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Foreword 
2 Timothy 4:2 — “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” This verse is a 

reminder of the duty every church has to preach the Gospel and the whole 

counsel of God. This also applies to the individual Christian. We must be a 

faithful witness for the Lord in sharing the Gospel, and in giving a word of 

exhortation and rebuke when needed. 

 

We must preach the Word “in season” – when the time is right, when the 

circumstances seem favourable. There is no excuse for not sharing the 

Gospel or speaking up for the Lord. The E-band (Evangelistic Band) of Truth 

Bible-Presbyterian Church was able to go to the neighbourhood on the first 

Sunday of every month for many years to share the Gospel, and to give out 

tracts. It was a joy to be able to spread the Good News of salvation to 

strangers and do our part in obeying the Great Commission. However, this 

has been put on hold since early 2020 due to the pandemic. Many of the 

church ministries and activities were curtailed due to restrictions imposed. 

Will we still continue to witness for the Lord in our daily living, and share the 

Gospel? Preach the Word – “out of season.” When the situation does not 

seem favourable, when the circumstances seem to work against us, we must 

still continue to preach the Word of God. 

 

Thank God that during the pandemic, we were able to continue with our 

worship of God and fellowship online. Such adjustment to online worship and 

activities had been challenging for our brethren in Cambodia. Thank God for 

enabling the preachers to faithfully conduct the worship services, Bible 

studies and home visitations within the safe management practices allowed 

by the government even though the restrictions made it difficult for them to 

reach out to the members.  

 

With the situation improving, we thank God for making it possible for most of 

the church ministries to resume and that we can meet in person, albeit with 

some restrictions. Let us continue to press on in the work of the Great 

Commission, and with the preaching of God’s Word, whether “in season,” or 

“out of season.” 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Eld Winston Chew (Chairman) 

Truth Missions Society, Truth BPC 
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Article:       

God’s Word refers to the perfect Bible written in the languages of Hebrew, 

Aramaic and Greek. These are ancient languages, not the modern Hebrew 

and Greek that are spoken in Israel and Greece today. This perfect Bible is 

still with us today. It is the Hebrew and Aramaic (Old Testament) and Greek 

(New Testament) underlying the King James Bible (KJB). The KJB is the 

most faithful and accurate English translation of the Bible for English 

speaking believers.  

 

All Christians are to study God’s Word using the most faithful and accurate 

translation of the perfect Bible in their respective languages. Do not foolishly 

fall into the snare of the Devil by thinking that all translations are the same. 

They are not. Measure the translation against the perfect Bible underlying 

the KJB to help you decide which translation is the best. Your spiritual life 

and relationship with God is at stake. The Devil has flooded the market with 

all sorts of translations, with very corrupt ones like the Living Bible and the 

Good News Bible. The reason is that reading these translations with 

deliberate mistakes in them will not produce mature believers. They cannot 

grow in the grace and knowledge of God by using these faulty translations. 

A low view of God will be the result. Believers today need to have the 

highest regard for God's holy and perfect Word in these last days more than 

in any period of church history.  

 

How should we regard the Bible? What we hold in our hands daily are 

translations of the Bible. Even though it is not the perfect Bible, it does not 

mean that we do not have God's Word in our hands. God wanted the Bible 

to be understood and obeyed. There is no point holding the perfect Bible in 

our hands when we cannot read it. The written Word of God must not be 

worshipped as if it is a form of superstitious talisman that protects us from 

harm when we hold it in our hands or sleep with it under our pillow. The 

Bible is meant to be obeyed diligently.  

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 describe the Bible thus: “All scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 
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throughly furnished unto all good works.” The phrase “by inspiration of God” 

comes from a compound Greek word made up of two words, “God” and 

“breath”, i.e. “the breath of God” 

or “God breathed.”  This 

compound Greek word appears 

nowhere else except here. The 

scope of this inspiration is “All 

Scripture.” It refers to ALL the 

written Word. The immediate 

context refers to the Old 

Testament Scriptures only but 

not exclusively, for the New 

Testament Scriptures had not 

been completed yet. With the completion of the New Testament Scriptures, 

“All Scripture” must be understood to refer to both the Old and New 

Testaments, sixty-six books of the Bible. Literally it means that all the words 

in the Bible are perfect as they are God-breathed, albeit imperfect human 

writers were used to write them. This process of inspiration is beyond human 

understanding and explanation.  

 

The benefit derived from understanding and obeying the perfect Bible is 

fourfold, being profitable for: 

 

(1) doctrine; – These are instructions and teachings on how to live a life 

pleasing to God. Holiness, righteousness and godliness according to Holy 

Scriptures will be the result when the Word of God is obeyed because it is a 

lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. There need not be any guesses 

on what kind of life will please God. From the Bible, all relationships in life 

including our relationship with God, prayer, worship, possessions, friends, 

enemies, etc. are clearly taught. Our life as a child of God will be abundant 

and this abundance is not measured by temporal earthly things which will 

perish. It will be measured by all things eternal and spiritual; 

 

(2) reproof; – This is the removal of wrong convictions and replacing them 

with right ones. As long as we live on earth, we will need reproof. This is 

through the words of Holy Scriptures. The more we study the Bible the more 

we will have biblical convictions. Sometimes God uses teachers and 

preachers or even the counsel of other believers to reprove. Abraham lied 

that his wife Sarah was his sister and she was taken by Abimelech, a 

Philistine king, to be his wife. God used an unbeliever to reprove him. God 

intervened via a dream to stop His plan of salvation from ruination and 

commanded Abimelech to return her to Abraham immediately. Abimelech did 

All the words in the Bible are 
perfect as they are God-breathed, 

albeit imperfect human writers 
were used to write them. This 

process of inspiration is beyond 
human understanding and 

explanation. 
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so the next morning and rebuked Abraham for lying to him. He told Abraham 

to get out of his city and live outside. Then he said that Abraham was a 

shameful testimony to all his own people. Genesis 20:15-16, “And Abimelech 

said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. And unto 

Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: 

behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and 

with all other: thus she was reproved.” 

 

(3) correction; – This is by way of chastisement where physical pain is 

involved. It could be mental, emotional or physical or all the above. The word 

literally means “to straighten up again.” The child of God used to walk in the 

path of holiness but has strayed away. God uses adversities like sickness or 

loss of jobs or famine or drought or even the loss of a limb or loved ones to 

bring His disobedient child back to the fold. This is more painful than reproof 

where only words are used.  

 

(4) instruction in righteousness – The word “instruction” has the meaning of 

training a child. This is guidance through patient teaching on what is right 

and what is wrong. God is the Teacher. He always will want what is best for 

His child including the above three methods. This training in righteousness is 

to show from God’s Word what he must and must not do. This will minimise 

the transgressions he will commit in life. It will not eradicate it completely as 

he serves God in this mortal flesh. However, whenever he sins the 

instruction of righteousness will guide him back to holiness and 

righteousness according to Scriptures.  

 

The result is that the Christian, called the man of God here, “may be perfect, 

thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” What the LORD desires for all His 

children as they serve and witness for Christ in this sin-filled world is to be 

holy. To be holy is to be more and more like Christ. They must grow in grace 

and in the knowledge of Christ through the diligent and faithful study of God's 

holy and perfect Word. They will be well equipped by God to do all good 

works that will benefit sinners by pointing them to the Saviour, and fellow 

believers by provoking them unto love and good works.  

 

The only way to accomplish all the above is through the God-breathed Word 

of everlasting Life. Amen.  

 

************************ 
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Article:      

 

 

Psalm 12:6-7 — “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a 

furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou 

shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.”  

 

In this postmodern world, the concept of “truth” has acquired a certain 

fluidity. “Truth” is no longer something stable and sure – it is relative, open to 

doubt or question, and dependent upon individual interpretation. This attitude 

is not new, however. Almost two thousand years ago, when confronted by 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who had come into the world to “bear witness unto the 

truth,” the Roman prefect Pontius Pilate replied, “What is truth?” (John 18:37-

38), and delivered Him to be crucified. In fact, this hostility to truth goes back 

all the way to the Garden of Eden, and the temptation of the Devil: the father 

of lies, who has “no truth in him” (John 8:44).  

 

It is a situation such as this that the psalmist, David, laments in the opening 

verses of this psalm. He cries out to the LORD for help, because “the godly 

man ceaseth... the faithful fail from among the children of men.” The godly 

man is no longer to be found. The “faithful” – the ones who are firm and 

stable, standing squarely on the truth – have, it seems, vanished from the 

face of the earth. Everyone speaks “vanity” instead, i.e. false and empty 

words, out of a hypocritical (“double”) heart. David, hence, turns to the LORD 

for help. Indeed, the LORD has set Himself against the “flattering lips, and 

the tongue that speaketh proud things,” and He promises to “arise” in 

defence of the “poor” and the “needy” – but is this promise dependable? In a 

context where lies and falsehood abound, what can be trusted?  

 

Here the psalmist sets forth the grand 

theme of his psalm: the “words of the 

LORD” are not at all like the words of 

man. In the concluding verses of the 

psalm, David dwells on the purity of 

God’s words, and the preservation of 

His words.  

 

Purity 

Unlike the words of man, “the words of the LORD are pure words” – pure 

The words of the LORD are 
not at all like the words of 

man. In the concluding 
verses of  Psalm 12, David 

dwells on the purity of 
God’s words, and the 

preservation of His words. 
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from all of man’s falsehood, flattery, 

and vanity (verse 6 here stands in 

contrast with verse 2). How pure are 

these words of God? David 

compares them to silver refined in a 

furnace: having undergone an 

extensive process of purification, the 

metal that remains is perfect and pristine, free of any taint whatsoever. Thus 

God’s words are pictured as utterly pure, without any mixture of falsehood or 

error, without duplicity of any kind.  

 

How wonderful it is for the psalmist to turn from a sad recognition of the 

deception and hypocrisy of man’s words, to a blessed contemplation of the 

total dependability of “the words of the LORD”! David, especially, as one 

exposed to the politics and intrigue of the royal court, has seen first-hand the 

fallibility and dishonesty of man’s words. How quickly king Saul turned 

against him, and tried to kill him! David’s own counsellor, Ahithophel, 

betrayed him; and David’s own son, Absalom, led a rebellion against him. 

How could one find hope in the midst of all this? It would have been easy to 

give in to despair, doubt, and confusion. Yet David is able to endure, 

because his hope is not in man, but in the LORD – his trust and his 

assurance are not in the words of man, but in the pure and perfect words of 

the LORD.  

 

Preservation 

Again, verse 7 contrasts the “words 

of the LORD” with the words of man, 

which in verse 3 are described as 

“cut off” by the LORD. While He will 

“cut off” the lips and tongue of the 

proud, He will “keep” and “preserve” 

His own words; He will guard and 

protect them against every assault. 

And He will do this “for ever.”  

 

It is this statement of preservation that provides such hope and comfort to 

the psalmist, and to us – if God does not take care to preserve His own 

words, how can we be assured that He will preserve us? Our deliverance, 

our salvation, rests entirely on the authority and dependability of “the words 

of the LORD,” wherein the Way of salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ, is 

revealed. If God’s words can be “cut off” like the words of man, our salvation 

God will keep and preserve 
His own words; He will guard 

and protect them against 
every assault. And He will do 

this for ever. 

“God’s words are pictured as 
utterly pure, without any 

mixture of falsehood or error, 
without duplicity of any kind.”  
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hangs by a tenuous thread: but because God has preserved His words, we 

rest as it were upon the rock. 

 

How wonderful are these truths to our hearts! The words of our God are 

perfectly pure, not just in the past, but today. The psalmist’s God is our God; 

because He does not change – the words of the LORD which brought such 

comfort and encouragement to David, are the very same words today; 

because He has preserved them.  

 

We, too, are surrounded by 

falsehood and deception. We 

may face doubt and confusion, 

when bombarded by the vain 

and contradictory philosophies 

of the world; we may face 

betrayal at the hands of once-

trusted friends. But our hope, 

like David, is in the words of the 

LORD, and we ought to treasure these words very highly. Silver is greatly 

prized, and the purer it is the more precious it is. When we realize the 

perfect purity of God’s words, in contrast to the corruption and vanity of 

man’s words, we ought to consider the words of our God to be most 

precious indeed. We ought to depend absolutely on its promises. We ought 

to obey unwaveringly all its precepts.  

 

This is all the more so for us, as we are living in the last days. Scripture 

warns us that these will be days of rampant deception, with “false Christs, 

and false prophets” (Matthew 24:24), “seducing spirits, and doctrines of 

devils” (1 Timothy 4:1). Dear reader, consider now how marvellous it is that 

in the providence of God, in the face of times such as these, we have a firm 

answer to Pilate’s question. “What is truth?” In the words of the Lord Jesus, 

“Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). May we indeed be sanctified by this truth, 

as we learn more and more to treasure, and more and more to obey, the 

pure and perfect words of God.  

 

 

************************ 

 

Brother Samuel Joseph [BA, MRes, MDiv, ThM] is a graduate of the Far 

Eastern Bible College. Besides serving the Lord as a tutor in the College, he 

also serves the Lord actively in the preaching and   

teaching of God’s Word.  

“When we realize the perfect 
purity of God’s words, in contrast 

to the corruption and vanity of 
man’s words, we ought to consider 

the words of our God to be most 
precious indeed.” 
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Article:       

By Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo 

“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 

shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). 

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith (WCF, 1646) affirms the verbal and 

plenary inspiration (VPI) of the Holy Scriptures in the original languages, and 

that the same Scriptures are by God’s “singular care and providence, kept 

pure in all ages” (WCF I:8), verbally and plenarily preserved (VPP). The 

Westminster theologians used Matthew 5:18 as a proof text for this 

affirmation of the Scriptures’ perfect preservation. This proves that the 

doctrine of VPP is not just a confessional doctrine; it is more importantly a 

biblical doctrine.  

 

The VPP of Scripture is a position of faith that is based solely on the Word of 

God. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God” (Romans 10:17). “But without faith it is impossible to please 

him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). It is a position that 

every Christian must take if they are to weather and survive the onslaughts 

of postmodernism, pop-modernism, open-theism and neo-deism that seek to 

destroy the church today.  

 

What does VPP mean? “Verbal” 

means every word to the jot and tittle 

(Psalm 12:6-7, Matthew 5:18). 

“Plenary” means the Scripture as a 

whole with all the words intact 

(Matthew 24:35, 1 Peter 1:25). So 

VPP means the whole of Scripture 

with all its words even to the jot and tittle is perfectly preserved by God 

without any loss of the original words, prophecies, promises, 

commandments, doctrines, and truths, not only in the words of salvation, but 

also the words of history, geography and science. Every book, every 

chapter, every verse, every word, every syllable, every letter is infallibly 

preserved by the Lord Himself to the last iota.  

 

“Every book, every chapter, 
every verse, every word, every 

syllable, every letter is 
infallibly preserved by the 

Lord Himself to the last iota ” 
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What and where are the 

preserved words of God today? 

They are the inspired Old 

Testament Hebrew/Aramaic 

words and New Testament 

Greek words the prophets, the 

apostles, the church fathers, 

and the reformers used which are today found in the long and continuously 

abiding and preserved words underlying the Reformation Bibles best 

represented by the time-tested and time-honoured Authorised or King James 

Version, and NOT in the corrupt Alexandrian manuscripts (e.g. Codex 

Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus) and critical Westcott-Hort Text (1881) 

underlying the liberal, ecumenical, and neo-evangelical modern versions of 

the Bible.  

 

The VPP of the Holy Scriptures declares and defends the following tenets: 

(1) God has supernaturally preserved each and every one of His 

inspired Hebrew/Aramaic Old Testament words and Greek New 

Testament words to the last jot and tittle, so that in every age, 

God’s people will always have in their possession His infallible and 

inerrant words kept intact without the loss of any of the words 

(Psalm 12:6-7, Matthew 5:18, 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, 

John 10:35). 

(2) The “providential” preservation of Scriptures is understood as 

God’s special and not general providence. Special providence or 

providentia extraordinaria speaks of God’s miraculous intervention 

in the events of history and in the affairs of mankind in fulfilment of 

His sovereign will for the sake of His elect and to the glory of His 

Name. The divine preservation of the Canon (books) and Text 

(words) of Scripture comes under God’s special providence. 

(3) The Bible is not only infallible and inerrant in the past (in the 

Autographs), but also infallible and inerrant today (in the 

Apographs). 

(4) The infallible and inerrant words of Scripture are found in the 

faithfully preserved Traditional/Byzantine/Majority manuscripts, 

and fully represented in the Printed and Received Text (or Textus 

Receptus) that underlie the Reformation Bibles best represented 

by the KJV, and NOT in the corrupt and rejected texts of Westcott 

and Hort that underlie the many modern versions of the English 

Bible like the NIV, NASV, ESV, RSV, TEV, CEV, TLB etc. 

(5) There are no mistakes in the Bible, period. If there are 

“discrepancies” in the Bible, the “discrepancies” are only seeming 

 The preserved words of God today 
are the inspired Old Testament 

Hebrew/Aramaic words and New 
Testament Greek words underlying 

the King James Bible  
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or apparent, NOT real or actual. There are no mistakes or errors 

(scribal or otherwise) in such passages as Judges 18:30, 1 

Samuel 13:1, 1 Kings 4:26, 1 Chronicles 18:3, 2 Chronicles 22:2, 

Mark 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11, 1 Timothy 3:16, 1 John 5:7 etc in 

the Hebrew Masoretic Text and Greek Textus Receptus 

underlying the KJV.  Any inability to understand or explain difficult 

passages in the Bible will, in no way, negates its infallibility and 

inerrancy, applying the faithful Pauline principle of biblical 

interpretation: “let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 

3:4). 

(6) Knowing where the perfect Bible is is a matter of textual 

recognition and NOT textual criticism. In the field of textual 

recognition, Burgon is good, Hills is better, Waite is best. See John 

William Burgon, The Revision Revised: A Refutation of Westcott 

and Hort’s False Greek Text and Theory (Collingswood: Dean 

Burgon Society Press, 2
nd

 printing, 2000); Edward F. Hills, The 

King James Version Defended (Des Moines: Christian Research 

Press, 1984); D. A. Waite, Defending the King James Bible, 2
nd

 ed 

(Collingswood: Bible For Today Press, 1996). 

(7) Any faithful and accurate version of the Bible that is based on the 

Hebrew Masoretic Text and Greek Textus Receptus and employs 

the formal or verbal (i.e. word for word) method of translation can 

be held up as the “Word of God” Nevertheless, versions or 

translations are never superior to the inspired and preserved 

Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek Scriptures; thus there is a need to 

consult these original language Scriptures for clarity and fulness of 

meaning, and to compare Scripture with Scripture. 

 

Our perfect Lord and His perfect Words are the very foundations of our 

Christian Faith, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 

do?” (Psalm 11:3). It is only when we as 

Christians possess a 100% perfect, infallible 

and inerrant Bible can we declare the Bible to 

be our only and final authority, and foundation 

of faith. If there is no such an infallible and 

inerrant Bible today, then the so-called 

“textual critic” or “textual scholar” becomes 

the supreme authority, and we have to kowtow to his subjective and 

speculative judgements on and corrections of the Bible. Some may want to 

trust the words of men, but we trust only the words of our Lord who “died for 

our sins according to the scriptures … was buried … [and] rose again the 

third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  

 “If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can 
the righteous do?”  

(Psalm 11:3) 
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The Bible itself which is our supreme and final authority of faith and practice 

clearly teaches its plenary inspiration, “All scripture is given by inspiration of 

God,” and its verbal preservation, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 

earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 

fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18), “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 

shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33). The doctrine 

of the 100% inspiration (VPI) and 100% preservation (VPP) of each and 

every word of the Bible is as old as the Bible itself. “For we can do nothing 

against the truth, but for the truth” (2 Corinthians 13:8). “Sanctify them 

through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17). Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

 

************************ 

 

 

 

 

Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter I Section 8 (WCF I:8) 

 

“The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the 

people of God of old), and the New Testament in Greek (which, at the 

time of the writing of it was most generally known to the nations), being 

immediately inspired by God, and, by His singular care and providence, 

kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical;(1) so as, in all 

controversies of religion, the Church is finally to appeal unto them.
(2) 

But, because these original tongues are not known to all the people of 

God, who have right unto and interest in the Scriptures, and are 

commanded, in the fear of God, to read and search them,
(3) 

therefore 

they are to be translated into the vulgar language of every nation unto 

which they come,
(4) 

that the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, they 

may worship Him in an acceptable manner;
(5) 

and, through patience and 

comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope.
(6)

 

(1) Matthew 5:18 (2) Isaiah 8:20; Acts 15:15; John 5:39,46 (3) John 5:39  
(4) 1 Corinthians 14:6,9,11,12,24,27, 28 (5) Colossians 3:16 (6) Romans 15:4 
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Article:       

By Rev (Dr) Jose Lagapa 

 

 

In any form of investigation in secular endeavours (whether it is in science, 

economics or other fields), there must be an ultimate standard, and that 

standard will be the authority to help one judge what is right and acceptable. 

Likewise, there must also be a standard concerning life and the affairs of this 

world, an authority to guide and establish thoughts, mould character and 

direct man in the best way possible. What, then, should be man’s sole, 

supreme and final authority? 

 

The Bible is the sole, supreme and final authority for the Christian’s faith and 

practice. This means it is the supreme standard for the Christian’s doctrine. 

Every word or action, phenomenon or movement, practice and doctrine must 

be measured according to God’s Word. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself has 

said in John 17:17, “…Thy [God’s] Word is Truth.” If this claim is justified, 

then the Scriptures must have an authority that is from God and not an 

authority that is attached to mere human literature. This claim of divine 

authority, however, has been disputed throughout the ages.  

 

Let us consider some biblical reasons why we must submit to the Word of 

God as our sole, supreme and final authority. These proofs of the authority 

of the Scripture refer to its nature for the further establishing of our 

confidence and hope in God.  

 

1. The Bible as God’s Perfectly Inspired and Preserved Word.  

 

In 2 Timothy 3:16a, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God…” speaks of 

God as the only source of the words written and preserved for us today in 

the Holy Scriptures. God breathed out the words or inspired them and this 

indicates its divine origin. Although it was written and compiled by men, God 

communicated these words by dictation, Theophanies and Christophanies, 

visions and dreams and various other means to the prophets and the 

apostles. All of scripture is of God, and therefore, its revelations are as 

trustworthy as the God who gave them. There is no other revelation that can 

be compared with the Bible for the origin of it is none other than the 

Omniscient God. Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo had rightly said: 
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The Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). When we 

read the Bible, it is not man’s words that we are reading but God’s Word. 

As Paul said, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” The Bible is 

literally “God-breathed.” As such, it is no ordinary book. It is an 

extraordinary, supernatural book. It is the sole authority of our faith and 

practice. Our doctrines and practices should not be based on human 

opinions, traditions, or experiences. Our doctrines and practices must be 

founded on and governed by God’s Word. Opinions, traditions and 

experiences have very little authority outside of God’s Word. Only God’s 

Word is fully and absolutely authoritative, and its authority is independent 

of human opinions, traditions, and experiences.
1
 

 

The words of the Scripture were inspired when given to the prophets and the 

apostles, and these inspired words remain with us today for God has 

promised and also fulfilled His providential preservation of all His words to 

the jot and tittle.  The twin doctrines of the verbal and plenary inspiration and 

preservation of God’s Word must irrefutably bring us to the verbal and 

plenary authority of God’s Word for the believer’s faith and practice. 

 

John Calvin explained the Apostle Paul’s declaration in 2 Timothy 3:16 as 

follows:  

First, he commends the Scripture on account of its authority; and 

secondly, on account of the utility which springs from it. In order to uphold 

the authority of the Scripture, he declares that it is divinely inspired; for, if 

it be so, it is beyond all controversy that men ought to receive it with 

reverence. This is a principle which distinguishes our religion from all 

others that we know that God hath spoken to us, and are fully convinced 

that the prophets did not speak at their own suggestion, but that, being 

organs of the Holy Spirit, they only uttered what they had been 

commissioned from heaven to declare.
2
 

 

2. The Bible’s Infallibility and Inerrancy  

 

That the Bible is the Word of God, inerrant and of supreme divine authority, 

was a conviction held by all Spirit-led Christians through church history. The 

1 Jeffrey Khoo, Charismatism Q & A (Singapore: Far Eastern Bible College Press, 

1999), 11-12.  

 
2 Calvin, Verse by Verse Commentary, 2 Timothy 3:17.  



14 

 

Holy Spirit bears witness in the collective spiritual consciousness of God’s 

people that the Bible is the infallible truth and divine authority thereof. This 

truth follows logically with the belief of a perfectly inspired and preserved 

Scripture. The Bible is necessarily infallible because all the revelation comes 

from the immutable and omniscient God. Not only does it have no error and is 

incapable of making mistakes, the Bible which is the written revelation of God 

must also not make mistakes in revealing who He is. This was the conviction 

of the early Church Fathers: 

 

From an early date, but especially with the emergence of the New 

Testament canon, the Fathers clearly affirmed the authoritative status of 

Scripture. Ireneaus described it as the foundation and pillar of our faith. 

Tertullian argued that whatever it teaches is true and we must accept its 

teachings and abide by them. Clement of Alexandria called it the first 

principle of instruction, which is first apprehended by faith and then gives 

demonstration of itself, since in it we hear the voice of the Lord, which is 

more to be relied on than any demonstration. Origen, for all his 

speculative bent, regarded the Bible as the norm of doctrine and tried to 

find a biblical starting point for even his wildest flights of fancy. Cyril of 

Jerusalem refused to countenance any teaching that did not have biblical 

support; he based his instruction on the creed because he regarded the 

creed as a summary of biblical truth. Chrysostom constantly directed his 

congregations to Scripture and urged the people to get their own copies 

and read and ponder them frequently at home. Hilary of Poitiers exerted 

himself to refute Arianism on a biblical basis, the problem being not only to 

expound correctly the texts adduced by the Arians but also to show that 

the term homoousion, while not itself biblical, does in fact embody a 

biblical concept. Augustine described Scripture as founded on “the highest 

pinnacle of divine authority”. John Cassian argued for the normativity of 

the creed only because he regarded the creed as an epitome of the 

biblical message, which was itself more than adequate for every purpose.
3 

 

3. The Bible’s Finality and Universality  

 

The reformers, Martin Luther and John Calvin, likewise confess their belief of 

a God-breathed Bible. Luther stood on the final pillar of the Reformation, Sola 

Scriptura, which believes in the Bible as the only objective Protestant source 

3 Geoffrey W. Bromily, “The Church Fathers and Holy Scriptures” in D.A. Carson and 

John D. Woodbridge, Scripture and Truth (Michigan: Baker Book House Company, 

1992), 207.   
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of all authority available and was to be regarded as God’s last words to 

mankind. 

 

The Bible is the perfect finished revelation of God for His people. There is no 

other revelation that can be added to it and no revelation can be removed 

from it. With this truth, the Bible stands as the only revelation that will never 

be changed and have not changed. It is the perfect “gold standard” for the 

Christians’ faith and practice. It is the only unchanging rule that can never be 

corrupted. It is the only perfect standard, the plumb line that can never be 

manipulated. It is universality; the Bible being the only revelation that is true 

in all ages, at all places and for every race. It is for all mankind! It is not 

limited to a certain generation, a particular geographical location, tongue or 

nation. The Bible is the supreme and final authority from the time of Adam 

and Eve until the last person on this planet earth. It is for all inhabitants of 

this world and for all the so-called diverse colour and culture. 

 

The only solid foundation on which men can base their whole life is the Bible. 

“The world by wisdom knew not God” (1 Corinthians 1:21), shows the whole 

basis of biblical teaching that no man in and of himself can ever arrive at a 

knowledge of God.  

 

4. The Bible’s Verity and Fidelity 

 

The Bible’s truthfulness is beyond reproach. As the archaeologists and 

historians keep on finding proofs to dismantle the Bible, they find themselves 

enemy to their own cause. They keep on finding and discovering proofs and 

evidences to support the claims of the Bible. The truthfulness of the 

Scriptural records not only in spiritual things unveils the Bible as the only 

measure to determine the veracity of all things. As registry in the Scripture 

remain unchallenged, the Bible is the only means by which other records can 

be determined. 

 

This truthfulness is seen in this volume of writings which pleads the cause of 

God against man and showing the compassion of God for man. Man cannot 

by himself find out who God is except through His own revelation in the 

Scripture. Thus, man’s authority of how to believe and obey Him depends 

highly on the truth of His Word.  

 

The Word of God is indeed the truth, it is the ultimate truth of all and this is 

the fountain from which every truth flows because there is nothing true apart 

from God. There is nothing true except the divine truth of the infinitely living 

and true God.  
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“We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church to an high 

and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture. And the heavenliness of the 

matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all 

the parts, the scope of the whole (which is, to give all glory to God), the full 

discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, the many other 

incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments 

whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God: yet 

notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and 

divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing 

witness by and with the Word in our hearts.” (Westminster Confession of 

Faith I:5). 

 

5. The Testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles  

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 1, Section 4, likewise states: 

The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and 

obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man, or church; but 

wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author thereof: and therefore it is 

to be received, because it is the Word of God.
4 

 

Our faith in the Bible must be based wholly upon our faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The witness of Jesus Christ the Son of God to the inspiration, truth 

and authority of the Scripture during His life on earth proves the Bible’s 

divine inspiration and authority. 

 

The Scriptures has the authority as the Lord Jesus testified when Peter tried 

to wrestle against what the Scripture is prophesying. “Then said Jesus unto 

him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword 

shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my 

Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 

But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Matthew 

26:52-54). Jesus also testified to the disciples at Emmaus road, “And said 

unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise 

from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

And ye are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:46-48). 

 

Peter in his second epistle penned the apostolic witness and testimony on 

the authority of the Scripture. He argued that he was a witness of Jesus’ 

4 Westminster Confession of Faith (Glasgow: Free Presbyterian Publications, 1958), 

foreword by Alexander McPherson, Convener of Publications Committee, 3.  
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miracles, His transfiguration, saw His divine glory and heard the voice from 

heaven but beyond all these is the ultimate basis of authority, the Holy 

Scripture. “In other words, Peter holds that the written word of prophecy is 

more sure than the testimony of himself as an eyewitness. He can believe 

the prophetic word better than he can believe the experience of his own 

eyes and ears.”
5
 So Paul’s belief of the Scripture as the sole, supreme and 

final authority when he said, “And that from a child thou hast known the holy 

scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 

which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). 

 

6. The Bible’s Unity and Prophecies Fulfilled 

 

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 

God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21). Since 

God is the source of the words, the phrases, sentences and words it form, 

must agree with the context where it belongs. There is unity in the whole of 

Scriptures having God as the sole Author of the Bible. Lexical and 

syntactical construction of His Word is coherent and do not pose any 

confusion. Such that the theological context does not contradict with the rest 

of the Scripture but must support and prove the doctrines contained. 

 

Rev Timothy Tow and Jeffrey Khoo wrote: 

The Bible is made up of 66 Books (excluding the 14 books of the 

Apocrypha which are finding their way back through Ecumenical 

machinations). These 66 Books are penned by 40 different writers. 

Moses wrote the first Five Books, David wrote the Psalms and Solomon 

the Proverbs, etc. These two were kings. The prophets who wrote after 

them were from every stratum of society. Some moved in the royal 

palace, others were herdsmen, nobodies; while the Books in the New 

Testament were authored by such a scholar as Paul, and by fishermen 

like Peter. The time span between the first and last writers of the Bible is 

over 1,500 years. Despite all these differences in personages and time, 

the Bible is woven together as One Book. No Scripture is penned so that 

it contradicts another.
6 

5 J.O. Buswell, A Systematic Theology of the Christian Religion (Singapore: Christian 

Life Publishers, 1994, first printed by Zondervan, 1962), 201.  

 
6 Timothy Tow and Jeffrey Khoo, Theology for Every Christian, A Systematic 

Theology in the Reformed and Premillennial Tradition of J Oliver Buswell (Singapore: 

FEBC Press, 2007), 68.  
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The prophecies of the Scripture concerning the Messiah which was fulfilled 

perfectly in the Lord Jesus Christ proves that prophecies which are still to be 

fulfilled will surely come to pass. This assurance gives us the proof that it is 

the only reliable authority of future prophecies. There are over 300 

prophecies that were actually fulfilled when the Lord Jesus Christ came in His 

incarnation. These are more than the needed credentials to prove Jesus as 

the promised Messiah and to confirm the Bible as the sole, supreme and final 

authority regarding events in this world.  

 

Conclusion 

 

That the Bible is the Word of God, the sole, supreme and final authority is 

here proven superior far above any human wisdom. The Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me” (John 10:27). Those who receive this truth do so because they are truly 

children of God, led and guided by the Spirit of God. The only reason why 

man will not accept the Bible as his sole, supreme and final authority is his 

blindness to the truth and is not regenerated to submit himself to the authority 

of God’s Word. 

 
************************ 

 
Rev (Dr) Jose Lagapa [DVM, PhD (Vet Science), MDiv,  ThM, ThD] serves as 

a preacher in True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, Singapore, and  

is a tutor of the Far Eastern Bible College. 
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Book Summary: 

Garnet Howard Milne’s 

“Has the Bible Been 
Kept Pure? The 
Westminster 
Confession of Faith 
and the 
Providential 
Preservation of Scripture”    

By  Haw Shuen Siang  

In this book, Garnet Howard Milne sought to answer the question whether 

the Westminster divines back in the 17
th
 century believed that they 

possessed the complete text of the inspired Scripture in the original 

languages, or whether they understood the manuscripts that they had were 

compromised by a corrupt text, as was alleged by the Roman Catholic 

Church. Milne presented his case that it was the former belief that the 

Westminster divines held on to as they crafted the Confession, in particular 

WCF I:8 on the providential preservation of the Holy Scripture. 

 

Milne first gave a historical background of the current debate we face today 

over the providential preservation of the Scripture. Renowned Princeton 

Professor Benjamin Warfield (1851-1921) taught that the Scripture texts in 

the original languages at his time had been corrupted over the centuries. He 

subscribed to the use of textual criticism introduced by Westcott and Hort to 

discover the complete Scripture. Despite this, Warfield argued that his belief 

was in line with the Westminster divines by providing arguments as to how 

WCF I:8 was to be interpreted. Among them, Warfield believed that the 

Westminster divines were only referring to the doctrine or sense of the 

Scripture being kept pure and not the text of Scripture. The result of this was 

that many churches adopted this teaching. The confidence in Scripture was 
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shaken. Liberalism soon crept into seminaries and churches and human 

reasoning gained authority over Scripture. 

 

In explaining how WCF I:8 was to be interpreted according to the 

Westminster divines, Milne began by looking to John Calvin and his view of 

the Bible. Calvin believed that he had access to the complete Bible 

preserved by God without error in the original languages. While copyists 

errors might arise in the process, God would give ways for them to be 

corrected when they were, for instance, compared with other original 

language manuscripts. Calvin believed that God’s doctrine was written down 

so that it could be preserved from error and forgetfulness. If the doctrine was 

to be preserved, then so must the writing since it was the means of that 

preservation. Calvin’s view of the Scripture was in line with his fellow 

Reformers of the 16
th 

century. 

 

This view of the Scripture was also the view of the Westminster divines. 

Milne dug into numerous writings (at least 25 of them) to have a good 

understanding of their views about the preservation of the Scripture and 

concluded that they all had an extremely high view of the Scripture as the 

very Word of God. Scripture is the divine authority for man to find salvation, 

purpose and meaning of our existence. If God failed to preserve His Word, 

then man cannot be certain of his salvation. The Scripture is self-

authenticating, not needing man to prove it. God has, in the Scripture, 

promised to preserve His Word, and that is found in Matthew 5:18 where 

Jesus has said, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 

or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” This verse 

was the sole proof-verse used by the Westminster divines as the basis for 

their first point of WCF I:8. 

 

The purity of the Scripture, being perfectly preserved by God’s singular care 

and providence through the ages, was a doctrine that was strongly held by 

the Westminster divines. They were very careful and precise in the use of the 

word ‘pure’ in WCF I:8 to stand for a preserved purity of the Scripture by God 

Himself. This ‘purity’ has no quantifier, with the purity of God Himself as the 

standard of the purity of the Scripture. In choosing Matthew 5:18’s “jot and 

tittle” as the proof text, it showed the divines’ firm belief that this purity of 

God’s Word is a purity of the text in the very words. This is a most perfect 

and total preserved purity. This belief was also seen in the divines’ insistence 

on the need to consult the original language texts to resolve any disputes 

over meaning in translations, or theological disagreements as they had 

absolute confidence in the Scripture. This view of the divine providential 

preservation of every word and letter of the Scripture in the original 
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languages is also supported in at least eleven other Confessional 

statements. 

 

Finally, Milne also looked at the erroneous view on the preservation of 

Scripture in the days of the Westminster divines and how the divines refuted 

these views. The lines of arguments drawn by the divines further 

strengthened how WCF I:8 should be rightly interpreted. 

 

In application, we can have absolute confidence that we have the very Word 

of God in the original languages in our possession from the very moment the 

words were written, through the ages, till now, and forever. This confidence 

comes directly from our confidence in God, for this work of preservation is 

done by His singular care and providence. There is no need to employ man-

made methods to recover God’s Word. The Scripture in the original 

languages continues to be the authority of our faith. For those who do not 

know the original languages of the Bible, the responsibility is upon us to find 

faithful translations of God’s Word in our own language. The translations 

must be faithfully translated from the providentially preserved, authentic and 

inerrant Hebrew Masoretic Text and Greek Textus Receptus. The 

Westminster divines consider such faithful translations to be the pure word 

of God as well.  

 
************************ 
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On 26 April 2011, Singapore's Court 

of Appeal
1
 overturned the High 

Court's decision2 by recognising that 

Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) 

had remained unchanged as an 

independent entity since its formation 

in 1962. Leaders of Life Bible 

Presbyterian Church (Life BPC) had 

filed a lawsuit against FEBC to prove 

that FEBC was no longer the same 

College because she upheld the 

Verbal Plenary Preservation of Holy 

Scriptures (VPP). They aimed to 

show that FEBC had changed from 

the original College of 1962 because 

of her stand on the doctrine of VPP, 

and thereafter, to prohibit her from 

laying claims to the premises at 9, 9A 

and 10 Gilstead Road. 

 

The judgment by the Court of Appeal in April 2011 was God's way of 

upholding His own Name amidst the series of actions laid out to undermine 

God's truth and work through those who faithfully uphold the doctrine of VPP. 

The purpose of this reflection is not to provide a thesis on the doctrine of 

VPP but to see the amazing hand of God keeping His Word pure through the 

ages. Psalms 12:7 tells us, "Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt 

1 In the Singapore Legal System, the Court of Appeal is the highest court of the land 

where no further judgments can be made once the Court of Appeal has made it 

judgment. 

 
2 The High Court Judge (Judith Prakesh) had passed her judgment on the case on 30 

June 2010.  
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preserve them from this generation for ever." God will make sure that His 

truth will never succumb to the wiles of the Devil. 

 

Brief History
3 

 

The attacks on the Word of God began subtly through debates, letters, and 

proclamations against the doctrine of VPP. Starting from 2002, 

disagreements arose in the Life BPC's leadership about this doctrine of the 

Perfect Bible. Proponents of the non-VPP stance repeatedly misrepresented 

the VPP position, yet did not make clear what non-VPP stood for. In a letter 

from Life BPC to FEBC dated 5 November 2007  (Re: The Use of Life B-P 

Church Sanctuary for Night Classes), Life BPC repeated its requirement that 

FEBC should sign an unconditional undertaking not to promote VPP in its 

sanctuary, failing which the sanctuary would no longer be available for its 

use from January 1, 2008. As to FEBC's questions on what their non-VPP 

position meant, Life BPC replied, "As much as we cannot dictate your views 

on VPP, we owe you no duty to justify our non-VPP position." 

 

Moving beyond words and accusations, the undermining of God's truth took 

on a physical form through Life BPC's prohibition of FEBC in her using of the 

church's sanctuary for the weekly night classes
4
. FEBC did not want to strive 

with Life BPC on this issue and voluntarily decided to hold its classes at the 

FEBC Hall instead. In order to increase the capacity for the night class 

students to attend the lessons, there was a need to link up other classrooms 

in the church. Attempts to wire up FEBC Hall with the other classrooms for 

video projection were rejected by Life BPC. On 26 June 2008, without prior 

information to FEBC, the old handles and locks of the doors to the FEBC Hall 

were replaced.  

 

Throughout the years, many Christians have supported the faithful teaching 

of God’s Word in FEBC by giving love-gifts for the upkeep and building of the 

premises in 9, 9A and 10 Gilstead Road. The opponents of VPP had 

attempted to remove FEBC's right to the use of the premises. In view of such 

pressures, FEBC made an appeal to the Commissioner of Charities for 

intervention as Life BPC's eviction notice was against the declaration of trust 

under the Charities Act
5
. The Commissioner said that he might not have the 

3 To Magnify His Word: Golden Jubliee Yearbook of Far Eastern Bible College, 243-

279,https://www.febc.edu.sg/v15/assets/pdfs/miscellaneous/

FEBC_50th_Yearbook.pdf (accessed Apr 2021). 
 

4 This prohibition was stated in a letter from LBPC to FEBC on 17 July 2007.  
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capacity to intervene unless the legal rights of FEBC to the use of the 

premise had been established. The Commissioner suggested that FEBC 

seek legal advice as this was beyond his jurisdiction to rule on a matter of 

law.  

 

As this was a matter about the law of the land, both FEBC and Life BPC 

engaged legal services to resolve the issue
6
. However, while resolving this 

matter, Life BPC commenced Suit 648 on 15 September 2008 with the 

following Statement of Claim
7
: 

"This action is to refrain the defendants from occupying, possessing, 

or otherwise using the designated part of the Plaintiff's [LBPC] 

premises at 9 and 9A Gilstead Road …purportedly to operate the 

College or in any other manner whatsoever." The defendants 

[FEBC] named were: (1) Dr Jeffrey Khoo, (2) Dr Quek Suan Yew,  

(3) Dr Prabhudas Koshy, (4) Dr Tow Siang Yeow, (5) Dr Timothy 

Tow Siang Hui, (6) Dr Boaz Boon, (7) Mr Wee Hian Kok,                 

(8) Rev Koa Keng Woo, (9) Rev Stephen Khoo." 

 

The lawsuit proceeded with multiple hearings spanning across two years, 

and on 20 June 2010, the honourable Justice Judith Prakash ruled in favour 

of Life BPC. FEBC appealed the decision, which the Court of Appeal heard 

on  3 December 2010, comprising the honourable Justices of Appeal Chao 

Hick Tin, Andrew Phang and V. K. Rajah. 

 

On 26 April 2011, the Court of Appeal allowed the appeal and dismissed the 

claims of Life BPC. The Court directed: "… to give effect to the relief claimed 

by the Appellants in Suit 278. To avoid further controversies, the parties may 

consider it necessary to draw up a more detailed arrangement than that set 

out in the 1970 Agreement, as to how the Premises are to be maintained 

and used by the parties." The learned Judges of Appeal, after examining 

Article VIII, Chapter I of the Westminster Confession of Faith, the part that is 

relevant for our purposes with regard to the VPP doctrine, concluded:  

 

5 In summary, the main appeal to the Commission of Charities was to affirm that 

FEBC had the legal title to the properties on 9, 9A, and 10 Gilstead Road.  
 

6 FEBC was represented by Allen & Gledhill (A&G). LBPC was represented by Lee & 

Lee (L&L). 

 
7 Suit No 648 of 2008 and Suit No 278 of 2009, Supreme Court Singapore, https://

www.supremecourt.gov.sg/docs/default-source/module-document/judgement/2010-

sghc-187.pdf (accessed Apr 2021). 
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News report published in The Straits Times (dated May  21, 2011) 
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"Having carefully considered the position, it seems to us that the College, in 

adopting the VPP doctrine, has not deviated from the fundamental 

principles which guide and inform the work of the College right from its 

inception, and as expressed in the Westminster Confession…it is not 

inconsistent for a Christian who believes fully in the principles 

contained within the Westminster Confession (and the VPI doctrine) to 

also subscribe to the VPP doctrine. In the absence of anything in the 

Westminster Confession that deals with the status of the apographs, we 

hesitate to find that the VPP doctrine is a deviation from the principles 

contained within the Westminster Confession." 

 

The defence of the preservation of God's Word through the doctrine of VPP 

took place for almost a decade. The founding father of Life BPC and the 

Bible-Presbyterian movement had been called home to the Lord amid the 

fight. Yet at the end of it all, it was the Lord who showed us all that He alone 

will defend His truth. At the witness stand, there was no opportunity to give a 

full doctrinal explanation of VPP and how it was consistent with the Christian 

faith and the WCF. However, God moved the hearts and opened the minds 

of the judges to see the truth. It came as a surprise even to FEBC on how 

accurate the judges were pertaining to the consistency of VPP to the 

founding doctrines of FEBC and the church in general. It is sad to see that 

Christians who claim to know and teach the Bible are blinded from seeing 

such truths. May God be gracious to open their eyes to behold the truth of 

God. 

 

Personal Reflection 

 

Every generation has their battles to fight. In the book of Joshua, we see a 

generation that was faithful to fight the LORD's battles to drive out the 

inhabitants of the Promised Land. The next generation was responsible for 

getting rid of the remnants, but they did not (Judges 2:21-23). In our time, we 

witnessed how this generation had to battle for the truth of God's Word. 

FEBC stood firmly on the preservation of the Word of God. Truth Bible-

Presbyterian Church (Truth BPC) was born out of this battle for the truth. 

God has given our church this heritage. Let us not look back at a past 

"golden age" and reminisce of a glorious past. There is no such thing. We 

are called to continue the battle and fight for the truth of God. Not with 

weapons but by living out this truth of God, to share God’s Word with those 

around us. 

 

God moves in a mysterious way. Does it not seem strange to you that God 

had chosen to proclaim the doctrine of the perfect preservation of Holy 
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Scripture using a small Bible College like the FEBC in a small country like 

Singapore? A deeper look into Singapore's history may help us see the 

wonderful workings of our faithful God. This country inherited our legal 

system from the British colonial masters which is based on the principles of 

the Bible, and Singapore is renowned for her adherence to the rule of law. 

God has also, in His mercies, given Singapore stable political, economic, 

and legal systems to ensure that the battle for His truth can be fought and its 

fidelity declared as a testimony for all to see. It is, therefore, the responsibility 

of God’s people, placed in such a privileged situation, to do our best to hold 

on to the truth and use all means available, according to God's Word, to fight 

for the truth to be upheld. 

 

The importance of being faithful in the little things. Many of us who are 

serving the Lord may wonder if the things we are doing are of any 

significance, especially when it seems rather mundane and not "impactful." 

In the various court hearings, many decisions were made based on the 

Board of Elders and Session meetings' minutes. If the secretary at the time 

of writing had not been faithful to record such matters, the hearings' outcome 

could have been drastically different. This is an encouragement to all who 

are serving the Lord to be faithful in all matters. In the days of Ezra and 

Nehemiah, a person could only serve in the Temple's work when his 

genealogy was found in the records stored in the Temple. Book-keeping may 

be one of the "mundane" areas of service, repetitive and not very 

"glamorous." However, the implication is that the faithfulness of a book-

keeper will determine if that person can serve in the Temple or not. Let us be 

encouraged to do all the tasks that God has given to us in a faithful manner, 

knowing that God can use it for His purpose in His time. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Standing firm on God's truth may be costly, but it will be worth every  

sacrifice. Our Lord Jesus Christ had sacrificed His life for our salvation.  The 

battle for the truth of God's Word has shown us that God is sovereign. He 

alone will preserve His Word. What is required of us is to make sure we are 

on the side of the Lord, come what may. 

 

************************ 
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testimony:      

 

It is very important that God’s children guard the very words of God that God 

has perfectly inspired and preserved for us today. It is especially crucial that 

pastors and lecturers guard the Word of God. The Apostle Paul’s letter to 

Titus was written to help him in his pastoral work and to encourage him to 

stand fast in his convictions and in the ministry that God has given to him. 

Apostle Paul exhorts in Titus 1:9 “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 

been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 

convince the gainsayers.” Pastors, preachers, and teachers of God’s Word 

must hold fast to the Word of God. They must not only defend the Word of 

God, they must also make sure that it is faithfully taught in the church and 

obeyed in their life and in the lives of God’s people. 

 

 Holding Fast the Faithful Word as a Preacher of God’s Word 

 

God’s Word is spiritual food for our souls. God’s servants must, first of all, 

know God’s Word well for themselves if they want to stand fast in the faith 

and minister the faithful Word effectively to God’s people. They must make it 

a priority to study God’s Word every day because they cannot be ignorant of 

God’s Word or teach God’s Word wrongly. The knowledge of God’s Word is 

very important for me as a preacher and I must know God’s Word well and 

feed our members well too. Knowing the importance of God’s Word, I make 

sure that as a preacher of God’s Word, I meditate day and night on the 

faithful Word of God. 

 

Preachers and teachers of God’s Word must not only be zealous to teach 

God’s Word, we must also be zealous to defend the pure doctrines of God’s 

Word in holding fast to the faithful Word of God. We must be able to discern 

truth from error, and dispel any doubt that has been cast on the Word of God 

by Satan. We must know God’s Word so well that we are sure of what we 

believe in and be brave to defend it.  

 

Holding Fast the Faithful Word as a Body of Christ 

 

Not only must we know God’s Word for ourselves and defend God’s Word in 
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our life and ministry, as a 

minister of the Gospel and 

leader of God’s people, we also 

have a duty to teach others to 

do the same, and this is what I 

am doing every day in True 

Gospel BPC in Cambodia and in 

True Gospel Bible School. We 

preach only the pure Gospel of 

Christ and do our best also to 

teach God’s Word faithfully to 

God’s people in the church and 

to the Bible school students to 

help them know God better 

through His Word and to do His 

will for them in their life. Through the preaching and teaching of God’s Word 

in the Basic Bible Knowledge Class, Adult Sunday School, Bible study 

groups and fellowship meetings, God’s people not only study the faithful 

Word of God for their own spiritual benefit to be strengthened in the faith, 

they are also equipped to be an effective witness for the Lord in propagating 

the true gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to hold fast to the faithful Word of God, God’s people must make 

sure they know God’s Word well in order to guard themselves from spiritual 

harm and danger in this wicked world and to be a holy witness for the Lord 

as a body of Christ. Not only must they know God’s Word, they must also 

 

Equipping God’s people to hold fast to God’s 
faithful Word in the Bible School 

Preaching and teaching of God’s faithful Word in True Gospel BPC  
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believe in the perfectly inspired and preserved words of God and obey them 

in their life. May the Lord help His people to hold fast His faithful Word. 

 

************************ 
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testimony:      

 

Living as a Christian family in a society that is made up of mainly 

unbelievers, I am mindful that my family and I have to bear a good testimony 

for the Lord so that we can be a shining light to point others to Christ. Since 

God has blessed my wife and I with children, we need to bring them up in the 

Lord, to know Him personally as their Lord and Saviour, and to serve Him 

together with us. Children, like us parents, are born in sin and they need to 

be taught in the Word of God.  

 

God has promised in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should 

go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” When children are left to 

themselves and to false teachings of the world, they are without help and 

hope. But the Word of God will bring them hope and we must instruct them in 

the truth of God’s Word and in His way, to love God’s Word and to live out 

His Word in their life. God has faithfully preserved all His perfectly inspired 

words for our learning and instruction, and to guide us in the way we ought to 

go. God is also faithful to carry out all that He has promised in His Word and 

we must hold fast His faithful Word in our lives.  

 

As the spiritual head of 

the home, I will lead my 

family in family worship in 

the evening and in the 

reading of God’s Word. 

We will take turns to read 

God’s Word, and I will 

explain the meaning to 

them and ask them to 

apply God’s Word in their 

daily lives, wherever they 

may be. I will remind my 

children that they must 

bear a good testimony for 

their Savior even in their 

young age because they are children of God. I try to cultivate in them a habit 

 

Pr Rotha leading the family in family worship 
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to read God’s Word and remind them to do so with delight.   

  

Not only do we emphasize the importance of reading and obeying God’s 

Word, we also hold fast the faithful Word in our home by showing our 

children what it means by Christian conduct. Children will observe what their 

parents do, and as parents, we must live out God’s Word, and guide them to 

do the same with the perfect Word of God. God’s Word is “a lamp unto [our] 

feet, and a light unto [our] path” (Psalm 119:105). Truly, the world today is 

getting more and more wicked. Morality is very low and people do what is 

right in their own eyes. They have no qualms in doing evil things. So often 

we read news reports of people killing, taking drugs, raping, robbing, and 

committing other evil. People are dead in their sins. Thank God I have His 

Word in my hands to show me the way He wants me to live my life and how 

I can  lead my family to walk in the fear of Him.     

 

As my children attend secular school, they are sometimes taught things that 

are against the Word of God and they are not able at this age to distinguish 

right from wrong. Teaching them the Word of God at home is, therefore, so 

crucial. They need to know God’s Word well to protect themselves from the 

falsehoods that the world tries to teach them. How is it possible for our 

children to fear God if they do not know Him? And how is it possible for them 

to know Him if they do not hear His holy and perfect Word preached and 

taught to them? God’s Word has to be made known to them through faithful 

reading and teaching of it in the family. Christian parents must faithfully train 

up their children to walk in the way of God so that they will not depart from it 

when they are old. 

 

Teaching God’s Word to the children and leading them in the worship of Him 
(L-R: Sulena, Joanna, Susanna) 
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Cambodia is not spared from the evil that is happening in the world in these 

last days. In fact, idolatry and superstitions abound in this land. There were 

times my children saw others worshipping idols and asked me what they 

were doing. I had to ask God for wisdom so that I can give them a simple 

and plain answer. I told them that these people are worshipping idols made 

by the hands of man, and they considered these idols to be god. I also told 

them that man must worship the one living and true God who made the 

heaven and the earth and everything therein. The psalmist had said in 

Psalm 115:1-7, “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give 

glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. Wherefore, should the heathen 

say, Where is now their God? But our God is in the heavens: he hath done 

whatsoever he hath pleased. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of 

men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but 

they see not: They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they 

smell not: They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they 

walk not: neither speak they through their throat.” I explained to my children 

that the idols that these people worshipped is not God. The true God is a 

living God, and we have to worship Him and Him alone. 

 

Not only do we guide our children in the truth of God’s Word, we also guide 

our children to look to God always and to do what He wants them to do. 

There was once they saw some of their friends cheating during 

examinations, and they told me about it. I had to point them to God’s Word 

and told them that the 8
th
 Commandment clearly says: “Thou shalt not 

steal” (Exodus 20:15). I explained what it means to steal, and that it is 

stealing when we copied answers from others or from elsewhere and made 

it our own because it did not come from us. I also warned them that if we 

steal, God is not pleased with us and will chastise us. Therefore, I instruct 

them not to follow blindly what others do but to only do what will please 

God. I encourage them to look to God and ask Him for help even in their 

studies, and to resist temptations to sin. I also tell them that our God is a 

living God and He can hear our prayers. We have to trust God and do what 

He wants us to do, no matter what circumstances we are in, for He is the 

Omnipresent God and He is present with us all the time.  

 

As the spiritual leader in my home, I have to hold fast the Word of God in 

my life as we live in the midst of unbelievers. The people around us must 

see us as the children of God. There is, therefore, a need for me to 

constantly remind myself and my family to obey the Word of God and reflect 

His Word in our speech and in our behavior. In order to be a shining light to 

point others to Christ, we must abide in God’s Word. There is nothing good 

in us. Even the knowledge from school is not able to help us to walk rightly 
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in the sight of God. In order for us, as a family, to walk rightly before the 

Lord, we have to hold fast His holy and perfect Word and obey it, because 

His Word is the “lamp unto [our] feet, and a light unto [our] path” (Psalm 

119:105). With this light, we can walk safely and surely, doing God’s will in 

this dark and sinful world.  

 

I urge my family to do what the Word of God instructs us to do, for 

disobedience will not bring about blessings but chastisements. May the Lord 

help my family and I to hold fast the faithful Word and live it out in our lives, 

and may He be praised and glorified. Amen. 

 

************************ 
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testimony:      

 

 
The intense battle for the perfect Word of God that I witnessed during my 

last semester at the Far Eastern Bible College in 2003 and God’s call for a 

commitment to ‘earnestly contend for the faith which once delivered unto the 

saints’ (Jude 3) had helped me greatly as a student who was about to return 

to serve in Cambodia after my graduation. At that time, I had to choose 

between a comfortable arrangement that would cause me to deny the 

perfect Word of God that has been kept pure in all ages and being faithful to 

God. By God’s enabling grace, I resisted the temptation, having been 

convicted of the doctrine of the perfect preservation of God’s Word. It is this 

conviction that had helped me to hold fast to the faithful Word in my life and 

ministry before others. The Lord never fails to provide for all my needs as I 

obey Him and His Word.   

 

The Lord Jesus Christ had said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 

and they follow me” (John 10:27). I am glad that the Lord had enabled me to 

hear His voice and recognize it. God had declared in His Word, “All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 

God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 

3:16, 17, bold for emphasis), “...for the prophecy came not in old time by the 

will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21, bold for emphasis), and “the words of the LORD are 

pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this 

generation for ever” (Psalm 12:6-7; cf. Matthew 5:18). Since young, I always 

took the words of my perfect Saviour to mean exactly what He had said with 

no reservation and with the same child-like faith I had when I received the 

words of John 3:16 preached from the missionary’s mouth. Although I had 

witnessed scornings and intimidations by church leaders and pastors who 

were against the doctrine of the perfect preservation of God’s Words, I have 

peace in my heart because I have no doubt concerning my Lord and His 

Word.  

 

The acronym FAITH can be used to describe the faith that is needed for 
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God’s people to hold fast the faithful Word: Forsaking All (human reasons 

and scholarship), I (simply) Take Him. His Word says “..till heaven and earth 

pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 

fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).   

 

God’s Word is the foundation of our faith. If the foundations be destroyed, 

what can the righteous do? (Psalm 9:11). Thank God He has given us His 

perfect Word to point us to Jesus the perfect Saviour and His perfect work 

of redemption so that we can have perfect confidence in Him. My conviction 

and confidence in Christ’s perfect Word and work can be expressed in the 

words of Eliza Edmund Hewitt in her hymn My Faith Has Found a Resting 

Place:  

My heart is leaning on the Word, 

The written Word of God, 

Salvation by my Savior’s Name, 

Salvation through His blood. 

 

I need no other argument, 

I need no other plea; 

It is enough that Jesus died, 

And that He died for me.  

 

Knowing that God has faithfully preserved all of His words in the Hebrew 

Masoretic Text and Greek Textus Receptus that underlie the English King 

James Bible gives me full confidence that the faithful translation I am 

reading is the very Word of God. I am assured that just as the Lord spoke to 

His people in the original language of Hebrew and Greek, He speaks to me 

today. I can know Him and His way with great assurance for “the law of the 

LORD is perfect converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple” (Psalm 19:7). This is only possible because He has 

promised to keep His Word to the last iota (Luke 16:17). Doubt has no place 

in my reading and studying of the Holy Scripture, which is the faithful Word 

of God. 

 

A true conviction of the purity and perfection of God’s Word must be seen in 

our obedience to the Word of God. For the Scripture is profitable for 

“doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 

man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 

Timothy 3:16-17). Being convicted of the truth that God’s Word is perfectly 

inspired and perfectly preserved, I must hold fast the faithful Word by loving 

it, teaching it and obeying it in my life and ministry.  

 



37 

 

Thank God for giving me the opportunities to preach and teach the faithful 

Word of God and to speak to church members and friends about the doctrine 

of the perfect preservation of Holy Scriptures. During my weekly teaching at 

True Gospel Bible School in Kampot, students will be taught and assured 

that they have the very Word of God in their hands. These students are also  

given the opportunity to study the Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek 

language at the Bible School.  

 

The faithful Word of God must not only be faithfully preached and taught to 

God’s people, it must also be faithfully brought to those who are still outside 

God’s kingdom. In personal evangelism, we must also hold fast to the faithful 

Word of God. We cannot endeavour to reach out to lost souls with God’s 

Word while denying the perfect preservation of Holy Scriptures. The denial of 

this truth will cripple our witness for Christ. It is also hypocritical to say to 

others that Jesus is Lord and Saviour but we doubt the infallibility and 

inerrancy of His words. If I am not 100% sure myself that the verse I share 

with others is indeed the very word of God, perfectly preserved down through 

the ages, I will also not have 100% confidence using it to tell others to look to 

Christ for salvation. I thank God that I can boldly share my faith to the lost 

with a pure conscience because I know I am speaking the truth from the 

perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved Word of God. 

 

Holding fast the faithful Word of God before the world requires me to be truly 

and fully convicted of the perfect inspiration and perfect preservation of the 

Holy Scripture, to know the faithful Word well by studying it for myself, and to 

proclaim it to others. I thank God for granting me the grace and strength to 

preach the doctrine of the perfect Bible and to proclaim to others His faithful 

Word. The Lord encourages me through the brethren whom I am ministering 

His Word to, and I can say with the Apostles, “For this cause also thank we 

God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye 

heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 

word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe” (1 

Thessalonians 2:13).  May the Lord Jesus Christ be praised!          

 

************************ 
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MISSIONS NEWS 
Overseas Missions 

Cambodia   

Thank God for using Pr Bun Kouy to minister His Word to the people in 

Puom Jor Long village and at “80 Roofs” Sunday services were held in 

the morning for the children at Puom Jor Long before they made their way to 

“80 Roofs” to hold afternoon Sunday School lessons. They also visited 

homes in both the villages on weekdays to share the Gospel to the people 

there. However, Pr Bun Kouy was prevented from entering the villages to 

minister to the children for a few months when fears increased with the 

spread of the coronavirus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s ministry at Puom Jor Long 

Children’s ministry at “80 Roofs” 
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Some of the children have also moved out of the Puom Jor Long village as 

their parents lost their jobs during the pandemic and needed to find a new 

job elsewhere. Pray for the Lord’s mercies upon them, and that the Holy 

Spirit will continue to work in the hearts of children who have heard 

the Gospel.  

 

Thank God that Pr Bun Kouy was able to visit a number of homes at 

the Puom Jor Long village and at “80 Roofs” to get to know parents of 

the children and to reach out to them with God’s Word. Pray that God will 

continue to grant Pr Bun Kouy the opportunities to witness to them. 

 

Thank God for the gift of a baby boy (Tan John) 

to Pr Bun Kouy and Sis Srey Nang on 9 April 

2021 and for providing for all their needs. Pray  for 

the parents to bring up their child in His way. 

 

Thank God for protecting Pr Bun Kouy when he 

got into a motor-bike accident that resulted in the 

loss of his front tooth. Thank God for recovery and 

for providing a tooth implant to replace his lost tooth.  

 

Pray for Pr Bun Kouy as he waits upon the Lord 

to provide a suitable place for him and his family 

to stay and to serve Him in. Pray for the Lord ’s leading upon the Truth 

Missions Society (TMS) to see how they may assist in this area.  

 

True Gospel BPC (Kampot)— We rejoiced with True Gospel BPC on the 

occasion of her 15
th

 Anniversary on 19 Decemeber 2021 and thanked 

the Lord for sustaining her and using her in the work of the ministry. 

  

Pr Sopheak continues to preach and teach at the Saturday prayer 

meetings and the Lord’s Day services. He also ministered God’s Word to the 

people during home visitations. His wife (Thavy) assists him in the Sunday 

School ministry, both in the church and in their outreaches (one at Andong 

Khmer on Sunday afternoons, and another near Andong Khmer on Saturday 

afternoons). Due to the pandemic, many church activities such as the small-

group Bible studies, evangelism, youth meetings, Junior Sunday School and 

the children outreaches (at Andong Khmer and at Beung Tapram, Trey Koh 

(in Rany’s home)) were put on hold. During this period, there was also a 

decrease in the Lord’s Day service attendance to about 13 to 18 adults. Pray 

that the Lord will be merciful to bring His people back to worship Him 

together on the Lord’s Day and to make use of the various avenues the 

Baby Tan John  
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 church has provided to help them grow in grace and knowledge of our 

Saviour. Pray, also, for Pr Sopheak as he exhorts God’s people through the 

Lord’s Day messages focusing on the theme of “So Teach Us to Number 

Our Days” based on Psalm 90:12. 

 

Thank God that His people still met to pray despite the on-going 

pandemic. The Saturday prayer meetings continued with about 8 

people, and Pr Sopheak led them in the study of God’s Word before prayers, 

focusing on the theme of “Continuing in Supplications and Prayers Night and 

Day” (1 Timothy 5:5). This theme was chosen to encourage God’s people to 

trust God and to be prayerful, especially during the pandemic. May the Lord 

continue to keep them close to Him and help them to pray without ceasing, 

trusting always in Him. 

 

Thank God for making a way for Pr Sopheak to visit members of the 

church to encourage them in the faith. When it was not possible to visit 

them, Pr Sopheak would minister to them through calls. Thank God he was 

able to visit Aunty Mearn, Bro Chamreoun and family, Sis Sear, Sis Sokly 

and family, as well as Sis Sreypich and family. Pray, especially, for the 

Lord’s mercies upon Aunty Mearn who has been led astray by false 

teachers. Pray that the Lord will use Pr Sopheak to bring her back to the 

truth.  

 

The spread of the coronavirus has made reaching out to the people difficult. 

Although the official tracting session has been put on hold, thank God that 

Pr Sopheak and team were still able to give out Gospel tracts in the 

neighbourhood when they went for visitations. Pray that God will make a 

way for tracting to resume and that He will work in the hearts of those 

who have read the tracts to bring them to a saving knowledge of our 

Saviour. 

 

Pr Sopheak thanked God for the financial help received from Truth 

BPC (Singapore) to aid True Gospel members who were in need during the 

pandemic. Pray that the Lord will help His people to walk close to Him and 

that they will continue to trust Him to provide for all their needs. 

 

True Gospel Bible School (Kampot)—Thank God that the Bible School 

was able to begin her Jan-May 2021 semester on 25 January 2021 with 

one new student: Long Chan Christa, and  three returning students: 

Somaly Poch (1
st 

semester), Eng Ty (4
th 

semester) and Phu Kok Orng (6
th
 

semester). Thank God that another new student Searng Mahahang joined 

the Bible school in the July-November semester. Except for Eng Ty (who 
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worships in New Life Hosanah Church), the rest worship in a Presbyterian 

church in Kampot called The Church of Jesus Christ. All do not require 

financial assistance for their studies.  

 

The subjects offered in the Jan-May 2021 semester were Minor 

Prophets, Hebrews (I), Doctrine of VPI and VPP, and Homiletics by Pr 

Chan Sopheak; Life of Christ (I), 2 Peter and Cults by Pr Liv Rotha; 1 & 2 

Timothy and A Survey of Old Testament by Pr John Saray; and Titus by 

Pr Bun Kouy (who also prepared Bible Memory Verses for the students). A 

final examination and a Bible verse memorization quiz were conducted at the 

end of the semester.  

 

Subjects offered in the July-November 2021 semester were Old 

Testament History (I), Book of Genesis, Youth Christian Education, and 

Homiletics by Pr Chan Sopheak; Life of Christ (II), and Cults (II) by Pr Liv 

Rotha; An Introduction to Pastoral Ministry, Church Sunday School Teacher 

and Teaching Methods by Pr John Saray; and 1, 2 & 3 John by Pr Bun Kouy 

(who also prepared Bible Memory Verses for the students). A final 

examination and a Bible verse memorization quiz were conducted at the end 

of the semester.  

 

Due to the pandemic, there was a delay in the commencement of the 

July-November 2021 semester. Despite the delay, thank God that the 

Bible School was able to start her classes in August and have her final 

examinations in December. Thank God for enabling Pr John to teach the 

Bible school students via Google Meet when he was not able to make a 

trip to Kampot to teach them in person due to roads being blocked. Pr Bun 

Kouy also taught his lessons online. 

 

True Faith BPC (Kampot)— We rejoiced with True Faith BPC on the 

occasion of her 9
th

 Anniversary on 28 March 2021 and thanked the Lord 

for His goodness unto her. Although travel restrictions had prevented us from 

visiting our brethren at True Faith BPC this year, we thank God for 

encouraging messages from members and friends at Truth BPC sent digitally 

to our brethren at True Faith. The topic of the Anniversary was on “In Every 

Thing Give Thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18), and we pray that the Lord will 

help His people to give thanks in every thing for this is His will in Christ Jesus 

concerning them. May the Lord continue to keep True Faith BPC and use her 

for His glory. 

 

Continue to pray for Pr Rotha as he preaches at the Lord ’s Day services, 

and leads in prayer meetings. The Lord’s Day messages were based on the 
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following themes: “Giving is Blessing” (Acts 20:35) for the month of January 

to March, “Be Strong in the Lord” (Ephesians 6:10) for the month of April to 

June and “Be Strong and of a Good Courage” (Joshua 1:6) for the month of 

July to September, while messages preached at prayer meetings were on the 

following themes: “Cast Our Care Upon the Lord” (1 Peter 5:7) for the month 

of January to March, “Always to Pray and Not to be Faint” (Luke 18:1) for the 

month of April to June, and “Cast Our Burden Upon the LORD” (Psalm 55:22) 

for the month of July to September. May the Lord continue to use Pr Rotha to 

exhort His people in His Word and to build them up in their faith, especially 

during such trying times. 

 

Pr Rotha also teaches at the Adult Sunday School and Basic Bible 

Knowledge Class after the Lord’s Day service, and ministers with his wife 

(Saron) at the two children’s outreaches (in the village director’s home at Kep 

Tmey and by the roadside at Kampong Kreng) on Sunday afternoons.  

 

The beginning of the year saw an average attendance of 12 adults at the 

Lord’s Day service, but this decreased to about 5 as restrictions tightened 

later in the year. Many of the church activities (such as the Junior Sunday 

School, ministry at the children’s outreaches, Bible Studies at members’ 

homes, youth meetings 

and evangelism) have 

been put on hold.  Thank 

God that Pr Rotha was 

able to resume the 

children’s meetings at 

Kampong Kreng since 

the last two weeks of 

September, and the Lord 

has also opened a door 

for him and Sis Saron to 

minister to children at a 

new outreach at North 

Kampong Bai. They 

had their first meeting on      5 December 2021. Continue to pray for the work 

there and for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of the unsaved children. 

 

Thank God that home visitations were still possible during the period of 

January to June and Pr Rotha had the opportunity to minister to: 

(i) Auntie Nav Sophon (Bolen’s mother) who was not well due to her heart 

problem; (ii) two brothers who joined True Faith BPC in the early part of the 

year, and the older of the two (Bro Chok Sambath) was involved in a 

 New Children Outreach at North Kampong Bai  
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road accident and broke his hip and left leg; (iii) Auntie Ung Mouy who was 

not well due to her back problem; (iv) Sis Chanthan who was weak and had 

stomach problems. Besides encouraging her in God’s Word, Pr Rotha also 

brought her a packet of rice (50kg) as she had a hard time earning income 

during this period; (v) Uncle Keut Sreng who also faced economic difficulties. 

Pr Rotha brought him a packet of rice (50kg), encouraged him in God’s Word 

and prayed for him.  

 

Home visitation was not possible in the later part of the year due to 

restrictions that were put in place. Thank God for making a way for Pr Rotha 

to conduct a Bible Study at the home of Sis Chanthan once in early 

September. Three attended the Bible Study and Pr Rotha led them in the 

study of Psalm 27. May the Lord be merciful to His people and help them to 

keep trusting in Him even in difficult times. 

 

Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville)—Lively Hope BPC praised God for 

their 10
th

 Anniversary Thanksgiving Service on 17 January.  

 

The work in Sihanoukville continues to be challenging. Continue to pray for 

Pr John Saray as he preaches at the Lord ’s Day services from the book of 

James while his wife (Lydia) teaches at the Junior Sunday School with the 

assistance of Sis Yi Leang. Thank God that they were able to resume some 

activities during the Chinese and Khmer New Year when the COVID situation 

came under control. During this time, they were able to visit Uncle Som 

Bunthat and Auntie En Sareoun whose three grandchildren attend  their 

Sunday School classes. Uncle Som Bunthat was a former soldier during the 

Cambodia civil war and he had some knowledge of the Bible and the Lord 

Jesus Christ while living in refugee camps in Thailand. He was glad to hear 

Visiting the sick and needy church members and encouraging them in God’s Word 
(Left: Auntie Ung Mouy; Right: Sis Chanthan and husband) 
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the Gospel again when he attended the worship services at Lively Hope 

BPC on some occasions. Pray for his and his wife’s salvation. 

 

Thank God that the brethren at Lively Hope BPC were able to meet in 

person to worship the Lord together. However, the COVID-19 situation in 

Sihanoukville became worse after the Lunar New Year (20 February) and 

the government placed restrictions to prevent the people from leaving their 

homes for more than a month. This affected the ministry of the church and 

many activities (such as youth meetings, evangelism, Bible Studies, and 

visitations) had to be put on hold.  

 

Thank God for the lifting of some restrictions that allowed some to be able to 

meet in person to worship the Lord together. There were about eight 

worshippers who joined the Sunday worship and six worshippers who joined 

the prayer meetings in person. Others who were not able to meet in person 

were able to join the worship services via Google Meet. May the Lord be 

merciful to make a way for God’s people to worship Him together in person 

again. Pray, also, that the rest of the church ministry can resume soon. 

 

Pr John thanks God for bringing Bro Sav Keurn from Rotanakir Province to 

join them in their worship. He is a tribal young man who comes from the 

Jerai tribe in Ratanakiri Province, northeast of Cambodia. He is working and 

studying in Sihanoukville. Pray that he will continue to join Pr John and 

family for Sunday worship while he is in town. 

 

Thank God for protecting Pr John and family from COVID-19 infection. They 

had visited Sis Lydia’s parents on 26 July. Sis Lydia’s mother and her 

youngest sister were later found to be confirmed COVID-19 patients. 

Although Sis Lydia had shared food with her mother during the visit, the Lord  

was merciful to spare her from being infected by the virus. Thank God also 

that her mother and sister were able to return home after more than twenty 

days at the COVID-19 Treatment Centre. Pray that Sis Lydia’s mother and 

sister will remember the Lord’s goodness and the Word of God that has 

been shared to them. Thank God, also, for protecting Pr John and family 

during the monsoon period.  

 

Thank God for the purchase of the land for the building of Lively Hope 

BPC in November 2019. This land is located 600m from their current 

place of ministry, next to Pr John’s brother’s single-storey house, and 

measures 22m by 5m. Continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance concerning 

the planning and building process, as well as His provision. The total amount 

collected for Lively Hope Church Building Fund is at S$ 245,783 (as on  15 
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December 2021). May the Lord continue to move His people to give toward 

this work. 

 

 

 

 

 

                      
 

Funds Collected for Lively Hope Church Building Project 
 

 

Pr John thanks God for a decrease in the rental of the current church 

premises. The rental contract expired in July 2021, and when it was renewed 

in September,  the landlord kindly agreed to lower the rental from USD750/

month to USD500/month due to the COVID-19 situation and fewer mainland 

Chinese who remained after the government put a ban on the online casino. 

Continue to pray for the Lord’s leading concerning the Lively Hope 

church building project.  

 

Thank God for sustaining the preachers and their family in the work of 

the ministry, and for His mercies upon them. Continue to pray for them 

as they minister to the people in Cambodia during the pandemic.  

 

Thank God that Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha, Pr John, and Pr Bun Kouy were 

able to join Truth BPC for her worship services, prayer meetings as well 

as other church activities that were either live-streamed or made available 

via ZOOM during this period. Thank God that they were also able to sign up 

for online courses conducted by the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore) 

and spend time in the study of God’s Word. May the Word of God continue to 

strengthen them and help them in their service for the Lord. 

 

Thank God for helping Pr John with the Khmer translation of the late 

Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow’s “Gospel of Life” (FEBC Press) and for enabling  

the first part of the translation to be published and distributed as a 

Read, Pray and Grow (RPG) issue. Continue to pray for Pr Sopheak as 

he leads the team of translators comprising of Pr Rotha, Pr John and himself, 

and for the translators as they work on their part. May the Lord strengthen 

their hands to do this good work. 

S$245,783 

Target: S$300,000 
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Missions Needs 

 True Gospel BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Since 2007, Truth BPC has been supporting True Gospel BPC fully in the 

rental of church premises, utilities (electricity, water and internet facilities) 

and other miscellaneous expenses related to the church ministry such as 

transport costs. Currently, Pr Sopheak is using his own car to fetch the 

children and elderly members to church. Pray for the provision of a second-

hand church van to ferry children from the outreaches to church. 

 

 True Gospel Bible School (Kampot, Cambodia) 

A Student Welfare Fund was set up in 2015 to support the students in their 

tuition fees and food. The students also receive a monthly allowance to 

cover some of their miscellaneous expenses. The TMS decided in 2016 to 

contribute to this Fund on a half-yearly basis. God’s people are also 

welcome to give towards this Fund to help with the student scholarship. 

 

Presently, there are two computers for the students to use for their written 

assignments and research papers. There is also a resource library to provide 

students with more reading materials to widen their knowledge. The Bible 

School welcomes Biblically sound Christian books in good condition (for 

children, adults and Bible School students), as well as used laptops or 

computers  (in good working condition) for the students ’ use. 

 

 True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Pr Rotha is also building up their church resource library to encourage 

church members to read Christian literature for their edification. Biblically 

sound Christian books in good condition (for children, youths, and adults) are 

welcome.  

 

 Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville, Cambodia) 

Like the two churches in Kampot, Truth BPC has also been supporting Lively 

Hope BPC fully in the rental of the church premises, utilities (electricity, water 

and internet facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related to the 

church ministry.  

 

Since May 2018, Pr Saray has been staying in the present church premises, 

surrounded by construction which is still ongoing in the residential area. With the 

Lord’s leading, a land has been purchased with TMS’s approval for a church 

building to be built. However, the building project has been delayed due to the 

COVID-19 situation and there is a need to renew the current rental contract for 

another year at USD500/month.  



47 

 

 Puom Jor Long Village and “80-Roofs” Village (Cambodia) 

 

A small shelter was rented at USD160/month to conduct Sunday School for 

the children at Puom Jor Long Village. Pr Bun Kouy, his wife and his baby 

son John (born 9 April 2021) are currently staying with his in-laws. Pray for 

the Lord’s provision of a place to stay and where they can also serve 

the Lord in, and provision of Sunday School materials they can use in 

their ministry to the children.  

 

Others 

Rev Michael Koech (Africa Gospel Unity Church, Kenya) thanks God for 

protecting them from the coronavirus and for enabling them to 

continue with their church ministries despite the restrictions that came 

with the outbreak of the pandemic. Their usual camps and pastors’ 

conference had to be held in smaller groups, like it was in the previous year, 

but there was no hindrance to the ministry and they did not notice any 

change due to the restrictions. 

 

Thank God for the students of Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) who were 

helpful in evangelistic outreach. Since most of their churches are in the 

rural countryside, it is still convenient for them to visit homes for evangelism. 

They engaged in personal evangelism in the morning hours and met people 

in their homes, on their farms or in the shops. Although many were willing to 

listen, few would respond positively. In the afternoon they would go for open-

air preaching at the market centre and many of the people listened. Pray that 

the Holy Spirit will work in the hearts of those who heard the Good 

News to bring them to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

 

Due to the tight school calendar this year (to make up for the time the 

children were at home the previous year), the children have a shorter holiday 

and hence less time for church activities. Thank God for making a way for 

Kapkwen AGUC to squeeze in a time of VBS in the first week of April (5 

to 10 April) at two centres and for the attendance of sixty children. Pray for 

the salvation of children who are still outside God’s Kingdom.  

 

Continue to pray for the work at Longisa AGUC. The building work has 

not continued as they are trying to raise sufficient funds for the next phase of 

the building. The funds have not increased (as of 15 June 2021) and it may 

require up to USD3,000 (about S$4,000) or more to complete the building.  

 

Rev Michael also thanks God for bringing a group of people who came 

out from the mother church of AGUC early last year to join them. The 
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mother church of AGUC was a large evangelical church that has turned neo-

evangelical and ecumenical. The leaders in their previous church have 

incorporated African traditional rituals into the church. Their retired bishop 

and another bishop preach this syncretism and their fellow leaders did not 

raise any objection. When a group of pastors challenged them, they were 

removed from their duties. These pastors came out in obedience to the 

biblical injunction not to have fellowship with unbelievers. They brought four 

congregations with them. On 9 May this year, a fifth congregation was added 

in their locality. There is a prospect of more willing to separate and join the 

AGUC. Rev Michael thanked God that over the past one year with them, 

those pastors said they have learned many spiritual lessons that they have 

not learned before. The total membership in these five congregations is more 

than three hundred. Pray that they will grow in the knowledge of the Lord. 

Pray also that these pastors will be able to receive proper biblical 

training for the work of the ministry.  

 

Thank God for providing this group a piece of land to build the church 

building, and for the temporary structures that have been put up as 

places of worship in the mean time. Pray for them as they continue to wait 

upon the Lord for His provision and leading. 

 

Thank God for a good start to the year at Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) 

with a total enrolment of thirteen students: four from Tanzania and nine from 

Kenya. The Lord has used BBI to provide the AGUC with quality doctrinal 

instruction from God’s Word and to take a stand for biblical separation. The 

churches of AGUC support the school in its everyday requirements and the 

students pay a token sum as fees. Continue to pray for the provision of 

Bibles and good Christian books as well as financial support for the 

maintenance of their buildings.  

 

Pray for the provision of a church van. Although the old church van is 

still in use, there is a need to replace it and this may cost up to USD10,000 

(about S$13,300).  

 

Thank God for sending four from the church in Kome (Tanzania) to 

study at BBI. The church in Kome has two congregations and one 

pastor. Even as students, the four are of great assistance to the church when 

they returned home for holidays. Their current studies at BBI help them to 

prepare sermons and teach some doctrines. Continue to pray for the work 

there as well as for the on-going building projects for the two churches. 

Continue to pray for the Pokot outreach. There has been little progress 

mainly due to insecurity in that place: they cannot come out and Rev Michael 



49 

 

and his team cannot go in. Many youths engage in cattle rustling and the 

government restrict the movement of the people to contain the insecurity. 

Thank God that Elijah continues to hold the services at Popich and they were 

able to communicate by phone. Pray that the Lord will make a way for them 

to travel there again.  

 

Thank God that the Kalenjin Bible translation work is progressing well. 

The New Testament has been completed and it will be ready for submission 

to the Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS) for printing after a final proof-reading. 

Thank God that the translation of Old Testament has also begun and, God-

willing, it will take three years or more to complete. Rev Nelson Were has 

also started on the Kiswahili Bible translation, and is currently working on 

a pilot project to translate the Gospel of John. May the Lord continue to 

guide and bless the translation work. 

 

Rev Nelson (Holy Trinity Church of Africa) thanks God for His mercies 

and grace and how He has seen them through difficult and uncertain 

times during the pandemic. The pandemic had resulted in periods of 

partial lock-down and restrictions with cessation of movement to certain 

areas, followed by re-opening of the lock-down and resumption of 

movement, and there was a need to adjust whenever such changes arise.  

 

Thank God for sustaining the work in Rongo (a town about a six-hour 

drive from Eldoret en-route towards the Kenyan-Tanzanian border town of 

Sirare). Thank God that one of the students studying at Faith College of the 

Bible (FCB), who comes from the area, has completed his studies. Pray that 

the Lord will use him to help in the work in Rongo. 

 

Rev Nelson thanks God that the church at Rongo is currently being 

integrated officially into their denomination (which means it will be 

considered a local church instead of a missions station) and will be handed 

over to the nearest parish. Thank God also for showing Rev Nelson and his 

team three areas where they can start a church. These are places where 

their members are residing but they do not have churches nearby. Pray for 

Rev Nelson and his team as they wait upon the Lord to show them 

where and how to start. 

 

Thank God, also, for sustaining the work at Kisumu town. The church at 

Kisumu is a bigger church than the one at Eldoret. It has two worship 

services every Lord’s Day, with an average combined attendance of 150. 

Rev Nelson will travel from Eldoret to Kisumu every Thursday to attend to the 

Kisumu church ministries and pastoral work until Sunday when he will preach 
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in both worship services before travelling back to Eldoret. From Monday to 

Wednesday, Rev Nelson will teach at FCB in Eldoret. Pray for his ministries 

and for safety in travelling. 

 

Rev Nelson also thanked God that they were able to complete painting 

the interior of the church sanctuary at Kisumu (which costs                

Kshs 200,000 (about S$2,455)). There is, however, still a need for repair 

work to be done, and for the exterior building to be painted. A 

contractor had come to assess the church’s roofing since some of the iron 

sheets were leaking and had advised on replacing all the iron sheets and 

some of the roof timbers. His quotation totaled to Kshs 1,937,610.00 (since 

the whole roof is covered by about 552 corrugated iron sheets). The painting 

of the exterior on the other hand is estimated to cost Kshs 132,000.00. God-

willing they will be getting quotations on the actual estimates for the exterior 

painting.  

 

As part of the COVID restrictions, pew hymnbooks are no longer allowed and 

each worshipper has to have his own Bible, prayerbook and hymnbook. May 

the Lord provide for all their needs. 

 

Besides the monthly travel to teach at Bomet Bible Institute (BBI), Rev 

Nelson is also working to improve Kisumu Bible School (KBS) which is 

located in the compound of the Kisumu church which he pastors. Thank God 

that with Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo’s permission, they can print copies of the 

FEBC publications for the school library. Pray for provision of books for the 

library for both teachers and students to use.  

 

Although Rev Nelson is not officially teaching in the Kisumu Bible School 

(KBS), he takes classes unofficially and has taught subjects such as 

Ecumenism and Charismatism. KBS has 5 full-time students and 4 in-service 

students (i.e. part-time students who attend classes in KBS only during the 

school holidays). May the Lord help the students to know His truth well as 

they study His Word. 

 

Pray for the Lord’s provision for the Bible Translation project. There 
are internet charges, printing charges and transport expenses that needed to 
be looked into and the current estimate that they are working with is about   
Kshs 1,000 (about S$12.30) per month per translator. There are translators 
who do not have computers so they have to first write out the translation and 
then get someone to type for them. (The price of one complete desktop set 
ranges from Kshs 18,000 to Kshs 23,000, i.e. about S$224 to S$290.)  
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 Local Missions 
 
E-Band meets every 3

rd 
Sunday of the month to reach out to the 

Clementi neighbourhood with the Gospel of Christ. Due to the COVID-19 

restrictions put in place by the government, the E-Band tracting has been put 

on hold since April 2020. Pray that the Lord will make a way for the E-band 

to resume her tracting sessions and let us, in the meantime, continue to 

witness to others in our daily living. Please avail yourselves to the tracts 

made available at the tracts display rack at Level 1 or contact Karen 

Lee if you require them to be mailed to you.  

 

Thank God for the Evangelism Workshop that was held on 1 May 2021 

(Sat). The title of the workshop was “Evangelism During the COVID-19 

Pandemic” and Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy ministered God’s Word to the 

adults who were present, encouraging them to continue to reach out to the 

unsaved during the pandemic even by bearing a holy testimony for the Lord. 

After the exhortation from God’s Word, participants gathered in groups to 

discuss how they can continue to witness for the Lord in our present times. 

Thank God for a blessed time of learning from God’s Word and mutual 

encouragement in the things of God. May the Lord help us to be His holy 

witness to point the lost to Him.  

 

Church Gospel Night was held on 26 June 2021 (Sat), and Bro Samuel 

Joseph spoke on the topic “Jesus: The Cure to the Pandemic” based on 

Romans 5:17. To reach out to a larger group of people, the meeting was also 

live-streamed via the church’s You-Tube channel. Thank God for the 

opportunity given to many to invite unsaved loved ones and friends to listen 

to the message and for moving some of them to join us that evening. May 

the Holy Spirit work in the hearts of those who are still outside His kingdom 

to convict and to convert.  

 

Truth Children Fellowship (TCF) had her Missions Special Program on  

7 August 2020 to educate and to encourage children to do their part in 

missions work. This year, Rev Zhu Jian Wei (preacher of True Life Bible-

Presbyterian Church and a tutor at the Far Eastern Bible College) exhorted 

the children from God’s Word and shared with them on “The Role of the Far 

Eastern Bible College in Missions and Evangelism” (Matthew 13:31–32, cf. 

Matthew 28:18–20, 2 Timothy 2:15). This was followed by his testimony of 

how the Far Eastern Bible College had equipped him for the work of the 

ministry. Sister Theya Lagapa (daughter of Rev and Mrs Jose Lagapa) who 

is currently studying in the College and has a burden to serve the Lord in the 

missions field of Japan also shared with the children how the Lord is using 
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the College to train her for His work. The program ended with another 

testimony by Pr Bun Kouy, a graduate of the College serving as a preacher 

in Cambodia with official support from Truth BPC since July 2020. Due to the  

COVID-19 restrictions that were in place, the meeting was held via ZOOM. 

This, however, did not hinder the children from giving cheerfully unto the 

Lord to help in the work of missions and evangelism. A total of S$ (368.20 + 

31.80=) 400 was collected as a designated offering to the Far Eastern Bible 

College when physical meetings resumed. May the Lord bless all 

cheerful givers, and continue to use the Far Eastern Bible College in the 

advancement of His Kingdom. 

 

Truth Missions Society (TMS) continues to do her part to increase 

missions awareness among Truth members. We thank God for — 

 

(i) Publication of 2020 Shine Forth Missions Journal (Vol. 14) on “Biblical 

Worship (III)” which has been distributed not only to our 

churches and Bible 

colleges in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, Kenya and Tanzania. 

Apart from increasing missions awareness, the bi-annual missions journals 

also seek to encourage and to equip those who are serving the Lord in the 

Gospel ministry. We thank God for all who have contributed to this important 

work, and we pray that the Lord will continue to help His people to shine 

forth His Gospel light.  

TCF Missions Special Program 2021: “The Role of the Far Eastern Bible College      
in Missions and Evangelism” (Matt 13:31–32, cf. Matt 28:18–20, 2 Tim 2:15) 
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(ii) Missions Noticeboard and Webpage which update members and friends 

on missions-related news. Digital copies of tracts published by Truth BPC 

and other helpful evangelistic resources are also available on the church 

missions webpage for your use in personal evangelism. 
 

(iii) Missions Sunday that was held on 10 October 2021. The Lord’s 

messenger was Pr Joshua Yong who spoke on “The Preaching of the 

Cross” (1 Corinthians 1:18-24). Members and friends were given a glimpse 

of the work that the Far Eastern Bible College is involved in through a video 

interview with the College’s Principal (Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo) and the matron 

(Mrs Ivy Tow) as well as sharings by students and graduates of the College 

that was screened after the worship service. May the Lord continue to use 

the Far Eastern Bible College to train labourers for His Work, to hold forth 

the Word of life and to hold fast the faithful Word. 

 

The TMS also seeks to encourage our Cambodian preachers in their 

service for the Lord and to provide the necessary spiritual support. 

Besides remembering them in prayers, the TMS thanks God that she can: 

 

(i) Meet with the Cambodian Preachers via ZOOM on 29 June 2021.Travel 

restrictions during the pandemic had prevented the TMS member(s) and 

others from making trips to Cambodia to encourage the preachers there in 

the work of the ministry. They were also not able to be with us physically at 

this year’s church camp due to the travel restrictions. Despite not being able 

to meet physically, the TMS thanks God that they could still meet with the 

preachers via ZOOM to encourage them in their service for the Lord, and to 

find out how Truth BPC can continue to pray for them and support them in 

the ministry. Thank God that the preachers and their families could also join 

Truth BPC on Wednesday Night Prayer Meetings held via ZOOM, as well as 

the Lord’s Day services that are         live-streamed. May the Lord continue to 

help us to co-labour with the preachers there in the work of the ministry. The 

TMS will continue to meet with the preachers via ZOOM on a quarterly basis. 

 

(ii) Encourage the Cambodian Preachers in the Study of God’s Word 

Besides encouraging them to take up subjects offered by the Far Eastern 

Bible College (FEBC), the preachers are also encouraged to join Truth BPC 

members in their Sunday Worship, prayer meetings and various Bible 

studies. Rev Dennis also meets with the Cambodian preachers once a 

month (on a Monday) via ZOOM to have Bible Study with them. They have 

completed the study on the Beatitudes and are now considering the 

attributes of God from God’s Word. 
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TMS was established in May 2006 to encourage and to provoke our 

members in Truth B-P Church to be more proactive in the advancement of 

the Great Commission, in obedience to Jesus’ command (Matthew 28:18-20; 

Mark 16:15).  

 

The TMS Committee in 2020 comprises: 

Eld Winston Chew (Chairman), Dn Franco Wong (Secretary, E-Band i/c), 

Rev Dennis Kwok (Cambodian Missions i/c),  Dn Benjamin Yeo (Member), 

Chan May Ling (Treasurer) and Karen Lee (Publication Secretary). 

 

Our objectives are: 

a) To inform church members of local and overseas missions activities 

b) To encourage, support and pray for local and overseas missions 

c) To inspire interest and missions awareness among church members 

d) To initiate and co-ordinate missions trips 

 
 

If you would like to know how you can play a part in missions work, feel free to 

approach the TMS members for assistance.  

 

   

  ************************ 

 



A long time ago in the year 1494, a person named William Tyndale was born
in England. He was born into a farming family about 100 years after John
Wycliffe had died. At the age of 11, he was enrolled into the University of
Oxford. He was highly gifted in languages and was fluent in English, French,
Greek, Hebrew, German, Italian, Latin, and Spanish. Tyndale lived during
the period of the Dark Ages where the Roman Catholic Church hid the Bible
from the common people. The priests did that which was right in their own
eyes, and most of the lay people were completely ignorant of God’s Word.

Tyndale was convicted that all the evils in the Church were because of
people’s ignorance of God’s Word and salvation. He wanted to open their
eyes by giving them the Scriptures in their own language. He believed that if
people did not have the Bible in their own language, it would be impossible
for them to know the truth.

William Tyndale 
CHILDREN’S CORNER

Holding Fast The Faithful Word In Life And In Death
By Hadassah Chew 



Tyndale held fast the faithful Word in his life and in his
death. He did not give in to the pressures and threats
around him, and gave his whole life to translate the Bible so
that God’s people can have God’s Word in their own
language. He was faithful unto death and gave up his life
for the cost of Christ. Will you be like William Tyndale?

Although Wycliffe had translated the Bible from Latin to English, Tyndale
was the first person to translate the Bible from the original Greek and
Hebrew texts into English. Tyndale was not afraid to go against the Pope. He
wanted even a ploughboy to know more of God’s Word than the Pope.

In 1524, he went to Wittenberg in Germany for 10 months to translate the
English New Testament. By this time, the printing press had been invented.
Tyndale ordered 6000 copies of his English New Testament to be printed,
but many were burnt up by the Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1527, Tyndale
started translating the Old Testament into English. By then, he was
condemned as a heretic.

Tyndale was constantly on the run. One day, his “friend” betrayed him and
he was finally caught. He suffered a lot physically, but he still wanted very
much to study the Hebrew Bible in the prison cell. At last, Tyndale was
burnt at the stake in the year 1536. As he was burning, he prayed, “Lord,
open the King of England’s eyes.” God answered this prayer 75 years later,
when a complete English translation of the Bible was authorised by King
James in 1611. It is said that about 84% of the New Testament and 76% of
the Old Testament follows Tyndale’s translation.

References:
Khoo Jeffrey, Seven Stars of the Protestant Reformation 
(Singapore: Far Eastern Bible College, 2017).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tyndale
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