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This was Caius and my first missions trip to Cambodia although Pstr 

Dennis and Ernest have been there several times with other brethren 

from our church. The main objective of this trip was to rejoice with the 

brethren at True Gospel BP Church at Kampot on their 4
th

 Thanksgiving 

Anniversary and to encourage the brethren at both Kampot and 

Sihanoukville.  

 

1
st
 Day (16 Dec) 

When we arrived at Phnom Penh airport, it was around 6pm but the sky 

was already dark. We promptly made our way on a pre-booked private 

taxi to Kampot. Thank God for safe journey mercies although the taxi 

driver knocked down a dog along the way. When we arrived at Kampot, 

Pr Sopheak received us and brought us out for dinner. After which, we 

went to the guest house to rest for the night. 

 

2
nd

 Day (17 Dec) 

In the morning, we met Pr Sopheak and Pr Rotha who brought us to 

visit 5 pieces of land for possible church site and building. As they are 

renting the current premises for use as a church and the rent is 

increasing every year, TMS and the Cambodian preachers are in the 

preliminary planning and discussion on church building for the near 

future. In the evening, we had a Christmas gospel program at Andong 

Khmer Village commune, an outreach that was started more than a year 

ago. About 50 children 

attended the Christmas 

program which included a 

message by Pstr Dennis on 

“The True Meaning of 

Christmas” taken from 

Matthew 1:18-23, 2 songs 

presentation by the youths and 

children and a skit on the 

Christmas account. The 



program ended joyously with gift exchange for the children. I was 

especially encouraged to see very young children riding on big bicycles 

meant for adults to come for this Christmas program. We pray that as 

they have heard the gospel message, they will also come to believe in 

Jesus. After the Christmas program, we went back to church to have a 

wonderful dinner fellowship with the preachers and their families. 

 

3
rd

 Day (18 Dec) 

It was True Gospel BP Church‟s 

4
th

 Thanksgiving Anniversary 

today. We thanked God for the 

many who came to rejoice with 

them and for the baptism of 2 

youths and baby Hannah, 

younger daughter of Pr Sopheak 

and Sister Thavy. At the service, 

Pstr Dennis preached from 1 

Thessalonians 5:12-18 to encourage the brethren to know those who 

labour among them, to support them and to love one another in the 

church. It was a happy occasion for everyone as the members stayed 

back after service to fellowship with one another. As some of the youths 

are able to speak in English and Mandarin, we were able to 

communicate with them. Pr Rotha‟s wife, Saron and her sister cooked 

lunch for us using charcoal as it was cheaper to use charcoal than gas. 

As I observed them cook outdoors, I thanked God for their cheerful 

service. It was a delicious meal prepared by their loving hands. 

 

After lunch, the youths and adults started to prepare the ingredients for 

the dinner during the Christmas gospel program in church. They worked 

hard - pounding the spices, chopping the pork ribs, squeezing the grated 

coconut, peeling potatoes, etc to prepare curry for dinner. They 

practised Christian love by serving joyfully and diligently in the church.  

 

In the evening, about 100 children and adults started streaming in. Many 

of them are staying nearby and some of them came from Bilomi which 

is about 20 minutes away. The Christmas program started with the same 

message by Pstr Dennis on “The True Meaning of Christmas” with Pr 

Rotha as interpreter. After the message, the delicious curry and bread 



prepared by the loving hands 

were served. Everyone tucked 

in happily and the 2
nd

 part of 

the program proceeded with 2 

song presentations and the skit 

on the Christmas account. The 

youths used candles as they 

sang the Christmas carols. It 

was a wonderful sight, 

reminding us of Jesus‟ birth. 

During the Christmas skit, baby 

Hannah was roped in to act as baby Jesus too and she cooperated fully 

by being quiet throughout the whole acting. My family also presented a 

song item “I wish you knew my Jesus.” It is our prayers that those who 

attended will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. The program ended 

with gift exchange. Even my 2 boys participated in the gift exchange 

and they were very excited when their names were called and they 

received the presents happily prepared by the Cambodian children. One 

of the Cambodian children received the biggest present among the gifts 

and he was so happy that he jumped up and down in joy. When he 

finally opened the present, he was so delighted to see a rice cooker! The 

children returned home happily with their gifts. After the programme 

ended, the youths and church members finally sat down to have a good 

dinner. It was encouraging to see them work so hard throughout the day 

and even after the dinner, they spent about 2 hours to clean up the whole 

church. Yet they did not complain but served God joyfully. 

 

4
th

 Day (19 Dec) 

Together with Pr Sopheak and Pr Rotha, we made our way to 

Sihanoukville to visit Pr John Saray, Lydia and the 2 children. We 

reached there slightly before lunch and had fellowship with them at 

their church premises. It was good to see them have a proper and clean 

place for their Sunday school and worship service. They also teach 

English to children and youths in the evenings. Thank God for their 

faithful work. Ernest was happy to see his good „old‟ friend, Jonathan 

after some time. The parents were so thankful that Jonathan got 2
nd

 

place in his class. 

 



We went for lunch on our own and then made our way to a seaside 

restaurant opened by Pr Sopheak‟s parents. It was a lovely sight as we 

looked out at the beautiful 

creation of sea and sky by 

our Creator. Pr John Saray 

and family came shortly 

after lunch to join us for 

more fellowship. The day 

ended with a seaside dinner 

and we made our way back 

to Kampot. 

 

 

 

5
th

 Day (20
th

 Dec) 

After breakfast with the preachers and their families, we bided a fond 

farewell to them as we traveled back to Phnom Penh for our return to 

Singapore. It was a blessed trip for my family as we saw how like-

minded brethren laboured for the Lord in Cambodia. May we continue 

to uphold them in prayers and if possible, be there and encourage them. 

Amen. 
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