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27 Jan (Friday) 

We arrived at Phnom Penh, Cambodia, at about 1 pm and were received by Pr John Saray 
and his wife Lydia at the Phnom Penh International Airport. It was a delight to meet Pr 
John and Lydia in person after hearing so much about their work in Lively Hope BPC. We 
were immediately faced with the mammoth task of packing all our luggage, boxes and 
porta-sound into the church twelve-seater van. By the grace of God, after several tries, 
we finally got everything and the nine of us packed into the van, and made our way to 
Sihanoukville.  

     

The journey from Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville took more than three hours. The drive 
was smooth as we drove on the newly constructed highway. When we arrived at 
Sihanoukville, Pr John showed us the sights of the city. We immediately felt a sense of 
sadness as we saw everywhere casinos, flashing lights at hotels, etc. We also witnessed 
many half-completed buildings abandoned by the Chinese developers when COVID-19 
struck in 2020. Now that the pandemic is over, the Chinese developers are returning to 
further their work. Seeing how Sihanoukville was transformed into a worldly city reminds 
us of the urgency to persevere in prayer and to support the Gospel work of the Cambodian 
preachers. We ended our day with a fellowship dinner with Pr John and family and an 
evening devotion shared by Rev Dennis.  

28 Jan (Saturday) 

On the second day, morning devotion was shared by Elder Chew. After breakfast, we 
made our way to Lively Hope BPC.  For May Ling, Corina, Pamela and Anthony, it was their 
first time seeing the new church building of Lively Hope BPC. We thank God for the 
opportunity to support this mission and to worship in this newly renovated, 3-level church 
building.  



Below is a photo of the building taken from the main street. 

    

There is a plot of land by the side of the building that can be developed for general use 
and for church-related activities. The main hall on level 1 is used for Sunday worship 
service. We thank God that it was renovated in time for the 12th Lively Hope BPC 
Anniversary, the seminar as well as for the Combined Sunday School. The common room 
on level 2 (formerly two smaller rooms) is used by the children for their weekly Sunday 
School. Pr John and family occupy the other rooms on level 2 and level 3. At the back of 
the building are staircases leading to level 2, level 3 and the rooftop open area.  We 
immediately started preparing our teaching aids for the children’s Sunday School and 
made the necessary arrangements for tables and chairs for the morning seminar.  

The seminar on “Reformation & God’s Word” by Rev Dennis was attended by six 
Cambodian pastors and was translated by Pr John into Khmer. The seminar covered two 
parts: (a) Pre-Reformation and (b) the 16th Century Protestant Reformation and Martin 
Luther (1483-1546).  Pr John shared that although many preachers were invited, most 
decided to attend a conference on Christian Unity organised by the Cambodian 
Government in Phnom Penh. Nevertheless, our seminar was fruitful. The six participants 
asked questions that were answered by Rev Dennis and Elder Chew.  

 

 

 



Below are photos of the seminar.   

      

 

In the afternoon, we did home visitations. The children of the two families we visited are 
members of Lively Hope BPC. We thank God that He used the children to enable the 
Gospel message to be preached to their parents. Although the parents of both families 
are unbelievers, they welcomed us and were open to hearing the Gospel message shared 
by Elder Chew. Below is a photo of the first family with their children (Chorvivan, Kanh, 
Chakna, Phanny and Kikti). 

 



Below is a photo of the second family with their children (Pya, Pilip, Pilot and Nicole). 

 

The families were invited to attend the 12th Lively Hope BPC Anniversary. Thank God the 
father of the first family came and heard the Gospel message again. Elder Chew prayed 
for them during the home visitations. We pray that one day they will also come to the 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Our day ended with a fellowship dinner with Pr John 
and family and an evening devotion shared by Rev Dennis.   

29 Jan (Lord’s Day) 

On the third day, the Combined Sunday School began at 9 am. May Ling taught the 
children on the message “From Unprofitable to Profitable” from the theme verse 
Philemon 1:11, while Lydia translated the message into Khmer. The class was attended 
by 24 children from ages 6 to 12. We thank God that the children were receptive, attentive 
and responsive to the lesson. After the lesson, Soh Han taught the children the song “For 
God So Loved the World” and conducted the art and craft session for the rest of the 
morning. We thank God that the children were very enthusiastic and were actively 
involved in the art and craft. We were told that the children loved this activity as they did 
not have the opportunity to do such activities in their schools. The following photos are 
of the children working on the art and craft materials provided by the team. The materials 
included the cloth bags for the children to write/print on and some painting materials. 
Some children were very creative as they painted their own images without the use of 
the materials given to them.  We pray that the children will carry the Gospel message to 
their family members and friends by way of the cloth bags they decorated. 

 

 

 

 

 



The children also wrote the Bible verse John 3:16 in Khmer (below left) onto the cloth 
bags (below right).    

   

   

The Lively Hope BPC 12th Anniversary Service started at 3 pm. Rev Dennis preached on 
the topic “Great is Thy Faithfulness” taken from the theme verse Lamentations 33:21. The 
service was attended by about 60 adults and children. At the service, we thank God for 
the reaffirmation of faith of Pr John’s two children, Jonathan and Melissa (below).  

 

 



Two groups of children presented their song items. The first group (below left) sang the 
hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” in Khmer while the second group (below right) 
presented the hymn “Praise the Lord” in Chinese. The second group is from the Chinese 
class taught by Lydia’s sister.  

     

We thank God that the Lord’s Supper was also served at the Anniversary Service. It was 
administered by Rev Dennis and served by Pr John. Below is a combined group photo at 
the Anniversary Service.     

 

After the service, Lydia brought out the refreshments from the kitchen. The food was 
prepared by an ex-student’s father who is a chef. The menu consisted of different 
Cambodian food and methods of cooking. We all enjoyed the different kinds of food. 
Many of us had multiple servings. We thank God for the labour of love of those who 
prepared and served at the refreshment tables. 

 

 



30 Jan (Monday) 

On the fourth day, after our morning devotion by Elder Chew, we made our way to Agape 
BPC to visit Pr Tan Bun Kouy, his wife Srey Nang and their son. Below is a photo of Agape 
BPC in the home of Pr Bun Kouy at 80 Roofs. 

 

About 15 to 20 children regularly attend the church service. Pr Bun Kouy is the preacher 
every Lord’s Day.   

 

   

Pr Bun Kouy and family joined us as we made our way to Kampot. Along the way, we 
drove past Puom Jor Long, the place where Pr Bun Kouy started his first ministry to reach 
out to the poor and needy people. The route from 80 Roofs to Kampot was very rough 
with many potholes, but thank God we made it safely to Kampot. There we met with Pr 
Sopheak and had our lunchbreak before we continued our journey to Kampot and 
checked-in at the COCO Guesthouse.  

Some team members were tired and rested in the guesthouse while Rev Dennis, Elder 
Chew and May Ling made their way to True Gospel BPC to meet with Pr John, Pr Sopheak, 
Pr Rotha and Pr Bun Kuoy for the TMS administrative meeting.  



Taken in True Gospel BPC, below (left) is a group photo of Rev Dennis and Elder Chew 
with the Cambodian preachers.    

   

In the evening, we visited Pr Liv Rotha and his family at True Faith BPC. There, we had a 
short time of fellowship and sharing by Pr Liv Rotha before we ended with an evening 
devotion shared by Rev Dennis. Rev Dennis shared from Acts 20:14-24 on the importance 
of our service in the Lord who should always be our All. We are to serve with endurance, 
love and faith. Then we returned to the guesthouse for our night’s rest. Taken at True 
Faith BPC, above (right) is a group photo of Rev Dennis and the four Cambodian preachers.  

31 Jan (Tuesday) 

Early in the morning, Pr Liv Rotha came to pick us up to drive us to the Phnom Penh 
International Airport where we took our flight back to Singapore. We thank God for the 
opportunity to be part of this missions trip to celebrate with the Cambodian brethren the 
12th Anniversary of Lively Hope BPC in Sihanoukville. We thank God for the time of 
reunion and fellowship. We pray that God will continue to bless their work and that they 
will continue to do His work in Cambodia.  May we continue to pray and labour with them 
for the work of the Gospel in Cambodia. Below is a group photo of the missions team 
together with Yee Min, Charissa, Pr David and Gracia who sent us off at the Changi 
International Airport on 27 Jan 2023. 

 


