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otic. Jem, A T H A N K S G I V I N G  C E L E B R A T I O N
SoLait- W  vcicoo ■   — .  •

TODAY IS THE T R A D I T I O N A L  T H A N K S G I V I N G  SUNDAY. IT 

I S NOT THE DAJ OF T H A N K S G  I V I N G , THAT G O M E S  ON THURS- 

DSX. ON THIS DAY WE ARE NOT C E L E B R A T  I NG T H A N K S G I V I N G  

RATHER, WE ARE C E L E B R A T I N G  THE I P EA OF 1 T H E  A T T 1 T U D E  

OF G R A T t I TUDE. ' ‘

ACTUAL^HAV I NG ONE DAY OF T H A N K S G I V I N G  IS VE8Y

C O N V E N I E N T .  YOU MAY HAVE* A t l O T A L  LACK OF T H A N K ­

FULNESS, A P E R P E T U A L  A T T I T U D E  OF D O R A T I  T U D F . 

BUT ON ONE DAY O F t f H E  YEAR YOU SPEND THE DAY G I V I N G  

ItfHANKS H O  GOD FOR YOUR B L E S S I N G S ,  AND JUST G E N E R A L L Y  

F E E L I N G  G R E A T E F U L  FOR T HINGS (AND R E L A T I O N S H I P S .  

THEN WBfiN f t H E  DAY I S OVER YOU GO BACK TO WC?RK. .

AND BA_CK TO THE PR ACT I CE OF C O M M I S E R A T I N G  OVER 

THE R A t V A G E S  OF INFLATION, CRIME IN THE Cl TY,

AND ALL YOUR MANY P E R S O N A L  F R O B L E M S  OF ILLNESS!

AND CONFL I CTS W I TH PEOFLE . " <*«*<*■ «****? ̂
s m w - - Milt) W  TnUj, 4UhLr VC*A ° r  ■

YOU KNOW, THE BIBLE DOES NOT CALL FOR A SPECAAL 

DAY OF THANKSGI VING. WE ARE TOLDi: "IIN E V E R Y T H I N G 

I VE THANKS. " I IP OTHER W O R D S  THE GOAL I S TO L I VE 

N ftPERPETUAL C O N S C I O U S N E S S  OF T H A N K F U L N E S S . ..

ND THAT I S NOT EASY . SO TODAY , WE WANT TO Th I NK 

ABOUT TH4T...ILTS *AD VANTAGES. . .AND TECH Nil CUES 

R I TS A C H I E V E M E N T .

FIRST OF ALL, LETS BE CLEAR ON PAUL'S WORDS. HE

SAYS! "j^ ALL T HINGS GIVE T H A N K S " !  -- NOT ALL

THINGS" IN OTHER WORDS HE IS NOT SAYING YOU MUSTS

BE G R A T E F U L  FOR THE D I FF I CULT I ES OF YOUR LIFE. . .

YOU NEED TO KEEF € Y O U R S E L F  I N THE FLOW OF GOD BY 
AN ATT I TUDE OF G R A T  I TIJDE .



YOU SEE . . . TJIANKSG I V I NG IS NOT A REACT1 I CrMRY 

E M O T I O N , BUT A C A U S A T I V E  F O R C E. I T I S AHi A T T I T U D E  

THAT L I F T S  US TO THE H I G H E S t  LEVEL OE C O N S C I O U S N E S S ,  

(.WHICH E N A B L E S  OS TO E X P E R I E N C E  THE H I G H E S T  KIND OF 

LIFE.

*
A C T U A L L Y  ,fPLA~TQjHAD H H  I S A M A Z I N G  INSIGHT 2500 Y R S . 

AGO . HE SA 16: "A G R A T E F U L  01 ND I S A GREAT MIND WH I CH ’ 

E V E N T f U A L L Y l A T T R A C T S  TO ITtSELF GREAT T H I N G S . "

THE G R A T E F U L  I P E R S O N  IS GREAT B E C A U S E  HE HAS TURNED 

ON THE L I G H T S  IN HIMSELF . AND HE D O E S N’T HAVE TO 

HAgffW I H I N G S  TO GIVE T H A N K S  FOR. BUT WHIEN bE 

KEEPS H I M S E L F  C E N T E R E D  IN G R A T I T U D E ,  HE R A D I A T E S  

A SPECIAL LIGHT WHI6H«J U N C O V E R S  A W O N D E R F U L  WORLD 

OR WH I CH HE CAN G I VE THANKS.

I O V E R H E A R D  S O M E O N E  R E C E N T L Y  B L U R T I N G  OUT: "WHAT 

kA TERR I B L E I W Q R L D I THIS IS" AND I FELT LIKE SAYING: 

’C OM P A R E D  TO W H A T?"

I T I S A C H A N G I N G  WORLD. . .BUT THUS I T HAS* ALWAYS 

BEEN. G ROWTH CAN ONLY COME T H R O U G H  CHANGE . THINGS 

CAB ’ T REMA I N THE SAME . SO G I VE T HANKS FOR C HANGE . 

"G I VE T HANKS FOR HILLS AND THE S T R E N G T H  TO 

CLIMB IUP."

THE MOST U N F 0 R G E T 1 T A B L E  PEOPLE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 

A C O N S C I O U S N E S S  THAT S E E M S t S O M E H O W  TO PROJECT 

THE FEELING: "WHAT A W O N D E R F U L  W ORLD! THIS I S”

I R E M E M B E R  tJUST SUCH A* PERSON FROM MY EX PER IENCE 

! W O R K I N G  I N A BAKERY WHILE I N C O L LEGE ( W O R K I N G  MY 

OWN WAY. . .SCHOOL BY DAY , WORK BY NIGHT)



MY VERY D I F F I C U L T  LOAD WAS I C E R T A  INLY MADE*. f H E  

EASIER, AND THE ALL-NI GHT WORK SHI FT WAS EVEN S O M E ­

THING I L O O K E D  F O R W A R D  TO EVERY DAY, B E C A U S E  I 

W O R K E D  WITH ONE OF ffHE H A P P I E S t f , FR I ENDL I E S t f  , 

L O V I N G E S T  P E R S O N S  I HAVE EVER KNOWN.

HE WAS 4 C A L L E D  "TUBBY" (I NEVER KNEW H I S REAL N E ) 

ANDS HE W A S N ' T !  EVEN! FAT -- S L IGHT L ITTLE FELLOW. 

"TUBBY" e C A M E i  FROM H I S JOB OF WHEEL I NG AROUND 

LARBSI TUB£* OF D O U G 0 # .

HE WAS A L W A Y S  L A ? U G H I N G ,  CLOWN I N G ,  J OKING -IA POSITl 

C A T A L Y S T *  FOR THE WHOLE NIGHT-SHIFT IN THE BAKERY.

A B RIGHT SPOT IN A M O N O T O N O U S  A S S E M B L Y - L I N E  JOB.

ONE NIGHT TUBBY WAS NOT AT W O R K ! -  THE PLACE WAS!

LI KE A MORGUE. NEXT NIGHT NOT THERE. . . THEN (TUBBY 

WAS* BACK! -- THE PLACE LI T *U P. I D I S C O V E R E D  FROM 

ANOTHER W O R K E R  THAT TUBlBY WAS TATKING HIS INVALID 

WIFE FOR SOME HOSPI T A £ #  TESTS IN A N OTHER TOWN. HE 

HAD FULL CARE OF HIS FOUR YOUNG C H I L D R E N  _ -- A N D r  

A WIFE WHO N EEDED C O M P L E T E  CARE -- H E A V I L Y  I N DEBS

'f o r  d u c t 's , N UR S E S. H O S P I T A L S  E T C .

\ ONCE IN A S E R I O U S  TALK WITH THIS B E A U T I F U L  MAN 

f HE SAID, "YOU KNOW, P E O PLEl OFTEN ASK ME IF I 

I AM NOT RESE N T F U L ,  OR FEEL SORRY FOR MYSELF. . .

J SHOOT, I AM NOl SA AND THERE ARE TIMES WHEN

I GET DOWN. BUT I B OUNCE Rl GHT UP WHEN I R E M E M B E R  

I HOW F O R T U N A T E  I AM TO HAVE SUCH A W O N D E R F U L  WIFE,

\ AND SUCH rPINE C H I L D R E N . . .AND FOR A STRONG 

BODY AND* AS (LOOD JOB, A N D t H E  CHANCE TO WORK 

Wl TH GREAT GUYS LI K E 4 Y  OU" - AND Q U ICKLY HE WAS 

BACK CLOWNING. I WILL NEVER FORGET TUBBY.



C O N T R A S T  I NG THE STORY OF TUBBY I S THE W O M A N  WHO 

WAS A L W A Y S  C O M P L A I N I N G  ABOUT HER T R O U B L E S . A F R I E N D  

r tRIED TO CHffE^t HER UPl, S A YING "OH COME ONt, THINGS 

ARE NOT ALL THAT BAD. WHY NOT LOOK FOR THE GOOD?"

THE WOMAN REEL I ED , i " OH , THAT I S IjBLL RIGHT FOR 

SOME PERSONS: BUT I T SEEMS TO ME WHEN IHEf L O R D 

S E NCSt ME 1TR I BULAT IONS. I T I S MY DUTY TO TB I B U L A T E "

AS I OFTEN SAY, WE A L W A Y S H A V E  A C H O I C E  - NO MATTER 

WHAT LOOMS B E F O R E  US OR WHAT L I ESjfBEH I ND US , OR 

EVEN WHAT IS P R E S E N T  A R O U N D  US. WE CAN THINK GREAT 

T H O U G H T S  OR SMACLL THOUGHTS. AND HOW WE TH I NK 

D E T E R M I N E S  WHAT THINGS B E C O M E  AS FAR AS WE ARE 

CONC E R N E D .  I T ALSO D E T E R M I N E S  WHAT WE BECOME:

GREAT OR SMALL.

^ T H E 4 T H A N K F U L  PERSON I S A GREAT P E R S O N . W I T H O U T  

THIS C O N S C I O U S N E S S  WE 4 B E C O M E  LITTLE PEOPLE,

WITH L I T T L E  MINDS, L E A D I N G  LITTLE, INCONSEQUENTIAl 

LIVES.

UESU§  Dj_p NjQJL^£H.IEVE HIS POWER OF G R E A T N E S S B Y 

0 C C A S I O N A L  A T T E M P T S *  TO "PER F O R M "  Ml R A C LES. F A C E  

WITH AN I M P O S S I B L E !  D l L E M N A  HE INVAR If ABLY "LIFTED

upj  h i s e y e s  r a r f l f f i r m m :  and ga v e  t h a n k s . "  thT s
WAS NO S P O N T A N E O U S  E M O T I O N A L  REACTION.' I T WAS 

THE P R O J E C T I O N  OF A C A U S A T IVE F O R C E . . .ThE F R U I T S

OF YEARS OF PRAlCTICE. MSt/C ?

SO WHEN JESUS WAS C O N F R O N T E D  W I Ttff THE EASK OF 

F E - D I N G t f H E  HUN G R Y THRO NG OF 5 , OOP p e o p l e .

HE LIFTED UPtHIS E YES JULO-DA VE1 ifHAAIKSn  THEN~*

HE P R I O C E E D B D  TO FEED THE PEOPLE Wl TH WHAT WAS j m L Z



*7 1 T WAS NOT AITHANKS FOR THE 6 0 0 D  ON THE TABLE , FOR 

I  THERE WAS ONLY Ai FEW! L O A V E S  SAND F I SHES. I T WAS 

P O W E R F U L  T E C H N I Q U E S  BY WHICH JESUS I A T T U N E D  

H I M S E L F  TO THE K I N G D O M  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  IN THE4 

! G R E A T N E S S *  OF GOD W I T H I N  HIM. BY THAT A T T I T U D E  

HE iBECAfME GREAT, AND OF C O U R S E  HE DID GREAT T H I N G S . 

1 G.FLLAJ ACTS F O L L O W  GREAT T H O U G H T S  THAT* C O M E 

I^FROM A G R A T E F U L  H E A R T .

►  ON A N O THER O C C A S I O N  JESUS CAME H U R R E I D L Y  TO B E T H A N Y  

f TO MEET WITH THE S O R R l O W I N G  F A MILY OF HIS FRIEND,

WHO HAD DIED. THE S I S T E R S  R E P R t O I C H E D  JESfliS,

"IF YOU HAD BEEN HERE OUR. B R O T H E R  W OULDI NOT HAVE 

DIED." JESUS WENT TO f S H E  TOMB WHERE HIS FRIEND 

HAD BEEN I N T E R R E D  FORI FOUR DAYS. HE HAD f H E M  t<OLL 

AWAY THE STQtfGI . IHEN HE L I FTED UPI H I S EYES AND 

SAIDS, " F ATHER I THANK/V0 U THAT YOU HEAR ME"

IMAGINE PEOPLE THINKING, " T H A N K S G I V I N G !  WHAT 

IS THERE TO BE THANK F U L  FOR? L A Z A R U S  IS DEAD!

THE MAN HAD B E TTER WAITS AND SEE IF H E 1 C A N  REALLY 

DO A N Y T H I N G  B EFORE HE GIVES THANKS ft __

BUT AG A I N. . .THE THANKS WAS NOT A R E A C T #  10 NARY 

E M O T I O N . . .BUT A C A U S A T I V E  FORCE.

I JESUS KNEW THAT THE KEY TO POWER WAS A C K N O W L E D G I N G  

I THE AVA I LAB I L I TY OF THE POWER . HE WAS NOT GIVING 

THANKS £0R# ANYTHING. . .BUT GIVING yfl? HANKS 3HK t£ftS 

FROM A HIGH P E R S P B C T  I VCE THAT SAWJ-L££ AS TRANS- 

S C E N D E N T f  TO DEATH. T H E M .  HE IHFF I RMED , "I AM 

• THE R E S U R R E C T I O N  AND THE LIFE" -INOT TO MAKE I T 

TRUE , BUT TO GET I NT0« THE FLOW OF J f H A T  f W H I CH I S

TRIIF f H F N  "I A7ARIIS HOUF F O R T H «" HF WAI KFO OUT



WE MAY NO T U N D E R S T A N D  THE I MPL I C A T I O N S  UP TH I Sjf 

GREAT E V E N T . . .fTHE I A C T U A L  R E S U R R E C T I O N  FROM THE 

DEAD. BUT WE S HOULD NOT GET SO INVOLVED IN A N A L Y S I S  

THAT WE LOSE SIGHT OF A S I M P L E !  F U N D A M E N T A L  . I F 

m H X M M X M m K M K X m « m « X / O X X X X X X X X X X X X  

JESUS W O U L D  L I FT UPI H I S EYES TO GET A T R A f N S C E N D E N T  

VIEW' IN THE A T T E M P T  TO DEAL W I TH THE S O - C A L L E D  

"t0l NAL E N E T M Y " I  OF DEATTH, HOW MUCH MORE IMPORTANT 

IT I S TO LOOK UP AND! @ 1  VE T H A N K S I N EVERY EXPER I Ej*CE 

I N HANKSGI V I NG CAN Bfr At D Y N A M I C  G O L D E N  KEY 

TO R E S U R R E C T  THE W A N I N G  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  I N i&NJ

Look. U p

TI

E X P E R I E N C E . A<6/(r
rrttM RiCtfny

NOW, THERE IS S O M E T H I N G !  I N T E R E S T I N G  A BIO U T 

L O O KING UP AND G I V I NGI # T H  ANKS . . .WHEN YOU RAISE 

THE FOCUS «DF YOUR A T T E N T I O N .  . .YOU E X P E R I E N C E  i  

COSMIC FLOW W H I C H  LEADS TO THE A T T I T U D E  OF

T H A N K S G I V I N G  LEADS TO P R A I S E . ..fAND IN A CY

LEADS TOOF FOWER,

NOW YOU MAY HAVE T H O U G H T  OF PRAISE AS C O M M E N D  I NG OR 

F L A T T E R I N G  ANOtTHER. BUT THE K EY TO P R A I S E J S  N O T 

WkAJ  YOU DO frpf A N O THER . BUT WHAT 1 H A P P E N S  I N Y O U

DO I T«. TO PRAISE SOMEONE OR SOMETH ING

IS TO RELATE TO IT! AT A HIGH LEVEL , TO SEE THE BEST 

OR THE GOOD IN THE PERS?ON OR SI TUATION.

THUIS TO PRAISE IS To M J S J L T H F I r v n  fit-' vniffR

T HJJ\i KING .- I T IS A D  Y N A M I C C O N S C I O U S N E S S  RAISER.

YOU CAN PRAISE A N Y T H I N G  YOU HAVE I l H O U G h T S  EBOUT. 

AND A M AZING THINGS WILL HAPPEN.



YOU CAN FRA I 5E YGUfE TYPEWR I TER*, YOUR* CAR , *

YOUR TV*, YOUR# W A S H I N G  MACHI N E .  BY POWER OF 

P S Y C H O - K I N E S I S ,  THERE IS A C T U A L L Y *  JIAN INFLUENCE. 

PRAISE PEOPLE, PERAISE THINGS, P RAISE THE O R G A N I ­

Z A T I O N S  THAt>f D I S T U R B f Y O U #  , T H E * N A T I O N S  THAT 

T H R E A T E N  YOU. PRAISE WILL RAISE i Y O U R

SO YOU WILL R ELATE TO THEM AT THE H I G H E S T  

LEVEL OF YOUR C O N S C I O U S N E S S  - AND ftfEND TO DRAW 

OUT FROM THEM THElHIGHESfff LEVEL OF* THEIR 

P R E S E N T E E O T £ N T  IAL.

^ A N D  P R A I C T I C E  OF PRAISE WILL LEAD TO A NEffi SENSE 

OF A P P R E C I A T I O N  FOR THE L I T T LEITH I NGS IN LIFE.

; FEW YEARS A G O . . .ARTICLE IN R E A D E R S  D I G E S T . ..

d e s c r i b i n g  J a p a n e s e  a n d  t h e i r  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e

\ SENSE OF A P P R E C I A T I O N .

(
 TELLS OF m t l ^ P  G R O W E R  OF C H R Y S A N T H E M U M S .

THE E M P E R O R !  WAS C O M I N G  TO ENJOY HIS I B L O S S O M S .  

H A D !  H U N D R E D S  OF F L O W E R S  IN BLOOM. HE S E L E C T E D  

THE MOST M A G N I F I C E N T  S P E C I M E N . . .CUT DOWN ALL 

THE O T H E R S . . .LEAVING ONLY TH I S ONE PERFECT 

FLOWER. E M P E R O B C A M E  AND SAT FOR M A N Y  HOURS 

I Q U I E T L Y  L O O K I N G  AT TH I S F L O W E R , L E T E I N G  ITS 

BEAUEY H A V E *  I TS WAY Wi TH HIM.

M I S  HARD TO I MAG I NE AN AMER I CAN SPEND I NDG tfHAT 

/MUCH TIME WITH ONE FLOWER. . .SIMPLY B E C AUSE WE tfAVE 

(t e n d e d  TOWARD THE LOSS OF APPREC I ATfl ON OF QUAL l_JTY 

IN OUR A C Q U I S I T I V E  URGE TO HAVE QUANTITY/.



THE SAME A R T I C L E  f T O L D  O F #  A J A P A N E S E  SNOW-V I E W I N G 

PARTY .1 I T WAS AT THE HOME OF A F AMILY WHO HAD A 

LOVELY P I C T U R E  W I N D O W  L O O K I N G  OUT ON A SNOWY L A N D ­

S C A P E  . THE AFFA I R W A S I H E l D  AT THE T I ME OFE A FULL 

MOON . ifHE ttyOON , SH I N ItNG ON THE SNOW , R E F L E C T E D  

THE DARK B A R R E N !  B R A N C H E S  OF THE T R E E S . % THERE WAS 

NO C O N V E R S A T  I ON , NODR IMCI NG , NO TV , NO H U B B U B  . THE 

G U E S T S  JUST CAME AND SAT K S N E X m I  AND A PPREC I AfED 

f H E  SNOW I N THE MOONL I GHT . .

S T R A N G E  KIND OF PARTY BY A M E R I C A N  S T A N D A R D S .

AjND YET ONE OF tlHE BASIC E L E T M E N T S  OF THANKS!"* 

G I V I N G  I S THI S C A P A C I T Y  TO A P P R E C I A T E  THE SIMPLE 

T HINGS OF LIFE.

► U N F O R T U N A T E L Y  THIS KIND OF A P P R E C I A T I O N  D O E S N ' T  

f COME TO tUS UNTIL WE HAVE FACED SOME SORT OF CRI SI S.

HAVE NEVER F O R G O T T E N  THE IE I ME WHEN A WOMAN, AN 

I I I Dl CGNF I NED #TO HER BED FOR Y E A R S #  . . .SHE 

LOOKED m a s  UP WHEN I CAME I N TO SEE HER AND SAID, 

"OH, I FEEL SO H A ? P P Y  $ N D  G R A T E F U L . "  WHEN I ASKED 

THE R E A S O N  FOR HER FEELINGS, SHE S A I D f i t

(
"THE D O C T O R  HAS JUST TOLD HE ThAT IF I C O N T I N U E  

TO IMPROVE, AND IF THE W E A T H E R  STAYS FINE, AND 

I F NOTH I NG UNUSUAL H A P P E N S  , I N TWO W E E K S  I MAY 

BE TURNED OVER TO LIE ON fCHE OTHER SIDE."

THIS R E C A L L S  ?lffHE 4 T H O U G H T  OFlMARCUS AUREL i W t  

"THINK NOT SO MUCH OF WHAT THOU HAST NOT AS OF 

WHAT THOU HAST: BUT OF THE THINGS WHICH THOU 

HAST SELECT THE BEST, ANftt REFLECT HOW EAGERLY

I I h e y  w o u l d  H a v e  b e e n  s o u g h t  if t h o u  h a d s t i  t h e m

NOT . "



t_PSALM ItJcpSI NGS THE SONG OF C E L E B R A T I O N ! :  

if "ENTER HIS G A T E S  V/ITH T H A N K S G I V I N G  

I % # N D  INTO HIS C O U R T S  WITH P R A I S E . "

T H R O U G H !  T H E  C O N S T A N T !  EXPRStSS I ONf OF PRA I SE 

M N D  T H A N K S G I V I N G ,  *OU WILLI CHANGE!.YOUR WORLD. 

IT WILL TAKE ON NEW COLOR, NEWf INTEREST!, NEW 

MEANING.

YOU W I L L I  COME TO KNOW YOUR TRUE G R E A T N E S S !  -- 

THROUGH YOUR G R A T E F U L N E S S .  AND IN THIS 

HIGH LEVE.L OF C O N S C I O U S N E S S ,  YOU W I L L I C O M E  

TO LI VE I N A NEW WORLD.

D E D I C A T E  i r o U R S E L F  TO THE P R A C T I C E  OF THAjjK - 

Tjj I NK I NJj AND fHIANKS-L I V I NG . NOT JUST A ONE DAB

S h o w  o f  p i e t y  i t n d i t h a T n k f u l n e s s . t a c t u a l l y ,

rou COULD SPEND A FULL DAY M  V O ICING l & E O N S  OF 

T H A N K F U L N E S S !  OUt OF A SENSE OF OB?LIG|TION TO 

G O D . . . A N D  NEVER EVEN A P T P R O A C H  A T H A N K L F I L L E D  

C O N S C I O U S N E S S .

I T I S NOT TRYING TO BE G R A T E F U L  . FOR TO TRY TO 

BE I S NOT TO B E . RATHER I T I S R E C E N T E R  I NG Y u U R S E L F 

AT THE! ROOT OF YOUR B E I N G . W H E R E t Y O U  ARE F I L L ED 

W jTti-LHF F S S F N C F  OF G R E A T N E S S . ..T H EC VERY ESSENCE 

Of GilD I N Y O U . . .AND. . . AS/>LATO S A Y s T T h T s I  

G R E A T N E S S  WILL E V E N I T U A L L Y « A T T R A C T !  TO YOU 

GREAT! tW I NGS.


