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WINTER SOLSTICEJ REBIRTH OF LIGHT 
S u n ca y , December 1 9 , 1971

1 /  ~  M o u  ( V  c * v ,
,N ext/ S a tu rd a y  th e  C h r is t ia n  w orld  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  
Ch r is tm a s  t gtlnd any c h i ld  w i l l  t e l l  you th a t  C h r is t inas 

N i s  th e  b ir th d a y  o f  J e su s  -  bu t h a v in g  s a id  t h a t ,  he 
A wi l l  v e r y  q q ic k ly  ch a n g e th e  s u b j e c t  t o  a more v i v i c  
t/|i n t e r e s t  in  S an ta  C la u s .

A nyone can t e l l  th e  C h ristm as s t o i y  -  o f  sh ep h e rd s  
a nd w is e  men, or iVJary and Jo sep h  and th e  Inn th a t  had 
no room -  we remember i t  w e l l  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  l i t t l e  
Ch r is tm a s  crech e*  th a t  we a s se m b le  in  our homes or  
f e a t u r e  in  d i s p la y  w indows •

4h~
And t h i s  c r e c h e  i s  sy m b o lic  orY w hole p a s t e - o n
p i e t y  o f  th e  h o lid a y  s e a s o n ,  w hich  i s  s o  so o n  packed  
away w ith  ornam ents and t in e fc l  a l t e r  th e  p e r fu n c to r y  
p r a c t i c e  i s  d u t i f u l l y  f u l f i l l e d .

> C h r is tm a s?

Tq . th e  o r th o d o x , dehrout C h r is t ia n ,  . i t  i s  a s a c r e d  
s e a s o n ,  a n o th e r  in  th e  lo n g  l i n e  o f e c c l e s i a s t i c .a  1 
o b s e r v a n c e s , w hich  i s  a c c e p te d  a s  a m y stery  w h ich  
i s  n o t u n d e r s to o d , b ^ t a^rep-terl w ith o u t  q u e s t io n .

Tp th e  nom inal C h r i s t ia n , i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a w elcom e  
b reak  in  r o u t in e ,  a tim e f o r  fa m ily  ^ a t h e r im g s
a tim e fo r  e x ch a n g in g  g i f t s  and ca rd s  w ith  a g o o d ly  
amount o f  p res s u r e  and r e s i s t a n c e ,  and a s e a s o n  
for._ggod_ fo o d  and c o n v iv ia l  g a th e r in g s  -  and o f t  on 
I h e  l i c e n s e  fo r  i r r a t i o n a l  b e h a v io r  -  anc as Jim  
B ish o p  p u ts  i t .  "'for k i s s in g  th e  wrong p e r so n  under 
.th e m is t l e t o e . 11

To th e  n o n - b e l ie v e r  th e  w h ole  th in g  a p p ea rs r a th e r  
r i d i c u l o u s ,  a p u z z l in g  s u p e r s t i t i o n  b u i l t  arou n d 

and le g e n d ,  s t r o n g ly  p erp e tu a te d  by th e  
jS  e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  sh o p k eep ers  and th e  h o l id a y  o f w orker*

I_ d o n t t  want t o  be to o  hard on C h ristm as c u s to m s .
3llt. .1 do want us t o  ta k e  t h is  tim e to  s e e  how

ISL s o c i e t y  and in  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  humankind i s
th e  te n d e n c y  t o  l o s e  th e  r e a l  m eaning o f  a p rofou n d  
ex p e r ie n c e  bv s e t t l i n g  in t o  r i t u a l  and h a b itu a l  “ 

.p r a c t i c e .  T h is i s  th e  w h ole  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o n .
w here th e___S p i r i t  i s  b u r ie d  in  f o r y  and t.h

u n a is c o v e r e d  th rou gh  p e r p e tu a t io n  n-f *fi-Truth.



l e t ' s  ta k e  .ap p th er lo o k  a t  Chr i s t m a s » p r ob in g
W ldeeplv in t o  i t s  background and r o o t s .  The f i r s t  

th in g  th a t  ber omes o b v io u s  i s  t h a t  J e su s  b ir t h  had 
im p l ic a t io n s  fa r  beyond th e  d ra m a tic  b e g in n in g  o f  
a r e l i g i o n • T h is has b een  our problem  - -  we have  
s t a r t e d  w ith  th e  r e l i g i o n  and th en  have moved backward  

^ t o  a tte m p t to  p r o v e  i t s  v a l i d i t y .  . ’
/  bt^rtC elfr'

th e  U n iv e r s e  i s  to o  g ^ n d ^ a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  to  he  
encom passed  by one r ^ fV r e fr s  c o n c e p t ,  and l im i t e d  to  
^ g _  >-?^th d a y  °* a Ki n g . From e a r l i e s t  days man 

i f has s e n s e d  th e  U n iv e r s a l  o r d e r , has i n t u i t i v e l y  known 
| th e  m eaning o f  and th e  need  fo r  tr a n s c e n d e n t  l i g h t -

_In th e  m ost pagan c u l t u r e s  th e r e  has b een  t h i s  em phasi i  
on l i g h t ,  and an a n n u a l c e l e b r a t io n  o f  th e  r e b ir t h  
Of l i g h t  -  sfcaam qeiy com ing a t  th e  W inter S o l s t i c e .  
th e  tim e  when th e  su n  i s  a t  i t s ^ g r e a te s t  d i s t a n c e  
from  th e  c e l e s t i a l  eq u a to r  -  w hich i s  a b o u t December 
22n d . “

t r y  r$ he <g —----------^
S o r i t . i s  no acc id errC a l^ th ir id  >that th e  b ir t h  o f  J e s u s
t ook p la c e  a t  t h i s  t im e .  For—i t —woul d - s corn t o
jTwlioat-e~tha-1 Jfeaus t? u th ~  wa9 n o t a -s e p a r a t e —e v e n t
or e v e n  th e  f u I f  j  1-1 in q  -  but
tha=t i t  was sy m b o lic  o f  th e  r e b ir t h  o f  l i g h t ,  an
a c t u a l  r e - i n f  us io n  o f  th e  P la n e t  w ith  an e n e r g y  f o r c e .
t he d e m o n str a tio n  o f  an a n n u a l p u r i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s
w hich  b rou gh t v ib r a t o r y  rhythm s to  l i f t  th e  e a r th  to
^ h e  k in d  o f  " p eace  op e a r t h  good w i l l  to  men" su ng
by th e  h e a v e n ly  h o s t s .

The s t a r t l i n g  th in g  -  t o  th o s e  who a r e  w il^ in p  to  
fa c ^  f a c t s  -■» is/ th a t  /th ere h r e  no r e c o id s  th a t  t
d e f i n i t e l y  w h en /J esu s  
s u r e  -  though jtiost car
an e r r o i

Not even,

us

_year 
th e r e  i s  

was

» J h S .fa c t  i s  th a t  lo n g  b e io r e  th e  b ir t h  o f J e su s
/th e r e  had b een  f e s t i v a l s  o f  w in te r  s o l s t i c e  in  a l l  
C.U1 tU Jes .__The Romans o b se r x e d  i t  a s  S a tu r n a lia  -

\ S a tu rn  was th e  o ld  man who l i v e s  a t  th e  n o rth  p o ld r 
whOLcame to  th e  c h ild r e n .-S ’ s p r ig  o f  e v e r g r e e n  ( t he 
C hristm as T re e ) ,  and who o b v io u s ly  i s  th e  pagan f i g u r e  

_tha.t. le d  to  S an ta  C la u s .



iH urina th e  Roman S a tu r n a lia  th e r e  was a f e s t i v e  and 
e ven  o r g i a s t i c  c e l e b r a t io n  - -  w hich  began on s d s t i r p  
a la s t e d  s e v e n  d a y s ,— H ouses w ere d e c o r a te d  w ith  
l a u r e l s  and e v e r g r e e n s ,  p r e s e n ts  w ere exch an ged  and  
a l l  s o r t s  o f  games w ere o la v e d .)Work was su sp e n d e d , s c h o o ls  w ere c l o s e d ,  no p u n ish "  
me n ts  w ere i n f l i c t e d  and no w ars w ere f o u g h t . D o l l  
f a i r s  w ere h e ld  and to y s  w ere g iv e n  to  c h i ld r e n ,

1 s w o r e o r o b a l r lv --g ’

Thus when th e  C h r is t ia n  w orld  and t h e  Ponan wo r ld  
we r e  u n it e d ,  th e  cu stom s o f b o th  w ere d o v e t a i l e d  
t o g e th e r  — th e  b e a u t i f u l  id ea  o f  th e  r e b ir t h  o f  
l i g h t ,  p o r tr a y e d  s o  v i v i d l y  by th e  N a t iv i t y  s t o r y ,  
was so o n  enm eshed tn  th e  v a r io u s  t r a d i t i o n s  and custom ; 
and m a te r ia l i s t i c  in v o lv e m e n t .

The w h o le  C h r is t ia n  e x p e r ie n c e  was poured  in t o  th e  
Roman v e s s e l s ,  th e  church  in  i t s  s im p le \  s t a r k ,
S i n c e r e ly  s p i r i t u a l  d e d ic a t io n ,  was th r u s t  in t o  th«* 

^.Boman tem p les  o f  s t a t u e s  and c a n d le s  and cerem o n y . 
J And th u s th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and e x p e r ie n c e  o f  J e su s  
v and th e  movement he to u ch ed  o f f  was b u r ie d  ynd

— t o  b e  c i s  c o v e r e d  and k e p t a l i v e  o n ly
by mys t i c s  in  i s o l a t e d  m o n a s te r ie s  <t̂ bwn th rou gh  th e  
y e a r s « ---------

S T T h u s, to d a y , when th e  w o r ld  s ta n d s  in  su ch
Bge?L.(o C .l i q h t ,  th e r e  i s  a need fo r  a r e n a i s s a n r e |
a r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  e x p e r ie n c e ,  a r e t u r n

fihrjjr t i a n i t y % to  meanings w ith in  fo m i. 
to  commitment beyond d o c tr in e .

\
-g r e a t  id ee  th a t  Christina a should svm b ollza f thy  

r e b ir th  o f l i g h t  in to  th e  w o r ld , and tha awatening j n 
jnanfr to the dynamic p o te n t ia l  o f  h i s  God-sel f  —  w ith

-in h eren t promis e  th at as men a c t  in  lo v e  and flood'wTl 1 , 
i.thare can be p^ftce on

^ 'T here  i s  a fundam ental u n ity  o f  l i f e — man_is in tended
in  haraony w ith  a l l  n a tu re . I h is  harmony haw' h- m  

broken. So man l i v e s  in  a f a l le n  s t a t e  as a r e s u lt  o f



f P<SH$)Js, / h ** ?

i t i j S S w i t h ,  the fcld^8Bd''& jj}g^^ 
ffi V25S5^jpaa^an<Noflp the  amm u n itio n ,"

a te -  > -
'[This i s  the theme o f Josep h in e P reston  *eabodyfs drama, 
i "THE WOLF OF GUBBIO", "The p la y  d ea ls  w ith  ma“n ,T ~aB T lity  
t o overcome th e  antagonism  now e x i s t in g  betw een him and 
the- gdom~throu gh sr. ja illo v e  .  By im p li-
£ a t io n >_ J h is  r e s to r a t io n  can on ly  ta k e  p lace  when man has 
m astered th e  b e s t ia l  elem ents in  h is  own na tu r e .

The p la y  i s  m ed ieval in  s e t t in g ,  based upon a legen d  
r e la t in g  to  th e l i f e  o f  S a in t F ra n c is , In  the t i t l e  r o le  
th e w o lf  p ortrays man's dual n a tu re , the nature from above 
and th e  nature frcm below ,  the two contending powers -in 
human l i f e  w hich c o n s t itu te  man's p e c u lia r  problem ,

f
\O n  th e  morning o f a bright cold  w in te r  day, on th e  b leak  

r e fr a in  o f  th e  wind comes the v o ic e  o f  th e  w o lf ,  deep and 
\  sorrow fu l:

"The w orld  i s  c o ld .
The snows are round u s ,  fo ld  on f o ld ,

S  T his o ld  unhappy h ea rt
Does naught to keep me warm,
• ««I h id e from storm  to  storm  

W atching the l i t t l e  l i g h t s  below  
L ights fo r  the men o f  Gubbio,"

l i f e  a t  i t s  low er l e v e l ,  becoming con sciou s o f  
l im ita t io n  and want, b u t dreaming o f  warmth and l i g h t .
A ll  o f  l i f e  mounts upward through such  deepening r e a l i ­
za tio n  o f  darkness, lo n e l in e s s ,  and s tr u g g le ,

i t  i s  w ith  the w o lf . A fter  b ew ailin g  h is  sorrow and 
lon g in g  th a t "no one would b e lie v e ,"  he hears a b e l l  in  
th e d is ta n c e . I t  so u ld s to  him l ik e  d iv in e  sp eech , 
quicken ing him to wonder:

" . , , , wondering how 't would f e e l  
To s i t  w ith  men#and to  share t h e ir  m ea l;"

, 'Cause o f  h is  pray upon th e  fo lk  o f  Gubbio to e  w o lf  l iv e d  
A ndeadly  fe a r  o f  them , as they did  o f  h im X x h e  drama 
con tin u es to u n fo ld  the p ic tu re  o f a d iscord an t fe a r -r id d e n  

- world in  w hich  a l l  l iv in g  crea tu res  are c o r e c io u s ly  or  
' J u n co n sc io u sly  lo n g in g , as d id  th e  w o lf ,  fo r  d e liv era n o e .

[f That a sp ir a t io n  e v e n tu a lly  draws unto i t s e l f  the l i g h t  i t
m e r its . The p ic tu re  changex w ith  the appearance o f  F rancis  

h p r a ise s  to th e  Sun: "0 brother Sun, A ll-fo ld in c :
V M Iigjjijti" ^ wortde v o ic in g  th e  jo y  and g r a titu d e  th a t  8 f f s



|)In th e  m eeting between th e  tw o, th e  w o lf  c o n fe s se s  h is  
shame and g u i l t  to g e th er  wj^h h i 3 lo n g ing t o  be a man , 
fh ile_ .F ran cis confe s s e s , ,h is  own w o lf is h  s in s*  At th e  

same tim e he p o in ts  th e  way;
"Wilt thou earn
A manfs own peace? Then work and 

)  Back to  th e  w orld : and th ere  make good 
A ll thou h a s t  dreamed o f  brotherhood#

S "Hope and lo s e  and hope a g a in .
And remember and fo r g e t  
With us a l l ;  fo r  men are men.
B it  n o t b ro th ers , no n o t y e t ."

D~-yl lo c y  i j  j>y P
the clim ax o f  th e p la y  w hich ta k es p la ce  on Christmas 

Sire around th e  creche e r e c t  d by S a in t F r a n c is , the W olf 
o f  Gubbio, in  an a c t  o f  heartbroken c o n tr it io n , d is s o lv e s  
“'ear and antagonism and earns h is  pla ce in  th e  ranks o f  
ove and brotherhood# F rancis s in g s :

"Oh, and th e  v e r y  s ta r s  s h a l l  s in g  
For th e  jo y  o f  t h i s  gla d th in g .
Tho we crown Him j e t  w ith  th orn ,
Tho we laugh Him a l l  to  sco rn ,
Love, -  Love i s  b orn ."

co n clu d es:
"And i f  th ere  be ou t yonder any w o lfe .  
Or g rea t or sm a ll, b eh o ld , -  
Come l i t t l e  brother w o lv es , come h ith e r  
Out o f  th e ooId ."

I

i s  in  th is  sym bolic way, the author d ea ls  w ith  th e  
b irth  o f  l i f f i t  - r  the l i f t i n g  up o f  the b e s t ia l  nature  

o f man to the awareness o f  th e  in h erent d iv in i t y .

This i s  What Christmas i s  a l l  ab ou t. In th e p la y  the  
Ql fe  once .P ttlls  back, sa y ing, "X .don't want to  be a man 

t i l  men stop  ac t in g  l ik e  w o lv e s . "

v ^ h r is ta a s  must d e a l  w ith  the id ea  o f  r e lea se  from humani-  
jt y s  alm ost unending and unendurable m ise r ie s ,.in  a kind  
jo f ren u n c ia tio n  o f  greed and s e l f i s h n e s s .  And how can we 
/ do t h i s  i f  our whole preoccupation  during the "season"
Vi s  on m a te r ia l i ty .

C erta in ly  th e  s p ir i t  of g iv in g  i s  v i t a l  to  the r e b ir th  o f  
l i g h t  — h it  how e a s i l y ,  in  our affjn^ivh

s pi r i tu al  urge to  g ive  has been tr a n s la te d ..in to  the- 
custom o f bestow ing g i l t s  th a t are measured by money- c o s t



adap ted  Q iristm as  
b ra tio n

th at have 1we s
s t e on

fund tead of e tins as tu rn
from

____________ should
. le v e ls  o f  understanding in  our quest fo r ~ lJ g h t . 

^hat we may  lo o k  upon what we a r e , what we are  becoming .
~ J u^y we sha II b e l "

.A t.th e  tim e of W inter S o l s t i c e ,  i f  we r e a l ly  open ourse lv e s  
tg  the cosm ic a sp e c ts  o f  the events, th ere  i s  a C h r ist

or world r i t u a l ,  in vo lved ,___________________  ^ w u k/x VI VUJIJ
:.ruth concea ie d  in  the leg en d  t h a t  t e l l s  o f  even tha 

ljiw-Ly anim als coming to p a r t ic ip a te  In th e  N a t iv ity ,

Jgveiy l i f e  wave on earth  i s  l i t e r a l l y  f i l l e d  w ith  e r a i t * -
-tion  when th is  f l an o f  d iv in e  l i g h t  p en e tra te s  to t te _____

- h eort o f  th e  p la n e t , b ecau se, from th e  lo w e st  t o  the 
^ h ig h e st, ea ch u n it  o f  l i f e  r e c e iv e s  th is  in flow  accord ing  
, t o  i t s  c a p a c ity  to respond .

The q u estio n  i s  —  "la th ere  room in  th e  manger o f  your 
t e ” * " 7 -San you J e t  the l i g h t  be reborn? As t t e  
m i ? j t ,  ’g h w ^ h r i f i t  a thousand tim es in  ^
^QrnJ__jf _He s nQt born In th e e f ttiv  s o u l i s  a n fn v in m , it

ohn was s in g in g  o f  th is  exp erien ce  when he aav.^ »Tp 
H i m t he l i f e  was th e  l ig h t  o f  men. Ann t.v»

+ ~ J j: 1x1 th e  fr r k n e ss ;  anLJfae -darknesa apprehended
t  n o t . . . .T h e  re was th e  tru e  l ig h t  which lig h te t.h

oon in e  in to  th e  w orld .  « ~  J

I ra th er  than by lo v e  v a lu e , and th e  urge to  share and r e jo ic  
f in d s  o u t le t  in  ex tra v a g a n t enterta inm ent*  i hus the  
sea so n a l flow  o f  lo v e  i s  so  o fte n  d is s ip a te d  in  a h e c t ic  

y wave o f  g iv in g  and gale  t y »

to  t a lk  o f  t h i s  a sp e c t  o f  Christm as i s  a lm ost a 
s a c r i l e g e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  u n p a tr io t ic -  Because everyone  

-Jen aw s th a t th ere would be grave b u sin ess r e p e r c u s iio n s  i f  
p eop le  changed t h e ir  Christmas g iv in g  t o  s im p le , s e l f - e r a -  

v a ted  g i f t s .  In o th e r  words we c a n 't  change because I t  
w i l l  h u rt our economy. It. 1* l ik e  th e argument th a t t o  

1 s to p  th e  war  would crea te  a d ep ress io n  b e c a u se _ o f_ th e ^  
people in  d efen se in d u s tr ie s  th a t would be la id  o f f .



I j

The tru e C hrist Mass sh o u ld  l^ad to  a new k in d  o f  
commitment to th o se  who are  s in c e r e  in  l e t t i n g  the  
R ebirth  o f  l i g h t  happen in  him.

How lo n g  h-a man been f ig h t in g  h ia  way th r ough th e  .dark-  
t ig n o ra n t. d ir t y .  d is e a se d , murdering, h a tin g .n_

frpfttty — u n -C h r is t lik e  as th e most degraded crea tu res, 
B it in  a l l  o f  t h is  th e  mind o f  man has dreamed o f  h

u b b io .^ g t i aXjCOrgood -  l i ke ih&-_.urge of  the W olf o f Gu 
‘ naa en terH on ed  the" hope theft l ig h t  "would be k in d led

w ith in  him.

"haps the tru e t e s t  o f  w hether Christmas i s  r e a l ly  
heppening in  you —  i s  i f  we can look at the downtrodden , 

i t he d ise a se d , the d ir t y ,  th e ig n o ra n t, and ev*n th e  
m isguidec/ crim in a l and say ■ n o t! >fI  h ate  you fo r  vour 
- lu a lo r  and ig n orance and f i l t h .  T U h a t*  vn» "fo r  what^voQ 
_ u t ra th er: "I hate your squalo r  and_i^DPrance

,and f i l t h > but I  lo v e  what von c a n _ h p ...and i  i ove t h l t ~ ~ 
m  yon th a t i s  the C h rist go much lh a t I  am w i l l in g  t o  
w.Qrfcwith you and h e lp  you to  ach ieve your good-*

_other w ords, i f  we r e a l ly  tak e s e r io u s ly  th e spark o f  
✓ y  j-ight in  a l l  persons and commit o u rse lv es  to  th e  demonstra­

t io n  o f the Refrjjth —  we would be f oy ^ H —  p f-
perhaps we should use a s o f t e r  word — we would be o b lig ed
to  get th e o th er  f e l lo w 's  po$nt o f  view  in  a l l  r e la t io n ­
sh ip s — ' ----------------

Thus we would c ome to understand p eo p le . We would have 
to . g e t  down under th e s u r face and see  the enemy o r  enamy 

.n a tio n  as composed o f persons l ik e  o u rse lv es  -  w ith  th e

.same lo n g in g , a s p ir a t io n s ,  i n s t in c t s P th e same hope f o r  
the b ir th  o f l i g h t  —  as o u r s e lv e s .

. -force • • • •we must be w:l lUnpr fr> r»Q-
\exam ine our I n s is te n c e  upon p u ttin g  em phasis on guns anH 

bombs and a l l  th e o th er  i d i o t i c  paraphernalia  o f war — 
under th e  g u ise  o f 1"m aintaining a d efen se  n a t u r e /  Afl

.p l aywrig h t put? 3»t, " If you hang a gun on th e w a lj  -in
■ P - l  +  A  1  *1  J ____  •  I  1 .  •  .  .  -  _

the. _ _    |
-  f e ^ X ir s t  a c t .  you w i l l  have to u s e j t  by th e  th ir d ” "

j  r

I s_ i t  p o s s ib le  to  go on l iv in g  in  a u n iverse  o f_________  _
grandeur and not soon begin to  su sp e c t t h a t  th e re a re  t.ran,
3cendent fo r c e s  i n f i n i t e l y  more e f f e c t iv e  than w arhsips or 
bombing p lan es or n u c lea r  d e v ic e s?

stupendous



A m ixture o f  nos talfcfta p a tr io t ia m . and c h a r i t y . i a 
in v o lv ed  in  th e  charades w g-loyfl to  -  such  as Bob
Hone carry in g  h is  Christmas 3hanr to  "our bo y s” "over th ere"  

N h is  i s  no judgment o f  e i t h e r  Bob Hope or th o se  in v o lv ed . 
in  th e  war — th ey  are d o ing whfct  they  hay§^to do•

/
\B u t  th e  C hrist Mass, the R ebirth o f L ight -  must a t  some 

time h e lp  Ugr ^90?ree th a t Christm as on a b a t t l e f i e ld  ia  
at  l e a s t  a^ S S S tm : -  at most a mockery* ^or e ith e r  th ere  

Lean be w arfare or  C hrist mass—  but there cannot r e a l ly  
/ be b oth , ~ ^

^C ertainly w ha t  I  am su g g e s t in g  i s  r e v o lu tio n a r y f p o e s ib ly  
n a iv e f and im p ractica l#  How can way change d ir e c t io n a  
-of-auch magnitude? Yet a s o c ie t y  th a t  can put men on 
the moon and send ro ck ets  out to  Venus and Mara can 
c e r ta in ly  contem plate and i n i t i a t e  f a n t a s t ic  adjustm ents*

i

iThe U niverse i s  being p r a c t ic a l ly  reshaped around ua by
t he power o f  id e a s ♦ P u re ly f th e n , man’s approach t o 
th ia  B irthday F e s t iv a l  can be tr a n s fo rmed in to  th e  id ea

; o f  the REBIRTH OF LIGHT by th e  p e r s is t e n t  seed in g  o f  th e  
“in t a l  atmosphere w ith  id ea s  o f  i t s  e s s e n t ia l  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,

IHm^can we change th e  ir iaala  and p r a c t ic a s  o f  th e  w o rld .T1 
Don't f a l l  in to  th a t  trap* f o r  i t  i s  30 e a sy  to  r a t io n a l iz e 

i one *3 powerle sane as and then s e t t l e  in to  p r o c r a s t in a t io n 
and in a ctio n * _____

am on ly  onef but I  am oneT 
'I  c a n 't  do ev ery th in g , b u t I  c an do som ething,
»vj*h a t I  can do I  ought to  dof and what I  ought 
>to  dof by th e  grace o f  God I  w i l l  do* "

E&ul w rote  to the G a la tiia n s:  "When the f u ln e s s o f  t in *  
was come, God s e n t  fo r th  Hia son &  a ls o  s a y s , "Bea
yQ are sons,  God g en t fc r t h ._fchs S p ir i t  o f  His son  in to  our 
h e a r ts * "

ere i s  a fu ln e ss  of time f o r  a l l  th in g s ,  and fo r  you and
A tim e to  awaken to  our d eep er  s e l v e s ,  and c .iv e__

ir t h  t o  th e L ig h t o f  S p i r i t - ____

I f  t e  c o u ld  o oen th e  f r o z e n  ground tod ay  and read  t he 
h i s t o r y  o f  e v e r y  b u r ie d  g r a in  o f  w h e a t, o f  e v e r y  s i  non 
i s h  r o o t  w hich i s  h id in c , in  th e  warm e a r th  w ith  i t s
n e x t y e a r ' s _b lo sso m s__f n l r l o r i  u p  w i t h - i n  i t ;  i t  HIP r n n ] H

k ?gj» i'HeiPhg jg 5 g6 m ? i g I



a b le  t o  t e l l  o f  e a c h  o f  th o s e  f o r c e s  when i t s  tim e  
) wo u ld  be f u l l ,  and we c o u ld  p ro p h esy  when thp nrnnnd  

w ould b r e a k , and j u s t  how th e  c o lo r  in  th e  f lo w e r  
w ould d eep en ^ , and j u s t  a t  what moment th e  f r u i t  

i w ould r ip e n .  And n ex t s p r in g  and summer we w ould b e a r 
\ w it n e s s  t o  our p r o p h e c ie s  and co n firm  them a l l »

y In  th e  same s e n s e  i f  we c o u ld  p e e r  in t o  th e  c o n s c io u s ­
n e s s  o f  man -  th e  o v e r - a l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  human­
k in d  on th e  g lo b e ,  and r e ; d  th e  hopes and f e a r s f th e  
d e e p - s e a t e d  b e l i e f s  and dom inant s t a t e s  o f  m ind, we 
c o u ld  f o r e c a s t  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e ly  what th e  m ajor 
tr e n d s  o f  hum an-kind m ight be in  the y e a r s  to  com e.

T h is  [ mfly goiflfldMLijce_prede£^ -  but
i t  i s  n o th in g  o f  the s o r t .  I he r e a so n  i s  th a t  th e  
f u ln e s s  o f  tim e c o n c e r n s  our r e a d in e s s  to  x p re^ s  
and n o t God*s r e a d in e s s  t o  g i v e .  I t  i s  n o t p r e d e s ­
t in e d  or f o r e - o r d a in e d f fo r  th e  p ic t u r e  can  change__
and d o es  -  a s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  c h a n g e s .

E very  y ea r  a t  W inter S o l s t i c e  i t  i s  th e  f u l l n e s s  
\  o f  ^ime f o r  th e  w o r ld . I t  i s  l i k e  a D iv in e  A p p o i n t -  
) ment -  and th e  q u e s t io n  i s  - -  w i l l  tife k eep  th<> 

ap p o in tm e n t/ The a n g e l v o ic e s  are  s in g in g ,  a re  we 
l i s t e n i n g .  The l i g h t  i s  d aw n in g , a r e  we s e e in g ?
There i s  a movement o f  l i f e  w it h in  u s ,  a r e  we r e s p o n ­
d in g ?

^  As_ Shaw on ce s a i d .  "God has c r e a te d  a w orld  sq 
^ w o n d e r fu l. o n ly our b l in d n e s s  and ig n o r a n ce  can k eep  

*_it from  p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s io n .Ji^H sverv y ea r  a t  th e  
Ŵin t e r  S o l s t i c e  - -  e v e r y  s e a s o n  o f  C h r istm a s - -  th e r e  

'i s a f o r c e  o f  (Sosmic Energy  and L ig h t  t h a t  i s  hnwhaTri. 
in q  th e  P la n e t  E a /r th  -  and o n ly  our i n e r t i a l r

■

1

in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  p a s te -o n tr a p p in g s  o f  tfte
a n n u al h o lid a y  -  can  keep  us from  d is c o v e r in g  and 
g iv in g  b ir t h  t o  t h i s  dep th  o f  l i g h t  w it h in  u s .

h r is t m a s .  th en  sh o u ld  not be a backward g la n c e ,  b u t  
a fo rw a rd  lo o k . I t  i s  a p ro p h e t i c  riay> nr ghoul H 
The b ir t h  o f  th e  C h r is t ,  th e  r e b ir t h  o f  l i g h t  b e lo n g s
to  an o rd er  o f  l i f e  n o t y e t  a t t a in e d ,  a g lim p se  o f  a 

r a c e  o f  men v e t  t o  b e .

The s t o r y  b e g in s  in  th e  le g e n d s  and p r o p h e c ie s  o f  
t h e - o r  and f in d s  f  u l f i l lm e n t  in  -fhat m v s t ic  n ig h t  o f



C h ristm a s i s  more th a n  a day or o u te r  c e l e b r a t i o n .  
The  tr u e  C h ristm a s knows no s e ?s o n . I t  i s  n o t a 

* c r e a t u r e  o f  c lo c k  or c a le n d a r .  I t  i s  n o t a day  
. t h a t  com es ana„gQgs«

J t  i s  n o t even  th e  com m em oration o f  an e v e n t  o f  lo n g  
a o p f I t —̂ ^ C h r i s t mas w henever and w h erev er  t he 

uman h ea r^ ^ H o u ch ed  by Him whoe e v e r - l i v i n g  S p i r i t  
s  th e  e v e r ~ q iv in g  S p i r i t f i s  moved t o  th e  e x p r e s s i on 
£  u n s e l f i s h  lo v e  — and th u s e x p e r ie n c e s  th e  tr u e  

s o l s t i c e  o f  th e  S p i r i t  -  th e  r e b ir t h  o f  l i g h t »

So t o  each  and e v e r y  one o f  you — now th a t  ynn 
have d e lv e d  i n t o  e s o t e r i c  m eanings and co sm ic  

'p r o c e s s e s  - -  I s a v .  "Happy b i r t hday to  vou" - -  
and may your b ir t h  o f  l i g h t  b r in g  a new m easure  
vpf  l i g h t  through  you in t o  th e  w orld  - -  t h a t  to  
■the e x t e n t  t h a t  vou have e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  w in ter  
S o l s t i c e  - -  t o  th a t  d e g r e e  th e r e  i s  a r e b ir t h  o f  
l i g h t  i n t o  th e  w orld* And th u s  b e c a u se  o f  what 
v ou are  and do - -  th e r e  i s  a " fu ln e s s  o f  time** f o e  
th e  w h ole  r a c e  o f  man.


