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THr CcLr BRATION OF UFr

-cfc- ML ftry
LOMGFFLLOW: o~ meeeee
| Hr ARn THC BrLLS O'!" CHRISTMAS DAY

THr IR OLD FAMILIAR CAROLS PLAY,
AMO WILOfAMO SWFHIT

THr WOROS RFPFAT,
1 0F PrACr OM rARTH, T0 Mr M.

YAS...CHRISTMAS IS COMING.. .AMn, MUCH AS WF
MAY r XPCRIFNCF OCCASIONAL DRFAD OR RASISTANCA

TO THr PRFSSURrS TO CONFORM.. WF USUALLY GCT
SWFPT OFF OUD FEET BY ITS COMPFLLI MG AIR.

THr SI MGIMG OF CAROLS, THR TRIMMING OF THC TRFr ,
THC WREATHS OF HOLLYfANn SPRIGS OF MISTFTOc, ANO
R

-D ANO WHITc PO|MSrTTIAS FVCcRYWHcRr .
THr GLOW OF CNNOLFLIGHT ANO TINSEL, THr

RAGRANCF OF P\:Nr...AWO THC SPICY AROMAS COMING

FROM THE KITCHEN...ANO THC WIDF-r YEn EXCI TEMANT
OF CHILDREN.

THr EXCITEMENT OF CHRISTMAS FVEF, A WALK OOWN PRK
AVI.. THF FAIRYLANO OF LIGHTS At RAO10 CITY,
THE MUSIC ANn PAGFANTRY ON TV...
AND THF CHRISTMAS CRFCHCS ... RETELL ING THr
STORY OF JOSFPH AND MARY ANn THF STABLr OF
THC INN OF BFTHLrHc LM WHFRF THFRr HAD BCFN mo
ROOM...ANn THF WISE MFN ANn SHrRHcRnS...ANn
THC STAR OF THr FAST...AND THF MAGNIFICr NCF
OF THAT NATIVITY SCENF [N THF MAMGr R.

AND YFT...Al.L THIS IS ON THF SURFACF...A FACADF
THAT IS PASTED ON, ANn A CHARADr WHAT WF ANNUALLY
PLAN.  UNLrSS OURfCHRISTMAS GOFS DFFPFR THAN
THIS...IT COMFS AND GOES__ LEAVING OUR HFADS

antSe a esslv (r [ | | f
THAT ALL ABOUT?




FNDFNCY [N MAN TO LOSI THI RMAI NTO

[THrRF IS A
McAN|NG OF PROFOUMn r XPr RIFNCFS BY Sr TTlI [NQ
IS TR WHOIY

V. RITUAL ANO HABITUAL PRACTIC1/.  THIS
HOl Y HAY

HISTORY OF RELIGION. A BFAUTIFUL
IN TIMT BFCOMAS A HOI inAY. AND pV'/NtOT1J Y

BFCOMFS A HOLLOW* PAY,

'ASK THr QUFSTION, t*HAT DOAS CHRISTMA

[1ff. AVERAGF P'-RSON"'.'irliP CAN GAT OUT
SANTA CCAUS SYNDROME..

"L
WOULD SAY..ACHRISTMAS
Jrsus *
IT MIGHT SURPRISYT ~ PERSON TO HFAR
Mr SAY THAT THIS IS THI DAY .FSIIS
THFRF 1S CURATF HISTORY ON

F FARLY LIFF OF JrSUS. «ONLY A VARIETY OF
CONFLICTING LcGFNDS.

THC DATr . DFCrMBrP ?5TH WAS SCT BY A CHURCH
HISTORIAN [N THP SIXTH CENTURY AD -  UWDOUBTFDLvV

INFLUMNCFO BY THc ROMAN FFAST OF WHIC]
OCCURRFD AT THIS TIM1Y.

?2*TE IS NOT ALL

CHRISTMAS IS NOT JUST TH'
THr COMMEMORATION OF THF N

IT IS INTENDED TO CFLCBRATEF.. .N BUT
THEAC)J|R|S| SPIRIT THAT Hr RFVF- AS THr

*THOUGHLCHRIST A THOUSAND TIMFS IN Br TH(cHr M BF
OR’ AIE}HF NOT BORN«N THrF, THY SOUL
S AM 1 AD

tof CHRIST WAS NOT BORN [N BCTHLFRFM...JFSUS WAS.
1 THE BIRTH OF THF CHRIST GOFS BACK TO GENESIS | s

Il-AT IMPORTANT.. .FOR

RTHDAY OF JrSUS AND
TIVITY [N BETHICHCM.

)

00—




"TBOD CRFATrP MAM |Mffl|S OM IMAGc  PARFACT MAM
FORMrO IM THc MImo OF GOP. JASUS WAS MOT THr
fCRFATIOM OF THFfCHRIST |M MAM, BUT THF RFVCAL|NG
t OF THc CHRIST AMO THr FULFILLMENT OF IT IM HIM.

BUT IT DOFSHT FNn THFRF. IT FORFTFLLS OF
THF CHRIST W YOU...AMO COMPELS YOU OM TO

YOUR OM1 AWAKEM|mg OF IT.  GabSt
SOMTHFAMPROBLFMAFCHR IS TMAS . .. A

IBIRTHHAY.. .CFLFBRA TI<IG JfSUS.. .RATHFRTHAM A
M COMULTMIMT BAY..,CFLr BRATIMG THF TRAMSC*Mofwt

JFSUS SAIO: WHY CAILLrST THOU Mc GOON, MOwr |S

>6000 SAVF GOO. OOMT CFLFBRATF Mc .. ,fir LcBRATC
" LIFF...THF OIVIMF FLOW |M MAM.

AS TROWARP SAYS: JrSUS CAMF, MOT TO PROCLAIM
MSELF, BUT MAM: NOT TO TFLL US OF HIS OWM

nIVI MITY SFPARATING him FROM THF RACF AMP MAKIMG
HIM THF GREAT FXCrPTIOM, BUT TO TFLL US OF OUR
(P)VINITY AMP TO SHOW [M HIMSFLF THF GRFAT cXAMPLf
S

.

F THF *L JJ' RFACHIMG ITS FULL PFRSQNAL fxprfs-
IOM Im MAM.*

PcOPIf LAUGHFP. OR CRIrP *SACRIlI fgf*  WHFMIwAI T
itfflliamWROTF, *1 CFIfBRATAMTSFIF* -- BUT THAT

4 1S REALLY WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT...THF Crt.F-
BRATIOM OF THF GOP-POTENTIAL |N MAN. toy

HOW FASILY THINGS PFTFRIORATf INTO HOLLOW
<JPAGEANTS. POINTFP UP BY THF CLASSIC COMMIT

CUR-
.CAMF Y W
FCHF...ONF SAIP T THF 0
KNOW' | FVrN THF  HURCH W m "

THF AC



WORP HTRIVAT10*4S SHOW MUCH ABOUT HOW BEAUTIFUL
IPFAS Pr TFRIORAF, [N 1?47, EN5SLAND, ST. MARY
OF BFTHLrHFM HOSPITAL STARTS. 7?00 YCARS LATFR,
IT HAP BFCOMr HOSPITAL FOR INSANE".  INSTFAP OF
QUICT PLACr OF np”AC*: ANn HFALING. ..IT BCCAMC
PLACC OF PISORPFR AMP CONFUSION..ANn WILP *'OISrS

Br TH.rHFM  BFCAMC IH "BCTHLAM.. .AMP LATFR
NOW WHFN Wec THINK OF MOISF AMP CONFU
MAY SAY. “THE PLAC” |IS A BFPLAM.

NOF HOW CHRISTMAS [ TSFLF_ HAS BrirN CORRUPTFP
INTO XMAS... X-PAY. A PAYt-WITH NO MFAN|NG
OTHrR THAN THr FXCUSF FOR BUYING AMP SCLLING,
GIFT GIVING ANP RFCFIVING, ANP OFLFICF PARTES.

HOW CAN WF RFCAPTURF THF SPIRITUAL MFANFG OF
CHRISTMAS. SOMF SAY, HFTS PUT CHRIST BACK

INTO _CHRISTMAS." BUt WHAT IS CHRIST?..A
Pl ARTEC.nF-PARIs PARC |[M THC CRACH”A? A PAINFUL

FIGIIRF ON A CROSS? CHRIST IS TIF PRIMCfPI F ftF
TfIF PIVINITY OF MAN.

THr NrFn i1s TO PUT |.IFFTACK INTO CHRISTMAS.
LIFC TRANSCENPENT. .TTfir TRUf LIFF WITHIN FVFRYQO'l

THF LIFF WHICH 1S THF SPARK OF DIVINITY, WHICH
ON*; MAY PFSFCRATF BUT NPVFR QUITF LOSF.

VLIFC IS A FLAMr WHICH IS ALWAYS BURNING
OUT. BUT IT CATCHFS FIRF again FVFRY TIMc

ANn A CHILD IS BORN fVfry TIMF YOU GIVF "XPRFS-
SION TO SOMFTHING OF THF TRANSCENPENCF OF YOUR
CHRIST SFLF. CHRISTMAS CALLS TO THIS AWAKCN*FG



Wf GFT ALL fIAUGHT UP IN THF OUTSinr OF CHRISTMAS
AMO FAIL TO GcT |MSinc. WF TRY TO MAKC IT
® HAPPCM FjJJR US...AMn FAIL TO LrT IT HAPPEM [P
'US. AMD IT CAM HAPPFM IN YOU...AMO WILL, tf

YOU FXPFCT IT AMO NURTURF IT...AMO Cf| fbbaTF

THF TRUr LIFF AT THC HFART OF YOU.

,OMf THIMG SURF.. .MOTHING OF{CHRISTMAS IS GOING

A TO COMc TO US ROUTINELY OM DFCCMBFR " 5TH...AMO
NOTHING IS GOING TO HAPPEN IN US BY SOMr FIAT
OF GOn AT THIS TIMf.

WFOMESOAY WILL BF A nAY LIKC ANY OTHrR HAY...
?THf SUN WILL RISF AMO Sr T ROUTINELY. BUT IT
‘CAN Br A VFRY SPFCIAL DAY OF AWAKrM3MG IF Wc

MAKr IT. A SPFCIAL nAY OF COMMITMFMT TO THr
IMNCRFIQ'j.

IT IS INTFRFSTIMG THAT CHRISTMAS HAS BFFN SFT
RIGHT AT THr TIMF OF THF WIMTfr SOLSTICf, THF
TIMC WHEM THF SUM IS AT |IS GRFATr ST OISTANCF
FROM THC Cfit STIAL FQUATOR -- ABOUT DFC. ' ?MO.

AMD IT [* INTFRFSTIMG THAT MOST CULTURCS M
ALL HISTORY HAVF HAD SOMr CFLEBRATION AT THIS
SFASOM.. .RFCOGNITI ON OF THC RFBIRTH OF LIGHT

INTO THc WORLD.

IWIT IS IN THIS CONTFXT THAT JOSFPHINF PRESTON

WPFABOnrS DRAMA, *TH- WOl F OF RIIBBIO* IS SIGNI-
FICANT. |t nri1S WIffl HANs Attfmpt TO FIMO

WHOLr NFSS THROUGH RFALIZI MG HIS UMITY WITH ALL
LIFF...EXPFRrvc|ING A QUICKFMING OF LIGHT THAT
k/I,&AI'[L)JSRFTO MASTFRING THF BFSTIAL f|.cmfnt$ OF HIS




TH" *UY IS MFDIFAVAL [N SFTTING, BASrD ON A
| ffir Mn ABOUT SAIMT FMWns IN THC TI TLr ROLr

THr WOLF PORTRAYS MA'IS IRJ/TL NATURr ... THr UPWARD
Pill 1 OF THC nIVIMC AMn THF DOWNWARD pill I OF -~

JHF BFAST -- THF TWO CONTFNDIn§ FORCFSIN few.

Ow THr MORNING OF A BRIGHT COLD WINTFR DAY,
AGAINST THC BACKDROP OF THF BL"AK RFFRAIN @F THF

WIND...COMrS THF VOICF OF THr WOLF:

-THF WORLD IS COLD.
THr SNOWS ARF ROUND US, FOLD ON FOLD

THIS OLD UNHAPPY HFART

DOFS NAUGHT TO KAFP MF WARM.
HIDF FROM STORM TO STORM

AR

TH S IS LIFF AT ITS LOWFR LFVFL, BFCOMING CON-
SCIOUS OF LIMITATION A«D WANT, BUT DRFAMING OF

WARMTH AND LIGHT.  THFRF IS Ao,

A BFLL THF DISTANCF, AND HIS HrART OPENS...

ft". .WONDFRING HOW TWOUQt) FFH
| TO SIT WITH MEN AND SHARF THFIR MrAL!

HF HAD PRFYED ON_ THr PrOPLr OF GUBBIO SO HF
IN DFADLY FMAR OF THFM ANn THFY OF HIM.
unto I1tsflf thf light.

APPEARS SINGING PRAISES* '0
. HF SYMBOLIZE

FSS OF THF LIGHT,

rJdJriw tirarfT m n E
t MAN. INILRISI INU HIALOGUEF. ..



LIKC JFISUS |I\/I WILDERNESS WITH SATAN... THr
UPWARD URGr ... THC DOWNWARD PULL.

O'ICF thf wolf pulls back, '\ DgNT WANT A
MAM. UNTII  MEN STOP ACTIN

BUT FINALLY, OM CHRISTMAS FVr AROUND A CRFCHF
FRECTED BY ST. FRANCIS, THF WOLF OF GUBBIO [N A"
ACT OF CONTRITI®N AND COMMITMENT, DISSOLVFS

FFAR AND ANTAGONISM AND FARMS HIS PLACF IN THC

g{ﬁ\l}lé% OF LOVF ANn BROTHFRHOOD. AND FRANCIS

AMD THF VFRY STARS SHALL SING
FOR THF JOY OF THIS GLAD THING.
THO WF CROWN HIM Yr T WITH THORN,
THO Wr LAUGH HIM ALL TO SCORN,
LOVF, - LOVF IS BORN.”

AMD HF CONCLUDES:
“ANn IF IHckniF OUT YONDFR ANY WOLF,

OR GRFAT OR SMALL, BcHOLD I
COMF LITTLF BROTHFR WOLVFS, COMF HITHrR

OUT OF THE COLD."

IT 1S A BEAUTIFUL SYMBOL OF AN AWAKENING TO
THF GRFATNFSS OF LIFC, THF TRUF CFLrBRATION OF
...................... IN THE HFART OF ALL OF US.

THIS IS »  THERF

S MUCH TIAL IN
THE BFHAVIOR MAN.  BUT WITHIN ALL PERSONS

S THF DRFAM OF T TEN
THF JONATHAN [ VI kl/IRST8 II:': -S[']:ﬁhll ORnI—%E(,)A(I\%D lT l,SALI

BUT THFRF IS A INVOLVED. IN THr FLOW

IT nOFSNT COME TO YOU...BUT THROUGHL YOU.



HOW no YOUfINOW HOW YOU ARE nOI MG?. .WHERE YOU

RCALLY ARE IN CONSCIOUSNESS?

'YOU CAN TELL WHAT YOU BELIEVE BY HOW YOU
FINO YOURSELF ACTING.”

O« SURE TEST OF WHETHER CHRISTMAS IS REALLY
HAPPEN|MQ INtYOU...IS: CAM YOU LOOK AT THE
NOWMTRONnEM, THC OISrASrn, THr OIRTY, THr
IGNORANT evem THC MISGUIOEO CRIMINAL -- ANn SAY

MOT 4- *1 ftSAQLLFOR YOUR SQUALOR AMn IGMORAMC"
ANO FILTH. | F O R WHAT YOU ARE.
BUT RATHCR: [t S ”* 'YOUR SQUALOR AMn | GNORAMCr

NO FILTH...BUT 1 BEHQLO 1 E CHRIST IN YOU A«n
CELEBRATE THE DIVINITY 1 YOU CAN Bc.

LET THE ASCCI\/InéNG URGE WITHIN YOU LIFT YOU UP

IN. CONSCIOUSNESS...ANO MAKE CHRISTMAS LIFE-
SIZED. AFFIRM:

TICHRIST IS BORN |N ME THIS HAY,
IHWLLOWBn BE HIS PRESENCE WITHIN Mc .

| CELEBRATE MY TRUE SrLF.. .ANn |[M THIS ACT
OF CELEBRATION | LOVE AND FOS»GIVr ALL PERSONS

| freely GIVE the BLESSING OF LOVr ANn PEACE/

E
NO QUESTION ABOUT IT ... THERr RAM Mryrp
BNR OF A Nrw PAPr nr MM [IMTII ~ a

1S A ATION OF THE | IF?1That tran-

SCENNnS THE . CHRISTMAT IS THE BEST POSSIBLE

LABORATORY OPPORTUNI TY... THOUGH |.ETS npNT
QIIRSELE. JHA T M<MY PTRcnw: mopy »t TH|S CEICWATIf

| BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT THERE CAN RE A RC.
H OF | IRHT tN AWAKENING OF SPIR [TUAL MAN,

A RENAISSANCE OF PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO ME'

" THATSCIMRQKKLT ) f H ~ O N W 1DIS TANT
PLANETS CAN CERTAINLY CONQUER INNAr SPACC.




SAY ..

hawpam omf

FOR THAT TRAP.. .FORArTTSTASY TO
SO* FMPHASIZC ONFS POWFRLFSSNFSS AS TO SETTLr
INTO PROCRASTINATION AND INACTION.. .AND THr

OBSFRVANCF OF HOLLOW DAYS OF CHRISTMAS.

A PROFrSSORAT HARVARD PUT TOGFTHcR THF MONFRN
SCHOLARSHIP ABOUT THF BIBLr, AND ANNOUNCED

10 HIS COLLFAGUFS THAT Hc WAS GOING TO B~AGIN
TEACHING THF Nfw INSIGHT. THFY SAID, AW COMF

ON |IT WOULD TAKC 500 YrARS TO CHANGC THF CSTAB-
LISHrD TRADITIONS ABOUT THF BIBLC.

Itt
HF 3FGAN HIS CLASS WITH THE STATMENT. .TTHrY SAY

IT WILL TAKr 500 YFARS TO CHANGE TRADITI ON.. .1J
THF RFQQRn SHOW THAT WF ARfBf GIWN|HG TODAY."

IT MAY TAKr GFNFRATIONS TO ALTFR TRFNDS I[N OUR
SOCIETY... TO AWAKFEN A nfw AWARFNFSS OF THC

[I\)I(IDWNITY OF MAN...BUT IT CAN RFGIN WITH YOU RIGH

CLASSIC LINFS:
AMOONLY OMF BUT | AM ONF,

| CANT DO FVF$SYTHING, BUT | CAN DO SOMFTHIN(
WHAT | CAN DO | OUGHT TO DO. ANn WHAT |
OUGHT TO DO...BY THF GRACF OF GOD | WILL DO

SO.. .WF URGF YOU TO LOOK BFYOND THF FAffIBE'ANN
THROUGH THF CHARADF...IT IS ALL GOOD TND

f« uf GIT
WILL BF HOLLOW AND FARCICAL.



AWI WHCN YOU SI MG THC CAROLS ABOUT THC BABr
BO'JN IM THC MANGCR.. .KNOW THAT YOUAftA T

THC CHILD OF GOD |M YOU. AMD fift fiB Fll
WITH THAT CHRIST PROCrSS IN YOUW ™. rn'TO
GO FORWARD, LIKC THC SHCP HCRDS ANDJfcWISr Mr M,

10O PAY HOMAGC WITH GIFTS. YOU GO FORWARD TO
MAKF YOUR CALIBRATION OF LIFF IN FRMS OF THA
Naw COMMITMANT TO THC HIGHWAY [N YOUR AXPAR|rwr

AMD RAMAMBCR...THA INNCR MAAMING OF CHRISTMAS

DCALS NOT JUST WITH THC BIRTHDAY OF JASUS...
BUT THr NrW BIRTH OF YOUR OWN GOD4SCLF.

Lr T avary VRRY CHRISTMASYGRATriNR.. rf a
SINCara BLaTssIWU TO [)IHL!/S AND ACCrPTCD FOR

YOURSAILF - RAILATING TO THCCCLr8RAT|0'l OF THC
TRJA LIFF WITHIN YOU.




