH THE STELLAR WAYS, 

S n d  TH IS  IS  THE SIGNAL THAT MAKES THEM KNOW 
<tfE HAVE HEARTHS AND HOMES AND CHEER BELOW.
Wt?Y, GODS AND ANGELS WALK BY THE LIGHT  
THAT STREAMS FROM THE EARTH ON CHRISTMAS NIGH  
( - -  ANGELA MORGAN —

THE SJLfiHT AND SOUNDS AND SMELL OF CHRISTMAS/ARE i 

IN THE A I R . / I T  IS  A MAGIC T IM E / .T H E  SING ING  OF' 

CAROLS,/THE TRIMMING OF THE TR EE,/TH E CANDLE­

LIGHT AND T IN S E L /T H E « S P R IG S  OF MI STtETO E, / THEl • 

GREAT TREE AT RADIO C IT Y ,/T H E  SANTA CLAUSES

RINGING THEIR L ITTLE  BELLS ON STREET C O R N E R S /. 

AND CHRISTMAS CRECHES EVERYW HERE/RETELLING THE 

.SfTORY OF JOSEPH AND MARYLAND THE STABLE OF THE ,

in n  of b e t h l e h e m / w here t h e r e  h a d s  beeS n no  r o o m ,
/  /O F  THE««t

AND THE WISE MEN AND SH 5PH ER D S/.A N D  THE STAR |



I T  WAS A BEAUTIFUL L IT T L E  PLACE THAT PRIDED  

IT S E L F  ON IT S  PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE. TWO CENTURIE!  

LATERf I T  HAD BECOME A HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.

IT  BECAME A PLACE OF DISORDER AND DISCORDANT 

N O ISES. THROUGH THE YEARS THE NAME BBTHLEHEM 

IN DIALECT BEOAME 'B ED LA M '. AND NOW, WHEN WE 

THINK OF NOISE OR CONFUSION, WE SAY 'THE PLACE 

WAS A BEDLAM.'

AND SOMETIMES I WjONDER,//WHEN WE KEEP THE FORM 

BUT FORGET THE S P IR IT  OF C H R ISTM A S,//IF  IT  DOES' 

NOT BECOME L ITTLE  MORE THAN A ’ BEDLAM' - AS IT  

DETER I ORATES, [/L IK E  THE WORD/FROM THE B E A U TI-
FUL SYMBOL OF THE BETHLEHEM STORY.

1 — - - * ■
ON THE P O SIT IV E  SIDE "  CHRISTMAS IS AN ETERNAL 

SYMBOL OF LIGHT AND JOW AND PEACE AND LOVE - -  

A SYMBOL OF THE REBIRTH OF THE BETTER SELF OF
THE PERSON. EVEN THE MOST HARDENED IN D IV ID U A L

S o f t  t h q u h w s

HAS SOMETHING GOOD COMING TO THE FORE AT TH IS TIN



AT OTHER TIMES SOME PEOPLE EMPHASIZE DESPAIR AND 

GLOOM, CRYING OUT, 'LOOK WHAT fHE WORLD IS  COMING 

IO l ’ BUT AT CHRISTMASTIME, THERE IS A TENDENCY

TO EMPHASIZE INSTEAD, 'LOOK WHAT HAS COME INTO 

THE WORLD!'

USUALLY, BEFORE WE ARE FAR INTO THE SEASON WE 

HEAR TALK OF/ THE COMMERC IA LISM  OF CHRISTMAS. BUT 

WHO CAN KNOW WHAT CHAIN REACTION MAY S TA R T/lN  THE 

ONENESS OF JOSTLING CROWDS^ALL BENT ON F IN D IN G  

WAYS OF G IV IN G ,/O R  FROM THE TOOTLING OF A SALVA­

TION ARMY BAND,//OR EVEN FROM ITH E  TINNY CAROLS 

COMING OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM IN BLOOMING’ 

DALES? LOST AS IT  MAY SEEM W ITHIN THE PREOCCUPA­
TION WITH T R IV IA ,//T H E  GREAT ENERGY OF S P IR IT  IS  

W ITHIN THE CHRISTMAS THEME ./'AND AT TH IS TIME OF 

THE YEAR ̂ COMMERCIAL ISM AND ALL,//WE ARE CLOSER 

TO 'PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL DO M E N './TH A N  AT 

ANY OTHER TIME OF OUR L IV E S .



IJL IS  AS j j  HtAS BEEN FOR RELIGION GENERALLY/- 

V/HERE THE S P IR IT  HAS BEEN BURIED IN FORM AND

th e /t r u th  l i e s  u n d is c o v e r e d /th r o u g h  THE PERPETUA­

TION OF DOGMA./ SO THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION HAS 

INVOLVED FOR SO MANY/lNTO WHAT/PH I U P  W YLItB  

fjCALLS #THE H O P P E D -U P ./P R E S S U R E -LA D E N /S W U S -

IS E E K IN G ,/C O M P E TIT IV E  DEGRADATION OF CHRISTMAS.."
* ■■ ***" ' "

NOW LET ME SAY .J. I BELIEVE IN CHRISTMAS ./A N D  I 

ilEVER FIND IT  D IF F IC U L T /T O  ERECT THE FACADE YEAR 

AFTER YEAR./O R TO ENGAGE IN THE FULL BROAD RANGE 

BF CHRI?STMAS M A G IC ./  BUT I TH IN K . FOR MEy'1 THE 

REASON THE INVOLVEMENT COMES EASY/AND WITH A 

CONSJNTLY RENEWED ENTHUSIASM /lS  THAT I REMIND 

MYSELF THERE IS  SOMETHING SO MUCH MORE THAN THE 
FACADE INVOLVED. Ott/Kfi, I kM
, i t  is  l i k e d  vmsmmun c o v e r in g  a  ro a d

M A R K E R ./lT  IS  INTENDED TO POINT TO SOMETHING,/ 
.B U T IT  LOSES ITS  MEANINg/ | F  WE SLAVISHLY ERECT



THE MARKER YEAR AFTER YEAR/WITH NO ATTEMPT TO

F ollo w  i t s  d i r e c t i o n . / S eJ uB) s a i d , ' f o l l o w  m e 1,

*NOT WQRSHIP M ET AS f iH E  ORIENTALS S A Y ,/'D IH E  

TEACHER POINTS TO THE T R U T H /.T H E S W E N T  WORSHIPS 

THE P O IN T E R .'^ N  OTHER WORDS THE CHRISTMAS FACADE 

IS  NOT AN E N D ,/B U T A POINTER SUGGESTING A 

JOURNEY, (HCoHSaoi/Men-

IF  (TH E  CHIEF REASON FOR DOING WHAT WE DO AT

C hristm as / is  t h a t  we h a v e  a lw a y s  do ne  i t . / . . i ! ie n

THE ' ALWAYS/ i s  VERITABLY IMPRINTED ON THE 

BAUBLE/AND DECORAT IO N /A N D  COLORFUL PARAPHER- 

n a l iz / t h a t  WE CAREFULLY PACK AWAY IN DUSTY
a t t i c / to  b# e r e t r ie v e d  e a c h  s u c c e e d in g  s e a s o n

AS WE DUTIFULLY AND SO M ETIM E/W EARILY SUCCUMB 

TO THE ANNUAL FEVER.

T3NE MAY FEEL THAT IT  IS  A M ATTEl/OF BEING LOYAL

TO A TIME-HONORED TRAD I T l O N ./a LMOST AS IF  IT  
WERE LIKE A 'GREAT HISTORIC CREED’/O F  R E LIG IO N .



ID YOU KNOW THAT THE OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS AS

fA h o l id a y / was NOT ESTABLISHED IN A M E R Ity /U N T IL

THE LAST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY?/DOES THAT
-  --------  « ------------------- *  «

SURPRISE YOU?

AND-EVCN-^ TOK , / 'D I D  YOU KNOW THAT THE EARLY

p i l g r i m $ / n o t  ONLY FROWNED UPON A SEASON OF

'MAKING M ERRY/'BUT THAT IT  WAS AGAINST THE LAW 

/ l N  1659 THE COLONY OF MASS./PASSED A LAW THAT 

)  READ,/'WHOSOEVER SHALL BE FOUND OBSERVING ANY i 

SUCH DAY AS CHR6TMAJ/EITHER BY FORBEARING OF 

LA B O R ,/^EA STIN G , OR IN ANY OTHER WAY,/SHALL BE 

FINED F IV E  S H IL L IN G S .'

Ij FOR MANY YEARS PEOPLE WH(|/rEFUSED TO WORK ON
|  c h r is t m a s / e i t e r  WENT to  j a i l / or PAID F IN E S /

jASK THE QUESTION, 'WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN?'/ 
A N D *TH E  AVERAGE P E R S O N ,/IF  HE CAN GET OUT OF 

THE SANTA CLAUS SYNDROME FOR A MNUTE /  M IG H W



' / CHRISTMAS

i BUT IF  THERE IS  ONE THING DECENBER 25TH IS  

N O T , / IT  IS  THE DAY JESUS WAS BO RN./ THERE IS  

NO HISTORICAL RECORD OF M I  OF THE EARLY L IF E  

OF JESUS,/O NLY A V a Ir IE T Y  OF CONFLICTING  

L E G E N D S ./T H E  FA C I IS . / .W E  REALLY DON'T KNOW 

WHEN JESUS WAS B O R N /.N O R  DO WE KNOW VERY MUCH

5

)

ABOUT THE C IR C U M S W C E S ./ NOT EVEN TH*E SEASON 

OF THE YEAR IS  C E R T A IN ./ THE DATEJDEC. 25T H , 

WAS ARBITRARILY SET/BY A NOW OBSCURE CHURCH 

H IS T O R IA N /lN  THE 6TH CENTURY AD./AND WITHOUT 

ANY QUEST 10 ^ / THE DATE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE 

ROMAN FEAST OF SATURNALIA/WHICH OCCURRED AT

THIS TIM E./SATURN WAS THE OLD MAN WHO LIVES AT 

THE NORTH POLE,/WHO CAME TO THE CHILDREN WITH 

A SPRIG OF EVERGREEN/(THE C H RJtTJlAS T R E E ) , 
AND WHO OBVIOUSLY IS  THE PAGAN F IG U R E  THAT 

4L E D  TO fSANTA CLAUS.



^D UR IN G  THE ROMAN SATURNALIA THERE WAS A FESTIVE  

^ E  LE BRAT I O N L A S T IN G  SEVEN D A Y S /^  HOUSES WERE 

DECORATED WITH LAURELS AND EVERGREENS./PRESENTS 

WERE EXCHANGED/AND GAMES WERE PLA YE D ./ WBRK WAS 

SUSPENDED,/SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED./NO PUNISHMENTS 

WERE IN F L IC T E D ,/A N D  NO WARS WERE F O U G H T ./ DOLL 

FAIRS WERE HELD,/AND TOYS WERE GIVEN TO CHIUOREN

WHEN THE CHRISTIAN AND ROMAN« ,S O  YOU S E E /

■)WORLD WERE U N IT E D ./T H E  CHRISTIANS SIMPLY ABSORBE 

THE ROMAN TR AD ITIO NS.
Mst-f t)t7vy rr.

SCHOLARS NOV^SAY THERE WAS AN ERROR/lN COMPU­

TING THE YEARS OF JESUS B IR T H /T H A T  IT  WAS 

PROBABLY FOUR OR F IV E  YEARS E A R L IE R ./ SO IF  

ANNO DOMINI ( 'T H E  YEAR OF OUR LORD) F IX E S  

THE CALENDAR TO BEGW WITH THE BIRTH OF JESUS,

)
WE MAY NOW BE COMING TO THE/bLOSE OF ] 2 £ Q , / A N D  

WITH THE NEW YEAR USHERING IN y j 2 J .

TFo W



H V E R Y  YEAR CHRISTIAN PURISTS AND FUNDAMENTALISTS

S t r ik e  u p  th e  r e f r a in , / ' l e t ' s r u t  c h r is t  back

INTO CHRISTMAS! /  IT  IS  REMINISCENT OF TW E STORY 

OF TWO WOMEl/LOOKING AT A BEAUTIFUL CRECHE IN

A F IF T H  AVENUE STORE W INDOW ./ ONE OF THEM S ? A ID ,
. CHURCH IS  

'JUST LOOK AT THAT'^THE I IH IM A I I ID IA m  EVEN TRY INI

TO TAKE OVER CHRISTM AS!'

'BUT COMMERCIALISM IS  NOT WHAT IS  WRONG WITH

C H R IS T M A S ./ IT  IS  S T ILR L  COMMERCE/WHETHER IT  IS ’ 
THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF BIBLES OR BAUBLES.

IF  THERE t  PROBLEM WITH C H R IS TM A s/lT  IS  

NOT MATERIAL ISM . / .B U T  A FAI s f  RFI m in u s  iM v m v i

MENJ. THE THREE WISE M «N ,/TH E STAR OF BETHLE­
HEM, / and  tbe  ba b e  in  th e  m a n g e r / th e  m y s t e r y

„ AND AC M IR A C LE ./.TH E S E  MAKE IT  TEMPTING AND
e a s y / fo r  US TO FORGET WHAT THE WHOLE THING IS
A B O U T ./F O R  THEY DEAL WITH SOMETHING OF ANOfHEi



- 10-

ANOTHER WORLD/TNAT APPEARS TOTALLY 

^IRRELEVENT TO OURS.

A*ffl WE CAN ENGAGE IN IT ./U S E  TIHE THEME F(®R  

DECORAT IO N S ,/S IN G  THE CAROLS./DRAMATIZE THE 

S T O B IE S ./P A S E  THE WHOLE G L IT T E R IN G SPECTACLE 

AS A FACADE OVER OUR LIVES /. .A N D  NOT REALLY 

GET INVOLVED IN I T . /

THE WHOLE STORY OF T H E 'L IT T L E  TOWN OF BETHLEHEM/ 

•ON THAT NIGHT OF NIGHTS/HAS BEEN S E N T IM E N T A L IZ E ! 

AND THUS MADE U N R E A L./ L IKE A M fOVIE THAT WE 

WATCH FOR AN HO UR./.HAVE A GOOD CRY O V E R /..A N D  

THEN GO OUT INTO L IVES OF DRABNESS AND ROUTINE­
N E S S ./ .NOT THE LEAST B IT  CHANGED BY THE EXPE­
RIENCE.

SINCE IT  IS  NOW BELIEVED BY BIBLE SCHOLARS/THAT 

|THE TWO GSPELS THAT TELL THE LEGENDS OF CHRISSMA! 

; MATHHEW TELLING OF ^ R ^ S N R X X H
■ 6 » W , / a ND UiKE TELLING OF SHEPHERS OF THE F IE LD



WERE WRITTEN A GOOD F IF T Y  YEARS AFTER THE TIME 

TOF H?TE B IR T H ,/A N D  QUITE OBVIOUSLY USING THE 

ACCOUNT OFTBJEJ.^W RITTEN SOON AFT«ER THE O H E  

O M ^ ^ r f r T T /S U R P R IS IN G L Y T M g  MAKES NO MENTION 

OF THESE LEGENDS AT A iL L . A'**"*- 
SO THE COLORFUL STORY OF CHRISTM ASES UNDOUBT­

EDLY A HIGHLY IDEALIZED ACCOUNT,/ INTENDED TO 

BE SYMBOLIC OF A MOVEMENT IN CONSCIOUSNESS./

• DEALING WITH THE B IRTH/O F THE CHRIST IDEA IN 

HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS:/THE WISE MEN INDICATINGI I I

THE AWAttNESS C O M IN G  THROUGH THE I NTELLECT/ .  

AND THE SHEPHERDS IN THE F IE L D /IN D IC A T IN G  THE 

PERCEPTION COMING THROUGH I N TU ITDN AND FEELING

EVEN THE STORY OF MARY AND JOSEPH R ID ING  INTO 

BETHLEHEM ON A DONKEY./. .AND "THERE WAS NO ROOM IN 

iJHE IN N ; SO SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER FIRST-BORN  

SONAND LAID HIM I I^ A N G E R . . / . IS  A HIGHLY ROMAN­

TIC IZED  LEGENI/W ITH A BEAUTIFUL PERSONALLY SYM-



BOLIC MEANING/DEALING WITH IHE AWAKENONG IN US 

TQF OUR D IV IN E  D IM ENSIO N.

AND AS A S ID E L IG H T ,/S O  MANY SERMONS HAVE BEEN 

PREACHED ABOUT THE INNKEEPE0HHO HAS BECOME 

THE CLASSIC SYMBOL OF THE CSUEL/HARD-HEARTED, 

M A TE R IA L IS T IC  MERCHANT,/WHO COULDN'T FIND ROOM 

FOR THE ’ BIRTH OF A K IN G . ' /  ACTUALLY THAT SUP­

POSED i p  WAS NOT A /HOWARD JOHNSON MOTEL TO 

. BE FOUND ON THE H IG H W A Y ./ IT  WAS LI1TTLE MORE 

THAN A PROTECTIVE ENCLAVE/THERE TRAVELERS 

COULD FIND REFUGE/FROM THE PERILS OF WILD
K tjtra * CRatify O&T 4

ANIMALS AND T H IO V E S ./ MARY AND JOSEPH FOUND’' * ’ 
REFUGE IN A CAVE ON THE NEARBY H ILLS ./Q U IT E  

POSSIBLY LED THERE BY THE VERY INNKEEPER/WHO 

HAS BEEN FOR SO LONG P ILLO R IE D /A S  HARD-HEARTED.

j?0 YOU SEE WE KNOW VERY L ITTLE  ABOUT JESUSfBlRTH 

OR THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING IT ,/A N D  WHEN WE 

UNDERSTAND H IS  M IS S IO N , / | T  IS  REALLY N o |MALLTffl Al



SOON YOU W ILL  DISSEMBLE THE FASADE AND PACK AWAY 

THE COLORFUL PARAPHERNALIA. BUT THE TRUE C ELE­

BRATION THAT IS CHRISTMAS HAS JU STIB EG U N . IF  YOU 

HAVE EXPERIENCED, EVEN FOR A MOMENT, THE TRUE 

HAPPENING, THEN Y«U HAVEIDISCOVERED THAT YOU (SAN 

REMOVE THE MASK AND BE YOUR TRUE S E LF .  YOU WILL  

F IN D  IT  PROGRESSIVELY EASIER TO BE LO VIN G , FOR­

G I V I N G ,  P A T IE N T ,  AND PEACEFUL. MAY EVERY DAY OF 

1984  BE A CELEBRATION OF YOUR TRUE S E LF .

EVERY DAY WERE CHRISTMAS,
HOW D IF FE R E N T  L IF E  WOULD 3 E ,
IF  NOT ONE DAY BUT ALL THE YEAR 
WERE RULED BY C H A R ITY .

HAD WE THE F A IT H  IN MIRACLES  
A CHILD HAS//CHRISTM8B MORN,
EACH DAY WOULD BE LO VE 'S  MANGER 
AND CHRIST WOULD BE REBORN^

T iT U s” AGAIN TO CHANGE AND HEAL 
OUR OUSWORN WARS AND WAYS -  
HAD WE A C H I L D '31 OR SHEPHERDS G IF T  

: FOR WONDERMENT AND PR A ISE!



YET EVERY DAY IS  CHRISTMAS  
WHEN WE HAVE LEARNED Tl L IV E  
BY L O V E 'S  LAW, LEARNED NOT HOW TO GET 
BUT ONLY HOW TO G IV E :

AND L IK E  A CHILD CAN W O N D E R .. .
AND L IK E  A CHI ED CAN PRAY,
BUT HAVE THE GROWN UP WISDOM 
TO GIVE OURSELVES AW AY.'

MERRY L O V E - G IV IN G !


