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Praise the Lord for the open door and opportunity to serve Him in Batam, 
Indonesia. The purpose of this missions trip was to assist Getsemani BPC 
(Batam) to conduct a two-day Vacation Bible School (VBS) to minister to 
the children from their different outreaches. The theme of this year’s VBS 
centered on the call to the children to “Be Saved!” and the lessons 
considered God’s desire for every single individual to be saved, how it is 
only God’s Word (and not miracles) that saves, the need to hear God’s 
Word rightly to be saved, as well as the Good News that saves. A music 
seminar was also planned to help the teachers from Ora Et Labora (a 
Christian school ministry of Getsemani BPC) see the dangers of Carnal 
Christian Music (CCM).  
 
The VBS team comprised three Singaporeans (David Chew, Karen Lee 
and myself) and five Indonesian FEBC students (Shobastian, Murniwati, Megawati, Maritus and 
Crisno). We were each 
assigned a class to teach, 
and we worked together 
with the preacher (Pr Budi) 
and his ministerial staff at 
Getsemani BPC, as well as 
teachers from the Christian 
School to minister to the 
children. Those who taught 
in English had an accompanying translator to translate the lessons into 
Bahasa Indonesia. There were in total seven different classes, with 
children (seven to twelve years old) grouped according to their age for 
their Bible lessons and activities. 
 
The Singapore team arrived safely in Batam on Sunday evening (18 June) 
at 8.30pm. We were promptly picked up by Brother Tobing, a church 
leader of Getsemani BPC, who drove us to our motel where we stayed for 
the next two nights. Upon arriving at our motel, the three of us gathered 
for a short time of exhortation and prayer. David shared from 1 Chronicles 28:20-21, reminding us how we ought not to be fearful when we serve 
God as He is always present with us and is mighty to provide for our every 

VBS Team (L-R: David, Shobastian, Murniwati, 
Megawati, May Lynn, Karen, Maritus, Crisno) 

Verse 
Memorization  

Lunch Time  

need. Following this, we prepared the crafts and materials needed for the 
following day’s activities.  
 
Early Monday morning (19 
June), we arrived at the 
church at around 6.30am to 
prepare ourselves and to settle 
some logistical matters. The 
programme began at about 
7.30am with the children 
assembled in the church 
sanctuary for a time of Opening Address and Singspiration. The children 
learnt the theme song of the VBS, “One Way,” in Bahasa Indonesia and in 
English before they were split into their various classes. The children 
learnt about the Parable of the Lost Sheep and the story of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus. Each lesson was accompanied by a simple Bible craft or 
activity to reinforce the lessons learnt. The teachers from the School also 
led the children to memorize key Bible verses in Bahasa Indonesia after 
each lesson was taught. Everyone was treated to a simple yet hearty meal before the first day of VBS came to a close at 2pm 
with a time of Singspiration and prayer. 
Approximately 170 children attended the VBS on 
Monday. 
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The teachers from Getsemani BPC and Ora Et Labora stayed behind for a 
debrief of the day’s activities, facilitated and led by David. Following the 
debrief, David conducted a short one-hour workshop on the dangers of 
CCM and the need to worship God in Spirit and in Truth. He drew biblical 
principles from the Bible that shed light on the worldliness of CCM and 
gave practical examples to expose the errors of the words, music and 
association that are connected with CCM.  
 Two 
hospitable 
members of the 
church, 
Brother 
Tobing and 
Sister Elia, 
hosted us 
for dinner 
at a nearby 
eatery where we enjoyed good Christian fellowship with one another. 
David, Karen and I ended the day with a short time of exhortation and 
prayer. I shared from Ephesians 1:11-14 to encourage and remind 
ourselves that salvation is of the Lord and the Holy Spirit is our constant Counselor and Teacher. David led us through a time of prayer. 
 

The activities for the second day of 
VBS on Tuesday (20 June) were 
similar. The children were taught the 
Parable of the Sower and were given a 
Gospel message to conclude the series 
of Bible lessons that they had been 
learning. There was also an outdoor 
game planned and led by a teacher 
from the School to remind the children 

of the Parable of the Lost Sheep. The day ended with Closing and Testimony. A group of 
children from Getsemani BPC 
presented a skit on the Parable 
of the Lost Sheep followed by 
two song items, which were 
enjoyed by all. Four children 
(from the P4-P6 classes) were 

VBS Team with teachers from Ora Et Labora and Getsemani BPC 

Post-Gospel Message Activity  

The “Parable of the Lost Sheep” Skit  

Getsemani BPC VBS 2017 --- “Be Saved!” 

chosen by their teachers to testify of the blessings they had received from 
the VBS. The whole VBS concluded on a good note with closing prayer 
and group photo-taking. There was an increase of twenty children on 
Tuesday. 
 
Before heading back to Singapore, David led the teachers and staff in a 
final debrief of the day’s activities. We shared on areas of improvement 
for future VBS as well as encouraged one another in the Lord. We arrived 
safely back in Singapore at 7.30pm.  
 
All in all, it was a most blessed and refreshing time of spiritual service 
with like-minded brethren, in fulfillment of the Great Commission given to 
every believer (i.e. to go into the entire world to preach the Gospel). 
Personally, I enjoyed serving alongside my FEBC classmates and seniors 
as I got to learn how to serve God better and teach His Word. I was 
particularly encouraged by the way Karen labored hard to prepare all the 
crafts and materials for the VBS, as well as facilitate the running of the 
programme. Through this overseas missions trip, I also got to appreciate 
my current studies in FEBC as I see how the wholesome training I am receiving in FEBC is helpful and very essential in serving the Lord in the 
full-time ministry. 
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