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Our team of 5 adults and 7 children (with 2 more adults joining us later) left for 
Cambodia on 7 Sep 2013 in high spirits, thankful that we have the privilege to 
not only observe the work in our missions stations in Cambodia, but also to 
serve in the Vacation Bible Schools (VBSs) of the 3 churches: Lively Hope BPC 
(Sihanoukville), True Gospel BPC and True Faith BPC (both in Kampot). We 
were also encouraged by the sending-off team at the airport. Their gesture 
reminded us that we were not on a holiday, but on the Lord’s bidding. How 
important it is to encourage a missions team! 
 
Dn Franco and family, Jyh Cheau and girls, Boon Choo and Benard, arrived in 
Phnom Penh according to schedule. (Yee Mun and Hieu arrived 10 Sep.) After a 
hearty Burger King lunch, we left for Sihanoukville not realizing that there was 
a huge political demonstration on the other side of the city. We engaged a 
recommended local driver to take us around. He proved to be reliable – on time, 
safe, and fast. We gave him a Khmer tract and sang the Khmer song (that we 
had prepared for our presentation) in the van, praying that he will one day 
believe in Jesus.  
 
Indeed, travelling (from Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville to Kampot back to Phnom 
Penh and in between) was never boring. We sang, saw the cows and water 
buffaloes, meat hanging on meat stalls in the wet markets, and enjoyed the 
wonderful scenery Cambodia offered. But that was not our reason for being there. 
As we also saw pagodas, temples, and mosques, we were reminded that the work 
here is not easy. But we thank God that we have Him with us. 
  
We reached Sihanoukville in good time. And as we settled in, Pr John Saray 
popped by to make sure that we were ok. We had a memorable dinner at a 
roadside stall. After buying a carton of mineral water, we went back to the 
guesthouse and had a time of evening devotion led by Dn Franco. By the time 
we finished wrapping the books prepared by our TCF children for the 
Cambodian helpers, it was 10 pm. 
 
The following day was the Lord’s Day. At Lively Hope BPC, we were greeted by Pr 
Saray, his wife Lydia and more than 50 children. Seated on the floor, they eagerly 
waited for us. Their Sunday School was held before the worship service. I spoke to 
the children on Elisha and the widow (2 Kings 4:1-7), with Lydia translating. After a 
short break, and after chairs were put in place and curtains drawn, the worship 

service began with Pr Saray as the chairman and Lydia on the keyboard. We 
presented our song item, “Nothing but the blood of Jesus,” in Khmer. They seemed 
impressed with our pronunciation. Dn Franco then spoke to the congregation of 
about 40 from Matthew 6:33, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” 
 
In the congregation of mostly females and some youths, 2 elderly men stood out. 
One was Matthew, about 70 years old, a grandfather who spoke fluent 
Mandarin. He has been visiting Lively Hope BPC since its inception. The other 
was a Vietnamese pastor, a first-time visitor. 
 
After lunch, we had our pre-VBS briefing. Lydia briefed us on their programme, 
and we updated them on the games we have planned. On our invitation, Dara, a 
youth from True Faith BPC, joined us at this point to help in the Lively Hope 
VBS. It was a fruitful session, for Lydia gave us feedback on how the games 
could be improved. We realized that they needed help with their crafts and 
stayed back to help them till about 4 pm. After a break back at the guesthouse, 
we met Pr Saray and Lydia with their 2 children (Jonathan, 8 years old, and 
Melissa, 4 years old), and Yu Liang (Lydia’s sister, who also helps out in the 
church) for dinner at a seaside restaurant owned by Pr Sopheak’s parents. Pr 
Sopheak’s mother was very happy to see us and insisted on giving us a treat. 
 
After dinner, we parted ways. In the guesthouse, Dn Franco led in evening 
devotion. This was a pattern for the nights to come, of which we were very 
thankful. 
 
The following 2 days saw us helping out at the Lively Hope BPC VBS. By 
God’s grace, about 60 children attended the 2-half-day VBS. We had a debrief 
after the first day, and things were better the second day. The helpers tried their 
best to ensure that the children paid attention and we too were “policemen”! 

Lively Hope BPC VBS 



Sara, Jyh Cheau (who had a sore throat), Boon Choo, Benard and Dn Franco 
were speakers at the VBS. Our children joined in to listen to the messages most 
of the time. All too soon, the VBS ended. After evaluation, we left for Kampot.  
 
It was rest time on the road, because once we arrived at Kampot, we had to go 
for dinner at True Gospel BPC and then attend the pre-VBS briefing. Thavy (Pr 
Sopheak’s wife) prepared a scrumptious dinner for us, her family, and the Bible 
school residents. At the pre-VBS briefing, it was the first time we heard from 
them about their plans and hence we saw how we could fit in. (The 1-day VBS 
in True Gospel BPC was organized by Pr Sopheak and run by his Cambodian 
team. We assisted as their helpers.) We made some suggestions about the 
games, and after that we parted ways for our evening devotion. 
 
The following day proved to be a most tiring day, as we hardly had time to rest. 
We helped to get the 60 children to pay attention during message time, helped pick 
the balls as they played their games, prepared the children for lunch, made sure the 
rice portions were not too big, etc. We also occupied the children during their 1-
hour free time by teaching the younger ones origami (led by our team, including 
our children) 
and playing 
games with the 
older ones (led 
by Benard and 
Hieu). True 
Gospel BPC 
had a strong 
team of 16 
helpers. It was 
encouraging 
that during 
evaluation they 
were willing to 
learn from 
others as to 
how the 
programme 
could be improved. 
 
After dinner, we met with Pr Rotha and his team of helpers for pre-VBS briefing 
in their church. Saron, who was expecting, looked good and was ever the quiet 
helper. Dara, who helped out in Lively Hope BPC VBS, was there too, though 
just to welcome us. He subsequently rode home on his motorbike. Pr Rotha, 
sensing our tiredness, quickly went through the items. We had a good look at the 

True Gospel BPC VBS 

craft which we would be helping the children to make. After Boon Choo had 
briefed us on the games and all matters were settled, we returned to the 
guesthouse. Despite our tiredness, all (including the children) came for evening 
devotion without murmuring.  
 
The following morning, due to the drizzle, only 49 (of the expected 58) children 
came. But we were thankful for them. This group was quieter, though there were 
a few very young ones who could not sit still for long. The children slowly liven 
up with the help of the Khmer singspiration (led by Saron) and the English 
singspiration (led by Yee Mun and Boon Choo). As the VBS here was for 2 
half-days, we were able to end early. After a delicious lunch (packets of pork 
rice), we had our debrief. Though tedious, the debrief allowed us to give 
feedback and improve the programme. We noted that the children needed much 
prompting to pay attention and the Cambodian helpers were very vigilant. They 
came up with a scorecard to determine which the best behaved group was! We 
were thankful that the following day more children came (some even brought 
their siblings who were below a year old). The children sang better and were 
quieter during messages than the day before. After the evangelism session, one 
girl wanted to accept Jesus. Praise be to God! 

 
During our team evaluation later that evening, we agreed that this was a fruitful 
trip and we have been blessed by it. We have learnt much about the work here 
and the challenges faced by the preachers, their families and their helpers. At 
every place, we swept the floor. But that was the easy part. The challenging part 
involved the souls of the children. Many have come to hear. Many are still 
coming to hear. We must keep praying that God will, in His own good time and 
pleasure, save some for His glory. And that He will keep the preachers and their 
families faithful to the end. Amen. 
 
 

*************************** 
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