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FOREWORD 

This issue deals with the topic on Bible College. A good Bible College is 
one that teaches the Bible faithfully. I think it is safe to say that most 
if not all Bible Colleges or seminaries begin with the noble aim to teach 
the Bible faithfully, and to train Christian students to be well equipped 
in God’s Word in order to serve God effectively in the missions field. 
There is no doubt that the Bible College movement is most necessary for 
the planting of churches across the world in obedience to the Great 
Commission in these last days. Without the Bible College, the Church will 
die (Rev Dr Paul Contento). However, without a faithful Bible College 
that still teaches the Bible faithfully, the Church will surely die. What 
we need today is not many Bible Colleges, but good and faithful Bible 
Colleges that remain true to God and His Word. The question is: In 
these perilous times, how many of these Bible institutions remain 
faithful today? Can we safely recommend any of them? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Singapore, we thank God for raising the Far Eastern Bible College 
(FEBC) for such a time as this. FEBC stands for the “old-time Gospel,” 
“the faith which was once delivered unto the saints,” in opposition to the 
flood of Satanic doctrines now 
sweeping over the Church such as 
Liberalism, Postmodernism, Neo-
evangelicalism, Charismatism, 
Ecumenism, Romanism, and Neo-
fundamentalism. And out of FEBC, 
with at least 700 graduates to date, 
we thank God that He has called a 
handful of them to start Bible 
Colleges in the countries that they 
came from. In this issue, we are going 
to read about some of the Bible 
Colleges that were started in 
Cambodia, Philippines, and Africa. 
Indeed the Word of God that began with Apostle Paul’s example to 

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.”    

                                                     (2 Timothy 2:2) 

Liberalism 
Postmodernism 

Neo-evangelism 
Charismatism 

Ecumenism 
Romanism 

 

Neo-fundamentalism 
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Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2, “And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also” is being obeyed and followed. This must be 
the faithful and Biblical aim of every Bible College. 
 
May the testimonies and reports encourage and edify your heart to pray 
for the Bible College movement 
today. Let us continue to pray for 
FEBC that it will remain faithful to 
train men and women for the gospel 
ministry in these last days to the 
saving of souls. May God’s truth and 
light be shone forth to bring praise 
and glory to His blessed Name. Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev Dennis Kwok 
Chairman 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
  

    
 
 
 
 
 

 

“O send out thy light 
and thy truth” 

       - Psalm 43:3a 

- Bible College of East Africa 

(Kenya/Tanzania/Rwanda) 

- Bomet Bible Institute  

(Bomet, Kenya) 

- Faith College of the Bible 

(Eldoret, Kenya) 

- Gethsemane Bible Institute 

(Ethiopia) 

-Far Eastern Bible College 

(Singapore) 

-True Gospel Bible School  

(Kampot, Cambodia) 

- Gethsemane Bible Institute  

(Cebu, Philippines) 
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ARTICLE:       

“THE TREND IS TOWARD T HE TRAINED!”  
BY REV DR QUEK SUAN YEW  

In the last days of man's rule on earth, the Word of God has come under 
assault by the Evil One and his minions in ways that are global and 
thoroughly deceptive. This end-time assault is on the veracity and 
accuracy of God's Truth. Satan knows the power that is found in God's 
perfect Word. The regard that the world and every Christian ought to 
have for the Word of God is being chipped away in very large chunks.  
 
Take, for example, the latest devious attack on the Bible, which is to 
teach that the Bible is perfect on the one hand, i.e. at inspiration, but 
now it has mistakes (no preservation by God but only by man). Such a 
deceptive forked-tongue approach to writing, preaching and teaching of 
God's inerrant and infallible Truth has dulled the senses of many 
professing believers, so much so that they do not even see the attack of 
these "well-meaning" pastors and teachers and preachers of God's 
Word, and what it is doing to their faith and their walk with God. Do 
they not see and know that they are calling God a liar by such teaching? 
Do they not see that these are false pastors, teachers and preachers of 
God's truth? Yet they are readily accepted as the pastors of their lives 
and souls! This darkness in Christendom is one of the signs of the last 
days being fulfilled. God warned all His children some 2,000 years ago 
that before Christ returns, a falling away must occur first. "Let no man 
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition." (2 Thessalonians 2:3) The context of the falling away is about 
Christianity or the Christian faith and not any other religion! This attack 
has arrived! 
 
In light of this, seminaries and Bible Colleges that were once 
fundamental are now attacking the perfect Bible that they previously 
defended. Churches that were founded on the perfect Bible are 
occupied by pastors who preach mistakes in the Bible. This is common 
and is well accepted by churches today just as the world has accepted 
fornication as a normal way of life. The stigma of sin is gone. The stigma 
of believing the Bible has mistakes is embraced by many professing 
Christians as something "fragrant", especially by the leaders of 
churches. These are the last days that Christ prophesied will take place; 
a lie is believed to be true. "And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all 
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might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness." (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12) 
 
Therefore, all Christians must be more discerning than ever before. 
Discernment means to know the Word of God well so that they are able 
to differentiate what is of God and what is not of God! They must know 
how to evaluate the teachings and preaching of pastors. They must know 
God's Truth in order to dissect the "isms" of the last days like 
Charismatism, Neo-evangelicalism, Ecumenism and Neo-fundamentalism. 
Using the Scriptures as their infallible and inerrant yardstick, they can 
teach others why these are of the Devil and not of God! This cannot be 
done if believers are not trained in theology (i.e. the study of God). 
God's instruction to protect the church and to keep the church faithful 
for many generations is to pass the Truth to faithful men who will not 
betray this God-given trust! "And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also." (2 Timothy 2:2) Faithful men are not just 
men with a sincere heart but men who are trustworthy to handle the 
Truth of God accurately and are themselves obedient to God's Truth 
even as they defend it with their lives!  
 
The training is in the understanding of and obedience to God's Truth. 
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15) The 
training to rightly divide the Word of God must begin with pastors, 
elders and deacons. When the guardians of the souls of God's children 
are properly trained in God's Word, the emphasis will be filtered down 
to the congregation. When the guardians of God's flock are ignorant of 
God's Truth, be assured they will not emphasize their personal 
weaknesses. The Word of God will be downplayed and be replaced by 
social and personal relationships. This is the bane of many churches 
today before they die! To protect the church from dying, the leaders 
must be the first to realize the importance of being trained in handling 
the Truth of God. They must take every opportunity to attend 
seminaries and Bible Colleges to sustain their study of God's perfect 
Truth. They must make the study of God's Truth their top-most 
priority.  
 
When the leaders are properly trained, believers in every church will be 
properly fed the Word of God, which is the milk and meat to their 
hungry souls. Remember that Christ raised up the church to replace the 
nation of Israel as His witness today. When the church is spiritually 
healthy and strong, the Bible Colleges will also be spiritually healthy and 
strong. Believers will be sustained by the Bible Colleges and in turn 
support the Bible Colleges as well. Therefore, it is important that 
pastors are properly trained to handle all genres of God's Truth. 
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Without this ability, they will not be able to preach the whole counsel of 
God to God's people. The Biblical genres include Narratives (Genesis, 
Exodus, Joshua, 1 and 2 Kings, the Gospels and Acts); Legal texts (Ten 
Commandments, civil laws, Leviticus, etc); Poetry (Psalms, Proverbs, Song 
of Songs, Ecclesiastes, etc); Prophecies; Epistles; Eschatology; Miracles; 
Parables, Allegories, etc. The Bible is easy to understand, even for 
children, and yet it has depths – such that even if the most gifted saint 
has a 1,000 life-time to dive into God's Truth, he will never be able to 
touch bottom!  
 
The training from man can only help the mind but cannot reach the 
heart. The training must begin and end with the heart of the believer. 
This is a domain that belongs to God alone! When a saint is trained in the 
mind, he must also be trained in the heart. If a trained servant of God 
lives a life of sin but preaches the Word of God extremely well, he is 
the greatest hindrance to God's Truth, more than the most effective 
servant of Satan! A heart of obedience is crucial in training the child of 
God to handle the Word of God rightly. He must always pray for the 
Holy Spirit to help him by illumining his heart and mind to God's Truth. 
The understanding of God's Truth comes from God alone! After 
understanding, obedience should follow. A trained servant of God must 
have a heart of obedience whereby he desires to obey the Word of God 
all the days of his life. The psalmist puts it very well when he cried to 
the LORD to help him understand God's Truth. It is for the purpose of a 
transformed life. "Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I 
shall keep it unto the end.  Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight. Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way. Stablish thy word unto 
thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear. Turn away my reproach which I 
fear: for thy judgments are good. Behold, I have longed after thy 
precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness." (Psalm 119:33-40; emphasis 
added)  
 
The church needs trained servants of God today more than any other 
day. Men and women who are trained to handle God's Word rightly and 
who live a life of obedience to God's Truth all the days of their lives will 
be able to stand against the wiles of the Devil and will not fall prey to 
his lies and deceptions. May God help all His children in these last days, 
to ensure that pastors, elders and deacons are properly trained in God's 
Truth, who will in turn train God's people. Amen.  
 

************************ 
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“Without the Bible College, the Church would die” said the late Rev Dr 
Paul Contento who was an OMF missionary to China and Southeast Asia. 
The Bible says that the absence of knowledge will destroy the Church 
(Hosea 4:6). In the Great Commission, Jesus commanded His Church not 
only to evangelise the world—“make disciples of all nations,” but also 
indoctrinate His people—“Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:18-20).  
 
The Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) seeks to train up faithful servant-
leaders for the Christian Church to take an uncompromising stand “for 
the Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 
1:9), and “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints” (Jude 3). 
 
In light of the Great Commission, the Church needs the Bible College to:  
 

Prepare Faithful Servants for Christ 
 

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also” (2 Timothy 2:2). This verse by Paul to Timothy is a favourite verse 
of many a Bible College and rightly so. The Church needs faithful 
pastors, not “payful” preachers whose motto is “more pay more preach, 
less pay less preach, no pay no preach;” “whose God is their belly” (says 
Paul in Philippians 3:19) and “whose religion is their kitchen” (adds Calvin). 
Neither does the Church need playful pastors who goof or golf away 
precious time that should be given to the Word of God and prayer. 
 
The Bible College crucible should weed out those who enter the ministry 
for selfish reasons and with ulterior motives. The grind of daily homilies 
with practical duties should test the mettle and worth of every student. 
FEBC is not a pleasure but a pressure cooker. This is in line with the 
Pauline injunction, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier 
… Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:3, 4, 15); 
Those who endure suffering and prove themselves faithful usually 
emerge mature and equipped for ministry. Those not called will soon fade 
away and disappear.  
 
The Church does not need the clever and the cunning, but the humble 

ARTICLE: 

“WHY BIBLE COLLEGE”  BY  REV DR JEFFREY KHOO  
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and the faithful. There are students who may not be ‘A’ academically, 
but they do their very best, and their hearts are right before God and 
man. Though weak, they are clean. The Church needs such men and 
women. “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it 
is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:26
-31). 
 
In this day and age, Bible Colleges are needed to train strong doctrinal 
preachers faithful to the Perfect Scriptures. The late Dr Carl 
McIntire—founder of the International Council of Christian Churches 
(ICCC)—has rightly said, “Strong doctrinal preaching is absolutely 
essential if a church is to be a faithful church of Christ. There is no 
place in the church of Christ for a single preacher who denies the Word 
of God.” Dr McIntire affirmed the 100% preservation of the words of 
God in the Holy Scriptures. In a sermon on Psalm 12:6-7, preached in 
1992, he said, “Now come verse 6, ‘The words of the LORD are pure 
words,’ not one of them is mistaken, ‘as silver tried in the furnace of 
earth, purified seven times.’ All the dregs are out. Here is a marvelous 
affirmation and vindication that God’s Word is perfect. … Now, ‘The 
words of the LORD are pure words.’ And then verse 7, how I love this: 
‘Thou shalt keep them O LORD,’ that is, keep His words; ‘thou shalt 
preserve them from this generation forever.’ No matter what happens, 
one generation comes and another passes away, God is going to preserve 
His words … from one generation to another. The words of God will be 
preserved throughout all the generations.”  
 
In the Far Eastern Beacon (Christmas 2000), the Bible is declared to be 
“Forever Inerrant and Infallible” (ICCC 16th World Congress Statement 
#2). The ICCC believes “the O.T. has been preserved in the Masoretic 
text and the N.T. in the Textus Receptus, combined they give us the 
complete Word of God. The King James Version in English has been 
faithfully translated from these God-preserved manuscripts” (ICCC 16th 
World Congress Statement #11). 
 
Indeed, the Bible today is infallible and inerrant, 100% perfect without 
any mistake. A Bible College that does not believe in a 100% inspired and 
100% preserved Bible does not deserve to exist.  
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How can a preacher be faithful if he does not believe in a perfect Bible? 
He cannot! 
 
A Bible College needs Faith.  
 
Faithful men are needed to: 
 

Promote the Biblical and Fundamental Christian Faith 
 

In any true Bible College, there must be a passionate proclamation of the 
foundational convictions of the Christian faith, and of the good news of 
what Christ has done for the salvation of sinners. A Bible College 
curriculum must be first and foremost Bible-centred and steep in 
doctrine and theology with an emphasis on the Biblical languages. Paul 
told Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15). 
 
The promotion of the Christian faith cannot be had with a smattering of 
Bible and theology, and half-baked practical ministry courses that many 
seminaries today offer. Practice comes out of doctrine. Doctrine begets 
practice. Proof of this can be seen in the intensive, systematic Biblical 
studies programme that Paul conducted in the School of Tyrannus that 
led to many conversions and changed lives—“And many that believed 
came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. … So mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed” (Acts 19:18, 20).  
 
FEBC makes no apology for emphasising a great deal on doctrine. FEBC’s 
curriculum is heavy on theology, requiring Systematic Theology in four 
parts (Theism, Anthropology, Soteriology and Eschatology); Calvin 
Institutes in two parts; Contemporary Theology in four parts; and the 
Westminster Standards. The Bible is also studied most carefully, not 
only as a whole in general, but also book by book, verse by verse. 
Bachelor, Master, and Doctor of Theology students are required to be 
proficient in the Biblical languages of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek so 
that they might be fully equipped to become effective expositors and 
defenders of the Word of God. 
 
In order to promote the Truth beyond the four walls of the College, 
faculty and student papers are published in College’s theological journal—
The Burning Bush. The Burning Bush which is published twice a year is 
unashamedly polemic. Spurgeon rightly said, “A magazine which is not 
outspoken and is destitute of principle is a literary nuisance.”  
 
FEBC promotes the Truth not only through the printed page but also 
through the internet. The College has an attractive website rich with 
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Biblical resources that can be downloaded freely. If you have yet to visit 
our website, please do so at www.febc.edu.sg. The FEBC Bookroom also 
has served the College and the churches well by stocking up good 
Christian textbooks and literature.  
 
A Bible College needs Truth. 
 
There is a need for honest and brave men to: 
 

Protect the Purity of the Church 
 

A Bible College is like a military institute to train godly Christian soldiers 
to protect the doctrinal purity of the Church. Paul told Timothy to pay 
attention to doctrine in his ministry, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto 
the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16). 
 
The Apostle Paul showed by example this important aspect of Bible 
College ministry. He told the Ephesian church, “For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your 
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 
And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:27-28).  
 
The Apostle Jude likewise wrote, “Beloved, when I 
gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). 
 
In these last days of falsehood and falling away, the 
Church must be doubly vigilant if she is to be kept 
from being swept away by the tide of unbelief and 
apostasy. The Bible College can serve as the 
Church’s protector. The College must always be on the alert to spot the 
latest doctrinal virus that seeks to infect the Church. She must be the 
first to sound the alarm. She must do her research. She must publish 
her findings. She must expose these harmful agents.  
 

Holding 
Forth  
the Word 
of Life 
(Phil 
2:16) 

 Holding  
Fast the 
Faithful  
Word 
(Tit 1:9) 

 

http://www.febc.edu.sg/
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In 2003, Singapore was well-protected against SARS because she had a 
well-armed institution in Tan Tock Seng Hospital, and an expert staff of 
doctors and nurses to deal immediately and effectively with any 
incoming threat. How about the Church? Does she have a Bible College 
with a Biblically well-trained and God-fearing faculty to fend off any 
invading doctrinal germ? Is it no wonder that Dr Contento warned, 
“Without the Bible College, the Church would die?”   
 
Today, there are two SARS-like doctrines that the Church must be 
immunised against. The first is open-
theism which presents a God who does 
not know everything about the future, 
questioning His omniscience. The 
second is neo-deism which teaches that 
God did not preserve all of His inspired 
words to the jot and tittle (Matthew 
5:18), questioning His omnipotence.  
Be warned, beware!      
 
The Bible College is not only for those called to be pastors and 
missionaries but also for everyone who is called a Christian. All believers 
need to know and understand theology for their Biblical promotion and 
spiritual protection. 1 Timothy 4:16 says, “Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee.” We cannot remain “milky” 
Christians; we must be “meaty” Christians, doctrinally strong to discern 
good from evil, right from wrong, true from false (Hebrews 5:12-14). 
For this reason, FEBC offers courses opened to the laity in her Monday 
and Thursday “Basic Theology for Everyone” night classes, and her 
distance learning programme. Take advantage of these courses for your 
personal edification in the faith. “And that from a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Timothy 3:15-17). 
 
May the Lord continue to preserve FEBC to prepare more faithful 
servants to promote the Christian Faith and to protect the Church’s 
purity in the Word of God. The Lord is calling devout and brave men and 
women to join His army and ministry, who will only seek to please Him 
and not man (Acts 4:19, 5:29). Will you not answer the Lord’s call today?  

 
************************ 

Doctrinal Germs 
Invading Churches 

 

Be Warned, Beware! 
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TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF TRUE GOSPEL BIBLE SCHOOL”  
BY PR CHAN SOPHEAK 

It was God who raised up True Gospel Bible School in Kampot, Cambodia. 
This was an answer to our prayers. Since Pr Liv Rotha, Pr John Minh 
Saray and I were in FEBC, we had prayed about starting a Bible School in 
Kampot. Thank God for enabling Pr Rotha, Pr John and I to eventually do 
so in January 2010. Although Pr John had left to start a church in 
Sihanoukville, he still comes to teach in the Bible School once a week. 
 
There is a need for a Bible School in the Kampot province of Cambodia. 
This is because there was no Bible School in Kampot before True Gospel 
Bible School was started. Although there are many Bible Schools and 
Bible Colleges in Cambodia, most of them are Charismatic and liberal. 
With many false teachers around us, it is important that we start a Bible 
School to teach sound doctrines to our people in Kampot. We have learnt 
many good and sound doctrines from the Far Eastern Bible College in 
Singapore. In 2 Timothy 1:13, Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to “hold 
fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus,” and continued to say, in 2 Timothy 2:2, 
that “the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also.” We must also follow the teachings of the Apostle Paul, to teach 
sound doctrines we have learnt to faithful men.  
 
God is using True Gospel Bible School to train men and women for His 
work, and to serve Him in the church. There are many areas of service in 
the house of God, and True Gospel Bible School has become an important 
instrument for the Lord’s work. God is using this Bible School to impart 
His knowledge and His Word to His people in order for them to be 
equipped to serve Him better. Knowing that without the knowledge of 
God’s Word would cause the people to perish, we must teach God’s Word 
to God’s people, so that they may, in turn, teach others also. 
 
In the planning of subjects to be taught in the Bible School, the 
lecturers would discuss among ourselves during our faculty meetings. We 
have planned to cover subjects like Systematic Theology and 
Contemporary Theology over 2 years, Old Testament History and Church 
History over 1 year. We are using lecture notes from the Far Eastern 
Bible College to help us in our teachings. We teach from the notes and 
explain them in the Cambodian language (i.e. Khmer). Pr Rotha teaches 
the New Testament while I teach the Old Testament and Contemporary 
Theology. Both Pr John and Pr Thaven teach subjects on Christian 
Education, as well as some other subjects. 
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There are, to date, 5 students who have graduated from True Gospel 
Bible School. Two of them are in the full-time ministry, while the other 
three are not. Sister They Saron, wife of Pr 
Rotha, is one of the graduates from True 
Gospel Bible School. She shared that the Bible 
School has equipped her with sound doctrines 
and helped her to distinguish truth from error, 
and to know what are the wrong teachings 
from false teachers. Another student, Chev 
Sreymom, is the wife of the local pastor in 
Kampot. Her testimony is very encouraging to 
us as teachers in the Bible School. She shared 
that after studying in the Bible School, she 
has benefitted both from the Bible School in the following two ways: 
Firstly, she learnt sound doctrines from the Holy Scriptures, and 
secondly, she learnt the English language as well. She also shared that 
she now teaches her Sunday School children much better than before. 
As a result, her husband has sent two members from his church to 
attend True Gospel Bible School. Thank God for that. However, not all 
students who had graduated from the Bible School are serving full-time 
in the ministry. May God have mercy on us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We thank God for FEBC that has 
equipped us for the ministry of 
teaching and preaching God’s Word. 
We have also received a love-gift 
from her, on the special occasion of 
her 50th Anniversary, to support the 
work of True Gospel Bible School. 
God has also used His children to 
buy many books from the FEBC 
Bookroom for the Bible School 
library. We also thank God for Truth BP Church (Singapore) for 
supporting us in many ways -- in prayers, in coming down to help and also 
financially. May all glory be to our God! Amen.  

 
************************ 

Graduates of 2013 

 

First Batch of Students Current Bible Students 

 

Taking the Dean Burgon Oath 

 



14 

 

TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF GET HSEM ANE BIBLE 

INST IT UT E (CEBU)”  BY REV REGGOR B. GALARPE 

By the grace and mercies of God, it has been four blessed and fruitful 
years of teaching God’s Word in Gethsemane Bible Institute (Cebu). It 
was in July 2011 that the Bible Institute was formally inaugurated, on 
the occasion of Gethsemane BPC (Cebu)’s 7th Anniversary Thanksgiving 
Service. 
 
In addition to the regular ministries of the church, purposed “for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12), such as Bible studies in various 
homes, fellowship groups, and church meetings; Sunday School and the 
preaching of God’s Word every Lord’s Day service, the burden to start a 
ministry geared towards teaching and training God’s people in a formal 
and systematic way was laid upon our hearts not long after the mission 
church was established in 2004. 
 
We started our Monday Night Class in 2010, with Systematic Theology - 
I (Theism) as our initial offering. We praise God for a good number of 
our brethren who had committed themselves to studying God’s Word 
(which, in turn, encouraged us even more to work towards setting up the 
Bible Institute). After much prayer and discussion with Pastor Koshy 
who himself shared the same burden, GBI (Cebu) was formally 
inaugurated the following year. 
 
GBI’s Mandate – In line with the Biblical injunction in 2 Timothy 2:2, 
“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also.” GBI (Cebu) is committed to teaching sound Biblical instruction, in 
keeping with the Protestant and Reformed tradition, that requires 
theological and ministerial training of prospective workers in the 
ministry of the Gospel. 
 
Having received sound instruction and proper training from the Far 
Eastern Bible College in Singapore, the teachers are unanimously 
burdened to “commit the same to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2b) We praise God for our fellow 
teachers – Eld Richard Tiu, Eld Eliezer Ortega and Pr Edsel Locot. 
 
GBI’s Mission and Vision – For the church to be effective in fulfilling 
the Lord’s Great Commission, we saw the need to equip God’s people for 
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the ministry of the Gospel, especially those who are called to full-time 
ministry for them to faithfully and fervently carry out the work of the 
Gospel in various parts of the country and even beyond. 
 
In this regard, the primary goal of GBI (Cebu) is to prepare men to 
become missionaries, preachers and pastors. It is our desire to train 
faithful men to be strongly grounded in God’s Word, who would then be 
able to teach it to others accurately and clearly, and to preach the same 
with passion and conviction. 
 
Although our primary mission is to train would-be preachers and pastors, 
we are also burdened to equip our own people for their personal 
edification, as well as to help them to serve more effectively in their 
respective areas of ministry in the church.  
 
It must be emphasized that GBI (Cebu) is established not only for the 
spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ but also for the defence of the 
Biblical, Reformed, Premillennial doctrines as taught in the Bible. It 
stands unashamedly for the Verbal, Plenary Inspiration and Preservation 
(VPI/VPP) of the Bible in its original languages. It employs the King 
James Bible, which is the best and most faithful translation of the Bible 
in English as the Scriptural text in the reading, preaching, and teaching 
of the English Bible in all its courses. It practices Biblical separation 
from all unbiblical doctrines, alliances and practices in ministry and life. 
It is committed to the Reformed theology that is Christ-centered, 
Biblical, evangelistic, premillennial and separatist. 
 
GBI’s Program and Curriculum – Though our main focus is to provide 
biblical training for members of Gethsemane BPC (Cebu) and all its 
missions, we welcome students from other churches or denominations if 
they are prepared to undergo the training without opposing the doctrinal 
position of the Church as taught in GBI. 
 
Courses are offered under three main programs of full-time study: Basic 
Theology (2 years); Advanced Theology (3 years); and the Pastoral 
Ministry (4 years). It also offers “Basic Theology For Everyone” on 
Monday evenings. Currently, there are 2 full-time students, another 7 
taking up part-time day courses and 16 students attending the Monday 
night classes.  
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The courses of study are classified under: English Bible Courses, 
Christian Theology, Church History, Pastoral Ministry, and Biblical 
Languages. A much welcome addition to our program is the on-line 
courses conducted by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy on GBI- Online. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
As a ministry of the Gethsemane BPC (Cebu), GBI (Cebu) adheres to the 
church’s doctrines and practices.  It functions under the supervision and 
management of the Church Session.   
 
It is our prayer that all our students will increase in faith and love, as 
well as knowledge of God, through the Gospel and the whole counsel of 
God. It is also our prayer that GBI (Cebu) will bear a good witness and 
testimony in devotion to God, and to His sound doctrines, through 
faithful preaching and humble service.  
 
Please pray with us that the teachers and students alike will have a 
burning zeal for the work of the Lord, and the furtherance of the 
Gospel, for the glory of God! 

 
 

************************ 
 

GBI Online Classes 
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TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF GET HSEM ANE BIBLE 

INST IT UT E (ET HIOPIA)”  BY REV EPHREM CHIRACHO 

Thank God for the opportunity to testify of God’s mighty doings in our 
land, especially through Gethsemane Bible Institute (Ethiopia). 
 
One day, Jesus saw a multitude of people and, “He was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith He unto His disciples, The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest.” (Matthew 9:36-38) 
 
The work of Christian missions needs workers who are spiritual, i.e., men 
and women who are born-again by faith in Christ Jesus, sanctified by the 
Word of God and filled with His Spirit, as evidenced by the fruits they 
show in their lives. God’s work needs people who are divinely called and 
thoroughly equipped. It requires people who walk in the Spirit, yielding 
themselves in obedience to the Word of God. It needs workers who are 
made true disciples of Christ and who are ready and committed to make 
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20). Yet, such workers are 
strangely scarce today. 
 
Ethiopia has the second largest population in Africa with about 97 million 
people. Evangelical Christians account for about 18% of this figure. This 
number tells us two major things: (1) the need for more workers to bring 
the Good News of salvation to the lost populace, and (2) the need to 
train more labourers for the work of the ministry. Moreover, about 85% 
of the ministers, who are serving God’s people in the local churches, 
received no training. This problem has made many churches to fall prey 
to many false doctrines and practices. Thus, GBI (Ethiopia) was 
established to meet these dire needs of the evangelical churches in our 
nation and beyond. 
 
Currently, we have 18 full-time and 11 part-time students receiving sound 
theological, Biblical, and ministerial instructions and training in GBI 
(Ethiopia). These trainees come from eight different denominations 
across the nation. If God prospers His work in our hands in the days 
ahead, we are praying to take into our training program more men and 
women who are called by God to the ministry. 
 
GBI (Ethiopia) is equipping its trainees by providing them with a 
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thorough Biblical teaching. The curriculum is planned in such a way to 
equip the mind, heart, and hand of the students. It provides Bible-based 
and Christ-centred teachings so that students will have a good working 
knowledge of the Bible. It also works on character transformation by 
training as well as by modelling, to produce graduates who will model 
Christ-likeness in all areas of their lives (1 Timothy 4:12). Moreover, GBI 
(Ethiopia) provides practical and ministerial courses that seek to help 
students to be faithful and effective preachers, teachers, missionaries, 
and leaders in the churches of God. 
 
Every morning, the students will have a scheduled personal quiet time 
that helps them cultivate a close walk with God. This is followed by 
Chapel time, during which they will sing a hymn or spiritual song, receive 
exhortation from the Word, and 
close with prayer. The instructors 
will usually be the ones who will 
give the exhortation, except on 
the day for homiletic practice. In 
the exhortation of God’s Word, 
each instructor will preach from a 
given book of the Bible, using the 
expository method, until he 
completes the book. This is done, firstly, for the edification of the 
students, and secondly, to model proper hermeneutical and homiletic 
principles and practices (2 Timothy 2:15).  
 
We have, now, three full-time 
and one part-time teacher, 
from Gethsemane BPC 
(Ethiopia). These instructors 
are committed to the 
Reformed and Calvinistic 
traditions of the Bible-
Presbyterian faith, holding 
steadfastly to the VPI and 
VPP of the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments. The trainees are also very grateful 

to the LORD for receiving such 
sound Biblical training which 
opened their spiritual eyes, 
renewed their faith in God and His 
Word as objective truth, and 
transformed their hearts to think 
and live Biblically. Moreover, we 
are confident that they are ready 

 

GBI Full-time Class 

GBI Evening Class 
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to commit the same truth to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also (2 Timothy 2:2). 
 
Trainees whose local churches are nearby, are required to help in their 
church’s weekly ministries and implement what they have learned in 
class. Those who come from far are given the opportunity to participate 
in various ministries of Gethsemane BPC (Ethiopia) to learn through 
practice. At the end of the three month term, they will return to their 
respective churches to serve for a month. Their preaching and teachings 
have been a source of spiritual blessings to the congregation of God’s 
people in their local churches. We praise God for using the sacrificial 
offerings of His people for the furtherance of the Gospel work in 
Ethiopia. Please pray for God’s provision for the needs of GBI (Ethiopia) 
as we strive to train more able and faithful workers for the Gospel 
missions in Ethiopia and beyond. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
************************ 

 
Testimonies of GBI (Ethiopia) Students 

 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I am 
Dejene Daka from the southern part of Ethiopia. I heard the Gospel 
while in secondary school through my friends. I accepted Christ as my 
Lord and Saviour in January 1992. After completing the Catechism class, 
I was baptized in a local evangelical church. Seven years later, I was 
convinced of God’s calling into the full-time service. In response, I joined 
a Bible School and received preliminary training for one year after which 
I continued to serve God as a preacher. 

Students of GBI (Ethiopia) 
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I came to know Gethsemane BPC (Ethiopia) and Gethsemane Bible 
Institute (GBI) through a friend of mine who is a full-time instructor 
there. When I personally visited GBI (Ethiopia) to inquire about the 
doctrinal stand and practice of the church, I found out what my soul has 
been seeking for all these years. Immediately, I applied for admission 
and was accepted to join GBI in January 2013. I am now left with only 
one term to completing my studies there. 
 
Before I came to GBI, I had a very shallow understanding of God’s 
Word. I did not have a firm stand on God’s truth. I did not know how to 
rightly interpret and apply God’s Word. By God’s mercy, I received the 
unadulterated teaching of God’s Word in GBI. I came to know that the 
Bible is the objective truth -- the perfect, infallible, and final authority 
for faith and practice. This not only helped me to grow in Christ but also 
to be anchored on the solid rock of God’s truth. My life was transformed 
to bear the fruit of the Spirit and I was made a true disciple of Jesus 
Christ. I learnt how to study and interpret God’s Word. Now, I can 
faithfully preach God’s truth instead of the ideas of men or my own 
opinions. The training enabled me to model Christ-likeness to my family 
and God’s people at large. 
 
Therefore, I praise God for the golden opportunity I was given to 
receive the training in GBI that brought an all-encompassing 
transformation in my life and ministry. God willing, I will complete my 
training in December 2015, after which I plan to go back and start a 
Bible-Presbyterian Church.  Truly, I thank God for Gethsemane BPC, 
Singapore, and like-minded BP churches who are supporting our studies 
in GBI. Pray for me that I may serve the LORD wholeheartedly the rest 
of my life.    - Dejene Daka 

 

************************ 

 
Greetings in the blessed name of Jesus Christ our Lord. I am Bayera 
Nurgi from the central province of Ethiopia. First of all, I want to praise 
God for calling and saving me by His sovereign grace. I trusted in Christ 
for salvation in May 2002. I learnt basic Christian teachings and was 
baptized in a Pentecostal church where God’s Word is not given its due 
regard. Many preachers walk according to their passions and preach 
based on visions and dreams which they claimed to have received from 
the Holy Spirit. Others say that studying the Bible brings spiritual 
dryness, and thus, what we need is the anointing of the Spirit. 
 
One day, I was invited to attend the worship service of Gethsemane BPC 
(Ethiopia) in Alemgena. There, I heard the preacher expounding God’s 
Word and feeding the people. My heart was pricked by the truth and I 
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wanted to learn more. After going through the church’s catechism, I 
transferred my membership to Gethsemane BPC where my life was 
reshaped by the Word of God. Later, I realized that God wanted me to 
give my life to serve Him full-time. After much prayer and deliberation, 
I decided to join GBI (Ethiopia). Our church leaders granted me full 
support and I was one of the first three full-time students when GBI 
commenced in May 2012. By God’s help, I completed my studies in April 
2015. I praise God for His amazing grace that has seen me through my 
studies in GBI. 
 
Let me briefly share some spiritual blessings I received in GBI. Before 
joining GBI, I did not have much understanding of God’s Word. I did not 
realize the relationship between the Word and the Holy Spirit. I used to 
echo what others teach and preach without much understanding of its 
meaning and practical implications in my life. Here in GBI, I came face-to
-face with God’s infallible and inerrant Word. This forced me to examine 
my old spiritual experiences in light of the Bible. By His mercy, I 
renounced all unbiblical views and practices which I inherited from my 
former church. I began to live a life that is guided and ruled by God’s 
Word and Spirit. I understood the verbal and plenary inspiration and 
preservation of the Holy Scriptures as the final and infallible rule for 
Christian faith and practice. Praise God for restoring me to the path of 
righteousness to live a life that is worthy of His calling. 
 
Moreover, I learnt how to interpret a Biblical text within its context to 
expound its meaning and give its correct application into the believers’ 
life. Now, I know the truth and am ready to make it known to other 
faithful men (cf. 2 Timothy 2:2). I understand that my primary calling is 
to “preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). I am 
also ready to make disciples of Christ who would bear witness to His 
saving grace through their lips and lives. I am also committed to defend 
the faith that was once delivered unto the saints. 
 
Now, under the guidance of Gethsemane BPC (Ethiopia), I am striving to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the unreached people living in the 
vicinity of Alemgena. God-willing, I want to establish a Gethsemane BP 
missions station to carry out Christ’s commission given to us in Matthew 
28:18-20. Pray that God may open the eyes of the people to understand 
the saving truth of the Gospel of Christ that is being preached to them. 
Once again, I want to praise God for all brethren who are supporting and 
praying for the ministry of GBI in Ethiopia.    - Bayera Nurgi 
 
 

************************ 
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Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) is a training school for pastors supported by 
the Africa Gospel Unity Church (AGUC). It was founded out of necessity 
to improve the quality of pastoral ministry in the church. Paul’s 
exhortation in 2 Timothy 2:2, “… the things 
that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also,” 
was chosen to express the vision of the 
Institute. The formation of the Institute was 
the vision and wishes of the founding pastor of 
AGUC, the late Rev Dishon Kesembe. In 
addition to training of pastors, the Institute 
also trains lay preachers and Bible teachers in 
basic knowledge of the Scriptures.  
 
The need to have a Bible College is a universal imperative. Christians in 
every generation are responsible for keeping the Word of God pure, and 
also in ensuring its continuation to the succeeding generation. We who 
are serving the Lord need to learn from older servants who have since 
been promoted to heavenly glory. Biblical injunctions, time and 
experience have proven that residential training helps students to go 
into the details of Bible learning so that they can rightly divide the word 
of truth. The existence of a Bible College ensures that the work of 
Gospel-preaching will not lack labourers, and the resources God’s people 
put into the ministry would be fully utilized to yield much fruit for God’s 
kingdom. Pastors are called not only to preach the gospel but also to 
defend it. Peter says this with the expectation of every Christian, “But 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear.” (1 Peter 3:15)  Defence of the faith is required 
by every Bible student, and good training will enable them to defend all 
Biblical doctrines.  
 
Bomet Bible Institute was borne out of necessity in the early 1970s, to 
meet the growing need for trained preachers, as the number of 
congregations in Bomet increased. The founding pastor, Rev Dishon 
Kesembe, got in touch with the missionaries from Bible College of East 
Africa, and Dr Raymond Carlson, the acting principal of BCEA then, paid 
a visit to the church. Subsequently, a few students went to be trained. 

TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF BOMET BIBLE INST IT UT E”   
BY REV MICHAEL KOECH 
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Ignorance had caused many lay preachers to conform to the ways of the 
world, and tolerate sins such as polygamy, and accepting people who 
commit such sin into church leadership. Objection to that move led to 
arguments that eventually caused the church to split. This incident also 
made clear the need for a school to train pastors in the Word of God to 
prevent repeat of trouble due to ignorance. 
 
With the pressing need to start a Bible School to train pastors in the 
Word of God, I enrolled to study at Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) in 
1984, as part of the preparation to start the Bible school. The Institute 
opened its doors with five students in January 1987, with Dr Carlson as 
the principal. Together with his wife Ruth, they served in the first 
faculty. I joined the Institute in September 1987 after graduating from 
FEBC and became the Principal in 1990. Other pastors have since gone to 
be trained at FEBC and joined the faculty. 
The current faculty of BBI are all 
graduates of FEBC.  
 
Bomet is a rural town in Kenya and the 
main occupation of the people is 
subsistence farming. Christians are able 
to support the School in form of farm 
produce or cash. In this way, it is possible 
for the School to continue even without 

external support. 
The AGUC has 
supported the School from the beginning and the 
students only pay a nominal fee, after receiving 
subsidy from the church. We have also received 
financial support from foreign churches and this 
has been used to put up permanent structures to 
improve our facilities. Presently, there is an on-
going building of a residential block and still a 
large sum of money is needed to complete it. 

Most of our library books have been donated by FEBC and churches in 
Singapore. Even though it is a small collection, it serves as a reference 
library to many pastors from different churches in Bomet.  
 
The curriculum of the Institute is designed to equip a pastor with all the 
necessary knowledge of God’s Word as well as the necessary skills of 
service. This would include Biblical studies on the Old and New 
Testaments and Theology. Practical theology includes Evangelism, 
Pastoral theology, Homiletics and Discipleship. The curriculum also 
includes the study of History such as Church History and Bible History, 
and class on Contemporary Theology is also offered. Besides teaching 
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the Biblical languages such as Hebrew and Greek, the Institute also 
teaches English and Kiswahili which are official languages in Kenya. 
 
Classes are conducted during the weekdays, beginning with daily chapel 
hour. The teachers will supply notes or use selected class text during 
lessons; students are also given assigned readings, depending on the 
scope of the subject, and also written assignments. There is also a final 
examination for every subject and grades are awarded for students who 
pass. Students admitted into BBI must meet certain educational criteria 
and must be able to comprehend the subjects taught. English is the 
language of instruction used in the school. Students are also required to 
participate in practical evangelism every week and conduct Bible classes 
for children in many primary schools around the Institute. Senior 
students also supply the pulpits on the Lord’s Day as there is a great 
need for preachers. The equipping of these students for the task before 
they do so is vital, and the Institute is the place for them to obtain that 
needed skill.  

One student, Alfred Rotich, who will be graduating this year, came to 
study in BBI against the wishes of his pastor. He came from another 
church denomination. Having studied for three years, among other 
things, he has come to appreciate hymn-singing over Contemporary music 
that has gained a widespread influence in his church. He read books on 
history of hymns and learnt to sing well. His father who is a preacher in 
their church borrowed his catechism and other literature to use in his 
Bible classes. He was also assigned to assist a church weekday fellowship 
group by giving Bible lessons. He loved the work and served with all his 
heart. He also started an Adult Sunday School in a member’s home, and 
the class has been running for most of this year, with an attendance of 
more than 10. He has plans to start a new church with this class. The 
host is also willing to offer a place in her land for the church building. 
Besides Alfred, other students have also shown themselves to be able to 
teach God’s Word effectively after their training. Some of them had to 
travel long distances to the assigned churches every weekend. They have 
also improved the quality of teaching in children’s classes.     

     
************************ 
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*********************** 
 

Testimony of Rev Anthony Koech  
(Graduate, Class of 2000) 

 
By the grace of God, I am what I am. I was born to a Roman Catholic 
family in 1976 in Bomet County, Kenya. I believed in Christ in 1992 and 
was baptized four years later and became a member of Kimargis Africa 
Gospel Unity Church. I married Caren Koech in 2003 and we are blessed 
with five children. 
 
I thank God for calling me into the ministry, He led me to BBI where I 
enrolled in 1998 and graduated two years later. In BBI, I learnt how to 
preach and teach the Word of God effectively, and improved in my 
communication skills. I am able to preach in three languages. I was 
instructed of the importance of missionary outreach and I also received 
a call to be a missionary. The principal Rev Michael Koech and I have 
been trying to start a church at Tarime in Tanzania but God directed us 
to another place.  I have since served in a number of churches of the 
AGUC, which includes Kamogoso, Kimargis and Chesoen. Between the year 
2004 to 2006, I served as a home missionary at Nyamage. Although the 
people there spoke a different language from my mother tongue, we 
were able to communicate through Kiswahili. In January 2014, I moved 
my residence from Chesoen and started a new church at Karantit in 
Nakuru County, which currently has a membership of 30 adults. I am also 
helping another preacher in Kibaraa AGUC, which requires me to travel 
there on a motorbike for three hours through rough terrain. I thank God 
for preparing me in BBI to serve Him, and by God’s grace, I look forward 
to greater commitment in the service of the Lord.   
 

 
************************ 
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Faith College of the Bible (FCB) was established in 1985 for the training 
of faithful Bible-believing servants of God. It came about as a result of 
“contending for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). With the waning stand of ICCC which was once a pillar 
of Biblical fundamental truth, East Africa Christian Alliance then stood 
ground for the truth and resisted compromise. Some liberal 
denominations had been incorporated into ICCC and that leaven 
eventually caused a rift even within the East Africa Christian Alliance, 
leading to a registration of another body – The East Africa Christian 
Association (EACA) to spearhead the defence and the propagation of 
the Faith. The Scripture gives a litmus test on this issue: “Wherefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew 7:20). This College has come 
a long way and is finally thriving in her own premises in Eldoret Campus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FACULTY 
 
The Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) in Singapore has played a crucial 
role in the FCB faculty. Of the 15 faculty members, 10 are graduates of 
FEBC. Faculty members are: The Principal: Rev Joshua Kyule Musyoka 
(MDiv, USA), The Deputy Principal: Rev Nelson Were (ThM, FEBC); The 
Registrar: Pst Francis Nyamiwa (BTh, FEBC), The Dean: Rev Philip Langat 
(MRE, FEBC); The Matron: Mrs Christine Were (MRE, FEBC); The 
Business Manager: Pst Richard Rotich (BTh, FCB,); The Librarian: Mrs 
Violet Nyamiwa (BRE, FEBC); Lecturers: Rev Titus Nzoka (MDiv, FEBC); 
Rev JC Langat (MDiv, FEBC), Pst George Orwa (MRE, FEBC); Pst John 
Chemalan (MRE, FEBC);Pst Shadrack Cheruiyot (MRE, FEBC), Pst 
Benjamin Nguli (BTh, FCB), Mrs Serah Kyule (Bed. Kenyatta University), 
and Mrs Nancy Rotich (Bed. Moi University). 
   

TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF FAIT H COLLEGE OF T HE  

BIBLE”   BY  REV JONATHAN LANGAT 
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COURSES 

 
FCB offers fulltime theological training for Degree and Diploma 
Students. It also offers an In-Service Diploma course that is conducted 
during school holidays for 3 weeks every holiday for four years.  
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SPIRITUAL MINISTRIES 

Evangelism: Students are required to evangelise to the neighbourhood 
every Friday afternoon. Apart from weekly evangelism, students may also 
be involved in Mid-term evangelism and End-term evangelism to assist 
churches (within the EACA) which send in application for evangelistic 
support. End-term evangelism is done at the end of every semester, for 
a whole week. This ministry has shown itself to be very effective and 
productive in the churches that have hosted it. 

        
 

Gospel Rally: This was previously done within the precincts of the 
College but shifted its venue later to churches within Eldoret County. 
The EACA churches collaborate with FCB to organize a Gospel Rally 
which is conducted once every semester. Several churches have hosted 
it and it has been very successful.  
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kids Club: This is a ministry like Before and After School Care but is 
done once a week to more than 10 public and private schools. It is 
conducted every Wednesday and Thursday after school program, but 
within the schools.  
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Churches: Students are assigned to serve in EACA churches within 
Eldoret. Every weekend, students assist these churches in various 
activities such as the Children, Youth, Women and Men Fellowship 
meetings conducted on Saturdays. They also conduct Sunday School 
classes and Worship services on Sunday, as well as, other spiritual 
programs. 
 
Pastors’ Conference: Every year, 
EACA pastors will congregate at 
the College campus for a Bible 
Conference. Lecturers are 
instrumental in putting up a 
program for lessons and activities 
during this Conference. They also 
teach the Word of God. 
 
Missions Trips: Lecturers have frequent missions trip to different 
missions stations to encourage missionaries and to assist in the missions 
field.  
 
Literature: The College has been able to publish an internal circulation 
magazine – The Word of Faith Magazine – to propagate and to defend 
the Word of God. We pray for financial support to enable its publication. 
It has also published a Westminster’s Shorter Catechism for adults and 
children in Kiswahili. Its commentary is underway. Pray for its 
completion.  
 
Ministry to Secondary Schools: Every 
term, the College is invited to different 
secondary schools to minister to 
students and teachers during a weekend 
service, from Friday evening to Sunday 
evening. 
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Testimony of Peter Ngeno (Graduate of FCB) 
 
Thanks be to the Almighty God for His enablement, for counting me 
worthy and for putting me into the ministry. After my graduation at 
FCB in December 2013, I served for a short while at the church I used 
to minister before I was sent to serve in Kaborok AGUC in June 2014.  
 
Kaborok AGUC is situated at Belgut sub-county, Kericho County, about 
60 miles away from my home. At the planting of this missions station, 
we had 40 people who attended. Worship service was held outdoor, 
under a temporary shade structure, and could run from 10am  to noon, 
before it resumed after lunch at 2pm for Bible Study classes. The 
hunger for God’s Word could be clearly seen in the people who 
attended. By July, we had won 10 households to Christ and over 30 kids 
were attending Sunday school. 
 
I was fully stationed in Kaborok AGUC by August, residing in a rented 
house. I started pastoral visits and mid-week Bible studies at homes of 
members. We held frequent evangelism sessions with assistance from 
Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) students. My home churches also made 
frequent visits and gave the necessary support, which bore good fruits. 
 
After my wedding in April 2015, my wife and I shifted to a two-room 
semi-permanent house in the church compound. She assisted me in the 
youth and children ministry which is taking good root by now. In May 
this year, seven converts were baptized while others are now 
undergoing catechism classes.  
   
The people in the vicinity are receptive to God’s Word. We hope, and 
are committed also, to win more souls for Christ each day. There are 
more than 30 adults and about 40 children joining us for worship every 
Lord’s Day. This month, the Lord added to us four new converts. We 
have also started a Kids Club every Saturday afternoon. We are 
receiving a good number of children such that our current room has to 
be expanded to accommodate them. The Lord has also opened a door 
for us to minister to the young children at Cheroigin Academy every 
Friday for an hour. Every Tuesday, my wife and I will visit the old folks 
in the neighborhood. I am also looking forward to have a radio program 
at Kericho Town. 
 
We covet your earnest prayers for stability and means to raise a 
permanent sanctuary that is able to accommodate the growing 
congregation. My motto is “The Increase is of the Lord”. (1 Corinthians 
3:6) Thanks and God bless you as you remember us.  
 
 
 

************************ 
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The history and character of the Bible College of East Africa (BCEA) 
has much in common with that of Far Eastern Bible College, in terms of 
the underlying doctrinal convictions which also shaped the founding of 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions (IBPFM; 
founder and first president, Dr J. Gresham Machen) and the 
International Council of Christian Churches (ICCC). BCEA was founded in 
1965 at the firm urging of Rev Victor Hall, an IBPFM missionary to 
Kenya. It was established in response to a simple and solemn need to 
train ministers of the Gospel for the African continent. Nairobi, being 
one of the most prominent cities in this region, was chosen as the 
strategic location for the school. To be sure, the name of the College 
reflects the ambitious agenda of the founders to reach the farthest 
ends of the East African region. It may be said that great things were 
expected from the Lord by way of committed teachers and prayer 
partners for this endeavour, and indeed, the history of the College 
demonstrates God’s faithful provision and guidance over the years. 
 
When I arrived in Kenya in 1990 as Principal of this historic but 
struggling institution, I had just completed my studies at Far Eastern 
Bible College and had been expecting to serve the Lord in Indonesia. By 
then, Nairobi was already dotted with not a few churches and 
seminaries, and I wondered why the Lord had intervened through the 
directive of my home church in South Korea to send me to such a place 
as this. It became evident very soon, however, that the activity of false 
Christianities in the form of cults, ecumenism, and liberalism was 
rampant in this country. At the time of my arrival, the headline of the 
local newspaper Daily Nation screamed, “Son of the living God!” and 
reported of massive crowds following a false Kenyan messiah. Following 
the footsteps of those who had gone beforehand, I was convinced that 
workers at BCEA needed to answer God’s call to train dedicated servants 
for the battle against unbiblical movements in all forms on this 
continent.  
 
The Ministry of BCEA: Its People and Programmes 
 
During my time of service, BCEA has aimed to preserve the College’s 
founding stance (Reformed, Presbyterian, Fundamentalist, Separated) 
with a three-part programme (Head-Heart-Hand). Amidst the growing 
number of mostly neo-evangelical institutes in the East African region, 

TESTIMONY: 

“MINIST RY OF T HE BIBLE COLLEGE OF EAST 

AFRICA”   BY  REV MARK KYUNG SOO KIM 
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BCEA remains the only school that holds to such doctrinal convictions. 
One of the distinguishing traits of BCEA faculty and graduates has been 
the stance taken on the providential preservation of the Scriptures 
(VPP). Here, BCEA has been blessed with the partnership and support of 
Far Eastern Bible College. In addition to playing an instrumental role in 
the founding of BCEA-Tanzania in 2006, FEBC graduates have provided a 
steady stream of teaching staff to BCEA over the years, and we expect 
this trend to continue. Most recently, Rev Dr Seung Kyu Park joined the 
faculty of BCEA and is now overseeing BCEA-Tanzania with fellow FEBC 
alumni Judah Pallangyo and Joseph Amos Mbise. We also rejoice that Rev 
Lazarus Ngige, a full-time lecturer at BCEA-Kenya, was awarded his 
Master of Ministry from FEBC this year. Faculty and students look 
forward to welcoming Pr James Chen, who has expressed his desire to 
return to the field next year, as the Lord wills. 
 
I believe it is valuable to comment on BCEA’s Head-Heart-Hand approach 
to balanced training. The training of the Head entails learning the 
contents and details 
of the Scriptures. 
The training of the 
Heart involves 
cultivating one’s 
devotion and 
commitment to the 
Lord and to one’s 
calling. Disciplined 
prayer life and 
worship are stressed.  
For a minister, a 
Head with no Heart 
is useless, and it is 
still better to have a big heart and small head than a big head with a 
small heart.  Next, the training of the Hand includes preparing for 
practical ministry through the building of guided experience in 
evangelism, Sunday School, choir, preaching, etc., found in the required 
ministry programmes.  In short, the aim of BCEA is to train men like 
Ezra, “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and 
to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10; cf. 
7:6, 11) — men who have resolved to know the Word, to do the Word, and 
to teach the Word. 
 
With more Bible Colleges and seminaries adopting interdisciplinary and 
other fanciful approaches to theological education, it has been said that 
a question curriculum planners would ask is this, “Is there enough Bible in 
the new curriculum?”1 This absurd question reflects the sad state of 
schools across the globe, where insights from secular disciplines are 

BCEA (Kenya) Morning Chapel 
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placed on equal footing with Biblical truths, and the Bible is just one 
facet of a curriculum that seeks to conform to the educational 
standards of the world. At BCEA, knowledge of the Scriptures is the 
sole priority of the curriculum, and the entire curriculum is designed to 
meet this objective. Expositional book studies comprise the biggest part 
of required coursework. Every student begins one’s studies at BCEA with 
a foundational Through the Bible course of 12 credits, and one takes at 
least two book studies every term (one OT and one NT) for all terms of 
study at BCEA. Book studies classes are mainly taught by faculty whose 
training and/or experience is in one of the Testaments – whether Old 
Testament (Rev Ibrahim Kiarie and myself) or New Testament (Rev 
Stephen Masila, Mr J. Daniel Mattern, Ms Deborah Kim). Courses in 
Systematic Theology and special theological topics (e.g., Calvinism, 
Biblical Separation, Covenant Theology, Biblical Theology, Westminster 
Standards) comprise the next largest block of courses (with Rev 
Stephen Masila, Rev Dr Seung Kyu Park, Rev Eben Yoon), followed by 
courses in Church History (Ms Judith Collins), Christian Education (Ms 
Eun Young Bai), Practical Theology (Rev Julius Kiagiri, Rev Lazarus 
Ngige), Biblical Languages (Rev Stephen Masila for Greek; Bishop 
Richard Kivai for Hebrew), and English language skills (Mr George Maina).   

 
It is equally important to clarify what the curriculum is not.  Contrary to 
the concentration of many schools interested in missional expansion, the 
curriculum is not mainly focused on providing application tips for culture-
specific issues (in the case of Kenya, for instance, polygamy and single 
motherhood). The curriculum in no way entertains modernist and post-
modernist approaches.  Emphasis upon Biblical studies does not sacrifice 
theological competence, and effort is made to highlight, with greatest 
precision, the distinctives of BCEA’s BP doctrinal heritage – in 
contradistinction, for instance, to Progressive Covenantalism.   
 
The Ministry of BCEA:  
Its Testimonies and Future 
 
BCEA has been blessed to serve 
students from 11 countries in 
the past 50 years, producing 
graduates who have fulfilled 
the founding vision to reach the 
masses with the Gospel on this 
continent. At present, BCEA 
serves 109 full-time students in 
Kenya and 14 in Tanzania. Even 
as the increased “Christian- ization” of Kenya has resulted in the 
prevalence of churches preaching a distorted gospel and the withdrawal 

BCEA (Rwanda) Launching Service 
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of militant Christian ministry, may the balanced training of the Head-
Heart-Hand aspect of students produce Hope for the furtherance of 
the Gospel in the years to come. Even as Islam, the Prosperity gospel, 
and Charismatism is gaining increased momentum in East Africa, the 
Lord has already led our footsteps to expanding the Bible College 
movement into Rwanda, a unique bridgehead between Anglophone and 
Francophone countries. Active preparations are underway for an 
extension campus led by graduates of BCEA. 

 
The educational climate of Kenya has been less kind towards Bible 
colleges in the last couple of years. In addition to the sudden halt of 
programmes offered in collaboration with foreign schools (affecting the 
BMin programme at BCEA offered by FEBC), we foresee government 
challenges in accreditation requirements and upgraded qualifications for 
lecturers. Do join us in prayer for God’s guidance and wisdom in these 
new and changing circumstances. We pray for the faithful endurance of 
BCEA with dedicated workers for the next generation. It is our prayer 
that, despite the general lack of interest in evangelizing impoverished 
regions by those resting in the comforts of home and family in the so-
called first-world countries, God may use and preserve ministries such as 
BCEA until the Lord’s return. I would like to close with words from one 
of our graduates: 
 

I joined Bible College of East Africa, Kenya, in 1997 and graduated in 
February 2001. Training in this College was a great privilege to me and 
the most exciting thing in my life. I had inquired other Colleges 
around for pastoral and theological training but I could not find any 
that equals BCEA. The training equipped me well in the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, as well as practical theology among other 
faculties. By God’s grace, the training has enabled me to serve the 
Lord faithfully in various ministries including my Alma mater where I 
am currently serving as a lecturer.  It is equally important to say that 
BCEA (Kenya) stands tall and unique within this region because of her 
clear testimony of standing on the truth and fighting for the truth of 
God’s word just as her slogan says “for the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.”     
                                                                              – Rev Lazarus Ngige 

 
May God be glorified. May He strengthen our tenacious pursuit of 
holiness and faithful fulfilment of our calling. 
 

************************ 

 
 

1 E.g., Perry Shaw, Transforming Theological Education: A Practical Handbook to 
Integrative Learning (Cumbria, UK: Langham Global Library, 2014).  
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More Testimonies of BCEA Graduates 

 
“Having gone through four years of training in BCEA, so much has 
changed in my life in regard to serving the Lord. I joined the College 
when I was very young in the faith but God used the College to mature 
me in the faith and in service. It is in this College that I developed a 
high view of God and His Word, which I believe is paramount in the 
ministry. Throughout my years in the College, I fell in love with the 
truth of God’s Word, gained discernment of truth from error, and an 
ability to defend and teach the truth. Through a strong belief and 
practice of prayer in the College, I also developed this important 
discipline. The learning environment and the diverse composition of the 
student body and the teaching staff played a great role in teaching me 
to trust in the Lord always and to relate well with others. The work 
scholarship, likewise, taught me to work with my own hands while in the 
ministry. The College curriculum did, indeed, equip me with the 
knowledge while the environment prepared me for service in any 
situation. Thanks be to God for such a rare treasure that we have in the 
BCEA.”                                                     

- George Maina (Class of 2014) 
 
“I thank God for giving me the privilege and opportunity to be trained in 
BCEA.  I had joined BCEA in 1999, with a lot of confusion, since I came 
from a community where many Pentecostal churches had taken root. As a 
first-year student, I was very troubled in my heart, thinking that I was 
in the wrong place. However, as I partook of my studies, I came to 
realize that the Lord God had directed my life to the right and best 
College. My eyes started to see the Word of God clearly, and I began to 
understand all the spiritual lessons and doctrines, taught by humble and 
God-fearing servants of God. In BCEA, I did not only learn the right 
doctrines, I also learnt the right way of serving the Lord in small things 
through the examples of our able lecturers. I, too, was grounded in the 
foundation of the true Word of God, both for my faith as well as for my 
ministry, with particular emphasis on the Biblical separation stand 
against End-times apostasy. I benefitted much from the fellowship with 
lecturers and from students, and I thank the Lord for the stand of our 
principal Rev Mark Kim, Mrs Kim, Bible College lecturers and fellow 
students. May the Lord continue to bless BCEA with the same stand, 
from generation to generation until Jesus Christ comes back. “Be thou 
faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 
2:10b) After my graduation, God used Rev Mark Kim to send me to 
Maasai land for the Lord’s work. All glory be unto God.”     

– Stephen Omweri 
 

************************ 
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TESTIMONY: 

“MY CALL TO SALVAT ION AND  

TO FULL-TIME MINIST RY”   
BY  LUKAS TRAM 

Call to Salvation 
 
I was born in 1996 in Kuching, Malaysia. I grew up in a Christian family 
where my dad is a pastor in BEM Taman Sri Muhibah, and my mother 
works as a government servant. I have an elder sister and two younger 
sisters.  
 
When I was four years old, a lady, Roselind, taught me about Jesus in 
Sunday school. I learnt about Him and many stories in the Bible. This 
slowly helped me to understand the life that Christians should live. I was 
also taught to love God, and to obey and follow the rules that are given in 
the Bible. In 2005, I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour, and 
I was baptised in 2008, at the age of 12.  
 
Between 7 and 12 years of age, I attended a government primary school. 
I got to know a world of a different lifestyle. The students were from 
different backgrounds, of different religions and races. It was a shock 
to me hearing bad and foul language, bad deeds and other bad behavior 
that slowly affected me like a virus. 
 
Primary school days passed by, and from 13 to 17 years of age, I was in a 
government secondary school. There was no more Sunday school and I 
started to drift far away from God. What I learnt in Sunday school 
started to fade from me. I attended Youth Fellowship, but it did not 
help to improve my spiritual life as a Christian teenager. I was far away 
from the right path. 
 
My life started to change for the worse, and I went against my God. I 
started to do bad things: stealing, cheating my friends and family, breaking 
school rules, watching bad images on the Internet, etc. I turned away from 
God and was unclean before Him. However, His love for me never ends. He 
patiently led me out of my sinful life. During a Bible study I attended in 
2014 in Bandung, Indonesia, I was so touched by God that I slowly changed 
for the better. I thank God for leading and saving me. From that time, I 
began to be close to the Lord, and I learnt to love Him and to do what is 
right in His sight. 
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Call to Full-time Ministry 
 
Before I was born, my mother had prayed for me that I will be a 
pastor one day. As a child, I would follow my father, during my free 
time, as he served God. I saw many things that he did in the ministry as 
a pastor and how God worked in many different ways. I also saw God’s 
grace for us. Soon, I started to desire in my heart to be like my father 
one day. 
 
However, when I was a teenager, I began to be tempted by worldly 
pleasures. I did not realize the effect this had on my spiritual life and 
my family reputation. I started to do many stupid things, eg. watching 
dirty graphic and media in the modern IT, etc. My life was stuck in 
this and I ran from God’s calling. My focus was not on God, but on 
many bad things. 
 
Many times I repented, yet there was no change in me. I kept going 
back to my sins until God woke me up in 2014 when I was doing a short 
Bible study in Indonesia. I then realized how wonderful my God is. 
Even though I have turned away from Him, yet He still loves me and 
brought me back to Him. He also gave me the chance to serve Him full
-time. 
 
After I repented and became serious with the Lord and the ministry, 
the Lord slowly put a burden and a desire in my heart to serve Him full
-time. At first, I thought of finishing my diploma in the university 
first. However, the Lord God used my parents to advise me to stop my 
university studies and to study in a Bible college. It was not easy, but 
over time, God changed my heart and softened it. 
 
After much prayer and thought, I decided that I was ready to go for 
full-time Bible study. I am grateful that God was so good to me: He 
always puts His hand on my shoulder and leads me in my life, whether 
through easy or hard times. I am thankful that He has been with me 
till this day and helped me write this testimony fully from my heart. 

  
************************ 

 
Truth Missions Society is fully supporting Lukas Tram’s  

BTh course in FEBC. 
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Thank God for the opportunity Truth BPC has once again to help our 
Cambodian church in their children VBS. This year’s team comprised Dn 
and Mrs Franco Wong, their children En-Si, En-Qi, En-Xi and En-Yi, as 
well as Sis Boon Choo and myself. While the original plan was to help 
with the VBS of two of our Cambodian churches, an unexpected change 
in their school holidays and also the early purchase of some of our air-
tickets during sale resulted in us spending more time in one church (i.e. 
True Gospel BPC). We were able to not only help them with their VBS, 
but also the Bible School resource library. 
 
We arrived at Changi airport on Friday, with Uncle Wilson’s help, in good 
time to board our 1.35pm flight to Phnom Penh. Thank God for journey 
mercies, and for smooth traffic that allowed us to arrive at the 
guesthouse in Kampot safely at about 5.30pm, an hour earlier than 
scheduled. After having our dinner, and stopping by the supermarket to 
get our water supplies, we returned to the guesthouse where we 
prepared craft for a children’s outreach. We also practised singing “One 
Door and Only One” in Khmer (which we would present on the last day of 
the VBS) before we ended the day with night devotion led by Dn Franco. 
 
We met for breakfast the next morning at 7am before going to True 
Gospel BPC for a meeting with the VBS leaders. The purpose of our trip 
was not to run the VBS, but to render assistance to True Gospel BPC 
where necessary so that they may learn to conduct their VBS 
themselves one day. We thank God for allowing opportunities for both 
sides to serve in the VBS. This 1½-hour session with the VBS leaders 
was also very important as it allowed both sides to update one another, 
in person, of the things they would be doing, as well as to give 
suggestions for improvement, especially in the execution of activities. 

 
We thank God we were able to visit 
Bro Bolen, together with Pr Rotha, 
after the meeting with the leaders. 
We have been praying for him in our 
church prayer meetings since he 
injured his shoulder in a motorbike 
accident. Dn Franco encouraged him 
from Proverbs 3:5-6, with Pr Rotha 
as the translator. Not only did we 

have the presence of his parents at the time of our visit, the Lord also 

MISSIONS TRIP REPORT: 

“CAMBODIA , 14 TO 21 AUGUST 2015”  
BY  KAREN LEE 
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brought his unbelieving grandmother to join us later. She was urged to 
receive the Gospel of Christ. We pray that the Lord would have mercy on 
her, to help her see her great need for Christ as her Saviour. May the 
Lord also keep Bro Bolen close to Him, trusting in Him even in times of 
affliction.  
 
We were invited to have lunch with Pr Rotha and family thereafter at 
True Faith BPC, and we thank God for the fellowship we had before 
returning to True Gospel to continue our VBS preparation at 1pm. While 
Dn Franco worked with Pr Thaven to refine his VBS games activity, and 
Sis Boon Choo taught En-Si and En-Qi to set up the projector, the rest 
of us, together with Sis Thavy, helped to prepare craft for True Gospel 
Sunday School. A request was also made of me then if I could take the 
Sunday School lesson the next day, which I accepted, thankful for the 
opportunity but also with much fear in my heart. 
 
Thank God for the session we could have with the helpers at 5pm to 
brief them on the VBS program, so that they may be informed of their 
roles and duties. There was also a demonstration of VBS games and 
craft to help them carry out their duties more effectively. The meeting 
ended at 7.16pm with exhortation from 2 Corinthians 5:8-10 by Dn 
Franco, and we had BBQ dinner in the church, prepared by Pr Sopheak 
and family. Thank God for His mercies upon En-Yi who had a fall on his 
head while trying to climb out of a hammock. 
 
Thank God for a blessed Lord’s Day at True Gospel BPC. The Lord 
enabled me to teach the 30 Sunday School children at 7am from the 
story of David and Goliath, with message entitled “Faith is the Victory!” 
May the Lord help them to have the faith of David, a faith that believes 
who God is, what He is like and what He says He would do, for only such a 
faith can give them holy courage in face of spiritual opposition. The 
lesson was supplemented with craft activity. We had the privilege to 
worship the Lord with the True Gospel brethren at 9am, with Dn Franco 
speaking from 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1 to a congregation of about 30. 
Thank God for bringing a lady visitor from Australia to join us in our 
worship and to hear God’s Word. May the brethren be exhorted to live 
holy lives for God. 
 
Thank God for the opportunity to 
visit a children’s outreach of True 
Faith BPC later at 3pm, held at a 
home in Kampong Kraeng. Sis Boon 
Choo ministered to the seven 
children present from Acts 16:19-
34, with Bro Dara as translator. 
Dn Franco and Pr Rotha took the 
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opportunity, meanwhile, to speak to the hosts about the Gospel of 
Christ. May the Spirit work in their hearts to convict and to convert.   
 
We returned to True Gospel BPC at 4.45pm to help with the remaining 
VBS preparation, and had dinner with Pr Sopheak and family before 
returning to the guesthouse at 7.50pm for our night devotion. 
 
True Gospel BPC had their 8th VBS on Monday and Tuesday with 
messages and activities based on the theme “Are You Ready?” Thank God 
for granting us good weather throughout the two days despite 
unfavourable weather forecast, and for bringing about 58 children to 
attend the VBS. 
 
The VBS on both days began at 7am with registration and collection of 
name tags, followed by opening prayer and briefing. This was followed by 
fifteen minutes of Singspiration led by two youths, with Sis Thavy as 
musician, before the children were split into the younger and the older 
groups for messages catered to their ages. There were two messages 
per day: Message 1 on the first day: “Jesus is Coming!” (Matthew 24:27-
31) by Pr Sopheak (younger)/Pr Thaven (older) and Message 2: “The 
Wedding Feast” (Matthew 22:1-14) by Sis Boon Choo (younger)/Dn 
Franco (older); Message 3 on the second day: “The Parable of the Ten 
Virgins” (Matthew 25:1-3) by Sis Boon Choo (younger)/myself (older) and 
Message 4: “The Parable of the Talents” (Matthew 25:14-30) by Pr John 
(younger)/Pr Rotha (older).  
 
There was also a session each day for memorisation of the theme verse 
taken from Revelation 22:12, as well as craft activity led by Sis Sara 
(younger)/Sis Boon Choo (older) where the children made oil lamps out of 
air-dried clay to help them remember the lesson from the Parable of the 
Ten Virgins. The oil lamps were embellished with a battery-operated 
bulb (kindly contributed by Uncle Winston Yeo) to remind the children to 
keep “burning” for the Lord. This aligned with their VBS theme song 
“Give me oil in my lamp.” There were also games led by Pr Thaven on both 
days to help the children remember and apply the lessons learnt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank God for the sharing of the Gospel using the Wordless Book on the 
first day of VBS. The younger children had their small-group Gospel 
sharing first on the second level classroom, while the older children 
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watched a video on Jesus’ ministry on earth 
downstairs. A brief explanation was provided 
by Sis Boon Choo and translated by Bro 
Leakna (Pr Thaven’s brother) before the video 
screening. After watching the video, the older 
children proceeded to have their small-group 
Gospel sharing while the younger children 
watched the video. 
 
The VBS ended at about 2.20pm on both days, and on the last day of the 
VBS, we presented the song “One Door and Only One” in Khmer and 
English to urge the non-Christian children to quickly come and believe in 
Christ. This was followed by a review of the lessons taught. The VBS 
concluded with group photo-taking, and giving out of gifts. 
 
Thank God for the evaluation we had with the VBS leaders and helpers 
after the VBS ended each day. Honest evaluation is needful if one 
desires to improve in their service. I was most encouraged when Pr 
Sopheak highlighted the importance of being teachable, and it was 
because he said it sincerely after sharing how he had struggled with it in 
the past when he was corrected. I thank God for Pr Sopheak’s humility 
that I can learn from. Thank God also that points raised during the first-
day evaluation were followed up the following day, allowing the program 
to proceed more smoothly. With a teachable heart, and a sincere desire 
to improve, surely the Lord will bless and help them. 
 
Thank God for a blessed fellowship over dinner with the VBS helpers 
after our evaluation on the last day of VBS, and for the testimonies we 
heard of youths in the church who held on to their faith despite 
persecutions from family. I am particularly encouraged by the love they 
have for the Lord. May the Lord help me follow in their good example. 
 
We had the opportunity to help True Gospel Bible School with their 
Resource Library on Wednesday and Thursday before we left for 
Singapore on Friday. Thank God for help received from the Far Eastern 
Bible College some time back that allowed me to learn more about the 
library system in order to help the Bible School set up their Resource 
Library. I thank God also for the opportunity I had during this trip to 
continue the work previously started by others in my absence. The team 
spent the two days working hard, with brethren from True Gospel, to 
wrap the books with plastic, catalogue them, and get them ready for loan. 
It was an encouraging sight to see the young and old serving the Lord. 
 
Apart from the library work, we had the opportunity to attend Pr Thaven’s 
class on “The Work of the Holy Spirit” for an hour on Wednesday morning, 
to acquaint ourselves with the Bible School ministry. Later that afternoon, 
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we met with True Faith VBS leaders and helpers for a briefing, in 
preparation for their VBS in September. Dn Franco was invited to share 
God’s Word to the youths at True Gospel English class on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, while the rest of us continued with the library work. 
Although we worked hard to finish what needed to be done, we did not 
manage to do so in the end. Nevertheless, we returned after dinner to 
have a short session with the preachers and Bible School students to 
encourage them in the use of the Resource Library, and also to teach them 
how to assign call-numbers to books and to process loans. Pray for the 
follow-up work that I will be doing from where we left off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We left Kampot for the Phnom Penh airport at about 8.15am the 
following day after breakfast and after our group evaluation of this 
missions trip. We had a lengthy evaluation which continued during our 
trip to the airport in the van, at the airport and on Saturday evening. 
Even as we seek to help others improve, may the Lord also grant us 
humility of mind and a teachable heart that desires always to improve in 
our service for Him. 
 
God has promised that His Word shall not return unto Him void, but shall 
accomplish that which He pleased, and shall prosper in the thing whereto 
He sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11). May the Lord continue to help us co-labour 
with our brethren in Cambodia, and help them press on in the work of the 
ministry, preaching and teaching the words of everlasting life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank God for the opportunity to serve Him in this missions trip. May 
God be praised in all that we do. 
 

*********************** 
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MISSIONS TRIP REPORT: 

“CAMBODIA, 5 TO 9 SEPT EMBER  

AND 7 TO 12 SEPT EMBER 2015”   BY  KAREN LEE 

“But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God”     
(Luke 18:16) 
 
Thank God for enabling Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville) and True Faith 
BPC (Kampot) to conduct their Vacation Bible School this year, based on 
the theme “Are You Ready?”. Besides the Wong family, Sis Boon Choo 
and myself, the Lord also brought the Toh family to serve with us in this 
trip. 
 
Due to work commitments, Dn Franco and his family decided to make an 
earlier trip to Sihanoukville on 5th September (Sat). This allowed them 
to join Lively Hope BPC’s home visitation ministry and evangelism that 
day, as well as their Sunday School and Lord’s Day Service the day after. 
They also had a VBS briefing with the helpers after Service and helped 
with the VBS preparation before the rest of the team arrived on 
Monday evening. 
 
Thank God for granting the rest of the team safety in travel as we 
board our 1.35pm flight to Phnom Penh on Monday, and made our way to 
Sihanoukville to join the Wong family. We arrived at 6.30pm, after a 3½-
hour ride on the road, in time to have dinner with Pr John Saray and 
family, Pr Sopheak, Pr Thaven and Sis Leakena. After dinner, we 
returned to the church to help with the remaining VBS preparation 
before we returned to the guesthouse for our night devotion led by Dn 
Franco. 
 
The team met the following day at 6.20am for breakfast, before 
proceeding to the church for the VBS. God sent a morning shower to 
water the dry ground. He who gave the rain also showed Himself to be 
sovereign over it. Thank God by the time we arrived at Lively Hope BPC 
at 7.15am, the rain had almost stopped. Most of the children managed to 
get to church in time to participate in the Singspiration and memory 
verse recitation before message. 
 
Singspiration started at 8.15am on the first day with Sis Yu Liang (Sis 
Lydia’s sister) leading, and Yih Lynn as the pianist. This was followed by 
opening prayer and a briefing of the VBS rules. The children then 
committed the theme verse (Revelation 22:12) to memory. Thank God 
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that Pr John could rent the hall next 
door for the older children’s messages 
which saved them time moving up and 
down the first and third floors. Like True 
Gospel VBS, Lively Hope also had two 
messages per day. 
 
1. “Jesus is Coming!” (Matthew 24:27-31)  
by Pr Sopheak (younger)/Pr John (older)  
2. “The Wedding Feast” (Matthew 22:1-14)  
by Sis Boon Choo (younger)/Dn Franco (older)  
3. “The Parable of the Ten Virgins”  
(Matthew 25:1-3)  
by Sis Boon Choo (younger)/myself (older)  
4. “The Parable of the Talents” (Matthew 
25:14-30) by Sis Leakena (younger)/Pr Rotha (older)  
 
Thank God that the children from our team could be used by God to be a 
blessing when they joined the Cambodian children to listen to messages 
taught in English. God also used them to 
assist Sis Leakena in her lesson: they 
helped her in a puppet show with Sis 
Lydia’s guidance in the background. 
Thank God for using these little ones. 
May God help our children to yield 
themselves in ready service to Him 
whenever He calls. 
 
The children at Lively Hope VBS also made oil lamps out of air-dried clay 
during the craft session led by Sis Sara (younger)/Sis Jyh Cheau (older) 
on the first day. This tied in with the lesson on the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins and the theme song “Give me oil in my lamp.” Thank God the craft 
could be completed within 1¼ hours, with adjustments made. This was 
followed by games. In addition to the indoor game that they planned, Pr 
John also invited Pr Thaven to conduct the two outdoor games that he saw 
at True Gospel VBS. Thank God for the invitation Pr John extended to Pr 
Thaven, which served not only to encourage a brother in his service, but 
also provided an opportunity for improvement. With the Lord's enabling, 
and effort put in to do better, there was indeed an improvement in the way 
the same games were executed. Thank God for every learning opportunity, 
and opportunities to improve and do better for Him. 
 
After the VBS ended at about 2pm, the Singapore team and the VBS 
helpers gathered for evaluation. Later that evening, we had dinner 
fellowship with the helpers before returning to the guesthouse for our 
night devotion and song practice.  

 

 



45 

 

There was a heavy downpour the following morning, but once again the 
Lord showed Himself to be in full control. Despite the wet weather, God 
brought most of the children to the VBS again on the second day, and on 
time. The rain also came to a halt by the time the first lesson began, and 
no activity was affected. After Message 3, the older children had a 
Gospel-sharing session while the younger ones watched a video show. Pr 
Thaven, Bro Eric and Sis Jyh Cheau each took a group to share the 
Gospel using the Gospel gloves. Thank God for the Gospel seed sown.  
 
The team presented the song “One Door and Only One” (in Khmer and 
English) to remind the children that Jesus is the only way of salvation 
(John 14:6). The second stanza was most meaningful. It spoke of that 
one Book God the Father gave that has power to save. Thank God our 
Cambodian brethren could translate the second stanza for us so that we 
could sing it this time in Khmer.  
 
After lunch, we bid Godspeed to the Wong family, as they returned to 
Singapore. The children then presented skits which not only served as a 
finale but also helped to crystallize the lessons learned during the VBS. 
We had an enjoyable time watching the skits while Sis Boon Choo, Sis 
Jyh Cheau, Pr Thaven and Sis Leakena awarded the scores. The VBS 
ended with a testimony of salvation by Pr Thaven and the giving of gifts 
to the children before they were dismissed. 
 
Thank God for enabling Lively Hope BPC to conduct their 5th VBS this 
year and for 
bringing about 80 
children to hear 
the Word of God. 
We had our final-
day evaluation 
with Lively Hope 
before setting 
off to Kampot to 
help with True 
Faith VBS. 
 
After the 2-hour journey, we joined Pr Rotha and family for dinner at 
True Faith. Before returning to the guesthouse for our night devotion 
led by Bro Eric, Sis Boon Choo assisted Pr Rotha to make some changes 
to the VBS program, with the lessons learnt from the earlier VBS. Thank 
God for opportunities to learn from one another, and for hearts that 
desire always to give our best in the Lord's service. 
 
It was raining heavily the following morning, and we had to wade through 
muddy water to a nearby hut for our breakfast. Thank God the rain 
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became smaller by the time the VBS began, and the Lord brought about 
34 children to attend True Faith 4th VBS. Singspiration was led by Sis 

Saron. Before the children went for their first 
message, they were briefed on the VBS rules 
and spent some time memorizing Revelation 
22:12. Pr Rotha used Powerpoint slides to help 
them memorise the verse. With every change 
of slide, the size of the words would gradually 
decrease, until they were too small to be read. 
The children enjoyed the challenge and many 

were able to commit the verse to memory by the end of the 15-minute 
session.  
 
True Faith also had two messages per day, with the same title and text 
as the other churches. Message 1 by Pr Sopheak (younger)/Pr Thaven 
(older), Message 2 and 3 by Sis Boon Choo (younger)/myself (older), and 
Message 4 by Pr John (younger)/Pr Rotha (older). In between the 
messages, there was a 15-minute snack time and a 5-minute 
Singspiration when Sis Boon Choo led them to sing the theme song.  
 
The children had a combined craft session on the 
first day. By God’s grace, Sis Jyh Cheau (with a 
sore-throat) led the children to make their oil 
lamps. Thank God for all the helpers, both young 
and old. The True Faith VBS helpers were 
mainly youths with the exception of Uncle Sreng, 
an elderly member who took leave from work to 
serve. Thank God for his encouraging example.  
 
The first day of the VBS ended with lunch for the children. Thank God 
for the active contribution of the True Faith helpers during the 
evaluation we had after lunch. It encouraged my heart to see the youths 
so actively serving the Lord and so ready to improve their service. Some 
may be going to Phnom Penh or Sihanoukville for their further studies 
soon. May God help them to be useful for Him wherever they may be. 
 
After the evaluation, Pr Rotha helped us to improve our Khmer 
pronunciation in preparation for our song presentation the following day. 
Pr John and family arrived in time to join us for dinner with Pr Rotha and 
family. We had a blessed time of fellowship and ended our day with night 
devotion led by Bro Eric. 
 
There was a slight drizzle the following morning but it stopped by the 
time we arrived at True Faith. The children had an enjoyable time of 
games led by Bro Chan Dara. After the last message, Pr John, Bro Eric 
and Sis Saron each took a group for Gospel sharing using the Gospel 
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gloves before the VBS ended at about 11.30am with prize presentation 
and group photo-taking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank God for all the children He brought to hear the Word taught 
during Lively Hope VBS and True Faith VBS, and also for the opportunity 
He gave us to serve together. It was most encouraging to see our 
missionaries come together to help one another and to serve together 
during the three VBS. May the Lord continue to help our missionaries to 
encourage and support one another, and to help one another be better 
used by the Lord, for His glory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday morning, before leaving Kampot, we caught sight of a 
rainbow. It was a reminder of God’s mercy and grace to undeserving 
mankind, and of His promises that never fail. Thank God for the work He 
is doing through our churches in Cambodia. Even as we teach the children 
to prepare for Jesus' soon return, may the Lord also help us to prepare 
ourselves for His return by serving Him faithfully. 
 
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). May the 
Lord bless the teaching of His Word during the VBS, and be merciful to 
save those who are still outside His kingdom.  

 
*********************** 
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 KIDS’ CORNER: 

“A WORKM AN APPROVED UNTO GOD!” 
BY NG BOON CHOO 

Dear children, God has given us His precious Word - The Bible. It is a 
special book because it is the very Word of the One living and true God. 
This inspired Word “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Since it is 
such an important and precious book, do you know it well?  
 
In 2 Timothy 2:15, Apostle Paul charged young Timothy to “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  
  
 
Complete the following crossword puzzle by answering  the questions 
based on 2 Timothy 2:15. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           2 Down      

       2  Across A S       

   4 Down   3 Down        

   L    W         

 1  Across A             

                

                

          1 Down     

          B       
4  Across M                

                 

                 

       3  Across M        



49 

 

  
[DOWN] 

1 Down: “The Word of Truth” refers to the B__________.  
2 Down: Every believer is commanded by God to s___________ the 
Bible. 
3 Down: Apostle Paul compared the student of God’s Word to a 
w______________. 
4 Down: A workman is one who l____________, so hard work is implied 
in the study of God’s Word. 
 
[ACROSS] 

1 Across: The student of God’s Word wants to please God / be 
a____________ of God. 
2 Across: The approved workman need not be a____________ because 
he is faithfully doing his duty. 
3 Across: To rightly divide the Word of Truth is to draw out correct 
m__________ of God’s Word. 
4 Across: We need to study God’s Word and know it well so that we will 
be ready to serve Him and be His little m___________________.   
 

 
2 Timothy 2:15 is not only for pastors like Timothy but it is for every 
believer. Dear children, you do not need to wait until you are grown-up to 
be God’s approved workman! You can start now to learn how to rightly 
divide the word of truth. How?  
 
Have you been reading your Bible every day? Do you strive to obey God’s 
Word? Are you attentive whenever God’s Word is being preached or 
taught to you (eg. during Sunday Worship and Junior Sunday School)? If 
you cannot understand what you hear or read, do you ask your parents, 
pastor or teachers for help? Do you faithfully do the homework which 
your Sunday School teachers give you? Do you set aside time to study 
the Bible on your own free time (or with your parents, if you are very 
young)? All the time and effort you spend on studying your Bible is never 
wasted. Be a faithful student of God’s Word that you may be His 
unashamed and approved workman! 
 

************************ 

 
 

      [Answer on page 50] 
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Answer: 

 

          2 Down      

       2  Across A S H A M E D  

   4 Down   3 Down  T      

   L    W   U      

 1  Across A P P R O V E D      

   B    R   Y      

   O    K         

   U    M   1 Down     

   R    A   B       
4  Across M I S S I O N A R I E S     

          B       

          L       

       3  Across M E A N I N G  
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