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Truth B-P Church 

Report of Missions Trip to Cambodia  

(6 to 13 September 2014) 

by Mrs Sara Wong 
 

Team members:  

Dn Franco Wong (leader), Ng Boon Choo (coordinator), Grace Chang 

(photographer cum musician), Mrs Sara Wong (secretary cum 

treasurer), En-Si, En-Qi, En-Xi, En-Yi. 

 

Objective of this missions trip: to support the three Cambodian 

outreaches (Lively Hope, True Faith and True Gospel BPCs) in their 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) programmes for the children.  

 

Invitation to participate in this missions trip started in June and we 

were glad that Dn Franco’s leave was approved. Grace’s inclusion 

was kept in suspense, as she could not confirm till her piano 

examination date was released, and when she finally could come, we 

were very glad. We met several times to discuss the important details, 

to practise a Khmer song (“The Wordless Book”) and to prepare for a 

craft session (i/c Sara).  

 

A special thanks to the TCF children who helped to make 40 wordless 

book keychains using rainbow-coloured rubber bands and also the 

many helpers who helped with the cutting, wrapping and pasting in 

preparation for the craft. Many hands truly make light work. A pre-

trip prayer session on 3 Sep 2014 encouraged us, as we looked 

forward to the trip that was to come a few days later.  

 

It was an unforgettable 

thanksgiving as God saw us 

through the checking-in of 

our bags at Changi Airport, 

for we had many bags! 

Although we had 2 men in 

the team, the younger one 

needed help himself! We 

were thankful for Eric and Gloria’s help. But this was the lesser 
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worry. We exceeded our baggage allowance! By God’s intervention, 

all the bags were checked-in without extra cost. We were very 

thankful and much encouraged. After a simple meal, a group 

photo and prayer, we were off. A big thank you to the send-off team.  

 

The little one enjoyed the plane ride to Phnom Penh, especially the 

mini roller coaster ride near the end of the 2-hour flight. The rest were 

just thankful for safety. And we were glad for the familiar faces – Pr 

Sopheak and the “uncle” who has been our driver for the past 2 trips. 

After loading up, we said goodbye to Pr Sopheak (who returned to 

Kampot via taxi). Uncle then drove us to Sihanoukville. The usual 3-

hour drive became 4, as we were caught in the early evening jam. 

Many trucks and vans were picking up factory workers who were 

packed into these vehicles like sardines. The night drive was 

especially challenging as uncle had to negotiate the road (which had 

no street lights) amidst rain and blinding high beams from oncoming 

vehicles. Dn Franco, the front seat passenger, testified that God’s hand 

had protected us from a few near misses…  

 

Finally, we reached our destination! Pr Saray was there to welcome 

us. We rested in the guesthouse, after settling our dinner and team 

devotion. We were thankful for team devotion, a fixture in this trip. 

Even on days when we were very tired or overwhelmed, we kept these 

devotions (led by Dn Franco) which helped us to keep the spiritual 

focus of the trip.  

 

On the Lord’s Day, we joined the Lively Hope Sunday school (while 

Sara held a separate session for the Wong children). Following that we 

all attended their worship service. Grace served as the musician. 

Although the church service was in the Khmer language, we were able 

to join in the singing as separate English song sheets had been 

prepared for us.  

 

After worship, we had a simple meal with Pr Saray, his family and the 

VBS helpers. A short VBS briefing followed, and the helpers helped 

much with the final craft preparation. We were glad to see familiar 

faces and also new ones. We returned to the guesthouse to rest and 
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then had dinner with Pr Saray, his family and Pr Rotha (who arrived 

from Kampot). He stayed over as he was speaking to the children at 

the Lively Hope VBS on the first day. Pr Sopheak, another scheduled 

speaker for Lively Hope VBS (for the second day), joined us the 

following evening. Leakena (a full-time worker at True Gospel BPC) 

and Boon Choo also spoke to the children. This is the first time that 

the 3 churches invited one another’s preachers to speak to their 

children. 

 

The rain welcomed us when we started the VBS. But amazingly, 

whenever we needed to travel, the rain was light enough for us to 

commute unaided. Once we were indoors (or under shelter), it poured! 

 By the time we reached the church after breakfast, some children 

have already arrived. We had to usher them out so that Pr Saray could 

lead in a prayer time with the helpers. This pattern of starting with 

prayer continued when we went 

over to True Faith and True 

Gospel BPCs. It was a very 

good reminder to all to call 

upon God for His blessings in 

doing His work. We also prayed 

that the children will learn the 

importance of prayer.  

 

Children started streaming in as the VBS started. About 62 children 

participated in the 2-day Lively Hope VBS. There was the usual 

singspiration, memory verses, messages, games and crafts (which we 

carried out). The children were enthusiastic. When there was a blackout 

on the first day during games time, we had great fun! God was at work 

here again, as this happened after the messages when we did not have to 

use the projector anymore. What a marvelous real life experience of 

darkness and light and apt too as the theme for the VBS was “Let us 

walk in the light of Jesus Christ.”  

 

At the end of the first day, we evaluated the programme, noted certain 

things to be improved upon, and then rested before heading for dinner 

with Pr Saray, his family and Pr Sopheak.  
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On the 

second day, 

besides the 

usual, the 

children did 

crafts using 

different 

types of 

medium like 

tube paint. After some encouragement, they came up with nicely 

decorated covers for their own personal books which they can use to 

write down spiritual lessons learnt in their daily lives.  

 

After evaluation and debriefing with the helpers, Pr Saray and Lydia, 

we left that evening for Kampot. Pr Sopheak and Pr Saray (speakers at 

the True Faith VBS) traveled with us in the van. It was night time 

when we finally reached True Faith BPC. A delicious home-cooked 

dinner by Saron (Pr Rotha’s wife) awaited us. While the children 

played with little Joanna and Susannah, the adults and some True 

Faith helpers had a short briefing for the coming 2-day VBS. It was a 

tiring day, but we were thankful for the meet-up where we could hear 

from one another and pray. Boon Choo had 3 messages here while 

Sara would carry out the craft activity.  

 

At the 2-day 

True Faith 

VBS, about 45 

children came. 

They were 

much younger 

than those at 

Lively Hope 

VBS. With the helpers’ monitoring, the children were relatively well-

controlled and participated in the activities eagerly, particularly the 

games. One of the games required them to be blindfolded so as to 

experience what it meant to be in darkness. The theme here was also 

“Let us walk in the light of Jesus Christ.” 
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At the end of the first day, we had an evaluation with the helpers. Dn 

Franco shared from 1 Corinthians 10:58. At the end of the second day, 

we had an evaluation cum sharing session with the helpers. They 

shared that they were blessed as they served and the messages taught 

them what it meant to be light in the world. Many of the helpers were 

youths who regularly attended Bible studies by Pr Rotha. Dn Franco 

encouraged them from John 9:3-5. May God help them to keep 

learning and growing in the Lord. 

 

Grace conducted a short session for Saron on how to play the 

keyboard. The rest of the team helped clean up the church. The team 

then left for True Gospel BPC for a briefing on their VBS, which was 

to start the following day.  

 

The briefing at True Gospel BPC was attended by 18 helpers. Dn 

Franco exhorted from 1 Corinthians 3:7-11. We were very happy to 

meet up with Pr Thaven. Pr Sopheak led in the discussion. We had a 

fruitful meeting, where a few things were sorted out, including the 

manner in which the craft was to be carried out. The games needed a 

major revamp. God is good. Together with Dn Franco, Pr Thaven 

finally planned the game stations that reflected their VBS theme: “I am 

the Bread of Life.” We then had a scrumptuous meal prepared by Thavy 

(Pr Sopheak’s wife). It was another long day, but a very fruitful one.  

 

The 1-day 

VBS at True 

Gospel BPC 

saw about 50 

children, 

some coming 

from the 

nearby 

outreaches. They had VBS T-shirts and camp booklets, which listed 

out the message outlines and the songs to be sung. Dn Franco was the 

speaker for the older group (with Pr Sopheak translating), while 

Leakena spoke to the younger group. Interestingly, at True Gospel 

VBS, there were more older children. The many helpers kept order, 
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and their enthusiastic singing and participation in the games helped 

the children to stay focused, despite the long day’s program. The VBS 

ended at about 3:30 pm. We then had a detailed evaluation and a short 

exhortation by Dn Franco (1 Cor 10:31-11:1). Grace then gave Thavy 

a short impromptu lesson on playing the keyboard while the rest of us 

did our packing. After that, all of us went for a special dinner at a 

restaurant in the rural outskirts of town which served traditional 

Cambodian food. Pr Rotha and family joined us too. After dinner, Dn 

Franco presented the helpers with rainbow loom keychains, with 

colours from the wordless book. (We also presented the same gifts to 

the helpers at Lively Hope and True Faith.)  

 

This was Dn Franco’s 

family’s third missions 

trip to Cambodia. What 

stood out during this trip 

were the lives of the 

people we met. Some 

have left, but some have 

stayed and have grown 

spiritually. And some new people came. Though the future of the 

children was uncertain, I thank God for the opportunity given to them 

to learn more about the Creator through the songs, the messages, the 

games and the crafts. It was very important that all the activities point 

to Christ, for only Christ can save them and give them eternal peace 

and joy. May God be gracious and merciful to them. 

 

John 8:12: “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light 

of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 

have the light of life.” 

 

Ephesians 5:8: “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light 

in the Lord: walk as children of light.” 

  

*********************** 


