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1/ ~ M ou (V ¢ *v,
Next/ Saturday the Christian world will celebrate
Christmas t gtind any child will tell you that Christinas
Nis the birthday of Jesus - but having said that, he
A will very qgqickly change the subject to a more vivic
tlinterest in Santa Claus.

Anyone can tell the Christmas stoiy - of shepherds
and wise men, or Mary and Joseph and the Inn that had
no room - we remember it well because of the little
Christmas creche* that we assemble in our homes or
feature in display windows e

4h~
And this creche is symbolic orYwhole paste-on
piety of the holiday season, which is so soon packed
away with ornaments and tinefcl alter the perfunctory
practice is dutifully fulfilled.

Christmas?

> Tg. the orthodox, dehrout Christian, .it is a sacred
season, another in the long line of ecclesiastic.al
observances, which is accepted as a mystery which
iIs not understood, b”t a”rep-terl without question.

Tp the nominal Christian, it represents a welcome
break in routine, a time for family ~atherings

a time for exchanging gifts and cards with a goodly
amount of pressure and resistance, and a season

for. ggod food and convivial gatherings - and ofton
Ilhe license for irrational behavior - anc as Jim
Bishop puts it. "'for kissing the wrong person under
.the mistletoe.l

To the non-believer the whole thing appears rather
ridiculous, a puzzling superstition built around

and legend, strongly perpetuated by the
jSelf-interest of shopkeepers and the holiday of worker*

| dontt want to be too hard on Christmas customs.
3lIt. .1 do want us to take this time to see how
ISLsociety and in the consciousness of humankind is

the tendency to lose the real meaning of a profound
experience bv settling into ritual and habitual “

.practice. This is the whole history of religion.

where the irit is buried in for and th
una|S‘C‘Uvepred through perpetuat¥o -f afi-Truth.



let's take .appther look at Christmas» probing
Wldeeplv into its background and roots. The first

thing that ber omes obvious is that Jesus birth had
implications far beyond the dramatic beginning of
a religione This has been our problem -- we have
started with the religion and then have moved backward
N to attempt to prove its validity.
/ btrrtCelfr'
the Universe is too g”™nd”~and intelligent to he
encompassed by one r~fVrefrs concept, and limited to
Ng_ >?thday °* a Ki n g . From earliest days man
ifhas sensed the Universal order, has intuitively known
| the meaning of and the need for transcendent light-

_In the most pagan cultures there has been this emphasii
on light, and an annual celebration of the rebirth
Of light - sfcaamgeiy coming at the Winter Solstice.
the time when the sun is at its™greatest distance
from the celestial equator - which is about December
22nd. “

try r$ he<g — e N
Sorit.is no acciderrCal”thirid >that the birth of Jesus
took place at this time. For—Ht—would-scorn to
jTwlioat-e~tha-1 Jfeaus t?uth~ wa9 not a -separate—event
or even the fulfj1ling -but
tha=t it was symbolic of the rebirth of light, an
actual re-infusion of the Planet with an energy force.
the demonstration of an annual purification process
which brought vibratory rhythms to lift the earth to
“he kind of '"peace op earth good will to men" sung
by the heavenly hosts.

The startling thing - to those who are wil™inp to
facN facts -m is/ that /there hre no recoids that t

definitely when/Jesus Not even, year
sure - though jtiost car there is
an erroi us was

» JhS.fact is that long beiore the birth of Jesus
fthere had been festivals of winter solstice in all
CUltUJes . The Romans obserxed it as Saturnalia -

\Saturn was the old man who lives at the north poldr
whOLcame to the children.-S’ sprig of evergreen ( the
Christmas Tree), and who obviously is the pagan figure
_tha.t. led to Santa Claus.



iIHurina the Roman Saturnalia there was a festive and
even orgiastic celebration -- which began on sdstirp

a lasted seven days,— Houses were decorated with
laurels and evergreens, presents were exchanged and
all sorts of games were olaved.

ork was suspended, schools were closed, no punish™
ments were inflicted and no wars were fought. Doll
fairs were held and toys were given to children,
1 swore orobalrlv--g’

Thus when the Christian world and the Ponan world

were united, the customs of both were dovetailed
together — the beautiful idea of the rebirth of
light, portrayed so vividly by the Nativity story,

was soon enmeshed tn the various traditions and custom;
and materialistic involvement.

The whole Christian experience was poured into the
Roman vessels, the church in its simple\ stark,
Sincerely spiritual dedication, was thrust into th*
~.Boman temples of statues and candles and ceremony.
J And thus the consciousness and experience of Jesus
v and the movement he touched off was buried ynd
— to be ciscovered and kept alive only

by mystics in isolated monasteries <twn through the
years« e

Thus, today, when the world stands in such
ST Bge?L.6C.light, there is a need for a renaissanre|
a revival of the early Christian experience, a return
fihrjjr tianity %to meanings within fomi.
to commitment beyond doctrine.
\
-great idee that Christinaa should svmbollzaf thy
rebirth of light into the world, and tha awatening jn
jnanfr to the dynamic potential of his God-self — with

_ -inherent promise that as men act in love and flood'wTI1,
I.thare can be p”ftce on

NMThereis a fundamental unity of life — man_is intended
in haraony with all nature. [Ihis harmony haw' h-m
broken. So man lives in a fallen state as a result of



f

P<SHS$)Js, /h *?

itijSSwith, the fcld*8Bd"&jj}g""

ffi V25S57jpaa®an<Noflp the ammunition,”

ate->-
‘[This is the theme of Josephine Preston *eabodyfs drama,
| "THE WOLF OF GUBBIO™, "The play deals with nma&h, T~aBTlity
to overcome the antagonism now existing between him and
the- gdom~through sr. jaillove. By impli-
£ation> Jhis restoration can only take place when man has
mastered the bestial elements in his own nature.

The play is medieval in setting, based upon a legend
relating to the life of Saint Francis, In the title role
the wolf portrays man's dual nature, the nature from above
and the nature frcm below, the two contending powers -in
fhuman life which constitute man's peculiar problem,
\On the morning of a bright cold winter day, on the bleak
refrain of the wind comes the voice of the wolf, deep and
\ sorrowful:
"The world is cold.
The snows are round us, fold on fold,
S This old unhappy heart
Does naught to keep me warm,
e ««l hide from storm to storm
Watching the little lights below
Lights for the men of Gubbio,"

life at its lower level, becoming conscious of
limitation and want, but dreaming of warmth and light.
All of life mounts upward through such deepening reali-
zation of darkness, loneliness, and struggle,

it is with the wolf. After bewailing his sorrow and
longing that 'no one would believe,” he hears a bell in

the distance. It soulds to him like divine speech,
guickening him to wonder:

" .,,,wondering how't would feel
To sit with men#tand to share their me:

‘Cause of his pray upon the folk of Gubbio toe wolf lived

A deadly fear of them, as they did of himXxhe drama
continues to unfold the picture of a discordant fear-ridden
- world in which all living creatures are coreciously or

*Junconsciously longing, as did the wolf, for deliveranoe.

[f That aspiration eventually draws unto itself the light it

merits. The picture changex, W|th the agBearance of Francis
raises to the Sun: "0 brother dinc:

h
VvV  Mligjjijti** R wortde voicing the Joy and gratitude that 8ffs



DIn the meeting between the two, the wolf confesses his
shame and guilt together wj*h hi3 longing to be a man,
fhile_.Francis confesses,,his own wolfish sins* At the
same time he points the way;

"Wilt thou earn

A manfs own peace? Then work and
Back to the world: and there make good
All thou hast dreamed of brotherhood#

S "Hope and lose and hope again.
And remember and forget

With us all; for men are men.
Bit not brothers, no not yet."
D~ locyij >y P

the climax of the play which takes place on Christmas
Sire around the creche erect d by Saint Francis, the Wolf
of Gubbio, in an act of heartbroken contrition, dissolves
“ear and antagonism and earns his place in the ranks of
ove and brotherhood# Francis sings:

"Oh, and the very stars shall sing

For the joy of this gla d thing.

Tho we crown Him jet with thorn,

Tho we laugh Him all to scorn,

Love, - Love is born."

concludes:

"And if there be out yonder any wolfe.

Or great or small, behold, - I
Come little brother wolves, come hither

Out of the oold."

is in this symbolic way, the author deals with the
birth of liffit -r the lifting up of the bestial nature
of man to the awareness of the inherent divinity.

This is What Christmas is all about. In the play the
d fe once .Pttlls back, saying, "X.don't want to be a man
til men stop acting like wolves. ™

vAhristaas must deal with the idea of release from humani-
jty s almost unending and unendurable miseries,.in a kind
jof renunciation of greed and selfishness. And how can we
/do this if our whole preoccupation during the 'season"
Ms on materiality.

Certainly the spirit ofgiving is vital to the rebirth of
light — hit how easily, in our affjn”ivh

spiritual urge to give has been translated..into the-
custom of bestowing gilts that are measured by money-cost



rather than by love value, and the urge to share and rejoic
finds outlet in extravagant entertainment* ihus the
seasonal flow of love is so often dissipated in a hectic

y wave of giving and galety»

to talk of this aspect of Christmas is almost a
sacrilege, or at least unpatriotic- Because everyone
Jenaws that there would be grave business repercusiions if
people changed their Christmas giving to simple, self-era-
v ated gifts. In other words we can't change because It
will hurt our economy. It. 1* like the argument that to
1stop the war would create a depression because_of _the”
people in defense industries that would be laid off.

that we have s 1 adapted Qiristmas
ste on bration
d fun ins tead of et as turn
from
should

Jdevels of understanding in our quest for~IlJght.
~hat we may look upon what we are, what we are becoming.
~J u™y we sha |11 bel™

At.the time of Winter Solstice, if we really open ourselves
tg the cosmic aspects of the events, there is a Christ
or world ritual, involved, A U KV UL
.ruth conceaied in the legend that tells of even tha
ljiw-Ly animals coming to participate In the Nativity,

Jgveiy life wave on earth is literally filled with erait*-
-tion when this flan of divine light penetrates to tte
- heort of the planet, because, from the lowest to the

“highest, each unit of life receives this inflow according
,to its capacity to respond.

The question is — "la there room in the manger of your
te” *"7 -San you Jet the light be reborn? As tte
mi? jt, ghw”~hrifit a thousand times in N

~Qrnd__jf _He s nQt born In theef ttiv soul is an fnvinm, it

ohn was singing of this experience when he aav.® »Tp
H [ m the life was the light of men. Amn tv»

+ ~Jj: M the frrkness; anLJfae -darknesa apprehended
t not....The re was the true [ight which lightet.h
~ J

oonine into the world. «



The true Christ Mass should I™ad to a new kind of
commitment to those who are sincere in letting the
Rebirth of light happen in him.
]
How long h-a man been fighting hia way through the .dark-
Nt ignorant. dirty. diseased, murdering, hating.
frpfttty — un-Christlike as the most degraded creatures,
Bit in all of this the mind of man has dreamed of h
N gtiaXjCOrgood - like ih&- .urge of the Wolf of Qubbio.
‘ naa enterHoned the'" hope theft light "would be kindled
within him.

"naps the true test of whether Christmas is really
heppening in you — is if we can look at the downtrodden,
ithe diseased, the dirty, the ignorant, and ev*n the
misguidec/ criminal and say m not! >l hate you for vour
-lualor and ignorance and filth. TUhat* vn» 'for what”™voQ
_ ut rather: "l hate your squalor and_i“DPrance
,and filth > but I love what von can_hp...and i iove thlt~~
m yon that is the Christ go much lhat I amwilling to
w.Qrfcwith you and help you to achieve your good-*

_other words, if we really take seriously the spark of
y j-ight in all persons and commit ourselves to the demonstra-
tion of the Refrjjth — we would be foyH — pf-
perhaps we should use a softer word — we would beobliged

t% get the other fellow's po$nt of view in all relation-
ships — S

Thus we would come to understand people. Wk would have
to. get down under the surface and see the enemy or enamy
.nation as composed of persons like ourselves - with the
same longing, aspirations, instinctsP the same hope for
the birth of light — as ourselves.

-force e e ewe must be wllUnpr fronQ

\examine our Insistence upon putting emphasis on guns anH
bombs and all the other idiotic paraphernalia of war —
under the guise ofI'maintaining a defense nature/ Af

the. playwright put? 3»t, "If you hang a gun on the walj -in
- fe~Xirst act. you will have to usejt by the third”"

j r

Is it possible to go on living in a universe of_stupendous
grandeur and not soon begin to suspect that there are t.ran,

3cendent forces infinitely more effective than warhsips or
bombing planes or nuclear devices?



A mixture of nostalfcfta patriotiam. and charity.ia

involved in the charades wg-loyfl to - such as Bob
Hone carrying his Christmas 3wanr to "our boys” '"over there™
Nhis is no judgment of either Bob Hope or those involved .
in the war — they are doing whfct they hay8”~to do-

/
\But the Christ Mass, the Rebirth of Light - must at some
time help Ugr”"90iee that Christmas on a battlefield ia

at least a~SSStm: - at most a mockery* “or either there
Lean be warfare or Christmass— but there cannot really
/ be both, ~ N

NCertainly what | am suggesting is revolutionaryf poesibly
naivef and impractical# How can way change directiona
-of-auch magnitude? Yet a society that can put men on
the moon and send rockets out to Venus and Mara can
certainly contemplate and initiate fantastic adjustments*

iIThe Universe is being practically reshaped around ua by
i the power of idease Purelyf then, man’s approach to
thia Birthday Festival can be transformed into the idea
; of the REBIRTH OF LIGHT by the persistent seeding of the
“intal atmosphere with ideas of its essential significance,

IHm”~can we change the iriaala and practicas of the world.T1
Don't fall into that trap* for it is 30 easy to rationalize
ione *3 powerle saneas and then settle into procrastination
and inaction*

am only onef but I am oneT
' can't do everything, but I can do something,
shat | can do | ought to dof and what | ought
X0 dof by the grace of God I will do*™

E&ul wrote to the Galatiians: "When the fulness of tin*
was come, Gd sent forth Hia son & also says, '"Bea

yQ are sons, God gent fcrth.fchs Spirit of His son into our
hearts*"

ere is a fulness of time for all things, and for you and
A time to awaken to our deeper selves, and c.ive _
irth to the Light of Spirit-

If te could ooen the frozen ground today and read the

history of every buried grain of wheat, of every sinon
ish root which is hidinc, in the warm earth with its

next year's blossoms_fnirlori up with-in it; it HP rnn]H
k?gj» i'HeiPhgjg5g6m ?igl



able to tell of each of those forces when its time
Ywould be full, and we could prophesy when thp nrnnnd
would break, and just how the color in the flower
would deepen”, and just at what moment the fruit

I would ripen. And next spring and summer we would bear
\ witness to our prophecies and confirm them all»

y In the same sense if we could peer into the conscious-
ness of man - the over-all consciousness of human-
kind on the globe, and re;d the hopes and fearsf the
deep-seated beliefs and dominant states of mind, we
could forecast fairly accurately what the major
trends of human-kind might be in the years to come.

This [mfly goiflfldMLijce_predef” - but
it is nothing of the sort. I he reason is that the
fulness of time concerns our readiness to xpre~s
and not God*s readiness to give. It is not predes-

tined or fore-ordainedf for the picture can change
and does - as consciousness changes.

Every year at Winter Solstice it is the fullness
\ of “ime for the world. It is like a Divine Appoint-
) ment - and the question is -- will tife keep th<
appointment/ The angel voices are singing, are we
listening. The light is dawning, are we seeing?

There is a movement of life within us, are we respon-
ding?

~ As_ Shaw once said. "God has created a world sqg
~wonderful. only our blindness and ignorance can keep
*it from perfect expression.Ji“Hsverv year at the
Minter Solstice -- every season of Christmas -- there
Is a force of (Sosmic Energy and Light that is hnwhaTri.
ing the Planet Ea/rth - and only our inertialr
involvement in the paste-on trappings of tfte
~annual holiday - can keep us from discovering and
1giving birth to this depth of light within us.

hristmas. then should not be a backward glance, but
a forward look. It is a prophetic riay> nr ghoulH
The birth of the Christ, the rebirth of light belongs
to an order of life not yet attained, a glimpse of a
race of men vet to be.

The story begins in the legends and prophecies of
the-or and finds fulfillment in -fhat mvstic night of



Christmas is more than a day or outer celebration.
The true Christmas knows no se?son. It is not a
*creature of clock or calendar. It is not a day
.that comes ana,gQgs«

Jt is not even the commemoration of an event of long
aopf I1t—2~Christmas whenever and wherever the

uman hear*”™Houched by Him whoe ever-living Spirit

s the ever~qiving Spiritf is moved to the expression
£ unselfish love — and thus experiences the true
solstice of the Spirit - the rebirth of light»

So to each and every one of you — now that ynn
have delved into esoteric meanings and cosmic
‘processes -- | sav. "Happy birthday to vou" --
and may your birth of light bring a new measure
vpf light through you into the world -- that to
mhe extent that vou have experienced the winter
Solstice -- to that degree there is a rebirth of
light into the world* And thus because of what

vou are and do -- there is a "fulness of time** foe
the whole race of man.



