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Thursday is Thanksliving Hay. Of alzx21 the holidays
we celebrate. Thanksgiving is by far my favorite.
Mavbe it is the on]v one that | can get
completely turned on about.

holidays have a vay of getting commercialized or of
becoming simply the good excuse for a vacation from

work. This may be true of Thanksgiving, but less so
than any other. It is still a simple, sane arc nuiet
time of remembrance.

In °salm 100 -- '"‘ole one hundred™ to many lovers of
the Bible — the theme is set for the religious
)bservance : "EDTER INTO PIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVINGT
foKD Ib TO HIS COUI TS WITH PRAISE."

Today 1 want to ask4burself some very pointed
questions. your Thanksgiving really a holjiday

day or is it a hollow day? fholido™™iuws-" fv

Is your heart really thank-ful. or do mouth the
lines of thanksgivi®™ with a eart that werrv-fullfl
lack-full, fear-full, hate-full gtA -

rP. viu really have an attitude of gratitude for the
blessings of life, or do you simply encage in what

Gilbert and Sullivan called. "platitudes in stained
glass attitudes ." f* * ~_"

little oirl was once staving overnight with hgy
aMHt and at bedtime she knelt down by the bed and
said_her prayers. The aunt said. "It's a nlea7il?r~
tO- hear you saving your prayers so well. You speak

so ..earnestly and seriouslvf and you mean what you
Sa— n /\

little girl replied. "But Auntie you should hear
me gargle.”™ J3'"'YEE WITH yg- WAS Al

Ay p. MEMORY AND IMITATION Js Thanksgiving mrp tha«
that for ftps? e

X<y "< AM> N "fis c.ivR it is to
e..g perpi. l,ual state of consciousness, anattitnrio
of gratitude. * -



Put boy- can we give thanks for everything? Car* we
nive thanks for the War in Viet Namg For the con-
fusion and dissert in our land? For poverty and
pollution arc flooj~ds arc ire? For personal
challenges and affliction and human relation problems!

Terhaps we can repeat the travels and slogans in a
parrott-like manner, but can we really enter into
the gates with praise and thanksgiving from the
bottom of our hearts?

What is the basis of TharksojyincP Poes od demand
1t? Will God*s feelings about us be lessened if we
do not thank Him or our good?

| like the witty comment of Meister Fckhart:

"1 NEVRP GIVE GOP THANKS EOF LOVING MB. BECAUSE HE
CANNOT HELP ITiWITHE HP WOULD G NO. IT IS HIS
NATUP2 TO."

Tharksliving is not for Coe -- Hg dop”™n’t need -it.
As long as we have the old idea of God '"tig there2
to whom we bow down, our thanks”?ix’inn is very likely
to be a ritual of worship, ™a little habit we've
acquired

gratitude is not simnly a virtue, something you do
to earn points. It is a state of consciousness

in tthich we are lifted to a new exoerii

God doesn't need our gratitude, but we do.

Lono before the time of Jesus HINto wrote: "HR
AENJOYS MUCH WHO IS THANKFUL. A GRATEFUL MINT- IS

GREAT NIND WHICH EVENTUALLY ATTRACTS TO ITSELFE
EREAT THINGS."

/lL-grateful person is Q HAT because he has turned gp
aJJ the lights in himself. We think of gratitude

and thankfulness in terms of something to”™ ve thanks
for. But the attitude of gratitude is noffia eartj.on
to good things. It can be the cause of them.

When we are grateful we radiate a light that enables
UL tP See t.hinns for which to bp or~Pfnl. Nor” than
_li* actually gttracts the good things to u?.
Naybe this 1is what true GREATNESS is - the ahiliy

““0"appreciate the good 'ih people anti' BveéntsTt and
thus to exact the very best from life and the
experiences of life.



/a

[Nearoe Bernard Shaw said. "GOT FAS GIVPbh US A WORLD
IITHAT NOTHING BUT QJR OWNFOLLY K-FJ\S TPOM RETNG A
PArADISE/V

@cd has given each oi us the potential ol abundant
IjLfe but our ovr lack of per-
ception and our own folly keeps us from finding it
.and experiercirn it.

The ~follu is in our_thounl” We have the choice to
be or™at or small. When we are grateful, we are
great, Vhen we lose sight of the imoort-irirp of
Thanksgiving. we become little people, with little
minds, leading little, inconsequential lives.

I nthe 17th Century the Oilgrims paused to give

thanks - but they were not Thanking God for what was
on their table or in their barns - for it was meager
indeed, THEY WER THANKING GOD FOP WHAT WAS IN THEIR
HEARTS "- their \ision and faith in what for the ~

most part we hale today.

But we should never forget the key to our greatness,
Van Loon wrote: "America is a great nation, but we
have vet to become a great people,"

Amissionary to Africa told of a strange tribe that
he encountered in his travels -- a strangely poverty
stricken ttibe that seemed to have absolutely nothing
in the midst of other tribes who were quite prosperous

After spending several months of research with them
he found that in their language they had no word
with which to express gratitude, thanksfulness r or®
appreciation. They hac forgotten how to say "thank
,ynu," Could this loss of the spirit of THANKSGIV TbhG
Nave.been responsible for their poverty,

IS an interesting point isn't it? Thi™ wonlri
seem to indicate that we GROW RICH JRY THANKSGIVING
AbD WE GROW IMPOVERISHED LrVTING HtS sgrV .nr

Ihf real essence of THANKSGIVING. then, is nnt
eNf.jting situation or thing about which to be thank-
Jrh,g °Jd ”count your many blessingsll idea -
which is a fine practice -- but it is more than that.



Tharksr»ivinn is rot ceoendent unor outer things.
It is dependent only upon an awareness of the Great”
ness of God within us. The attitude of gratitude is
a key to the inner Kingdom of human potentiality.

|[fwhen™sus was faced with 5,000 hungry people, it

iis said, "He lifted up his eyes and gave thanks.. IT
|| Then he proceeded to feed the hungering multitude
Iwith vhat was available.

It was not a thanks tor food cn the table - for
there was only fliA” small loa_ves aro seven

fis It was a technique by which Jesus attuned
himself to more Infinite possibilities - to the
opulence of thf&niverse which is alv.ays at hand.

Anc in that altitude he became rjreat - and, of course
JREAT ACTS FOLLOW GREAT THOUGHTS WHICH COME FROM
CPATEFUL KKAPTS-

Thinking about Viet Nam and economic

personal problems -- how do we give thanks for themf

We dor™ tf In a very real serse these things have
come because we haven’t been great in heart and mind.

command is, t'jfl_gygrj~hinn give thanks™ - not
everythinc _We dor *t want to give thanks
failure. VHE LIFTED UP HIS

EYES. .".AFP GAVE THANKS ,w

coulc lift up, our eves hifjh erouah. and give
thanks * ar>d omei™® the oreatnessofniir
own God "selves "completely enough, wp "could set off
a. _chain reaction of peace and power that could stop

the war and resolve the inharmonies and heal the ills,
Tl-~ere is refer
~~ perhaps so often as to be redundant -- hut

we n eed to remind# ourselves of it anain and again:
w TIF- IS LIVED FROM WITHIN OUT.

Tj™us—i | —you are not satisfied with what you have or
Ol .wh”t yoyi haven't. instead 01 complaining ahnnt it)

y°u..peed to open the c.oor to release more of that
infinite potential that is ever within you.



It seems obvious that one can never sope hinn
nothing. It is v’at you have th”~t _is the
starting place from which the nreat abundance may
be.acquired, Whatever you BEGIN WITH determines to

a large extend WHAT COMHS FROM IT.

If you pore over all the things you havenft vou
sfrart from less thar nothing,
haver *t, you have added a spirit of complaint.

Lpyintelligent person will believe that a focus of
attention on what he hasn't is the wav to net what

he wants. You must turn your thought on how to gain
wha.+ vou want - turn from the concern of what vou

h?Ae not to the anticipation of what vou want.

Thi.fi would seen so logical as to he a universal

practice. Put it isn't. Ear nore people submerge
tbemselves in displeased concern for their lacks.

The lives of pillions are riddled with s<glf-unc oing
because of this morbid rebellion. Such people are

anary at others, at life, and at God because they
(o. not have what they wart. And at anv time they
V— can turn from lack ard open the wav to abundance.

rkE >4y to ttnjj~nc js the basic spirit of "Thanks-
idiying”, the attitude of gratitude -- where you are
grateful for the good vou do have. no matter how
N-iTtle it nay seen) at the time. Even more vou arp
~ust grateful as a wav of life.

AMarcus Aureliusf "Think not so much of what thou
hast not as of what thou hast: but of the things
which thou hast select the best, and reflect how

eagerly they would have been sought if thou hadst
them not.Z

‘festead of stewing and fretting over your problems

your reeds - hoy; much better to turn fr'm these
,ajnas of lack to the evidence of dipine intelligence
cp ar<”™ substarce in the good things of your life

It the good vou frflvp be a symbol of the nnnHnPCC
of J22&. Let the dollar bill fvour b.t, onp) ho

a”~ymbol of the currency of divine substnnro. Th"r,
1U £ un your eyes and gi\le thanks > for the inexhaus

t3_hl p all -fintfiffipnev of ~od> ™ e



Put remember, tho Ttif;
the*key to getting you tuned in to the transcendent
forces of your being.

[fenilie Cadyl in LESSONS Ifi TPUTF, says *”ou do not
change nodls attitude toward you one iota by either
importuning or affirming. You only change your
attitude toward Him, By thus affirming”™ you put
ycurself in harmony with divine law, which is always
[working toward "our good,ll

Vw/

iIs a deotK of possibility within every person
vhich.is a constant resource wherever he is or what
eyer may be his need. |[jc.hn' Miltonfre: ers to it:
r 'THEPE 1S NOTHING THAT MAKES MEF PICH AND STPOFG
1BUT THAT WHICH THEY CARRY INSIDE OF THEM, TPIJE
WEALTH IS OF THE HART. LOT OF THE HAND."

iIs the attituce of gratitude that makes this
C inner wealth real and tangible as an influence in

human experierce, Jesus talked about it when he
said, "I have food to eat ve know not of.fT

"etnallvf-U tf- has S6>yy:.,al dinensions beyond the.

three dimensional plane ol human sense. The fourth
dimension is a reality that ~the~eves' do not s

but which the h C3T! serts5 anc- fnish gnr.
lay hold of.

T™bis is the Kingdom within that Jesus tall ed about.

The attitude of gratitude draws upon this inner

power, this transcendent guidance and strength.
And it is based on this deeper dimension that
Jesus says ™ yAll things whotso.<gyer _and
*sk for, believe ye receive them, and ve shall
ave th<

Aus came into Bethany and met the sorrowing family
oi_his friend Lazarus. Laaarus was dead. nr»d

#® 2U22—the— “mb—t or_Jcur dovs. Che w”opirM sisters
said with a hint of reproarh. "LOrp. IF THOU t-WPET
BEET PEP Z. OUr ppQT!-'IT V' P fjy r Teda«

Ufi—went, to the tomb vith them arc- after h?\ino
thg,store fCT'Oved. he lilted up his PWC fturned away
tEQm the appearance to the fourth dimension ~
"FATFIP - | THAr,K THEE THAT THOIT H APRST MR.o»



It seems obvious that you can never get something



Put remember. m *,1t_ %S
tine key to getting you tuned in to the transcendent

forces of your being.

femilie Cadvli in LESSONS IN TRUTH, says, ,,i(ou do not
change OocPs attituce toward you one iota by either
importuning or affirming. You only change your
attitude toward Him. By thus affirming, you put
lygurselt in harmony with divine law, which is always
iworking toward your pood."

Tto-e,is a deotK of possibility within every person

which is a constant resource wherever he is or what

eyer mav be his need, Iljc.hn Mjltonlre: ers to it:
XHSPB 1S NOTHING THAT MAKES MEN p ICH AND STRONG
UT THAT WHICH THEY CARRY INSIDE OF THEM. TRUE
EALTH IS OF THE HEART. NOT OF THE HAND. M

| It-is the attituce of gratitude that makes this
ioper wealth real and tangible as an influence in
human experierce. Jesus ta lked about it when he
said. "I, have iood to eat ve know not of.{T

---------- , » sevfifeal dimensions beyond the.
three di ensional plane ol human sense. The fourth

dimension 5s a reality that the evQs do not spp”
but which the hgart cajn sense and whi™~h fa-fth pan

This is the Kingdom within that Jesus tailed about.
The attitude of gratitude draws upon this inner
power, this transcendent guidance and strength.
And it is based on this deeper dimension that
J ’esus says, ,!All thingr wha tsc.£yer_ ve nrav and
task for a believe ye receive them, and ve shall
frave them."

£g.us came into Bethany and met the sorrovjir.n -family

of»efs 1 1 1 LL Warus, Lazarus was dead. and b
pa_?n in the tomb tor fcur days. The wopnim
Nsaid with a hirt of renroarh. "LOJ[l. Tp tttoU PAPIT

SEEN HEPS OUr Tpr -TT r r»p pp< r JED

US— t—Q—the—tomb vith them arc- after \inc
the store removed,, he Tilted up h—U_e’;pS_ fturned away
: the appearance to' the fourth dimension cnp said.
"IEATrsr. i thamc THEE tot THOU h ApU t mp »



Can't you imagine neorle thinking. "Thanksgiving 1”
twhat is ther*® to njvp thanks for. lazarus is still
dead. Why doesn't this Calilean wait and see if

he can perform the miracle before He eives thanks?"

P~At_Jesus kncv that

giro the avajJ™~Mj~» -and giving thanks
icj-ythe key. He then snoke the word. "L 7APUS COME
EQFTHr — &pd we have ro record that He cave any
further thanks after the onr.e dear man ran» /rnra—
1 tomb. He believed anc gave thanks first — and
with that key the result proved inevitable-

He lifted wup
the added dimension of life - arc made it real thru
~hajikgjulness”

A _,wonan had an only sen who was involved -in drngc;

and was living the kind of life she just ouldn't

accept or understand. Pm months she had nravert

Ir agony of soul. -OH COP. SA\ £ MY BOY FROM DESTRUC*
3L. U St V-"HHASS. ARCM SIIM

But h could Go”™ hear th~t_ kind offplayer any more
than the sun could hear or understand the prayer of
a man with his eyes shut: "Oh sunr stop shedding
rays of darkness, and send me one ray of light"
(but the trouble is not in the sun, but in the man
-Who would rot open his eves.) , 0,

—AN=AT —
This woman finally was introduced to the unity
concept. She began to see somethin™ of the divinity
lyi-thin her son. She changed her attitude and her
fanner of nr/V/er. She stopped beseeching God and
started q”~ing thanks for good ins”~c”~d-

She began to affirm; »1 give thanks that you are
Goe's Perfect child...|I e thanks ior cmi.fanrp

—s.trenotb__ip your life, and for lovo and under-
,standing in me.'l

TJien she began to praise the boy, silently at first,

and later openly as he started to respond. She

continue to declaim "I give thanks for faith to see
Q°od *n you* You are Cod's perfect chilr



Afta few weeV?. with ro seeming clan”e the faith*
f.ul™® mother never swerved from her use of prayse
arc gratitude --T he boy came home ore evening

and said, "Mother. | have just realized that there
must be a higher way to get turned on, and | h ve
a,feeling that you know the wav. I am noinn to try

tdiat 7aXf L!--—-—-Xhat was—the beginning, but it was a
beautiful demonstration of trans.fornB tion.

taX us—remembgr_that Goo has given us a world thri

but our—P.\vn. fOU3Yy keeps_ frc-m nhpi NN a narafiic e,
arc God tas”™qivep u™_ tr em”pdous now”r nothing
teit gpt.— lthoughts keejasfrom

Let this Thanksgiving day be the benirnino of a

whole new thing for us — the regular wuse of tho
spjirit of thankfulness and the attitude of grati-
tude. Instead of fretting over dakkness in the

eWorld, let us give th<?rks for light..

Remember that the giving thanks is the key to turning

on the life and light and wisdom and substance and

love -- from within- And that is really what life
all about.



