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FOREWORD 

This issue of Shine Forth is entitled ‘Constrained by the Love of Christ.’ 

It is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:14. This verse causes us to re-examine 

our heart whether our motivation for the souls of men is constrained by 

the love of Christ. Anyone with such a love will be willing to sacrifice or 

suffer in order that the gospel of Christ be proclaimed and brought to 

the hands of sinners who are still outside of God’s kingdom.  

 

Being ‘Constrained by the Love of Christ’ is what we all need today. Have 

we truly understood how we received the love, grace and mercy of God? 

If we do, then we are left with no excuse not to share the love of Christ 

with others. We seem to always try ways and means to keep ourselves 

busy with all other things so that we can give ‘good’ excuses for not 

witnessing for the Lord. We prefer to remain silent and pray that God 

will use someone else more eloquent and qualified to bring His message 

of salvation. Moses gave the same excuses (see Exodus 4:10-17) and God 

was angry with him for that. God has promised to give us confidence and 

power to do His work. We can rest assured that He will not leave us to 

do His work alone. 

 

We have a ringing command from the Lord to share the gospel, for men 

are dying without Him day by day. The love of Christ should compel us to 

obey Him as He leads us to opportunities to share each day. Let us 

always be ready to share the Good News. 

 

This issue contains the testimony of Xiao Wei, Eileen and Thaven of how 

the Lord has called them to the ministry they are serving in now. There 

are  also  reports  on  the  Cambodia  missions,  as  well  as  stories  of 

dedicated missionaries in the past to encourage our hearts. Enjoy your 

reading and may you be constrained by the love of Christ to be a faithful 

Christian witness for Christ till He returns. Amen.    

         In Christ’s love, 

         Rev Dennis Kwok 

         TMS Chairman 
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A WORD FROM OUR ADVISOR, REV DR QUEK S UAN  YEW: 

“CONST RAINED BY T HE LOVE OF CHRIST” 

The fear of God keeps us from sinning and the love of Christ constrains us 

to keep on serving regardless of the circumstances and consequences. 

These two truths are the two sides of the same coin in every believer’s 

life. The presence of the fear of God without the love of Christ makes 

the believer a cowering and fearful individual serving only like a servant in 

fear of being punished if he does not serve well. The presence of the love 

of Christ only, without the fear of God, makes the believer a hypocritical 

servant of God, like a son who thinks his father will never punish 

regardless of how he behaves because he is his father’s son. However, 

when the two are combined, the believer serves like a son filled with love 

for his father. That is why the motive of being constrained by the love of 

Christ in service is so crucial and indispensable in the life of every 

believer. What then is this love of Christ? 
 

This phrase is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:14 (KJV) “For the love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead.” The apostle Paul explained to the church in Corinth 

why he and his fellow workers served the Lord without complaint even 

though they faced tremendous resistance and persecution. They knew 

that they had to appear before the Lord one day to give an account to 

Him for what they did on this earth. Therefore, they laboured 

tirelessly; whether the believers saw them or not, it did not matter 

because they knew that the Lord sees. They had to stand before Him 

and no one else on the day of judgement. They knew that the Lord is no 

respecter of persons, thus the apostle Paul and his co-labourers worked 

hard to persuade men to live holy lives and to turn away from sin. Others 

attacked their character by saying that they were out of their minds; 

Paul argued that it is for God to judge. Others who said that they were 

of sound mind, received blessing and benefit. Be that as it may, 

regardless of the attitude and evaluation of man and knowing that they 

would be judged by God one day, Paul emphasized that it is the love of 

Christ that constrained them. 
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This love is Agape Love which is the love that is given by God to every 

believer at the time of conversion (Romans 5:5). Agape love is a 

sacrificial love whereby the believer serves with great sacrifice. The 

sacrifices include the loss of all personal rights, personal freedom and 

even his life. There is no murmuring and complaining even when no one 

appreciates him. The reason is that this Agape love is not only sacrificial, 

it is also unconditional. The believer serves like a slave expecting nothing 

in return. He gives his life and would “sacrifice” his family and freedom 

for the cause of Christ and blessings of mankind, expecting no 

recognition and not even a word of thanks. It would be well with his soul. 

Since every believer has this love from God, he has no legitimate excuse 

not to exercise this love and to let this love of God cover every area of 

his life. His relationship with his spouse and children, friends, even his 

enemies, colleagues at work, members in church, and God Himself must 

be based on this Agape love. That is why it is called the love of Christ. It 

is the love that Christ gives and the love that Christ showed us when He 

died for us. This is the love that every 

believer has and must be the 

motivation for every service.  
 

The word “constraineth” has the idea 

of continuously constraining the 

believer’s heart because it is in the 

present tense. The believer cannot say 

that he was constrained by Christ’s 

love as a student and now that he is an 

adult working in the world, he does not 

have to be constrained by Christ’s love 

anymore! This must never be the 

thinking. The believer is to be 

constrained by Christ’s love all his 

days regardless of his age or the different phases of his life. The 

reason is that he must never stop serving God. The word “constrain” 

means “to hold together lest it falls into pieces.” The believer must 

always hold this love of Christ in his heart so that whatever happens to 

him or his life, he will not fall into pieces. The temptation of every 

 

 

   For the love of 
Christ con-

straineth us; For the love 
of Christ con- straineth us; 
For the love of Christ  
constra eth us; For the 

love of Christ constraineth 
us; For the love of Christ  

constraineth  
us;  
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believer is to be seen of man after a life of service. To succumb to this 

temptation will result in pride and sin. The love of the family could also 

be another problem that will cripple the serving believer. The love of 

Christ must supersede the love of family; or rather, the love of the 

family must be based upon the love of Christ. Therefore, he will love 

Christ above everyone in his family, like Abraham who sacrificed his son 

Isaac when the Lord asked him to. The Lord asks us to do the same 

every day of our lives! 
  

The logical reason given by the apostle Paul is that if Jesus Christ has 

died for us, how can we, who have accepted Christ as our Lord and 

Saviour, be constrained by any other motivation other than the love of 

Christ? There can never be in the believer’s life a replacement 

motivation that is greater or better than the love of Christ! This being 

the case, it is paramount that no fulltime servant should ever say or even 

think that he has given up his high paying job to go into the fulltime 

ministry. If he ever thinks that, then he is a proud servant who will one 

day hurt the flock of Christ. Or, if one who serves the Lord thinks that 

the Lord cannot do without him, this means that he does not understand 

what it means to be a Christian, and he had better examine his own 

salvation. Whosoever serves the Lord all the days of his life on earth, 

constrained by the love of Christ, should and can only say that he is just 

an unworthy servant after all that Christ has done for him.  
 

There can be only one motivation for every believer’s service. This 

motivation is the love of Christ!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************ 
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ARTICLE: 

“A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM CAREY ”  

BY CHARLES SANG 

William Carey (1761-1834), the “Father of the 

Modern Missions” was born to Edmund Carey, a 

schoolmaster in Paulerspury. This gave him the 

opportunity to receive education which was 

difficult to come by except for the rich. He 

loved to make discoveries of nature and thus 

was thrilled with the adventures of the new 

worlds by Colombus and Captain Cook. 
 

At 17, he chose shoemaking as his trade due  

to its promising future. Providentially, he 

became the apprentice to Clarke Nicholls of 

Piddington who was also a strict churchman with great spiritual 

reputation. Initially his master’s spiritual qualities did not go well with 

Carey for he was still unregenerated. Carey’s deep need for the Saviour 

only came after he felt convicted of his sin when he cheated on his 

master. He began to attend some of the services of the Non-

Conformists at Hacklecton due to the influence of his fellow apprentice, 

John Warr. He was finally led to Christ by Warr.  
 

As a new man, Nicholls’ books, which he formerly disliked, became a great 

source of his knowledge. He taught himself Latin, Hebrew, Greek, Dutch 

and French. With his in-depth study of the scriptures and with guidance of 

spiritual men, he grew fast spiritually and in the knowledge of God’s Word.   
 

One book which caught Carey’s attention was Captain Cook’s Voyages. 

This book of thrilling adventures was used by God to awaken his soul of 

the many dying unevangelised sinners at the South Seas and coasts of 

New Zealand.1 In 1785, Carey was invited to be a preacher of a Baptist 

Church. Missions was always on his mind. However, the thought of 

William Carey,  
a missionary to India 
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sending missionaries was just “impossible” and unimaginable to the 

Northampton Baptist Association which his church belonged. The 

ministers in this group believed that the Great Commission (Matthew 

28:18-20) was only for the Apostles of Christ. Thus Carey laboured 

toward arousing the church to fulfill the Commission. His love and 

concern for the lost was clear for all to see for “none heard him pray 

without making intercession of Cook’s 

islands.” 2  
 

Carey’s desire for missions caused him  to be 

sternly rebuked, “Young man, sit down, sit 

down! You’re an enthusiast. When God 

pleases to convert the heathen, He’ll do it 

without consulting you or me....”3  This 

experience however gave him more zeal and 

concern for the dying sinners. He wrote an 

Enquiry where he demonstrated the Great 

Commission as a command for the whole 

church age. He also included in it his survey 

for world missions, its challenges and  

implementations, some maps as well as the 

total population in each place.4   
 

As he laboured, the Lord confirmed the 

work through the fervent prayers for 

church revival as well as the spread of the 

Gospel which was sweeping the Baptist churches.5 This Enquiry 
accompanied by his message on Isaiah 54:2-3 entitled “Expect great 

things from God. Attempt great things for God” led to an immediate 

formation of “a Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen” 

in 1792. This later became known as “The Baptist Missionary Society” 

which is still in existence today. 
 

The Society sent Dr John Thomas with Carey and his family to India on 

June 13, 1793. Carey’s love for Christ and the lost souls was testified by 

William Carey wrote 
this pamphlet as a call 

to all Christians to 
engage in missions 
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him going to India even though his wife initially refused to follow him. 

They settled soon at Calcutta and Carey began the missionary work with 

much enthusiasm.   
 

However, many problems soon began to set in. Financial, housing, health 

and other social struggles saw his wife Dorothy degenerated from a loss 

of joy into a permanent deranged mind. Nonetheless, Carey endured all 

these problems and laid his full trust in God. He planted many Gospel 

preaching stations in the Indian villages in the first seven years of his 

ministry though no fruit was seen. It was a hard ground. But at last, 

Krishna, one of the natives, believed, in addition to a few early European 

settlers. This convert was followed by many others throughout Carey’s 

ministry.  
 

Carey believed that the translating of the Bible into native tongues is an 

important part of missions work. As a result, as soon as he arrived, he 

began this outstanding work. He established a printing press with the help 

of William Ward at Serampore, his missionary base. By the time of his 

death, Carey had translated the whole or parts of the scriptures to at 

least thirty five languages! Remarkably, Carey was even appointed the 

Professor of Bengal in the English college at Calcutta. As a result, the 

cause of Christ continued to spread further.  

 

Carey also fought many social evils of his days from within and without. 

One of these social evils was the practice of widow burning (Sati) at the 

death of her husband. Due to his efforts, the British government finally 

ordered a total ban of such heinous acts. 
 

Moreover, Carey demonstrated his love for the Lord by his surrender 

and desire that his children would serve as missionaries in India. He 

expressed, “He would rather hear Felix losing his life in the cause of the 

Gospel than see him quit his station.”6 He also said of Jabez that “he 

would rather have Jabez a missionary than Chief Justice of Bengal.”7   
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In conclusion, all of Carey’s 

achievements for the Kingdom of 

God were only made possible by his 

love for the Lord. Carey lived to 

fulfil his slogan, “Expect great 

things from God. Attempt great 

things for God.” As such, he rightly 

earned the title “Father of Modern 

Missions.”  

 

Due to his Enquiry and exemplary work, many individual believers and 

churches were stirred to engage in missions. Despite these great 

achievements in his forty years of ministry, he was a humble man. He 

requested the following words be written on his tomb stone; “A 

wretched, poor and helpless worm, On Thy kind arms I fall.” Carey was 

called home on July 9, 1834.  
 

May the Love of Christ constrain us to serve our Lord with zeal and 

faithfulness.   

 

*******************************  

 

Endnotes:  

1 S. Pearce Carey, William Carey (London: The Wakeman Trust, 2008), 34-35. 
2 Ibid., 36. 
3 Ibid., 47.  
4 Daniel Webber, William Carey and the Missionary Vision (Edinburgh: The   

   Banner of Truth Trust, 2005), 20-30.  
5 Ibid., 16-7. 
6 Carey, 278.  
7 Ibid., 303. 

 

 

“Expect great things 

from God. Attempt 

great things for God”  

-- William Carey 
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ARTICLE: 

“BIOGRAPHY OF MARY SLESSOR,  

A MISSIONARY TO AFRICA ” BY KAREN LEE  

(Based on the book Mary Slessor: Forward into Calabar by Janet & 

Geoff Benge) 

 

Mary Slessor (1848-1915) was a pioneer 

missionary to Calabar, modern-day 

Nigeria, in Western Africa. Born in 

Aberdeen, Scotland, the red-headed 

Scottish girl was the second eldest of a 

family of seven children. A “wild lassie”, 

whom she recalled herself to be before 

her conversion, Mary Slessor would later 

direct her unrestrained and intense zeal 

into the work of the Lord, such that 

nothing could prevent her from going 

further into the interiors of the Calabar 

region to reach the lost with the life-

changing Gospel of Christ. While her fiery red hair had often caused the 

natives, blinded by superstition, to mistake it as fire burning on her 

head, it was not the fire burning on her head that brought her to these 

unreached, and often treacherous tribes. It was the fire that burnt 

fiercely in her heart that propelled her forward into Calabar, even into 

its deep interiors, where no missionaries dared to tread. With a heart 

set aflamed by the love of her Saviour, Mary Slessor was unconstrained 

by circumstances, but constrained only by Christ’s love. 
 

Unconstrained by Circumstances 

If there was anything that could prevent Mary Slessor from serving God 

in foreign missions, it had to be the circumstances that she was in. With 

the demise of her older brother, Mary soon took his place as the eldest 

child of the Slessor family. After her father’s shoemaking business 

Mary Slessor,  
a missionary to Calabar, 

modern-day Nigeria 
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failed, the family moved to Dundee, hoping that it would give Mr Slessor 

better work opportunities. They had to put up with the small living 

quarter, and living conditions were so poor that disease soon claimed the 

lives of Mary’s two sisters. But what made their life most difficult was 

to have their father returned drunk in the nights, lashing out on them 

and their mother, and spending every pay check he received from his 

new job on alcohol, leaving the family often times in destitution. Mr 

Slessor soon lost his job, and Mary had to give up opportunity to go to 

school to care for her siblings while her mother worked to support the 

family. Soon, the 11-year-old Mary had to join her mother in the mill 

factory in order to earn enough to keep the family together. 
 

Despite the circumstances that Mary was in, she never allowed them to 

defeat or limit her, but faced every hostility of life right in the eye. 

When God graciously granted her the opportunity to study part-time 

through her job in the mill factory, Mary Slessor never let her duties at 

home or in the factory hinder her learning, but made the most of every 

opportunity she had to learn how to read. It was the learning received 

from the mill school that enabled her to read Bible passages, as well as 

missionary reports about Calabar on her own, and later, to teach Sunday 

School lessons. While Mary stood unflinchingly in the face of life’s 

adversities, fear of hell fire nevertheless drove her to a saving faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and she found in God a Heavenly Father. 
 

Mary Slessor was also not constrained by circumstances in her early 

Christian witness. Once she was being confronted by bullies who tried to 

stop her from teaching the Bible. It was told that she remained still 

even as a metal piece was swung toward her, closer with each swing, even 

cutting her face with its razor-sharp edges. When they failed to get 

Mary to give up her Bible teaching, they attended her lesson instead, and 

one of her tormentors came out of the class a Christian. 
 

Constrained Only by Christ’s Love 

Mary Slessor had long heard about Calabar from the missionary stories 

that her godly mother told them. Since women missionaries were uncommon 

during her days, Mary had cherished hopes of following in the footsteps of 
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David Livingstone, a Scottish missionary to Africa, by assisting her brother 

in the mission work when he grew up. This was, however, made impossible 

with the death of her last surviving brother. Nevertheless, her brother’s 

death and her dashed hope did not remove her desire. 
 

Mary’s desire to bring the gospel to the heathen, like David Livingstone, 

caused her to pray the prayer he did, to “go forward” with regard to 

God’s call. This she did, despite the difficulties of her situation, and how 

the family had slowly become dependent on her for income. God, in 

answer to her prayer, made a way for her to serve Him in the mission 

field with her mother’s blessings, and specifically to Calabar, the place 

of her desire. After three months of teachers’ training, Mary was ready 

to set sail for Africa in the year 1876. 
 

Before Mary set sail for Africa, she had been warned that Africa was a 

hard mission field, and Calabar the hardest of all. She had been told 

that Africa was a “white man’s grave” and only one in every five 

missionaries survived the first four years in the mission fields. She had 

also heard of how “wild animals lurked along pathways, mysterious 

diseases struck people dead overnight, and natives dressed in wild 

costumes roaming the jungles and killing at will”.  However all these did 

not deter Mary. It caused her to be more convinced that she should be 

going to Calabar. To one who would try to dissuade her, Mary has only 

this to say, “Calabar is a post of honor. Since few missionaries volunteer 

for that section, I wish to go because my 

Master needs me there the most.”   
 

Not only was Mary determined to serve 

in Calabar, she was also determined to 

venture into its interiors, where no white 

person had been before. Despite 

warnings about the dangers and how most 

tribes would kill outsiders on sight, Mary 

knew in her hearts that the people who 

would do so were the very people who 

needed the Gospel message to be 

brought to them the most.  
 

Map of Calabar 
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True to what she had heard, Calabar showed the darkest side of nature 

and man. Sickness, disease and swift death attacked many foreign 

missionaries. The natives there were considered to be the most 

degraded of humanity, practising many brutal and barbaric traditions 

deeply rooted in superstition, showing no value for life.  
 

Christ’s love brought Mary Slessor to the African people whom she 

desired to reach with the Gospel of Christ, and for whom she was 

determined to live and to die. Forsaking the comfort and safety of a 

mission house, Mary Slessor chose to live with the natives so that she 

may better minister to them. With the same unyielding courage, she 

demonstrated in the earlier part of her life, Mary battled fearlessly 

against barbaric practices of the tribes, and sought to bring them out of 

their superstition with the life-giving Gospel of Christ. The same 

courage also caused her to venture inland, even that of the Okoyong 

territory, which was considered the most savage of all Calabar, and to do 

so alone in the year 1888. Sickness had caused Mary to return home to 

Scotland on several accounts, but they never once prevented her from 

returning to Africa, to continue her work among the people. On January 

13, 1915, God called Mary home from her labours after she fell gravely ill 

in a small mud hut in the village of Use. 
 

Constrained by the love of Christ, Mary Slessor left her homeland and 

her loved ones to labour in love 

for thirty-nine years among 

people who had never heard of 

Christ’s love. To these people 

who never knew love, Mary 

Slessor brought to them the 

love of Christ — a love that was 

not only able to change their 

lives here on earth, but also 

their lives eternally. 

 
************************ 

 

Mary Slessor with the children 
whom she rescued and adopted 
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ARTICLE: 

BOOK REVIEW OF “THE LIFE AND DIARY 

OF DAVID BRAINERD”  BY NG BOON CHOO 

David Brainerd would not be as well-known as 

he is today without this book. This book has 

two sections. The first section contains “The 

Life and Diary of David Brainerd,” which is in 

essence  built  around  Brainerd’s  personal 

diary.  Brainerd  wrote  them,  not  with  an 

intention for publication. Before his death, 

Brainerd entrusted this diary to the eminent 

Rev Jonathan Edwards to do what this close 

friend deemed “would be most for God’s glory 

and the interest of religion.” In the end, 

Jonathan  Edwards  edited  Brainerd’s  diary 

and published it two years after Brainerd’s death. Readers would be able 

to  distinguish  Brainerd’s  writings  from  Edward’s  summaries  or 

commentaries for the former was indented while the latter was printed 

across the full width of the page.  Every page revealed Brainerd's 

innermost thoughts and also his life-long spiritual battles.  

 

The second  half  of  the  book  is  collectively  called  “Mr  Brainerd’s 

Journal.” It is a consolidation of various journals which Brained wrote 

for the organization known as the “Honourable Society in Scotland for 

Propagating Christian Knowledge.” This was the agency which tasked him 

to the work, and so Brainerd wrote this as a sort of ministry report. 

Through it, the reader would be able to follow closely the development 

of  his  work among the  Indians and  learn of  the many trials  and 

difficulties which he faced as he carried out this pioneering work. On 

many occasions, Edward made cross references, asking readers of the 
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diary to read certain entries of the journal. So reading the first section 

without the second section would be incomplete. 

  

David Brainerd was born in 1718 and died at the age of 29. The cause of 

his death was “consumption” which today we call Tuberculosis. Although 

he died at such a young age, his life shined brightly for God. Brainerd 

had such a close walk with God that in my opinion few can match. His 

deep desire to glorify and please God every moment of his life would put 

many Christians to shame. 

 

Part one of his diary gave an account of his family background and how 

he was saved. Born into a Christian family, he delighted more in 

performance of duties than true religion. He could not understand what 

faith was or appreciate faith alone as the condition of salvation. When 

he found that he could not comply with God’s law, he looked instead for 

something which he could do to bring him to Christ. Such was his 

miserable state before God “revealed” Himself to him. From that day 

onwards, Brainerd was transformed. God became Brainerd’s delight and 

to glorify Him became the primary aim of his life.  

 

There are plenty of lessons which we can learn from his life and 

ministry, but I would like to share with you some things which struck me 

the most about his life.  

 

1) God was at the center of his life. This was evident in how he 

walked with God as a Christian and how he conducted his ministry 

as a missionary. As a child of God, Brainerd repeatedly expressed 

his longings for God and His holiness in his diary. He enjoyed 

communion with God and would set aside time for secret prayer 

and fasting regularly. “Sweet” and “refreshing” were some of the 

words he used to describe his devotional time. God and His 

precious Word were his constant thoughts too for they were the 

sources of his joy and strength. As a minister of God, he was 

especially conscious of God’s assistance in his ministry. Although 
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God used him to lead many Indians to salvation, he refused to 

claim any personal credit and consciously gave God the full glory. 

On the contrary, he would grieve over how little he has done for 

God. How he longed to spend and be spent for God. “That we might 

not outlive our usefulness” was his prayer and may it be ours too. 

 

2)  Brainerd had a great 

burden for the lost in 

g e n e r a l  a n d  i n 

particularly for the 

Indians whom he 

ministered to. This 

would be clearly seen 

through the many 

prayers he made to 

God for them. How he 

desired to see God’s Kingdom   enlarge. He did it, not for selfish 

reasons but for love towards the lost and the love of God that His 

name would be glorified. To be a missionary to the Indians was a 

very tough work. This was because Indians were prejudiced against 

the Christian faith and also the places they lived were not so 

accessible. Brainerd had to travel on horseback through 

wilderness, over rough terrain and in foul weather, but those 

things did not stop him. Neither did disappointments, loneliness, 

weariness or his perpetual poor health. Brainerd preached to the 

Indians until his tuberculosis made it impossible for him to carry 

on. He was 28 years old then. Although very ill, he continued to 

serve God in ways that he could. Even on the day before he died, 

he still showed concern for the work of the ministry. Brainerd was 

truly a faithful servant of God till the end.  

 

This 365 page-book is among one of the best that I have ever read and 

would highly encourage and recommend you to read too.  

 

************************ 

Brainerd preaching to the Indians 
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POEM: 

“ONLY ONE LIFE”  BY CHARLES THOMAS STUDD, MISSIONARY 

TO CHINA, INDIA, AND AFRICA 

Two little lines I heard one day, Traveling along life's busy way; 

Bringing conviction to my heart, And from my mind would not depart; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 

Then, in 'that day' my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgment seat; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better choice 

Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God's holy will to cleave; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, a few brief years, Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears; 

Each with its clays I must fulfill, living for self or in His will; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

When this bright world would tempt me sore,  

When Satan would a victory score; 

When self would seek to have its way, Then help me Lord with joy to say; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Give me Father, a purpose deep, In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; 

Faithful and true what e'er the strife, Pleasing Thee in my daily life; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Oh let my love with fervor burn, And from the world now let me turn; 

Living for Thee, and Thee alone, Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, yes only one, Now let me say, “Thy will be done”; 

And when at last I'll hear the call, I know I'll say "'twas worth it all"; 

Only one life, 'twill soon be past, Only what's done for Christ will last. 

 

************************ 
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Since we have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, why do we not just trust 

Him to lead us through? God’s will is always above and greater than our will. 

Since He saved us, should not our lives be turned to serve Him instead?  
 

I thank God for His mercy and grace which granted me faith and 

strength to serve Him for more than a year in 

Kampot, after returning to Cambodia from my 

studies in FEBC. By God’s providential hand, this 

ministry grew gradually. I believe that without the 

prayer support of faithful brethren, this ministry 

would have failed. We need one another as we serve 

God together. Even though we are not serving 

physically along side each other, we are all part of 

God’s work in bringing lost souls to Christ.   
 

I would like to thank you for praying for the 

ministry in our church. Thank God for the children who just started 

coming to True Gospel B-P Church every Sunday and the two new adults 

coming to hear the Gospel frequently. Please do keep them in your 

prayers. May you be encouraged to keep drawing nearer to God.  
 

No matter where we serve, God is the one who enables us to do His 

Great Commission which He has given to each one of us. In the ministry, 

it is not smooth sailing all the time. There would be struggles and 

hindrances which may weaken our convictions to serve God. But I am sure 

that God wants us to face these trials so that we may learn to persevere 

on for the extension of His kingdom.  
 

Please remember to pray for the ministerial work in Kampot and 

especially for Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha and their families. Pray that God may 

grant them the wisdom, strength and faithfulness in their ministries. 

TESTIMONY: 

“WHEREVER HE  LEADS I WILL GO”  
BY KIET THAVEN 

Kiet Thaven 
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Uphold us before the throne of grace that we may not forget to live our 

lives for Christ’s sake. Indeed we are in the world but not of the world. 

Let us not waver but trust in our Lord Jesus Christ who will surely deliver 

us.  
 

I am pleased that I can have the opportunity to serve Him full-time. The 

work and life of a minister are not 

easy for there are many hardships, 

but it is worth it when we see the 

Gospel being preached and ministered 

to the people in Kampot, be it children 

or adults. God’s Word has the power 

to change lives. Thank God for calling 

us to be His messengers. This is not 

by choice, but  God’s will. 
 

I am thankful to God who put me in 

charge of the young people in True 

Gospel B-P Church. It is a big 

challenge to minister to young people. Some youths may have been 

coming to church and hearing the Gospel  many times, but they continued 

to be superstitious. At times, I cannot help feeling disappointed and 

heavy hearted although I know that I have done my part. But all are in 

God’s hands. As a new full-time worker in True Gospel B-P Church, I am 

learning to submit and surrender to God’s will. Putting the Lord first is 

the best solution in all things.  
 

I thank God for bringing me back to FEBC to further my studies. I thank 

God for every aspect of my life which He has seen me through. Thank 

you for praying for me. God is so good. By His grace and tender mercies, 

He watches over His children. Finally, I want to encourage you, and 

myself included, to carry on with the work of God whether we be weak or 

strong, let us do it only for our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 

************************ 

Thaven (second from the 
right) having fellowship with 

members after church service 
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TESTIMONY: 

“HIS WAY IS PERFECT” BY EILEEN CHEE 

In my first semester 

as a full-time student 

in FEBC, I already fell 

in love with the 

college. I could not 

really explain what it 

was that stirred up 

such affections in me 

for the college. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I 

enjoyed the studies 

very much - the fact that I could just dive myself into the various 

disciplines without any distractions from without; I enjoyed the duties 

too because I just learnt so many things, from peeling potatoes, cleaning 

and wiping and even things about myself; I also enjoyed the times of 

fellowship with fellow students - people who had a genuine desire to 

serve God and study His word diligently. At that time, I did not know 

what I would do after graduation but I thought to myself often as I 

gazed out from my room window, surveying the college grounds how nice 

it would be if I could help in any way in this place which God was using to 

nurture me in every way. 
 

In the semesters that followed, responsibility after responsibility piled 

up as academic workload increased. Admonitions from the matron were 

also on the rise. There were also personal struggles to deal with. Though 

life was getting tougher, thank God for the constant supply of joy and 

strength to my heart to simply endure them.  I am also much thankful to 

Mrs Tow for her timely and kind reminders that life is not easy and that 

there are many things to learn as we do not know where God will lead us 

to serve Him. Indeed, there truly is never an end to what I should be 

learning about life and people. Therefore, every task assigned and fallen 

into my hands must not be despised even though they might seem 

mundane or insignificant in the wider fields of God's work. 

Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) 
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The last semester of every FEBC student is always the most trying one. 

Other than trying to finish up theses and exegetical papers, there is 

another greater agony, and that is the ascertaining of one's future 

ministry after graduation. At this time, Mrs Tow offered me the option 

to serve in FEBC and told me to pray about it. So I prayed about it the 

whole time, during which I was not able to complete my thesis, and I had 

to take two more semesters to write this almost impossible paper. I  

understood in the extra year I took, that God had much to work within 

my heart and mind before my actual commencement. Something must be 

settled about my spiritual life and God took care of that in this year of 

special training.   
 

At the same time, FEBC was facing a severe trial. Her future was 

suddenly bleak, in our human eyes. The threats that came, the unfair 

treatment of FEBC, false accusations etc were causing much distress. It 

was in this context I thought to myself that since I was given an 

opportunity to help FEBC, then I should take it and help my alma mater 

even if this means dismissing my own dreams. Since I said I love FEBC 

(as God has so clearly led me here and as long as she is on the Lord's 

side), then I really cannot leave her in the lurch.  

 

Furthermore, God has somehow prospered me here in terms of how I 

could be a help to Mrs Tow. I am certainly not the best person ever but 

I saw God's providential hand in enabling me to relieve some of Mrs 

Tow's burdens. Surely it is one of God's ways of showing me His will 

where I should go after I graduate!  

 

I still could not confirm what was growing in my heart. I needed 

something more sure and it was here that I turned to God's word. I was 

a bit worried as to how God would show it to me through His word, but I 

still prayed that He would enlighten me on this. It was surely not a 

coincidence that I was leading a Bible study on Ruth with some of the 

girls in my church. I was preparing my lesson on another chapter, and I 

decided to read from the first chapter again. My eyes fell on this verse 
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“...for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:” (Ruth 1:16) Not only 

does this verse teach us about the godly loyalty of Ruth to Naomi, it also 

teaches how Ruth knew that it was God's will for her to follow Naomi to 

Bethlehem even though it was miles away from her homeland. Ruth learnt 

about the Lord Jehovah through Naomi, and since Naomi was going to a 

place where she could fully worship God and serve Him, Bethlehem was 

the choice for her.  
 

I am not Ruth, but like her, I 

wanted to be found in a place 

where God is and there will I 

serve Him. God has shown 

through history (in Rev Tow's 

writings) and even in the 

present trial, that FEBC is 

HIS work, not man's and 

that He is ever with FEBC. In 

addition, I learnt very much 

from Mrs Tow what it means 

to be a true servant of God 

from her own life and 

counsel as she has given her 

entire life to God to labour 

and toil for this college. 

Hence, with this passage and thought in mind, I thanked God that He has 

shown me where I ought to be after my graduation. 

 

************************ 

 

 

Mrs Ivy Tow (left) and Eileen (right) 
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 TESTIMONY: 

“HOW  GOD LED ME TO MY PRESENT 

MINIST RY”  BY HO XIAO WEI 
It is amazing how the Lord leads a person to where He wants him to be. 

Where I am serving today, I never expected to be, when God called me 

to serve Him full-time about 4 years ago. I thank God for the three 

years of theological training I received at the Far Eastern Bible College 

(FEBC), and I thank God for the support of Truth B-P Church throughout 

those years, be it financially or through the prayers of the members. 

When I reflect on the recent years of my life, I can see how lousy I 

was, how self-centered I was and how I had the wrong priorities in life 

when I first began my full-time studies at FEBC. I thank God for how He 

has changed me and shaped me, how He has put trials and situations in 

my life with a purpose of purifying me and getting me ready to serve Him 

the way I am today. I do not have any ability of myself, but it is entirely 

the Lord’s grace and mercy upon me that I have the undeserved privilege 

of being used by Him for His service. 
 

Right now, I am serving with Calvary 

Pandan  B-P Church (Calvary Pandan), 

working on a Sunday School Curriculum 

for the Primary level. That is my 

primary area of ministry. Besides 

that, I am also leading a few Bible 

study groups in Calvary Pandan, a 

couple of which are in Mandarin, and 

one other in English. I never expected 

myself to be involved in teaching the 

Bible in Mandarin. Providentially, the Lord has given me the privilege 

of ministering to the Mandarin congregation of Calvary Pandan. 
 

How did God direct me to know that it was His will to serve with Calvary 

Pandan? Towards the end of my studies at FEBC, during my last 

semester, I started to pray more regarding my future ministry. A few 

Xiao Wei (top right) teaching  
a Mandarin Bible Study 
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doors were opened, and I wanted to be sure that I was choosing the 

right path according to God's will. How God has led me to serve with 

Calvary Pandan, to work on a Sunday School Curriculum (SSC) are as 

follows: 
  

1) Need for and Profitability of a Sunday School Curriculum (The Work) 

The Lord has opened my eyes to see the great need for a SSC. Initially, 

part of me thought that it would still be okay to use those developed by 

others, which some of our churches have been using. But one day, I was 

handed some material to help me in my preparation for a lesson to the 

children, and to my horror, the material was full of allegorization, and I 

also saw that other teachers were following it blindly. I thought to 

myself, this cannot continue. We must have our own SSC with sound 

material. If not, our children will slowly be poisoned. 
 

In Mersing during the FEBC Retreat, I talked with Elder Tan Nee Keng, 

and he pointed out to me that a Sunday School Curriculum would be very 

profitable in the mission field. Not only would it benefit those in 

Singapore, those overseas would be blessed by it too. 
 

So, I felt that yes, someone must do a proper Sunday School 

Curriculum,  but was God calling ME to this work? 

  

2) Personal Preparation for developing a Sunday School Curriculum 

(The Worker) 

I reflected on how the Lord has led me to study at FEBC and how He has 

moulded me throughout the three years of my full-time theological 

study. I see that the Lord has put in me a love for children, to have a 

burden for their spiritual well-being and growth. Three years ago, I 

honestly did not like children very much. Not that I hated them, but I 

just did not have any strong affections for them. I never wanted to 

interact much with them. Sometimes, I even found them rather 

irritating. But through these three years, as I taught them more, as I 

knew more about them and interacted with them more, slowly my heart 
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yearns to be a part of their lives, to do what I can to influence their lives 

so that they will learn to love God and grow up to be godly Christian 

children. I want them to have the Word of God drilled so deep into their 

hearts and minds, so that they may know Him, and fear, love and obey only 

Him. I want to share with them and tell them what a wonderful and good 

God we have. I thank God for planting in my heart a love for children. 
 

I thank God also for preparing me in terms of my theological knowledge. 

I thank God that I have been taught sound doctrine and the skills 

needed to interpret the Bible correctly. 
 

I see that God has been preparing me bit by bit, and I am willing for God 

to use me to develop a SSC, but do I have the ability to do so? Although 

I have graduated, I know I still have a lot to learn and need to improve in 

many areas. I know that I still have many weaknesses, and many times, I 

have been fearful. I felt that developing a SSC was too big for me, and I 

did not think I had the ability to do it. Thank God for His assurance that 

if He has really called me to develop a SSC, He will help me to do it. It is 

not by my own strength that I can do anything for God. He is the one 

who will accomplish it. I thank God that developing a SSC curriculum will 

not be by my own individual effort, but God will send resources and 

people to aid. 
 

It has been slightly more than a year since I graduated from FEBC and 

started serving full-time in the ministry. Thus far, God has taught me 

many things, be it through the preparation of Bible studies or through 

the sharings of others who are also in the ministry. Although it can be 

quite tiring physically and mentally at times, I enjoy and love what I am 

doing. I never get sick of the work I am doing. It is so wonderful that I 

can spend so much time studying God’s Word and ministering to others. 

Being called to serve God full-time is one of the greatest privileges in my 

life. May God help me to be a clean vessel for His use as a channel of 

blessing to others. May He help me to be faithful too. Please pray for me 

that I will do my very best for God. 
 

************************ 
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REPORT: 

“QUART ERLY REPORT OF  TRUE GOSPEL  

B-P CHURCH (KAM POT, CAMBODIA)”  
BY PR CHAN  SOPHEAK 

Praise and thank God for putting my family 

and me in the ministry of sharing the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to the people in the 

Kampot province of Cambodia. This is a 

great privilege for us as servants of the 

LORD Jesus Christ.  

 

The ministry of True Gospel Bible 

Presbyterian Church is divided into three 

areas. These three areas of ministry have 

one aim and that is to propagate the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.    
 

Church ministry  

This ministry requires us to go to preach, teach, help, and encourage 

the church members from God’s Word and visit them at their houses. 

Jesus says in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen.” We must obey God’s Word and do according to what 

He has commanded us to do.  

 

Adult Worship Service is held from 9.00 am to 10.30 am. The Sunday 

school has changed from the morning to the afternoon from 3.00 pm to 

4.00 pm. The reason why we changed the time of Sunday school was 

because we needed more time in the morning in between Sunday school 

and Adult Worship Service to fetch the children back home and 

Pr Sopheak and family 
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thereafter, go and fetch 

some of our members for 

Worship.  
 

The prayer meeting is also 

changed from Wednesday 

afternoon to Saturday 

evening. This was a better 

arrangement so that  

more youths can come for 

prayer meeting.  
  

On March 8, 2012, we had a Youth Retreat at the Nataya Resort. On  

May 10, 2012, we had another Youth Retreat at the water fall. The main 

program was Bible study and quiz. During their free time, they enjoyed 

swimming. We thank God that they were encouraged by God’s Word at 

the retreat. We pray that God may raise all these people to carry on 

God’s work in Kampot province, Cambodia. Pray also for their faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Bible School ministry  

This ministry is to help the 

students to improve in their 

knowledge of God’s Word. We 

have five students at the 

present. We study from 

Mondays to Fridays. Every 

Wednesday afternoon, all the 

Bible students and teachers go 

for evangelism. Please continue 

to pray for this ministry.  
 

 

 

True Gospel Sunday School 

A time of thanksgiving with  
the Bible school students 
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English classes  

This ministry is highly effective in reaching out to the children and 

youth. It is also particularly helpful to the needy parents and children. 

The purpose of this ministry is to evangelize to the children who come 

for English classes. We only 

charge those who can afford a low 

monthly fee. Those who cannot 

afford to pay attend lessons for 

free. These classes help the 

children to learn the English 

language which is very useful in 

this present day. We have four 

classes in our church and two 

classes in Andong Khmer, one of 

our new outreaches.  
 

We faced some problems with some of the parents of the youths. For 

unknown reasons, they do not want their children to come for Worship 

Service on Sunday. We tried to talk to them, but it did not work. Please 

remember this item in your prayers.  
 

Finally, I thank God for the church permit for True Gospel B-P Church. 

This permit is extremely important for our church. According to the law 

of the country, every church must have a  permit in order to start a 

worship service legally. We have been praying for a few years, and now 

God has answered our prayers. To all members of Truth B-P Church in 

Singapore, I thank you for supporting us in prayer and finance.  

 

************************ 

One of the English Classes  
in the church 



29 

REPORT: 

“THE MINIST RY OF LIVELY HOPE  B-P 

CHURCH  (SIHANOUKVILLE, CAMBODIA)”  
BY PR JOHN SARAY 

“The Lord has done great things for us; whereof we are glad”  (Psalm 126:3) 

The ministry in Sihanoukville is now in her second year. It is all by God’s 

sustaining grace and strength that she can make Jesus’ name known in 

this sea port city. Because of the prayers and encouragement from our 

Pastor Rev Dennis Kwok and all the brethren in Truth B-P Church, we 

are seeing the results of the Lord’s  working in our ministry.   
 

Firstly, we thank Him for the Christian Family Bible Seminar held on 

January 28, 2012. It was organized for married couples from various 

churches in Sihanoukville. Our Pastor, Rev Dennis, was the speaker. He 

addressed the needs for biblical guidelines in family life. We had a 

blessed time of learning what God has to say about family. Pastor 

Dennis pointed out many principles from the Bible. This seminar is very 

important because Satan’s first target in his campaign to destroy our 

faith is the family. We need to raise the standard and restore the value 

of the Christian family in these last days of confusion. God willing, we 

hope to organize Bible seminars annually in our church for those who 

desire to learn from God’s perfect Word. We also hope that through 

such seminars we are able to introduce the B-P stand and doctrines to 

those outside the B-P circle as well. 
 

On January 29 (Sunday), we celebrated our church’s first anniversary. 

Rev Dennis ministered the Word and administered the Lord’s Supper. 

Praise God for six young people who confessed Christ and received the 

water baptism on that special occasion. Let us remember to pray for 

them that they may bear  good testimonies to their  non-Christian 

families and friends. 

 

Secondly, I thank God for Pastor Dennis and his mission team who 
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visited us in March after the inauguration service of True Faith B-P 

Church in Kampot, in March. We had the opportunity of having Auntie 

Susan Cheong to speak to our English class students in the evening on 

the importance of putting God first in their lives. “They that sow in 
tears shall  reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him (Psalm 126:5, 6).”  I believe that we will see the fruit 

of these labours in God’s timing. We would like to take this opportunity 

to express our gratitude to brothers and sisters at Truth B-P Church. 

Your  presence  is  greatly  appreciated  as  it  gives  us  support  and 

fellowship. May we all be reminded that our labour in the Lord’s vineyard 

is counted regardless whether “big” or “small”  (Mathew 10:42). 
 

Thirdly, I thank God for the Easter Sunday worship service in our 

church in April. I thank God for the opportunity to testify the Good 

news  of  the  resurrected  Lord  to  the  children  and  adults  in  our 

neighborhood. While it is still day and the Gospel door is still opened for 

us to preach Christ in this Buddhist land, may the TMS and Truth B-P 

Church members co-labour together with us, in prayers for wisdom to 

propagate His Gospel on earth. The words of the Apostle Paul are very 

appropriate. “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you (2 

Thessalonians 3:1).” 
 

Fourthly, we would like to testify of the goodness of our God (Psalm 

103:1-2)  for  He  has  answered  our  prayers  regarding  the  church 

registration.  We  have 

learnt  a  lesson  on  the 

importance  of  waiting  on 

the Lord. It took several 

months  before  the 

registration  was  finally 

approved. The licence came 

in  the  form  of  a 

certificate.  This 
Worshippers at Lively Hope B-P Church 
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certificate or church permit has to be 

renewed every two years. With it, we 

can minister God’s Word and start more 

outreaches. 

 

Fifthly,  the  Lord  has  blessed  our 

children’s  ministry  through  evening 

English  classes.  Nearly  every Sunday 

morning  there  are  more  than  50 

children  attending  the  children’s 

worship service.  Lydia with the assistance of her  sister,  Yi  Liang, 

minister to these children week after week. Do pray for understanding 

from our neighbors that as the number of children increases, the noise 

level also rises. As the work expands in the near future, we will need 

more helpers in our ministry.  
 

Lastly, we also would like to thank our God for 

the recent time of spiritual refreshment and 

warm fellowship with brethren of Truth B-P 

Church members at the family church camp at 

Resort Lautan Biru, Mersing. Our family was 

spiritually  recharged  with  the  series  of 

messages on “Fight a good fight of faith” by 

Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. While in Singapore, I 

also went for a medical check up. The good 

news is that  I do not need a nose surgery. 

Using  just  nasal  spray  will  help  curb  my 

problem. I like to thank Dn (Dr) Winston who 

has been so kind to make all the arrangements that made it possible for 

me to see the doctor. I would like to thank all the brethren in the 

church who have been so kind and supportive to our family and our 

ministry. We praise God for your love in action for the Lord and His 

people. May Jesus’ name be praised every minute of our lives! 

 
************************ 

Home Evangelism Ministry 

Pr John Saray  
and family 
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REPORT: 

“REPORT OF  TRUE FAIT H B-P CHURCH , 

MARCH TO JUNE (KAM POT, CAMBODIA)”  
BY PR LIV ROTHA 

There are many things to give thanks to the Lord in this report as 

follows:  

 

Firstly, by the perfect will of God, True Faith 

B-P Church was started early this year. In 

January, Pastor Dennis came to Cambodia. 

Beside coming to conduct a Family Seminar 

and to celebrate the first anniversary of 

Lively Hope B-P Church, his other purpose was 

to see and make the final decision about the 

rental of a house for a new church, True Faith 

B-P Church. Everything went smoothly by the 

grace of God.  
 

Secondly, I give thanks to God that on  

February 4 (Saturday), I was able to sign a 3-

year contract with the house owner. On the same day, my family and I 

moved in. By the grace of God, our moving in went very smoothly. 
 

On February 12, we started our first worship 

service in the new place. There were a number of 

children and a few youths, excluding our family 

and Bro Dara (our helper).  
 

I give thanks for God’s provision through the love 

and support of Truth B-P Church. With their 

prayer and financial support, I was able to get the 

necessary things for the English classes. The 

English classes were started on February 27. 

Pr Rotha and family 

Pr Rotha’s helper,  
Sim Dara 
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There were about 25 students 

who registered. Each student 

is required to pay a small fee.  

 

On March 18, I thank God 

that Rev Dennis Kwok, our 

Pastor, came with some Truth 

members  and one member 

from True Life B-P Church, 

Bro Aik Kean, to attend True 

Faith B-P Church’s inauguration service.  
 

We witnessed how God 

worked in True Faith B-P 

Church in these few months. 

There are more students 

coming to study the English 

language. Classes are 

conducted for both children 

and teens. As a result, two 

teens, a boy and a girl, have 

started coming to our 

church’s adult service. They 

have been coming quite 

regularly. We are slowly reaching out to all these students. It is our 

prayer that the Lord will work in their hearts to cause the gospel seed 

to take root and bear fruit in their lives (Luke 15:7, 10).    
 

Finally, I want to praise God for all the blessings, both spiritual and 

physical, through the support of our Pastor, session, and all members of 

Truth B-P Church. Please pray that the Lord will multiply this work for 

His name’s sake, till He comes again. All glory and honor be to God.     

 

************************              

Pr Rotha teaching in one of  
the English classes 

The children in True Faith B-P Church 
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REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO CAMBODIA, 17 TO 20 

MARCH 2012” BY OOI AIK KEAN (OF TRUE LIFE B-P CHURCH)  

Team members: Rev Dennis Kwok, Martin Cheong, Anthony Cheng, 

Benjamin Yeo, Ooi Aik Kean, Mrs Susan Cheong and Mdm Chan May Ling 
 

Objective: To inaugurate True Faith B-P Church led by Pr Liv Rotha 
 

I thank God for the privilege to join this Cambodia trip organized by 

Truth B-P Church to rejoice with our brethren on the inauguration of 

True Faith B-P Church. I knew Prs Rotha and Sopheak when they were 

students in FEBC. My wife Su Yuan and I have been following the 

developments of their missions work in Cambodia through the Truth B-P 

Church’s Sunday bulletin. 
 

The flight to Cambodia took less than two hours. This was followed by 

another two hours from Phnom Penh airport to Kampot province where 

True Faith and True Gospel B-P Church are located. It was a great joy to 

meet Pr Rotha who welcomed us at the guesthouse. Our first stop in 

Kampot was the rented premises of True Gospel B-P Church. The church 

premises reminded me of FEBC. It is an old bungalow. The layout is 

simple with a spacious front yard, big enough for outdoor activities. We 

were warmly received by Pr Sopheak and his family, Pr Thaven and 

several youths. It was heartwarming to see that these youths have 

found their sense of belonging in the church. They stay around helping 

out and at times even helped to babysit Pr Sopheak’s two children to 

lighten their burden. 
 

Pr Sopheak brought us to 

survey the neighbourhood, 

especially  those  areas 

which  are  potential 

choices for future church 

buildings.  May  the  Lord 

The missions team with the worshippers  
of True Gospel B-P Church 
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lead and provide for all  their 

needs. Our next stop was the 

premises  of  True  Faith  B-P 

Church. The sun has set when 

we arrived, and we were greeted 

with a power failure which we 

were  told  was  common  in 

Cambodia. The whole place was 

in total darkness! Thank God we 

were not only salt and light for 

the Lord, we were also equipped with torchlights and insect repellents! 

We managed to unload some items brought for the new church even in 

the dark. Thank God we came prepared. 
 

Sunday was the highlight of our missions trip. The morning worship was 

held  at  True 

Gospel B-P Church 

where  Rev  Kwok 

conducted  the 

Lord’s Supper and 

preached  from 

Psalm 149 with Pr 

Sopheak  as 

interpreter.  
 

After the service, we had fellowship with the members over some light 

refreshments. We had an opportunity to fellowship with an elderly 

gentleman who is the first baptized member of the church. I was 

touched by his enthusiasm to fellowship with us even though we had to 

communicate through an interpreter. 
 

At 3 pm in the afternoon, we were at another rented premises for the 

inaugural service of True Faith B-P Church. The worship hall was quickly 

filled up. Some had to sit on the floor and others stood outside. Praise 

the Lord for more than 60 who turned up with the majority being young 

Group photo after the Inaugural Worship Service 

The hall was filled during True Faith  
B-P Church’s Inauguration Service 
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 children. Pr Rotha was the chairman for the worship service. It was a 

spirit-filled service. Rev Kwok conducted the Lord’s Supper and 

preached a simple yet very relevant gospel message to the locals, with 

interpretation by Pr Sopheak. This was followed by the first membership 

transfer to True Faith B-P Church. There were two special items by the 

children and the youth. The Singapore team was also given the privilege 

to present a song item “Sound the Battle Cry” to encourage them to 

press on in the spiritual fight. 
 

We praise God for raising another witness in Cambodia. Looking at 

Kampot province alone, I can see there is still so much work to be done, 

indeed the harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few. May we 

continue to pray that the LORD will use them mightily to magnify His 

holy name. 
 

Our last stop was Lively Hope B-P 

Church in Sihanoukville led by Pr John 

Saray since early 2011. We left Kampot 

on Monday morning after bidding 

farewell to the preachers and their 

families. It took us about two hours to 

reach Sihanoukville. Pr John Saray has 

specially arranged a session for us to 

minister to the children. There were 

about 25 children who came. Susan taught the class with May Ling 

assisting, and with Lydia (Pr Saray’s wife) as interpreter. Susan taught 

from the Genesis account on Joseph and presented a very good object 

lesson to demonstrate the importance of putting God first in our heart. 
 

All praise and thanks be unto God for the witness He has raised in 

Cambodia. I thank God for giving me this opportunity to rejoice with the 

brethren there and to be an eye witness to the fruit His work has 

brought forth. All glory to God! 

 

************************ 

Susan taught the children  
while May Ling assisted 



37 

 REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO THAILAND,  

2 TO 8 SEPT EMBER 2012”  BY REV DENNIS KWOK 

The six-year training program for the Lahu pastors and evangelists, 

conducted at Bethel Development Center (BDC) in Chiang Rai (Thailand), 

has finally ended. I thank the Lord for this precious opportunity to be 

able to minister, and be a blessing, to the Lahu brethren. This year, I 

covered the Doctrine of Eschatology, a total of ten lessons in two parts: 

Personal Eschatology and General Eschatology. There were daily tests; 

and an exam held at the end of the course. In addition, I also led them in 

daily morning devotions based on selected Psalms; and covered the first 

chapter  of  2  Timothy  at  the 

evening  services.  Bro  Billy  and 

Warunee  (his  sister)  served 

faithfully as my Lahu interpreters. 

We pray that the knowledge of 

God’s  Word  will  help  the  Lahu 

leaders to be better servants for 

God; and that they will earnestly 

contend  for  the  faith  once 

delivered unto the saints (Jude 3).  
 

 

About 25 Lahu leaders attended 

this year’s training. More were able 

to attend the evening services: the 

BDC children came after  school, 

while some adults came after work. 

We had a thanksgiving service on 

the  final  evening  where  we 

presented  certificates  to  those 

who passed the exam as well as for 

those  who  attended.  We  also 

presented a special certificate to 

Final exam in progress 

Pstr Dennis (left) presenting  
a special certificate to  

Eld Chalow (right)  



38 

Eld Chalow who successfully completed the whole six-year course. This 

was followed by a time of testimony. Through their sharing, I thank the 

Lord that they have benefited from the spiritual training and the 

exhortation from God’s Word. 
 

Together  with  my 

family, we thank God for 

this blessed and fruitful 

trip. We went forth to 

be  a  blessing,  and  it 

turned  out  to  be  a 

blessing for us. We were 

greatly blessed by their 

hospitality  and  warm 

fellowship. May the Lord 

bless  their  labour  of 

love,  and  continue  to 

strengthen the Lahu leaders for the Word of God and for the testimony 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

We count it an honour and privilege to serve the Lord in the missions 

field. During the week in Chiang Rai, the Lord uplifted our spirits by 

reminding us that there was also a missions team ministering in Cambodia 

at the same time. Thank you for remembering and praying for us. Our 

Lord Jesus says, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Matt 9:37-38). Look out for announcements 

about the next missions trip. If the Lord is calling you, will you not 

answer? May God help us. Amen. 

 

************************ 

Thank God for the completion of  
the six-year training program for the 

Lahu pastors and evangelists 
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 REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO CAMBODIA,  

3 TO 9 SEPT EMBER 2012” BY JOANNA LOW 

Team members: Boon Choo, Xiao Wei, Ngoc Chan, Charles, Joanna, Dn 

Franco, Sara, En Si, En Qi, En Xi, En Yi, Emerson, Eddison, Chao Wei, 

Chin Cheong, Helen and Sue-Ann 
 

Objective: To facilitate the Vacation Bible School (VBS) in Sihanoukville 

(4 to 5 Sep) and Kampot (7 to 8 Sep).  
 

VBS Theme: The Fruits of a Child of God (Text: Galatians 5:22-23) 
 

On Monday (3 Sep), the first team (Boon Choo, Charles, Ngoc Chan, Xiao 

Wei, Joanna, Dn Franco and his family) met early in the morning to catch 

our flight to Phnom Penh. We arrived in Sihanoukville after less than two 

hours of flight and about three hours on the road in our rented van. Upon 

arrival at Sihanoukville, we proceeded to Lively Hope B-P Church for our 

English class. More than 20 children attended this class. A few of us, using 

puppets, presented a gospel skit in English. This was followed by a short 

time of evangelism with the children. We also presented a children’s song 

“Come and go with me” in Khmer and English. After the English class, we had 

dinner with Pr John Saray and his family. The first day of our missions trip 

concluded with night devotion by Boon Choo based on John 9:4. She 

reminded us that as we commence the work for the week, it is God who sent 

us to Cambodia and we must labour for the Lord as our Lord Jesus also did 

when He was on earth.  

 

Over the next two days, we facilitated the VBS (attended by about 50 

children) at a church premise that Pr Saray borrowed from another 

pastor. Thank God for providing this spacious venue for the two-day VBS 

in Sihanoukville and sufficient helpers. Thank God also for providing good 

weather despite the rainy season. During the VBS, we had singspiration 

in Khmer (led by Lydia, Pr Saray’s wife and Yi Liang, Lydia’s sister) and in 
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English (led by Sara) and games 

led by Charles and Ngoc Chan. 

For  messages,  the  children 

were divided into two groups: 

the younger and the older ones. 

Xiao  Wei,  Ngoc  Chan  and 

Charles  spoke  to  the  older 

children while Boon Choo,  Dn 

Franco and Sara spoke to the 

younger ones.  

 

 

In the afternoons, there were art-

and-craft  and  evangelism  sessions 

for the children. We led the art-and

-craft sessions while Pr Saray and 

Lydia took the evangelism sessions. 

To help the children remember the 

VBS theme, they decorated canvas 

tote bags with the nine aspects of 

the Fruit of the Spirit (Love, Joy, 

Peace,  Longsuffering,  Gentleness, 

Goodness,  Faith,  Meekness  and 

Temperance). The children were very happy that they could bring their 

own personalized bags home at the end of the VBS.  

 

In addition to the VBS, there was 

also a teacher’s training led by 

Xiao Wei on Tuesday afternoon 

for the Sunday school teachers 

and helpers of Lively Hope B-P 

Church.  At the end of the VBS on 

Wednesday,  the  children 

presented different skits based on 

Dn Franco taught the younger 
children and Pr Saray translated 

The children carefully  
decorating their bags  

Teacher’s training session  
at Sihanoukville 
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Bible stories. We ended the VBS in Sihanoukville with a debrief then 

departed for Kampot in the evening.  
 

Thank God for journey mercies as we travelled to Kampot in bad weather 

and poor road conditions. We arrived in Kampot late in the evening and 

were met by Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha, and their families. After dinner, we 

visited True Gospel and True Faith B

-P Churches. The next morning, Dn 

Franco and family left us to return 

to  Singapore.  The  rest  of  us 

continued with the VBS preparation 

while waiting for our second team 

(Emerson, Eddison, Chao Wei, Chin 

Cheong, Helen and Sue-Ann) to join 

us.  Xiao  Wei  also  conducted 

teachers’ training for the teachers 

and helpers of True Gospel and True 

Faith B-P Churches.  
 

As soon as the second team arrived, we proceeded to True Faith B-P 

Church to  conduct  the  English  lesson for  the  children.  Similar  to 

Sihanoukville, we presented the same gospel skit in English followed by a 

song presentation and evangelism to the children. About 30 children 

were present. We prayed that the Lord will 

work in their hearts even as we evangelized 

through the means of teaching English.  
 

The two-day VBS in Kampot began on Friday 

morning with a total of 147 children. This is 

the first time in Kampot that we have such a 

large turnout of children! This VBS in Kampot 

shared  the  same  theme  with  the  VBS  in 

Sihanoukville and was a combined VBS of True 

Gospel and True Faith B-P Churches. It was 

held  in  the  compound  of  True  Gospel  B-P 

At Phnom Penh airport, the group 
that was leaving happened to 

meet the group that was arriving  

Charles taught the 
older children and  

Pr Rotha translated 
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Church. Thank God for providing sufficient helpers and teachers. Though 

Dn  Franco  and  Sara  have  left,  they 

“passed the baton” on to Chin Cheong, 

Helen and Emerson to deliver message 

two,  three  and  four  to  the  younger 

children.  The  programme  for  VBS  in 

Kampot has some similarities to the one 

in  Sihanoukville  with  singspiration  in 

English  and  Khmer,  messages  and 

evangelism, art-and-craft, and games led 

by  both  the  Singapore  team  and 

Cambodia n teachers and helpers. 
 

Thank God for safety and good weather. At 

the end of the first day, we had a combined 

teachers/helpers’ sharing and discussion to go 

through the day’s activities. As this is the 

first time we had so many children, there 

were many areas of logistics and planning that 

could  be  improved.  Thank  God  for  the 

feedback and the suggestions brought up 

during  the  sharing  and  discussion.  These 

helped the teachers and helpers to execute 

the  activities  in  a  more  systematic  and 

orderly manner. The second day of VBS saw 

some of the suggestions being implemented. The programme was carried out 

more efficiently and orderly. And this was despite having more than 20 

children unexpectedly turning up for the VBS without registration.  

 

As we bade the children farewell at the end of the VBS, our hearts were 

heavy. We pray that the two days of VBS had been a fruitful one for all 

who attended and that the Lord will work in the hearts of the children we 

ministered to. To round-off our ministry in Kampot, we had a thanksgiving 

dinner with all  the teachers and helpers. God willing,  we can serve 

together again in the days ahead.  

Dishing out the paint during 
the art-and-craft session 

Playing with ping pong 
balls during games time 
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The missions team thank God for His grace in seeing us through this trip 

in Cambodia. For some of us, it was the first time serving in the missions 

field. God-willing, may it not be the last! We have learnt many things and 

received much blessings through serving the Lord. May He continue to 

bless the work in Cambodia. If any of you have the burden to help our 

Cambodian brethren, do pray and join us in our next missions trip! 

 
 

************************ 

Let us pray for these children’s salvation  

           Truth B-P Church 

  

Theme: “A Heart for Cambodia” 

Dates: 14 & 21 October (Sun) 

Time: 2 pm 

Venue: L3 Sanctuary 

Join us for this missions-filled fortnight! 

Missions Fortnight 2012 

Coming 

soon 
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 KIDS’ CORNER: 

“JAMES HUDSON TAYLOR”  BY TAM MY HO 

Have you heard of James Hudson Taylor? He was an English missionary 

to China. Yes, to China! He lived from the year 1832 to 1905, and he was 

the founder of the China Inland Missions. It is one of the largest  

Christian movements in the world. 

 

James Hudson Taylor was born in a place 

called Barnsley, Yorkshire, in England on 

May 21, 1832. He died in Changsha, China on 

June 3, 1905 . He was sickly but he still 

served God to the end. Now, let us have a 

look at the life of James Hudson Taylor. He 

came from a godly family. His father was a 

Methodist preacher, and his mother was a 

godly lady herself, one who had a patient 

and sweet character. Hudson Taylor had 

probably been influenced by his parents 

since he was young, by the way they loved 

God. 

 

Hudson Taylor came to know the Lord when he was seventeen years old. 

He was saved after reading a Gospel tract! Soon after that, he gave 

himself to the Lord to serve Him in His work. This meant that he was 

willing to work for God all his life. Little did Hudson Taylor know that his 

father had also been praying for him to go to China as a missionary. See 

how God works! 

 

While Hudson Taylor prepared himself for God's work, he worked as a 

helped to a doctor. He even did some studies in medicine. On September 

19, 1853, Hudson Taylor sailed for China. 

 

In his first 6 years in China, he worked in many parts of China, such as 

Shanghai, Swatow and Ningpo and with other missionaries such as 

God called the young 
Hudson Taylor to be a 
missionary in China 
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William Charmers Burns. Hudson Taylor faced many difficulties but he 

believed that God would take care of him. There was even a period of 

time when he did not have a salary, but he still believed that God would 

provide. While he was at a place called Ningpo, he married a lady by the 

name of Maria Dyer. This was God’s provision. She was a good helpmeet 

to him until her death in 1870. 

 

In 1860, he had to go back to 

England for 5 years because of 

poor health. His busy schedule 

had caused his health to suffer. 

Even though he was not in good 

health, he helped to finish the 

revision of a New Testament 

translation. One of his 

achievements was to write a 

book called 'China, its Spiritual 

Need and Claims.’ This book has 

encouraged many to go to China 

to serve God. 

 

In 1865, he formed the China 

In l and  Miss ions  (CIM) . 

Together with his wife and 

children as well as 16 

missionaries, they sailed for 

China in May 1866.  

 

By 1911, CIM had 968 missionaries (including spouses) serving God in the 

mission field while their related missions had 216. 

 

With CIM work growing bigger and bigger, the growing pressure and 

stress caused Taylor’s health to suffer even more. He slowly had to move 

away from the big responsibilities to the lighter jobs for health reasons.  

 

Although he was weak, Hudson Taylor still made a visit to China in 1905. 

China’s great spiritual needs:  
The Chinese provinces in black  
were considered unreached by  
the Gospel message in 1865 
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He visited many of the missions stations in China. 

Finally, the Lord took him home while he was 

there. Although he died suddenly, it was a 

peaceful death. 

 

When Hudson Taylor was alive, he was 

remembered for being a good preacher of God's 

Word. Throughout his life, he worked very hard 

for the Lord. He worked day and night and slept 

only when he was very tired. He worked hard for 

the Lord till the day he died. Even when he was 

weak and sick in the body, he did not excuse 

himself but continued to serve God. From this, 

we see his great love for God. 

 

Whatever hardships and difficulties he faced, he did not give up but 

continued to serve God faithfully.  

 

Hudson Taylor was also a man of prayer and one who loved God's Word. God's 

Word and prayer gave him the strength to serve God each day. May we learn 

from Hudson Taylor, to serve the Lord well wherever we are and to be 

children who love to read His Word and pray.  

 

Some questions for you to think about: 

1) What did Hudson Taylor do with his life? Why? 

2) Where did Hudson Taylor get his strength to serve God? 

3) What lessons can I learn from him? 

 

(Adapted from an article entitled “James Hudson Taylor: Founder of the 
China Inland Missions”, http:\\www.wholesomewords.org/missions/

biotaylor4.html) 

 

************************ 

Hudson Taylor died at 
the age of 73 in China 




