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FOREWORD 

Lest we forget the Great Commission issued by Christ to all Bible-

believing churches in Matthew 28:18-20, here is a reminder: “… All power 
is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:  Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
 
Has the Great Commission become a great omission to us? A church that 

is not missions-minded is a dead and useless church. Missions begins 

right in our own homes, and extends to our neighbours, to all those 

within our shores, and even beyond. Missions is simply bringing the true 

gospel of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him as Saviour and 

Lord. There is no boundary to reaching those who are lost, for God’s 

desire is that none should perish but that all should come to repentance 

and be saved (2 Peter 3:9). 

  

Missions is a broad ministry. There is so much we can do in missions and 

there is no end to it till the Lord returns. The following points are not 

exhaustive and there are definitely more to what we can do in missions. 

  

1) To do missions is to BE OBEDIENT TO CHRIST. Surely God can save 

sinners without our help, yet He counts us worthy and calls us to be His 

mouthpieces to proclaim the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. However, 

many Christians have turned away this privilege to be His mouthpiece. 

They give all kinds of excuses (eg: inadequacy for the task, inconvenience 

to their life routine, etc). We must realize that obedience to Christ 

brings blessings and gives joy to our hearts. When souls are brought into 

God’s kingdom, even the angels in heaven rejoice (Luke 15:10). How can we 

neglect such a high duty of leading one to know Christ? 
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2) To do missions is to MAKE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. Missions does 

not end with a sinner’s salvation. That is important but there is a 

greater work to do after that. There is a great need to build up the 

believers’ lives through God’s Word by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thus, missions involves not only evangelism but also discipleship. 

  

3) To do missions is to TRUST IN GOD’S WISDOM AND POWER to 

reach out to the lost and to build up the spiritual lives of those who 

are converted. We cannot do it alone. God’s work must be done by 

God’s people with God’s resources, namely His Word and His Spirit. 

Many have given up on missions mainly because they were easily 

discouraged and did not trust in the Lord enough. Indeed, without 

Christ we can do nothing (John 15:5). Let us leave the results to God 

and just witness faithfully, trusting in His wisdom and power. 

  

The ultimate goal of missions is to glorify God. Every believer is a 

missionary  at  home,  at  work,  in 

school,  in  church,  and  in  fact 

anywhere God puts him. Let us be 

willing and be prepared to speak a 

word for Jesus. It is not an option 

but a command to be His witnesses 

until the end of our life on earth. 

May God help us. 

  

 
 

This issue ‘Missions in East Africa’ is a testimony of our partnership and 

co-labouring  with  our  brethren both in  Kenya and Tanzania.  While 

Cambodian missions is Truth B-P Church’s main missions work since 2008, 

the Lord is pleased to open the door for us to be involved in missions in 

Northern Thailand, Malaysia, and as far as East Africa. The missions 

work in these places may not come under our support, yet we offer what 

the Lord has enabled us to do, be it spiritual or financial support.  

  

 

“The ultimate goal 

of missions is to 

glorify God.”  
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We thank God for Pr Joshua Yong who was sent by True Life B-P Church 

in January 2011 to be a missionary to Bible College of East Africa 

(BCEA)  in  Nairobi  (Kenya). 

May God continue to use him 

mightily for the great work 

there.  Not  forgetting  Carol 

Lee in her annual ‘pilgrimage’ 

to Kenya to minister at the 

Bomet Bible Institute and to 

the  Africa  Gospel  Unity 

Church.  Thus  far,  she  has 

made seven annual visits. On 

two of these visits, she also 

ministered  at  the  Bible 

College  of  East  Africa  in 

Tanzania. We thank the Lord 

for using her in special ways 

to  minister  to  the  people 

there. May our God continue 

to  use both Pr  Joshua  and 

Carol to be a blessing to East 

Africa. Not all of us are able to go and minister in a foreign land or to 

encourage our missionaries and co-labourers overseas, but we thank God 

for those who are able to. 

 

In this issue of Shine Forth are articles about our missions work in East 

Africa as well as in Cambodia. It is my prayer that these articles will 

provide you with  a  better  understanding  of  missions.  May  you be 

encouraged to let the Spirit of God direct you to be partners with us in 

missions. Enjoy reading! Amen. 

    

         In Christ’s love, 

         Rev Dennis Kwok 

         TMS Chairman 

This issue ‘Missions in East Africa’ is a 
testimony of our partnership and  

co-labouring with our brethren both  
in Kenya and Tanzania 
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A WORD FROM OUR ADVISOR, REV DR QUEK S UAN  YEW: 

“GOD WILL NOT FORGET!” 

Hebrews 6:10: “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and  
labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

 

God does not forget anything. However Hebrews 6:10 is not about God 

forgetting, it is an emphasis on God remembering. If He does not 

remember the labour and work of His children then God would be 

unrighteous which He will never be! These works done by God’s children 

out of their love for Christ will always be remembered by Christ. If we 

on earth remember the kindness of man who help us in time of great 

need, how much more our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not that our LORD 

needs us but rather He has given to us the privilege to serve Him by 

doing His work by preaching the gospel, giving towards missions, 

defending God’s word and testimony of Jesus Christ, etc. We do His 

work when we minister to the saints and continue to minister to them.  
 

Foreign missions is about ministering to the saints. Many of us will probably 

never see the saints who live in distant countries like Africa in this life time. 

We pray for them. We give toward their needs and church building projects 

but we do not travel there nor will we find ourselves going there anytime 

soon. As long as these ministries are God’s work with God’s people running 

these ministries and sinners are saved, we are glad to help knowing that we 

are ministering to the saints. The help rendered could be in kind or in prayer. 

We must not be myopic and see only Singapore as our only missions field. The 

world is our missions field because the world is God’s missions field. 

Therefore as long as we minister to the saints regardless of where they live 

we minister to the LORD. Africa is a country worthy of support as there are 

millions who need Christ. Man may not see or care about your ministry but 

God remembers. Isn't this what it is all about? Keep on serving and do not 

allow geographical limitations or language or culture to hinder you from doing 

the Father’s will! He will not forget your good works done in Christ Jesus our 

LORD. Be faithful to the end. Amen.  
 

************************ 
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TESTIMONY: 

“BIBLE COLLEGE OF EAST AFRICA --  AN 

OPEN DOOR TO AFRICA”  BY REV DR QUEK SUAN YEW 

Revelation 3:8: "I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an 
open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and 
hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." 
 

The above verse by Christ to the church of Philadelphia in Revelation 3 

best describes what BCEA stands for in the past twenty plus years. It is 

the work of God through the weak hands of His faithful servants whom 

He has strengthened and blessed. It is a door that God has opened and 

kept open for the cause of Christ in these last days. 

 

Rev and Mrs Kim brought their two young daughters to Kenya over 20 

years ago because they were called of the LORD. Their two daughters 

are grown up now and have left BCEA for their own careers but Rev and 

Mrs Kim are still faithfully serving the LORD in the Bible College 

ministry. Rev and Mrs Eben Yoon (Rev Yoon graduated from FEBC with 

MDiv in 2005) are following in their Bible College Movement footsteps. 

They have been serving in BCEA faithfully for the past six years and 

have three very young children, ages 8, 5 and 2. These children are most 

adorable and have adapted very well into the life in Kenya. Miss Bai En 

Yeong (MRE, 2007) arrived in 2008 to strengthen the college and 

kindergarten’s ministries. The latest effective addition to this 

movement is a young man from Singapore named Joshua Yong, also an 

alumnus of FEBC (MDiv, 2010). He, too, has adapted very well to Kenyan 

life, bringing with him his culinary skill of Chinese cooking, making my 

stay “a home away from home.” His chicken rice is authentic and the 

chilly sauce he concocts makes what little hair on my head stand on ends. 

The faculty of about 15 full and part time teachers teaches only the 

perfect Word of God. The ministry is growing by the grace of God. 

 

The Ministry in BCEA -- As of 2011, the enrolment in BCEA Kenya is 106 
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students excluding the Bachelor of Ministry students. The programme 

ranges from Certificate to Diploma (3rd year) and Advance Diploma (4th 

year). The daily regiment is early morning prayers at 5.30 am, before the 

day of study begins. Most of the students enter the College with next to 

nothing as they are very poor. Unlike foreign FEBC students in Singapore 

who are adopted and supported by local churches, these students have 

to “work out their own salvation." The College accepts them on condition 

that they perform duties on the ten acre premises. All students are re-

quired to do weekly chores around the premises as part of their training 

just like FEBC. However, students on work scholarship programme may 

wish to do more duties on campus as they enter BCEA emptied handed 

and unable to pay for their school fees. These students are paid a 

certain amount of shillings which they use to pay for tuition fees, and 

perhaps save enough for the fare home at the end of the year. If they 

do not work, they do not study, eat and stay! It is as simple as that. This 

is a very biblical teaching in practical terms. 2 Thessalonians 3:10 

(KJV): "For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should he eat." The College's Student Work 

Scholarship Fund serves such a purpose. When this fund is depleted, it is 

difficult to sustain this programme. The LORD has provided all these 

years through the support of God’s people all over the world. Through 

this biblical method, the students learn faith as well as hard work. The 

academics of every student must be maintained at all times via their 

Grade Point Average (GPA). 

 

FEBC BMin Programme -- As FEBC has an extension programme (BMin) 

in BCEA Kenya, lecturers from FEBC have to fly there to teach annually. 

Most of the male students are primarily pastors or who have served for 

some time and are also graduates of BCEA Kenya. FEBC lecturers would 

stay on BCEA premises and teach two weeks of intensive courses. 

November 2011 was my turn. I arrived at BCEA Kenya (capital city, 

Nairobi) on 14 November, late afternoon. Singapore is five hours ahead 

of Nairobi. By the grace of God, 1 Chronicles was taught within four days 

(6 hours every day -- 4 in the morning and 2 in the afternoon). The 

students (35 in total--half was BMin and the other half was 4th year 

BCEA students) did their assigned reading in the evenings. The two hour 
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exam (100 questions) was held on Saturday. On the first Lord’s Day 

there, I spoke at the College Campus B-P Church. The message was 

"Clean Hands and Pure Heart" taken from Psalm 24:1-6. The following 

Monday to Thursday consisted of six hours of teaching the Book of 2 

Chronicles. Morning chapel at 8 am was also assigned to me from Tuesday 

to Friday including a Wednesday evening service from 5 to 6 pm. 

Altogether, I spoke five messages from 1 Corinthians 3 focussing on the 

theme "Ye are Christ's." This theme was divided into sub-themes of five 

messages namely, "Be Not Carnal"; "Build Carefully I"; "Build Carefully 

II"; "Ye are Holy"; and "All are Yours!" The two hour exam (150 

questions) was held on Friday morning, with the Graduation Service on 

Saturday morning. An oral interview was conducted on Friday evening for 

six BMin graduates who had already completed their course earlier. 

 

Graduation 2011 -- I thank God for the privilege to share God’s Word 

at the 41st Graduation of BCEA Kenya and 8th Graduation of BMin 

(FEBC). The message was “Unconditional Surrender” taken from Luke 

9:57-62. By the grace and mercies of God, the support for the 

Graduation was overwhelming. More than a thousand attended, with more 

standing on the outside of the sanctuary as there was no more standing 

room within. Those who stood at the back of the sanctuary were three 

persons deep. The student body choir had to stand outside throughout 

the entire service except when they had to present their praise items 

which were in English and Swahili. There were six who graduated with 

BMin (FEBC), 19 with Advance Diploma in Theology (BCEA); four with 

D ip lo ma  and  fo ur  w i th 

certificate. The closing hymn was 

very moving as it reflected the 

message, which was “wherever 

Christ leads I will follow”. The 

entire service was a blessing to 

my heart as I witnessed the 

work of God in the lives of so 

many African brethren through 

BCEA. Through them, as they go 

forth, they will in turn bless many 

41st Graduation Service of BCEA and  
8th Graduation Service of FEBC (BMin) 
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others! That the LORD has given to us in Singapore the privilege to help 

(in substance and time) this wonderful and God honouring ministry to 

reach thousands for Christ throughout Africa is most amazing and 

warms my heart. Many came with large families to see their son or 

daughter graduate. It is a norm to travel long distances because for 

them a short distance is about six to eight hours of travel. The 

graduates were so thankful to God for the training they received at 

BCEA. A few aim to come to FEBC because they view FEBC as the next 

step toward being better equipped for the ministry of the LORD. May 

our gracious and good God continue to preserve FEBC and keep her 

faithful till Christ returns. The training of men and women in FEBC from 

different countries like Africa have an outreach and impact that we 

cannot imagine. We cannot go to many places in Africa even if we wish to, 

but with prayer and financial support, the help rendered to these distant 

places for the extension of God’s gospel work can avail many who can, 

especially those from Africa. The second Lord’s Day message in the 

College Church was “Who is Christ to you?” taken from Psalm 2:1-12. 

 

Bible College Movement -- The LORD had laid upon the hearts of Rev 

and Mrs Kim to start a Bible College Movement in East Africa, hence the 

name of the College is Bible College of East Africa, Kenya. The BCEA 

Tanzania has about 12 students and is managed by graduates of BCEA 

and FEBC, Singapore. Some of the faculty members have MDiv from 

FEBC. Gethsemane B-P Church has started a Bible College in the same 

vein as BCEA Kenya and is also managed by another FEBC graduate. It 

plans to have the first inauguration service in the early part of 

December 2011. 

The next project 

that Rev and Mrs 

Kim shared is to 

start another 

BCEA in the city 

of Kigali, Rwanda. 

This nation is 

modelling herself 

a f t e r  t h e 
Faculty and Graduates of BCEA 2011  



10 

country of Singapore. There is little corruption and some Singaporeans 

are in the process of helping the Rwandan government design a master 

plan for the nation which is small, very much like Singapore. A piece of 

land in Kigali has been selected for purchase to start this BCEA and is 

awaiting registration before purchase can be made. There are already a 

few graduates of BCEA Kenya serving in Rwanda. Rwanda is ideal as it is 

located in the heart of Central Africa with borders adjoining four other 

nations – Burundi (south), Tanzania (east), Congo (west), and Uganda 

(north). 

 

In all Bible College movements, the heart’s desire is that every alumnus 

is born again and faithfully serving the LORD in a biblically sound and 

conservative church. BCEA is no exception. Sadly however, not everyone 

who graduates ends up so. But that does not mean the College movement 

is without blessings and merits - far from it. The genuine fruits borne 

out of this movement make the ministry very worthwhile in these last 

days of compromise and spiritual decay. The LORD is blessing this Bible 

College ministry in ways beyond our wildest imagination. The nations in 

East Africa be poor and only a few good graduates of BCEA can afford 

to come and are trained here in FEBC. Those who are trained in FEBC 

return to BCEA as faculty members. The answer to the shortage of 

trained pastors and betterment of the extension of the Great Commis-

sion into Africa is the Bible College Movement. Bring the Bible College 

training to the Africans if they cannot come to FEBC! By the grace of 

God, this gospel move has brought many fruits into God’s kingdom. The 

key is faithful men and women who love the LORD with their all and have 

given their all. We thank God that we find this in BCEA, Kenya and 

Tanzania and God willing, even into Rwanda and Sudan, if our LORD 

tarries! May God continue to protect and bless this ministry for His own 

glory and the blessings of God’s people. Truly the words of Ephesians 

3:20-21 apply here (KJV), “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” 
 

************************ 
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TESTIMONY: 

“THE MINIST RY IN BCEA” BY PR JOSHUA YONG 

Jeremiah 1:7: “But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command 
thee thou shalt speak.” 
 

The ministry in BCEA Kenya is a wholesome 

ministry as it encompasses three areas of 

ministry – pastoral, teaching, and missions. I 

count it a great privilege to be given the 

opportunity to serve here. After graduation, as 

I was praying for God’s leading, the Lord opened 

the door for me to serve in BCEA Kenya and 

gave me a burden and calling for the teaching 

ministry in the missions field here. These past 

eight months in BCEA have been a wonderful 

time of learning and serving. Many lessons have 

been learned both in the classrooms and in the field; both from books 

and from people. It is thus my joy to share them with you here.  

 

Here in Kenya, I have the privilege to learn from the missionaries and 

pastors. Rev Kim, the principal of BCEA, has been serving in the field for 

20 years now and he has a wealth of experience in the pastoral ministry, 

missions work and the Bible College ministry. In many ways, although I 

have only known him for a short time, I have learned a lot from the way 

he labours in pastoring, teaching and church planting.  He is like Rev Tow 

in that he plays the dual role of principal of the Bible College and pastor 

of the local church which shares the same premises as the college. I 

have been moved by his burden for souls, and his vision for Africa. It is 

wonderful to be able to learn from the way he plans and executes 

building projects, how he helps the alumnus of this college in their 

various local churches and how he tends to the flock here. His love for 

God’s people is most clearly reflected in his ministry. I thank God for 

such an example He has placed in my life.  
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I thank God also for Rev Eben Yoon, whom I also have the privilege of 

serving with. He is the closest friend I have in this college and he treats 

me as a part of his family. We often share our blessings and burdens 

with each other. He has been serving here for 7 years now and I am 

learning a lot from how he deals with people with love and care and in a 

very personal way. He has a wife with three children. It is not easy 

raising a family in the missions field but in obedience to God’s call, he 

adjusts and adapts as the Lord leads and directs. This is one of the 

biggest lessons I have learned from him. On a side note, all three 

children can speak three languages – Korean, English and Ki-Swahili. 

There are other missionaries and pastors serving here as well, each with 

their gifts and talents and from whom I have learned lessons from.  

 

Ministry in Kenya  

The primary area of service that I am involved in is the teaching ministry in 

the Bible College. These eight months of teaching have been challenging but 

also most enjoyable. A lot of time is taken in preparing my lessons and I 

have to learn to always be on my toes as the students often ask questions. 

The responsibility also lies in the fact that you know your students will be 

learning what you teach and they will then be teaching them to the 

churches they will be serving in. Knowing that it has such an effect, you 

know you cannot take the time spent with the students in class lightly. 

Furthermore, this is also the Word of God that I am handling, and it is not 

to be handled in an indifferent and frivolous way. While there are huge 

responsibilities in teaching, it has also been a very enjoyable time of 

personal learning. I have to make sure that I know the subjects that I am 

teaching well. This means that I have to spend time studying and making sure 

that the lessons taught are first digested and applied to my own life. In this 

regard, the holistic training in FEBC has proved to be most invaluable.  

 

Apart from the teaching ministry, we have fellowship meetings every 

Saturday. For our fellowship meetings, we would often go to different 

members’ homes in the villages near the school (approximately 30 to 45 

minutes walk) for our meetings. A total of five meetings will be held: four 

in different villages and one on campus every Saturday. Members enjoy 



13 

having people visit their homes. We would 

have a time of singing of hymns and 

choruses followed by the preaching of the 

Word and a prayer session. It will end with 

announcements and refreshments. It is 

very encouraging to see how the church 

members would take time and effort to 

attend fellowship meetings. Some would 

walk for 45 minutes to 1 hour carrying 

their babies to the meeting. I am often 

encouraged by their zeal. This ministry is 

an important ministry where the church reaches out to every member in its 

congregation.  

 

On Thursday, the school is also engaged in evangelistic and visitation 

work. Sometimes, we would go out for evangelism while other times we 

would go and visit church members in their homes. We would especially 

visit members who are sick or have not been regular for worship 

services. On other occasions, we visit just to encourage a particular 

family. One interesting thing here is that you can visit any home any time 

– without any prior arrangement. You can just visit these homes and they 

will welcome you any time. In Singapore, this is very unlikely – most would 

like their homes tidied up and packed before others may visit them, but 

not here in Kenya. During such visitations, we would often find out how 

the members are doing, and then we would share the Word of God and 

pray for them. Sometimes we would visit two or three homes in one 

afternoon. 

  

One thing that stands out when you visit these homes is that you will see 

how simple their lives are. They have a small house, where for most of 

them, their whole house would not even be the size of a living room in a 

typical 3-room flat in Singapore. Some houses do not have electricity – 

they use kerosene lamps, and some do not even have their own toilets – 

but they share common toilets in each community. Probably this would be 

very much like the old kampong days that some of you may remember. 

Children seldom study at home but just play around in the neighbour-

On their way back after  
a fellowship meeting 
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hood. Chickens and ducks walk around freely. Cows and goats are found 

everywhere. The people live very simple lives and they live from day to 

day. Many of them have a lot of struggles. Food prices increase 

tremendously – the price of their staple food here has more than 

doubled. Some families also struggle with school fees for their children’s 

education. Yet many of them do not complain but trust in the Lord and 

live in divine contentment, serving and worshipping the Lord.  

 

Apart from the ministries in the capital, Nairobi, the Bible College is in-

volved in several other outreaches in East Africa. For example, we have 

another Bible College planted in Tanzania, and we have churches planted in 

Maasai land. We would often help and support good and faithful students 

who have graduated from this college with their ministry. Thus, during the 

term breaks, we would sometimes travel around to visit some of the 

o u t r e a c h e s 

around Kenya and 

Tanzania. We are 

still awaiting the 

Lord’s leading as 

the College has a 

vision for an 

outreach to 

Rwanda. These 

outreaches are 

the missions 

work the Bible 

College is involved in. It has been most enjoyable learning and seeing how 

missions are done on the ground itself.  

 

The few struggles that one will face in Kenya may be aptly summed up as 

such: tribe, bribe, bride, and pride. There are more then 40 tribes in 

Kenya with different languages and different cultural practices. While 

certain traditional and cultural practices do not contradict the Word of 

God, there is a need to learn to understand and adapt to these cultures. 

Polygamy is still a problem in Kenya. Single motherhood is another issue 

in Kenya. Some regard this as part of the culture and there is a need to 

Pr Joshua (far right) with the students  
when he visited BECA Tanzania  
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teach the Christians what God’s Word says regarding the marriage 

covenant. Corruption is another struggle one faces in both the country and 

the church. Pride comes into play in the struggle for power in the church. 

Some of the denominations have more than 200 churches under their name 

and if one can rise through the ranks to become the bishop or archbishop of 

that denomination, he becomes a very powerful person. This has sometimes 

brought about conflicts and splits in churches. Another very difficult 

struggle here is with the false teachings found in many so-called churches in 

Kenya. The charismatic movement and Roman Catholic movement are very 

strong here. And many do not know how to distinguish between truth and 

error. There are too many professing Christians here. Too many times, I have 

heard during evangelism that a person says he is a Christian but not born 

again. There are a lot of people being deceived here as churches function like 

business organizations in order to make money. There is one church which 

sells holy anointing oil, holy water and as if that is not enough to give it the 

profit it wants, it goes on to sell holy soap and holy toothbrushes. Yet many 

people still follow these false teachers. These are just some of the struggles 

the churches in Kenya face. Pray for the work here.  

 

Life in Kenya 

By God’s grace I have adapted well and enjoyed the life in Kenya. The 

weather is cool in the morning, hot in the day and cold in the night. But it is 

not humid and that makes all the difference from the weather in Singapore.  

 

In BCEA, there are more than 10,000 trees and plants planted by Mrs 

Kim, and that makes the compound of 10 acres a beautiful botanical 

gardens. This place is very conducive for study. We also keep chickens, 

sheep, cows and watchdogs here. Recently, our dogs gave birth to some 

puppies, and the sheep gave birth to a little lamb. Living among the plants 

and animals, I see God’s law implanted in nature - in its birth, life and 

death. It is a constant pictorial reminder of the Almighty Creator God 

who is in control of all things.  

 

The teachers and the students stay in the same compound. With such an 

arrangement, teachers are able to interact with students and understand 
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their struggles. Students will also learn 

from the lives of their teachers. 

 

Life here is not too bad at all. Unlike 

what some would imagine, there are no 

lions hiding in the grasses, no giraffes 

roaming around and there are certainly 

no ATMs found under the trees. The 

point is that, life here is not as primitive 

as what some may think. I live in a nice 

American-styled home with a beautiful view of the campus. During school 

term, for lunch, I would eat the food prepared by the school’s cook which is 

ugali (grounded maze) with cabbage and githeri (a mixture of beans and 

maze). I am also learning to do my own cooking, and I have been eating well 

and enjoying the food here.  

 

We exercise regularly here as well. Every Tuesday, there is a recreational 

time where we would play some sports with the students. The students 

would play football and volleyball. Some would be running and occasionally 

there will be interclass races – Kenyans are runners. The faculty took part 

in a recent race and we came in second for the 4 x 100m relay. I normally 

play football with the students while on other days, I play table tennis. 

Sometimes I would also spend time to take a slow walk around the campus, 

especially in the morning and night when it is very refreshing.  

 

Thank God I do not struggle with loneliness here. I try to keep myself 

occupied. Thank God for the opportunity to serve here. I am enjoying 

the time I have in Kenya. Thank God for the time spent here and for 

safety in travelling, as well as for grace in teaching. Thank God also for 

the successful application of my work permit. I would appreciate your 

continual prayers for the ministry here - for both the students and 

teachers, and for the outreaches of BCEA. I thank God that we can 

always have this fellowship in Christ. May God’s blessings be upon you all.  

 
************************ 

 

 

Pr Joshua lives on campus, in 
one of the staff quarters on  
the 2nd level of this house  
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TESTIMONY: 

“THE LORD’S WORK IN EAST AFRICA”  

BY REV MICHAEL KOECH 

Calling to Christian service is the work of God’s grace. I came from a 

community which was hostile to the Word of God. The Lord has however 

shown His faithfulness and led me to a lifetime service for Him. I have 

served both as a pastor and Bible teacher. 

 

When I grew up as a child, the thought of 

becoming a pastor in a Protestant church never 

crossed my mind. I came from a non-Christian 

family, but became a nominal Roman Catholic 

because I went to their school. As a teenager I 

went through tribal initiation rites. This was a 

mandate for one to cross from childhood to 

adulthood. As I matured, I came to think of my 

spiritual destiny. I became active in the 

Catholic Church and was baptized. I also 

admired the Church’s priests. The Lord opened 

my understanding though Bible reading (A few 

years back the Church had removed the ban on 

Bible reading by laypeople). Everything was new to me as I had never read 

the Bible before. This led to my salvation without anyone sharing the 

gospel with me. The Lord led me to Africa Gospel Unity Church and it was 

here that I understood the meaning of salvation as the scriptures teach. 

At that time, the church did not have any trained pastors except the 

founding pastor. Thus there was no basic Bible class for new believers. We 

struggled to learn as much as we could to understand on our own. 

 

While in that infancy the Lord led me to the Bible College of East Africa 

in 1975. It was here that I grew as a Christian. One of the lessons that 

the principal stressed was the importance of prayer. I learned to depend 

on the Lord and got to know the Bible in general and theology. The calling 

Rev Michael Koech & 
his family 
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to full-time service was not clear to me when I entered the college. 

However, it was not long before I was assured and got involved in active 

service. In the first vacation we had, we were engaged in an evangelistic 

campaign for three weeks without break. Through this ministry we were 

able to organize the young people in the church into a strong youth 

fellowship. The following year my colleagues and I requested one of our 

teachers to help us in planning for a VBS. She gave us a one-week 

training and the following year, we had a successful VBS with good 

attendance. 

 

I served full-time for five years upon graduation, but felt inadequate for 

the task. I needed more training. I came to Singapore to study at FEBC in 

1984 and graduated in 1987. The same year we founded Bomet Bible 

Institute as a training school for pastors of our church. The school is in 

rural Kenya about 230 km from Nairobi the capital city. I have been the 

principal of this school since 1990. It is a four year training leading to a 

diploma. The school is supported mainly by churches of Africa Gospel 

Unity Church.  

 

All our teaching staff are also 

pastors so they hold two 

fulltime jobs. Rev Jonathan 

Langat, graduate of both BBI 

and FEBC, is one of our 

teachers. Nelson Were is now a 

part-time teacher as he is 

based in Eldoret. Presently, 

there are four students in FEBC 

who are our graduates  of which 

three are supported by Truth B-P Church.  

 

I returned to FEBC in 2003-2005 and I got to know Carol Lee. She has 

since become a visiting lecturer at BBI. She has faithfully made a two-

week trip each year since 2005. Through her visits, she has increased the 

awareness of our ministry in Singapore. Pastor Dennis Kwok has also made 

Two of the teaching staff of BBI  
with Rev Michael Koech  
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two visits together with few other members of Truth B-P Church. Truth  

B-P Church has helped us by donating hundreds of books to our library and 

also a large sum of money for a school building that is still on-going. In 

this year (2011), we purchased a mini van for the school through funds 

from the church. We are very grateful to the members of Truth B-P 

Church for their love and generosity in providing for these needs. Other 

churches in Singapore and other foreign countries have also contributed 

much to our needs. We still have an unending need of books, mainly 

theological books, children’s books and Bibles. Software is also useful in 

learning here, so anything along this line can also be useful. The building 

work still needs a large sum of money to complete. 

 

One of the lessons that Rev Timothy Tow stressed while we were in 

FEBC is that we should have self-supporting ministries in our churches. 

This is what we have strove to accomplish. However, the economic 

situation in the country does not allow us to make a full achievement of 

that goal. Nevertheless we have set our approach in such a way that we 

can still carry on without external support. Above all things, it is the 

Lord who has promised to supply all our needs according to His riches in 

glory. We trust in Him that He will fulfill His promise. 

 

Besides the Bible School, we have the duty of pastoral care in the 

church. Rev Jonathan Langat is the pastor at Bomet Church where the 

school is located. In the last twenty five years, I have served in four 

churches. Early this year I moved from Kapisoge to Kapkwen. It is a five-

minute drive from Bomet. I teach the Sunday school, minister from the 

pulpit, go for home visitation and evangelism. Kapkwen church is three 

years old this month (October 2011). We have acquired a small plot and 

put up a wooden structure for a church. 

 

We do little on missions outside our country but we have active home 

missions and every year we see an increase in places of worship. The main 

problem with the rural churches is that there has to be a church within 

walking distance so we end up starting many centres but no preachers and 

this is almost sure to have negative consequences. However we organize 

regular combined fellowships to help bridge that gap. 
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God led us to Tanzania which is the nearest neighbouring country  

through the students who have come to study at BBI. We are also in the 

process of planting churches there but there is nothing concrete yet. 

There is also a large opening for missionary outreach in the whole of East 

Africa including Ruanda, Burundi and Congo. In July 2011, South Sudan 

became independent and the region is predominantly Christian, now free 

from Muslim North Sudan. It is an open-door that needs concerted effort. 

 

The success of all these efforts comes from the Lord, thus as you pray 

every week, remember to pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

************************ 

BBI Class of 2011 (standing)  
and their lecturers (seated) namely,  

Pr Benson (left), Rev Michael Koech (middle)  
& Rev Jonathan Langat (right)   
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TESTIMONY: 

“THE LORD’S WORK IN TANZANIA”   
BY MRS LORNAH JAMES KITULIKA  

First of all, I would like to thank the Lord for all His goodness and love 

towards me since I left Singapore after my graduation in 2010. Many are 

His blessings towards me. 

 

On the 13th of August last year, I received an 

answer to my prayers. The Lord united Pastor 

James Kitulika and I in holy matrimony 

officiated by Rev Michael Koech in Nairobi. 

This was after 8 years of courtship and 

waiting upon the Lord. He has been faithful to 

us. My husband is a Tanzanian citizen and 

ministers at a local church in Nairobi called 

Independent Presbyterian Church located just 

next to the Bible College of East Africa. 

 

Since I came back from Singapore, I have been 

involved in the Sunday school ministry in my local church in Nairobi. The 

church has conducted teachers’ seminars and workshops in which I have 

helped to train the teachers. After my wedding I have continued with 

the ministry. I thank God for the opportunity to teach Sunday school 

and the Youth Bible study every Sunday morning. We are currently going 

through the book of Daniel. 

 

Apart from church ministry, I am also a lecturer at the Common-Ground 

Theological Institute which is under the Korean Church in Nairobi. I 

have 9 students in my class. I thank God for the firm foundation from 

FEBC. 

 

My husband and I thank the Lord for helping us establish a Christian 

kindergarten in Igoma, Tanzania. We have bought 60 chairs and 15 

Wedding photo of  
Pstr James & Lornah 
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tables to cater to the students 

(other children sit on stones, 

benches and write using their 

thighs as support). The Lord has 

granted a Kenyan and Tanzanian 

teacher who share our vision. We 

officially opened the school on 9 

January and as of now we have 

about 100 students. We built a 

temporary structure on a rented 

piece of land on which the local 

church and the kindergarten stand. 

 

By God’s grace, we have also purchased a two and a half acre piece of 

land in a place called Kisesa (1hr drive from Igoma) which we plan to 

develop. We hope to have our first Primary one class here in 3 years’ 

time and in the future to establish a 

secondary and Bible school.  

 

Presently we have a church in Igoma 

which James’ brother, Simeon (an 

alumnus of BBI) is pastoring. There are 

about 40 members. 

 

We are facing challenges in the 

Tanzanian Ministry as we have not 

acquired land or building for the Igoma Church and school. We are not 

sure of our permanency and there are those who would like to see us go. 

We pray to open another branch of the kindergarten next year to reach 

the children who travel long distances. We therefore pray for more 

resources. We ask your prayers in this matter and our future plans 

concerning the Kisesa schools. 
 

 

************************ 

The church in Igoma  

Baraka Christian Nursery School 
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TESTIMONY: 

“MISSIONS IN EAST AFRICA”  BY NELSON WERE 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We thank 

God for His grace and mercy over us, and your prayers on our behalf. We 

are also grateful for the opportunity to be able to serve the Lord here 

in Eldoret, Kenya. We left Bomet Bible Institute and the church at 

Bomet about two years ago in 2009 December to come and take up a 

pastoral position with the Holy Trinity Church in Africa, Eldoret Parish, 

and also teach at the Faith College of the Bible, Eldoret. This move was a 

big move for us as until that time we had been serving under the 

tutelage and close guidance of both Rev Michael Koech and Rev Jonathan 

Langat at Bomet. We were also planning to move to serve in another 

church, the same denomination that was under my father’s leadership. 

But now two years down the road, we can say that God has been good to 

us and has led us hitherto. This is a testimony of how God has been 

leading me, my family and the ministry committed to us since we moved 

to serve in Eldoret until now. 

 

God’s leading upon me and my family 

As a family we are thankful to God for His grace, mercies, sustenance, 

provisions, guidance and care upon 

us. We are grateful that we have 

been able to minister together both 

in the college and in the church. We 

are also grateful for our daughter 

Charmaine who is growing well. She 

will be starting school next year God 

willing, and we’re praying as we seek 

to decide which school she will enroll 

in. We thank God that for this year 

Christine has been able to instruct 

and teach her at home in addition to 

her other duties and 
Nelson and his family 
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responsibilities. We are also thankful for God’s grace and provisions even 

in the construction project that we have been undertaking since we 

moved to Eldoret, and that the house being built for us has come a long 

way. God indeed has been gracious to us as a family and we are grateful 

and thankful to Him for everything. 

 

God’s hand upon the church and college ministries 

We thank God for His leading and guidance for us in Eldoret. Coming to 

Eldoret has opened many ministerial opportunities for us. Serving in two 

churches has been challenging both for me and my family. It has not 

been easy especially when we have been attending two different 

churches. My wife helps in one church taking the women’s bible study 

every Sunday and in recent months, teaching the women to sing and 

forming a choir. As we live far from the church, she is not able to teach 

in the Sunday School, but she is able to serve by overseeing the Sunday 

School and the teachers.  

 

Pastoring two churches has not been 

easy, and we thank God for His grace 

upon us. The Episcopal system of 

church government has its challenges, 

but God has been gracious to provide 

senior and godly pastors to help us. The 

responsibilities of the ministry 

increased with my ordination to become 

a deacon which was on 7 August but 

God has been our sufficiency. We are 

also thankful for the opportunities to 

minister to other churches under our 

denomination as well as the pastors 

through seminars and workshops. We 

have been able to conduct Church 

Administration workshops in different 

areas and Christine has been 

ministering to the pastors’ wives also. 

This goat was his ordination gift 
from his church, when he was 

ordained as a deacon on  
7 August 2011 
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We also had the opportunity to organize and minister to our Annual 

Pastors’ conference in November for which we thank and praise God.  

 

Truly these two years have abounded in labors, and reflecting upon them 

brings to light the grace and mercy that has been given to us by the 

Lord for the work here. Both in the years of preparation at FEBC and 

the involvements in practical ministry in the Singapore churches, as well 

as the years of pastoral preparation under Rev Michael Koech and Rev 

Jonathan Langat at Bomet Bible Institute and the AGUC churches have 

been blessings to us. We hope and pray that as the Lord leads and guides 

us, we may in the next year abound in the service of our Lord and occupy 

till He comes. Amen. 

 

We are now based at Faith College of the Bible, and we teach at Bomet 

Bible Institute for one week every month. 

 

God’s work among the university students 

God has also opened the door to the tertiary students’ ministry in 

Eldoret. We had tried to start in the past but had been difficult due to 

the distances involved. But coming to Eldoret enabled us to start an 

outreach to the Moi University in Eldoret. We thank God that we have 

been consistently meeting some students once every two weeks. We also 

had a gospel meeting earlier this year. We have been able to start a 

similar group in Nairobi for the students studying in the universities 

there. Due to distance, it has not been easy to have regular follow ups 

with that group, but we are thankful that we have had people willing to 

care for the Nairobi group. We hope that we can establish these two 

groups in the following year, God willing, and also at the same time reach 

out to the other campuses and universities. 

 

Open doors for the work of the ministry and the glory of God 

The Lord has been gracious to us and with the assistance and prayers of 

Truth B-P Church, we have been able to get a slot on a local Christian 

Radio station to air a weekly programme in Swahili titled “What Saith 

the Scriptures?” This programme goes on air every Sunday at 9.45 pm 
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and has been a blessing both to me 

as well as to many others. We thank 

God for the response from callers 

who call in after each programme. 

Some of them request for prayers, 

while others share a word of 

testimony on how the programme 

has been a blessing to them. 

 

 

We wish to thank the LORD for 

Truth B-P Church and its members 

for their prayers on our behalf and for every assistance accorded to us 

and to the ministry here in Kenya. May the Lord bless and prosper the 

labors of Truth B-P Church and the love you have shown towards the 

saints in faraway lands. 

 

Please continue to pray for us and for the work of the Lord here, that 

the Lord may be pleased to bring to remembrance the many lessons we 

learned as students in different areas, and that He may grant us wisdom 

to be able to make full proof of the ministry and that we may glorify His 

name in all areas of service that He has committed unto us for His glory 

and praise. 

 
************************ 

 

 

Sermon recording of the Swahili 

radio programme titled  
“What saith the Scriptures?”   
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REPORT: 

“TRUE GOSPEL B-P CHURCH CAM P  

HELD IN SIHANOUKVILLE, CAMBODIA, 

5 TO 7 SEPTEMBER 2011”  BY MARTIN CHEONG 

Day 1 

Bro John Loo and I went to Terminal 2 (Changi Airport) in the early 

morning of 4 September (Sunday). After a simple breakfast and a prayer 

for safety and guidance, we flew off to Phnom Penh to minister to the 

brethren in Cambodia. We arrived safely at 9.15 am through the provi-

dence of God, were met by Pisey (a member of True Gospel B-P Church) 

and then we proceeded to Sihanoukville by taxi. Arriving there at 3 pm, 

we checked into a hotel. After freshening up, we called Pr John Saray 

and arranged for dinner with his family. While out for a walk, we met     

Pr Saray by coincidence. As we needed a motorbike to help us move 

around more easily, he took us to rent one. This was followed by dinner 

fellowship with his wife (Lydia) and 2 children (Jonathan and Melissa). 

 

Day 2 

After breakfast, we 

explored the town on 

our bike while waiting 

for the arrival of the 

campers  from 

Kampot. And we were 

caught  in  a 

thunderstorm!  We 

returned  to  the 

hotel  drenched 

through  and 

through! But thank God for safety! The campers were also caught in the 

downpour, and they arrived around 12 noon. Altogether there were 25 

campers including the two of us and the 3 full time workers and their 

True Gospel B-P Church’s 2nd Church Camp 
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families. After freshening up, we 

went to the nearby Abundant Life 

Church  which  is  our  camp  site. 

Lunch was served in the church and 

we had good fellowship. It was then 

free and easy till 4.30 pm when we 

had the camp briefing and opening 

address by Pr Sopheak. We sang “O 

worship  the  King”  followed  by 

prayer.  The  camp  theme  was 

“Serving God Joyfully.” The scripture verse is Psalm 2:11: “Serve the 
Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.” 
 

Dinner followed after a short break. We were served plain rice with two 

dishes and a soup. Dessert was sweet longans. There were some concerns 

as to whether we could have our camp messages at the camp site 

because from across the road were 2 or 3 KTVs blaring out loud music. 

But, praise God, our meeting room had a good PA system and we could 

hear the messages well despite the loud music. 

 

Before the meeting proper, we have a time of singspiration led by Pr Liv 

Rotha. Then Pr Sopheak started the meeting with the opening hymn 

“There is a fountain filled with blood,” a good reminder to us of the 

precious gift of our Lord Jesus Christ who gave His life to us on Calvary. 

Only trust Him is our only response to Him. Bro John was then invited to 

deliver the opening message. The first lesson is our new life in Christ and 

we are saved to serve! He spoke from Ephesians 2:1-10. We are to serve 

God according to His Word and His way. Bro John ended with the 

acronym “JOY”: Jesus, Others, You. Pr Sopheak closed with the hymn 

“Trusting Jesus.” A time of fellowship followed before we retired for 

the night at 9.30 pm. 

 

Day 3 

We woke up at 5.45 am and after washing up, Bro John and I had a time 

of prayer for each other as well as for the camp. Then we proceeded to 

Preparation for lunch 
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the camp site at 6.45 am. Pr Sopheak opened with the hymn “Holy, Holy, 

Holy” followed by prayer. For devotion, I shared from Psalm 138 on how 

we can praise God even in times of trials, trouble and tribulation.          

Pr Sopheak closed the devotion with the hymn “Go and Tell.” 

 

The second day meeting (chaired by Pr Liv Rotha) started at 9.10 am with 

the hymn “I need thee every hour.” The second message was on the privilege 

to serve the Lord and Master as He showed from Matthew 20:20-28. The 

three P’s of serving (position, prospect, privilege) were explained by Bro 

John. The session was interpreted and closed by Pr Liv Rotha with the hymn 

“I know whom I have believed” and a closing prayer. After a short break, 

testimony time followed. After lunch, it was free time in the afternoon. 

 

The night meeting began at 7.15 pm with Pr Thaven leading the opening 

hymn followed by prayer. Thavy (Sopheak’s wife) was the camp organist. 

Bro John’s next message was on serving with humility. The scripture text 

was Philippians 2:5-13. Believers are to have the mind of Christ. Only 

then can we serve Him in a way that is pleasing to Him.  Pr Thaven closed 

the meeting with the hymn “No, Not One.” After the meeting, Bro John 

and I met up with Prs Sopheak, Liv Rotha and Thaven for fellowship in Pr 

Sopheak’s father’s restaurant on the beach where we discussed their 

work in Kampot and the challenges they faced. 

 

Day 4 

After a good night’s rest, we rode to the camp site again. Morning devotion 

was led by Pr Sopheak who began with the hymn “I need thee every hour” 

followed by prayer. Scripture reading was taken from Joshua 1:1-9. He 

instructed us to meditate daily on God’s Word, to do all that God instructed 

us and to trust that He will give us success. We were reminded to be strong 

and of good courage and not to be afraid as the Lord is with us always. 

 

The morning (and final) message started with Pr Liv Rotha leading us in 

the hymn “Lord I am coming home” and an opening prayer. The final 

message by Bro John was “The Joy of the Lord is my Strength.” The 

scripture text was Habakkuk 3:16-19. We presented a song item “Go, 
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Labour On” to encourage them in their walk and service for God. Pr Liv 

Rotha translated and explained the meaning of the hymn to the campers. 

As a token of their appreciation to 

us, we were each presented with a 

small love gift “from their heart.” 

After a break, a short exhortation 

by Pr Rotha and a time of lively Q-&

-A ensued. Offering was collected 

and the camp ended with lunch. The 

campers then prepared to return to 

Kampot  (113  km  away)  by 

motorbikes, a taxi and a car. Some 

of the bikes have three riders each. 

We  prayed  for  their  safety  and 

good weather as they traveled back home. Bro John and I went to the 

bus station where we had a short time of fellowship with Pr Saray. We 

then left the station at 2.20 pm and arrived at Phnom Penh at 7 pm. 

Thank God for safety. We made a call to Pr Sopheak and were assured 

that they have all arrived safely in Kampot. Praise God! We took a tuk-

tuk to Hotel Paragon, checked-in, and had dinner. After some fellowship, 

we retired for the night. The next morning, we had breakfast in a cafe 

next to our hotel. At 10 am, we took a taxi to the airport and before we 

knew it, we were on board the plane on our way home. 

 

We thank God for the opportunity and privilege to minister to our 

Cambodian brethren; as well as for safety, wisdom and direction. We 

look forward to many more opportunities to serve our Lord and Master 

wherever and whenever He calls us. Amen. 

 
************************ 

  

John and Martin presented the 
hymn “Go Labour On”  
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 REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO CHIANG RAI,  

THAILAND, 5 TO 9 SEPTEMBER 2011” 
BY MRS KWOK YEE MIN 

For Ernest, Caius and me, this was our third missions trip to Chiang Rai. 

The theme for this year’s Leadership Training for the Lahu pastors and 

evangelists was “The Doctrine of the Church” which included topics like 

the “Doctrine of the Bible,” “False Churches and False Teachings,” 

“Biblical Separation,” and “Sacraments.” This was the fifth year of the 

six-year Leadership Training Program. 

 

There were evening services held at 8 pm every night. The theme for 

the evening services was “What does it mean to believe in Jesus?” based 

on 2 Timothy 1:8 and 12. On Monday, the first evening, we began with an 

opening address to all Bethel Development Centre (BDC) children, their 

parents, the invited evangelists and pastors. The evening ended with 

refreshment and fellowship around the table. 

 

On the second day at 8.30 am, Pstr Dennis led the 30-minute morning 

devotion. The theme for the morning devotions was “What does it mean 

to follow Jesus?” Nine more Myanmar Lahu pastors and evangelists came 

to join us in the leadership training. They arrived late in the afternoon 

after having crossed the northern border of Thailand which took about 

1½ hours to BDC. Due to strict immigration laws, they were only allowed a 

three-day visa in Thailand. They had to return to Myanmar by Thursday. 

There were three sessions daily: two in the morning (9 am to 10.30 am, 

and 11 am to 12.30 pm), and one in the afternoon (2 pm to 3 pm). There 

was a Q-&-A session at the end. While Pstr Dennis taught, Bro Billy did 

the translation into the Lahu language. Sis Warunee assisted by typing 

out the key points onto her laptop and then projecting onto a screen so 

that the students could understand better. Another change we saw this 

year was the addition of a daily test instead of one examination on the 

final day. This arrangement was made so that the Myanmar Lahu pastors 
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and evangelists can be tested on what they had just learnt. To lighten 

Billy’s load, Warunee interpreted the morning devotions and the evening 

services. 

 

For the evening service, everyone (including the children) gathered again 

for a time of worship, singing and song presentations. They were diligent 

in their song practices and presented a different Lahu song each evening 

to praise the Lord. 

 

On the third and fourth day, Pstr Dennis continued to teach the pastors 

and evangelists. From the Q-&-A sessions held in the afternoon, we can 

see that they were interested in learning God’s Word. They raised 

certain questions about Charismatism, infant baptism, Christian music, 

etc.  I  thanked  God  for  the 

opportunity  to  minister  to 

about  ten  teenage  girls  on 

Thursday  evening  before  the 

evening service. I shared from 

1  Timothy  4:12:  “Let  no  man 
despise thy youth; but be thou 
an example of the believers, in 
word,  in  conversation,  in 
charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in 
purity.” I shared that as young 

Christian girls, they should not 

waste their  youth by seeking 

worldly things. They ought to 

study and meditate on the Word of the Lord, be exemplary in their 

Christian conduct, love one another, make good use of their spiritual 

gifts, show genuine faith and keep their bodies pure. In doing so, they 

honour God and God will bless them in return.  

 

On  the  final  day,  Pstr  Dennis  taught  on  the  sensitive  topic  of 

“Sacraments.” It was a sensitive topic because most of the pastors and 

evangelists are Baptists, and they believe strongly in immersion as their 

Yee Min (far right) shared 1 Timothy 4:12  
with these young Christian girls 



33 

baptism mode. They also do not practise infant baptism. As such, it was 

with much prayer  that Pstr  Dennis  taught this  topic.  Having  gone 

through the same struggle and much study on this topic taught by Billy 

earlier this year, Elder Chalaw also tried to explain that sprinkling is 

taught in the Bible and not immersion. Although they had a much clearer 

picture about baptism and the Lord’s Supper, only a few were convicted 

and many still needed to study more to be convicted. They needed time 

to break away from what they were taught by the early American 

Baptist missionaries and pastors, and to submit themselves to the sole 

authority of God’s Word. May God help them. 

 

The final examination was held in the after-

noon. 8 out of the 13 students completed all 

the  tests  and  final  examination.  They  all 

passed, with the highest mark being 97.5. I 

was  especially  encouraged  to  see  an  old 

granny taking the examination though many 

others were unable to read and write like 

her. Some were just simply afraid to take the 

examination. We pray that more will “dare” to 

take the examination next time, God willing. 

In the evening was the Thanksgiving Service and Testimony Night. The 

students were presented with Certificates of Merit (for those who 

passed) and Certificates of Attendance (for those who attended but did 

not take the tests and examination.) All in all, we thank God that there 

were about 30 students who attended the Leadership Training Program. 

Children and adults presented their songs of praise to the Lord. We also 

had  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  remembrance  of  our  Lord’s  death  and 

resurrection. The students then gave their testimonies of praise and 

thanksgiving to the Lord. I was encouraged when one pastor shared that 

even though we spoke in different languages, we are all bound by the 

Lord’s love and the Word of God. 

 

On Sunday, there was a morning service at 11 am chaired by Billy. It was 

the last message by Pstr Dennis. He spoke from James 1:19-27 on what 

it meant to be doers of God’s Word and not hearers only. The service 

Taking the final 
examination 
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was well attended and the 

Lord’s  Supper  was  also 

served. After the service, 

Elder  Chalaw  said  a 

birthday  prayer  for  a 

mute  girl  named  Dorca. 

Pstr Dennis gave a short 

sharing from Psalm 127:3 

to encourage the parents 

to give thanks for their 

children  always  and  to 

commit them to the Lord. Then Pstr Dennis prayed for her. After the 

final handshakes, we took a photo with Elder Chalaw and his family 

together with Billy and Warunee. 

 

Personally, I thanked the Lord for this missions trip where each one of 

us had a part to play. Ernest and Caius enjoyed their moments with the 

BDC children with all the sand and 

mud. They also had the opportunity 

to  see  how  the  children  stayed 

together in the BDC dormitories. I 

hope these experiences will enrich 

their  lives  and  that  they  will 

appreciate God’s blessings on us in 

Singapore. We also had wonderful 

fellowship  with  Elder  Chalaw, 

Warunee and Billy. May God bless 

the BDC ministry and help all who heard the Word to be truly servants 

after His own heart and to practise what they have learnt. Amen. 
 

 

************************ 

Children who stayed in the BDC 

Rev Dennis Kwok and family  
with Elder Chalaw (far right) and his family  
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REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO KENYA, 25 NOVEMBER 

TO 12 DEC EMBER 2011”  BY CAROL LEE 

Praise and thank God for yet another opportunity to minister to our 

brethren in Bomet and Eldoret. I arrived back in Singapore on 12 

December (Monday) with much joy and thanksgiving to our gracious Lord 

for His safekeeping throughout my trip and His rich blessing of 

Christian fellowship with our Kenyan brethren. 

 

In Bomet, the building project (a 3-

storey accommodation block) of the 

Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) is making 

slow progress, due to the lack of funds. 

With each passing year, the building 

cost escalates. Latest update from Rev 

Michael Koech (Principal of BBI): about 

S$58,000 are still needed for the work to continue to completion. 

 

The BBI library and the Children’s library continue to welcome donations 

of used Christian books in good condition from Singapore. 

 

As invited by Rev Michael, and by God’s grace, I was able to conduct a 20

-hour Vacation Bible Course on “Youth Christian Education” at the BBI. 

The course was repeated the following week in Eldoret, in the campus of 

the Faith College of the Bible (FCB) for the benefit of members of local 

churches in the Eldoret region.  

 

A total of 22 BBI students, 

pastors and church leaders 

from the Africa Gospel Unity 

Church (AGUC) attended the 

course at Bomet while at 

Eldoret there were 6 

members from two groups of 
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churches: the Holy Trinity Church of 

Africa (HTCA) and the Good News 

Church of Africa (GNCA).  

 

Do continue to pray for the training 

ministry in Bomet and Eldoret that 

labourers may be better equipped to 

serve our Lord in the local churches. 

Also pray for the AGUC’s outreach 

into Tanzania:  

(a) the registration of the AGUC in Tanzania, and 

(b) the establishment of a local church in Kome (Tanzania). 

 

Our sister, Mrs Lornah James Kitulika, is making preparations for a 

Christian kindergarten to begin operations in January 2012 in Mwanza 

(Tanzania). To date, 56 children have registered.   

 

With the love gifts from members of Truth B-P Church, Nelson Were 

has been able to embark on a radio broadcast ministry where, for about 

S$100 a month, he is able to have his Swahili sermons broadcast over 

radio for 15 minutes a week. May many listeners be brought under the 

gospel sound through this ministry. 

 

I thank God for opening the door of ministry into Kenya to co-labour 

with our Kenyan brethren in the training of church leaders. God willing, I 

shall return to minister to them again in 2012.  

 

Returning home after a missions trip makes me reflect on how our life on 

earth is liken to a missions trip. Our earthly life will not last for ever and 

must be lived in service to our Lord, for very soon we will be going to our 

ultimate home, in heaven, for eternity, never to make another trip again. 

Do we look forward to going “home”?  How is your “missions trip” on this 

earth? All glory be unto God! 

 
 

************************ 

From the left: Rev Jonathan Langat 
(Academic Dean of BBI), Elkanah (Rev 

Daniel Yaban’s son),  Sister Carol  
and Sister Carolyn 
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 REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO CAMBODIA,  

16 TO 20 DECEMBER 2011” BY MRS KWOK YEE MIN 

This was Caius and my first missions trip to Cambodia although Pstr 

Dennis and Ernest have been there several times with other brethren 

from our church. The main objective of this trip was to rejoice with the 

brethren at True Gospel BP Church at Kampot on their 4th Thanksgiving 

Anniversary and to encourage the brethren at both Kampot and 

Sihanoukville.  

 

Day 1 (16 December) 

When we arrived at Phnom Penh airport, it was around 6pm but the sky 

was already dark. We promptly made our way on a pre-booked private 

taxi to Kampot. Thank God for safe journey mercies although the taxi 

driver knocked down a dog along the way. When we arrived at Kampot, Pr 

Sopheak received us and brought us out for dinner. After which, we 

went to the guest house to rest for the night. 

 

Day 2 (17 December) 

In the morning, we met Pr Sopheak and Pr Rotha who brought us to visit 

5 pieces of land for possible church site and building. As they are 

renting the current premises for use as a church and the rent is 

increasing every year, TMS and the 

Cambodian preachers are in the 

preliminary planning and discussion on 

church building for the near future. In 

the evening, we had a Christmas gospel 

programme at Andong Khmer Village 

commune, an outreach that was 

started more than a year ago. About 

50 children attended the Christmas 

programme which included a message 

by Pstr Dennis on “The True Meaning 

The outreach at Andong Khmer  
Village commune  
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of Christmas” taken from Matthew 1:18-23, 2 songs presentation by the 

youths and children and a skit on the Christmas account. The programme 

ended joyously with gift exchange for the children. I was especially 

encouraged to see very young children riding on big bicycles meant for 

adults to come for this Christmas programme. We pray that as they have 

heard the gospel message, they will also come to believe in Jesus. After 

the Christmas programme, we went back to church to have a wonderful 

dinner fellowship with the preachers and their families. 

 

Day 3 (18 December) 

It was True Gospel B-P Church’s 4th Thanksgiving Anniversary today. We 

thanked God for the many who came to rejoice with them and for the 

baptism of 2 youths and baby Hannah, younger daughter of Pr Sopheak 

and Sister Thavy. At the service, Pstr Dennis preached from                  

1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 to encourage the brethren to know those who 

labour among them, to support them and to love one another in the 

church. It was a happy occasion for 

everyone as the members stayed back 

after service to fellowship with one 

another. As some of the youths are able to 

speak in English and Mandarin, we were 

able to communicate with them. Pr Rotha’s 

wife, Saron and her sister cooked lunch 

for us using charcoal as it was cheaper to 

use charcoal than gas. As I observed them 

cook outdoors, I thanked God for their 

cheerful service. It was a delicious meal 

prepared by their loving hands. 

 

After lunch, the youths and adults started to prepare the ingredients 

for the dinner during the Christmas gospel programme in church. They 

worked hard - pounding the spices, chopping the pork ribs, squeezing the 

grated coconut, peeling potatoes, etc to prepare curry for dinner. They 

practised Christian love by serving joyfully and diligently in the church.  

 

Two youths and one infant 
were baptised 
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In the evening, about 100 children and adults started streaming in. Many 

of them are staying nearby and some of them came from Bilomi which is 

about 20 minutes away. The Christmas programme started with the same 

message by Pstr Dennis on “The 

True Meaning of Christmas” with 

Pr Rotha as interpreter. After 

the message, the delicious curry 

and bread prepared by the loving 

hands were served. Everyone 

tucked in happily and the 2nd part 

of the programme proceeded with 

2 song presentations and the skit 

on the Christmas account. The 

youths used candles as they sang 

the Christmas carols. It was a 

wonderful sight, reminding us of Jesus’ birth. During the Christmas skit, 

baby Hannah was roped in to act as baby Jesus too and she cooperated 

fully by being quiet throughout the whole acting.  

 

My family also presented a song item “I wish you knew my Jesus.” It is 

our prayers that those who attended will come to know the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The programme ended with gift exchange. Even my 2 boys 

participated in the gift exchange and they were very excited when their 

names were called and they received the presents happily prepared by 

the Cambodian children. One of the Cambodian children received the 

biggest present among the gifts and he was so happy that he jumped up 

and down in joy. When he finally opened the present, he was so delighted 

to see a rice cooker! The children returned home happily with their 

gifts. After the programme ended, the youths and church members 

finally sat down to have a good dinner. It was encouraging to see them 

work so hard throughout the day and even after the dinner, they spent 

about 2 hours to clean up the whole church. Yet they did not complain 

but served God joyfully. 

 

 

Christmas program in the evening 
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Day 4 (19 December) 

Together with Pr Sopheak and Pr Rotha, we made our way to 

Sihanoukville to visit Pr John Saray, Lydia and the 2 children. We 

reached there slightly before lunch and had fellowship with them at 

their church premises. It was good to see them have a proper and clean 

place for their Sunday school and worship service. They also teach 

English to children and youths in the evenings. Thank God for their 

faithful work. Ernest was happy to see his good ‘old’ friend, Jonathan 

after some time. The parents were so thankful that Jonathan got 2nd 

place in his class. 

 

We went for lunch on our own and then made our way to a seaside 

restaurant opened by Pr Sopheak’s parents. It was a lovely sight as we 

looked out at the beautiful creation of sea and sky by our Creator.         

Pr John Saray and family came shortly after lunch to join us for more 

fellowship. The day ended with a seaside dinner and we made our way 

back to Kampot. 

 

Day 5 (20 December) 

After breakfast with 

the preachers and their 

families, we bided a fond 

farewell to them as we 

traveled back to Phnom 

Penh for our return to 

Singapore. It was a 

blessed trip for my 

family as we saw how like

- m i n d e d  b r e t h r e n 

laboured for the Lord in 

Cambodia. May we continue to uphold them in prayers and if possible, be 

there and encourage them. Amen. 

 
************************ 

From the left: Pr Sopheak & family, Pr Thaven, 
Pr Rotha & family, Rev Dennis Kwok & family  
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 REPORT: 

“MISSIONS TRIP TO CAMBODIA,  

26 TO 31 JANUARY 2012” BY REV DENNIS KWOK 

For the first time, I have travelled alone to Cambodia. The journey from 

Phnom Penh International Airport to Sihanoukville took me three hours. 

The purpose of this trip was to conduct a Family Seminar and to 

celebrate the first anniversary of Lively Hope B-P Church. 

 

On  Friday  afternoon  (27 

January),  we  went  home 

visitation; and in the evening, I 

gave  a  short  sharing  to  the 

children  at  the  English  class, 

with  Pr  John  Saray  as 

interpreter.  On  Saturday  (28 

January),  we  had  a  one-day 

seminar  on  the  Christian 

Family.  I thank God for the 

honour and privilege to share 

with them four sessions, ending with a Question-&-Answer session.  

 

The seminar topics were: “Love 

Begins from Home,” “Revival of 

our  Home”  and  “Christian 

Marriage.”  Eighteen  attended 

the seminar. This is the first 

time  that  Lively  Hope  B-P 

Church  has  organised  such  a 

seminar. God willing, it shall be 

held annually. 

 

 

 

 

Rev Dennis Kwok (left) spoke at the 
seminar while Pr Saray (right) translated  

18 people attended this first seminar 
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On  Sunday  (29  January),  the 

children had their Sunday School at 

8  am  while  the  Anniversary 

Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  at 

2pm  to  allow  sufficient  time  for 

preparation. Normally, the Worship 

Service is held at 9 am, immediately 

after the Sunday School. Thank God 

that more than fifty people turned 

up for the Anniversary Service.  

 

There was water  baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper was administered. The 

six youths who were baptised have 

been  attending  Lively  Hope  B-P 

Church regularly. The church has ten 

to  fifteen  regular  worshippers  on 

Sundays. May the work of the Lord 

continue to grow and abound through 

the faithful preaching of His Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special item by the children 

Six youths were baptised 

Group photo after Lively Hope B-P Church’s  
1st Anniversary Thanksgiving Service 
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On  Monday  (30  January),  I 

travelled to Kampot to meet with 

the  preachers  there  to  discuss 

about  our  new  outreach.  Pr  Liv 

Rotha  will  be  leading  this  new 

church: True Faith B-P Church. We 

met with the landlord to discuss 

about  the rental  of  the church 

premises. The church premises is 

located on the other side of the 

river, about ten minutes away from 

True Gospel B-P Church.  
 

It is a two-storey house. On the 

ground  floor,  there  is  a  big  hall 

which can be used for the church 

service. There are also two rooms 

with attached toilets. Pr Rotha and 

his family will occupy one room, and 

the other will be a guestroom.  

 

On the second level, there are two 

rooms which can be used as classrooms. Pr Rotha plans to start English 

classes as well as computer classes on weekday evenings. The rental is 

US$200 per month which Truth B-P Church will be supporting. Pr Rotha 

managed to secure a three-year 

contract with the landlord. In this 

neighbor-hood,  there  are  many 

children.  It  is  indeed  a  great 

harvest field! Both Pr Rotha and 

his wife Saron are very excited 

about this new work. In February, 

they  will  move  to  this  new 

premises. 

 

 

Premises of the new  
True Faith B-P Church 

The big hall on the ground floor 

2nd level classrooms 
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We thank God for opening the door to Cambodia for us in Truth B-P 

Church. True Gospel B-P Church was born in Kampot at the end of 2007 

with Prs John Saray, Chan Sopheak and Liv Rotha serving together. After 

two years in January 2010, the Lord led Pr John Saray to start Lively 

Hope B-P Church in Sihanoukville.  

 

At the same time, the Lord also led Pr Sopheak and Rotha to start a Bible 

School in the same premises as True Gospel B-P Church in Kampot. God 

also sent another Cambodian FEBC graduate, Pr Thaven, to teach in the 

Bible School. He has been teaching for a year now. God willing, this coming 

July he will return to Singapore to further his studies in FEBC for another 

two years. True Gospel B-P Church is now under the charge of Pr Sopheak. 

It is so exciting to see the Spirit of God working in the missions field.  

 

March 18 is the inauguration date of True Faith B-P Church under          

Pr Rotha. Do remember this new work in your prayers. The harvest is 

indeed plentiful but the labourers are few. May the Lord send forth 

more labourers into His harvest field. Could it be you? May God help us. 

Amen. 

 

 

************************ 
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 KIDS’ CORNER: 

“THE TRAILBLAZER  OF AFRICA” BY EILEEN CHEE 

Matthew 28:18-20: “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world." 
 
Africa, also known as the Dark Continent, was a place where very few 

dared to venture due to fear of the unknown and the danger that lurks 

within. However, to a young Scottish man, the Dark Continent was like 

any other place - a place included in the “all nations”; not beyond “the 

end of the world” as stated in the Great Commission, and a place where 

God would be with him alway. How did this young man decide to go so far 

out into Africa? 

 

David Livingstone, born in Blantyre, Scotland, March 19 1813 was the 

second son of a poor peasant family. At the age of 10, he began to work 

in a cotton factory to help with the family's income. Despite the hard 

labour, he still found time and created opportunities for himself to 

study. Imagine attending an evening school after a long day from 6 am to 

8 pm, and still he studied till 12 am, all at the age of 10!    

 

When David was twenty, he was already well schooled in the natural 

sciences and medicine. More importantly, he was converted at this age 

and gave his life to serve Christ who died for him. A 

South Africa missionary called Robert Moffat came 

to England and told his audiences about his mission. 

He said “a vast plain to the north where he had 

sometimes seen, in the morning sun, the smoke of a 
thousand villages, where no missionary had ever been.” 

With this, David decided to go to Africa to preach the 

gospel to the lost. On 8 December 1840, he boarded a 

ship for South Africa and never turned back for the 

next 33 years of his life. 

  

David Livingstone 
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Upon reaching Africa, he wasted no time in learning the language of the 

natives and preached to whoever was present 

to listen to him. Besides, the hunger in him to 

reach out to more lost souls drove him into the 

depths of central and southern Africa. This 

exploration of unknown territories - in order to 

spread the gospel, was a major contribution to 

the world's knowledge of Africa's hidden 

treasures and beauty.1    

 

In all his travels and explorations, David had to 

endure extreme heat, coldness and hunger, 

meet with hostile savages and wild beasts 

(especially lions!) and battle with fevers and 

illnesses.2 Still, he plodded on, with full 

earnestness to win souls for Christ, and with 

the words of Jesus in his heart, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world.” 

 

At the age of 60, David Livingstone passed away. He was found dead on 

his knees by his bed. In his last breath on earth, he prayed that God 

would show His love and light to dark Africa. His African servants buried 

his heart in the land, for his heart was given to Africa. They then 

carried his body to the coast - a nine-month long march and sent it to 

England to be buried. His body now lies in Westminster Abbey. 

 

You have memorized Matthew 28:18-20 by heart. Why not carry this 

verse with you everywhere, like David Livingstone did? 
 

*******************************  

Endnotes:  

1 Lake Ngami, River Zouga, Zambesi River, Lake Nyassa, the Victoria Falls, Lake 

Moero, Lake Bangweolo were some of his discoveries. 

2 David also provided keen observations for the common diseases in Africa such 

as malaria, tropical ulcer, scurvy, pneumonia, typhoid and dysentery.  

(http://www.livingstoneonline.ucl.ac.uk/biog/dl/bio.html) 

David Livingstone 
preaching from a wagon 




