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Foreword 

Preaching God’s Word in a Pandemic 

 

The year 2020 will always be remembered as the year of the pandemic. 

Every facet of our life is affected, and the way we worship and fellowship is 

not spared. The way we do missions is also hampered. Door-to-door 

evangelism was curtailed, street evangelism prevented, and church 

meetings limited. Thank God that the Word of God is not bound by the 

pandemic, and the use of technology enabled the work of the church and 

the Great Commission to continue during this period. Many were also able 

to meet in small groups. Whether as a church or as individuals, we ought to 

“preach the word, in season, out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2). 

 

Biblical Separation is a Bible-Presbyterian distinctive, and this doctrine is 

clearly taught in the Bible. It must be taught and practised in the church, 

and obeyed in the Christian’s life. Biblical Separation is applicable to the 

established churches, as well as in the missions field. Frequently, there is a 

temptation to compromise and to focus on the result rather than the means. 

God’s work must be done in God’s way, according to God’s Word. It must 

also be our way of life as a Christian. 

 

This issue has many articles on the doctrine and practice of Biblical 

Separation, including personal testimonies of preachers and missionaries in 

Cambodia, for our reading and edification. 

 

May we obey the Lord in carrying out the Great Commission, and obey the 

doctrine of Biblical Separation as taught in the Bible. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Eld Winston Chew (Chairman) 

Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

“The Call to Separate”  

Biblical Separation is a neglected and very unpopular doctrine even though it 

is the most important doctrine in the entire Bible when it comes to protecting 

a child of God from ruining his holy witness for Christ! It is unpopular 

because it requires him to cut ties with anyone whose association will 

jeopardise his holy witness even though it is so helpful to the believer’s 

spiritual well-being. These individuals would include his loved ones, friends, 

and neighbours. There is no exception to this list!  

 

There are essentially two aspects to 

the doctrine of Biblical Separation. 

The first is to separate from 

unbelievers who do not call 

themselves Christians. The second 

is to separate from those who call 

themselves Christians but are living 

in sin and refuse to repent of it. In 

the former, separation is based 

upon not compromising the Christian’s witness with unbelievers. It is from 

such relationships he must separate. In the latter, separation is based upon 

the Christian standard applied to his conduct (which includes his teaching), 

as he calls himself a Christian. He will be judged according to the Bible if he 

has shamed the Name of Christ by remaining in his sin. The focus of            

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 is on the former.  

 

The command in 2 Corinthians 6:14 is to stop an action in progress. The 

believers in the Corinthian church had already compromised themselves by 

yoking with unbelievers. The term “yoke” is borrowed from the idea of two 

farm animals bound together to work the ground. These animals have to be 

of the same size and temperament, or else it will not work. An ox needs to be 

yoked with another ox and not a donkey. A Christian and an unbeliever 

yoked together in marriage is one example forbidden in the Bible. Another 

example is in business when both parties have contrasting management and 

philosophies. The Christian would want to base his business on Christian 

principles so that he could glorify Christ, but the unbeliever would not be able 

to do so and would desire to glorify self instead. The Christian would not 

want to open his business on the Lord’s Day, whereas his partner, who is an 

Biblical Separation requires 
separation from:  

(1) unbelievers who do not call 
themselves Christian, and           

(2) those who call themselves 
Christians but are living in sin. 
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unbeliever, wants to. Such discrepancies in mindset and principles of life 

would result in a broken union unless one party compromises, and very 

often, the one who usually compromises is the believer.  

 

The reasons given by God to stop all such yoking include: 

“for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?” (v. 14b) – 

There is no intimacy between the one who desires to do what is right in the 

eyes of God and the one who desires to do what is right in his own eyes! 

They will always be at odds. A Christian will always want to do what is 

according to Holy Scriptures whereas the unrighteous will never. He 

despises the Word of Christ which is the Bible. 

 

“what communion hath light with darkness”? (v. 14c) – There is nothing 

common between light and darkness. The former desires to do all things that 

are bright and good and open to scrutiny. The Christian who is light has 

nothing to be ashamed of in his life, whereas the one who loves darkness 

has much to hide. His motives are suspicious. His deeds are filled with 

cunning devices with the intent to deceive. He promotes darkness and evil 

deeds, whereas the one who is light promotes truth and holiness. 

 

“And what concord hath Christ with Belial?” (v. 15a) – The source of the 

opposing considerations in verse 14 is Christ versus the Devil (who is called 

Belial here in verse 15, i.e. the worthless one). There is never the slightest 

agreement between the two, whereby both sides will say “yes” to the same 

thing. The Devil has desired to destroy and kill Christ from the beginning of 

the Fall, whereas Christ will sit in judgement of the Devil for all the evil he 

has done and continues to do and will send him to the Lake of Fire one day. 

There will never be the slightest agreement on anything between Christ and 

Belial! 

 

“what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” (v. 15b) – In life, the 

believer and the infidel (or unbeliever) will have nothing in common. The 

former is born again in Christ, where his spiritual eyes are open. The latter is 

born in sin and total depravity, and his eyes are spiritually dead, where he is 

not able to penetrate the spiritual realm. They cannot see the same thing and 

agree because one is blind and will never be able to see outside of Christ! 

 

“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?” (v. 16a) – In the 

worship of the Lord GOD, the Temple of God, where the Lord dwells, is the 

home of God where idols and idolatry are never permitted to exist! How then 

can there be agreement on anything in worship? The manner of worship 

within the Temple is one of reverential fear and great solemnity where the 
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holiness of God is paramount. On the other hand, the place of idols is one of 

deadness and darkness where carnality is paramount. Sin and sinners fill the 

place of idolatry, whereas saints and holiness permeate through the 

presence of the thrice-holy God. 

 

Christians must know that they are “. . . the temple of the living God; as God 

hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people.” Such transformation within the child of God must 

be consciously acknowledged and experienced. He knows within his soul 

that he is no longer the same. The old man is dead. The new man is now in 

Christ, where the newness of Christ is revealed to him by the Holy Spirit who 

dwells in him. He seeks and desires all things holy and righteous. This is his 

new nature. It is the work of the Holy Spirit in him. He knows God as his 

personal God, and he knows that he is one of God’s people. He knows this 

just as he knows that he is a citizen of a particular country returning home, 

like a Singaporean who knows that he is coming home to Singapore. A child 

of God knows that he is going home to his Father and is approaching his 

heavenly Father whenever he prays.  

 

The result of this convincing argument by the Apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 

6:14-16, is that the child of God has only one response: “Wherefore come 

out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye 

shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (vv. 17-18). The 

injunction from the Lord is that he must separate.  

 

If it is a business relationship he has to separate from and has to lose some 

money in the process, so be it. It is better to lose some money than to lose 

his Christian witness and the good pleasure of God. If it is a marriage, the 

believer needs to repent of his sin for going against the Word of God 

deliberately and married an unbeliever. However, he cannot divorce now that 

he is married. He needs to be a holy witness unto the LORD and pray to the 

Lord for mercies to save his spouse. He needs to be a holy witness and 

confess to his wife that he had sinned against God and “stumbled” her by 

loving her more than Christ when he chose to marry her when she was an 

unbeliever. His wife must now see the new repentant husband who returns to 

church for worship and service.  

 

There is a difference when both husband and wife were married as 

unbelievers, and one of them becomes a believer. The instruction from the 

Lord is clear regarding the relationship -- “But to the rest speak I, not the 

Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to 
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dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the woman which hath an 

husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not 

leave him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the 

unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children 

unclean; but now are they holy” (1 Corinthians 7:12-14). 

 

The Lord sees believers as His sons and daughters and will be glad to be 

called their heavenly Father! The believer bears the witness of his heavenly 

Father by his 

associations. He 

must separate from 

all evil associations 

that compromise 

his holy witness for 

Christ. Just as 

Christ, the Son of God, has no personal relationship with the Devil, the child 

of God must have no personal relationship with an unbeliever in any close or 

intimate manner such as in marriage and business. Amen. 

 

************************ 

“The believer bears the witness of his 
heavenly Father by his associations.               

He must separate from all evil associations 
that compromise his holy witness for Christ. ” 

    



6 

 

Article:       

By Pr Ko Lingkang 

“Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 

 

Very often, those who are critical of the teachings and practice of Biblical 

Separation would say that it is not loving to be so contentious and divisive. 

They argue that Fundamentalists who practice Biblical Separation are 

narrow-minded, bigoted, uncharitable, and even ‘unchristian.’ 

 

The clarion call of the Neo-Evangelicals who have repudiated the doctrine of 

Biblical Separation is that ‘doctrine divides, love unites.’ In so doing, they 

seek to pit truth and love as two contrasting irreconcilable things, such that 

one who contends for the faith and seeks to uphold the doctrines of the Bible 

is seen as unloving and divisive, whereas a true Christian is one who, above 

all, exhibits love and can lovingly unite the body of Christ, even if it comes at 

the expense of doctrine and truth.   

 

Is that a right understanding of the doctrine of Biblical Separation? Is it really 

unloving to practice separation and discipline? If it is unloving, does that 

mean that it is unbiblical and unchristian too?  

 

If we look carefully at the biblical teachings concerning truth and love, we 

realize that they could not be further from the truth!  

 

1 Corinthians 13 is a beautiful chapter of love personified. The Apostle Paul 

writes to the church at Corinth – a church that was embroiled in several 

conflicts and controversies that led to divisiveness and in-fighting. In 

response to the various squabbles that were taking place, Paul exhorts them 

to seek after “a more excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31), and that is the 

way of true Christian charity. He warns them that no matter what spiritual gift 

they may be given, how much faith they claim to have, or how many works 

they are doing for God, it is all useless if they do not exercise love               

(1 Corinthians 13:1-3). From verse 4 onwards, Paul describes the attributes 

of true biblical love – of what it really means to exercise love in the manner 

that God wants us to understand.  

 

Our focus in relation to the practice of Biblical Separation is the two 

attributes mentioned in verse 6 – that charity “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
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rejoiceth in the truth.” In these two simple phrases, we see principles on how 

we ought to lovingly relate to sin and error that arises in our midst.  

 

(I) “Rejoiceth not in iniquity”  

 

True love will never cause one to rejoice in sin or unrighteousness. A person 

who loves another is one who will want what is best for him. Because he 

cares so much for him, he will never rejoice when this person is struggling 

with some sin or caught up in 

some error. His concern for 

him will be that he will repent 

of his sin and be corrected of 

his error. Instead of rejoicing, 

there will be, instead, anguish 

and concern for the sinner, 

and a concerted effort made 

to address the iniquity. True love will cause one never to be happy or 

satisfied until the iniquity is dealt with. To allow the iniquity to continue and 

not say anything or do anything would not be love at all, but hate!  

 

Therefore, when a church chooses to practice separation from another 

church, organization, or individual because of known sin, it is an act of love. 

It is never an easy or comfortable thing to confront the sin of another. It could 

cause the one doing so to come across as arrogant, to be castigated for 

having a ‘holier-than-thou’ attitude, or seen as lacking in compassion. Yet it 

is the right thing to do. As difficult as it may be, when we see a brother 

caught up in some sin or error, it is the responsibility of a loving brother to 

point out that fault, and then in love restore him to righteousness. In so 

doing, we are bearing one another’s burdens, and fulfilling the law of Christ, 

which is the law of love (Galatians 6:1-2).  

 

As children of God, we must understand sin for what it is. All sins are serious 

transgressions against God’s holiness and are abominations in the sight of 

God. They are like sicknesses and diseases that plague our spiritual health. 

If allowed to remain unchecked, it can cause serious detriment to the life of a 

believer, and at times adversely affect those around him as well. Just as we 

would never rejoice to hear of a loved one afflicted with a disease, we would 

never be delighted to learn of a brother, church, or Christian organization 

remaining in sin. Instead, we would seek to do what is necessary to help him 

or them out of his or their sin. If, despite the due process of warning and 

counselling, the person still refuses to repent, then the Biblical instruction is 

separation. That is what the Apostle Paul had commanded the Christians at 

 
“True love will never cause one to 
rejoice in sin or unrighteousness… . 
To allow the iniquity to continue 

and not say anything or do anything 
would not be love at all, but hate! ” 
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Thessalonica to do with the disobedient brother: “And if any man obey not 

our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that 

he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him 

as a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15). The purpose of such separation 

was so that the errant brother would be ashamed and realize the error of his 

ways. Yet in the act of separation, it is not to ostracize or to cast one out as 

an enemy, but to be done lovingly, always with the view of their restoration, 

hoping that they would repent and return to fellowship.  

 

(II) “Rejoiceth in the truth” – help others to the truth 

 

Love is, instead, one that rejoices in the truth. When you love someone, you 

will never want him to believe or continue in a lie. If he is caught up in some 

erroneous teaching or deceived into believing that his life of sin is alright, you 

will want to help him out of it. You will desire for him to know the truth!  

 

Truth is always and only found in the Word 

of God. The Bible alone is our standard in 

helping us to discern truth from error, right 

from wrong. A true believer is one who 

delights in the truth and loves the Word of 

God. He hates deceit and error and would 

never want to associate with those who 

would promote falsehoods.  

 

The purpose of separation is always to uphold the truth of God’s Word. 

When God’s Word comes under attack, or some erroneous doctrines are 

promoted, the truth of God is at stake. To continue in fellowship with those 

who would preach error or falsehood would be to condone their error. 

Scripture is very clear on this. Various passages that teach such separation 

are as follows:  

 

1Timothy 6:3-5 – “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to 

wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 

doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but 

doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, 

railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and 

destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw 

thyself.” 

 

Romans 16:17-18 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 

divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 

 

Truth is always and only 
found in the Word of 

God, and the purpose of 
separation is to uphold 

the truth of God. 
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avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of 

the simple.” 

 

2 John 1:9-11 – “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine 

of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 

both the Father and the Son.  If there come any unto you, and bring not this 

doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he 

that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” 

 

God’s warning to us is clear – anyone who associates with those who teach 

and uphold erroneous doctrines is also considered to be a partaker of their 

evil deeds. True love that rejoices in truth will never want to have such 

association with error. The line of 

separation drawn ought to be very 

clear and distinct. The Apostle 

John’s instructions in 2 John 1:9-

11 was in the context of people in 

the church showing hospitality to 

itinerant preachers. They would 

travel from city to city, like what 

the Apostle Paul did in his missionary journeys, and would put up in the 

homes of church members during their stay in the city. John’s warning was 

that if they knew of preachers who were teaching false doctrines, they were 

not to take them in and have any fellowship with them, for if they were to do 

so, it would be to condone their wrong teachings and they would be 

considered to have helped them in their promotion of error!  

 

For us, the application is clear. If we know of any individual, church, or 

organization that is teaching or compromising with those who teach error, 

we are to separate from them, and ensure that we do not in any way show 

support or agreement with them. If we fail to do so, we would not be 

rejoicing in the truth, but rather rejoicing in falsehood. When we separate 

ourselves from them, it is an act of love, for love rejoices in truth, and will 

always seek to defend and uphold the truth of God.  

 

Biblical Separation is a much-neglected teaching of the Bible in Christendom 

today. The prevailing attitude and mindset is one of ecumenism – the effort 

to unite all churches together at all costs. As such, any talk of separation or 

distinction is viewed with suspicion and even disdain. To them, it is most 

unloving to criticize others and highlight their faults and errors. Instead, they 

claim that it is loving to compromise and condone error. However, Scripture 

“True love that rejoices in truth 
will never want to have such 

association with error. The line 
of separation drawn ought to be 

very clear and distinct.” 
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is clear that true love is one that never delights in the sins and errors of 

others, but rather rejoices only when they come to truth and righteousness.  

 

Although it may sometimes be difficult to stand on the side of truth, 

especially when that requires us to go against what seems to be popular and 

acceptable, we must remember that our concern is not man’s opinion of us, 

but God’s. Our duty is not to make popular choices that please man, but to 

obey God’s instructions to us, and to do so out of genuine Christian love.  

 
 

************************ 
 

Pr Ko Lingkang is a graduate of the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore)
and is currently serving as a preacher in Sydney Bible-Presbyterian Church, 

Australia. The above article was also published in the Elder’s Page of 
Calvary Pandan Bible-Presbyterian Church’s weekly dated 13 October 2019. 
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Are there degrees of separation?  

 

... degrees of separation are conjured up as though they were 
valid and as though men could be first-degree separationists,        

second-degree separationists, third-degree separationists.  

Those who look at the commands of Scripture from such an 
angle that they see degrees are blinded by carnal 

considerations deep in their own beings, for these degrees 
are not in the Scripture.  

Separation is a command, “Be ye separate.” There are no 
degrees; there is only obedience. To fracture obedience and 

make it a matter of degrees is also disobedience and sin.  

 

— Dr Carl McIntire (in McIntire’s Maxims, emphasis added) 
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Article:      

 

 

The Church, as a whole, is “called-out” from the world. So too are individual 

Christians. After being saved, Christians are left in the world, according to 

God’s sovereign purpose, to be a witness for Christ, to be different from the 

world even though we are living in the world. If Christians cannot be 

differentiated from the rest of the world, we have become salt that has lost its 

savour, and light that is hid under a bushel. 

 

For the Christian to accomplish God’s purpose, he must be holy or set apart 

for God’s use. A Christian cannot be 

used for God’s holy purposes and for 

worldly purposes at the same time. As 

an example, the tools we use for 

cooking and eating are separate from 

the ones we use to wash floors and 

toilet. Clean must be separated from 

the unclean. Only then can we be useful for the function that God has 

purposed for us. 

 

The reason we must be holy is that holiness is in line with God’s character, 

since He is the thrice-holy God. It is also a command, and not an option for 

believers, who are called to be His children and His people, and must hence 

be holy in all aspects of our life. 

 

1 Peter 1:15-16 – “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in 

all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 

 

This separation of the holy from the 

unholy, the clean from the unclean, 

must be according to Biblical 

principles, and not one’s own ideas. 

Not only does this apply to the 

Church as a whole, it also applies to 

every Christian in his or her personal 

life – whether it is their testimony at home, in school, at work, or in any other 

area. The knowledge of God’s Word must be followed by a humble receiving 

of its teachings and obedience by faith despite the situation we are in. This 

“For the Christian to 
accomplish God’s purpose, 
he must be holy or set apart 

for God’s use.”  

 

“This separation of the holy 
from the unholy, the clean from 
the unclean, must be according 

to Biblical principles and not 
one’s own ideas.”  
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obedience must take precedence over friendships, tradition, and even family 

relationships. 

 

The practice of Biblical Separation is obedience to God’s Word. Such 

obedience is required of God’s children even when it does not make logical 

sense to our finite mind, or when doing so seems to put us at a disadvantage 

from the world’s perspective, or cause the loss of physical or material things. 

Obedience may also make the Christian enemies with the world and cause 

our relationship with others to be soured. Hence this obedience to separate 

ourselves from the unholy and the unclean requires faith and trust in God 

who has commanded us to obey Him above all other considerations. It also 

manifests our love for God over all else in this world. If we truly love God, we 

would keep His commandments, and would rather be enemies with the world 

than to be enemies with God. 

 

James 4:4 – “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 

friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a 

friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 

 

The Constitution of Truth Bible-Presbyterian Church consists of an article on 

Biblical Separation. It states, in Article 6.7, that “[t]he commands of God to 

His people to be separate from all unbelief and corruption are clear and 

positive: ‘Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 

6:14)”. This applies to all aspects of a Christian’s life – both personal and 

ecclesiastical. 

 

Personal Separation 

 

“… so be ye holy in all manner of conversation” (1 Peter 1:15). 

 

In every aspect of our personal life, we must not be conformed to the world. 

It is not just a set of do’s and don’t’s for a Christian to follow. There must be a 

conviction of heart and renewing of the mind which manifests externally in 

our practice. It involves what we think, see, say, and do. 

 

Holiness, when we are alone, reflects our awareness of the presence of God 

in our lives. The ubiquitous smartphone and computer are both a blessing 

and a curse. Most people are now able to access the Internet and social 

media from virtually anywhere and at any time. Pornography, violence, 

gossip, and unwholesome entertainment can all be accessed at the touch of 

a button. Social media posts on what is happening in other people’s lives 
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seem to attract inordinate attention. Many are guilty of joining the fray by 

posting everything they do. The Christian is also not spared the temptation 

of the Internet and must be extremely watchful to avoid sin. Stay away from 

pornography and unwholesome social media. Make sure anything you post 

is edifying and different from that of the world. Make sure our time is well 

spent for the Lord. 

 

Being holy in all manner of conversation extends to what we wear. Do we 

conform to worldly fashion, and dress in sensual ways, or follow after the 

styles of entertainment stars? Let us dress appropriately and modestly in 

church, at work, and on all occasions. 

 

Socialising is the worldly way of building camaraderie and rubbing shoulders 

with people of the upper echelon in society. This often involves unedifying 

conversation and drinking of alcohol. Drinking of beer is considered “cool” to 

the world, and wine “high class.” As Bible-Presbyterians, we believe in the 

Biblical teaching of total abstinence from alcohol, and should not fall into the 

temptation of socialising in this manner, thinking that we may lose out 

otherwise. Obedience requires faith. Who are your best friends? May they 

be Christians with whom we can find mutual encouragement and support in 

our pilgrim journey on earth. 

 

Where we go, what we do, and whom we keep company with must all be in 

line with Biblical teachings, and they must be honouring and pleasing to 

God. We could be going to the 

right places and doing the right 

things, but with the wrong 

companions. We could be doing 

the right things with the right 

people but at the wrong place. We 

could be going to the right place 

with the right companions, but 

doing the wrong things. Let us practise Biblical separation and have no part 

with sin in every aspect of our personal life. 

 

Ecclesiastical Separation 

 

Our Church Constitution further states in Article 6:9: 

We are opposed to all efforts to obscure or wipe out the clear line of 

separation between these absolutes: truth and error, light and 

darkness (See Isaiah 5:20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18). We refer to such 

efforts by New Evangelicals, Charismatic Christians, promoters of 

“Where we go, what we do, and 
whom we keep company with 
must all be in line with Biblical 

teachings, and they must be 
honouring and pleasing to God.” 
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ecumenical cooperative evangelism and of the social gospel, and all 

churches and other movements and organisations that are aligned 

with or sympathetic to the Ecumenical Movement. 

 

The apostasy in Christendom is evident, with many mainstream 

denominations leaving the fundamental doctrines of the faith, and joining 

hands with the Charismatics and even Roman Catholics. The Ecumenical 

Movement is gaining more momentum, not only within Christianity itself, but 

is also facilitated by secular governments in the name of religious harmony. 

Combined inter-faith activities are common and even encouraged and 

expected – from the swearing-in of governments to the showing of solidarity 

during national crises, such as the coronavirus pandemic. While we support 

religious harmony and freedom of worship, we do not participate in such 

ecumenical activities. We must also turn away from national church councils 

that are part of the World Council of Churches (WCC). 

 

While we are not against Christian unity, this unity must be based on the 

truth. Many churches have erroneously cited love over truth as their basis for 

participation. In preserving the purity of faith and practice, we must always 

be careful of whom we join hands. The only guiding factor must be the truth 

of God’s Word – whether it is 

upheld, believed and practised. 

Even within Bible-Presbyterian 

churches, many have left the 

Fundamental position, and 

become Neo-evangelical, and 

ecumenical. The recent issue of 

the perfect preservation of the 

Bible further separates churches which believe that the Bible contains 

mistakes from those which do not. Hence Biblical Separation preserves 

holiness and maintains purity of the church. 

 

Biblical Separation comes at the expense of friendship, comfort, and 

tradition. Truth Bible-Presbyterian Church was born out of the issue of the 

verbal plenary preservation (VPP) of the Bible. In leaving our previous 

church, we had to sever ties of family relationships, decades of friendship, 

premises to worship the Lord, and years of history and tradition which had 

been built together. That is the cost of obedience. Thank God that He has 

provided us with more than what we needed to start a new church, and His 

mercies and grace have seen us through more than fourteen years. 

 

“We must be careful of whom 
we join hands. The only guiding 

factor must be the truth of God’s 
Word — whether it is upheld, 

believed and practised.” 
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One area of weakness in the practice of Biblical Separation as a church is 

the music. Many churches are plagued with the scourge of Contemporary 

Christian Music (CCM), which are sensual, sentimental, lacking in theology 

and doctrine, based on rock and jazz music structures, and not God-

honouring. Some of these are so subtle that it is difficult to spot the 

problems. A return to the good old hymns rich in theology and the 

fundamental forms of music is something every church must do. 

 

Tied to this is the form of worship in the church. The worship of God must be 

in a way that is prescribed by God Himself in His Word – i.e. to worship Him 

in spirit and in truth, God-honouring, and not sensual or man-centred. The 

type of music adds to this man-centred type of worship, which honours and 

pleases man and not God. From such, the true Bible-believing church must 

separate. 

 

The practice of Biblical Separation is basically obedience to the Word of 

God. Many Christians are knowledgeable in God’s Word but are not 

convicted or convinced of the need to obey this doctrine. It must be practised 

at all times by the Christian in our personal life, as well as by the church as 

an organisation. May the Lord help us in these end times to be separate from 

sin and corruption, and the world. 

 

 

************************ 
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Book Summary: 

Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo’s 

“Biblical 
Separation: 
Doctrine of Church 
Purification and 
Preservation”    

By  Pr Nguyen Van Hieu  

In these last days, to protect the church’s purity and witness, the doctrine of 

separation cannot be neglected. This doctrine is likened to the white-blood 

cells that run throughout the body to destroy that which would harm it. Thus, 

the doctrine of Biblical Separation is important to the body of Christ. That is 

why God made sure that the teachings and practice of the doctrine of 

separation are taught throughout the Scriptures. In his book entitled “Biblical 

Separation: The Doctrine of Church Purification and Preservation,” Rev (Dr) 

Jeffrey Khoo presents this important doctrine and shows how it is taught in 

both the Old and New Testaments.  

 

The LORD had, from the beginning, commanded the Israelites to separate 

themselves from the surrounding nations when they entered the Promised 

Land. In Deuteronomy 7:7-11, God gave clear command that the Israelites 

must not make any covenant, show mercy and make marriages with the 

heathens because they were people specially chosen by the LORD to be His 

witness.  

 

In the Torah (five books of Moses), the LORD gave reasons why the 

Israelites must uphold this doctrine of separation due to the 

acknowledgement of who the LORD was and who they were. First of all, the 

LORD is holy so they ought to be holy by separating themselves from people 

who would have a bad influence on them (Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2, 20:7, 26). 

Moreover, they were called to be a peculiar treasure, a kingdom of priests, 

and an holy nation of the LORD (Exodus 19:5-6). Each of the terms used 
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points to their mission to the world. To fulfil that mission, they ought to be 

holy and they ought to separate themselves from the heathen nations. It was 

a command, and not an option, that God had called the individuals and the 

nation to obey. To remind them of this doctrine in their every-day life, God 

had, for instance, prohibited the mixing of  different types of seed or animal in 

their fields. Such agricultural laws are pedagogical and mnemonic in nature 

to help the Israelites keep His commandment. 

 

In the Nabiim (prophets), the author showed how the LORD had used His 

true prophets to direct and redirect His people to take heed to the doctrine of 

separation. Despite this, many kings still chose not to obey the voice of His 

prophets, and formed ungodly alliances in marriages, business and battles 

with the wicked. Two prominent examples were Solomon and Jehoshaphat, 

whose failure to practice Biblical Separation led to apostasy in their times (2 

Kings 17:6-17). The people followed their kings’ spiritual downfall and were 

eventually judged by God and given over to the hands of foreign nations. 

 

The author also showed how the Kathubim (writings) present practical 

instructions on how God’s people ought to live wisely, and how these books 

reveal the psychology and philosophy of Christian living. These writings warn 

and encourage the people to live holy lives by practicing Biblical Separation, 

and show that the practice of separation must involve both the heart or 

emotions (psychology) and the mind or wisdom (philosophy) of a believer.  

 

Separation is taught in both the Psalms and the Proverbs. In Psalm 1, for 

example, the LORD makes a clear distinction between the way of the 

righteous from the way of the unrighteous. He also calls one to keep himself 

from the company of the ungodly, and pronounces blessings upon the one 

who practices separation from the wicked and the ungodly to walk in His 

way. The book of Proverbs also expresses the same idea in Proverbs 4:14-

15 with greater intensity (emphasizing on the following words: “Enter not”, 

“go not”, “avoid it”, “pass not”, “turn from” and “pass away”).  

 

Separation is also taught in 2 Chronicles and in the book of Ezra. In               

2 Chronicles, King Jehoshaphat’s failure to practice Biblical Separation was 

highlighted for us to take heed. In the book of Ezra, Ezra rebuked the people 

of their sin of non-separation when they formed ungodly marriage alliances 

with the heathen, and called them to repentance. Having recalled the 

consequences of such sin that led to the downfall of Israel and Judah and 

the sufferings they experienced during the captivity, the Jews did not commit 

this sin again from that time onwards.  
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Having established that the Old Testament Scripture teaches the doctrine of 

separation, the author proceeds to show that the doctrine of separation is  

also taught in the New Testament. In fact, Jesus Himself taught this doctrine 

in the Gospel when He likened Christians to the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world in His Sermon on the Mount, and commanded them not to 

lose their savour or their light (see Matthew 5:13-14). 

 

Salt was used in ancient times as a preservative, antiseptic, and seasoning, 

and as Christians, Jesus expects us to live holy lives that come from a  

correct understanding and application of His Word, and when such lives are 

lived, we will become holy influences in a sinful world. Christians are also to 

live as light of the world, to expose the darkness of sin and error as we walk 

in the light of God’s Truth. If we fail to do so, we will become ineffective 

witnesses for the LORD.  

 

Jesus also teaches that the Christian must not only separate himself from 

the world but also from false teachings which He considers as bad leaven 

(see Matthew 16:6). The “sword” used in Matthew 10:34 has the idea of 

advocating personal separation, and not armed revolution. It renders the 

determination of making a clear-cut decision to set apart oneself from sinful 

activities and deadly temptations. The author also corrects the wrong 

interpretation that modernists and neo-evangelicals have of John 17:21 

when they claim that Jesus, had in this verse, prayed for the unity between 

the church and the world or the unity between the true church and the false 

church, even the Roman Catholic Church. What Jesus prayed for, in this 

verse, was the unity of one mind and one spirit in His disciples to accomplish 

an exclusive mission that He has commissioned them to do, just as His 

Father had sent Him to accomplish His work.  

 

Not only was the doctrine of separation taught in the Gospels by Jesus 

Himself, the author also showed in his book that this doctrine was also 

taught by Jesus’ Apostles in the Epistles and Revelation. For instance, it 

was clearly taught in passages such as 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (which 

teaches separation from unbelievers) and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 (which 

teaches separation from disobedient Christians). The author gave a detailed 

exegesis of these two passages to show why Biblical Separation must be 

practiced, not only with regard to unbelievers, but also disobedient believers 

who are not walking according to the Word of God. The disciplinary act of 

separation exercised on a disobedient believer is constructive and not 

destructive as it seeks to restore him back to the fellowship of the Church. 

Besides these two passages, the author also provides his readers with an 
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exegesis of ten other Bible passages to exhort the true Church of Christ to 

separate herself from worldliness and falsehood.  

 

Having presented the doctrine of separation taught in both the Old and the 

New Testaments, the author proceeds to show how this doctrine has its 

basis on the doctrine of God. Since God is holy, God’s people must be holy 

too, and the practice of separation is intrinsic to the doctrine of holiness. The 

author also shows why this doctrine of separation has to be applied in the 

visible church in order for her to be purged from all impurities.  

 

After providing his readers Scriptural and theological reasons for the practice 

of Biblical Separation, the author exhorted them in a correct application of it. 

He showed them, in the light of God’s Word, what separation is not before 

explaining what separation is. It is not isolation or infiltration. However, it 

involves taking disciplinary measures against errant believers or churches 

(i.e. church discipline on an individual level (excommunication) and on an 

ecclesiastical level (separation from false churches). It involves identification 

(i.e. pointing out those who are propagating the error after having attained 

evidence of it, and with the support of Scripture, and exposing it), and it is an 

act of love. 

 

The author also shows from ecclesiastical history how Biblical Separation 

has been practiced, and the need for it to be practiced today as well because 

of the  inroads made by false “isms”— namely, modernism, ecumenism,    

neo-evangelicalism, and charismatism. There is a need for a 21
st
 century 

Reformation, and the author exhorts God’s people to earnestly contend for 

the faith which was once delivered unto the saints, and to have the same 

spirit as the 16
th
 and 20

th
 century Reformers. Bible-Presbyterians, especially, 

must cherish the godly heritage that has been handed down by their 

founding fathers, and not forsake their fundamentalist separatist stand. 

 

The author concluded by emphasizing again that Biblical Separation is a 

fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith, and not merely a denominational 

distinctive, for the Old and New Testaments are replete with teachings on it. 

Separation from worldliness, error and falsehoods is a command and not an 

option, and the failure to obey it will only bring hurt to our churches and 

dishonor to God’s Name. It is also an aspect of Christian theology that 

churches today cannot afford to ignore.  

 
************************ 
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testimony:      

 

Throughout all ages, people talk about unity instead of separation, and many 

see separation as something bad. However, Biblical Separation is God’s 

command to all of His children. It is good and beneficial, and we must 

practise it in our daily lives as well as in our ministry, in obedience to God’s 

Word. It is definitely not easy to live as a separatist, but God’s grace is 

always sufficient to help us live according to His Word. This testimony of 

mine is about the challenges in obeying the doctrine of Biblical Separation in 

my life and ministry, as well as how the Lord has helped me to overcome 

them.  

 

By God’s grace and help, I graduated from Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) 

in Singapore with my Bachelor of Theology (BTh) and Masters of Religious 

Education (MRE) in 2014 and 2015 respectively before returning to China in 

2015 to serve the Lord. During my studies in FEBC, I have learned the errors 

of unbiblical movements such as the Charismatic movement,                     

Neo-evangelicalism and the Ecumenical movement, etc. Although by God’s 

grace, the church that I grew up and served in was not affected by the 

Charismatic movement, it is part of the Ecumenical movement as a       

Three-Self Church. Before I came to FEBC, I was involved in some of the 

ministries in my hometown churches during the school vacations, such as 

the children and youth ministry, summer camps, as well as other preaching 

and teaching ministries. The Three-Self organization joined the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) in 1991. In FEBC, I knew that the WCC is the 

organization which seeks to unite all so-called Christians together, and 

ultimately all religions. After I knew the truth, I was determined to separate 

myself from the Three-Self churches, and knew that I must not return to the 

churches where I used to serve the Lord. 

 

Since I was determined not to join the Three-Self churches, the first struggle 

I faced was where I should serve the Lord. I did not know where to serve Him 

even though China is such a vast country. Since the ministers of the Gospel I 

know and all my Christian friends are from the Three-Self churches, it was 

not easy to leave them. Moreover, my father was a preacher of the Three-

Self church, and he earnestly desired that I could go back and serve the Lord 
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together with him, or at least within the same circle. This was another 

challenge which I needed to face. The elders and pastors of my county who 

knew me since I was young and watched me grow up, also have similar 

expectations as my father.  

 

By God’s grace, after I returned home in 2015, I spent time with my parents 

and explained to them the problems of the Three-Self church, and told them 

about my decision. Thank God they understood and agreed with my 

decision. However, some of my father’s fellow ministers heard about my 

decision and were very angry with me. They even called me a heretic. Some 

of them were people I had respected a lot since I was young, and what they 

did had brought great pain to my heart. However, I knew in my heart that I 

was following the Word of God, and hence would not change my decision 

regardless of what they said of me.  

 

After I returned to China, a few doors opened for me. I went to visit them one 

by one. I was shocked to see some so-called reformed and fundamental 

churches practising the Charismatic tongue-speaking and other wrong 

practices. Since I was new to them, some pastors even suggested that I find 

a secular job and attend their churches so that they can observe me for at 

least one or two years. Although I agree that there must be a period of 

observation, especially for someone unfamiliar, it was not right to push one 

who was called into full-time ministry and trained to serve the Lord in the 

church to the world. Moreover, I was convinced of what the Bible says in 

Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” With this, I 

determined in my heart to start from scratch or to serve in a church which 

had no full-time minister so that I could have the freedom to preach and 

teach the Word of God. With this in mind, I went back home to pray and to 

wait upon the Lord for further leading.  

 

In September 2015, the Lord led me to a College students’ Fellowship that 

was started a few years ago by a sister in her fifties. It was located in a small 

city, and the place was very poor and less developed. It was part of the 

Three-Self organization, but for some reason, the Three-Self organization 

had left them alone. I went there and saw the great spiritual need of the 

students, and that sister said she was physically weak to be able to do much, 

and gave me full freedom to teach and preach the Word of God. After she 

agreed that the fellowship would not have any link with the Three-Self 

churches, I decided to go there to serve.  

 

Thank God that some of the students were very serious about learning the 

Word of God. It gave me great joy in service. However, there were also 
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challenges. Firstly, there was a lack of fellow laborers and like-minded 

brethren. There was, for example, no one to serve as a pianist, and we could 

only sing hymns without music; there was also no one who could teach the 

children’s Sunday school. For a young minister in the field, these were quite 

big challenges. Secondly, there was a lack of financial support, especially at 

the beginning of my ministry. We rented a slightly bigger house for our 

service as well as for me to stay, but we did not have enough money to pay 

for the rental. Thank God He provided in His time. As I did not have any 

regular support from any church during the first one and half years, I did 

struggle financially at times. When some of the Three-Self churches nearby 

heard this, they invited me to join them and promised me a regular support 

every month. By His grace, I overcame this temptation. However, I did go 

and preach in two of the Three-Self churches nearby sometimes, not for 

money, but because they gave me the freedom to preach the Word of God.  

 

The practice of Biblical Separation in my life and ministry does not only apply 

to the Three-Self churches, but also the cults. There was a man, who called 

himself a Christian, came to our church worship service. I found out later that 

he was much influenced by the teachings of the Seventh-day Adventist. 

Although I pointed out to him the wrong teachings of the Seventh-day 

Adventist from the Scriptures, he refused to listen and change. I had to 

decide, on behalf of the Church, to ask him to leave and have no fellowship 

with him. Besides him, I also had an encounter with the sister of my 

classmate. She stayed nearby and we went and visited her one day. 

However, she openly denied the Deity of Christ and insisted on her stand 

despite us sharing with her about the truth that Jesus is fully and truly God. 

When it was time for lunch, she invited us to eat together with her, but we 

refused to do so. We told her we can only have lunch fellowship with her if 

she would repent of her wrong belief about God.  
 

I am definitely far from perfect, and one of the failures which I saw in my 

ministry was that I gave English tuition for almost half a year during that time. 

Even though I knew that this was not my calling to do so, but for the sake of 

reaching out to the locals (especially the children), and to support myself as 

Paul did, I went ahead with it. However, I had no peace at all during that 

period, and eventually I discontinued the tuition. Besides this, as a young 

minister, I also made other wrong decisions in the ministry.  

 

Things went on well in the beginning, and after I shared with the sister about 

the stand that the Bible-Presbyterian Church holds to, she agreed with all of 

them, which led us to take another step of faith to change the fellowship 
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group into a church and named it the “Mustard Seed Bible-Presbyterian 

Church.” However, when God works, Satan also works. After I served there 

for over a year, things started to change. The Three-Self organization came 

and tempted that sister, and promised her that if she would lead the church 

back to the Three-Self circles, they would ordain her as an Elder, and even 

promote her to some position in the organization. At the same time, the news 

that the government would take action against house-churches also came to 

our ears. As a result, she decided to return to the Three-Self organization for 

protection and ordination. This was definitely not in accordance to the Word 

of God. After having spoken to her about this, and she still decided to do so, I 

decided to leave that church. Since she was the founder of the church, it 

would not be right for me to ask her to leave. 

 

Thank God that after all these, the Lord brought me back to Singapore in 

July 2018 to continue my studies in FEBC under the Masters of Divinity 

(MDiv) program, and I was able to graduate in May 2019. After I returned to 

China, my desire was to restart the Mustard Seed Bible-Presbyterian Church 

(the former church did not like this name, so I continued to use it). After 

seeking and waiting upon the Lord, He led me to the capital city of my 

province and restarted this ministry with another FEBC graduate. As we had 

started this ministry from scratch, we were indeed very small in size (as 

reflected by our church’s name). As a result of this, some friends commented 

to me that it was a pity since I had gone through full-time training but I only 

get to serve a few people. They even suggested to me to serve in the bigger 

churches like Three-Self churches. They had said this out of genuine 

concern for me, but I knew that what God requires is not the number, but my 

faithfulness in service, so I told them that it was not a “waste” as long as I 

serve the Lord faithfully. By God’s grace, besides the weekly services, we 

also went out to evangelize with Gospel tracts in the streets (which is illegal 

according to the law of man here, but not God’s law) every other Sunday 

afternoon. Thank God for His preservation  that kept us safe thus far. Please 

pray for us as we serve our Lord here. Surely, there will be more temptations 

and struggles to come in maintaining purity in doctrine and practice, pray that 

the Lord will keep me faithful to His Word and in His service. All glory be unto 

His Name, Amen!  

 

************************ 
 

Pr Li Yahui is serving as a preacher in the Mustard Seed Bible-Presbyterian 

Church, China.  
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testimony:      

 

The practice of Biblical Separation is not an option but a command. Biblical 

Separation also involves taking disciplinary measures against disobedient 

believers and having no association with errant churches. One of the classic 

proof texts for Biblical Separation is 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, which states very 

clearly, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion 

hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 

part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the 

temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God 

hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 

you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 

saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let 

us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God.” 

 

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, Apostle Paul teaches the believers and the church 

in Corinth to separate themselves from all forms of unbelief, apostasy, and 

worldliness. The context points to two groups of people: (1) the unconverted 

heathen, and (2) the false teachers. These people reject the Gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and also corrupt the Word of God. Therefore, the 

Corinthian Christians must keep away from them. 

 

It is not easy to hold to a separatist stand in the ministry here in Kampot 

(Cambodia) having served for the past ten years. However, the Lord has 

always helped me to resist temptations and overcome my struggle in order to 

be faithful to the calling that God has given me. I thank God for this 

command to practise Biblical separation. I love this doctrine that seeks to 

protect and preserve the purity of the church and I try my best to apply it in 

my life as a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Once a local pastor in 

Kampot asked me why I did not join hands with other denominations and 

have fellowship with them, I explained to him that I did not know them well. 

He tried to convince me saying that they are all good Christians and they 
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love God like me. He also told me that because of the separatist stand I 

hold to, many local pastors did not want to befriend me, thinking that I was 

too “strict” and “not open.” This pastor tried to convince me to drop my 

separatist stand by saying that Christians must love one another. 

 

I thank God for the opportunity to share with him about the doctrine of 

separation from 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. After showing him the clear 

command of separation taught in this verse, he kept quiet and departed 

from me. When I met him again about a few months later, he greeted me, 

but did not talk more about the doctrine. It is true that practising Biblical 

Separation would make us look “strange” in the eyes of others, but most of 

the churches in Kampot have already come under the influence of the 

charismatic movement, and contemporary Christian music has infiltrated 

their church worship services. That is why I must separate from them.   

 

Not only must Biblical Separation be practised in my life as a preacher, it is 

important also to practise Biblical Separation in the life of our church. As a 

church, we hold to the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith and 

separate ourselves from the churches that are part of the false movements 

(namely, modernism, ecumenism, neo-evangelicalism, and charismatism), 

and have no fellowship with them. Practising Biblical Separation has also 

required us to take disciplinary measures against disobedient believers so 

that they may repent from their wayward ways and be restored once again 

to the fellowship of the saints. I always encourage our members not to look 

at the size of the church but to stay close to Christ and His Word. 

Charismatic churches in Kampot are usually big in number and they have 

many congregations because they make use of bands and carnal music to 

attract the youths to join them. They also preached the wealth and health 

gospel and seldom talk about sins. I warned our members to stay away 

from these churches. Despite teaching and warning them, one of our youths 

left our church to join her friends in a Charismatic church because of their 

influence. Nevertheless, we continue to warn her about the Charismatic 

movement, and explain to her the importance of practising Biblical 

Separation when we have the opportunity to do so. 

 

Practising Biblical Separation in the church is not an easy task but it is a 

command that God has given us to obey, and we must do so for God’s 

glory. There are many challenges we face when practicing Biblical 

Separation in the church. However, we follow the example of the Apostle 

Paul in 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9, “now we command you, brethren, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 

brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received 
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of us. For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not 

ourselves disorderly among you; Neither did we eat any man’s bread for 

nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not 

be chargeable to any of you: Not because we have not power, but to make 

ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.” 

 

The Charismatic churches do not care about the spiritual well-being of their 

members and allow them to  do what they like, even if it is a sin against 

God. For example, they can take up any job and work at any place that they 

want to even if working at these places do not bring glory to God. However, 

I always remind the youths in our church that there are some jobs that they 

cannot do, such as working in the night clubs and casinos. This was one of 

the reasons they said we are so strict. One of our youths who left our 

church to join the Charismatic church did so because of this reason. 

Nevertheless, I continue to encourage our youths to be holy for God’s use. 

As a child of God, we must keep ourselves holy for the sake of Christ. We 

must practise Biblical Separation, and separate ourselves from all 

falsehoods and lies as well as worldliness and sin. 

 

Biblical Separation is crucial for the testimony of the church. We must keep 

ourselves away from all kinds of worldliness and from all unclean things. 

These are the things we must do in order to please God and to be His 

effective witness to a world dying in sin. God called us for a purpose. It is for 

His glory. If God has called us to be His holy witness, but we behave no 

differently from the world, we bring shame to God’s Name. Therefore, it is 

our duty as Christians to practise Biblical Separation. 

 

Biblical Separation is not just a denominational distinctive, but God’s 

command to all of His children. This writer would like to encourage all 

fundamental churches to practice the doctrine of Biblical Separation as 

taught in the Scripture so that they can be kept pure for the Lord’s use. 

Biblical Separation is a good doctrine that will protect and preserve our 

purity. It will protect us from Satan’s lies and guard us from going in the 

wrong path. May the Lord help us. 

 

************************ 
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testimony:      

 

 
As a believer in Christ from a Buddhist background, the purity of worship in 

my personal life and in the life of the church that I am leading are of primary 

concern to me. These concerns come from clear instructions in the Holy 

Scripture, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and holy 

nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who 

hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past 

were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 

mercy, but now have obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10, emphasis added). 

 

“..To shew forth the praises of him...” in life has been a challenge for me 

from since the day He called me “out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

However, the Lord never leaves me to struggle alone without help. Putting 

Psalm 119:11 to practice has kept me from falling into the path of sins 

whenever I encounter diverse temptations in my daily Christian living -- “Thy 

word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” This verse 

not only reminds me, but also warns me, that sinning will cause me not to 

show forth my Saviour’s praises. The same verse has also helped me to stay 

away from associations with professing believers with questionable doctrines 

and practices. This is because the Devil can use every tactic and means to 

ensnare us in order to fulfil his evil purpose. To guard myself from the Devil’s 

lies and deceptions, I have sought to apply the following injunction in my 

daily life, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 

are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 

John 3:1). To do this is not easy, but it is a blessing when I look back and 

see how the Lord has helped and blessed us in our life and ministry when 

we obey Him. 

 

The practice of Biblical Separation in our personal life will ultimately lead to it 

being practised in the life of the church. The encouragement for                

inter-denominational work is favored by most churches in Cambodia, and 

there is also a tendency for many to participate in it. However, I am not in 

favor of such inter-denominational work because it usually brings suspicious 

doctrines and practices into the life of the church. It brings harm rather than 

help. This is especially so when pastors and missionaries from other 
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churches or denominations do not see the Word of God as paramount and 

fail to base their preaching and teaching on it. Precaution would be taken if I 

were to invite others to preach in our church service, or during fellowship 

meetings or retreats. If I know they are not sound in doctrines and practices, 

they would not be invited. Members are also warned not to join the worship 

services or seminars conducted by churches that do not hold to the same 

doctrinal stand as us. 

 

Such conviction and practice might sound narrow-minded to those who do 

not practise Biblical Separation in their personal life and church practices. 

Oftentimes, I am labelled as one who is not trendy. Although it is not easy to 

practise Biblical Separation in such times and place, we must still choose to 

obey God and seek His praise, for “to obey is better than sacrifice.” (1 

Samuel 15:22). The Apostle Paul says, “Now we command you, brethren, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 

brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 

received of us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6, emphasis added). The Apostle John 

also warns, “whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 

Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 

the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this 

doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 

For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 9-

11, emphasis added).  

  

Having shared the above testimony, I am, again, very thankful to the 

lecturers of the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore) who have instructed 

me on this most important doctrine. Their practice of Biblical Separation in 

their personal life and church practices are an example for me to emulate. I 

am also convinced, by the Word of God, that the practice of Biblical 

Separation is not toward isolation or a road to legalism, but for personal and 

ecclesiastical purity. All glory be to God who has, by His grace, enabled us 

to do so.   

 

************************ 
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testimony:      

 

 Since the time I realized I was a sinner and would die 

one day, I began to ask myself what was my life all 

about, and what it should be used for.  

 

This was during my high school years, when I stayed in a Christian center. 

The centre required all of us to read the Bible every morning and pray. Little 

by little, the perfect and powerful Word of God instructed me from Romans 

3:23 and 6:23, and helped me see that I am a sinner who deserves 

condemnation if I die in my sins, and that only the Lord Jesus Christ can 

save me from my sins. He loves me so much. I knew that He died on the 

cross for me so that I would not perish because of my sins but have eternal 

life through Him (John 3:16). I believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as my Lord 

and Saviour.  

 

I had wanted to be a doctor but after I finished high school studies, God 

showed me His way. By the grace of God and in obedience to His will, I went 

to the Bible College of Life University for four years. During my four years 

there, the powerful Word of God taught me many lessons as a young 

Christian. My life changed day by day and my faith grew stronger and 

stronger. During my studies, I was also working at the Christian center. I 

thank God for the opportunity to serve God and study His Word at the same 

time. I trusted in God's will for my life, and this helped me to serve Him 

without complaint. The more I served God, the more I realized I needed to 

study God's Word. In order to serve God better, I should study God's Word 

more and pray more. After I finished my studies in Life University 

(Cambodia), God opened the door for me to continue my studies in the Far 

Eastern Bible College (Singapore). It was in my heart to study deeply the 

Holy Word of God. Thank God for helping me during my studies in FEBC. 

Without God's help, I could not have completed my studies in FEBC. All 

glory be to God and His Name.  

 

My Walk with God 

 

Thank God for salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. As a child of God, my  walk 
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with my Lord and Saviour is very important to me, although I struggle 

sometimes. However, I believe that God is always with me and helping me. 

Many times God showed me His will and answered my prayers through His 

Holy Word. Whenever I do my personal reading of the Bible and pray, it is a 

wonderful time when I can meet with God and seek His will. Sometimes I 

find myself feeling lonely in the villages that I am ministering to but when I 

think of God and His Word, my heart is comforted to know that God loves 

me and Jesus came to save sinners. As I serve God in the villages, I pray 

and ask God for wisdom to minister to the people, and for my faith to be 

strong and that I will be faithful to Him in every Gospel work. 

 

Call to Full-Time Ministry 

 

I thank God for saving me and choosing me to serve Him full-time. Since the 

time I received Jesus as my personal Lord and Saviour, I always remind 

myself that I am a sinner saved by grace. Without God, my soul would go to 

Hell, but by the grace of God I am saved. Therefore, my life must not be 

lived for the world but for God and God alone—Galatians 2:20. Before God 

opened my spiritual eyes, all I thought about and did was for the world. I 

know that even if I now give my whole life to God and serve Him, it is very 

little compared to what Christ has done for me.  

 

When I was a student in the Bible School at Life University, God called me 

to study His Word and minister to the high school students. I realized I did 

not have enough knowledge of God's Word even though I had finished my 

four years of studies in the University and I prayed for God to open a door 

for me to continue my studies in order to serve Him better. I thank God for 

calling me to be a full-time student in FEBC under the financial support of 

Bethel BPC (Melbourne, Australia). After I finished my studies in FEBC, I 

believe and am very sure that God is calling me to serve Him full-time in the 

villages of my country.  

 

Past and Present Church Ministries and Areas of Service 

 

I had the opportunity to serve with a Korean missionary before I went to 

FEBC in Singapore. Thank God for the past opportunities to minister to the 

children, young people, as well as the older people. It was a very difficult 

time for me as I was inexperienced, but God gave me a joyful heart to 

conduct the ministries in three places of the Korean church’s outreaches. 

Although during that time I did not know the Word of God well, my former 

Korean pastor encouraged me to study hard and serve God faithfully. When 

I was serving God under him, I was given many responsibilities. By the 
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grace of God, I could have the strength to serve God at that time. As I looked 

back, I could see the hand of God upon me, guiding me all the way, and I 

thank God for giving me the opportunity to serve Him and for using me in the 

past.  

 

My present ministry is to the people in Puom Jor Long village and in a village 

known as “80 Roofs” in Khmer. I thank God for His grace and mercies to me 

and my wife as we serve Him in Puom Jor Long village.  From January to 

March 2020, the work in this village was going well. We conducted Sunday 

school lessons with about 13 to 18 children. We would also go there to share 

the Gospel and also try to get to know more people in the village. God later 

opened the door for us to also reach out to the people in a new village, called 

“80 Roofs.” This village is known as “80 Roofs” because there are 80 roofs 

(or houses) there. It is along the way to my parents’ home. 

 

After our Sunday school lessons with the children at Puom Jor Long village 

from 8am to 9.30am, we would go to “80  Roofs” to conduct Sunday school 

lessons with the children from 3pm to 4pm. From Monday to Wednesday, we 

would visit the children's parents at Puom Jor Long, going from house to 

house to share the Gospel. We would be at “80 Roofs” on Thursdays and 

Fridays to share the Gospel with the people there. 

 

 

************************ 
 

The above is an extract from Pr Bun Kouy’s application for missionary 

support submitted to Truth Missions Society (TMS) on 31 July 2020,     

edited for publication.  

 

Pr Bun Kouy graduated from Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) in May 2018 

with a Diploma in Theology (DipTh), and has been serving the Lord in 

Cambodia for the past two years since his return. After review and interview, 

the TMS decided to accept his application and appoint him as a missionary-

preacher to Cambodia under the support of Truth BPC (Singapore).  
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Wisdom from Dr Carl McIntire  
(McIntire’s Maxims, Singapore: Far Eastern Bible College Press, 1999) 

 

“The churches need first reformation or separation, before evangelism.” 

 

“The purity of the church is essential to the continuity of the church.” 

 

“The Devil is really on a rampage today. There is no place for neutralism, 

compromise, or silence.” 

 

“Separation involves action.” 

 

“A church which exercises discipline preserves its purity and integrity.  

A church which ceases to exercise discipline confuses and destroys               

its witness for Christ.”  

 

“We have reached a day when belief and unbelief live comfortably together. 

When unbelief comes into a church, it should be removed by the exercise of 

discipline. If this fails and unbelief cannot be judged within the house of 

God, then it is the duty of God’s people to establish true and continuing 

churches.” 

 

“Fellowship is impossible between those who have varying opinions and 

viewpoints concerning Jesus Christ, His person and work. A church is 

unfaithful when it unites with that which calls itself a fellowship,              

when true fellowship is impossible.” 

 

“May God deliver His people from the spirit of compromise and the 

consequence of disobedience. Unfaithful believers in so many ways do even 

greater damage to the cause of Christ than the blatant apostates.” 
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Missions Trip Report: 

By  Carol Lee 

“Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river 

of God, which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so 

provided for it” (Psalm 65:9). Our great Creator God is still in control of all His 

creation, and He provides for His children. My missions trip to Kenya this 

year has been one continuous experience of His love, care, protection and 

provision, and I cannot praise and thank Him enough. 

 

Once again through the kind invitation of, and arrangement by, the Rev (Dr) 

Michael Koech (Bishop of the Africa Gospel Unity Church, Chairman of the 

East Africa Christian Association, Principal of Bomet Bible Institute and 

Pastor of Kapkwan AGUC), I taught a 20-hour Vacation Bible Course on 

“Adult Christian Education” at the Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) from 25 to 28 

Nov (Mon to Thur). It was attended by 25 students, who sat for their exam on 

29 Nov (Fri). The following Lord’s Day (1 Dec) was the AGUC Anniversary 

Service. This same course was also offered at the Kisumu Bible School 

(KBS) the following week, with an attendance of 17 students. Their exam 

was on 6 Dec (Fri). In between these two courses, my voice was lost, and 

found, and the teaching went on as planned! Thank God for His enablement! 

 

Immediately after the exam in KBS, I left Kisumu to return to Bomet. On the 

way, we dropped by the National Youth Convention of the Holy Trinity 

Church of Africa (HTCA). The HTCA Arch-Bishop had invited me to give a 

short exhortation to the youths at the Convention. I thank God for this 

Students of “Adult Christian Education” at Bomet Bible Institute 
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opportunity to address the 800 plus youths present and to challenge them to 

study God’s Word in order that they may “… Fear God, and keep his 

commandments…” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Pray for our brethren in the HTCA 

group of churches, that they (members and leaders alike) may desire to 

study God’s Word.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year I was able again to visit the AGUC missions station in Popich (in 

East Pokot). Upon arrival at the Nairobi Airport on 20 Nov (Wed), I took a 

domestic flight and reached Eldoret within an hour. There I met up with Rev 

Anthony Koech, Rev Jonathan Langat and Mrs Christine Were and we 

headed for East Pokot in Rev Anthony’s station wagon. We arrived at 

Kapenguria (in West Pokot) in time for dinner fellowship with Rev Nathaniel 

Kandagor and his family; and spent the night at the Bible Christian Faith 

Church College of the Bible.  

 

At 6.30 the following morning (21 Nov, Thur), we continued our journey to 

East Pokot. Along the way, just like last year, our vehicle’s front left tyre got 

stuck in sand. Two taxi motorcyclists and a passing vehicle stopped to 

render help. Trying to shovel the sand away from the tyre did not work, 

neither could we pull the car out using a rope. Finally, the car was reversed 

out of its predicament!  

 

We then met up with Philemon, a Christian motorbike-taxi rider, and picked 

up Elijah and Bismark (two Pokot Christian youths). Stopping by Philemon’s 

home, with his family and neighbours gathered at the front porch of his 

house, we held an impromptu Gospel meeting. Rev Jonathan, Rev Anthony, 

Christine and I took turns to share from God’s Word. (Our messages were 

translated into the Pokot dialect by Philemon.)  

 

At about 2 pm, we arrived at the church site at Popich (East Pokot). With the 

Students of “Adult Christian Education” at Kisumu Bible 
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village elder and about 40 

villagers (young and old) 

gathered, we held our 

second Gospel meeting. 

That evening we also 

screened a video show 

entitled “The Life of Christ 

According to Luke.” (As 

there is no electricity in the 

village, the show was 

screened using a 

generator brought from 

Bomet.) Pray for the four Pokot Christian young men: Philemon, Daniel (son 

of the village elder), Elijah and Bismark, as they follow up on the villagers.  

 

The Pokot missions field is 

indeed ripe for harvest. 

“Pray ye therefore the Lord 

of the harvest, that he will 

send forth labourers into his 

harvest” (Matthew 9:38). 

Pray that the Lord of the 

harvest will, in His own 

time, provide a pastor to be 

based there in Popich.     

 

That evening, Christine and I shared a tent, but rain (with thunder and 

lightning) came and flooded it! We had to abandon our tent and, in the heavy 

rain, quickly moved into the station wagon which became our “bedroom” that 

evening. Rev Anthony and Rev Jonathan also had to put up plastic sheets in 

their wooden shelter to prevent the rain from beating into the shelter. 

 

The following morning (22 Nov, Fri), the villagers were gathered once again 

and we held our third Gospel meeting as we again took turns to share God’s 

Word with them and to bid them farewell. By 9.30 am, we had to leave to 

journey to Bomet, driving through West Pokot. Realising that we would not be 

able to reach Bomet before it got dark, we stopped by Eldoret and spent the 

night in the Faith College of the Bible, and resumed our journey the following 

morning (23 Nov, Sat) when we left Eldoret at about 7.15 am, reaching Bomet 

at about 12 noon.  

 

It was in Bomet that we saw the news over TV that while we slept safely and 

 

Gospel meeting held in front of Philemon’s home 

Elijah and Daniel in the church at Popich  
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soundly the previous night at Eldoret, there was a landslide in West Pokot. 

The bridges and part of the highway that we drove on on Friday (22 Nov) 

were destroyed by the landslide. The headline on the front page of the local 

newspaper, Sunday Standard, on 24 Nov 2019, read: “37 killed in night of 

horror.” And of course, this initial figure kept climbing. We know we owe our 

lives to God, and a pertinent, urgent question we need to ask ourselves 

must be: “Why did God save my life? For what?” Surely, He has a purpose, 

and each one of us must know His will and purpose for giving us breath and 

keeping us on this earth. 

 

Very quickly, it was time for me to return to Singapore. The four-hour car 

journey from Bomet to the Nairobi Airport on 9 Dec (Mon) took six hours 

instead because we got lost in Nairobi City. This and more are part and 

parcel of serving God in the missions field, yet we can and must echo the 

confidence of the Apostle Paul when he encouraged the Corinthian 

Christians: “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 

perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory” (2 Cor 4:16-17). May God bless our labour for His Kingdom. 

All glory be unto God! 

 

 

************************ 

After the Longisa Home Fellowship (far left: Rev Michael Koech) 
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Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 17 to 21 Jan 2020” 

 

On arrival in Sihanoukville in the evening after a four-hour journey from 

Kampot. I felt the absence of the Chinese people significantly. The Chinese 

population in Cambodia has been dwindling since the Cambodian 

government’s crackdown on illegal online gambling (in its effort to control 

illegal gambling activities that had been going on for the past two years). As 

a result, many Chinese were forced to leave Cambodia, leaving many 

hostels, guesthouses, hotels (once bustling with Chinese workers and 

investors) empty and quiet. Many casinos have also closed down, and 

houses and empty plots of land are now in the rental market. Several 

buildings are still in the process of construction as there are rumours that the 

Chinese investors may return to Cambodia. The absence of the Chinese has 

affected the livelihood of the Cambodians. Property prices are slowly going 

down as supply becomes greater than demand. Although the economy 

seems to be at a standstill, God’s work of reaching the lost continues. This is 

God’s mission for Pr John and Lydia in Sihanoukville. 

 

That Saturday evening we held 

a youth Gospel meeting which 

was attended by more than 

twenty youths, many of whom 

were unbelievers from the 

English and Chinese language 

classes run by the church. I 

spoke on “The Gospel of Christ’s 

Resurrection” (1 Corinthians 

15:1-11). Let us pray for Pr John 

and Lydia as they follow up on 

these youths, that they may 

come to the saving knowledge of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Lively Hope BPC 9
th
 Anniversary was held on the Lord’s Day afternoon. 

Thank God that Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha and Bro Bun Kouy were able to come 

and rejoice together. The Anniversary Service was attended by more than 

fifty people. I spoke on “Praise Ye the LORD” (Psalm 146) to encourage the 

 

Youth Gospel Meeting 
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congregation to continue to praise the Lord for being our Sustainer, Helper 

and Righteous Judge. The Service ended with a scrumptious thanksgiving 

meal of curry chicken with bread. We thank God for His blessings upon 

Lively Hope BPC these past nine years. May God continue to use Pr John 

and his family to serve Him faithfully to the saving of souls and edification of 

the saints in these last days. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 

************************ 

 

Lively Hope BPC 9th Anniversary (19 Jan 2020) 



40 

 

MISSIONS NEWS 
Overseas Missions 

Cambodia   

Bro Bun Kouy continues to reach out to the people in Puom Jor Long 

village with the Gospel of Christ together with his wife (Srey Nang). 

They conduct Sunday School lessons for the children there every Sunday 

morning, and will visit the children’s parents from Monday to Wednesday to 

share the Gospel with them. 

 

Thank God for opening the door for Bro Bun Kouy and his wife to 

minister at another village called “80 Roofs.” There are 80 houses in this 

village, and it is located between Puom Jor Long village and his parent’s 

place in Steung Hav (where he is currently staying with his wife). After 

teaching the children in Puom Jor Long village, they will proceed to “80 

Roofs” to conduct Sunday school lessons for the children there every 

Sunday afternoon. They also visit this village every Thursday and Friday to 

bring the Gospel to the people there.  

 

The ministry at the two villages went on well from January to March 

2020, but was placed on hold when the COVID-19 pandemic affected 

Cambodia. During this period, Bro Bun Kouy had to stay at home most 

of the time, as he was not allowed to hold any meetings with the children in 

the villages. Nevertheless, Bro Bun Kouy thanked God for the time he spent 

at home as it gave him the opportunity to reach out to his parents as well as 

his unsaved relatives. Bro Bun Kouy could also spend more time reading  

New Gospel Outreach at “80 Roofs” 
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the Bible and studying God’s Word with his wife using the past issues of 

Read, Pray and Grow (RPG).  

 

Continue to pray for Bro Bun Kouy and his wife as they serve the Lord 

in these two villages. The work is not 

easy as the people living in the villages 

are not educated. It is easy for them to 

say that they believe in God, but to study 

the Bible and understand His Word 

deeper is difficult. There were also times 

Bro Bun Kouy was mocked by those 

whom he shared the Gospel with. Thank 

God for granting Bro Bun Kouy the grace 

and strength to press on in the work of 

the ministry, knowing that his duty is to be 

faithful in the work that God has given 

him to do. 

 

Pray also that the Lord will open the door for Bro Bun Kouy to minister to the 

children again. They were able to resume meetings in September, but had to 

stop again in November due to the COVID-19 situation. Although the 

village chiefs did not allow Bro Bun Kouy to hold meetings with the children, 

Bro Bun Kouy continues to visit the villages to share the Gospel with the 

people there. 

 

To help Bro Bun Kouy in his ministry to the children, the TMS had 

purchased six sets of picture flashcards from Abeka to be sent to him 

in due time. May the Lord continue to bless the ministry to the children 

in these two villages and help Bro Bun Kouy and Sis Srey Nang as they 

reach out to the people there. 

 

Pray for Sis Srey Nang as she is expecting a baby boy. Pray that both 

mother and child will be able to gain weight as they are underweight. 

May the Lord watch over both mother and child, and grant Sis Srey Nang 

the grace to carry the baby to full term (April 2021).  

 

True Gospel BPC (Kampot)—Pr Sopheak continues to preach and 

teach at the Saturday youth meetings and prayer meetings, and at the 

Lord’s Day service and Adult Sunday School. He also conducts small-group 

Bible studies and home visitations during the weekdays. His wife (Thavy) 

assists him in the Sunday School ministry, both in the church and in their 

outreaches (one at Andong Khmer on Sunday afternoons, and another near 

 

Bro Bun Kouy & his wife  
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 Andong Khmer on Saturday afternoons). There are on the average about 23 

adults attending the Lord’s Day service, and 12 children attending the Junior 

Sunday School for the months of January to March. As the COVID-19 

pandemic began to affect Cambodia, ministries such as the Junior Sunday 

School, prayer meeting, youth meeting, evangelism, Bible Studies and the 

various outreaches were put on hold since mid-March due to government 

restrictions, and the Lord’s Day service saw a 

lower average attendance of about 15-20 

adults from April onwards. 

 

Before the COVID-19 restrictions, there were about six youths 

attending the Youth Fellowship and the church prayer meetings every 

Saturday evening from the month of January to March. Thank God for 

these youths. May the Lord continue to help Pr Sopheak as he ministers to 

them, especially during this period when they are not able to meet.  

 

Pr Sopheak continues to visit members of the church to encourage 

them in the faith. However, with the spread of the coronavirus and the 

safety measures put in place by the government in mid-March, Pr Sopheak 

has been calling them more often instead. Pray for members of the church 

who are experiencing difficulties and lack of food during the pandemic to 

continue to trust in God for His loving provision. The church is helping them 

in all ways possible, such as by giving them rice. May the Lord help them to 

draw nigh unto Him, and to seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, knowing that God will take care of them and provide for all 

their needs (Matthew 6:25-33).  

 

Worship services continue in smaller groups at True Gospel BPC after government 
imposed restrictions on gathering  
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Thank God that Pr Sopheak was 

able to visit Sis Sear when she was 

down with fever during the 

pandemic. Sis Sear is a member of 

True Gospel BPC, and wife of the late 

Bro Rinah.  

 

Dengue fevers were also on the rise 

during the pandemic. One of the 

members’ granddaughter (Retsokon), 

for instance, was hospitalized for 

dengue fever on 18 July. Thank God 

for the opportunity that Pr Sopheak had to minister to them in times of illness.  

 

In the midst of the pandemic, and rising cases of dengue fever, we 

thank God for watching over Bro Chamreun’s wife who was expecting, 

and for granting her safe delivery of a baby boy (Chholasa) on 17 July. 

Bro Chamreun was a graduate from True Gospel Bible School and a 

member of True Gospel BPC. We thank God for the gift of the child to him 

and his wife, and pray that they will bring up their child to know the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 

Continue to pray for the visitation ministries of the church, and that 

God would also open a way for the other ministries of the church to resume 

in due time. Pray also for opportunities for Pr Sopheak and family to 

Encouraging Sis Sear in God’s Word 

 

Visiting Bro Chamreun’s wife when she gave birth 
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reach out to their neighbours with the Gospel of Christ, and for God to 

provide more people to help in the work of the ministry. 

 

True Gospel Bible School (Kampot)—The Bible School began her Jan-

May 2020 semester on 20 January with one new student: Somaly Poch 

and two returning students: Eng Ty (4
th 

semester) and Phu Kok Orng (6
th
 

semester). Except for Eng Ty (who worships in New Life Hosanah Church), 

the rest worship in a Presbyterian church in Kampot called The Church of 

Jesus Christ. All do not require financial assistance for their studies.  

 

Thank God for bringing Sim Nita to True Gospel Bible School in the 

middle of the semester. She had asked for permission to sit in during 

lessons for this semester, and had also expressed the intention to join them 

officially, God-willing, next semester. She worships in Jesus Life Church in 

Kampot, and her mother was the first batch of students that True Gospel 

Bible School had.  

 

The subjects offered in the Jan-May 2020 semester were Introduction to 

Old Testament History, Contemporary Theology IV, Bible Geography IV, 

Homiletics, and English Part of Speech V by Pr Chan Sopheak; 

Charismatism Q & A, 1 Peter and Pastoral Lessons from Paul by Pr Liv 

Rotha; and Making Discipleship by guest lecturer Pr Tann Heng (who also 

prepared Bible Memory Verses for the students). A final examination and a 

Bible verse memorization quiz were conducted at the end of the semester.  

 

Due to the outbreak of the pandemic, there was a disruption to the Jan-

May 2020 semester. Thank God that the Bible School was able to 

resume her operation again on 5 October after a break in March, and had, by 

the grace of God, successfully completed the semester in mid-December. As 

a result of the disruption, there was only one semester this year. 

 

Apart from their classroom learning, the Bible School students also went out 

for evangelism every Monday afternoon before the government restricted 

such activity due to the pandemic. 

 

True Faith BPC (Kampot)— We rejoiced with True Faith BPC on the 

occasion of her 8
th

 Anniversary on 29 March 2020 and thanked the Lord 

for His goodness unto her. Although travel restrictions have prevented us 

from visiting our brethren at True Faith BPC this year, we thank God for 

encouraging messages from members and friends at Truth BPC sent digitally 

to our brethren at True Faith.  
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Continue to pray for Pr Rotha as he preaches at the Lord ’s Day services, 

and leads in Bible studies and prayer meetings. Pr Rotha also teaches at the 

Adult Sunday School and Basic Bible Knowledge Class after the Lord’s Day 

service, and at two children’s outreaches (in the village director’s home at 

Kep Tmey and by the roadside at Kampong Kreng) on Sunday afternoons. 

On Saturday mornings, he will go for evangelism before the church prayer 

meeting in the afternoon. He will go to Kampong Kreng to reach out to the 

parents of the children from their outreach and also the surrounding places 

near the church. Together with his team, they will give out tracts such as the 

recently printed Khmer translation of the children’s tract “What’s the Most 

Important Thing in the World?” (published by Truth BPC, Singapore) and 

share the Gospel to the people whenever the Lord gives the opportunity. 

Recently, they had also managed to reach out to some teens from the 

Football team (led by Bro Sim Dara) with the Gospel. After their football 

game, Pr Rotha would give them a short message from God’s Word. Pray 

that the seed sown will bear forth good fruit in time to come. 

 

Pr Rotha also visits members of the church on a regular basis, 

especially when they are sick. During the month of January to March, 

he had the opportunity to visit Sister Chantan at her home in Kampong Kreng 

when she was suffering from stomach problems; Findina’s mother who was 

sick; Auntie Chhuy Seng when she was diagnosed with diabetes; Auntie Eng 

Mouy who had bleeding in her throat, as well as a young couple who needed 

counselling. Pr Rotha would encourage them from the Word of God, pray 

with and for them. May the Lord continue to comfort the sick and grant His 

people who are struggling in their spiritual walk the grace and help to walk in 

His way.  

 

Continue to pray for the Bible Studies ministry at: (i) Uncle Keurt’s 

home — this is held on Saturday evening once month with two people and 

Pr Rotha is leading them in the studies of Systematic Theology I, (ii) Auntie 

Eng Mouy’s home — they meet on Sunday evening once a month with a 

total of four people gathering to study the book of Genesis; and (iii) Sister 

Chantan’s home where they gather on Sunday evening once a month 

with three people to study the Westminster Shorter Catechism. The Bible 

studies at these homes have been put on hold since April with the outbreak 

of  the pandemic. 

 

Continue to pray for Sis Saron as she assists Pr Rotha in the Junior 

Sunday School ministry and in the English class. There were about 17 adult 

worshippers in the church, and 18 children attending Sunday School from the 

month of January to March 2020 before the COVID-19 pandemic affected 
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the ministry of the church. With the outbreak of the pandemic, and 

restrictions imposed by the government, some of the church ministries such 

as the Junior Sunday School, Bible Studies and prayer meetings at the 

homes of members on the first Saturday of the month were put on 

hold. Lord’s Day service and Basic Bible Knowledge Class continues 

with a lower average attendance of six (April to June) and ten (July to 

September), and Pr Rotha conducts them via live stream. Despite this, 

thank God he was still able to visit some members at their home to 

encourage them in the faith, and those who were sick, such as Auntie Tooch 

Sokhom at Kampong Kreng who was physically weak and tired; Sister Fin 

Dina who was injured in a motorbike accident, and her mother who had 

problem with her eye; Auntie Lay who had difficulties sleeping at night and 

had other health problems due to her old age. Uncle Keurt Sreng’s grandson 

also fell seriously ill on 27 September and Pr Rotha had to send them to the 

Phnom Penh hospital in the night. He encouraged them in the Word of God. 

Thank God for grace and strength to serve during this busy period. 

 

During July to September, there were three attending the prayer 

meetings in the church, and Pr Rotha led in the study of Charismatism 

Q & A after the Lord’s Day service with ten members. The theme of the 

prayer meeting messages was “Keep on Looking unto Jesus” based on 

Hebrews 12:2a. This was specially chosen to remind God’s people not to 

lose sight of Jesus even during the time of crisis. May the Lord continue to 

keep them close to Him, and trust in Him, despite the difficulties they are 

going through during this period.  

 

Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville)—Lively Hope BPC praised God for 

their 9
th

 Anniversary Thanksgiving Service on 19 January and for 

bringing Rev Dennis to minister to them God’s Word. Thank God  that Pr 

Rotha was able to bring some of his church members to Sihanoukville to 

rejoice with Lively Hope BPC on the occasion of their Anniversary and to 

encourage the brethren in the faith. 

 

The work in Sihanoukville continues to be challenging. Continue to pray for 

Pr John Saray as he preaches at worship services and prayer 

meetings, while his wife (Lydia) teaches at the Junior Sunday School with 

the assistance of Sis Yi Leang, and Siang Hai. The number of adults 

attending the Lord’s Day service, and children at the Junior Sunday School 

is about 22 and 36 respectively from January to March. With the outbreak of 

the pandemic and government restrictions,  the Lord’s Day service saw a 

decrease in average attendance to eight (April to June) and ten (July to 
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September), and no Junior Sunday School class, youth meeting, or Bible 

Studies. Pray that these ministries may resume soon in due time. 

 

Pr John continues to visit members of the church to strengthen them in 

the faith as most of them are living together with unbelieving members 

of the family and share the Gospel whenever possible. Thank God that some 

welcomed them into their midst despite the fear of contracting the 

coronavirus.  

 

Thank God that Pr John was able to visit Auntie Cham, a widow with 

many grandchildren to look after, to encourage her from 1 Peter 5:7-10. Pray 

for her as she is suffering from knee problems, as well as the need to 

relocate from her present houses that were just built. One of her houses will 

have to be fully demolished, while another partly demolished for the 

expansion of the drainage system. This often happens to houses that are 

built close to a drainage system with the failure of land authority 

management instruction. Pray that Auntie Cham will continue to trust in the 

Lord to take care of her and provide for all her needs. 

 

Thank God also that Pr John and Sis Lydia were able to visit Sakada, 

one of their Sunday School children. His mother had left him and his 

father after the place they used to rent for living was handed over to the 

mainland Chinese. The father and son are now taking shelter under 

someone’s side roof. Pr John and Sis Lydia gave him a Bible storybook in 

Khmer to read as well as some used clothing. Pray that the Word of God 

shared previously with his father will bring about repentance in his heart and 

salvation in Christ. 

 

Thank God for the purchase of the land for the building of Lively Hope 

BPC in November 2019. This land is located 600m from their current 

place of ministry, next to Pr John’s brother’s single-storey house, and 

measures 22m by 5m. Continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance concerning 

the planning and building process, as well as His provision. The total amount 

collected for Lively Hope Church Building Fund is at S$244,796 (as on 24 

December 2020). May the Lord continue to move His people to give toward 

this work. 

 

                                                                                 

 

SGD 244,796 

Target: S$300,000 
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Thank God that the rental contract for the present Lively Hope church 

premises was successfully renewed for another year at a reduced price 

of USD 750/month (with free rental for the month of June). Continue to pray 

for the Lively Hope church building project. Due to the outbreak of the 

pandemic, the progress has been slow. As a result, the purchased land for 

the construction of the church building is slowly being filled with grass and 

trees. Pr John will try to clear them whenever the weather is good. Thank 

God that the road to the National Road No. 4 (which connects Phnom Penh 

to Sihanoukville) has been fully paved, and the other small road from the 

main road of Sihanoukville Market has also 

been widened. This would allow church 

members and visitors convenient access to 

their future place of worship when the 

church building is built.  

 

Pr John thanked Truth BPC for the part 

she played in Lively Hope’s purchase of a 

second-hand church van (a one-year-old 

Hyundai H-1) The van will help them 

greatly with the transportation of children 

and adults for church activities, as well as 

their family’s transportation needs. Praise 

Land Purchased for the Building of Lively Hope BPC 

Lively Hope Church Van 
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God for this provision. The amount collected for the Cambodia Church Van 

Fund is at S$27,568.70 (as on 24 December 2020) and the Session has 

decided to top up the difference from the General Missions Fund to meet the 

present need of the purchase of van for Lively Hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank God  for sustaining 

Pr John and family in the 

work of the ministry, and 

for His mercies upon 

them. Jonathan (Pr John ’s 

son) came down with 

dengue fever on 27 May 

This was the fifth time he 

had dengue fever. Melissa, 

his younger sister, also 

came down with dengue 

fever on 20 July and was 

also later diagnosed with 

typhoid fever. Thank God for 

watching over them when 

they were not well and for bringing them back to recovery.  

 

Thank God that Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha, Pr John, and Bro Bun Kouy were 

able to join Truth BPC for her worship services, prayer meetings as 

well as other church activities that were either live-streamed or made 

available via ZOOM during this period. Thank God that they were also able 

to sign up for online courses conducted by the Far Eastern Bible College 

(Singapore) and spend time in the study of God’s Word. May the Word of 

God continue to strengthen them and help them in their service for the Lord. 

 

S$27,568.70 

Target: S$32,700 

(Church van for Lively Hope BPC has been purchased on 27 November 
2020 and Truth BPC topped up the difference from General Missions 
Fund.) 

Jonathan diagnosed with dengue fever 
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Thank God for the completion of the 

Khmer translation of Read, Pray and 

Grow (RPG) on Daniel and for the printing 

of this devotional booklet. Continue to pray 

for Pr Sopheak as he leads the team of 

translators comprising of Pr Rotha, Pr 

John and himself, and for Pr John as he 

works on translating the RPG issue on 

the Ten Commandments (written by the 

late Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow) to be published 

next.  

 

Thank God also for helping Pr John to 

translate Robert A Laidlaw’s “The 

Reason Why” into Khmer. Pray for the 

printing of this booklet, and that the Lord will 

bless the use of this evangelistic resource. 

 

 

Missions Needs 

 True Gospel BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Since 2007, Truth BPC has been supporting True Gospel BPC fully in the 

rental of church premises, utilities (electricity, water and internet facilities) 

and other miscellaneous expenses related to the church ministry such as 

transport costs. Currently, Pr Sopheak is using his own car to fetch the 

children and elderly members to church. Pray for provision of a second-hand 

church van to ferry children from the outreaches to church. 

 

 True Gospel Bible School (Kampot, Cambodia) 

A Student Welfare Fund was set up in 2015 to support the students in their 

tuition fees and food. The students also receive a monthly allowance to 

cover some of their miscellaneous expenses. The TMS decided in 2016 to 

contribute to this Fund on a half-yearly basis. God’s people are also 

welcome to give towards this Fund to help with the student scholarship. 

 

Presently, there are two computers for the students to use for their written 

assignments and research papers. There is also a resource library to provide 

students with more reading materials to widen their knowledge. The Bible 

School welcomes Biblically sound Christian books in good condition (for 

children, adults and Bible School students), as well as used laptops or 

computers  (in good working condition) for the students ’ use. 

Khmer Translation of the RPG  
on Daniel 
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 True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Pr Rotha is also building up their church resource library to encourage 

church members to read Christian literature for their edification. Biblically 

sound Christian books in good condition (for children, youths, and adults) are 

welcome.  

 

 Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville, Cambodia) 

Like the two churches in Kampot, Truth BPC has also been supporting Lively 

Hope BPC fully in the rental of the church premises, utilities (electricity, water 

and internet facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related to the 

church ministry.  

 

Since May 2018, Pr Saray has been staying in the present church premises, 

surrounded by construction which is still ongoing for new development in the 

residential area. With the Lord’s leading, a land has been purchased with TMS’s 

approval for a church building to be built. However, building project has been 

delayed due to the COVID-19 situation and there is a need to renew the current 

rental contract for another year at USD750month. Continue to pray for the 

Lord’s provision and guidance. 
 

Others 

Rev Michael Koech (Africa Gospel Unity Church, Kenya) thanked God 

for protecting them from the highly contagious COVID-19. Due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the doors of the church building had to close in March this year 

and they had to worship in homes in small groups. All church camps and 

other conferences that were scheduled for this year had to be suspended 

and there were reduced attendances in church services and Sunday School. 

Home visits were also not allowed, although they were later permitted to visit 

a few homes for prayer and Bible Study. Thank God that when some of the 

restrictions were lifted in September, they were able to teach lessons that 

were actually planned for the camps as day Bible classes in smaller groups. 

 

Thank God that the church at Longisa is doing well and Pastor Robert 

is diligent in his service. The church building is progressing well. Pray for 

provision of timber or steel bars and roofing sheets to put up the roof.  

 

Pray also for the Lord’s provision for the AGUC pastors with regard to 

their transportation needs. The motorbike is the cheapest and most 

efficient, and it costs about US$1,000. Their old church van is still moving, 

but the little funds that they have received for its replacement is still not 

adequate. There is still a need of about US$10,000 for a reconditioned van.  
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Thank God that the students at Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) were able to 

complete their first term in March 2020. However, classes resumed on 5 

October 2020 with only local Kenyan students. The three students from 

Tanzania were not able to come due to travel restrictions. However they are 

planning to get all travel papers ready and be prepared to return in January 

2021. The current term ends the week before Christmas and God-willing, the 

Bible Institute hopes to resume their classes on 4
 
January 2021. Pray that 

the Lord will make the path smooth for the students from Tanzania to 

return for their studies and that there will be no disruption to their 

school terms in the coming year.  

 

Thank God also for bringing Rev (Dr) Raymond Carlson (the first BBI 

principal) from America to visit them during the first week of December 

2020. He taught a short course on Missions and has since returned to 

America.  

 

Thank God for the BBI 

Graduation Service held 

on 19 December 2020. 

Besides the regular 

graduating students from 

BBI, they had with them a 

special graduating 

student, Rev Nelson 

Were. As he was not able 

to travel to FEBC 

(Singapore) because of 

the existing restrictions, 

Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo, the 

principal of FEBC, has 

requested them to confer on him his Doctor of Religious Education (DRE) 

degree. May the Lord use Rev Nelson mightily in the work of the ministry. 

 

Thank God that church services in Kome (Tanzania) can continue 

without disruption as no restrictions have been imposed by the 

government there. Pray that the church will progress well there. The two 

churches in Kome have building projects and have taken some time working 

on their building. They have requested the churches in Kenya to donate 

funds for that need. May the Lord provide for all their needs. 
 

Continue to pray for the work in Pokot. There has been little progress 

there. Elijah continues to conduct the services at Popich, together with 

Rev Nelson at BBI Graduation Service with his DRE 
degree from FEBC (Singapore) 
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Daniel, a secondary school student. Thank God that Rev Anthony Koech 

was able to pay them a one-day visit in the last week of November and he 

had requested another helper, Philemon, to assist Elijah. Pray, also, for the 

people there as the change of climate has affected much of Baringo 

County and makes movement from place to place difficult. Bridges 

were destroyed and pathways are overgrown with thorns. In the long dry 

season there is no drinking water and people have to travel long distances to 

seek the commodity and grazing for their animals. There is also a need to 

start a school at Pokot so that the children may be educated and the 

parents can be reached. The school will also offer a means of daily 

interaction with the children and teaching of Christian values. Pray for better 

planning in this regard and that the Lord will provide labourers who are 

called to this work.   

 

Thank God for the Bible translation work. In the last three years the 

translation team has been working on the Kalenjin Bible translation. (Kalenjin 

is one of the many languages spoken in Kenya and in Uganda by about two 

million people.) There are existing Kalenjin versions but there is a need to 

have one that conforms to the King James Version. Thus far, the team has 

done the initial work on the New Testament and completed the first proof-

reading. They are now working on cross references and alternative readings, 

and hope that it will be ready for printing by June 2021. The committee of six 

meets every Monday and Thursday from 10am to 5pm, with a few minutes 

break for lunch. Thank God that the Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS) has 

agreed to print the Kalenjin Bible translation for them when it is ready. In their 

recent newsletter, the TBS has asked for people to work on the Kiswahili 

Bible, and Rev Nelson Were was requested to explore the possibility of 

forming a committee to work on this more important translation since 

Kiswahili is spoken by nearly two hundred million people in five countries in 

Eastern Africa. Although there are existing versions, all are based on the 

corrupt texts. Pray that this work will be possible.  

 

Rev Nelson thanked God for His mercies and grace and how He has 

seen them through difficult times of adjustment during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Thank God that at the onset of the pandemic and during the 

first  wave, he and his family were able to spend time at home with his mum. 

This year has also turned out to be a relatively busier year for him with a lot 

of traveling due to the pastoral changes and reshuffling at their church in 

Kenya.  

 

Thank God for sustaining the work in Rongo (a town about a six-hour 

drive from Eldoret en-route towards the Kenyan-Tanzanian border town of 
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Sirare). Rev Nelson thanked God for the students at Faith College of the 

Bible (FCB) who come from the area as travel restrictions had made it not 

possible for him and his team to travel to minister there. God had, by His 

providence, raised up two students (one of them being in his third year of 

studies at FCB) and used them to visit and minister to the church during the 

four months Rev Nelson and his team were not able to be there. Thank God 

that when Rev Nelson was able to go to them (only for the third time this 

year) in August, all the members and the Sunday School children were still 

attending church and worshipping together. They also met from house to 

house to pray and study the Bible. May the Lord bless the work in Rongo. 

 

Thank God for turning opposition into acceptance: Evans Owino joined 

the church in Rongo and was rejected and persecuted by his family, and so 

he went to Faith College of the Bible (FCB). While staying at the college, he 

gave himself for full-time study and service and is now a third year student. 

Thank God that he is now called upon by his extended family to minister to 

them during the period that church gatherings were forbidden. The family has 

now accepted him back again and have changed their view and stance on 

the church in Rongo. Praise God for working in their hearts. Continue to pray 

that God’s Word will have free course in the hearts of the people in 

Rongo, and that there will be acceptance of Christ and His salvation. 

(The area where the church is planted is dominated by the Roman Catholic 

Church and the Seventh Day Adventist.)  

 

Rev Nelson also thanked God for His leading and guidance even 

though he was no longer a pastor at the church of Eldoret. There was a 

pastoral reshuffle at the beginning of the year that took effect from 1 March 

2020, and Rev Nelson was transferred to pastor the church at Kisumu town. 

Rev Nelson also thanked God for the partial lockdown period as it gave him 

the opportunity to spend time at the new church to adjust to the work there 

and to get to know the members. Since Rev Nelson still stays and teaches at 

Eldoret, he will have to commute to Kisumu with the resumption of college 

studies. Rev Nelson will have classes at FCB from Monday to Wednesday, 

and will travel from Eldoret to Kisumu on Thursday. There he will attend to 

church ministries and pastoral work from Thursday to Sunday, after which he 

will leave Kisumu on Sunday afternoon to travel back to Eldoret. There will 

be two services at the Kisumu Church every Lord’s Day: the first is an 

English service from 8:30am to 10am, and the other is a vernacular (Luo) 

service from 10:30am to 12pm. Pray for safety on the road as Rev Nelson 

travels to and fro Eldoret and Kisumu each week, and for grace to serve 

the Lord. Pray also for the new pastor at Eldoret. 
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Thank God that Faith College of the Bible was able to reopen in October 

2020 for an eight-week term which ends on 18 December and the 

lecturers were able to finish the courses assigned. It has been an intensive 

term since they had to cover the whole term’s work in eight weeks, and had 

to hold classes even in the afternoons. The College ministries were 

suspended for this term in line with Covid-19 protocols. They also did not 

have their Tanzanian students and the Ugandan student reporting back to 

the College due to the pandemic and travel restrictions. Pray that the Lord 

will be merciful to open a way for the College ministries to resume. 
 

Thank God for the Bible Radio ministries especially during the 

pandemic and for favourable response. This year the theme is on “Living 

on God’s Terms,”  a series taken from the book of Deuteronomy beginning at 

chapter 6. Thank God that at the request of some church members and 

friends, Rev Nelson was able to do a Swahili YouTube Bible Study which 

covered the books of Ecclesiastes and Revelation. It has been a challenge  

for Rev Nelson to continue after the resumption of church services and 

College studies and the book of Revelation still remains incomplete as they 

reached chapter 19. Pray that the Lord will continue to grant Rev Nelson the 

grace to serve Him in the various areas of ministries and bless the 

teaching of His Word through these media. 

 

Thank God, also, for giving Rev Nelson the opportunity to minister in 

two vernacular radio stations in Kisumu, being given a week ’s airtime in 

each with daily five-minute devotions starting at 5am during the weekdays, 

and a 45-minutes sermon on Sundays. Thank God for the response from 

listeners during that time. May the Lord work in the hearts of the hearers to 

not only hear His Word but also to do His will in their life. 

 

Continue to pray for Rev Nelson and his family as they serve the Lord 

together. Pray especially for his maternal grandmother who has been 

diagnosed with stomach cancer at a very advanced stage and is 

receiving palliative care. Thank God that she is a believer. May the Lord 

strengthen her in the faith and help her to be His holy witness even in her 

body of afflictions. 

 

 

************************ 
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 Local Missions 
 
E-Band meets every 3

rd 
Sunday of the month to reach out to the 

Clementi neighbourhood with the Gospel of Christ. Thank God for both adults 

and children who came for our monthly tracting, and for the work that had 

been done. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions put in place by the government, 

the    E-Band tracting has been put on hold since April 2020. Nevertheless, 

may the Lord help us to continue to witness to others in our daily living. 

Please avail yourselves to the tracts made available at the tracts display rack 

at Level 1 or contact Karen Lee if you require them to be mailed to you.  

 

Church Gospel Night was held on 27 June 2020 (Sat), and Rev Quek 

Suan Yew spoke on the topic “Worried About Tomorrow?” based on John 

6:35. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, this year’s Church Gospel Night was 

live-streamed via the church’s You-Tube channel. Dn Emerson Ang shared 

his testimony of conversion and a recording of hymn “I Heard the Voice of 

Jesus Say” (presented by the church choir in the past) was played during the 

live-stream. Thank God for the opportunity given to many to invite unsaved 

loved ones and friends to listen to the message and for moving some of them 

to join us that evening. May the Holy Spirit work in the hearts of those who 

are still outside His kingdom to convict and to convert. God-willing, a Chinese 

translation of the message will be made available in audio soon.  

 

Thank God for initiatives taken 

by brethren to encourage Truth-

supported preachers in 

Cambodia during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The Truth Young 

Adult Fellowship had one of their 

fellowship meetings with Pr 

Sopheak, Pr John, Pr Rotha as well 

as Bro Bun Kouy via ZOOM on 20 

June 2020 (7-10PM) during which 

Rev Dennis exhorted them from 

Mark 8:34-38. The message was 

entitled, “Saved to Serve” and both 

the preachers as well as the young 

adults in the fellowship group were 

reminded that they were saved to 

serve, and they must, therefore, 

deny self, take up their cross and 

follow Christ. The exhortation from 

 

Pr John Saray & Sis Lydia 

Pr Sopheak, Sis Thavy, Sarah & Hannah 
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God’s Word was followed by a sharing session whereby the preachers were 

given the opportunity to share with the YAF about their ministry, 

thanksgivings, struggles and prayer requests.  

The preachers also thank God for the words of encouragement that they 

have received from the youths in the Truth Youth Fellowship during this 

period. Let us continue to remember the preachers and their family in 

prayers as they serve Him in Cambodia and may the Lord use us to be a 

channel of blessing to them as well.  

 

Truth Children Fellowship (TCF) had 

her Missions Special Program on 8 

August 2020 to educate and to 

encourage children to do their part in 

missions work. This year, Rev Dennis 

exhorted the children from God’s Word 

to “Pray for an Open Door”  (Colossians 

4:2-3a). After the sharing by Eld 

Winston on the work of the Truth 

Missions Society, the children had the 

opportunity to hear from our preacher in 

Lively Hope BPC, Cambodia, via the 

ZOOM video conferencing platform. Pr John Saray shared with the children 

how the ministry in Sihanoukville started and the growth of the church since it 

was founded. He also shared how the COVID-19 situation has affected the 

work in Sihanoukville and the difficulties that they faced. May the Lord 

continue to be with Pr John and his family as they serve Him in 

Sihanoukville, and grant them open doors to bring the Good News to the 

people there even during the pandemic. Let us continue to remember them 

in our prayers. 

Rev Dennis exhorting children from 
God’s Word 

Pr Rotha & Sis Saron Bro Bun Kouy & Sis Srey Nang 
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Both children and adults gave cheerfully to the Lord to help with the Lively 

Hope BPC church building project in Sihanoukville that day. A second 

collection was taken on the following Saturday (15 August), and the total 

amount collected to help with the work was S$ (397+540=) 937. May the 

Lord bless all cheerful givers, and continue to provide for the building project. 

 

We rejoice with Bro Choon Leong, Eld Winston Chew and Bro David 

Chew who graduated with a Diploma in Theology (DipTh), a Certificate 

of Biblical Studies (CertBS) and Bachelor of Theology (BTh) respectively at 

the Far Eastern Bible College 45
th
 Graduation Service held on 14 November 

2020 (Sat). Pray for Bro David as he continues to study God’s Word under 

the Master of Divinity (MDiv) programme. May the Lord equip them for His 

service and use them to be a blessing to His people. 

 

Eld Winston sharing on the work of the TMS; Children giving to missions 

TCF Missions Special Program 2020: “Pray for an Open Door” (Colossians 4:2-3a) 
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Truth Missions Society (TMS) continues to do her part to increase 

missions awareness among Truth members. We thank God for — 

 

(i) Publication of May 2019 Shine Forth Missions Journal (Vol. 13, No. 1) on 

“Biblical Worship (II)” which has been distributed not only to our 

churches 

and Bible colleges in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, Kenya and 

Tanzania. Apart from increasing missions awareness, the bi-annual missions 

journals also seek to encourage and to equip those who are serving the Lord 

in the Gospel ministry. We thank God for all who have contributed to this 

important work, and we pray that the Lord will continue to help His people to 

shine forth His Gospel light. For the next issue of Missions Journal, we will 

be looking at the important topic of “Holding Fast the Faithful Word” (Vol. 

15, No. 1).  

 

(ii) Missions Noticeboard and Webpage which update members and friends 

on missions-related news. Updates on the Noticeboard have been put on 

hold until further notice. Please refer to the church missions webpage for any 

update and information as well as resources you can use in your personal 

evangelism. 
 

A Missions Trivia was also conducted for both adults and children during the 

period of 18 to 25 October 2020 where participants were tested on the 

contents found in 2019 Shine Forth Missions Journal on “Biblical Worship 

(II).” We thank God for all who have participated in the Trivia and rejoice with 

the following participants who have answered all questions correctly: 

Abel Tam, Wong En-Qi, Wong En-Yi and Kwok Yee Min. 

Answer to the Trivia can be found on pp. 62– 65. 

 

(iii) Interview with Bro Bun 

Kouy on 14 July 2020 for 

appointment as  a missionary

-preacher to Cambodia under 

the support of Truth BPC. 

The TMS has decided to 

appoint Bro Bun Kouy as a 

missionary-preacher to do 

God’s work in Cambodia after 

an interview with him held via 

ZOOM on 14 July 2020. Do  Interview with Bro Bun Kouy via ZOOM 
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continue to pray for him and his wife as they serve the Lord together, and 

may the Lord keep them faithful. 

 

(iv) Missions  Sunday was held on 11 October 2020. The Lord’s messenger 

was Pr Joshua Yong who spoke on “I Am Debtor”, taken from Romans 

12:14-16. Members and friends were also given a glimpse of the 

Cambodian missions work Truth BPC is involved in through a video 

screened after the worship service, as well as personal evangelistic efforts 

of individuals through interviews recorded and included in the video. Unlike 

previous years, this was live-streamed on the church’s You-Tube channel 

due to the COVID-19 restrictions that had prevented God’s people from 

gathering physically to worship Him in His House. This year, we also had 

Bro Bun Kouy share with us his calling to salvation and to full-time service 

as Truth BPC’s newly appointed Preacher to do God’s work in Cambodia. 

 

(v) Meeting with Cambodian Preachers via ZOOM on 29 September 2020 

and 22 December 2020. Unlike previous years, restrictions put in place 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic had prevented the TMS      member(s) 

and others from 

making trips to 

Cambodia to 

encourage the 

preachers there in the 

work of the ministry. 

They were also not 

able to be with us 

physically at this 

year’s church camp 

due to the travel 

restrictions. Despite 

not being able to 

meet physically, the 

TMS thanked God 

that they could still 

meet with the 

preachers via ZOOM 

on 29 September and 22 December to encourage them in their service for 

the Lord, and to find out how Truth BPC can continue to pray for them and 

support them in the ministry. Thank God that the preachers and their family 

could also join Truth BPC on Wednesday Night Prayer Meetings held via 

ZOOM, as well as the Lord’s Day services that were live-streamed. May the 

Lord continue to help us to co-labour with the preachers there in the work of 

 

 TMS meeting with the Cambodian preachers on 22 Dec 
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the ministry. The TMS will continue to meet with the preachers via ZOOM on 

a quarterly basis. 

 

 

TMS was established in May 2006 to encourage and to provoke our 

members in Truth B-P Church to be more proactive in the advancement of 

the Great Commission, in obedience to Jesus’ command (Matthew 28:18-20; 

Mark 16:15).  

 

The TMS Committee in 2020 comprises: 

Eld Winston Chew (Chairman), Dn Franco Wong (Secretary, E-Band i/c), Dn 

Emerson Ang (Member), Rev Dennis Kwok (Cambodian Missions i/c),  

Benjamin Yeo (Member), Chan May Ling (Treasurer) and Karen Lee 

(Publication Secretary). 

 

Our objectives are: 

a) To inform church members of local and overseas missions activities 

b) To encourage, support and pray for local and overseas missions 

c) To inspire interest and missions awareness among church members 

d) To initiate and co-ordinate missions trips 

 
 

If you would like to know how you can play a part in missions work,  

feel free to approach the TMS members for assistance.  

 

   

  ************************ 
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Missions Trivia 2020 (with Answers) 

Complete the following Trivia with the help of the Shine Forth Missions Journal on 
"Biblical Worship (III)" (Vol. 13 No. 1, https://s3.amazonaws.com/truthbpc/oversea/
Shine_Forth_v13_1.pdf)  
 
Open to both children and adults.  
For children below the age of 8, they may attempt the questions together with their 
parents.  
 
Participants who have answered all the questions correctly will receive an 
encouragement gift.  
 
Closing date for entry submission: 25 October 2020 (Lord's Day).  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/truthbpc/oversea/Shine_Forth_v13_1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/truthbpc/oversea/Shine_Forth_v13_1.pdf
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Would you put poison and medicine in the same drawer? Or play 
with your sibling if he or she has contracted Hand, Foot and 
Mouth Disease (HFMD)? In these examples, the answer is an 
obvious “no.” It is general knowledge to keep poison and medicine 
in separate places to prevent one from accidentally taking poison 
as medicine. It is also common knowledge to keep a distance from 
those who are down with a contagious disease to avoid getting 
infected. To protect ourselves from physical harm and danger, we 
have the common sense to practice separation. Do we also see the 
importance of protecting ourselves from spiritual harm and 
danger? Do you know that there is another type of separation 
which the Bible teaches, that, as Christians, we must practise? It 
is called “Biblical Separation.” 
Although this term “Biblical 
Separation” does not appear 
in the Bible, the doctrine of 
Biblical Separation is taught 
in many places in the Bible. 
Some people do not see Biblical Separation as important. But it is 
important. This is because the failure to practise Biblical 
Separation will make us easy targets of spiritual attacks. The 
principle of Biblical Separation is clearly laid out in Ephesians 5:11 
by Apostle Paul when he said, “And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”  
 
Biblical Separation is important but only applicable to you if you 
are a Christian. Has anyone ever told you that it is alright to sin 
since everyone does it or that all religions are good and lead to 
God?  Be not deceived. Romans 6:23 tells us, “For the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” So if you are still a child of disobedience, you must 
first repent of your sins and accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
personal Lord and Saviour.  

Children’s Corner:       

By Ng Boon Choo 

“Failure to practise Biblical 
Separation will make us easy 
targets of spiritual attacks.” 
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Young children naturally like to imitate their parents. After we 
have been born again, we become children of God, and as children 
of God, we naturally are to be followers of God as well (Ephesians 
5:1). In other words, we 
are to be imitators of God, 
following the example of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
walk in love as He has loved us (Ephesians 5:2). The result will be 
that we shall produce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives 
(Ephesians 5:9).  
 
Once we are born again, we are children of light. For our spiritual 
health and protection, the children of light must have no part in 
the works of darkness. We are as different from the children of 
darkness as light is from darkness. God knows that if we take 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, our spiritual life will 
suffer. Thus “and have 
no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of 
darkness“ is not an 
option but a command. 
Apostle Paul was not 
telling us to shun unbelievers and not befriend them. However, we 
should maintain a good Christian witness by our holy living and not 
join them in their sinful and worldly ways. Apostle Paul also 
charged us to reprove and expose these works of darkness. 
 
What are some works of darkness from which we are called to 
separate? In the Word Search below, cross out six unfruitful 
works of darkness that are mentioned by the Apostle Paul in 
Ephesians 5:3-4.   Note that this is not an exhaustive list.  
There are more works of darkness we can be guilty of if we do not 
live a holy life and practise Biblical Separation.  
 
Let us always examine ourselves to see whether our works are 
pleasing and acceptable unto the Lord. 
 
 
 

“… as children of God, we naturally 
are to be followers of God.” 

 

“For our spiritual health and 
protection, the children of light must 

have no part in the works of darkness.” 
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Word Search 
 

 
 

 

 

************************ 
 

 

 

 

 

F S C V E T O P D L E Z 

O D F I L T H I N E S S 

R L B F W L K A R O J G 

N U N C L E A N N E S S 

I E L S E G R L H Q E D 

C O V E T O U S N E S S 

A W S O C J D L O P R E 

T E M F Z J E S T I N G 

I H D V G B D J C G V E 

O L E M P F O O L I S H 

N Q X N M T A L K I N G 
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ANSWERS 
 

Words to be crossed out: 

 

 
 

F                       

O   F I L T H I N E S S 

R                       

N U N C L E A N N E S S 

I                       

C O V E T O U S N E S S 

A                       

T         J E S T I N G 

I                       

O         F O O L I S H 

N         T A L K I N G 



"Wherefore con1e out fron1 a1nong them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 

the unclean thing; and I will receive you." 

2 Corinthians 6: 17 

Truth Bible-Presbyterian Church 
20 I Pandan Gardens, #03- 11 , Singapore 609337 

Tel: 6566 5519 Hp: 9 11 8 7686 
... l~'.!I!f..., Email: admin@truthbpc.com \Vebsite: www.truthbpc.com 
'-' - ~ 
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