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(reported by Dn & Mrs Franco Wong) 

 

A team of 9, led by Pastor Dennis, left Singapore on 19 May 2017 to rejoice with 

Pr Thaven and Sister Sok Mey, on their Holy Matrimony (20 May 2017). The 

objective of this trip was for Pastor to officiate the wedding service on Saturday, 

as well as to preach and conduct the Lord’s Supper for both True Gospel and True 

Faith BPCs. The rest of the team (Uncle and Aunty Tan, Dn Franco and family) 

were to render any help needed.  

 

19 May (Friday) 

At Phnom Penh, we were welcomed by Bun Kouy and Uncle Sothy. After loading 

up, we left for Kampot while Bun Kuoy left to join his brother at Seam Reap. 

 

The 3-hour-plus journey to Kampot took us to towns, roadside markets, and green 

paddy fields dotted with coconut trees. We saw ponds filled with water lilies, trees 

covered with mangoes, cows grazing lazily, factory workers squeezed in trucks, 

wooden stilt homes and grand mountain ranges in the horizon. It seemed to be the 

wedding season as we noticed at least 6 tents set up for such purposes.  

 

As the sun set, we reached the guesthouse. After a quick check-in, we moved on 

to True Gospel BPC. The wedding tent in front of the church welcomed us, with 

the warm greetings by Pr Sopheak and family, and some brethren. Here, we were 

introduced to the new addition to Pr Sopheak’s family: one-month-old baby 

Joshua, who is adopted.  

 

After a brief but warm catching up, Pastor briefed the to-be married couple, 

together with Pr Rotha the translator, on the wedding service and proceedings. En-

Si was asked to help play some of the hymns complementing Thavy. A wedding 

rehearsal followed. Uncle Tan stood in for the bride’s uncle who was to give her 

away. The rehearsal ended with prayer at 8pm and we finally went for our dinner. 

We ended the long day with night devotion, a short exhortation by Pastor on 

Psalm 126:3: the LORD has done great things for us both in salvation and 

enabling us for His service; we must be glad and be a blessing. 

 

20 May (Saturday) 

At 6.30am, we had morning devotion with Dn Franco sharing from Psalm 99:1-3: 

God is great and holy and yet is close and nigh to us, all must praise His name in 

holy fear. We proceeded to True Gospel BPC’s premise. The hall was resplendent 

with the walls decked with yellow cloths draping grandly over white curtains, 

golden-cushioned chairs lined both sides of a red carpet that covered the aisle. 

Pastor prayed with the couple and helpers before we proceeded for a delicious 

porridge breakfast. 

 



The wedding service started at 8.20am. Pastor chaired the service with Pr Rotha 

translating. The wedding couple exchanged vows and rings before God and man. 

Pastor then gave the exhortation from Ephesians 5:21-33, reminding the couple 

that the union 

between the 

husband and the 

wife represents that 

of Christ and His 

church. The 

husband is to lead 

the wife, as how 

Christ leads the 

church and died for 

her. And the wife 

is to submit to the 

husband, which is 

commanded by 

God. As they pattern their lives according to the Scriptures, they will show forth a 

good testimony to those around them.  

 

We had a blessed time of fellowship over lunch with the brethren, including Pr 

John Saray and family who came from Sihanoukville. We then visited Uncle Korn 

who was hospitalized. We met with his wife and one of his sons and his family. 

Pastor shared a word of encouragement, with Pr Sopheak translating. 

 

We explored Kampot Central Market and later visited Lydia’s sister who owns a 

shop in the vicinity. She speaks good Mandarin. We then returned to the 

guesthouse to rest and refresh ourselves before the night’s wedding reception.  

 

Before the dinner reception, Pastor gathered all the preachers for a time of 

encouragement. We then had an interesting sit-down dinner with scrumptious 

Cambodian and fusion food. At the cake-cutting ceremony, Pr Thaven, with Sok 

Mey by his side, shared a short testimony, urging the guests to believe in Jesus. 

Praise God for helping them declare their faith amidst the secular atmosphere. 

 

We left shortly after and had our night devotion as well as to prepare for the 

Lord’s Day. Pastor shared from 1 Thessalonians 5:18, reminding us to give 

thanks, in good times and, especially, in bad times. Only Christians can give 

thanks with understanding at such times, knowing that God is good and in full 

control. May we live for Him and be a witness for Him in this dark world.  

 

21 May (Lord’s Day) 
For our morning devotion Dn Franco shared from Psalm 99:4-5. God, who is also 

King, rules with power and equity. As He is holy and hates sin, He will surely 

punish the wicked. We are to worship Him with total submission and humility. 

 



True Faith BPC brought forward their 

worship service so that Pastor could preach 

and conduct the Lord’s Supper at True Faith 

and then at True Gospel. Our team presented 

a praise item “Isn’t He Wonderful?” both in 

English and Khmer. Pastor conducted the 

Lord’s Supper and gave an exhortation from 

Philippians 1:20-26, “Christ be magnified.” 

Paul’s earnest hope was to magnify God in 

his body (v20) and hence, to him, to live is 

Christ and to die is gain (v21). He was a 

watchman serving Christ. Despite his 

imprisonment, Paul was more joyous than 

those who were outside but bonded by their 

sins. Our joy depends not on the situation we 

are in, but whether we are doing God’s will. 

We must keep on serving the Lord and 

magnifying Him. About 20 worshippers were present. After a group photo, we 

rushed over to True Gospel BPC.  

 

At True Gospel, Pastor preached from 

Galatians 4:8-11, “Don’t turn back,” 

encouraging the members to remember 

how they have been saved, how they 

should live from henceforth, and not to 

return to the old life. The Jews were in 

danger of returning to Judaism, seeking 

salvation through works. But we have 

been saved by grace through faith in 

Christ who has done everything for us. We should live for Christ alone, not to self 

or any other thing. Pastor warned that turning back may mean that we are not 

saved in the first place and called all to examine ourselves. About 40 people came 

for the service, including some guests from the wedding the night before. 

 

In the evening, Pr 

Sopheak brought 

Pastor and Dn 

Franco to visit a 

member’s son 

who suffered 

from burns.  

By the grace of 

God, this 22-

year-old man, 

Kim Tinah, came to believe in the Lord when the gospel was presented to him. All 

of us then proceeded to the hospital where Pastor conducted the Lord’s Supper 



service with 

Uncle Korn. 

Uncle Korn 

was attentive 

and well 

enough to sit 

through the 

short service. 

Pastor then 

shared a 

short 

message from Psalm 27:1 in the presence of other patients and their relatives, with 

Pr Sopheak translating. Pr Thaven and his wife participated in this service too.  

 

We had a blessed time of fellowship with Pr Rotha and family over dinner. After a 

short walk at a nearby Bokor Market, we feasted on Kampot durians at Pr Rotha’s 

home. Pr Sopheak and Thavy joined us later that night. The children played 

happily with one another despite the language barrier.  Thank God for such time 

of fellowship. The gathering ended with prayer and we returned to the guesthouse, 

filled, physically and spiritually. 

 

Pastor shared from Luke 17:5-10 at the night devotion, reminding us that we are 

but unprofitable servants. We came to Cambodia to be a blessing and we are not 

to be puffed up. All glory must be to God alone. He is our good Master who 

blesses us, though we do not deserve it. Pastor led in a time of thanksgiving.  

 

22 May (Monday) 

On the day of 

departure, we 

finally had the 

opportunity to go 

for a walk beside 

the scenic and 

iconic Kampot 

river. How 

pleasant it was to 

have Pr Thaven 

and Pr Rotha and 

family join us 

there. Pr Rotha 

sent us off by committing the team to the Lord in prayer. We are already looking 

forward to seeing Pr Thaven and Sok Mey at our Truth Church Camp in June. 

 

May God bless this work in Cambodia. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 


