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^C H R IS T M A S IN THREE DIMENSIONS^)
/w  i  \ m<f

THE SIGHT AND SOUNDS AND SMELL OF CHRISTMAS ARE 

IN THE A IR , INTRODUCING ONCE AGAIN TH IS  BEAU TI­

FULLY STRANGE AND STRANGELY B FA U TIF IJI SEASON OF

SUCH STR IK IN G  CONTRASTS' IT  IS  A MAGIC TIME

AND IT  IS  A TRAGIC T IM E '  IMAGIC1 BECAUSE OF THE
—  ------ _  -  -------  A

WAY IT  TRBNSFORMS STREETS AND STORES AND HOMES 

FROM THE ROUTINE AND PROSAIC INTO A LAND OF 

FANTASY AND DREAMS /(^SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GLOW1.

IT  IS  A BECAUSE THE MAGIC IS

ILLU SIO N,AN D  BEHIND THE FACADE OF TINSEL AND 

MISTLETOE THERE IS  OFTEN A WIDESPREAD^ONELI NESS 

AND EMPTINESS, AND f f  THE CHARADE OF G IF T -
U te, Qzhfimnn-r

EXCHANGING UNDER PRESSURE AND G U IL T '

BUT THERE 'S  NO HOLDING BACK THE CALENDAR, AND

SO ON WE W ILL ONCE AGAIN CELEBRAT

TH IS  LOVELY AND PUZZLING TIME WE CALL CHRISTMAS'

fLE T  US ASK SOME QUESTIONS7] WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS 
MEAN? THE AVERAGE PERSON, IF HE CAN BRING HIMSELI



TO SEE BEYOND UHE SANTA CLAUS SYNDROME, WOULD SAY 

H  IS  THE BIRTHDAY OF JESUS? BUT I F THERE IS  ONE 

THING DECEMBER 25TH lS J £ T ,  IT  IS  THE DAY THAT 

JESUS WAS BORN* THERE IS  NO HISTORY OF THE EARLY 

L IF E  OF JESUS AT ALL —  ONLY A VARIETY OF CON­

F L IC T IN G  LEGENDS? THE DECEMBER 25TH DATE WAS 

ARBITRARILY SET BY A NOW OBSCURE CHURCH HISTORIAN 

IN UHE 6TH CENTURY AD, AND WITHOUT QUESTION IT  

WAS INFLUENCED BY THE ROMAN FEAST OF SATURNALIA. 

WHICH OCCURRED AT TH IS  T il'S .

IT  WAS NEVER IN TENDED TO BE A TIME FOR F E S T IV IT Y *
f  '  ~     • m m —

I,OH THERE ARE SOME LOVELY CHRISTMAS TR AD ITIO N S,

BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT MOST OF (THEM HAVE A PAGAN 

OR NON-CHRlSTlAN O R IG IN , SUCH AS K  CHRISTMAS 

T J £ £ , THE YULE LOG. THE M ISTLETOE. THE EXCHANGING 
OF G iE IS ,  EVENfeANTA CLAUS*

►DID YOU KNOW THAT THE OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS AS 
’ 1 A HOLIDAY WAS NOT ESTABLISHED IN AMERICA UNTIL



THE LAST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY? THE EARLY

P j l f i f iM S  NOT ONLY FROWNED MAKING
M ERRY', BUT IT  WAS AGAINST THE LAW1: IN 1659

THE COLONY OF M PASSED A LAW THAT READ:

WHOSOEVER.SHALL BE FOUND OBSERVING ANY SUCHL I K£ £
BEARING OF LABOR; F E A S T IN G ..O ft I n ANY OTHER
DAY AS CHRISTMAS, OR THE 
BEARING OF LABOR. F E A S T U u , . 
WAY, SHALL BE F ^ E D  5 S H ILC IN G S k

ITHER BY FOR-

OR MANY YEARS PEOPLE WHO REFUSED TO WORK ON

CHRISTMAS EITHER WENT TO J A IL  OR PAID FINEST

LOOK AT US NOW —  HOW WE ARE ’ CAUGHT UP

NFXORflRI F PPn£FSS-Wf-66MFeRM

THOIIGH WE MAY SECRETLY T

STRONG
Atfr-HDMBUG' TONE, WHEN~ffE~WROT
IWHA T 
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C H U T R lS T S  HAVE NOW CLEARLY-
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}>NOW, WE CA N 'T  BLAME THE MERCHANTS. AS MANY ARE 

WONT TO DO? WHEN WE HEAR THE CRY, 'L E T 'S  PUT 

CHR* 18T BACK INTO CHRlSOMAS' <T ! S ALWAYS OHE

' NT I MAT I ON THAT THE MERCHANT 'S  A K ■NO OF SCROOGE 

WHO IS  WRINGING H IS  HANDS IN DELIGHT AS JOHN Q? 

PUBLIC  DANCES TO H IS  TUNE?

I PRFER TO CHANGE THE SLOGAN TO: 'L E T 'S  PUT 

OURSELl/FS BACK INTO CHRISTMAS* '  THE PROBLEM IS  

NOT THE BUYING OF GIFTS? AND CERTAINLY WE 

C AN 'T OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT AS BUSINESS PROS­

PERS, AT CHRISTMAS TIME OR ANY OTHER T IM E , THE 

WHOLE NATION PROSPERS?

^ I T  SEEMS TO ME THAT THE PROBLEM IS  QUITE S IM PLE: 

[CHRISTMAS HAS THREE DIMENSIONS! -  UNO THE A VERGE 

PERSON TOUCHES IT  ONLY AT THE SURFACE?

AT THE SURFACE LEVEL THE WHOLE SEASON OF 

CHRISTMAS AND THE LOVELY CUSTOMS OF SINGING 

CAROLS AND EXCHANGING GIFTS -  SYMBOLIZE SOME­

THINGS THAT CAN ONLY BE UNDERSTOOD nu au



INNER LEVEL* BUT

F E S T IF IT Y  IS  A LOVELY TH IN G 1: WALK ARK AVE?

AND SEE THE CHRISTMAS TREES, WALK UP AND DOWN 

5TH AVE* AND SEE THE BREATHTAKING D ISPLAY S, WALK 

THROUGH THE CROWDS AND CATCH THE FEELINGS OF JOY 

AND EXPECTANCY —  AND THERE IS  A BACKGROUND OF 

BELL-R IN G IN G  SALVATION ARMY LA S S IE S , AND THE

VARIED ARRAY OF SANTA CLAUSES WITH THE S U IT AND 

MANNER T HAT DOES NOT Q U IIT E ^F IT , AND THE FRAGRANCE 

OF m m . CHESTNUTS BEING WARMED ON A CRUDE STOVE 

AND HANDLED BY GRIMY HANDS? ALL T H IS  IS CHRISTMA:

BUT THERE IS  SOMETHING MORE? HOW EASILY WE CAN 

PACK THE A R T IF IC IA L  TREES AND GARLANDS AND BELLS 

BACK INTO THE ATTIC  FOR ANOTHER YEAR? HOW QUICKL' 

THE STORES CAN CHANGE THEIR DISPLAYS TO JANUARf 

SALES? HOW SOON THE STREET SANTA CLAUS RETURNS
____       "  ' " “ "̂~***~ ■■■ ■!■»■» —■ .. . T,,, ^  I,, | | |M  ̂ ^ ^ —I— ^  ~   ”

TO m s  PLACE/lN L IN E  AT THE UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSA- 

T 1 ON OFFICE?

THERE IS SOMETHING MO.E*



IT  IS  THE N A T IV ITY  STORY ITSELF -  THE BIRTH OF
^ ^ y —  ' ~ -----

JESUS IN A MANGER THOSE LONG YEARS AGO!

TH IS  IS AN ASPECT OF CHRlM ASf THAT SEEMS TO 

H h 3 E T  LOST IN THE SHUFFLE! TWO WOMEN MERE PEER -

IING THROUGH CHRISTMAS CROWDS INTO THE STORE 

WINDOWS WHEN THEY CAME TO A LOVELY CRECHE. ONE 

OF THEM REMARKED: "N O W  LOOK AT THAT. WOULDN’ T 

YOU KNOW IT ? THE CHURCH I S E lffN  TRYING TO TAKF 

OVER CHRISTMAS. *

BUT TH IS  IS  THE SECOND DIMENSION OF CHRISTMAS!

IT  IS  A LOVELY STORY, BUTIONE THAT STRETCHES CUR

c r e d u l it y !  and to m ake  I t  e v e n  more D IF F IC U L T ,

THERE ARE REALLY TWO STORIES. TWO SEPARATE AND 

D IS T IN C T  ACCOUNTS, TWO SETS OF CHARACTERS, TWO 

ENTIRELY DIFFERENT SETTINGS TO THE B lRTH OF 

JESUS -  AS RECOUNTED IN THE GOSPELS OF M ^ l !  LUKE

«fL#KE TELLS THE STORY OF PASTROL S IM P L IC IT Y , A 
STORY OF MEN OF FA ITH AND VI Si ON -  SHEPHERDS



IN THE FIELD  KEEPING WATCH B7 NlGHT OVER THElR 

FLOCK, AND OF AN ANGEL STAND ING BY F IL L IN G  THEM 

WIBH FEAR* AND OF ANGEL VOICES TELLING K M  OF 

THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR IN A MANGER* AND OF 

THElR  DETERMINATION TO GO SEE AND WORSHIP*

THE MAJTHFW S1TORY Is  COLORED WlTH GRANDEUR AND 

REGAL SPLENDOR, A STORY OF AND PERHAPS FOR PEOPLE

of w is d o m , of in t e l l e c t  ̂ i t  t e l l s  of

WHOlXAME.

THE EAST T(^JER U SALEM. FOLLOWING A STAR. WH <CH 

WAS PROBABLY AN ASTROLOGICAL S IG N . THAT LED DHEM 

ALSO TO THE MANGER, AND WHERE THEY PRESENTED ITHE 

NEW-BORN KING WITH GIFTS OF GOLD, FRAN-INCENSE, 
AND MYRRH*

SO TH IS  IS THE STORY -  OR STORIES* WHAT CHILD 

IS THERE WHO COULD NOT RETELL IT? AND YET WHAT 

ADULT IS THERE WHO UNDERSTANDS IT  IN TERMS OF 

H iS  OWN L IF E  >N TH■S T •ME^ AND IN RELATION TO 
H .  i A i U .-sE E K  I NG„ CCn .O R M I.y u ln n r w  ( ;n



1   —    m tm n rn m m  ■ ■ —  ■ - — ]- w m \ ' ~ '  _

► 'T  >S I n [THE (THIRD plMENS'ONl THAT CHRISTMAS MAKES
sense —  >n the I nner m eaning  cf the sto ry1, ' t 
i s  an I dea so important that it  has several

HANDHOLDS BY WH1CH TO LA>D HOLD OF >T ACCORDING 
TO OUR CONSCIOUSNESS: WHETHER I n FAlTH AND
s i t ip l i c i r y  l ' ke the shepherds, ar I n reason and_ 
in t e l l e c t  l ' ke the w' se men*

BUT WHATEBER MAY BE YOUR OWN PERCEPTION OF THE

GREATEST STORY, ONE THING IS  SURE -  IT  IS  THE 1

STORY OF THE GREATEST G IFT OF A LL:

IT GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE H IS  
9 ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON” ' . ’

lECKHAEP: ’ GOD NEVER BEGOT BUT ONE SON, BUT THE
ETERNAL IS  FOREVER BEGETTING THE ONLY-BEGOTTJ

GOD SO LOVB> THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE XSLU-- GOD SO 

LOVED THAT HE GAVE^ WE DO A

CHRISTMAS. BUT W ^  D £  WE GIVE? IT  DOES HAVE A 

CONNECTION, BUT DO WE KNOW WHAT THE CONNECTION I ST 

HOW MUCH G IV ING  DO WE DO BECAUSE WE REALLY WANT 

TO G 'VE? AND HOW MUCH BECAi .s f  uir c u n n m .



OUT OF O BLIG ATIO N , OR CONFORMITY, OR G U ILT?

[THE POET SAYS: " ITHE G IFT  WITHOUT THE GIVER I S

BARE? WHY? BECAUSE WHEN YOU GIVE ONLY A G IF T ,

IT  IS  SOMETHING THAT DEPLETES YOU IN THE G IV IN G

BUT WHEN YJDU GIVE IN THE S P IR IT  OF LOVE AND

^ S E R V IC E , YOU~PUT SOMETHING I NTo T hF g IF T THAT

TIBANSCENPS J T S  IN T R IN S IC  VALUE' YOU ARE BLESSED

'N  THE G IV ING  AND THE OTHER IS  BLESSED IN THE 
RECEIVING *

THE MAT0HAL G IFT IS  MERELY A VEHICLE THROUGH 

WHICH TH IS  INTERCHANGE TAKES PLACE! BOTH OF 

YOU ARE THE RICHER FOR THE EXPERIENCE! AND 

THOUGH THE MATERIAL BAUBLE IS  SOON DISCARDED, 

THE BLESSING REMAINS AS SOUL TREASURE THAT 
IS  NEVER LOST!

►HERE IS  AN INSIGHT INTO A FACET OF THE UNIVERSE 

THAT WE SHOULD NEVER FORGET:

i L ' i r A? S ¥ S rD9 !; !A R AN0 ro u  HAVE ONE DOLLAR,AND IF I GIVE YOU MY DOLLAR AND YOU GIVE ME YOUR



DOLLAR, WE W ILL S T IL L  EACH HAVE ONLY ONE DOLLAR' 
BfUT IF I HAVE AN IDEA AND YOU HAVE AN IDEA AND WE 
EACH GIVE THE OTHER AN ID EA, WE W3ULD NOW BOTH 
HAVE TWO IDEAS!

T H IS  IS  BECAUSE WHEN WE ffilVE SOMETHING (FO U R - 

SELVES WE DO NOT LOSE IT ,  BUT EXPAND AND 

INCREASE IT !  IT  IS  D lV lN E  LAW THAIT IS  DHE KEY 

TO HAPPINESS AND SUCCESS!

CHRISTMAS DEALS WITH G IV IN G  OF OURSELVS WHICH 

ACTUALLY INVOLVES A G IV IN G  WAY TO OUR GREATER 

PO TENTIAL, ACTUALLY A KIND OF BIRTH OF THE CHRIST 

AND A COMMITMENT TO CONTINUED UNFOLDMENT OF 

THE GREATER P O S S IB IL IT IE S  OF OUR NATURE! TH IS

DHE POET SO BEAUTIFULLY STATES IT :

['THOUGH CHRIST A THOUSAND TIMES IN BETHLEHEM!
BE BORN, IF  H E 'S  NOT BORN IN THEE, THY SOUL 

|T s  ALL FORLORN!’ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J
CHRI SIMAS IS  AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PERSONAL GROWTH, 

AND IF WE WOULD REALLY KEEP CHRISTMAS, IT  CALLS 
FOR A COMMITMENT TO LET SOMETHING BE BORN IN US,



0

- m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

' IS  OFTEN RETOLD AT 

T H IS  SEASON, BUT NORMALLY THE EMPHASIS Is  ALL 

WRONG* FOR IT  IS  NOT THE STORY OF BOB CRATCHlT

BEING HARASSED BY A MEAN OLD MAN, 

EBENEE2ER SCROOGE* <T IS A DRAMATIC STORY OF * I

MARVELOUS THROUGH THE INFLUENCE

OF HHE S P IR IT  OF CHRISTMAS?

I HAVE LONG BEEN ON A CAMPAIGN TO RECOVER
DlBNlTY It  FEEL THAT H^flAS BEEN

G>VEN A ’ BUM RAP'? HE HAS BECOME THE CAR ICATUR! 

OF THE MEAN, SELF IS H , MATER IA L I S T 'C  PERSON?

AND WE R lD 'C U LE  HhlM  AND THOSE L IK E  H ■ M WHO 

CRY OUT ’ BAH. HUMBUG'?

Ou t  t h e  s to r y  is  t h e  s to r y  of g r o w th , t h e  m ir a c l e

OF CHANGE, AND THE REAL I TY OF THE 0 > V > NE P O TE N Tk 

THAT IS ALWAYS PRESENT W 'T H In  THE MOST DEPRAVED 

PERSON? I N THE END SCy.ftRF BECAME A SENS IT I >/E 

EMPLOYER. A SECOND FATHER TO T IN Y -T IM. AND HE

v c I ced  a str o n g  c o m m it m e n t :



' 1 W1 LL HONOUR CHR'STMAS >N MlfflEART,
I AND TRY TO KEEP 'T  ALL THE'YEAR 

W ILL L 1VE IN TH f PAST, THE PRESENT,
AND.THE FUTURE1.P ITTHE.SP R 'T S  OF ALL THREE SHALL SKR*VE 8>TH ■N ME 
1 W1 LL NOT SHUT OUT THE LESSONS T1AT THEY

t e a c h ! ’
$ 0  ACTUALLY, INSTEAD OF B E 1NQ THE V1L L A IN  OF 

HE CHRISTMAS STORY, SCROOGE SHOULD BE THE HERg’  

F8R UNLESS MHAT HAPPENED TO H IM . HAPPENS I N 

S^OMEHAY TO EACH OF US. HE CANNOT SAY THAT UF 

ARE INTO CHRISTMAS. OR AT LEAST HE ARE NKT 

LETTING IT  GET INTO US*

POEM
FROM OUT OF TH IS  STATE OF STRIFE AND 

V^ROM OUT OF EARTH'S NOISE AND FUSS, 
THERE H IL L  YET ARISE A MAN G O D -S iz ! 
HHO H IL L  STAND FOR THE HHCLE OF US*

HATE,

M3UR EARS ARE SORE H ITH  THE NOISE AND ROAR 
OF THE P A R T IA L IS T ’ S RANT AND FUSS,

HHO STANDS FOR H IS  CLASS AND NOT f6 R  THE MASS, 
VFOR THE GREATEST AND LEAST OF US1

PRAYCHILDHOOD’ S DAY HE HERE TAUGHT TO 
TO ONE HHO HAS FATHER TO A LL,
HHO STRENGTHENED THE HEAK, PROJECTED THE MEEK, 
AND NOTICED THE SPARROH’ S FALL*



WE WERE TOLD OF A MAN, A WONDERFUL MAN, 
THE GREATEST TH IS  EARtH E ’ ER TROD,
WHO TOLD EACH MAN WHATEVER H IS  CLAN 
TO MEASURE HIMSELF WITH GOD.

SO WE WAIT TODAY AND DEEPLY PRAY 
IN THE M IDStr OF EARTH’ S NOISE AND FUSS, 
FOR A MAN TO ARTSE, IN LOVE S O D -S IZ E ,
IN  THE HEART OF Ea 6 h ONE OF U S * '

AND ONE OF THE GREATEST IDEAS EVER EXPRESSED -  

IS  THAT THERE IS  A MAN GOD-SIZE W ITHIN  THE HEART 

OF EVERY ONE OF US. PAUL: 'C H R IS T  IN YOU HOUR 
HOPE OF G LO RY!’

AND THE INNER MEANING OF CHRISTMAS IS  THAT 

TH IS  CHRIST MAN, THE GOD MAN W ITHIN  YOU, CAN BE 

REBORN, REAWAKENED, AND THAT YOU CAN BE THE PERSON 

YOUR REALITDESIRE TO BE!

'GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE YOU —  
THAT OF YOU THAT IS  BEGOTTEN ONLY OF H IM !


