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THE CHRISTMAS PRESENCE T- P 'c  i z . r r

THE S IG H T * /A N D  SOUNDS/AND SMELL/OF CHRISTMAS ARE 

IN THE A I R . / H E R A L D I N G  ONCE A G A I N / T H I S  BEAUTIFULLY

s t r a n g e / a n d  s t r a n g e l y  b e a u t i f u l  s e a s o n / o f  s u c h

S T R IK IN G  c o n t r a s t s . /  i t  i s  a m a g i c  t i m e . . / . a n d  i t

J S  A TRAGIC T IM E .

» MAGIC. BECAUSE OF THE WAY I T  TRANISFORMS/STREETS  

AND STORES AND HOMES/FROM THE ROUTINE AND PRO-  

S A I C / l N T O  A LAND OF F A N T A S Y l /A N D  DREAMS/AND 

A SPEC IA L  CHRISTMAS GLOW.

► i t  IS  a T R A G IC T I  M E ' ‘BECAUSE THE M IA G IC  IS  XKXK 

IL L U S IO N , /A N D  BEHIND THE FACADE OF T IN S E L  AND 

M ISTLETO E/TH ER E IS OFTEN A WIDESPREAD LONELINESS
^  Pa? or/y

AND E M P * T I N E S S . . . A N D  I r i F C H A R A D E  OF G I F T - G I g I N G

/ u n d e r  UN B E LIE V A B LE p r e s s u r e s / o f  CONFORM IT Y /A N D

0 B L I 8 A T I 0 N / A N D  G U I L T . W T U P  WYLIE1 SOUNDS A 

D IS T IN C T L Y  'BAH HUMBUG' TONE/WHENfc HE REFERS TO 

THE ' H O P P E D -U P , /P R E S S U R E -LA D E N , /  S TA TUS -SEEK I NG</

CO M PETIT IVE  DEGRADATION OF C H R IS T l l f A S . '• *



WHAT IS IT  ALL ABOUT, ANYW AY?/i l lHA T IS T H E l  M f t A N -

ING OF C H R IS T M A S ? /  A COLLEGE PROFESSOR WAS G IV IN G

h

A WORD-ASSOC I AT I ON T t E S T , / A N D  ftAS IT  WAS IN THE 

HOLIDAY S E A S O N , / f iT T N C L U D E D  BNK THE WORD CHRISTMAS
ItON A WHI M . THdSTUDENTS WERE BEING ASKED/TO WRITE
fl!DOWN THE VERY F IR S T  WORD/THAT CAME TO THEM -  IN

f . . (4J0H0 L/AS
IS  C A S E , / W « M  T H E lT a e f f i f f T J g  CHRISTMAS. LATER,

ON GOING OVER THE T 0 S T , / T H E  PROFESSOR DISCOVERED

THAT/NOT ONE PERSON HAD MENTIONED JESU TS.  THERE

WERE SUCH WORDS AS SANTA C L A U S , /C H R IS T M A S  T R E E /

C A R O L S , / G I F T S , / C A N D L E S , / H O L L Y , / M I S T L E T O E .

I AM SURE WE COULD ASK MANY PERSONS, 'WHAT DOES

CHRISTMAS MEAN?' AND AFTER THE PERSON FOCUSES HUS

ATTENTION BEYOND THE 'SANTA CLAUS SYNDROME', H E*

M lf iHJ  SAY, ' I

BUT, YOU KNOW ,/ IF  THERE IS ONE THING DECEMBER 25

IS  N O T , / I T  B THE DAY JESUS WAS BBRNI/THERE IS

NO H IS TO R IC A L  RECORD OF ANY OF THE EARLY L IF E
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OF J E S U S . . / O N L Y  A *  V A R I I E T Y  OF C O N F L IC T IN G  LEGENDS

/WE REALLY D O N 'T  KNOW/WUELN JESUS WAS B O R N . / .N O R  DO

WE KNOW MUCH ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES. / NOT

EVEN ig f t t f  THE SEASON OF THE Y E A R , I S  C E R T A I N . /  IN

FACT SCHOLARS NOW SAY/THERE WAS AN ERROR IN COM­

M U T A T I O N ,  /^ N D  THAT THE B IRTH WAS PR 08A B LY/F0U R  OR

F IV E  YEARS E A R L IE R .  SO IF  ANNO D O M I N I . THE  YEAR

r : / f

&B1RTH OF J E S U S , / w
K r r  '

‘'OF 1 9 M , / W I T H  THE

IT  POINTS UP THE R E L A T IV IT Y  OF T IM E .

THE DECEMBER 25TH D A T 0 V A S  A R B IT R A R IL Y  SET /B Y  A 

NOW OBSCURE CHURCH H I S T O R I A N / l N  THE 6TH CENTURY 

/AND WITHOUT O U E S T IO N / lT  WAS INFLUENCED 8Y THE RCMHN 

FEAST OF SATU RN ALIA . /W H IC H  OCCURRED A T/tH IS  T IM E .

THERE IS  AN IN T E R E S T IN G /-A N D  TQ SO M E/D ISTU RB IN G -

L IN K  IN H IS T O R Y /B H l t N  l iEGAN TO SEE T H E f U T I L I T Y  0 
MARTYRING C H R IS T l ' lA N S /T O  I P U T  DOWN THE SPREAD OF



-sp
THE C H R IS T IA N  MOVEMENT./WHICH THEY SAW TO SE A 

THREAT TO THEjfEMPIREJ>/<THEY ADOPTED C H R IS T IA N I T Y  AS 

THE STA TE£ e U G I O N / A S  A MEANS OF CONTROLLING I T . /  

DURING THE PERIOD OF THfE ROMAN IZ A T I  ON OF C H R IS ­

T IA N !  T Y . /T H E Y  E F F E C T IV E L Y  EMASCULATED THE SIMPLE  

TRUTHS OF JESUS/AND IN S T IT U T IO N A L IZ E D  THE UN-  

SIRUCTURED MOVEMENT OF JESUS' F O L L O W E R S . /  THE
cftR 15

S t t f t E  MOVEMENT WAS T H R U S T / lN T O  ROMAN TEMPLES OF 

STATUARY AND PfOMP AND CEREMONY. /  J E S iU S  WAS MADE

TO a m  HIS PLAIN COURSE g a r m e n t s / f o r  THE IM PERIAL

PURPLE AND A JEWELED C R O W N ./  A GRADUATED P R I E S T I -  

HOOD WAS F O R M E D . / T H E  NUNS TOOK THE PLACE OF THE 

VESTAL V I R G I N S , / A N D  THE EMPEROR BECAME THE P O P E . /  

THE ROMAN SENATE/BECAME THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS.  

THE ROMAN EMPIRE BECAME/THE# HOLY ROMAN EM PIR E . / .  

AND THERE WERE INTRODUCED BELLS/AND/CANDLES/AND  

VESTMENTS/AND CEREMONIALS/AND IN C A N T A T IO N S . /  I T  

BECAME 'ACCESS TO GOD THROUGH MEDIUMSHIP OF THE
c h u r c h :



I T  WAS A LONG
LJ a

FROM G A L I L E E . /  I MENTION ALL

T H IS  B E C A U S E /T H IS  IS  WHERE THE BULK/t lF  f l H E  C H R IS -

MAS T R A D IT IO N S  ORIGINATED . / T H E  FEAST OF SATURNALIA

WAS A SEVEN DAY PERIOD OF CELEBRATION. /  HOUSES

WERE DECORATED/WITH LAURELS AND EVERGREENS./WORK

WAS SUSPENDED . /S C H O O LS  WERE C LO S E D ,/N O  PUNISHMENTS

WERE I N F L I C T E D , / A N D  NO WARS WERE F O U G H T . /  §ND.. .

FATHER SATURNl/CAME DOWN FROM THE WORTH POLE/W ITH

TOYS FOR THE CHSlLD REN. / SOUND F A M IL IA R ?

HOWEVER IN T K  ROMAN IZ A T I  ON OF THE C H R IS T IA N  CHURC 

/THE CELEBRFATION OF CHRISTMAS/WAS NEVER QUITE
Prr rue „.t»
M B E  A S ^ S iT U R N A L lA y l  . U N T I L  RECENT TIMES IN AMERICA 

/ / D I D  YOU KNOW THAT THE OBSERVANCE/OF CHRISTMAS AS

a h o l i d a y / was  n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a m e r i c a / u n t i l

THE LAST HALF/OF THE 19TH CENTURY? THE EARLY 

P IL G R IM S  NOT ONLY/FROWNED ON A SEASON OF MAKING 

M ER RY,/BU T IT WAS AGAINST THE L A W . /  IN 1 6 5 9  THE 

COLONY OfM ASSACHUSETTS PASSED A LAW THAT READ -



/ / ' WHOSOEVER SHALL BE FOUND/OBSERVING ANY SUCH 
DAY AS C H R IS T M A S , /O R  THE L I K E . / E I T H E R  BY FOR­
BEARING OF LABOR,/ F E A S T  I N G . /O R  IN ANY OTHER 

U W A Y , /S H A L L  BE F IN E D  5 S H I L L I N G S . '

FOR MANY YEARS PEOPLE/WHO REFUSED TO WORK ON 

C H R IS T M A S /E I  THER WENT TO J A I L  />R PAID F I N E S . /  

AND LOOK AT US NOW*

EVERY YEAR WE HEAR* THE VOICE OF CONCERN/THAT  

CHRISTMAS HAS BECOME TOO M A T R R I A L I S T I C /  ' I  F T ' S  

PUT CHRIST BACK INTO C H S R I S T M A S M H E Y  C R Y . /  IT  IS  

L IK E L Y  T H IA T  BACK IN ROMAN T IM E ^ /T H E R E  WAS A 

S IM IL A R  C R Y , / ' L E T ' S  PUT SATURN BACK INTO SATURNA­

L I A .  /THERE IS  ALWAYS T IE  I N T l i M A T I O N / T H A T  THE 

MERCHANT IS  A KIND OF SftROOGE/WHO IS WRINGING  

H IS  HANDS IN D E L IG H T /A S  JOHN Q. PUBLIC DANCES TO 

H IS  TUNE. ffKMUCH BETTER SLOGAN WOULD BE TO PUT 

OURSELVES BACK INTO CHRISTMAS* THE PROBLEM IS NOD 

THE B UYIN^bF G I F T S , / A N D  CERTAINLY 1WE C A N 'T  OVER­

LOOK THE FACT/THAT AS BUSINESS PROSPERS,/THE



ECONOMY IMPROVES,ANC^E ALL B E N E F I T . /  OF, COURSE/  

THERE IS  COMMERCIALISM IN V O L V E D , /B U T  IT  IS S T I L L

c o m m e r c e / whSe t h e r  I T  IS  THE/MANUFACTURE AND SM.E

OF B IB L E S  OR BAUBLES.
C/i H  S T  M A S

THE PROBLEM IS  NOT THAT W f H l S  O V E R -M A T E R IA L IS ­

T I C ,  /B U T  THAT PEOPLE TEND TO & M b£ £ t THE S P IR IT U A  

I DEALS/OF THE HOLY DAY/F O R  A S U P E R F IC IA L  R E L I ­

GIOUS INVOLVEMENT ON WHAT BECOMES A HOLLOW DAY.
Por f f A/ C oprne o ? ~

AGAIN THE NEED IS TO /PU T OURSELVES BBCK INTO
.  Bê OTiFXA.

CHRISTMAS. / T O  SEE IT  AS A m e m  SEASO^/OF LOVE 

AND S H A R I N G / O F  PULLING OUT ALL THE BEST STOPS 

OF OUR NATURE/AND PRA CTIC ING  THE PRESENCE OF 

CHRISTMAS. / A N D  THAT IS THE K E Y . / . . THE CHRISTMAS 

PRESENCE .  / F O R  THE ESSENCE THAT IS C H R IS T M A S / IS  

NOT L IM IT E D  TO A DAY OR A S E A T S O N . /  CHRISTMAS AND 

ALL IT S  TRAD IT IO N S /A N D  LEGENDS/AND ITS  JOY AND 

P E A C E / lS  BUT THE A C T IV IT Y  OF GOD/MOVING THROUGH 

THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF P E O P L E / lN  A BEAUTIFULLY



SPONTANEOUS WAY. / O F  COURSE FACADE

COURSE THE MBTLETOE/S PLA S TIC  AND THE CRECHE
, Ccofirrr

F IG UR ES/AR E PLASTER AND P A P I E R - M A C H E , / A W  THE 

SANTA CLAUSe I / W I T H  THE S U IT  AND MANNER THAT DQI  

NOT F I T / W I L L  SOON BE BACK AGAIN IN L I N E / A T  THE
' ^,4= re,t

, AND H i l t

DAY AFTER C H R IS T M A S /T H ®  TREES AfND GARLANDS W ILL  

COME DOWN/AND THE CHRIUMAS PARAPHERNAIIB W ILL  BE 

PACKED AW AY/IN  A T T IC S  AND STORE-ROOMS/FOR ANOTHER 

YEA R .. / .A N D  THE STORES W ILL  MAKE/A QUICK TRANSITION  

TO JANUARY W H f lT E  SALES. /  THEN WHAT IS THE P O IN T ?

OPPORTUN

SEASO N /l

LEVEL OF M A N K IN D / lS  AT ITS  Z E N I T H .

V M  MAY BE AN IMPORTANT OUTLET/FOR THE S P IR IT U A L  

FLOW INTO THE WORLD./SO THAU THE BALANCE IS T IPPED

/ '
THERE WERE NO CHRISTMA§/WE WOULD HAVE TO INVENT ON



CHRISTMAS IS L IK E  AN O A S I S / l N  A H E C T IC ,  S T R I F E -

TORN W O R L D /A N D ^ m ^ D A R K  C R Y , / 'W H A T  IS THE WORLD

COMING T O ? . . / .A H ®  WflSN WE 'LOOK CTp IN C H I L D - L I K E

WONDER IN THE W l f l T  E F / l OOK WHAT IS COMING I NTO 

THE WORLD . 1

I T  IS  OFTEN S A I D , / ’ CHRISTMAS IS FOR C H I L D R E N . /  

YES, AND FOR THE L IT T L E  C H IL D /W r V H IN  THE HEART 

OF EACH OF US. t E L I Z .  AKERS ALLEN] S I N G S , / ' BACKWARD 

TURN BACKWARD,/Q TIME IN YOUR FI I G H T . /  MAKE MF A 

CHjLD A G A IN /J U S T  FOR TON I T E . * /  I CAN ASSURE YOU 

TWAT AT T£ BUTTERWORTH H O U S E /-  OLGA AND I BTECOME 

CHILDREN AGAIN FOR A F O R T N I G H T . /  WE LOVE CHRISTMAS: 

AND ALL ITS/SYMBOLS AND TRAD I Tl ONS./. .AND WE MANAGE 

TO ADD A FEW TRADIT IO N S OF OUR O W N . /  WE HAVE FUH
UP

ERECTING THE F A C A D E . /  WE PUT^OUR TREE W / R I G H T  

AFTER THANKSGIVING/AND IT  WILL STAY THROUGHI ALL 

OF JANUARY./. .FOR AFTER THE c¥HR I STMAS PRESENTS 

HAVE BEEN OPENED . . .  THE C IHRISTM AS PRESENtf>EMAINS-

I



IF  WE TAKE A LONG LOOK AT C H R IS T M A S , /P R O S T lN f t  

DEEPLY INTO ITS  BACKGROUND AND R O O T S . /T H E  F IR S T  

OBVIOUS THING IS T H A f T / j E S U S '  B IRTH HAD IM P L I C A ­

TIONS FAR BEYONDAHE DRAMATIC BEG IN NING  OF A 

R E L IG IO N .  / I T  SEEMS TO ME THAT THE UNIVERSE I S 

TOO GRAND AND I N T F I I  I G F N t / t O  HF ENCOMPASSED BY ONE 

SECTARIAN CONCEPT . / O R  L IM IT E D  TO ONE 'B IRTHDAY OF 

A K I N G . ' / J E S U S  D ID  NOT IN TEN D /TO  SET UPIA NEW 

R E L I G I O N . / H E  S A I D ,  ' I  CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE^AW/  

BUT TO F U L F IL L  I T . '  / A N D  HE CERTAINLY HAD NO 

X N X X B N  INTEN TIO N  OF BECOM INGAHE OBJECT OF WORSHIP 

/ h e  S A I D ,  'WHY CALLEST THOU ME GOOD./NONE IS  GOOD 

SAVE G O D . ' /  HE D ID  NOT COME TO TELL MAN OF ULS. 

D I V I N I T Y / . . M A K I N G  HIM THE GREAT EXCEPTIO N ./ .  .BUT TC 

TELL US OF Q11E D I V I N I T Y , / A N D  ®  SHOW US IN H IS  

OVERCOMING,/THE GREAT EXAMPLE OF THE ' I  A M /  IN ITS  

FULL PERSONAL EXPRESSION IN MAN.



>THE GREAT EVENT IN THE L I F E  OF JESUS/WAS NOT H IS  

B I R T H . / B U T  THE GREAT BREAKTHROUGH IN CONSCIOUSNESS 

/ t h a t  TOOK PLACE W IT H IN  H IM /D U R IN G  THE YEARS OF 

H IS  G R O W T H . . /P O S S IB L Y  AS A YOUNG LAD/WALKING THE 

H I L l l s  OF GAL I L E E , /S E A R C H  ING THE HEAVENS AND HJS 

INNER RKKRNB DEPTHS./ .  .SUDDENLY D I S C O V E R I N G  THE 

INDWELLING C H R IS T , /A N D  KNOWING IT  TO BE THE
J OH A t :

D I V I N E  DIMENSION W IT H IN  EVERY P E R S O N . / 'T H E  SAME
*

L IG H T  THAT L IGHTETTj/EVERY PERSOf^COBING INTO THE

WORLD.'
IIAS THE POET S A I D ,  'THOUGH CHRIST A THOUSAND TIME  
lj IN BETHLEHEM BE BORN, IF  H E 'S  NOT BORN IN THEE,  

THY SOUL IS  ALL FO R LO RN .'

►THUS, THOUGH THE LEGENDS AND PROPHECY OF THE O . T .  

/D E A L T  WITH THE HOPE/OF A MESSIAH TO C O M E , / I T  WAS 

ERRONEOUSLY THOUGHT BY CHR1 ST IAM S/TO HiAVE BEEN 

F U L F IL L E D  IN JESUS./ .  .R A TH EtR  THAN BEING REVEALED 

THROUGH H I M . / T H E  GREAT IDEA THAT HAS BEEN SADLY 

M IS S E D . . / .  IS  THAT THE TRUE HOPE WAS NOT JESUS,



BUT THE C H R IS T  S P I R I T / T H A T  HE DISCOVERED IN H IMSEl  

. / . A N D  FORETOLD AS B f t l N G  IN ALL P E R S O N S . . /  SO 

CHRISTMAS BEGINS IN PROPHECY. / .AND CARRIES THROUGF 

THE MANGER OF B E T H L E H E M . / .B U T  I T  IS  AN U N F IN IS H E D

s t o r y / t h a t  MUST BE RESOLVED i n t o  c o m p l e t i o n / b y  AN

EXPERIENCE W IT H IN  EVERY P E R S O N . / S O  BEHIND ALL  

THE OUTWARD I SMS OF CHRISTMAS» / THE T IN S E L  AND 

G L IT T E R /A N D  'G O D-R EST-YE-M ER RY-G EN TLEM EN ’ i t t / T H E  

FLAMING YULE LOGS/AND HAPRY FAMILY G A T H E R IN G S . / . .
. SftouLb g r

BEHIND ALL T H B /C H R IS T M A S B K A  CELEBRATION OF YOUR 

DEEPER SELF,/"TH E VERY H IG H EST CONSCIOUSNESS/THAT  

YOU ARE CABftBLE OF R E A L IZ IN G .7 IT  IS  NOT PUTTING  

ON THE F A C y ^ W X M X N N K m mXXXXHKXNBRggXBKXXNg  

XJBRKRXBKKNSXXBXBXKKXKBR^OF 'JO Y  TO THE W O R LD *'/A N D  

'PEACE ON EARTH GOOD W ILL  TO M E N . ' /  RATHER IT  IS  

REMOVING PBE M ASI/^OF^IfROOGE OF HUMAN CONSCIOUSNES

/ A N D  SPENDING A FEW D A Y S /B E IN G  YOUR UNCONFORMED
AND NON-PRESSURED S E L F ,/L E T T IN G  THE LOVE THAT IS  
THE R E A LITY  OF YOUR INNER S E LF /FR E E LY  EXPRESS.



M S  STUDENTS OF TRUTH/WE SHOULD BE MATURE ENOUGH/  

TO DEAL WITH THE F A C T/TH A T  THE WHOLE CHRISTMAS  

ST0RK/4IAS EVOLVED OUT OF LEGENDS/THAT WERE HIGHLY  

ID E A L IZ E D  ^ N D  EMBELLISHED/THROUGH THE PASSING YEAR 

. / . A N D  THAT THERE IS  PROBABLY/v ERY L IT T L E  THAT IS  

H IS TO R IC A L L Y  A CC U R A TE./A  CLUE TO T H IS  IS F O U N D / IN  

THE FACT THAT ONLY TWO/OF THE GOSPEL WRITERS «AD«- 

ANY MENTII ON /O F  TEE MYSTERY OF JESUS' B IR T H /  IN
M ark saidnotw^c

BETHLEHEM ON THAT ’ N IG H T  O f N i M ^ ^ A N D  EVEN 1 * Y
HArnteu/ Am L iA r

'WERE NOT IN A G R E E M E N T . /S O  THEY TELL TWO S T O R IE S . 

TWO SEPARATE AND D I S T I N C T  ACCOUNTS./TWO SETS OF 

CHARASTEB8 / A S  RECOUNTED IN MATT. AND LUKE.

HCUKEl TELLS A STORY OF PASTBRAL S I M P L I C I T Y . / .  .OF
ie#o/v£

MABJWWtD J O S E P H , # ®  MARY R ID IN G  INTO BETHLEHEM ON 

A D O N K E Y . / H E  SAYS CRYPTICALLY . / ’ WHILE THEY WERE 

t h e r e / s h e  BROUGHT FORTH HER F IRST-BORN S O N . / .A N D  

LAID  HIM IN A MANGER./BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROBM 

IN THE I N N . ’



iW MANY SERMONS HAVE BEEN RREACHED/ABOUT THAT 

, IN N K EE P E R ,/S ~S YM IB O L OF THE CRUEL,HARD-HEARTED,

A T E R A L IS T IC  M E R C H A N T . / .W H O  COULD F IN D  NO ROOM

FOR T H E 'B IR T H  OF A KING'. /  THE WORD ’ IN N '  CONJURES

UtjfeOMETHING L IK E  AN ENGLISH PUB/t)R A HIGHWAY

HOLIDAY INN M O T E L . . . W I T H  A BAR F IL L E D  Will  LOUD-

LAUGHING HOLIDAY R EVELER S./ OE T'o*aY

THE FACT IS  THE B IB L IC A L  TERM FOR ' I N N ' / I S

'KHAN' - /W H IC H  WAS L IT T L E  MORE THAN A PROTECTIVE
f t cp T OH GfiQuNfi

E N C L A V E , /W IT H  FOUR W A LL S , /N O  R O O F . 'T H E S E  WERE

CARAVAN M O T E L S . / B U IL T  AND PLACED A D A Y 'S  JOURNEY

APART/ON THE ROADS FROM JERUSALEM TO M E R IC H O , /

AND TO DAMASCUS, E T C . /  BY TAKING THEIR ANIMALS

INTO THE ' K H A N / A T  N IGHT THEY WERE PROTECTED

FROM WILD ANIMALS AND T H tV E S .
/J  BUT MARY AND JOSEPH FOUND R EFU G E /lN  A CAVE ON 

M ^ A B B Y , / P R O B A B L Y  LED TO IT  BY THE VERY IN N -
MAhcG I : ataatA &OL CAT

KEEPER WHO HAS BEEN P IL L O R IE D  AS THE SYMBOL 
OF THE HARD-HEARTED BUSINESS MAN.



LUKE'S TENDER STORY/TELLS OF SHEPHERDS KEEPING 

WATCH/BY NIGHT OVER THEIR SHEEP,/AND OF ANGEL 

VOICES TrIt i inr. Txri.i ftr/THrBIRTH OF A SAVIOR IN

A MANGER./AND OF THEIR DE TERM I NAT ION/TO GO AND 

S£E AND WORSHIP._______________________________________

THE (MATTHEBj SCENARIO IS COLORED/WITH GRANDEUR AND 

REGAL SPLENDOR./IT TELLS OF THREE MAGI,/SOMETIMES 

CALLED THREE WISE MEN/OR THREE KINIGS./lT SAYS 

THEY CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM./ BUT IT ALSC 

SAYS WE HAVE/SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST/AND HAVE 

COME TO WORSHIP HIM./THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

DEPICTED FOLLOWING THE STAR./ BUT THEY WERE 

TRAVELLING WEST,/AND COULDN'T HA\E BEEN FOLLOWING
UUfOt tto +Ar fiAfr

A STAR. '/THIS SEEMS TO CLEARLY INDICAVE THAT IN 

AN ASTROLOGICAL SENSE THEY HAD PERCEIVED ’Hl£
ZOO/A c

STAR’, HAD PERCEIVED ?HIS MAfJOR SIGN. AT ANY 

RATE THEY CAME TO THE MANGER AND PRESENTED THE NEW 

BORN KING WITH GIFTS OF GOLD, FRANK-INC...AND MYRR



M 5 - U/€ tf/Ust SH, ^  QatuPor*}
T H IS  IS  THE STORY, OR S T O R I E S . / W H A T  C H f lL D  IS

THERE WHO COULD NOT RETELL I T . / A N D  YET WHAT ADUL1

IS  THERE*UNDERSTANDS 1T ^N  TERMS OF H I S  OWN L IF E  

IN CONTEMPORARY T I M E S . / . A N D  IN RELATION TO THE 

S T A T U S -S E E K IN G . /C O N F O R M IT Y  RIDDEN CELEBRATION OF 

CHRISTMAS.

BUT HOW BEAUTIFULLY AND M E A N IN G F U L L Y / IT  ALL 

COMES TOGETHER/WHEN WE RERCEIVE THE INNER MEAN-
W f  iiip.rrt rt+e cHwr ro yoo •

ING OF THE S T O R Y I T  IS  AN AWARENESS SO IM -  

PORTANT/THAT -jfr  -®6S TWO D I S T I N C T  HANDHOLDS /B Y  

WHCH YOU CAN LAY HOLD OF IT , /A C C O R D IN G  TO YOUR

c o n s c i o u s n e s s / - - ^  F A IT H  AND S I M P L I C I T Y  L IKE

THE SHEPHERfDS - / D E A L I N G  WITH IT  ON THEjlEVEL OF
Ci) &v

THE FEELIN G  NATURF /  OR' T HE^ I N­

T E L L E C T , / L I K E  THE WISE M E N . / B O T H  THE SHEPHERDS 

AND THIE WISE M E N / IN  THEIR OWN WAY/SUDDENLY 

BECAME CONSCIOUS/OF THE CHRISTMAS PRESENCE.



YES, CHRISTMAS IS FOR C H ILD R E N , / FOR IT  DEALS WITH  

THE CHRIST C H U LD jV I  T H I N . /  WHEN WE W O R S H IP  A CHILE  

/k$  WE DO AT C H R ISTM A S/W EI WORSHIP TH E fU T U R E . /W E  

CELEBRATE NEW DREAMS,/NEW H O PES,/A ND  NEW HORIZONS.  

T H IS  IS  THE S IG N IF IC A N C E /O F  THE SHETPHERDS AND 

WISE MEN/iilHO CAME TO WORSHIP TCE C H I L D /  THEY 

WERE C A P IT IV A T E D  BY AN I D E A . /  CAN YOU S T I L L  

BECOME ENTHUSED/ABOUT THE CHRIST CHILD W I T H I N ? /  

THE GREATEST THING ABOUT L IF E  IS L I  T I N G , / A N D  TO 

REALLY L IV E  IS  TO KEEP A L IV E /T H E  SENSE OF WONDER 

'ROMANCE AND E X P E C T A N C Y . /  WHEN WE LOSE THIS  KERB 

FEEL INC/SOMETHING IMPORTANT GOES OUT OF U S . /

T H IS  WAS NOT TRUE/OF THE SHEPHEIRDS OR THE MAGI 

FROM THE E A S T . /  THEY MAY HAVE BEEN OLD M E N , /B U T  

THEY HAD THE WONDER AND AWE OF THE C H I L D . /  THE 

SHEPHERDS S A I D , / ' L E T  US GO AND S££ T H IS  THING THAT 

HAS COME TO P A S S ' / - -  AND THE WISE MEN WERE S T I L L  

CHASING STARS AT SEVENTY.



WHATEVER MAY BE YOUR P E K E P TIO N /O F  THE 'GREATEST  

STORY EVER T O L D ' / - ( A S »  FULTON OURSLEY CALLS I T )

I T  BS THE STORY OF THE GREATEST G IF T  EVER G I V f N 

JOHN 3 . 1 6  'GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD/THAT HE GAVE 

H IS  ONLY BEGOTTEN S O N .. / .A N D  THAT WHOSOEVER 8 E L I E V -  

ETH ON & T / 6 h a LL NOT D IE  BUtfSHALL HAVE EVERLASTING  

L I F E . '  /H O W  T H IS  HAS BEEN M1SREPRESENTED/AS SAVTNG 

JESUS IS  GOD'S ONLY SON. /  THAT ONLY BY B E L IE V IN G  

ON HIM CAN WE BE SAVED.

BUT YOU S E E . / T H E  GREAT G I F T / l S  GOD/INCARNATING  

HIMSELF IN AND AS M A N . /  SALVATION COMES BY BE-
I

L IE V IN G /O N  T H IS  GOD-SELF/OR CHRIST SELF W IT H IN ? .

IM E IS TE R  ECKHARH -  ’ GOD NEVER BEGOT BUT ONE SON,
BUT THE ETERNAL IS  FOREVER BEGETTING THE ONLY-
BEGOTTEN. iN y,„ r * » r  V

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD/THAT HE GAVE If lL I . / .  . H f f i  

HE GAVE H IM S FLF /  AS A LO VIN G , LOVING PRESENCE.  

^ ^ A N D  AS WE SEE IT  IN THE CONTEXT OF THE MANGER 

S T O R T T ~ tT  BECOMES A CHRISTMAS PRESENCE.



WE DO A LOT OF G IV IN</AT C H R IS T M A S . /  ACTUALLY IT  

IS  WHAT CHffelSTMAS IS ALL A 3 0 U T . /  I DON' T MEAM THE 

CONFORM ITY  - R I  D D E N . /O B L  I GAT I ON - 1MPE LLED , / S  TATUS -  

S E E K IN G , /A N D  GUILT-PROMPTED G I V I N G / r H A T  DRAINS  

OUR ENERGY AS WELL AS OUR FUNDS. / L IFE  IS FOR 

G J V IN G , / N O T  FOR G E T T I N G . / F O R  RELEASING OUR I M P R I ­

SONED SPLEN D O R ,/N O T JUST FOR AMASSING THINGS/AND  

R ELA TIO N SH IPS  IN THE WORLD.

WE ARE CALLED TO GIVE B IR T H /T O  THEjCHRIST OF OUR 

N A TU R E,/SYM B O LIZED  BY THE N A T I V I T Y  OF JESU S/80R N  

IN T H E j k A N G E R . / ^  SO E A S I LY AND SO OFISl / P R  I FT INTO

A 'G E T T IN G '  C O N S C I O U S N E S S / ^ *  IN THE PURSUIT OF

THE THINGS OF THE W O R LD ./ !A N D  L IK E  THE PRODIGAL 

SON IN THE FAR COUNTRY,/WE COME TO KNOS(WANT./ SO 

CHRISTMAS CALLS US TO WAKE UP,/COME TO OURSELVES,/  

AND GET BACK INTO A G IV IN G  C O N S C IO U S N E S S /- -  AND 

T H IS  IS  SO BEAUTIFULLY SYMBOLIZED IN CHRISTMAS  

G IV IN G  -  OR IT  SHOULD BF



THE POET S A Y S . / ' THE G IF T  WITHOUT THE GIVER IS  

B A fR E . ' /  WHEN YOUR MIND IS  CENTERED/ON G IV IN G  

PRESENTS . /Y O U  MAY WORRY AND STRAIN / | N  TRYING TO 

F IN D  THE TH IN G /FO R  UNCLE JOE/O R S IS T E R  MARY/ OR FOR 

THE PERSON WHp'HAS E V E R Y T H IN G* /  AND INVARIABLY

t h e  whole^ h o p p  i n  (^Ex p e r i e n c e  i s  d e p l e t i n g . / b ĵ j

IF  YOU ST IR UP THE G IF T  OF GOD IN YOU . / T H E  AWARE­

NESS OF YOUR INNER CHRIST C H IL D . /Y O U  WILL 3E 

G I V I N G / OUT OF THE OVERFLOW OF THE PRESENCE W IT H IN .  

SO INSTEAD OF JUST G I V IN G ^ l l p F M I T S . / Y n i r P R n . l F C T  

YOUR AWARENESS OF T H E ^ ^ S E N C E . / w H  I Ch / e NVELOPS  

YOUR COLORFULLY WRAPPED P R E S E N T . /  YOU ARE BLESSED 

IN THE G I V I N G , / AND THE OTHER PERSON IS  BLESSED IN 

THE R E C E IV IN G .

WHEN YOU CATCH THE IDEA OF THE

/ t h e

W IT H IN  YOU/ AWHPSEN YOU^BEGIN TO SEE THAT YOU 
ARE THE L IG HT OF THE WORLD J  AND™THE GOAL OF YOUR



L I F E / I S  TO LET YOUR L IG H T  S H I N E . / T O  REACH OUT AND 

LET YOUR L I F E / 8 E  AS A PREACHING OF THE G O S P E L . / *
ITuACLM,

YOUV BECOME WHAT YOU WANT TO SHARE.

I T  IS  ONE OF THE GREATEST ID E A S /T H A T  HAlVE EVER 

BEEN E X P R E S S E D . . /T H A T  THERE IS  A PERSON GOD-SIZE  

A l l  THIN THE# SOUL OF EVERY ONE OF U S . /  PAUL SAID  

I T , / ' C H R I S T  IN YOU YOUR HOPE OF G L O R Y . '

THERE ARE MANY BEAUTIFUL STORIES ABOUT CHRISTMAS.

I THINK MY FAVOURITE OF A L L / l S  If f iLTON OURSLFR'gi
MAY

'A  STRING OF BLUE B E A D S ! . / * *  YOU "HAVE HEARD IT  8 E -

SO A G A IN ,  HERE IS  'A STRING OF BLUE B E A D S . '

►PETE RICHARDS WAS T H E /L O N E L 1EST PERSON IN TOWN/ 
ON THE DAY JEAN GRACE/OPENED THE DOOR TO H IS  
S H O P . / P E T E ' S  SMALL BUSINESS/HAD COME DOWN TO 
HIM FROM H IS  GRANDFATHER./  THE LITTLEjFRONT  
WINDOWAlAS STREWN WITH a D ISARRAY/OF OLD FASH­

IONED T H IN G S . / .B R A C E L E T S  AND LOCKETS/WORN IN THE 
DAYS BEFORE THE C I V I L  WAR./GOLD RINGS AND S IL V E R



BOXES / i m a g e s  o f  j a d e  a n d  i v o r y / , ^ p o r c e l a i n  f i g u ­
r i n e s .

ON T H IS  W IN T E R ’ S AFTERNOOtyA CHILD WAS STAND­
ING t h e r e , / h e r  FOREHEAD AGAINST THE G L A S S , /
ERNEST NND ENORMOUS E IE S /S T U D Y IN G  EACH D I S ­
CARDED TREA Sfl lR E /A S FF SHE WERE LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING QUITE S P E C I A L . /  F IN A L L Y ,  SHE 
STRAIGHTENED U P /W IT H  A S A T IS F IE D  A IR /A N D  
ENTERED THE STORE.

BEHIND THE COUNTER/STOOD P£J.E H I M S E L F , / A  MAN NOT 
MORE THAN 3 0 , /  BUT WITH HA IR  ̂ ALREADY TURNING GREY/  
THERE WAS A BLEAK A IR  ABOUT H IM /A S  HE LOOKED AT 
THE SMALL CUSTOMER/WHO FLATTENED HER UNGLOVED 
HANDS ON THE COUNTER.

’ M IS T E R ’ , SHE BEGAN,/ 'W OULD YOU PLEASE LET ME LOOK 
/ A T  THAT STRING OF BLUE B E A D S / lN  T H E * H  W IN DO W ?/  

PETE PARTED THE DRAPERIES/AND L IF T E D  OUT THE 
N E C K L A C E . /  THE TURQUOISE STONES/GLEAMED 3RIGHTLY  
AGAINST THE PALLOR OF HIS PALM.

’ THEY'RE JUST PERFECT' / SA ID  THE C H I L D , / ' W I L L  YOU 
WRAP THEM UP PRETTY FOR M E , / P L E A S E ? ' /  PETE 
STUDIED HER WITH A STONY A J R . / ' A R E  you B U Y IN G 
THESE FOR SOMEONE?'

’ THEY'RE FOR MY B IG S I S T E R / . S H E  TAKES CARE OF ME/. 
YOU SEE, T H IS  W ILL  BE/THE F IR S T  CHRISTMAS SINCE



MOTHER D I E D . /  I ' V E  BEEN LOOKING FOR THE/MOST  
WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS PRESENT/FOR MY S I S T E R . ’/

'HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU H A V E ? ' /A S K E D  PETE WAR IKY

SHE HAD* BEIEN BUS IL Y /U N T Y IN G  THE KNOT IN THE 
HANDKERCHIEF, /AND NOW SHE POURED/A HANDFUL OF 
PENNIES ON THE COUNTER. /  ' I  EMPTIED >BY BANK. . . ’ 
SHE EXPLAINED S IM P L Y .

\ ’ ETE RICHARDS LOOKED AT HER THO UG HTFULLY. /  THEN 
HE CAREFULLY DREW BACK THE NECKLACE/-THE PRICE
TAG WAS V I S I B L E  TO H IM /B U T  NOT TO H E R . /  HOW 
COULD HE TELL HER? / B U T  T H E N . . .  IN A FLASH SOME­
THING HAPPENED TO H I M , / T f H E  S P I R I T  OF CHRflSTM AS  
ENTERED H IS  HFEART/FOR THE F IR S T  TIME IN MANY A 
Y E A R . /H E  FELT WARMLY SUPPORTED/8Y A LOVING PRE­
SENCE, / T H E  CHRISTMAS PRESENCE. /  SO HE FOUND HIMSEL  
T H I N K IN G , / 'W H Y  SHOULD I TELL H E R ? ' . . .

SO HE WRAPPED THE PACKAGE IN SCARLET PAPER/AND  
TIED I T  WITH A BOW OF GREEN R I B 3 0 N . /  'THERE YOU 
ARE . / . . D O N ’ T LOSE I T  ON THE WAY HOME.'

SHE SMILED HAPPILY AT HIM OVER HER SHOULDER/AS  
SHE RAN OUT THE DO O R ./  SOMETHING ABOUT JEAN 
GRACE/AND HER STRING OF BEADS/HAD STIRRED HIM  
TO THE D E l> T H S /O F  A GRIEF T H R T  WOULD NOT STAY!  
B U R I E D . /  THE C H I L D 'S  HAIR WAS WHEAT YELLOW ./HER  
EYES S E A - B L U E . /  PETE HAD BEEN IN LOVE WITH A



G IR L /W IT H  THE HAIR OF THE SAME YELLOW/AND WITH
EYES JUST AS B L U E . /  AND THE TURQUOISE NECKLACE/WAS 
TO HAVE BEEN HERS.

B U I  THERE HAD BEEN A RAINY N I G H T / - -  A TRAGIC  
4.CC IDEUT A  - AND THE LKEE WAS DRAINED OUT OF H IS  
D R E A M . / S I N C E  THEN PETE RICHARDS/HAD L IV E D  TOO 
MUCH WITH H IS  GRIEF IN S O L IT U D E . /

BUT IN THAT MOMENT/AS JEAN GRACE STOOD BEFORE HLM 
HOPEFULLY,/SOME THING HAPPENED,/PERHAPS A DOOR H ID  
OPENED,/AND A NEW S P I R I T  HAD ENTERED IN .

DURING^THE NEXT TEN D A YS/B USINESS WAS B R I S K / - -  AND 
WHEN T iH E  LAST CUSTOMER HUD G O N E, /LA TE  ON C H R IS T ­
MAS E V E , /H E  S IG IH E D  WITH R E L I E F , / F O R  IT  WAS OVER
FOR ANOTHER YEAR./BUT FOR PETElRICHARDS/lT MSS 
NOT QUITE OVFR« '

THE DOOR OPENED/AND A YOUNG WOMAN HURRIED I N . /  HE 
REALIZED THAlfcHE LOOKED F A M I L I A R . / Y E T  HE/COULD NOT 
REMEMBER WHERE OR WHEN HE HAD SEEN HER BEFORE.
HER HAIR WAS A GOLDEN YELLOW/AND HER LARGE EYES 
WERE B L U E . /  WITHOUT SPEAKING/SHE DREW FROM HER* 
PURSE A PACKAGE/LOOSELY UNWRAPPED IN ITS  RED 
PAPER AND GREEN R IBBON. /  PRESENTLY THE STRING OF 
BLUE BEADS LAY GLEAMING BEFORE H IM .

' D I D  IfHESE COME FROM YOUR S H O P ? ' / ' Y E S ,  THEY D I D . /  
'ARE THE STONES REAL? / 'Y E S .  NOT THE F IN E S T



Q U A LITY;  BUT R f E A L . ' / ' C A N  YOU REMEMBER WHO IT  WAS 
YOU SOLD THEM T O ? ’ . / ' S H E  WAS A SMALL G I R L . / H E I R  
NAME WAS JEA N . / S H E  BOUGHT THEM FOR HER OLDER 
S I S T E R ’ S CHRISTMAS P R E S E N T . ' /  'HOW MUCH ARE THEY 
WORTH? ' / ' T H E  P R IC E ,  ' / H E  SA®D, ' I S  ALWAYS A C O N F I ­
D E N T IA L  MATTER/BETWEEN THE SELLER AND »THE K U O  
CUSTOMER . ' / ' B U T  JEAN NEVER HAD MORE/THAN A FEW 
PENNIES OF SPENDING M O N E Y . /  HOW COULD SHE PAY 
FOR THEM?'

'SHE PAID T®HE BIGGEST PRICE/ANYONE CAN EVER 

PAY,/SHE GAVE ALL SHE HAD.'...

A SILENCE FILLED THE LITFTLE CURIO SHOP./ IN SOME 

FARAWAY STEEPLE,/A B£L.L BEGAN TO RING. / THE SOUND 

OF THE DISTANT CHIMING,/HHE LITTLE PACKAGE LYING 

ON THE COUNTER,/THE QUESTION IN THE EYES OF THE 

GIRL./.AND THE STRANGE FETELINQOF RENEWAL/STRUG- 

GLING UNREASONABLY IN THE HEART OF THE MAN./. .ALL 

HAD COME Tfi §£/BECAUSE OF THE LOVE OF A CHILD.

'BUT WHY DID YOU Qfl IT?'/ HE HELD OUT/THE GIFT IN 

HIS HAND. / 'IT'S ALREADY CHRISTMAS MORNING'/HjE 

SAID,/'AND IT IS MY MISFORTUNE THAT I HAVE NO ONE 

TO GIVE ANYTHING TO./ WILL YOU LET ME SEE YOU 

HOME,/AND WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS/AT THE DOOR?' 

AND SO,/TO THE SOUND OF MANY BELLS,/AND IN THE 

MIDST OF HAPPY PEOPLE,/PETE RICHARDS/AND A GIRS 

WHOSE NAME HE HAD YET TO LEARN/WALKED OUT INTO



THE B E G IN N IN G /O F  THE GREAT DAY THAT BRINGS HOPE 
INK) THE WORLD FOR DS A L L . '

/FULTON OURSLER'S ,
— - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - S’ A STRING OF BLUE 3EADSV

6 ENRY VICTOR MORGAN/). IN *H E  CLOSING L IN E S  OF H IS  
LOVELY POEM, ' A MAN G O D - S I Z F '

)/’ SO WE WAIT ID  AY AND DEEPLY PRAY 
' IN THE MDIDST OF EARTH’ S NOISE AND FUSS,

FOR ONE TO A R I S E ,  IN LOVE G O D -S IZE  
I IN THE HEART EACH ONE OF U S . '

HR ISTMASfc, T IH E N , /S H O U L D  NOT BE A BACKWARD GLANCE 

UT A FORWfARD L O O K . / l T  IS  a PROPHETIC D A Y , /O R  

SHOULD B E . / T H E  BIRTH OF TfHE C H R IS T /8 E L 0 N G S  TO AN 

ORDER OF L I F E / N O T  YET A T T A I N E D . / A  GLIMPSE OF THE
> if. s*t

UMAN RACE/THAT IS  YET TO BE . /C H R IS T M A S  IS MORE

HAN A DAY OF OUTER C E L E B R A T IO N . /  IT  IS  CHRISTMAS

HENEVER/AND WHEREVER/THE HUMAN HEART,/ IMMERSED

^N THE AWARENESS OF THE CHRISTMAS P R E S E N C E , / IS

UOVED TO THE EXPRESSION OF UNSELFISH L OVE. /

^AN AT QUAKER MEETING F IR S T  T IM E .  LONG SILENCE  
'WHEN DOES SERVICE B E G IN ? '  'WHEN MEETING IS .O0ER.


