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THANKSGIVING: A VI"W FROM THF TOP --

7Y
NFXT THURSDAY IS THANKSGIVING DAY. WF MIGHT
ASK..WHY? WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT. M)AY AWAY
FROM WORK?..A TIMF TO GFT TOGETHER WITH RELATIVES
éND TO EXPCRIENCE WHAT |RWIN S. COBB USED TO
ALL, *

IN THF PI AY, "TWIfiS* THF FFMALF LFAD IS PRE-
PARING A “ HANkSG VING DINNFR FOR A LOAD OF
VISITING RFLATIVES. SHF SIGHS, "THIS HOLIDAY
S AN AWFUL LOT OF WORK...NO WONDER NO OTHFR
COUNTRY CFLFBRATES IT!™
THF LINF GFTS A HFARTY LAUGH, BFCAUSF THC
DAY IS A LOT OF WORK FOR THF HOUSFWIFF.

ONF THING IS SURF:  THURSDAY IS NOT GOING TO

RING ANYTHING DIFFERENT TO US. THERE [S NO
PPCIAl IFGADY”N THAT ACCRUES TO US BY REASON OF

B
S
XJR BEING ALIVE ON NOVEMBER 28TH. IT WILL Br

DAY LIKr ALL OTHER DAYS...AND LIKr ALL DAYS
I'T WILL BECOME WHAT WF MAKE IT.

"EVERY DAY* THAT [S BORN INTO THE WORLD
COMES LIKr A BURST OF MUSIC AND RINGS ITSELF ALL
THr DAY THROUGH) AND THOU SHALT MAKE OF IT A
DANCE, A DIRGE, OR A LIFE-MARCH, AS THOU WILT."

THANKSGIVING [S SET ASIDE BY PRESIDENTIAL PROCLA
MATION AS A DAY TO REMEMBER IN DEEP GRATITUDE
ALL THE RICH! BLESSINGS THAT ARE OURS. BUT
THERE IS NO LEGAL MACHINERY SET UP BY WHICH IT
CAN BE ENFORCED..

SO...IT IS A LEGAL HOLIDAY AND YOU WILL PRO-
BABLY HAVE TIME OFF FROM WORK. BUT THE REST IS

UP TO YOU..WHAT WILL YOU MAKE OF IT.7




WHFN WF GFT BFYOND THF HOI |

DAY AND THINK OF

THF HOLY DAY. THFRF ARF IHOSF WHO MIGHT CYNICALLY

SAY: "WHAT IS THFRF TO GIVF

THANKS FOR - WITH

ALL THF WORLD CONFLAMS, WITH INFLATION FRODING

OUR WORTH, WITH A MSNK*K

OF LIVING GOING UP

AND UP WITH ALL THF PFRSONAL PROBLcMS.

WF ARF USUALLY RFFFRRFD TO
OF ~ years AND WF Sr

THAT FIRST THANKSGIVIA
F THF PILGRIMS SCATFD

AROUND THF TABLF WITH THF INOIANS.. .THIS IS
PROBABLY GLAMORIZED AND UNRFAL.

ACTUALLY THFY HAD 1.1TTle on
PRFCIOUS LITTLE 1In THFIR BA

AND TRUF HARDSHIP AND SUFFF
AND FVEN WITH THFM.

their TARICc AND
RNS - WITH THF

PROSPECTS OF A VFRY DIFFICULT WINTFR AHFAD...

RING BERIND THFM

WHr N WF ASK, WHAT DO WF HAVF TO GIVF THANKS EfIR?
WF CAN SFF THAT THF PILGRIMS HAD LITTLF TO GIVF

THANKS EOR. THF QUESTION

ARQUND: *WHAT DO WF HAVF TO
THE PILGRIMS WFRF GIVING

NFFDS TO BF TURNFD

GIVF THANKS FROM?
THANKS OUT OFTT"

CONVICTION IN THE GOODNFSS AND ALL SUFFICIENCY
OF GOD. IT WAS THAT CONVICTION THAT BROUGHT
THFM TO AMERICA...AND WHICH WOULD SUSTAIN THFM

IN THF YEARS TO COMF.

WHAT DO YOU HAVF TO GIVF THANKS FROM7 |F YOU

HAVE no BASIC FAITH FROM WH
THFEN YOUR LIFF IS FMPTIFR T
ALL THF AFFLUENCE OF HFAVENJ
NOT GIVF YOU FULFILLMENT.

ICH nnSIVF THANKS,
HAN YOU KNOW...AND

T AND FARTH COULD

W f & S r H M Ffelfes"l



‘HE ENJOYS MUCH WHO |IS THANKFUL. A GRATE-
D ISA GREAT MINII WHICH EVENTUALLY ATTRAC1
TO ITJ6FLF GREAT THINGS.'

NOT JUST ON AND FOR THANKSGIVING DAY, BUT
A WAY OF LIFE, WF NFFD TO CULTIVATF I[N

, * ..FOR IT IS A LFVFIJOF CONSCIOT
PFRSPFCTIVF BY WHICH TO vIrW L|Ff

a GREAT [ FSSON IN [ IvIM; 1s THIS* [IF YOU CAN
GFT A VICW FROM HIGH FNOUGH UP, AND SEE FROM
THE PFRSPFCTIVF OF WHOLENESS.. .YOU WILL Bc
ABLF TO DEAL FASILY AND EFFICIENTLY WITH LIFF.

We HAD SOMr GUE A FEW WEEKS AGO.

THEY WERE VIS FOR THE FIRST TIMC.
THFVHAD BEEN PREPARED WITH ALL THE LURID TALES

OF THIS TERRIBLE PLACE.

| TOOK THEM FIRST UP ON THE RCA BUILDING...IT
WAS ONEOF THOSE BEAUTIFULLY CLrAR DAYS MBS.
AgfMMMRE. THr WOMAN REMARKED: "WELL IT
CERTAINLY IS A BEAUTIFUL AND AW-INSPIRING SIGHT
FROM UP HERE. WE TOURED AROUND A LITTLE, BUT
THEY SAID.QJE JUST CANT FORGET THAT SIGHT FR
ON HIGH - THAT VIEW FROM THE TOP OF THr BLDG.
THEY WENT AWAY SINGING PRAISES OF N*W YORK.

THIS IS WHAT THANKSGIVING IS: A Virw rPM TH
JfIE.-.-CONTEMPLANON OF ALL THE CHANGING CHALLrNE

GING THINGS, EXPFRIENCES, AND PERSONS OF LIFr
FROM THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE POINT OF VIEW.

WHENEVER THERE IS CONFLICT” CHAOS, THE NEFD IS
TO0 GET THE VIEW FROM THE TOP...TO SEE THE INHE-

M M . H S nFIftfHHT * " e eeyo KT




THIS RECALLS THOSE LINES OF O PLAY,
f1 ATAPHS hushed* that HAVF Slicff G TO MF.

1STO(1Y OF LAZARUS AFTFR JFSUS BROUGHT HIM

BACK FROM DEAD -- HE HAD SEEN THE OTHER SIDE
OF LIFE, NOTHING DISTURBED HIM, HE WAS ALWAYS
LAUGHING AND WAS CHEr RFUL.

HF SAID: "WHY ARE YOUR EYES ALWAYS FIXED ON THE
GROUND IN WEARINESS OF THOUGHT, OR WATCHSNG ONE
ANOTHER WITH SUSPICION. THROW YOUR GAZE UPWARD.
TO ETERNAL LIFE....0 BROTHERS IN GOD, WEAVING
DANCE RHYTHMS OF ETERNAL PEACE TO THE LONGLY DRUT
OF TIME, LAUGH THINE EVERLASTING LAUGHTER, LET
T DESCEND ON MAN'S SEARED LIPS...0 BROTHERS,
SONS OF ETERNAL LIFE, CELEBRANTS OF ITS FLAMING
REVEL ALONG THE MOUNTAIN RIDGES OF INFINITY, LET
MAN FEEL THY ECSTASY THAT HF MAY EVOKF HIS OM
HIGH FREEDOM.™

IN ALL THINGS...GET THE VIEW FROM THE TOP, LOOK

UP AND SEE THE WIDER SPHERE, SEE THE DIVINE
CREATIVE PROCESS AT WORK, sfe THE ACTIVITY OF
GOD IN PERSONS AND SITUATIONS. AND WHEN YOU
DO...YOU WILL EASILY AND SINCERELY GIVE THANKS.

WHEN JESUS WAS CALLED TO BETHANY TO MEET WITH

THE SORROWING FAMILY OF LAZARUS THE SISTERS
SAID, WITH A HINT OF REPROACH, "IF YOU HAD BEEN
HERE OUR BROTHER WOULD NOT HAVE DIED."

JESUS WENT TO THE TOMB WHERE LAZARUS HAD BEEN
NTERRED FOR FOUR DAYS. HE HAD THEM ROLL AWAY
THE STONE. THEN...HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES. —
GOT THE VIEW FROM THE TOP -- AND SAID, “FATHER,
| THANK YOU THAT YOU HEAR ME."




CAN'T YOU IMAGINE PEOPLF THINKING, 'THANKSGIVING!
WHAT.IS THERE TO BE THANKFUL FOR? LAZARUS IS NK
DEAD! THE MAN HAD BFTTFR WAIT AND S™E IF HF

CAN REALLY DO ANYTHING HFRE BFFORE HF GIVAS
THANKS'".'

JFESUS KNFW THAT KFY TO POWFR WAS ACKNOW
rtF trie- PIWrp HgMXg
GIVING TH A'NIYTHING.. .BUT HF WAS
GIVING THANKS HIGH PFRSPFCTIVF THAT SAW

LIFE AS TRANSCE FNT TO DEATH.

THIS CDNSCIOUSNFSS HF AFFIRMED,
. *NOT TO TRUE

FROM HIS VIEW THE
TOP. THEN. o«

MAN WALKED OUT

WF MAY NOT UMDFRSTAMD THF

EJVIAU-... THE ACTUAL RESURRECTION FROM THF Df,,,

fl?_ll:lllbl\_'l[" I’Sl-Bla'l‘l)(\% A%FSO INVm vfd in analysis

IF JFSUS WOULD LIFT UP HIS EYES TO GFT A V|FW

FROM [l THIS ATTEMPT TO DEAL WITH THE

FINAL_ AMY O0OF DFATH " HOW MUCH MORE IMPORTANT
|J Ig II:-IAJ WE LOOK UP AND GIVE THANKS I[N EVERY

EXPFR ENCF OF OUR LIVES. THANKSGIVING CAN BE

.
A DYNAMIC_ GOLDEN KEY TO RESURRECT WANING
POSSIBILITIES IN ANY EXPERIFNCT .

HE BEAUTIFUL THING IS -- |F Y«U ALWAYS SEFK
RST TO0 GET A VIEW FROM THE TOP...AND GIVE
HANKS IN ALL THINGS FOR THE ACTIVITY OF GOD
AAT NEITHER SLUMBERS NOR SLEEPS...YOU ACTUALLY
ET OFF A CHAIN RFACTION OF POSITIVE POWER.

DT



WE CAN see OR SeNSe THE CHAIN ReACTIONS OF LIFF
WORKING IN A NEGATIVE SENSE IN SO MANY WAYS
ALMOST TRAGIC WAYS.

S AWAKFNFI) FARLY BY THr RINGING OF
ePHONe. onf of thf forfm™n this him
THAT A CFRTAIN MACHINF IS OUT OFODER AT THC PLANI1
JOHN SNARLS SOMETHING UNPLFASANT BACK OVFR THF
PHONF, SOMFTHING CRITICAL OF THF FORFMANS CARE
OF THF MACHINF. JOHN IS NOW IN A VILF HUMOR.
SO IS THF FORFMAN.

AT THF BRFAKFAST TABLF JOHN SNARLS AT HIS WIFr .
AND AT THF PLANT THF FORFMAN SNARLS AT HIS MEN.
MRSI JONFS SNARLS AT HFR SON BFFORF HF GOFS TO
SCHOOL. LITTLF JOHHNY SNARLS AT HIS TFACHFR.
THF TFACHFR SNARLS AT THF WHOLF CLASS. THF WOR-
KFRS AT THF PLANT GO HOMF AND SNARL AT THFIR
FAMILIES, THE CHILDREN GO HOMF AND SNARL AT
THFIR PARENTS. T IS A THOROUGHLY BAD DAY AT
SCHOOL, AT THF SHOP, AND IN AN UNBELIEVABLY
LARGE DUMBER OF HOMRS. A BEAUTIFUL DAY HAS
BECOME A DAY OF SNARI S

WHY? WF COULD £t - FOR
[T WAS THF TELEPHONE TH Rl TATI ON
CYCLE. BUT WHAT SHOULD WF DO...REMOVE ALL THr
PHONES? OF COURSE NOT. ¢+« THF PHONF IS HrRF TO

STAY Fitkk* - CA{SAL
THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF A HAIM Rrtm ffl]
NOW NOTE WHAT MIGHT HAPPF CADTWAS MET

WITH A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO VIEW THF EXPERIENCE
FROM THF HIGHEST POINT OF VIEW..WITH THE VIEW
FROM THE TOP THE BOSS WOULD ACTUALLY START AN

insKI|rat|on cle mstead

OTE  THE OYEPERENCE TN 0 A U "E1If1LIM F
e ARG I ERENCE ) 2




N ANY CHALLENGING SITUATION — IT IS GOOO TO
TAKE A MOMENT TO GET SOME ALTITUDE IN YOUR
THINKING TAKE A TIME OF QUIET MEDITATION TO
SEP IT FROM THE HIGHEST POINT OF VIEW. EMERSON
SAYS THIS IS WHAT PRAYER IS.  — --eeeee-

IF WE CAN LIFT UP OUR EYES HIGHf ENOUGH, AND
GIVE THANKS DEEPLY ENOUGH, AND OPEN THE GREAT-
NESS OF OUR GOQSELF COMPLETELY ENOUGH, WE CAN
ALWAYS SET OFF A CHAIN REACTION FOR GOOD. THIS
IS THE STUFF OF WHICH PEACE IS MADE.

AND...THIS ATTITUDE OF GRATI TUDE... THIS VIEW
FROM THE TOP ENABLES US TO SEE THINGS AND
PEOPLE AND EXPERIENCES IN A COMPLETELY NCW WAY.
WE HAVE A NEW SENSE OF APPRECIATION. WF APPREF-

CIATE PEOPLE MORE, FOR WE SEE BEYOND THp
APIPEARANCES..WE SEE THE DIVINITYtfIN THEM...
WE SEE AND SENSE THE WHOfcE PERSON...AND BY

cl ILN?T FORTH RESPOWI,NG T0 wr rEND TO
WE DEAL WITH LIFE WITH A VIPW THAT IS OPTIMISTIC
AND POSITIVE. NS

OLD SAYING. THAT A DONKFY MAY CABBY
of EBrnnitR SAMiurpnnrr'inM its back

OV ITS PRECIQUSNFSS...ONLY ITS WPIGH1

MANY OF US GO THROUG E FEELING ONLY THr
WEIGEL, OF NEVER ABLE TO KNOW THE
pprriniis - BECAUSE OF A CHRONIC
NEGATIVE ATTITUDE77.A HEAD BOWED DOWN...EYES

-IXED ON THE GROUND. WE NrED TO LOOK UP...TO
GET THE VIEW FROM THE TOP. .TO CULTIVATE THE

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.



STORY OF WOMAN WHO WAS FACING A PHYSICAL CHALLANC
THAT THREATENED HrR BUSINFS9CARFFR.. .AND AT THF
SAMr  TIMr WAS FACING SOMF FINANCIAL OBSTACLES
THAT SEEMED INSURMOUNTABLF...AND THUS SHF WAS
TFRRIBLY DFPRFSSFD. IT ALL SFFMFD HOPFLFSS.

[SHE WENT TO THF BFACH AND STRFTCHFD OUT ON THF
AND AND STARFD UP INTO THF BLUF OF THF NIGHT
SKY.. .REMAINING THFRF ALL NIGHT LONG. BUT
RADUALLY SHF SCFEMFD TO GFT AWAY FROM THF FARTH-
BOUND THOUGHTS. SHF SFFMFD TO GFT A N*W UNIVER-
SAL PFRSPFCTIVF. FINALLY SHF DROPPED OFF TO

SLFFP IN A PFACFFUL REALIZATION THAT SHF WAS
ONE WITH LIMITLFSSNFSS.

ISHF  AWAKFENFD WITH NFW CONFIDFNCF. THF PHYSICAL
CHALLFNGF DISAPtPFARED. SHF WAS GUIDFD TO MAKF

CERTAIN CONTACTS. IN THF MATTFR OF DAYS, THF
WHOLE DIFFICULT FXPFRIFNCF WAS DISSOLVFD. SHF
HAD BFFN RFSURRFCTFD FROM HrR TOMB OF DFSPAIR...
BY GFTTING A VIFW FROM THF TOP.

AND THF BFAUTIFUL PART OF THIS HIGH PFRSPFCTIVF
IS THAT IT FNABLrS YOU TO APPRFCIATF YOUR ABII m

AIL. SO MANY PERSONS..WHFN LOOKING

THINGS TO GIVF THANKS FOR...BFCOMF AWARF OF 1
THF'%V)NNADFQ UACIFS.  THFY COUNT THFIR EMVIFS
ONF

'HE 1S SO TALENTED.. TSHF HAS SO MANY LOVFLY

THINGS'..."l WISH | HAD A HAPPY HOMF LIKF THFY DO
'WOULDNtT IT BF WONDERFUL TO BE SO CREATIVE I’

ﬁ&>ag
DO YOU RECALL STORY'—

HE THOT IT WAS BECAUSE OF HI§ CRO

THF SUN WOULD RISF.



ONE DAYtHE OVERSLEPT...AND HP AROSE TO FI HO THF
SUN HAP ALREADY RISEN...HE HAP NOT CROWcD. IT

WAS A GREAT DISILLUSIONMENT...HOW INNEFFECTIVE
HIS LIFE WASf

THEN, IN A MOMENT OF INSPIRATION, HE THOUGHT,
*1T MAY BE THAT IT IS NOT I\/IYSPOOR VOICE THAT
BRINGS ON THE PAY, BUT EVEN | MAY NOT CAUSE

THE SUN TO RISE, | MAY LIFT UP MY VOICE AND
CELEBRATE ITS RISING**

THIS IS A MARVn nils INSIGHT INTO THANKSGIVING AS

A POSITIVE POWER. ? SOME PERSONS MAY DO GREAT
THINGS, OTHERS MAY HAVE GOOD HEALTH OR RICH
POSSESS IONS...THEY MAY SEEM TO HAVE GOOD REASON
FOR THANKSGIVING.

BUT WHEN WE GET THE VIEW FROM THE TOP...WE REAL 12
THAT Wr CAN APPRECIATE GREAT THINGS. AND BE
GRATEFUL WE CAN. WE CAN CELfbRaTE THF

ABUNDANCE THAT |S EVERYWHERE, NO MATTER WHOSE
LIFE IT MAY APPEAR IN.

WHAT WOULD ART_MUSEUMS BE WITHOUT APPRECIATIVE
'I?\/I TSENJ(I)-I\yESRISASTS...OR A SYPHONY ORCHESTRA WITHOUT

WE CAN'T ALL PAINT OR SEW OR COMPOSE OR SING
OR PLAY...AND PERHAPS WE MAY NOT ALL HAVE
mmmasmm millions or even the kind of

JOBS THAT SOME PERSONS HAVE. BUT WE CAN
CELEBRATE THIS ORDER AND BEAUTY AND AFFLUENCE..

AND APPRECIATE AND BE GRATEFUL. MAYBE APPRECIA-
TION IS THE GREATEST KIND OF CREATIVITY.
AND MAYBE OUR V EW _FROM THE TOP, OUR ATTITUDE

OF GRATITUDE... S THE KEY THA IO PEN THE
WAY TO THE 0 4 1 DF DIR OWN AFFI UF




