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!’GRATITUDE: ATTITUDE OF r LATITUDE" 
S u n d a y ,  ember 2 2 ,  1 9 7 0

T h u r sd a y i s  Thanks l i v i n g  H a y . Of a l  ±2l  t h e  h o l i d a y s
we c e l e b r a t e .  T h a n k s g i v i n g  i s  b y  f a r  my f a v o r i t e .

ca n g e tM*avbe i t  i s  t h e  on] v o n e  t h a t  I 
c o m p l e t e l y  t u r n e d  on a b o u t .

h o l i d a y s  h a v e  a v a y  o f  g e t t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l i z e d or o f
b e c o m in g  s i m p l y  t h e  good  e x c u s e  f o r  a v a c a t i o n  fro m  
wor k .  This may b e  t r u e  o f  T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  b u t  l e s s  s o  
th a n  a n y  o t h e r .  I t  i s  s t i l l  a s i m p l e ,  s a n e  a r c  n u i e t  
t i m e  o f  r e m em b ra n ce .

In  ° s a lm  1 0 0  - -  ' ' o l e  o n e  hundred" t o many l o v e r s  o f  
t h e  B i b l e  —  t h e  th em e i s  s e t  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
) b s e r v a n c e  : "EDTER INTO P IS  GATES WITH THANKSGIVINGT

foKD l b  TO HIS COUI TS WITH PRA IS E ."

Today  I want  
q u e s t i o n s .

t o  a s k 4 b u r s e l f  some v e r y  p o i n t e d  
your T h a n k s g i v i n g  r e a l l y  a h o l i d a y........    > l id a v

da y  or i s  i t  a h o l l o w  d a y ?  fho l i d o -̂ ^ iu w s-^  f v

I s  your h e a r t  r e a l l y  t h a n k - f u l .  or do mouth t h e
l i n e s  o f  t h a n k s g i v i ^ ^  w i t h  a e a r t
l a c k - f u l l ,  f e a r - f u l l ,  h a t e - f u l l

th a  t
e t ^ r ~

wc r r v - f u l l fl

r,P. v °u  r e a l l y  h a v e  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  o f  l i f e ,  or do  you s im p ly  e n c a g e  i n  wha t  
G i l b e r t  and S u l l i v a n  c a l l e d . " p l a t i t u d e s  i n  s t a i n e d  
g l a s s  a t t i t u d e s  ." f* * ~ — '

erl i t t l e  o i r l  was o n c e  s t a v i n g  o v e r n i g h t  w i t h  h
a MHt_a.nd a t  b e d t i m e  s h e  k n e l t  down by  t h e  b ed  and
s a id _ h e r  p r a y e r s .  The a u n t  s a i d .  ' I t ' s  a n l e a 7 i l ? r ~
tO- h e a r  you  s a v i n g  you r  p r a y e r s  s o  w e l l .  You s p e a k
s o  . .ea rn e s t l y  and s e r i o u s l v f and you mean w hat  you  
s a -  " ^

l i t t l e  g i r l  r e p l i e d . "But A u n t i e  you s h o u l d  h ea r  
me g a r g l e . "  J3! ' ' YEE WITH yg-  WAS Al

Ag p. . MEMORY AND IMITATION  J s T h a n k s g i v i n g  mn rp  t h a « 
t h a t  f o r  ftps? ----------------------

x°y '‘ AM> ^ ' f i s  c.ivR i t  i s  t o
e....g perpi. I,ual s t a t e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n a t t i tn r io  

o f  g r a t i t u d e .    * -



Pu t  boy.- can  we g i v e  t h a n k s  f o r  e v e r y t h i ng? Car* we 
n i v e  th a n k s  f o r  t h e  War in  V i e t  Namg For t h e  c o n ­
f u s i o n  and d i s s e r t  i n  our l a n d ?  For p o v e r t y  and  
p o l l u t i o n  a r c  f lo o j^ d s  arc  i r e ?  For p e r s o n a l
c h a l l e n g e s  and a f f l i c t i o n  and human r e l a t i o n  p r o b l e m s !

T e r h a p s  we c a n  r e p e a t  t h e  t r a v e l s  and s l o g a n s  i n  a
pa r r o t t - l i k e  m a n n er ,  b u t  can  we r e a l l y  e n t e r  i n t o _
t h e  g a t e s  w i t h  p r a i s e  and t h a n k s g i v i n g  fro m  t h e  
b o t to m  o f  our h e a r t s ?

What i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  Tharks o j y i n cP P o es  od d ema nd 
i t ?  W i l l  God*s f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  us b e  l e s s e n e d  i f  we
do n o t  th a n k  Him o r  our g o o d ?

I l i k e  t h e  w i t t y  comment o f  M e i s t e r  F c k h a r t :
"I NEVRP GIVE GOP THANKS EOF LOVING MB. BECAUSE HE 
CANNOT HELP ITiWITHE HP WOULD OF NO. IT IS HIS 
NATUP 12 TO."

Th a r k s l i v i n g  i s  n o t  f o r  Coe - -  Hg d o p ^ n ’ t. n e e d  - i t .
As l o n g  a s  we h a v e  t h e  o l d  i d e a  o f  God "tig t h e r e 2  
t o whom we bow down, our t h a n k s ^ i x ’i n n  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  
t o b e  a r i t u a l  o f  w o r s h i p ,  "a l i t t l e  h a b i t  w e ' v e  
a c q u i r e d

g r a t i t u d e  i s  n o t  s i m n l y  a v i r t u e ,  s o m e t h i n g  you  do  
t o  e a r n  p o i n t s .  I t  i s  a s t a t e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
i n  t th ich  we a r e  l i f t e d  t o  a new e x o e r i i  
God d o e s n ' t  n eed  our g r a t i t u d e ,  b u t  we d o .

Lono b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  J e s u s  H l ^ t o  w r o t e :  "HR
^ENJOYS MUCH WHO IS  THANKFUL. A GRATEFUL MINT- IS

GREAT NIND WHICH EVENTUALLY ATTRACTS 
EREAT THINGS."

TO ITSELF

/L - q r a t e f u l  p e r s o n  i s  Q  HAT b e c a u s e  h e  h as  t u r n e d  
aJ J  t h e  l i g h t s  in  h i m s e l f .  We t h i n k  o f  g r a t i t u d e

on

and t h a n k f u l n e s s  i n  t e r m s  o f  s o m e t h i n g  t o ^ v e  th a n k s  
f o r . But t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  i s  n o ff ia  e a r t  j.on 

|V - /  t o good  t h i n g s .  I t  c a n  b e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  th e m .

When vve a r e  g r a t e f u l  we r a d i a t e  a l i g h t  t h a t  e n a b l e s  
UfL tP  S e e  t .h in n s  f o r  w h ic h  t o  bp o r ^ P f n l .  Nor^ th a n

_li* a c t u a l l y  aj t t r a c t s  t h e  good  t h i n g s  t o  u ? .
N aybe t h i s  i s  what t r u e  GREATNESS i s  -  t h e  a h i  l i
4- i . ,  w.   . _ i ■ ' 1 ------------:o a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  good in  p e o p l e  anti e v e n t s  r and  
t hus t o  e x a c t  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  from  l i f e  and t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  l i f e .

LX.



A
/ ^ e a r o e  B ern ard  Shaw s a i d .  "GOT FAS GIVPb US A WORLD 
I THAT NOTHING BUT QTJR OWNFOLLY K-FJ\S TPOM RE TNG A I PArADISE/V

Cfc>d has  g i v e n  ea c h  o i  us t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o l  a b u n d a n t  
IjLfe b u t  our o v r  l a c k  o f  p e r ­
c e p t i o n  and our own f o l l y  k e e p s  us from  f i n d i n g  i t  

^  .and e x p e r i e r c i r n  i t .

X
The ^fol l u  i s  i n  o u r _ t h o u n l ^  We h a v e  t h e  c h o i c e  t o  
b e o r ^ a t  or s m a l l .  When we a r e  g r a t e f u l ,  we a r e
gr e a t ,  Vhen we l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  im oort- ir irp  o f _____
T h a n k s g i v i n g .  we b eco m e  l i t t l e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  

m i n d s ,  l e a d i n g  l i t t l e ,  i n c o n s e q u e n t  i a 1 l i v e s .

I n t h e  1 7 th  C e n t u r y  t h e  0 i l g r i m s  p a u s e d  t o  g i v e  
t h a n k s  -  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  T h a n k in g  God f o r  what was  
on t h e i r  t a b l e  or i n  t h e i r  b a r n s  -  f o r  i t  was m eage r  
i n d e e d ,  THEY WER THANKING GOD FOP VvHAT WAS IN THEIR 
HEARTS " -  t h e i r  \ i s i o n  and f a i t h  i n  w h at  f o r  t h e  ~ 
m o st  p a r t  we h a \ e  t o d a y .

But we s h o u l d  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  k ey  t o  our  g r e a t n e s s ,
\ Van Loon w r o t e :  "A m erica  i s  a g r e a t  n a t i o n ,  b u t  we  

h a v e  v e t  t o  b ecom e a g r e a t  p e o p l e , "

^ m i s s i o n a r y  t o  A f r i c a  t o l d  o f  a s t r a n g e  t r i b e  t h a t  
h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  in  h i s  t r a v e l s  - -  a s t r a n g e l y  p o v e r t y  
s t r i c k e n  t t i b e  t h a t  seem ed  to  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i ng  
in  t h e  m i d s t  o f  o t h e r  t r i b e s  who w e r e  q u i t e  p r o s p e r o u s

Af t e r  s p e n d i n g  s e v e r a l  m onths o f  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  th em  
h e  fo u n d  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  t h e y  had no word  
wi t h  w h ich  t o  e x p r e s s  g r a t i t u d e ,  t h a n k s f u l n e s s  r or^ 
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  They hac f o r g o t t e n  how t o  s a y  " t h a n k  

, y n u ,"  C ou ld  t h i s  l o s s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  THANKSGIV Tb G 
^ a v e .  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  p o v e r t y ,

i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  i s n ' t  i t ?  Thi^ wonlri  
s e em t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  we GROW RICH JRY THANKSGIVING 

^  AbD WE GROW IMPOVERISHED LrVTNG H-tS s g r V n r

I h £  r e a l  e s s e n c e  o f  THAN KSGIVING. t h e n ,  i s  n nt  
e^ £ . j t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  or t h i n g  a b o u t  w h ic h  t o  b e  t h a n k -  

J rh,g ° J-d ’’c o u n t  your many b l e s s i n g s 11 i d e a  -  
w h ich  i s  a f i n e  p r a c t i c e  - -  b u t  i t  i s  more t h a n  t h a t .



T har k s r » iv in n  i s  r o t  c e o e n d e n t  unor  o u t e r  t h i n g s .
I t  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n l y  upon a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  G r e a t "  
n e s s  o f  God w i t h i n  u s .  The a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  i s  
a k e y  t o  t h e  i n n e r  Kingdom o f  human p o t e n t i a l i t y .

|fwhen^^ s u s  was f a c e d  w i t h  5 , 0 0 0  h u n g r y  p e o p l e ,  i t  
i i s s a i d ,  "He l i f t e d  up h i s  e y e s  and g a v e  t h a n k s . .  

|| Then h e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  f e e d  t h e  h u n g e r i n g  m u l t i t u d e  
I w i t h  v h a t  was a v a i l a b l e .

I t  was n o t  a th a n k s  t o r  f o o d  cn t h e  t a b l e  -  f o r  
t h e r e  was o n l y  fliA^e s m a l l  loa_ves a r o  s e v e n

IT

f  i s I t  was a t e c h n i q u e  by w h ich  J e s u s  a t t u n e d  
h i m s e l f  t o  more I n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  -  t o  t h e  
o p u l e n c e  o f  t h f & n i v e r s e  w h ic h  i s  a lv .a y s  a t  h a n d .
Anc i n  t h a t  a l t i t u d e  h e  becam e rjreat  -  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e

jREAT ACTS FOLLOW GREAT THOUGHTS WHICH COME FROM 
CPATEFUL KKAPTS-

T h i n k i n g  a b o u t  V i e t  Nam an d  e c o n o m ic
p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  - -  how do we g i v e  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e m f  
W_e dor^ t f  In  a v e r y  r e a l  s e r s e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  h a v e
c ome b e c a u s e  we h a v e n ’ t  b een  g r e a t  i n  h e a r t  and mi n d .

command 
e v e r y t h

i s ,  t! j f l _ g y g r j ^ h i n n  g i v e  t h a n k s "  -  n o t  
i n c , , .  _We d o r  *t w ant t o  g i v e  th a n k s

f a i l u r e .  VHE
g i v  

LIFTED UP HIS
EYES . .'.AFP GAVE THANKS , w

c o u l c  l i f t  up, our e v e s  hifjh e r o u a h .  and g i v e  
th a n k s  * ar>d omei^ “th e  o r e a t n e s s o f n i i r
o w n  God ^ s e l v e s  " c o m p l e t e l y  e n o u g h ,  w p  "could s e t  o f f
a ._ ch a in  r e a c t i o n o f  p e a c e  and power t h a t  c o u l d  s t o p  
t h e  war and r e s o l v e  t h e  i n h a r m o n i e s  and h e a l  t h e  i l l s ,

r e f e rTl-^ere i s
~~ p e r h a p s  s o  o f t e n  a s  t o  b e  r e d u n d a n t  - -  h u t  

we_n_eed t o  r e m i n d # o u r s e l v e s  o f  i t  a n a i n  a n d  a g a i n :  
w T I F -  IS LIVED FROM WITHIN OUT.

Tj^us—i l —you a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h at  you h a v e  or  
Ol . wh^t yoyi h a v e n ' t .  i n s t e a d  01 c o m p l a i n i ng a h n n t  i t )
y ° u....p eed  t o  open  t h e  c.oor t o  r e l e a s e more o f  t h a t  
i n f i n i t e  p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  i s  e v e r  w i t h i n  y o u .



I,t  see m s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  o n e  ca n  n e v e r  s o p e  h i n n
n o t h i n g . ___I t  i s  v ’ a t  you h a v e  t h ^ t  _ is  t h e

s t a r t i n g  p l a c e  from  w h ic h  t h e  nr e a t  a b u n d a n c e  may 
b e . a c q u i r e d ,  W hatever  you  BEGIN WITH d e t e r m i n e s  t o  
a l a r g e  e x t e n d  WHAT COMHS FROM I T .

I f  you p o r e  o v e r  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  you h a v e n f t  vou  
s fra_r.t from  l e s s  t h a r  n o t h i n g ,  
h a v e r  *t , you  h a v e  a d d ed  a s p i r i t» o f  c o m p l a i n t .

Lp y i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r s o n  w i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f o c u s  o f  
a t t e n t i o n  on what h e  h a s n ' t  i s  t h e  wav t o  n e t  what  
h e  w a n t s .  You must t u r n  you r  t h o u g h t  on how t o  g a i n  
wha.+ vou want -  t u r n  from  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  w h a t  v o u  
h?A e  n o t  t o  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  w h a t  vou  w a n t .

Thi.fi woul d  s e e n  s o  l o g i c a l  a s  t o  h e  a u n i v e r s a l  
p r a c t i c e .  Put i t  i s n ' t .  Ear n o r e  p e o p l e  s u b m e r g e  
t b e m s e l v e s  in  d i s p l e a s e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e i r  l a c k s .  
The l i v e s  o f  p i l l i o n s  a r e  r i d d l e d  w i t h  s< g lf -u n c  o i n g  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  m orbid  r e b e l l i o n .  Such  p e o p l e  a r e  
a n a r y  a t  o t h e r s ,  a t  l i f e ,  and a t  God b e c a u s e  t h e y  
( o. n o t  h a v e  w h at  t h e y  w a r t .  And a t  a n v  t i m e  t h e y  

V —' c an  t u r n  from l a c k  a rd  open  t h e  wav t o  a b u n d a n c e .

rk £  > 4 y  t o  t tnjj^nc j s  t h e  b a s i c  s p i r i t  o f  " T h a n k s -  
i d i y i n g ” , t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  - -  w h e r e  you  a r e  
gr a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  good vou  do hav e .  no  m a t t e r  how 
^ - iT t le  i t  n a y  s e en) a t  t h e  t i m e .  E v e n  more v o u  a r p  
^ u s t  g r a t e f u l  a s  a wav o f  l i f e .

^Marcus A u r e l i u s f  " T h in k  n o t  s o  much o f  wh a t  th o u
ha s t  n o t  a s  o f  what th o u  h a s t :  b u t  o f  t h e  t h i n g s
wh i c h  t h o u  h a s t  s e l e c t  t h e  b e s t ,  a n d  r e f l e c t  how
e a g e r l y  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s o u g h t  i f  th o u  h a d s t  
them n o t . 1'

' f e s t e a d  o f  s t e w i n g  and f r e t t i n g  o v e r  your  p r o b le m s  
your r e e d s  -  hoy; much b e t t e r  t o  tu r n  f r ' m  t h e s e  

,a j^ a s  o f  l a c k  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  d i p i n e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
c p ar<  ̂ s u b s t a r  c e  i n  t h e  good  t h i n g s  o f  y o u r  l i f e

I ^ t  t h e  good  vou frflvp b e  a s y m b o l  o f  t h e  nnnHnPCC
o f  J22&.___L e t  t h e  d o l l a r  b i l l  f v o ur b . t ,  o n p ) h o
a ^ y m b o l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y  o f  d i v i n e  s u b s t n n r o .  Th^r,
1 U -t  un y o u r  e y e s  and g i \ e  th a n k s  > f o r  t h e  i n e xha us  
t3_hl p a l l  - f i n t f  i f f i p n e v  o f  ^od > " --------



P u t  r e m e m b e r ,  t h  o -T t. if;
•t h e * k e y  t o  g e t t i n g  you  tu n e d  i n  t o  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  
f o r c e s  o f  your  b e i n g .

[ f e n i l i e  C ad y l i n  LESSONS Ifi TPUTF , s a y s *’ ^ou do n o t

Vw/

t
c

ch a n g e  n o d l s a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  you on e  i o t a  b y  e i t h e r  
i m p o r t u n in g  or a f f i r m i n g .  You o n l y  c h a n g e  y o ur 
a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  Him, By t h u s  a f f i r m i n g ^  you  p u t  
y c u r s e l f  i n  harmony w i t h  d i v i n e  l a w ,  w h ich  i s  a l w a y s  
[working tow ard  "our g o o d , 11

i s  a d e o tK  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
v’h i c h .  i s  a c o n s t a n t  r e s o u r c e  w h e r e v e r  h e  i s  or w h at  
e y e r  may b e  h i s  n e e d .  |jc.hn' M i l t o n f r e :  e r s  t o  i t :  

r ’THEPE IS  NOTHING THAT MAKES MEF PICH AND STPOFG 
1BUT THAT WHICH THEY CARRY INSIDE OF THEM, TPIJE 
WEALTH IS OF THE H ART. LOT OF THE HAND."

i s  t h e  a t t i t u c e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  makes t h i s  
i n n e r  w e a l t h  r e a l  and t a n g i b l e  a s  an i n f l u e n c e  i n  
human e x p e r i e r c e ,  J e s u s  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t  when h e  
s a i d ,  " I  h a v e f o o d t o  e a t  v e  know n o t  o f . tT

" e t n a l l v f - U t f-  h as  S6>yy:.,al d i n e n s i  ons b ey o n d  th e .  
t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n a l  p l a n e  o l  human s e n s e .  The f o u r t h  
d i m e n s i o n  i s  a r e a l i t y  t h a t  ~the~ e v e s '  do n o t  s 
b u t  w h ic h  t h e  h 
l a y  h o l d  o f .

C3T! ser ts5  anc- f n i ^h gnr.

T^bis i s t h e  Kingdom w i t h i n  t h a t  J e s u s  t a l l  ed  a b o u t .  
Th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  draws upon t h i s  i n n e r  
po w e r , t h i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  g u i d a n c e  and s t r e n g t h .

And i t  i s  b a s e d  on t h i s  d e e p e r  d i m e n s i o n  t h a t  
J e s u s  s a y s_^__yA_ll t h i n g s  who t s o . < g y e r _ a nd 
* sk  f o r ,  b e l i e v e  y e  r e c e i v e  th em , and v e  s h a l l  

a v e  th<

^ u s  came i n t o  B e t h a n y  and met t h e  s o r r o w i n g  f a m i l y
o i _ h i s  f r i e n d  L a z a r u s .  L a a a r u s  was d e a d .  nr»d _____
-■2 2 U—2J2—t h e —t  ̂ mb—t or_Jc ur do v s .  Che w^opirM s i s t e r s
s a i d  w i t h  a h i n t  o f  r e p r o a r h .  "LOrp. IF THOU t-WPET 
BE Eh' PEP Z . OUr ppQT!-'1 T V' P f j y  r Teda«

Ufi—went, t o  t h e  tomb v i t h  them arc- a f t e r  h ? \ i n o
t h g,, s t o r e  fCT'Oved. h e  l i l t e d  up h i s  PWC f t u r n ed away  
t £Qm t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  d i m e n s i o n  ^
” FA TF I rP - I THAr;K THEE THAT THOTT H APRST MR.»»



I t  seem s o b v i o u s  t h a t  you ca n  n e v e r  g e t  s o m e t h i n g

r



P u t  rem em ber .  m * „ I t _  ± S  __
tine k e y  t o  g e t t i n g  you  tu n e d  i n  t o  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  
f o r c e s  o f  your  b e i n g .

f e m i l i e  Cadvli i n  LESSONS IN TRUTH, s a y s ,  ,,i(ou do  n o t  
c h a n g e  OocPs a t t i t u c e  to w a r d  you  on e  i o t a  b y  e i t h e r  
i m p o r t u n in g  or a f f i r m i n g .  You o n l y  c h a n g e  y o u r  
a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  Him. By t h u s  a f f i r m i n g ,  you  p u t  

| y g u r s e l t  i n  harmony w i t h  d i v i n e  l a w ,  w h ic h  i s  a l w a y s  
1 w o r k in g  tow ard  your  p o o d ."

X
Tt o - e , i s  a d e o tK  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
whi c h  i s  a c o n s t a n t  r e s o u r c e  w h e r e v e r  h e  i s  or w h at  
e y e r  mav b e  h i s  n e e d ,  ljc.hn M j l t o n l r e :  e r s  t o  i t :  

r XHSPB IS NOTHING THAT MAKES MEN p ICH AND STRONG 
UT THAT WHICH THEY CARRY INSIDE OF THEM. TRUEIEALTH IS OF THE HEART. NOT OF THE HAND. M

I I t - i s  t h e  a t t i t u c e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  makes t h i s  
i o p e r  w e a l t h  r e a l  and t a n g i b l e  a s  an  i n f l u e n c e  i n
human e x p e r i e r c e .  J e s u s  ta  Ik ed  a b o u t  i t  when h e  
s a i d . "I, h a v e  i o o d  t o  e a t  v e  know n o t  o f . tT

---------- , »_s e v f i fca l  d im e n s i o n s b ey o n d  th e .
t h r e e  d i  e n s i o n a 1 p l a n e  o l  human s e n s e .  The f o u r t h  
d i m e n s i o n  5.s a r e a l i t y  t h a t  t h e  evQs do  n o t  s p p  ̂
b u t  w h ic h  t h e  h g a r t  cajn s e n s e  and whi^h fa - f th  pan

T h i s  i s  t h e  Kingdom  w i t h i n  t h a t  J e s u s  t a i l e d  a b o u t .  
Th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  draws upon t h i s  i n n e r  
po w e r , t h i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  g u i d a n c e  and s t r e n g t h .

And i t  i s  b a s e d  on t h i s  d e e p e r  d i m e n s i o n  t h a t  
jj ê-s-us  s a y s ,  ,_!A11 t h i n g r  wha tsc.£yer_ v e  n r a v  an d 
ta s k  f o r  a b e l i e v e  y e  r e c e i v e  th em , and  v e  s h a l l  
f r a v e  t h e m . "

£g.us cam e i n t o  B e t h a n y  and met t h e  so rro v j ir .n  -fam il y  
o f  »•£* i .s_  1 1 1 L l? a r u s  , L a z a r u s  w a s  d e a d .  a n d  b**

pa_?n i n  t h e  tomb t o r  f c u r  da y s .  The w o p n i m  
^ s a id  w i t h  a h i r t  o f  r e n r o a r h .  " L O [ l . Tp tttoU PAP9T 

0 Ur  T pr -TT’ r r,» p pp< r JEDSEEN HEPS

US— t —iQ—t h e —tomb v i t h  them arc- a f t e r  \ i n c  
t h e  s t o r e  removed, ,  h e  T i l t e d  up h-U e ,; p s  f t u r n e d  a w a y

. t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  to'  t h e  f o u r t h  d i m e n s i o n  c np; s a i d .
" iE A T rsr .  i  thamc THEE t o t  THOU h Ap U t mp »



C a n ' t  you i m a g i n e  n e o r l e  t h i n k i n g .  "Than k s g i v i n g  1” W 
twhat i s t h e r *? t o  n j v p  th a n k s  f o r .  l a z a r u s  i s  s t i l l  
d e a d .  Why d o e s n ' t  t h i s  C a l i  l e a n  w a i t  a n d  s e e  i f  
h e c a n  p e r f o r m  t h e  m i r a c l e  b e f o r e  He e i v e s  th a n k s ? "

P^t_ J e s u s  k n  cv t h a t
g i r o  t h e  a v a j J ^ M j ^  - a n d  g i v i n g  th a n k s
icj-ythe k e y .  He t h e n  s n o k e  t h e  w o r d . "L 7APUS COME 

EQFTHr — &pd we h a v e  ro r e c o r d  t h a t  He c a v e  a n y  
f u r t h e r  th a n k s  a f t e r  t h e  onr.e dear man r a n »  /rnra—
1 t omb.  He b e l i e v e d  a n c g a v e  t h an ks f i r s t  — and  
w i t h  t h a t  k e y  t h e  r e s u l t  p r o v e d  i n e v i t a b l e -

He l i f t e d  up
t h e  added  d i m e n s i o n  o f  l i f e  -  arc made i t  r e a l  t h r u  
^ h a j i k g j u l n e s s ^

A_,wona n  h a d  an  o n l y  s e n  who was i n v o l v e d  -in drngc;  
a nd w a s  l i v i n g  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e  s h e  j u s t  o u l d n ' t  
a c c e p t  o r  u n d e r s t a n d .  Pm m o n t h s  s h e  h a d  n r  ave r t  
l r  a g o n y  o f  s o u l .  -OH COP. SA\ £ MY BOY FROM DESTRUC* 

3L. U S t  V’-.^HH^SS. FRC>M SI1M

But h c o u l d  Go^ h ear  t h ^t_ k in d  of^ p l a y e r  a n y  more  
t han t h e  su n  c o u l d  h e a r  or u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  
a man w i t h  h i s  e y e s  s h u t :  "Oh s u n r s t o p  s h e d d i n g  
r a y s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  and s e n d  me o n e  r a y  o f  l i g h t "
( b u t  t h e  t r o u b l e  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  s u n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  man

-Who w o u ld  r o t  o p en  h i s  e v e s . ) , o ,
—^ = ^ T —

T h is  woman f i n a l l y  was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  u n i t y  
c o n c e p t .  She b e g a n  t o  s e e  s o m e t h i n ^  o f  t h e  d i v i n i t y  
ly i-th in  h er  s o n .  She c h a n g e d  h er  a t t i t u d e  and h er  
f a n n e r  o f  n r /V /e r .  S h e  s t o p p e d  b e s e e c h i n g  God and  
s t a r t e d  q ^ i n g  th a n k s  f o r  good  i n s ^ c ^ d -

S h e  b e g a n  t o  a f f i r m ;  » 1 g i v e  th a n k s  t h a t  you a r e
G o e ' s  P e r f e c t  c h i l d . . . I  e  th a n k s  i o r  c m i . fa n r p

—s . t r e n o t b_i p  y o ur l i f e ,  and f o r  l o v o  and  u n d e r -
, s t a n d i n g  in  m e . '1

TJien s h e  b e g a n  t o  p r a i s e  t h e  b o y ,  s i l e n t l y  a t  f i r s t ,  
and l a t e r  o p e n l y  a s  h e  s t a r t e d  t o  r e s p o n d .  S h e  
c o n t i n u e  t o  d e c l a i m  " I  g i v e  th a n k s  f o r  f a i t h  t o  s e e

Q °o d  *n you* You a r e  C o d 's  p e r f e c t  c h i l r



A f t a  few  w ee V ? . w i t h  r o  s e e m i n g  c l a n ^ e  t h e  f a i t h *  
f .u l^  m other  nev er  s w e r v e d  from  her  u s e  o f  p r a y s e  
arc g r a t i t u d e  - - T h e  b o y  came home o r e  e v e n i n g  
a nd s a i d ,  " M o th e r .  I h a v e  j u s t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
mu s t  b e  a h i g h e r  way t o  g e t  t u r n e d  o n ,  and  I h v e  
a „ f e e l i n g  t h a t  you  know t h e  w av .  I am n o in n  t o  t r y
tJia_t__^aXf_L!---- Xh_a_t_ was—t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  i t  was a
b e a u t i f u l  demons t r a  t  i o n  o f  trans.fornB t i o n .

taX us—r emembgr_t h a t  Goo has  g i v e n  us a w o r ld  thr  i
b u t  our—P.\vn. fOU 3,y k ee p s_f r c - m  hp i  nn a n a r a f i i c  e  ,

a r c  God t a s ^ q i v e p  u^_ t r  em^pdous now^r n o t h i n g
tei^t gpt.— 1 t h o u g h t s  keejas fro m

L e t  t h i s  T h a n k s g i v i n g  d a y  b e  t h e  b e n i r n i n o  o f  a 
wh o l e  new t h i n g  f o r  us — t h e  r e g u l a r  u s e  o f  t h o  
s p j i r i t  o f  t h a n k f u l n e s s  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i ­
t u d e .  I n s t e a d  o f  f r e t t i n g  o v e r  d a k k n e s s  i n  t h e  
eWorld, l e t  us g i v e  th<?rks f o r  l i g h t . .

Remember t h a t  t h e  g i v i n g  t h a n k s  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  t u r n i n g  
on t h e  l i f e  and l i g h t  and w isd om  and s u b s t a n c e  and  

V l o v e  - -  from  w i t h i n -  And t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  w h a t  l i f e
a l l  a b o u t .


