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THr  Cc L r BRATION OF U F r
, - c f  c - ~̂tL, ftry

LOMGFFLLOW: ~ ~ ~ -- - - - - -
I Hr ARn THC Br LLS O'! CHRISTMAS DAY 
THr IR OLD F A M I L IA R  CAROLS PLAY,

AMO WILOfAMO SWF FIT 
THr  WOROS RF P FA T ,

1 OF Pr ACr  OM r ARTH, TO Mr M.

' Y ^ S . . . C H R I S T M A S  IS C O M I N G . . .AMn,  MUCH AS WF 
MAY r XPc' R I F NCF OCCASIONAL DRFAD OR R^SISTANC^
TO THr  PRF SSURr S TO CONFORM.. .WF USUALLY GC T 
SWF PT OFF OUD FEET BY ITS  COMPFLLI MG A I R .

THr  SI MG I MG OF CAROLS, THR TRIMMING OF THC TRFr , 
THC WREATHS OF HOLLYfANn SPRIGS OF M IS T F T O c , ANO 
RFD ANO W HITc PO|MSr T T I A S  FVc RYWHc Rr .

THr  GLOW OF CNNOLF L IG H T  ANO T I N S E L , THr  
FRAGRANCF OF P | N r . . . A W O  THC SPICY AROMAS COMING 
FROM THE K I T C H F N . . . A N O  THC W I D F - r YF n EXCI TEM^NT 
OF C HILD RFN.

THr  EXCITEMENT OF CHRISTMAS F V F ,  A WALK OOWN PRK 
AV1! . ,  THF FAIRYLANO OF L IGHTS A t  RAO 10 C I T Y ,
THE MUSIC ANn PAGFANTRY ON T V . . .

AND THF CHRISTMAS CRFCHCS . . . RE TELL ING THr  
STORY OF JOSFPH AND MARY ANn THF STABLr  OF 
THC INN OF BF THLr Hc LM WHFRF THFRr  HAD BCFN mo 
R O O M . . .A N n  THF WISE MF N ANn SHr RHc R n S . . .ANn
THC STAR OF THr  F A S T . . . A N D  THF M A G N IF IC r NCF 
OF THAT N A T I V I T Y  SCFNF |N  THF MAMGr R.

AND Y F T . . . A I . L  T H IS  IS ON THF S U R F A C F . . . A  FACADF 
THAT IS PASTFD ON, ANn A CHARADr  WHAT WF ANNUALLY 
PLAN. UNLr SS OURfCHRISTMAS GOFS DFFPFR THAN 
T H I S . . . I T  COMFS AND GOES_ _ LEAVING OUR HFADS
a n t S e  a  e s s 1 v  ( r r i ! f • • •
THAT ALL ABOUT?



/TH r RF IS  A F N D F N C Y  |N  MAN TO LOS17 TH17 R^AI 
Mc AN|NG OF PROFOUMn r XPr RIFNCFS BY Sr TTI |NQ INTO  

V  R ITUAL ANO HABITUAL P R A C T IC 17. THIS  IS  TH17 WHOI17 
HISTORY OF R E L I G I O N .  A BFAUTIFUL HOI Y HAY 

I  IN  T IM 17 BFCOM^S A HOI i n A Y.  AND p’V'7Nt OT1J Y 
BFCOMFS A HOLLOW* PAY.

*L

•ASK THr  Q U F S T IO N ,  t ^ H A T  DO^S CHRISTMA
/ i f f .  AVFRAGF P ' - R S O N " ' . ' i r 1 i P  CAN G^T OUT 

SANTA CCAUS SYNDROME..

WOULD S A Y . .^ C H R IS T M A S  
J r SUS *

I T  MIGHT SURPRIS17 ~  
Mr  SAY THAT T H IS  IS  

_  THFRF IS  
F FARLY L I F F  OF J r SUS.  

C O N FL IC T IN G  L c GFNDS.
CURA

PERSON TO HF AR 
TH17 DAY . F S I I S

TF HISTORY ON 
•ONLY A VARIETY OF

THC DATr . DFCr MBr P ?5TH WAS SC T BY 
H IS T O R IA N  |N THP S IX T H  CENTURY AD -  
INFLU^NCFO BY THc ROMAN FFAST OF 
OCCURRFD AT THIS  T IM 17.

A CHURCH 
UWDOUBTFDLv

WHICI

? * T F  IS  NOT ALL THAT IM P O R T A N T . . .FOR 
CHRISTMAS IS  NOT JUST TH'! BIRTHDAY OF J r SUS AND 
THr  COMMEMORATION OF THF N A T I V I T Y  |N  B E T H I CHCM.

BUT 
AS THr

I T  IS  INTFNDFD TO CFLCB R A T F . . .N  
THE^Cj | R | S |  S P I R I T  THAT Hr  RF V F ~

*THOUGHLCHRIST A THOUSAND TIMFS IN Br T H ( c Hr M 
BOR”  . .  i F t H F S  NOT B O R N « N  THr F ,  THY SOULI <s AM r  API ADM "

BF

tpf CHRIST WAS NOT BORN |N  BC T H L F H F M . . . JFSUS WAS.
1 THF BIRTH OF THF CHRIST GOFS BACK TO GENESIS I •



"TBOD CRFATr P MAM | Mffl  | S OWM I MAGc P^RF^CT MAM 
FORMr O IM THc Ml mo OF GOP. J^SUS WAS MOT THr

f C R F A T I O M  OF T H F fC H R IS T  |M MAM, BUT THF RFVCA L |N G  
t OF THc CHRIST AMO THr  FU L F IL LM E N T  OF I T  IM H I M .  

BUT I T  DOFSHT FNn THFRF. I T  FORFTFLLS OF 
THF CHRIST |W Y O U . . .A M O  C O M P E L S  YOU OM TO 
YOUR OWM AWAKEM|mg OF I T .  GabSt

S O ^ T H F ^ P R O B L F M ^ F C H R  IS TMA S . . .  ^

i B I R T H H A Y . .  .CFLFBRA TI<IG J f S U S . .  .R A T H F R T H A M  A 
M COMU L T M fMT B A Y . . , C F L r BRATlMG THF TRAMSC^Mo f w t

JFSUS S A IO :  WHY CAI.Lr ST THOU Mc GOON, MOwr IS  
> 6 0 0 0  SAVF GOO. OOMT CFLFBRATF Mc . . , f i r L c BRATc 
’  L I F F . . . T H F  O I V I M F  FLOW |M MAM.

AS TROWARP SAYS: J r SUS CAMF, MOT TO PROCLAIM
H IM S E L F ,  BUT MAM; NOT TO TFLL US OF H I S  OWM 
n I V I  MlTY SFPARATING him FROM THF RACF AMP MAKIMG 
H IM  THF GREAT FXCr P T IO M ,  BUT TO TFLL US OF OUR 
P I V I N I T Y  AMP TO SHOW |M HIMSFLF THF GRFAT c XAMPLf  
OF THF * L J J '  RFACHIMG IT S  FULL PFRSQNAL f x p r f s -
SIOM I m MAM.*

Pc O P I f  L AUGHFP. OR C R I r P * SACRII  f g f *  WHFMlwAl T 
i t f f l l i a m W R O T F ,  *1 C F I f B R A T ^ M T S F I F*  - -  BUT THAT 

4  IS REALLY WHAT CHRISTMAS IS  A B O U T . . . T H F  Cr t . F -  
BRATIOM OF THF GOP-POTFNTIAL |N MAN. to y

HOW FA S IL Y  THINGS P F T F R IO R A T f  INTO HOLLOW 
<jPAGEANTS. POINTFP UP BY THF CLASSIC C O M M I T

.CAMF
F C H F . . . O N F  SAIP  T

CUR-

KNOW I 
THF AC

. F V r N THF
Y W

THF 0
HURCH w m „



WORP HTRIVAT10*4S SHOW MUCH ABOUT HOW BEAUTIFUL  
IPFAS P r T F R I O R A F ,  |N  1 ? 4 7 ,  FN5LAND, S T .  MARY 
OF BFTHLr HFM HOSPITAL S T A R T S .  ? 0 0  YCARS L A T F R ,  
I T  HAP BFCOMr  HOSPITAL FOR INSANE". INSTFAP OF 
Q U I C T PLACr  OF np^AC*: ANn H F A L IN G .  . . I T  BCCAMC 
PLACC OF PISORPFR AMP C O N F U S IO N . .A N n  WILP * 'O IS r S

Br TH'.r HFM BFCAMC I H  "BC T H L A M . . .AMP LATFR  
NOW WHFN Wc THINK OF MOISF AMP CONFU

MAY SAY.  “THE PLAC^ IS  A BFPLAM.’

N O F  HOW CHRISTMAS I T S F L F __ HAS Br l r N CORRUPTFP
INTO X M A S . . .  X - P A Y . A P A Y t - W I T H  NO MFAN|NG  
OTHr R THAN THr  F XCUSF FOR BUYING AMP SCL L I N G ,  
G I F T  G I V IN G  ANP R F C F I V I N G ,  ANP O F L F IC F  P A R T F S .

HOW CAN WF RFCAPTURF THF S P IR IT U A L  M F A N F G  OF 
CHRISTMAS.  SOMF SAY,  H F T S  PUT CHRIST BACK 
INTO C HR IS TM A S ."  B U t  WHAT IS  C H R I S T ? . . A
Pi A R T E C . n F - P A R is  PARC |M THC CR^CH^? A PAINFUL  
F IG I IR F  ON A CROSS?  C H R IS T  IS  T I F  PRlMCfPI  F ftF
TflF P I V I N I T Y  OF MAN.

THr  N rFn  i s  TO PUT I . I F F T ACK INTO CHRISTMAS.
L I F C TRANSCFNPFNT. . T T f i r  TRUf  L I F F  W I T H I N  FVFRYO'I '  
THF L I F F  WHICH IS  THF SPARK OF D I V I N I T Y ,  WHICH 
ON*; MAY PFSFCRATF BUT NPVFR Q U IT F  LOSF.

VL I F C IS A FLAMr  WHICH IS  ALWAYS BURNING 
OUT. BUT I T  CATCHFS F I R F  a g a i n  FVFRY T IM c

ANn A CHILD IS  BORN fVfry TIMF YOU G IV F  ' ’XPRFS-  
SION TO SOMFTHING OF THF TRANSCFNPFNCF OF YOUR 
CHRIST S F L F . CHRISTMAS CALLS TO THIS  AWAKCN * F G



Wf GFT ALL fiAUGHT UP IN  THF O U T S i n r  OF CHRISTMAS  
AMO F A I L  TO Gc T | M S i n c . WF TRY TO MAKC I T  

■? HAPPCM FjJR U S . . . A M n  F A I L  TO L r T I T  HAPPFM IP  
' U S .  AMD I T  CAM HAPPFM IN Y O U . . .A M O  W I L L ,  t f  

YOU FXPFCT I T  AMO NURTURF I T . . . A M O  Cf |_f b 6 a TF 
THF TRUr  L I F F  AT THC HFART OF YOU.

„ O M f  T H I MG S U R F . . .MO THING OF {CHRISTMAS IS  GOING 
^  TO COMc TO US ROUTINELY 0 M DFCCMBFR ’ 5 T H . . . A M O  

NOTHING IS  GOING TO HAPPEN IN  US BY SOMr  F I A T  
OF GOn AT THIS  T IM f .

WFOMESOAY WILL BF A nAY L I K C ANY OTHr R H A Y . . .
? T H f  SUN WILL R IS F  AMO Sr T R O U TIN E LY.  BUT I T

‘ CAN Br  A VFRY SPFCIAL DAY OF AWAKr M3MG IF Wc
MAKr  I T  A SPFCIAL nAY OF COMM IT M F MT TO THr  
I M N c R F i Q ’ j .

I T  IS INTFRFSTIMG THAT CHRISTMAS HAS BFFN SFT  
RIGHT AT THr  TIMF OF THF WIMTf r  S O L S T IC f , THF 
T IM C WHFM THF SUM IS  AT I I S  GRFATr ST OISTANCF  
FROM THC Cf i t S T IA L  FQUATOR - -  ABOUT DFC.  ’ ?MO.

AMD I T  I *  INTFRFSTIMG THAT MOST CULTURCS |M 
ALL HISTORY HAVF HAD SOMr  CFLFBRATION AT THIS  
S F A S O M . . .RFCOGNIT I  ON OF THC RFBIRTH OF L IG H T  
INTO THc WORLD.

/ W I T  IS IN  THIS  CONTFXT THAT JOSFPHINf PRESTON 
W P F A B O n r S  DRAMA, *THF WOI F OF RI IBBIO* IS S I G N I ­

F IC A N T .  | t  n r i i S W l f f l  HANs A t t f m p t  TO FIMO  
WHOLr NFSS THROUGH R F A L I Z I  MG H IS  UMITY WITH ALL 
L I F F . . . F X P F R r v c | N G  A QUICKFM|NG OF L IG H T  THAT 
L r ADS TO MASTFRING THF B FSTIAL  f|.cmfnt$ OF H IS  

. MA TURF. — —



TH'’ ° U Y  IS  MFDIFAVAL |N  S F T T I N G ,  BASr D ON A 
| f f i r Mn ABOUT SAIMT F M W n s  |N THC Tl TLr  ROLr  
THr  WOLF PORTRAYS MA'IS IHJ7TL NA TURr . . .  THr  UPWARD
Pill I OF THC n I V I MC AMn THF DOWNWARD pill I OF ~
JH.F BFAST - -  THF TWO CONTFNDIn § F O R C F S I N  f e w .

Ow THr  MORNING OF A BRIGHT COLD WINTFR DAY,  
AGAINST THC BACKDROP OF THF BL^AK R FF R A IN  0 
W I N D . . . C O M r S THF VOICF OF THr  WOLF:

OF THF

-T H F  WORLD IS  COLD.
THr  SNOWS ARF ROUND U S,  FOLD ON FOLD 
THIS  OLD UNHAPPY HFART 
DOFS NAUGHT TO K^FP MF WARM.
. . . I  H ID F  FROM STORM TO STORM
W J £ 5 1 N! L I H^ . U , T r L r  l i g h t s  b f l o w ,LIGHTS FOR W f JAEN c r 6UBBIO/

TH S IS  L I F F  AT IT S  LOWFR L F V F L ,  BFCOMING CON­
SCIOUS OF L I M I T A T I O N  A«D WANT, BUT DRFAMING OF 
WARMTH AND L I G H T .  THFRF IS  A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A BFLL THF D IS T A N C F ,  AND H IS  Hr ART O P F N S . . .
ft". . .WONDFRING HOW TWOUOt) F F H  
I  TO S I T  WITH MFN AND SHARF THFIR  Mr A L !
HF HAD PRFYFD ON THr  P r OPLr  OF GUBBIO SO HF 
IN DFADLY F^AR OF THFM ANn THFY OF H IM .

u n t o  i t s f l f  t h f  l i g h t .
APPEARS S IN G IN G  P R A IS E S *  ’ 0

.’  HF S Y M B O L I Z E
FSS OF THF L I G H T .

r J i i w t i a r f T m n E
t  MAN. i N I L R i S I  INU l i lA L O G U F . . .



L I K C J F IS U S  |M WILDFRNESS
UPWARD URGr . . . THC DOWNWARD

O'ICF t h f  w o l f  p u l l s  b a c k ,
MAM. U N T I I  MEN STOP A C T I N

WITH S A T A N . . .  THr  
P U L L .

' \  DgNT WANT ^

BUT F I N A L L Y ,  OM CHRISTMAS F V r  AROUND A CRFCHF  
FRFCTFD BY S T .  F R A N C IS ,  THF WOLF OF GUBBIO IN  A"  
ACT OF C O N T R IT I® N  AND COMMITMENT, D ISSOLVFS  
FFAR AND ANTAGONISM AND FARMS H I S  PLACF IN  THC 
RANKS OF LOVF ANn BROTHFRHOOD. AND FRANCIS  
S I N G S - " ""

AMD THF VFRY STARS SHALL S ING  
FOR THF JOY OF THIS  GLAD T H IN G .
THO WF CROWN H IM  Yr T WITH THORN,
THO Wr  LAUGH HIM ALL TO SCORN,
LOVF,  -  LOVF IS  BORN.*

AMD HF CONCLUDFS:
“ ANn IF IH c k n i F  OUT YONDFR ANY WOLF,

OR GRFAT OR SMALL, Bc HOLD i
COMF L I T T L F  BROTHFR WOLVFS, COMF H I T H r R
OUT OF THE COLD."

I T  IS  A BEAUTIFUL SYMBOL OF AN AWAKENING TO 
THF GRFATNFSS OF L I F C , THF TRUF CFLr BRATION OF 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IN  THE HFART OF ALL OF US.

» THERF 
TIAL IN  

BUT W IT H IN  ALL PERSONS
THIS IS  
IS  MUCH 
THE BFHAVIOR  
IS  THF DRFAM 
THF JONATHAN

MAN.
OF THF POTFNTIALI I V I  MRS TONE SFAGII OR G O O D . . . I T  IS

1. nREAM IN US ALI

BUT THFRF IS  A INVOLVED. IN  THr  FLOW

I T  nOFSNT COME TO Y O U . . . B U T  THROUGHL YOU.



HOW no YOUflNOW HOW YOU ARE nOI MG?. .WHERE YOU 
RCALLY ARE IN  CONSCIOUSNESS?

'YOU CAN TELL WHAT YOU B E L IE V E  BY HOW YOU 
F I NO YOURSELF A C T IN G ."

0«E SURE TEST OF W H E T H E R  CHRISTMAS IS  REALLY 
HAPPEN |MQ I N t Y O U . . . I S :  CAM YOU LOOK AT THE
nOWMTROnnEM, THC O I S r ASr n ,  THr  O I R T Y ,  THr
IGNORANT e v c m  THC MISGUIOEO C RIM IN AL - -  ANn SAY
MOT 4- *1 f t S ^ Q L L F O R  YOUR SQUALOR AMn IGMORAMC'' 
ANO F I L T H .  I F O R  WHAT YOU ARE.

BUT RATHCR: I t S ^ ’YOUR SQUALOR AMn I GNORAMCr
NO F I L T H . . . B U T  1 BEHQLO 1 E CHRIST IN YOU A«n

CELEBRATE THE D I V I N I T Y  1 YOU CAN Bc .

LET THE ASCc Mn|NG URGE W I T H I N  YOU L I F T  YOU UP 
IN C O N SC IO USN ESS. . .AN O  MAKE CHRISTMAS L I F E -  
S I Z E D .  A F F IR M :

TiCHRIST IS  BORN |N ME T H IS  HAY,
IlHWLLOWBn BE H I S  PRESENCE W I T H I N  Mc .

'I CELEBRATE MY TRUE Sr L F . .  .ANn |M THIS
OF CELEBRATION | LOVE AND F O S » G IV r  ALL 
I f r e e l y  GIVE t h e  BLESSING OF LOVr  ANn

ACT
PERSONS
P E A C E /

NO QUESTION ABOUT I T . . . THERr RAM M r y r p
■NR OF A Nrw PAPr nr MjfM I IMTII  a

A T I ON OF THE I I F ? 1 T h a t  t r a n -  
. C H R IS T M A T  IS  THE BEST POSSIBLE  

LABORATORY OPPORTUNI T Y . . .  THOUGH I.ETS npNT 
QIIRSELE. JHA T M<MY P T R c n w :  mopy » t _ T H |S  C E I c W A T I f

IS  A 
SCENnS THE

I BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT THERE CAN
H OF I IRHT t N  AWAKENING OF SPIR

RE A RC.

A RENAISSANCE OF PEACE ON EARTH,
ITUAL MAN,  

GOOD WILL TO ME'
^  THA TS cl! MRpK¥ Li } f H ^ O N  ’ W 1D IS

PLANETS CAN CERTAINLY CONQUER IN N ^ r SPACc .
TANT



SA Y . .  , h a w p a m  o m f

„  FOR THAT T R A P . . . F O R ^ r T T S T A S Y  TO
S O *  F M P H A S IZC ONFS POWFRLFSSNFSS AS TO S F T T L r  
INTO PROCRASTINATION AND I N A C T I O N . . .AND THr  

OBSFRVANCF OF HOLLOW DAYS OF CHRISTMAS.

A PROFr S S O R ^ T  HARVARD PUT TOGFTHc R THF MOnFRN 
SCHOLARSHIP ABOUT THF B I B L r , AND ANNOUNCED 
TO H I S  COLLFAGUFS THAT Hc WAS GOING TO B ^ G IN  
TEACHING THF Nfw  I N S I G H T .  THFY S A I D ,  AW COMF 
ON I T  WOULD TAKC 5 0 0  Yr ARS TO CHANGC THF CSTAB-  
L I S H r D TRADIT IONS ABOUT THF B I B L C .

i t t
HF 3FGAN H I S  CLASS WITH THF STATMFNT. . T T H r Y SAY 
I T  WILL  TAKr  5 0 0  YFARS TO CHANGE T R A D IT I  O N . . . I J J

THF RFQQRn SHOW THAT WF ARf Bf GIWN|HG TODAY."

I T  MAY TAKr  GFNFRATIONS TO ALTFR TRFNDS IN  OUR 
S O C I E T Y . . .  TO AWAKFN A nfw  AWARFNFSS OF THC 
D I V I N I T Y  OF M A N . . . B U T  I T  CAN RFGIN WITH YOU RIGH  
NOW.

CLASSIC L I N F S :
AM0ONLY OMF BUT I AM ONF,

I CANT DO F V F $ Y T H IN G ,  BUT I CAN DO SOMFTHIN(  
WHAT I CAN DO I OUGHT TO DO. ANn WHAT I 
OUGHT TO D O . . . B Y  THF GRACF OF GOD I WILL DO

S O . . .WF URGF YOU TO LOOK BFYOND 
THROUGH THF C H A R A D F . . . I T  IS ALL

WILL BF HOLLOW AND FARCICAL.

THF FAfflBE’ANn
GOOD T N D
f «  u f  G f T



AWi WHCN YOU S I  MG THC CAROLS ABOUT THC BABr  
BO'JN IM THC MANGCR.. .KNOW THAT YOUAf t A T 
THC CHILD OF GOD |M YOU. AMD f i f t  fiB F l l  
WITH THAT CHRIST PROCr SS IN Y O U W ^ . r n ' T O  
GO FORWARD, L I K C THC SHCP HCRDS ANDJfcWISr  Mr M,
TO PAY HOMAGC WITH G I F T S .  YOU GO FORWARD TO 
MAKF YOUR C A L IB R A TIO N  OF L I F F  IN F R M S  OF THA 
Naw COMMITMANT TO THC HIGHWAY |N  YOUR A X P A R | r w r

AMD RAMAMBCR.. .THA INNCR MAAM|NG OF CHRISTMAS  
DCALS NOT JUST WITH THC BIRTHDAY OF J A S U S . . .  
BUT THr  N r W BIRTH OF YOUR OWN G0D4SCLF.
L r T a v a r y  V R R Y  CHRISTMASy G R A r r i N R . . r f  a
S I N C a r a  BLaTssIWU TO l ) I H L !7S AND ACCr PTCD FOR 
YOURSAI.F -  RAI.ATING TO THCCCLr 8 R A T | 0 ' l  OF THC 
TR'JA L I F F  W I T H I N  YOU.


