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Foreword 
Thank God for sustaining Shine Forth, the Missions Journal of Truth B-P 
Church, for 13 years. It is indeed by the Lord’s mercy and grace that this 
publication can continue to be a blessing to those who read it, both in the 
churches in Singapore, and the missions stations abroad. 
 
This issue is the third in a series on Biblical Worship and focuses on music in 
worship. It emphasises the importance of worshipping and serving God on 
His terms, according to His way as laid out in the Bible. Many churches 
today tend to worship God with man-centred, carnal and worldly ways, be it 
in the name of innovation, or in the attempt to attract the younger generation. 
The end does not justify the means. Both the end and the means of our 
worship must be as God has prescribed in His Word. 
 
There are many interesting articles which are edifying for the Christian, and 
instructive for the true worshipper of God. Updates of Truth B-P Church 
supported missions churches in Cambodia highlight current developments 
for our information and prayer.  
 
It is our prayer that you will find joy in reading this journal. May the Lord’s 
Name be glorified. 
 
Psalm 150:6 — “Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye 
the LORD.” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Eld Winston Chew (Chairman) 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

“Let Every thing That Have 
Breath Praise the LORD!”  

Psalm 150 is the final psalm in the Book of Psalms. That it concludes with 
praise is most appropriate. The Psalm teaches us the scope and expanse in 
which a child of God ought to praise his LORD! It begins with “Praise ye the 
LORD.” It ends with the same “Praise ye the LORD.” The word “praise” is 
used thirteen times in this short psalm of only six verses! Out of these 
thirteen times, twelve of them (except the word “praise” in verse 6a) are used 
in the intensive imperative. It is a command to all of God's people to praise 
the LORD! The Hebrew word “praise” is the word “halal” from which we get 
the more familiar word “hallelujah.” Therefore, let us praise the LORD!  
 
Praising the LORD is often associated with worshipping the LORD inside a 
sanctuary of a building. Very often this is also where praising the LORD 
ends. This limited and myopic understanding of praise has resulted in many 
“sad-face” Christians. On the other hand, there is the popular culture where 
the phrase “Praise the LORD” is used too freely, like saying “God bless you” 
after someone sneezes! This absent-minded pronouncement has caused the 
meaning of praising the LORD to lose its biblical blessing and significance. 
Psalm 150 will help to restore the meaning of biblical praise back into every 
Christian’s life!  
 
The LORD is in Heaven (v. 1) — It is right to begin praising the LORD by 
clearly acknowledging where the 
LORD is. “Familiarity breeds 
contempt” is an accurate description 
of many churches and Christians 
today when they worship the LORD. 
They worship God in a manner that is 
right in their own eyes, as if God has 
to “take it or leave it!” Christians today 
have forgotten that the LORD is God 
who dwells in heaven and we are but puny man dwelling on earth. He is in 
His sanctuary which is also described as His firmament. This is NOT a 
reference to the earthly temple or sanctuary but the one that is in the 
heavenly realm. This dwelling place is where the all-powerful God dwells. 

The LORD is God who 
dwells in heaven and we are 
but puny man dwelling on 
earth. We must never be 

presumptuous in our 
worship of Him. 
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Sinful man saved by His grace must never become presumptuous in 
worship. Presumption will lead to contempt, resulting in a lackadaisical 
attitude of no fear in approaching God. Lateness and mindless worship 
where the hymns of praise are mechanically uttered with little or no 
concentration have become the norm in the believer’s approach to worship 
every Lord’s Day.   
 
Let us worship the LORD by not bringing God down to our level on earth but 
by lifting up our spirits to the heavenly realm where the LORD dwells! 
Worship Him in spirit and in truth!  
 
The LORD’s Presence on Earth (v. 2) — To be able to see through the 
handiwork of the Devil on earth is to be able to see the handiwork of God in 
creation. The handiwork of God is all around us if believers would stand still 
to observe. “Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his 
excellent greatness.” Verse 2 commands all of God's children to see the 
greatness of God who dwells in heaven through the manifold mighty 
acts that He has done. The heavens above and the earth below are full 
of His excellent greatness and glory. The 
beauty of the sunset and sunrise show 
forth God’s power in creation. Too far from 
the sun and the earth will turn into an 
uninhabitable ice block. Too near the sun 
and the earth will burn up. The precise 
location of the heavenly realm points to the 
greatness of our great LORD! The depths 
of the oceans with all the sea life that man has not been able to fully explore 
after living on His earth for thousands of years, and the magnificence of 
God’s great earth with its life-sustaining qualities year after year for billions of 
humans and trillions of other creatures (from the smallest to the largest 
beasts) is mind-boggling. All these are held together for man to live in by 
God’s determined power and will!  
 
God’s children have much to praise the LORD for! They are surrounded by 
the greatness of His wonderful works!  
 
The Believer’s Way of Life (vv. 3-5) — Israel has a culture of musical 
instruments: “Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the 
psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with 
stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise 
him upon the high sounding cymbals.” The trumpets were sounded for war, 
for worship for Sabbath keeping, and for rest. The psaltery and harps were 

Let us praise the LORD 
for the heavens above 

and the earth below are 
full of His excellent 
greatness and glory! 
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played at weddings to rejoice in the blessings of the LORD in the lives of 
individuals and family. The timbre and dance were experienced at weddings 
and in the fields where they worked 
especially during harvest time as they 
rejoiced in the LORD’s goodness in 
providing them with a good crop. 
These instruments were played in the 
daily lives of the Israelites. The thrust 
of these verses is that worshipping 
the LORD is not limited to a 
formalized setting and on special occasions but it ought to be a daily way of 
life. When the LORD is praised in our daily life, worshipping the LORD on 
those special God-ordained occasions would become meaningful and 
sincere. 
  
Conclusion (v. 6) — There can be only one conclusion: “Let every thing that 
hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.” Everything in Israel, a 
nation brought into existence and ordained by God, must be full of praise for 
the goodness and mercies of God that He has bestowed upon her as a 
shining light of Christ to a world dying in sin and covered in spiritual 
darkness. The praises of the people of Israel every day of their lives 
culminating in their praise of the LORD every Sabbath day were the daily 
and weekly lights that pointed the world to the Saviour!  
 
This is what every Christian needs to do more so today than ever before 
because of the false worship of the Roman Catholics, Charismatics and neo-
evangelicals that have contaminated and distorted Christianity. May God be 
merciful and restore back to His people a biblical worship whereby 
everything that we do praises our good LORD and Saviour Jesus Christ! 
Perhaps then our worship every Lord’s Day will be more meaningful and 
satisfying. Amen.  

 

************************ 

 
Worshipping the LORD 
must not be limited to a 

formalized setting and on 
special occasions — it ought 

to be our daily way of life! 
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Article:       

By Joycelyn Chng 

Music has traditionally been part of biblical worship, even from the days of 
the Old Testament. Notwithstanding this, the music that is used in many 
churches around the world today is most inappropriate for the worship of 
the thrice holy God and utterly dishonoring to Him. Churches that were 
once fundamental have also fallen prey to the scourge of unbiblical music 
in worship. In order to understand why music is used in the worship of God, 
and to discern if a piece of music is suitable for biblical worship, it is 
necessary to consider the biblical history of the use of music, as well as its 
purposes in the worship of God. 
 

Use of Music in Worship: Its History 
 
Music was used in the Tabernacle and later, Temple worship. King David 
first gave instructions for the formal organization of singers and musicians 
from the tribe of Levi, in preparation for the bringing up of the ark of God 
from the house of Obededom to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:12, 16). After 
the ark of God was set in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for it, 
the appointed Levites ministered before the ark “to thank and praise the 
LORD God of Israel,” accompanied by musical instruments (1 Chronicles 
16:1-6). It is noteworthy that the priests and Levites were commanded to 
sanctify themselves as the first step in this whole event (1 Chronicles 15:12). 
 
The employment of music in Old Testament worship continued after the time 
of King David. King Solomon was given the privilege to build the Temple of 
God. At the dedication of the Temple, singers and musicians were involved 
in the worship of God (2 Chronicles 5:11-14). 2 Chronicles 5:13 says, “… the 
trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in 
praising and thanking the LORD; … they lifted up their voice with the 
trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD.” 
Once again, the sacredness of worship is seen in how the priests were 
sanctified before they worshipped God and the Levites were  arrayed in 
white linen (2 Chronicles 5:11-12). 
 
In post-exilic days, music was also recorded to have been used at the laying 
of the foundation for the rebuilding of the Temple (Ezra 3:8-13), and the 
dedication of the wall of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 12:27). Music remained a 
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mainstay of the worship conducted in the Second Temple, as it was in the 
days of David and of Solomon (Nehemiah 12:44-47; 1 Chronicles 16:37-42). 
However, it must be emphasized that 
in the Old Testament, only four kinds 
of instruments—the harp, psaltery,  
cymbals and trumpet—were allowed 
to be used in the house of God for 
worship.1 Furthermore, the trumpet was employed only for special purposes, 
and was not used as a normal accompaniment for singing (see 1 Chronicles 
25:1-7). Hence, the use of musical instruments was strictly regulated in the 
worship of God, and the same principle of restraint must also apply today. 
 
The practice of singing in the worship 
of God continued from the Old to the 
New Testament. There are two 
accounts in the New Testament where 
singing as an act of worship is 
explicitly recorded to have occurred:  
(i) Jesus and His disciples singing a 
hymn at the Last Supper (Matthew 
26:25-30; Mark 14:22-26), and          
(ii) Paul and Silas praying and singing 
praises unto God while imprisoned in 
Philippi (Acts 16:25). Furthermore, 
numerous passages in the Book of 
Revelation describe worship that shall be in heaven as God had revealed to 
the Apostle John, and singing is mentioned in passages such as Revelation 
5:9-10 and Revelation 15:3-4.   
 

Use of Music in Worship: Its Purposes 
 
Psalm 92, a psalm or song for the sabbath day, begins thus, “It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O 
most High: To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night, Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the 
psaltery; upon the harp with a solemn sound.” Psalm 147 exhorts in similar 
fashion, “Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for 
it is pleasant; and praise is comely. … Sing unto the LORD with 
thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God.” 
 
These verses express that music is a means for worshippers to praise and 
thank God. That music is used in worship to praise and thank God can 

 “Use of musical instruments 
was strictly regulated in the 

worship of God.” 

Image: www.sweetpublishing.com 
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also be observed from the foregoing survey of its use in biblical history (see 
1 Chronicles 16:4, 41, 2 Chronicles 5:13, Nehemiah 12:46, and Acts 16:25). 
Moreover, Moses and the children of Israel 
sang a song of praise to the LORD after He 
brought them safely across the Red sea 
(Exodus 15:1-19). Likewise, Deborah and 
Barak sang a song of praise after the LORD 
delivered the children of Israel from the king 
of Canaan (Judges 5). In these examples, God’s attributes and mighty works 
were declared while He was praised and thanked. Therefore, as one sings a 
hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God in worship, he is also declaring 
God’s attributes such as His wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and 
truth, as well as proclaiming the wonderful works of God in the lives of saints 
(both the saints of old and today). It ought also to be noted that, in Psalm 92, 
the sound given off in praise is described as a solemn one. 
 
Another purpose for using music in 
the worship of God is given in 
Colossians 3:16. God’s Word says, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.” In other words, Christian 
hymns and songs can teach and admonish or warn believers in things 
pertaining to the Word of God. Since the Christian song is a method for “the 
word of Christ (to) dwell in you richly,” it necessitates the songs used to be 
full of the Word of God and doctrinally rich and sound. This means that 
songs that have lyrics that are shallow in meaning (and often repetitive) are 
not what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he exhorted the Colossian 
brethren in this manner.  
 
Music in worship is also used to 
express the affections of the 
believer towards his God. From 
Colossians 3:16, it can be observed 
that the heart must be involved 
when one sings, and this affection 
must be directed “to the Lord.” 
Similarly, the Apostle Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 5:19, “Speaking to 

Christian hymns and songs   
can be used to teach and 

admonish. It is, therefore, 
necessary that these songs be 
full of the Word of God, and 
doctrinally rich and sound. 

Music in worship is also used 
to express the affections of the 
believer toward his God … the 
heart must be involved when 
one sings, and this affection 

must be directed to the Lord. 

“Music is a means for 
worshippers to praise 

and thank God.” 
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yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord.” It has been noted that “music provides a 
language for a right expression of emotion, and good music actually 
educates our emotions so that they develop to maturity.”2 What then ought to 
be the standard that determines what is good music? The answer is given in 
John 4:24, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth.” Biblical truth must guide one’s emotions and affections in 
the worship of God, and in turn, the type of music used in doing so. 
 

Conclusion 
 
There is a place for music in the worship of God. It is, in fact, the biblical 
pattern established since the time of the Old Testament. Nonetheless, 
churches today need to have a clear understanding of the purposes 
established from God’s Word, for incorporating music in their worship 
services. A failure to do so will open the floodgates to all kinds of music, 
even worldly ones, that will undoubtedly lead to unbiblical worship and the 
inevitable falling away. Indeed, the erroneous idea in many modern 
churches is that music is a tool for them to draw in the crowds. Nothing can 
be further from the truth. May the music and singing that resound from the 
congregations who love the Lord be a sweet savour, pleasing and 
acceptable unto Him.  

 
 

************************ 
 

Sis Joycelyn is a member of True-Life Bible-Presbyterian Church 
(Singapore) and a tutor at the Far Eastern Bible College. She had taught a 
subject on Hymnology, and was also involved in the research and editing 
work of Heavenly Melodies: Hymns, Choruses & Verses of Timothy Tow. 

1Jeffrey Khoo, Charismatism Q & A (Singapore: Far Eastern Bible College Press, 1998), 81. 
2 Scott Aniol, Worship in Song (Winona Lake: BMH Books, 2009), 165. 
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Article:      

 

 

The greatest service we can offer the Church is the Sunday Service. ... Not 
only the sermon, which must be ever fresh and enlightening, not like some 
reheated overnight fried rice, but also the choice of hymns. Martin Luther 
says, “Music is next to theology.” The introduction of some new hymn or 
chorus every now and then and the singing of Psalms with a lively tune will 
bring reviving of spirit. The pastor is both theologian and musician. 
“Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old” (Matthew 13:52).  
 
In the matter of Church music, there are two extreme positions. On one 
hand, we have the diehard Reformed school that sings only Psalms with their 
mouth (or throat), and on the other hand, 
there are the Charismatics that use drums 
and cymbals and hit them to the thud of 
rock music. We believe in supportive piano 
and organ playing with a “Sankey” touch. 
The story is told that when D.L. Moody and 
Ira D. Sankey (his song leader) visited 
Scotland, they deeply deplored the pompous pipe organ that sounded like 
the firing of the battleship’s 16-inch guns. Sankey brought with him a small 
pump organ. As the sacred strains, soft and tender, accompanied the 
preacher’s appeal, tear-gates were opened and souls were yielded to the 
Saviour’s touch. How the pianist and organist play can make or break at a 
worship service. Remember Sankey!  
 
The importance of music to the pulpit (notice I say to the pulpit, and not to 
the Church generally) is of utmost importance. This was what Martin Luther 
meant when he said, “Music is next to theology”. Says Dr Philip Schaff in the 
History of the Christian Church, “He placed music next to theology. He 
valued it as a most effectual weapon against melancholy and the temptations 
of the Devil. The heart, he said, is satisfied, refreshed and strengthened by 
music. He played the lute, sang melodiously, and composed tunes for his 
hymns, especially the immortal Ein feste Burg which gives classic expression 
to his heroic faith in God and the triumph of the Gospel.”  
 

“We believe in 
supportive piano and 
organ playing with a 

‘Sankey’ touch.” 
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We believe in choirs spiritually trained, 
singing the old classicals, but we are also 
for modern compositions insofar as they 
will stand the test of time, and become 
standard in days to come. We believe the 
training of children’s choirs (the joy of 
parents) can add to church growth, as it 
is said, “Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength...” (Psalm 8:2). When these 
singing children grow up, they form 
themselves into the “Young Pilgrims” 
choir. The regular choir, of course, is the church choir where there is no age 
limit. Do you know who is the progenitor of church choirs? 

 
 
Music played a vital part in the composition of the Psalms of David, so that 
he earned the title of “the sweet psalmist of Israel”. In Psalm 108:1–3, David 
reveals how he sings praises to God with “psaltery and harp”. In Psalm 98:5-
6, the Psalmist further declares, “Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the 
harp, and the voice of a psalm. With trumpets and sound of cornet make a 
joyful noise before the LORD, the King.”  
 
From composing Psalms with the help of the “psaltery and harps,” David 
further organised a choir for the Temple Services.  
 

 
Isn’t music next to theology also to David?  

“We believe in choirs 
spiritually trained, 

singing the old classicals, 
but we are also for 

modern compositions 
insofar as they will stand 

the test of time, and 
becomes standard in 

days to come.” 
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That music has a therapeutic effect on the soul of Elisha “the prophet of 
water” is evidenced by his calling for a minstrel to calm his soul in the midst 
of confusion and commotion. An unholy alliance was formed between the 
kings of Israel, Edom and Judah to fight the king of Moab. Were it not for the 
sake of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah’s plea to Elisha, he would refuse even 
an audience to the three kings. 
 

And Elisha said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a 
minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of 
the LORD came upon him. (2 Kings 3:14, 15)  
 

The power of music must first come 
upon the preacher is what I mean by 
“the importance of music to the pulpit”. 
So, I have said to the organist and 
pianist, to the choir, that when they play 
well and sing well (the congregation 
too) I would preach better. Thus, music 
becomes half of John Sung’s ministry. 
How by the singing of the choruses he composed himself, but mostly from 
the treasury of the Church, he preached with double power. In this respect, 
not only the lyrics, but also the tune is of utmost importance.  
 

 
************************ 

 
The Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow (1920-2009) was the founding father of the   

Bible-Presbyterian Church in Singapore and the founding principal of the       
Far Eastern Bible College (1962). Besides being a theologian and a pastor, 
he was also a writer of many books and hymns. His works can be found at 

the official website of True-Life Bible-Presbyterian Church (Singapore): 
http://www.truelifebpc.org.sg/he_being_dead_yet_speaketh/. 

 
The above sermon was reproduced by kind permission from                     

The Burning Bush (July 2017, Volume 23, Number 2, pp. 52-54).                  
A digital copy of the Journal is available for free download at                  
http://www.febc.edu.sg/v15/publications/the_burning_bush. 

“The power of music must 
first come upon the 

preacher. … Not only the 
lyrics, but also the tune is 

of utmost importance.” 
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Article:       

By  Eld Lee Kong Sing 

The Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) movement first emerged as early 
as the 1960s. 60 years later, CCM is so widely practiced in the worship 
service of churches that it has virtually changed the very face of modern 
Christendom. CCM has become the branding trait of modern churches. 
Today, the church that does not use CCM in its worship is an anomaly, an 
oddity, associated with dying churches left behind by the times as it were. 
Traditional hymn-singing in worship services is seen as obsolete and lacking 
in “power.” The children of members of such traditional churches are leaving 
for the more “contemporary” churches that use CCM for its worship. The 
young are attracted by the 
contemporary style of worship 
and the music which they 
claim is something they can 
relate to better. Many church 
leaders of traditional churches 
are witnessing this exodus of 
the young and are no doubt 
concerned because a church 
without its young will ultimately 
die. Church membership is declining while the congregation of churches that 
use CCM are growing at a staggering rate. Church leaders of traditional 
churches are therefore under the pressure to decide if they too should cross 
over. How should they respond? Should they change existing formats of 
worship and adopt contemporary styles? Should they introduce CCM into its 
worship? Many feel that music is innocuous or neutral. There is no “good” or 
“bad” music, just personal preference or individual taste. As such, church 
leaders see the transition to CCM for worship as simply keeping up with the 
times and preferences of the next generation. However, this is not as 
innocent as it appears. Upon closer examination, music is not neutral and not 
all music is accepted by God for His worship. We must determine what God’s 
will is concerning worship music. Wrong worship music results in wrong 
worship which is not only rejected by God but is also a sin.  
 
Firstly, we have to establish from Scripture what is correct worship of God 
and how music facilitates such a worship. Secondly, we need to understand 

“Music is not neutral and not all 
music is accepted by God for His 

worship…. Wrong worship 
music results in wrong worship 

which is not only rejected by 
God but is also a sin.”  
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the nature of music and how it can either help us to worship God correctly or 
cause us to sin against God through wrongful worship.  
 
When the Lord Jesus Christ explained 
to the Samaritan woman how God 
should be worshipped in John 4:24, 
He said that God is a Spirit and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. The worship of God 
was no longer constrained to the 
location of Jerusalem and the temple 
only. Worship is of the spirit, i.e. it 
comes from the heart of man. In 
addition, worship must be in truth, i.e. the basis for worship must be God’s 
Word. It must be based on a correct understanding of God and His 
requirements as taught in Scripture. How we worship God is determined by 
who God is as revealed in Scripture and what He has taught us concerning 
the worship of Him. What can also be learnt from this is that man cannot 
determine for himself how he is to worship God. Instead God determines 
that. Man cannot use man’s standards to determine what is acceptable to 
God in worship. Man cannot decide what he feels is good for himself must 
also be good for God. Such was the sin of Cain who arrogantly chose to 
sacrifice to God in a way he deemed fit, contrary to what God had taught. 
Cain sinned against God in the process. Similarly, the two sons of Aaron; 
Nadab and Abihu were summarily consumed by fire from the LORD when 
they sinned by offering strange fire before the LORD. God is specific about 
how He should be worshipped, and He rejects wrongful worship. Modern 
styles of worship and the use of carnal Christian music to worship God is 
contrary to what God has revealed to us in Scripture. It is not of God and is 
against God.  
 
Scripture has many descriptions of the correct worship of God. When Isaiah 
saw God in a vision in Isaiah 6, he was gripped with a sense of his own 
uncleanness and unworthiness. Isaiah witnessed the holiness of God 
contrasted against his own sinfulness. Appearing before God filled his heart 
with a sense of humility and reverence. When the Apostle John saw the Lord 
Jesus Christ in heaven, he fell to the ground as one dead. The fear of God 
filled his heart and Jesus had to strengthen and comfort him (Revelation 
1:17). The Psalms are also filled with descriptions of the godly heart that 
worships God with a correct understanding of who He is. The godly heart is 
one which is filled with the fear of God. It is contrite, humble, sober, grateful, 
thankful and it stands in awe and reverence of the One Living God. How God 

“Modern styles of worship 
and the use of carnal 

Christian music to worship 
God is contrary to what 

God has revealed to us  in 
the Scripture. It is not of 
God and is against God.”  
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is worshipped in Charismatic churches today is in sharp contrast to what is 
taught in Scripture. Instead of approaching a thrice holy God, worshippers 
come flippantly and casually, as if God is their buddy and peer, or even, their 
lover! God’s Name is frequently used in vain and often in a blasphemous 
manner. At the centre of such worship is CCM and with it, worship services 
are transformed into something no different from a rock and pop concert. 
The god that worshippers think they are worshipping is nothing more than a 
figment of their imagination conjured up by sensually-styled contemporary 
Christian music and the immersive light show that “puts them in the mood”. 
There is no truth in their worship, no biblical basis from the Scripture. The 
end result is a form of worship that is not found in Scripture and also 
condemned! It is nothing more than a “feel good” entertainment cloaked in 
the name of Christianity. Worshippers go away feeling entertained, and 
falsely thinking that they have a place in heaven. It is the work of the Master 
Deceiver himself and CCM is one of the most powerful tools in his arsenal. 
Why is CCM so powerful?  
 
Music is very powerful because of 
its ability to affect the emotions. A 
song comprises two components: 
the lyrics and the music. The lyrics 
is responsible for conveying the 
intellectual aspect of the song while 
the music serves the purpose of 
conveying emotions. The lyrics can 
be discerned by the mind while the 
music that the ear hears goes straight to the heart conjuring up emotions 
that are intended by the composer. Together they form a very powerful force 
that affects the entire person who hears the song and even more so when he 
participates by singing it. Music is a very powerful medium that God has 
given to man to glorify Him. Martin Luther rightly wrote that “next to the Word 
of God, music deserves the highest praise.” It is no wonder many hymn 
writers (of hymns that we sing today) were themselves preachers who wrote 
hymns to accompany their preaching. Both the preaching of God’s Word and 
the singing of hymns were instrumental to the godly worship of God. A hymn 
that is well-written fills the mind with godly doctrines, lifts the heart and stirs 
conviction unto obedience in a way that is unique and irreplaceable.  
 
Sadly, Satan understands the power of 
music and has used it to cause man to sin 
against God. Just as music can help the 
believer, it can also be used to harm him.  

“Music is very powerful 
because of its ability to affect 

the emotions…. [It] goes 
straight to the heart conjuring 
up emotions that are intended 

by the composer.”  

“Just as music can help 
the believer, it can also 
be used to harm him.”  
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Music is an art form and like any complex form, can be subjected to the skill, 
creativity and, very importantly, the intent of its composer. Man with the 
intent to help others to worship God can skilfully craft music to invoke 
emotions that encourage listeners to do so. Similarly, men with selfish or evil 
intent may also skilfully craft music to conjure up thoughts and emotions that 
cause listeners to sin in the process of serving their selfish ends. Just as 
there are good and bad men, music can similarly be good or bad depending 
on their composers.  
 
CCM is categorised as a genre of pop music 
(Wikipedia), i.e. it is a form of pop music. Pop 
or popular music is, as its name suggests, 
music that is popular or designed for the 
populous, and it appeals to the majority of 
people in a society. In fact, to say that they 
are music that most people would “enjoy” is 
an understatement because pop music is 
often feverishly consumed on a daily basis 
and pop stars are idolised by millions. This is 
no accident. Pop musicians and their 
managers know what they are doing. Their 
immense popularity was not by chance but 
meticulously engineered. This they do by utilising every available musical 
construct to come up with musical tunes, harmonies and rhythms that 
capture the heart and mind of audiences to the point of obsession. They 
know exactly how to use music to conjure up emotions that are most 
desirable by their audiences. What pop musicians finally want is commercial 
success and fame. What the populous wants is music that will satisfy every 
pleasure and lust of the flesh. Their leader is the prince of this world, and as 
the Apostle Paul described in 2 Timothy 3:13, such is a world that will only 
wax worse and worse. Unless rescued by the saving grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, sinners will only want more and more sinful music to satisfy their 
fleshy lusts, and pop musicians will be happy to give it to them.   
 
CCM uses the same basic 
musical elements and 
constructs as pop music, and 
the end product is music that is 
carnal and appeals to the flesh. 
It is no wonder CCM is so 
effective at attracting people 
into Charismatic churches. 

 “CCM uses the same basic 
musical elements and 

constructs as pop music and the 
end product is music that is 

carnal and appeals to the flesh.”  

CCM 

 

Say No to CCM! 
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CCM musicians themselves do not deny that their music is meant to “reach 
out” to the “common people” and this they audaciously claim is for the sake 
of evangelism. However, the manner in which it is done is by using the sinful 
ways of the world. It is “evangelism” by means of using the sinful methods of 
the world, coming in complete contradiction to God’s Word. This is of no 
surprise because the method to entice sinful man is to use sinful methods. 
For them to speak God’s truth in God’s way will not make them popular 
among sinful men, but very unpopular and even hated.  
 
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved” (John 3:19-20). 
 
To worship God with a heart 
filled with affections and lusts of 
the flesh conjured up by carnal 
Christian music cannot possibly 
be pleasing in the sight of a 
holy God. This is the damage 
CCM does. It fills the heart of 
the worshipper with sinful 
emotions that he thinks are acceptable to express in the worship of God 
when in fact they are not.  
 
“A son honoreth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, 
where is mine honor? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD 
of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein 
have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye 
say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD 
is contemptible. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye 
offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be 
pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts…. I have 
no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering 
at your hand.... But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the 
LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is 
contemptible” (Malachi 1:6-12). 
 
The basis of CCM is contrary to God’s Word. It is erroneous, worldly and 
sinful. God rejects the use of these contemporary Christian music to worship 
Him. It pollutes and corrupts the true worship of God. Church leaders must 
understand this and must also make a stand against the use  of such music 

“[CCM] fills the heart of the 
worshipper with sinful emotions 
that he thinks are acceptable to 
express in the worship of God 

when in fact they are not.“ 
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in the worship of God. They must not succumb to the pressure of the 
ungodly and employ methods of the world to maintain or increase the size of 
their congregation. Instead, they are to follow God’s prescribed way and trust 
in the Lord to provide. It is better to have a small congregation that is 
pleasing in the sight of the Lord than to have a large one that sins against 
Him. May we always worship God in spirit and in truth! 

 
************************ 

 
Eld Kong Sing is an Elder of Calvary Pandan Bible-Presbyterian Church 
(Singapore). Besides teaching at Calvary Pandan’s Adult Bible Class,  

he is also actively involved in the music ministries of the church, serving the 
Lord in the church choir, singspiration ministry, as well as in the  
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Sermon Extract: 

 

 

As we survey the scene of Christianity, we will realize that there are many 
different manners of worship today. It was not like that in the early days of 
the church (when worship was very simple). There are certain key elements 
that must be found in every worship. In Acts 2, the Apostles gathered after 
Pentecost, and I’m sure they did not know what to do with the three thousand 
souls that have accepted Christ as Lord and Saviour. And so God helped the 
Apostles—They came together on the first day of the week. After the three 
thousand souls were saved, they were baptized (v. 41). The Bible said that 
they “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (i.e. the Word of God), 
and fellowship (i.e. Christian fellowship), and in breaking of bread (i.e. the 
Lord’s Supper), and in prayers” (v. 42). They gathered “together, and had all 
things common (i.e. They helped one another; those who had much helped 
those who had little or less)” (v. 44). These are the key elements of worship.  
 
Today, there is the Roman Catholic version of worship, where the liturgy is 
very orgainsed, solemn, and ritualistic. There is also, on the other hand, the 
charismatic versions that are very contemporary—with loud music from 
electric guitars and synthesizers, and colourful lights from their spots lights 
and strobe lights to turn the whole place of worship into some kind of an 
entertainment centre. There is also our kind of worship that is quiet, solemn, 
and serious (which some people might call “boring”). So what exactly is 
worship? The root word for “worship” comes from two words: (1) “toward” 
and (2) the root word for “dog”. It is a description of a dog licking the hand of 
the master. That picture basically describes a person who prostrates himself, 
and pays homage to someone whom he considers as more powerful than 
himself, someone whom he is very grateful to. In other words, the focus of 
worship is not on the worshipper. The focus is not on man, but on God whom 
we worship. Every item of worship, the dressing of everyone who is 
involved in worship, the manner in which the music is played, the words of 
the hymns sung, must all focus on one person and one person only, and that 
is God, or the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not us—not the preacher, or the pastor, 
or the founder, or you. It is not man; it is always God.  
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Before the formation of the national witness, how did people like Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob worship? There was no church; they were all alone in the 
land of Canaan. They just worshipped as a family. It was a very simple way 
of worship. After the formation of the nation of Israel, worship became much 
more formalized. The head of every godly home were no longer permitted to 
be mediators. God, in the book of Numbers, officially replaced them with the 
Levitical priesthood. God also gave them a place of worship, which He 
Himself had designed—i.e. the Tabernacle, which was later replaced by a 
permanent structure called the Temple in the days of Solomon. The worship 
of the people of Israel in the Old Testament was always in spirit, in truth and 
in location (because Jesus had not come yet). The location was very 
important because God will place His Tabernacle/Temple in the place that 
He Himself had chosen and determined so that the people in the Old 

 
 
When the Lord talked to the Samaritan woman in John 4 about the Messiah, 
the woman said unto Him in verse 25: “I know that Messias cometh.” The 
Samaritans were not ignorant of the truth. They were also expecting the 
Messiah but their place of worship was at Mount Gerizim (instead of 
Jerusalem) (vv. 19-20). So the Lord said to the woman,  “believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father” (v. 21).  
 
There is right worship and wrong worship. Even though the Samaritans’ 
worship was very close to the right worship, it was still incorrect. The Lord 
was basically correcting her: “You may have all the right words but your 
location was wrong. The Jews had it correctly (cf. v. 22) for Jerusalem was 
indeed the city that the LORD had appointed. Your place (of worship), 
Gerizim, is wrong. Nevertheless, “in spirit and in truth” will always be the 
heart and soul of every worship.” 
 
Do not think that this was not so in the Old Testament. Look at Cain and 
Abel. Cain’s worship was in spirit but not in truth. He was very sincere—he 
thought that what was good enough for him was good enough for God so he 
brought to God his offering and it was a non–blood offering. God had already 
said that in order for them to approach Him, they have to offer a blood 
offering (since no sinner can approach God without the shedding of blood). 
Abel believed, and he did it with a sincere heart. He worshipped God in spirit 
and in truth, according to God’s prescription, and he was accepted, and 
his offering was accepted as well. In the case of Cain, he might have done it 
in all sincerity but because it was not in truth, he was rejected and his 
offering as well. So we know that sincerity alone is not a yardstick that God 
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will use to evaluate worship. If sincerity was good enough, why did God have 
to give us the Bible? Why can’t we just simply use sincerity?  
 
Worship of God is always in spirit and in truth but because it was a national 
witness before the first coming of Christ, worship will also have to be in 
location. The description of the Tabernacle (and later the Temple) tells 
us that it is a type of Christ—the holy place, the most holy place, the Ark of 
the Covenant, the lampstand, the table of shewbread, the  altar of incense 
have symbolic significance and meaning. Our church building has none of 
these. It is just a building, just a place. It is simple, and is not meant to be 
expensive. It is just simply a place that is conducive for worship. It must not 
have any distraction. That was why Rev Timothy Tow, who was raised up by 
God to found the Bible-Presbyterian (B-P) movement in Singapore, decided 
not to have the symbol of a cross on the wall of the sanctuary (which we see 
in many churches). The reason was because there may be people who think 
that when they pray in front of the church, in front of the cross, their prayer 
may be more potent and more efficacious, and he did not want that to 
happen. That was why in B-P churches we do not have the symbol of the 
cross (on the wall of the sanctuary), but only Bible verses. 
 
Worship must always be with proper thinking. You think very carefully why 
you worship. You cannot just do it ritualistically. When we sing hymns without 
focusing and understanding the lyrics, without heart and soul involvement, do 
you think God will accept such empty unthinking ritualistic singing? Of course 
not. It may be the best hymn, with the best music, or the most accurate 
theology, but because the worshipper did not sing it with concentration, and 
with a heart that was sincere and genuine, God will not accept. Even though 
it may be in truth, there was no spirit involved. Everything else may be 
correct, but not the heart. Do you think God will accept? God will not accept! 
That is why worship must be “in spirit and in truth”—the two cannot be 
separated; you must have both together. If worship is “in spirit (i.e. in 
sincerity)” but without truth, it is wrong. If worship is “in truth”, and purely 
ritual (i.e. no heart and soul involved), it is also wrong. It has to be both.  
 
Contemporary worship came about in the 1960s and 70s. Some people 
argued that hymns were also contemporary. (They were right—when hymns 
were first composed by the composers in the 19th and early 20th century, they 
are “contemporary” because the composers had just composed them.) 
However, they also argued, since it was allowed in the 18th/19th century to 
use contemporary words and music, why can’t we do the same today? Now 
that seems to be a logical argument except for one thing. In the 19th and 
early 20th century, Christianity in terms of its theology was very strong. The 
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Puritans were very much alive and the theological understanding of 
Christianity was very fundamental in those days. Therefore, the people who 
composed those hymns had very strong theological background and 
foundation. We can see this from the lyrics, where Christ is the focus, God is 
the focus, and the Spirit of God is the focus. It is very Bible-centered—God-
centered, in other words. But look at the 20th and 21st century. What has 
happened? In 1948, the World Council of Churches was born; Harold 
Ockenga shouted from the rooftop openly, “I’m now a Neo-Evangelical, I’m 
no longer a Fundamentalist”; the Charismatic Movement was born in 1906— 
Christianity has fallen away (which means that the theology from the 
Christian world has become so watered down and so corrupt). These are 
also the same people (many of whom have already fallen away) composing 
“songs,” no more hymns. And look at their lyrics—they are man-centered 
and very superficial. And the music they come up with is very sentimental, 
and it is focused on man rather than God. They borrow a lot of the genre 
from the world, and they have Christianized and brought them into the 
church.  
 
Christ is supposed to be the Head of the church. This means everything is 
supposed to be about Christ, and everything in the church must be based 
upon the Word of God. We try to make sure that the ministries to the children 
in Sunday School are Christ-centered and Bible-based so that you can trust 
your children to be properly taught by the teachers. The teachers are given a 
very strict code of conduct, and they have to sign a Statement of Faith 
because we know that you are entrusting your children to us. The children 
will join the adults for the first part of the service so that we can have family 
worship. But for the second part, they will leave us to hear God’s Word 
themselves. That is why we call it “Junior Worship”—it is not Sunday School. 
Sunday School is either before worship or after worship on Sunday. It is 
called “Junior Worship” on purpose because they are continuing worship, 
where they are now given God’s Word just as it is our turn now to receive 
God’s Word.  
 
When you look at the order of service, it is divided basically in two parts. The 
first part is from man to God—We praise Him; we worship Him; we give our 
tithes and offerings to Him, we thank Him for all that He has done for us in 
our life and for the past week in particular. The Lord’s Day is the beginning of 
a new week and we want to begin our week in the presence of God, seeking 
God’s blessings. The first part of the service is from us to God, but the 
second part (after pastoral prayer) is now God’s turn to speak to us. First 
part: we speak to God—so together as a family (with children joining us), we 
speak to God in praise and in worship. When they leave us after pastoral 
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prayer, it is now God’s turn to speak to us through His Word. It may be my 
voice but it is not my word, it is God’s Word that is speaking to you. This is 
worship, and we will try our best to study God’s Word, and to make sure we 
draw out the meaning in God’s Word when we expound it to you so that you 
will be sanctified.  
 
Some people think that music is “neutral.” The musical notes themselves are 
neutral just like the letters A to Z. But how you combine them (i.e. join them 
together) makes a world of difference. Some composition, when you read 
them, encourage your heart, some composition are filled with all kinds of 
nonsense and they conjure in your mind alot of evil, but both use the same 
alphabet system (letters A to Z). Music is not neutral. Those that are from the 
world are of the Devil. We are talking about worshipping God and not about 
you having your own musical diet. You want to listen to other music, fine, but 
choose very carefully and wisely. I mean, we love to sing many of our 
national songs for National Day, and some of them are better than others. If 
you want to sing those, fine, but we are not going to use them for worship. 
Just like God said to the people of Israel, “There’s clean food and unclean 
food; amongst all the clean food that you are permitted to eat, not all of them 
are good enough for worship, even though they may be good for you to 
consume.” For example, venison. A deer is a clean animal (i.e. they can eat 
it) but God did not include it as an animal that is acceptable for sin offering or 
for burnt offering.  
 
Some music may be palatable to you but you still have to choose very wisely 
and carefully. Rock-and-roll music can corrupt your mind, and once they 
corrupt your mind, they will corrupt your thinking and your worship, and your 
whole mood in worship will be corrupted. And just because you are permitted 
to decide and to choose, you cannot do so unwisely, you must still choose 
very carefully what kind of diet you have. But when it comes to worship, the 
standard is much higher than for your own personal consumption (because 
we are talking about worshipping the one living and true God). The theology 
behind it has to be Bible-based and the whole music system that we use has 
to focus on God and God alone. The pianist and the organist, when they 
play, whatever they play and how they play is important. The moment they 
play in a manner that draws attention to themselves, they will be counselled, 
and if they refuse to change, they will be asked to stop. Nobody here must 
draw attention to himself, everyone must focus only on Christ. That is why I 
don’t wear my pink suit. If I wear my pink suit and preach, would it disturb 
you? Or if I wear my Hawaiian shirt, will it disturb you? We wear very plain 
pastel-coloured shirt so that we would recede into the background. The only 
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person that must be in the foreground is Christ. Everyone of us must 
be “invisible.”  
 
Some of the mainline old-time churches have compromised. They have 
contemporary worship for the younger generation and conservative worship 
for their father, mother and grandparents. That kind of compromise is 
unbiblical. We do not change the truth just to pander to the whims and 
fancies of human beings. If we ever do that, then we might as well don’t 
call this a Christian church. The “Christian church” means it has to be about 
Christ (i.e. everything has to be Christ-centered and Bible-based). If you 
come in, you have to change to fit. We don’t change to fit you, or to suit you. 
We cannot bring in evil so that the young people can be satisfied. They want 
to leave? The door is there.  
 
We cannot bring shame to the Name of Christ. We are not here for the 
numbers, we are here for the truth. Christ has to be the singular, one and 
only focus—that means Christ and His Word (i.e. the Bible) has to be the 
one and only guide for everything we do. We try and we keep 
improving (we know that we have room for improvement) and we will try to 
make sure that every ministry is organized, and done according to the 
Scripture, because that is what “in spirit and in truth” (v. 24) means. And that 
is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ emphasized. He says “the hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth (i.e. no longer focus on location) : For the Father seeketh 
such to worship him” (v. 23). 
 
The local church is made up of Gentiles, and it is made up of people of 
different cultures and languages, and that is why worship is only required by 
God “in spirit (i.e. from your heart with all sincerity) and in truth (i.e. 
according to the Bible)” (v. 24). And these two (combined together) will 
bring about correct worship.  
 
The church may provide you with a godly, quiet and right environment, but 
that is all that the church can do. Now whether you are worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth, it is between you and the Lord. If you are not born again in 
Christ, there is no true worship even though you may sing all the hymns 
correctly and pitch-perfect. Because there is no spirit. You may be doing it in 
“truth” from a mechanical, outwardly, practical and superficial perspective, 
but there is no heart-and-soul involvement because you are not born again. 
That was what the Lord wanted this woman from Samaria to understand.  
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Even if you are truly born again in Christ, that does not mean, automatically, 
you can worship God. You have to live a holy life, and there must be no sin 
in you because the Lord says, “if you regard iniquity in your heart, I will not 
hear you” (cf. Psalm 66:18). This does not limit to prayer—it includes 
worship, and everything you do. That means you can sing and can do 
whatever you want but God says, “I’m not interested” because it comes from 
one who regards iniquity in his heart.  
 
Live a holy life Monday to Saturday so that Sunday is truly a day of blessed 
worship. The Lord’s Day is one of the best days of every believer’s life. Keep 
it holy. It will help you to be a holy witness for Christ to your family members, 
friends and loved ones. What they need from you the most is to see Jesus 
Christ in your life, which they are supposed to. That is how wonderful and 
important you are to the world that is dying in sin. And your worship with God 
is the key because if you are not living a holy life, it will be reflected by the 
manner in which you worship. You will drag your feet, come late, sing 
perfunctorily and not with your heart and soul, with meaning and 
understanding (i.e. in sincerity). Even though you may be doing it in “truth”—
because we have made sure the hymns are Bible-based, and the music all 
correct—but the “spirit” part is up to you. If it is not done from a heart that 
has been washed by the blood of Christ, or a life that has been lived in 
holiness from Monday to Saturday, the worship is a mask. It may be in the 
right kind of environment but it did not come from a heart that is right 
with God.  
 
God provided Israel with a very good environment (for worship) when He 
gave them the Tabernacle. Everything was good except at the first inaugural 
service, the two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, offered strange fire, 
probably because they were drunk. (When you are drunk, you will offer your 
offering in a manner that is not in spirit.) Even though it may be done 
(superficially and outwardly) correctly (because it was their first service), 
God sent fire to consume them (because they were drunk), and gave Aaron 
a new set of rules. Every priest that is on duty is not supposed to touch any 
fruit of the vine, not even grapes, because God does not want them to abuse 
worship. They were the only ones who could be mediators between God and 
man. (And when they do so in drunkenness—even though they may do it 
correctly outwardly—the mind and the heart is not there.) That is why God 
was very strict with the priests. And do you know who are the priests today? 
All truly born-again believers. God calls us “holy priests” and “royal priests”  
—kings and priests—that is who you and I are. And who are the people who 
need us the most? The people who are outside Christ in your life, and 
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brothers and sisters in Christ. That is how crucial and important you are, and 
that is why God kept you alive after your salvation and did not take you 
home. God continues to give you health (and a sound mind). What have you 
and I been doing with it? Have you and I been using it to further our own 
desires, whereby our lives are not a blessing, and we have not helped 
anyone to become closer to Christ or point them to Christ? Then we have 
failed them and we have failed the Lord. Just like the priests, you are the only 
mediators on earth between God and man. If you are truly born again, you 
must understand that you are in that privileged position.  
 
Worship has to be biblical. The contemporary worship is of the Devil. It is not 
of God (because of its lyrics, man-centered music, and Christianizing of the 
rock-and-roll music of the god of this world). That is why contemporary 
worship has to be completely rejected and must never be used for worship. 
You do not borrow ideas and things from the Devil to worship the one living 
and true God. God and the Devil do not have any fellowship. Therefore, we 
must maintain this separation.  
 
Contemporary worship is very carnal, very desirable, very attractive. That is 
why you have all these mega churches. When people come to our type of 
church, they find our worship service “boring,” but it is Christ-centered and 
reverential, not boring. It focuses on Christ, not on man.  
 

************************ 
 
The above sermon was preached by the Rev (Dr) Quek Suan Yew at the  
morning service of Calvary Pandan BPC on 26 August 2018; transcribed by 
Alicia Lam, and edited for publication by Karen Lee. Full sermon is available 

at http://calvarypandan.sg/sermons/mws. 
. 
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Book Summary: 

Dan Lucarini’s 

“Why I Left the 
Contemporary  

Christian Music 
Movement: 
Confessions of a 
Former Worship 
Leader ”    

By  Joanna Hung  

Dan Lucarini was a contemporary praise and worship leader before he left 
the Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) movement. This book is a personal 
testimony of how the Lord brought him out of the movement to hold to a 
sacred music position. Through his testimony, Lucarini tried to refute, in the 
light of Scriptures, arguments that were commonly used to defend CCM, and 
gave biblical grounds to separate from it. He seeks to address those who say 
that any kind of music (rock, pop, jazz, punk, country and western, rap, or 
whatever music that ‘turns people on’) is perfectly legitimate for use in 
worship and evangelism, and it was from his deeply-involved experience of 
the modern music scene in the past, and his biblical convictions, that this 
book was written. 
 
The author began by illustrating a scene of butterflies being scattered on the 
beach–a phenomenon observed when he and his wife were on a vacation. A 
huge and violent storm had blown the butterflies onto the beach, leaving its 
wings torn and tattered. The CCM movement is likened to that mighty storm. 
In the 1990s, this movement blew into church services accompanied by 
powerful forces, and those who got in the way were like the butterflies, swept 
away by their proponents, wounded during the violent journey, and finally 
dumped on the beach to perish. Some may never fly again, because their 
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spirits were too tattered and torn by the storm’s forces. Others had their 
souls weighed down by the immorality, deception and divisiveness that 
accompanied the CCM storm. 
 
Lucarini shares various views from the proponents of CCM, in Chapters  
8-16, and how each and every (false) justification for CCM is “just” to them 
only because it seeks to satisfy man’s fleshly lusts and selfish desires. Some 
of these views are : 
 
1. “We can use any contemporary music style in our praise and worship 
service and God will accept it. In other words, come as you are.” (p. 37) 
 
In response to such claim, Lucarini argues that the phrase “come as you are” 
more often meant ”remain as you are” as far as their music, language, 
clothing and social habits are concerned. However, when we become 
disciples of Christ, Christ expects us to sin no more, to show a change in our 
affections from idols to Him, and to turn from the lusts of the world and love 
Him. 
 
2. “God wants to affirm us through worship, to make us feel good about 
ourselves with the result that we will have this grand experience of feeling 
higher and higher.” (p. 56) 
 
Lucarini points out how the CCM proponents have erred in their notion of 
worship when they claim that God wants to “affirm” believers through 
worship. Not only do they raise their faces and hands up to God, and call it 
worship, they also claim that by doing so, they feel closer to God, and 
accepted for who they are! However, when we try to feel an experience of 
affirmation from worship, we are not worshipping God. We are worshipping 
our own egos. True biblical worship should result in bowing down and feeling 
lowly in the presence of a holy God with a sense of holy fear. 
 
3. “It’s just a matter of personal preference and taste. We should not judge 
one another as God made all different kinds of people and gave them 
different tastes in music.” (p. 80)      
                                                                                                              
To such claim, Lucarini argues that there are clear principles in Scripture that 
teach us to diligently avoid any personal preference or style that could be 
associated with evil. There are also limits to our freedom to use our personal 
preferences. We should avoid all music styles that could be associated in 
any way with today’s evil and immorality. We should not use them in church 
or in our private lives. If the music we prefer is an offence to our weaker 
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brother and causes him to stumble, we should never listen to that music in 
front of him again. 

 
The author also warned, in Chapter 17, about the dangers of having a 
“blended” service (which is a result of compromise when fundamental 
churches yield to the pressure of CCM movement). He also highlighted 
some differences in the objectives of worship between the Traditional and 
Contemporaries (p. 120): 
 
In the closing chapters of the book (Chapters 18-19), the author also shared 
some practical guidelines on how a church can be wary of CCM creeping 
into the worship service. The only standard for objectivity in telling the 
difference between “bad” and “good” music is the Bible. We must learn the 
biblical principles that would enable us to discern questionable practices and 
avoid evil. May the Lord be merciful to protect us from the wiles of CCM and 
to keep us faithful till He returns. 

 
************************ 

  
The Traditional 

 

 
The Contemporary 

 
What is the primary 

purpose of the  
worship service? 

 

 
To prepare hearts for the 

preaching. 

 
To usher people into the 

presence of God. 

 
What tends to be  

emphasized? 
 

 
The preaching 

 
The music 

 
What is the primary 
motive in selecting  

music? 
 

 
 

Does God like it? 

 
 

Do the people like it? 

 
What is the  

secondary motive for 
selecting music? 

 

 
 

Do the people like it? 

 
 

Does God like it? 

 
What is the primary 

indicator of a  
successful service? 

 
I was really convicted by 
the Word of God today!  

(i.e. truth-based) 
 

 
I really worshipped God 

today!  
(i.e. experience-based) 
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The Directory of Contemporary Worship Musicians was compiled by            
Dr David Cloud to warn against contemporary worship musicians and the 
songs they produced. It gives biographical accounts of not less than 131 
worship bands, singers and song-writers whose works are being used in the 
20th and 21st century to promote the end-time one-world church. In these 
accounts, Cloud gives concise details of how these worship musicians began 
in the musical arena, as well as their associations and activities, and seeks 
to show how they are, in reality, using music to promote the work of the Devil 
instead of the kingdom of God. Although the author has wisely refrained from 
calling them “Contemporary Christian Musicians” in his book title, these 
worship musicians are self-professing “Christians” claiming to do the will of 
God through the songs they produced “in the name of Christ”. They identify 
themselves as “Christian” (and not secular) musicians, yet they present to 
others a “Christ” that is not of the Bible, causing much confusion in 
Christianity today.  
 
Dr David Cloud seeks to warn readers of these influential worship musicians 
in his Directory and to expose their errors. He does so skillfully by giving 
them an entry of their own in the book which is arranged in an alphabetical 
order for easy reference. Readers can easily search for information 
pertaining to an individual or a group without having to read the book from 
cover to cover. A list of these contemporary worship musicians can also be 
conveniently obtained from the Table of Contents found in this book. 
However, more than just a directory, this book was also written in defence of 
the faith against end-time heresies. Without disrupting the alphabetical 
arrangement of the entries, the author managed to weave in the history of 
contemporary praise music, its association with the charismatic movement, 
as well as its neo-evangelical spirit and ecumenical agenda. He also seeks 

Book Summary: 

David Cloud’s 
“Directory of 
Contemporary 
Worship Musicians”    

Directory of Contemporary Worship Musicians.      
MI: Way of Life Literature, 2017. 510pp. 
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to show from the Scriptures how Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) is led 
by “another spirit” and not the Spirit of God (see Cloud’s Introduction to his 
Directory). These were done with such smooth transition that readers can 
use the book not only as a directory but also read it as a whole in its 
progressive order to understand more about the history and error of CCM 
and its proponents. 
 
Most of the worship musicians mentioned in the book are based in the United 
States of America from whence the author came. They have gained for 
themselves not only nationwide popularity through the awards they had won, 
but also an international audience with the help of the mass media and 
today’s social media. The author warns his readers how these individuals 
and groups may not be who they profess to be (i.e. Christians) by showing 
how shallow some of their conversion testimonies can be with no mention of 
sin, repentance and the Gospel of Jesus that saves (see, for instance, pp. 
25, 50, 51, 397, 432-4, 437, 462) and how sinful their lives continue to be 
after their so-called “conversion”. Cloud, in his book, gives replete examples 
of the sins they indulge themselves in and which also characterize them. Not 
only are many of them involved in drugs and alcohol, they also live a 
promiscuous life, committing adultery, fornication and all kinds of immorality. 
Homosexuality was also rampant in the CCM circles, as testified by rock 
musician Kirk Franklin himself (see p. 131). Franklin even confessed in his 
biography how he was living in sin, having his mind occupied with sinful 
thoughts even while he was “performing God’s music” (see pp. 130-131).  
 
In an objective critique of these contemporary worship musicians, the author 
shows how their sinful lives (which they live and which they also advocate 
through their music) are a result of a warped understanding of biblical 
salvation and other doctrines of the Bible, and stem ultimately from a desire 
to please man and themselves. Amy Grant, dubbed “Queen of Christian 
Pop”, for instance, taught the heretical doctrine of baptismal regeneration 
through her song “Walking in the Light” (see pp. 171-2). She also taught 
heresies through the life that she lives. When the People magazine (a 
popular secular American magazine with readership of millions) observed 
her lack of holiness in one of her music videos, she said in an interview with 
them that “Christians can be sexy. What I’m doing is a good thing” (see pp. 
168, 171). Grant also admitted unashamedly in the Rolling Stones magazine 
that she was trying to look sexy to sell a record (see p. 168). In 1999, Grant 
filed for divorce from her husband of 16 years, just because she did not love 
him anymore and had given her heart to another man whom she married a 
year later (see p. 162). When her sin was reproved, Grant lashed out at 
those who would judge her (see p. 164), giving others (especially her 
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followers) the wrong impression that it is wrong for one to judge sin. Such 
“judge-not” philosophy of Amy Grant is common among CCM musicians, and 
they would use it to accuse Christians who loved them enough to reprove 
sins in their lives (see p. 438). Cloud did not hesitate to correct such 
erroneous philosophy by pointing his readers back to what the Bible says 
about judging another person (see pp. 164-165). Citing verses such as from 
Ephesians 5:11, Cloud reminds Christians that they are to “have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” 
Instead of reproving the unfruitful works of darkness, Grant and other CCM 
musicians participated actively in these works, and even advocated them. 
  
Like many CCM musicians, Amy Grant aims to bridge Christianity and the 
world through her music and was one of the first CCM artists to achieve 
crossover pop success in the secular field. Cloud shows, in his book, how 
CCM artists such as Grant would attempt to achieve that by purposely 
“avoiding direct messages” so that their secular fans would not reject their 
music (see p. 166). Although CCM artists would invariably claim that they do 
this to gain a wider audience for the Christian message, Cloud shows that 
this cannot be the case since there is no clear Gospel message in the songs 
that they sing, and their lyrics are so vague that they can be taken to mean 
what the listeners like them to mean (see also his critique of Marsha 
Stevens’ song in pp. 49-50). The message preached in these CCM songs is 
not only unclear, it is also unscriptural. Many of the songs produced by CCM 
musicians do not even mention Christ (eg. Grant’s “Behind the Eyes” album, 
see p. 166; and her “Heart in Motion” album, see p. 169), and they show little 
regard for Him and His words. Cloud also shows how many of these 
musicians may not be born-again in the first place. For instance, B.J. 
Thomas who had four of his “gospel music” albums went platinum in sales 
openly renounced his claim to be a born-again Christian in a 2005 interview 
(see pp. 433-4). Like many other CCM musicians, his so-called conversion 
testimony was never backed up by a biblical change in thinking, doctrine and 
life. He remained immersed in the world of pop music, and his “gospel music” 
retained the “sensual music of the world and featured shallow lyrics with a 
broad appeal rather than solid Scripture” (Cloud, p. 433). Money (and not 
Christ), as Cloud pointedly concludes, is the “major driving factor that runs 
throughout the CCM industry” (p. 434).  
 
In their attempt to “bridge” Christianity and the world, and to please their 
audience, CCM musicians see no difficulty removing Christ and anything that 
would offend from their songs. They also seek to erase the boundaries that 
clearly divide Christ and the world, believers and unbelievers, truth and  
error. Instead of practicing biblical separation, they seek to unite at the 
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expense of God’s truth and warnings. They even attempt to undo God’s work 
during the 16th Century Reformation by identifying Roman Catholics as one 
of them and by joining hands with them to promote the ecumenical agenda of 
the CCM movement. Cloud shows how this was seen in the example of 
Grant and her first husband, who joined Roman Catholic singer Kathy 
Troccoli with 40 other CCM musicians to record the song Love One Another. 
Not only did they teach errors by their actions, they also did so through their 
song which has an ecumenical theme that seeks to tear down 
denominational divisions. Chris Tomlin, one of the most influential 
contemporary worship songwriters, also holds to the unscriptural ecumenical 
philosophy that is typical of the CCM crowd. Cloud cites him saying in the 
August 2003 issue of Christianity Today that “conservatives and charismatics 
can stand in one room, listening to the same music, worshipping the one true 
God. Music unites” (see p. 435). However, Cloud also shows that the unity 
CCM musicians seek to achieve through their music is not a biblical unity 
that is grounded in the truth of God’s Word, and faith in the God of the Bible. 
Tomlin not only tries to convey the false idea that conservative Christians 
and charismatics worship the same God, he also communicates a false 
message by having close ecumenical relationship with the Roman Catholics 
(see pp. 436).  
 
Apart from contemporary worship musicians, Cloud also includes in his 
directory a documentation of others who have a part in the CCM movement 
and in promoting such music. This includes music publishing companies like 
Maranatha Music, Integrity Music; churches such as Calvary Chapel 
(California), Saddleback Church (California), Brooklyn Tabernacle Church 
(New York); and institution such as Christ for the Nation. Cloud also warns 
about the Alpha Course (an evangelistic program that seeks to unite 
Conservatives, Charismatics, and Roman Catholics) as well as ecumenists 
such as Billy Graham. Besides these, the author also includes brief articles 
such as “The False Christs and False Gods of CCM”, “Homosexuality and 
CCM”, “Rome and CCM”, and “Secular Rock and CCM” to warn his readers.  
 
Cloud’s Directory contains rich documentation of individuals and groups who 
are either actively producing or indirectly promoting music that feeds the 
charismatic-ecumenical movement that is sweeping across churches today. 
Cloud not only gives objective critique of what they do, say and believe with 
the help of primary sources, he also exposes and corrects their errors in light 
of Scripture, and does so as one who had loved the kind of music that they 
do in his “hippie” days before he was converted to Christ (see p. 496). True 
to his calling as a Bible teacher and defender, Cloud shows unyielding 
faithfulness to God’s truth, and demonstrates holy zeal and courage in his 
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defence of the same. In exposing and correcting the errors of CCM and its 
proponents, Cloud also makes use of every opportunity he had to exhort his 
readers in the truth of God’s Word. 
 
Readers will be warned, in Cloud’s Directory, of famous rock groups such as 
Hillsong, Casting Crowns, Big Daddy Weave, Newsong; individuals such as 
Israel Houghton (famous for his song “Here Am I to Worship”), Marty 
Nystrom and Karen Lafferty (who wrote the song “As the Deer” and “Seek 
Ye First” respectively), Don Moen (who wrote the popular contemporary 
song “God Will Make a Way”), et al., and shown why they should have no 
part with these artists or their music. Cloud also rises the alarm against 
artists such as Stuart Townend, Keith and Kristyn Getty, et al., who advertise 
themselves as “modern hymn writers” but are producing transition and 
bridge songs (such as Townend’s “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”, and 
“In Christ Alone” by Townend/Getty) to draw conservative Bible churches 
into the CCM snare. They are more dangerous than others for the lyrics to 
their songs can be doctrinally sound and their soft rock ballad style (as 
opposed to the heavy rock & roll) made it easy for their songs to be 
considered “safe” by traditional churches. Yet they are no better than other 
CCM musicians, and their aim is still to bring together the “broader church” 
through the music they produce (see pp. 439-40). Cloud cautions 
conservative churches who have become tolerant of such soft rock 
contemporary hymns that they are essentially “walking on a bridge that leads 
to a place they say they are against [i.e. full-blown CCM]” (see p. 441), and 
they are doing so without even realizing that they are being manipulated. We 
who are Bible-Presbyterians would do well also to take heed.  
 
Cloud’s Directory shows extensive research into the associations and 
activities of these contemporary worship musicians. Whenever a charge is 
laid against these contemporary worship musicians, it is done with objectivity 
and supported by citations from primary sources. The author never fails to 
use God’s Word as the standard to ascertain whether what they do is of God 
and to decide whether the songs they produce can be used by Christians 
who love and fear the Lord. Easy to read, and packed with valuable 
information, Cloud’s Directory will serve as a helpful reference for every 
Christian to educate and to guard them against the deception that abounds 
in these last days. It will also be of particular usefulness to church leaders 
and those who are involved in the music ministry. 

 
************************ 

The Directory of Contemporary Worship Musicians is available for               
free download at Way of Life Literature website (https://www.wayoflife.org/). 
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“Music is next to theology” said Martin Luther. This was often quoted by the 
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow when he taught the Bible and Theology at the Far 
Eastern Bible College (FEBC). I was a student there from 1985 to 1989. The 
Rev Tow truly believed this, and used music to teach the Bible and Theology 
to his students. I remember him teaching “Old Testament History in Song.” 
The biblical accounts were put into song sung to the tune of familiar hymns. 
He used music as a teaching tool to help his students remember God’s 
Word—an effective way of hiding God’s Word in our heart, “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).  
 
The hymns reflect his twofold ministry as pastor and theologian. As a pastor, 
he wrote hymns like “Our God Is a Loving Father” and “Courage, Weary 
Sons and Daughters” to comfort and encourage the battered and sorrowing 
heart. These hymns remind believers to look up to their Heavenly Father 
always for all their material and emotional needs. They are spiritually 
therapeutic. He also wrote hymns on the Second Coming of Christ. He 
believed that the Lord Jesus was coming back very soon, and that believers 
have everything to look forward to when Jesus returns. Hymns like “In the 
New Jerusalem” and “Jesus Christ Is Coming” speak to that. The lovely 
thoughts in these hymns are sure to lift the reader and singer out of 
discouragement or depression. The return of Christ is our blessed hope 
(Titus 2:13).  
 
As a theologian, he was a strong and uncompromising defender of the 
Christian faith. He wrote to warn against false doctrines and called people to 
separate from unbelief and apostasy, “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?... 
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Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty”  (2 Corinthians 6:14,17,18). In his effort to “earnestly contend for 
the faith” (Jude 3), he wrote such hymns as “Living Faith,” “Come Out from 
the Church Apostate,” “The King James Version versus the Hundred 
Versions.” His hymns on doctrine sought to teach and defend God’s Word 
and Truth, to warn against false Christs and false prophets especially in 
these last days, and to encourage believers to live a faithful and successful 
Christian life to the glory of God.  
 
Selected John Sung choruses and Chinese hymns by Dr Calvin Chao,         
Dr Chia Yu Ming, Miss Chiau Wei Chen, the Rev Jason Linn, the Rev John E 
Su, and the Rev Newton Y T Tsiang translated into English by the            
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow are found in this volume. Also included are hymns by 
Dr Chan Kay Heem, Miss Gloria Ho, the Rev Lek Aik Wee, Mr Christopher 
Tan, Dr S H Tow, and one other who have in one way or another been 
infuenced and blessed by the ministry of the Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow.  
 
The Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow was called home to be with the Lord on 20 April 
2009. Now home with the Lord, he is no doubt singing heavenly melodies in 
holy worship of his God even his Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. We urge all 
who have a copy of this historical and commemorative hymnbook to use it 
regularly, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16). Singing such 
heavenly melodies is a prelude to what we will do when the Lord Jesus 
Christ comes back. We will all be singing “a new song, saying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: 
and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9,10). Soli Deo Gloria!  

 
 

************************ 
 

The above is an extract of the Foreword by Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo  
(Pastor of True-Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, and Principal of the Far 

Eastern Bible College). Digital copy of the hymnbook as well as the Chinese 
translation of Rev Tow’s hymns are available for free download at:  

http://www.truelifebpc.org.sg/resources/heavenly_melodies.  
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Psalm 30:4  

“Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give 

thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.” 

 

 

The Word of God exhorts us to be singing saints! God’s 

people must sing to give thanks to the LORD. Though we 

can give thanks to God without singing, such as by prayer, 

we are here encouraged to sing to give thanks to Him. 

Psalm 147:7 likewise tells us to “Sing unto the LORD with 

thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God.” Our 

singing should never be without thanksgiving to God. 

 

God’s saints ought to get together to sing His praises in 

thanksgiving. Let there be joyful singing unto His Name 

among His people. Let our homes be filled with songs of His 

praise, rather than the music of the world. Let us also sing 

praises to Him in our hearts.  

 

Render not our voices to stir up the memories of carnal 

pleasures and unholy mirth. Instead, as our text reminds us, 

let us sing and give thanks “at the remembrance of his 

holiness.” We should not sing to promote sin, but to exalt the 

holiness of God!  

 

Those who sing and give thanks at the remembrance of His 

holiness are those who love His holiness. They are thankful 

that they are saved from their sin and imputed with His 

perfect righteousness. They are thankful that they are called 

to be partakers of the blessings of His holiness. They rejoice in 

the holy laws of God that keep them away from sinning. 

They rejoice in the unfailing promises of their holy God, who 

is ever faithful to keep all His words to them. 
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God’s people should not be singing the carnal and unholy 

doctrines of men, which corrupt themselves and their 

hearers. Their pleasure must be in the songs that promote the 

holy doctrines which the LORD has given unto them in His 

Word. Let the testimony of Psalm 119:54 be true of us that 

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 

pilgrimage.” Pilgrims to heaven are happy to sing the songs 

of their holy God. They endure their trials and overcome their 

temptations as they journey through this world by singing 

unto their LORD, they strengthen their resolve to be holy unto 

Him. May our singing always stir within us a grateful 

consecration to divine holiness. Oh, what delight it is to turn 

from the misery of sin to the beauty of His holiness. Oh, 

rejoice and praise our most holy God with our songs! 

 

 

 

 
(365 Daily Devotions from God’s Word by Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy, Apr 23 entry) 
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Testimony: 

“Call to Salvation and 
to Full-time Service” 
By  Hadassah Chew 

I thank God for giving me godly parents who bring me to Church every week 
and teach me God’s Word. When I was about 5-years-old, I came home one 
Saturday night with a children’s tract after my parents attended the Adults’ 
Fellowship meeting in my previous church. My dad read the tract to me and 
said the sinner’s prayer with me (I think). Although I am not sure if that was 
the exact time that I believed in Christ, there were evidences in my life that 
made me certain that I had believed in Christ from a young age. There was 
once I lied about something when I was about 7, and was so convicted of my 
sin through a Sunday School lesson, and having thought about it for a while, 
I confessed to the persons involved.  
 
In my primary school days, I often forgot to do my quiet time, but when I 
entered YF at the age of 12 or 13, I realized its importance and started to do 
my quiet time more regularly. I thank God for using the YF to help me grow 
spiritually and know more of God’s Word.  
 
There were other instances in my life where I had strayed far away from 
God, but God was always gracious and merciful to draw me back with His 
everlasting arms of love. When I was 15, I was very caught up with school, 
CCA, and friends, and started to neglect God. The Lord chastised me and 
brought many difficulties in my life because I was not depending on Him. By 
His grace, my spiritual walk took a turn for the better, bit by bit. After my ‘A’ 
levels, through the FEBC classes I was able to attend, God drew me much 
closer to Him as I studied more of His Word, and searched out His will for me 
in my life. God was also gracious to place people in my life to reach out to 
and bring to church, and gave me more areas to serve in. 
 
Although my testimony of salvation might not be as drastic as others’, having 
been brought up in a Christian home, I thank God for His saving grace upon 
me. I thank God for giving me the truth right from the start, such that I did not 
have to grope around, not knowing the way of salvation. I thank God for 
giving me parents who teach me His Word and bring me up in His ways.  
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Though undeserving, God has chosen a filthy and sinful creature like me, 
and loved me from eternity past. He has given His only begotten Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to live, die, and rise again, such that I no longer face the 
penalty of sin and death. He has also given me the faith to believe in Him, 
and it is but my reasonable service to return this life I owe to Him.  
 
The thought about entering the full-time ministry first came when I was taking 
FEBC day classes after my ‘A’ levels in 2016. As I was spending a lot of time 
with the students, it made me think about what God wanted me to do with my 
life. However, I knew at that point in time, it was God’s will for me to go into 
NUS Life Science.  
 
The next semester, in July 2016, I had the opportunity to attend about three 
weeks of FEBC classes before school started in August. During the day of 
prayer, I was talking to an FEBC student during the break, and somehow she 
asked me to pray about serving the Lord full-time. I kept this thought in my 
heart, and the first time I prayed to God to ask Him if it was His will was the 
next day, before chapel hour.  
 
That day, the passage that was preached on was from Isaiah 41. Verses 8-
10 struck me—“But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 
the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the ends of 
the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, 
Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. Fear thou 
not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.” Verse 9, in particular, gripped my heart so tightly, as if God 
was telling me that He had taken me from the ends of the earth and chosen 
me to serve Him. Throughout that whole day and the next few days, I kept on 
praying if the Lord was really calling me.  
 
However, this thought soon took a backseat for many months and it was only 
in April 2017 that I started to pray about it more. There were many times that 
God spoke to me through my quiet time and through messages, but I was 
still unsure if He was really calling me or if I had just made it up in my mind.  
 
In August 2017, certain situations caused me to think about my life and what 
God wanted me to do. Just when I got really stressed and overwhelmed 
thinking about life, God used someone to send Isaiah 41:10 to the FCM 
group chat. “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness.” This reminded me of the day I first  
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prayed to the Lord to show me His will regarding full-time. It comforted me 
that God who has called me to be wherever He wanted me to be is with me, 
and will strengthen, help, and uphold me.  
 
About two weeks later, I was thinking about life again and God allowed the 
same verse to be sent into the group chat yet again. I knew it was not by 
chance that this verse was being sent twice and just at the right time.  
 
Towards the end of 2017, I started praying consistently before every 
message I heard and every time I did my quiet time, that God would show 
me His will. There were a few instances that I was still not sure if God was 
really speaking to me or if I was making things up in my mind, but as I 
continued to pray consistently, it made me wonder if God had already shown 
me His will but I was not willing to submit to it. So I started praying for 
obedience and sensitivity to His will.   
 
On 14 January 2018, I prayed as per usual before the Sunday service 
message that God will convict me through His Word to make me know for 
sure that this was His will, and that I will have a spirit of obedience. The 
message was on 1 Peter 1:1-2—“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” This message 
convicted me that God was the One who elects before the foundation of the 
world, and I was to yield to the Spirit who will sanctify me. I was reminded 
that I must also trust in the blood of Christ who can forgive all my sins, and 
this should spur me on to serve Him. When the preacher asked, “Is there any 
aspect of your life you are holding back,” it was when I realised that I was 
holding back my life.  
 
After the service, I continued to pray that God will confirm this calling. That 
same Sunday, I happened to attend Calvary Pandan’s 4.30pm Bible Study 
because we did not have choir that day. I had no idea what the Bible Study 
was on, but just prayed that if it really was God’s will, that He will speak yet 
again. The Bible Study was on Job 33, and God used verse 14 to rebuke 
me— “For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.” I was 
rebuked of how God had spoken to me so many times and yet I still did not 
want to believe and obey Him.  
 
Yet, I wanted one last confirmation. That same Sunday, I pleaded with the 
Lord to confirm His call one last time through the Sunset message. The  
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message was on how the LORD was testing and seeing the faith of Abraham 
when He asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. Abraham’s immediate obedience 
to God struck me, and made me realize how this whole time of seeking 
God’s will was a test to see if I would really love God above all else on this 
earth. That day, I was sure of God’s calling, and prayed that He will help me 
to follow and obey Him.  
 
God was gracious to further confirm this call through night class the next day, 
where we learnt about the call of Gideon. When Gideon prayed in Judges 
6:39 for one more sign, it reminded me of how I was pleading with the Lord 
for one more sign the previous day. Judges 6:39 says, “Let not thine anger 
be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, 
but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon 
all the ground let there be dew.” I felt comforted to know that I did not make a 
wrong prayer by asking God for one last sign. The testimony shared during 
the night class of how God prepares bit by bit comforted me to trust that God 
will see me through each step of the way as I obey Him in faith.   
 
I thank God for constantly reminding me through His Word whenever I 
started to be fearful or uncertain again, and do pray that God will continue to 
lead and guide me, to help me return this life I owe. Please pray for me as I 
start my studies in FEBC, that God will keep me faithful to Him. All praise 
and glory to God.  
 

 
************************ 

Hadassah is a member of Truth Bible-Presbyterian Church (Singapore)    
and she has began her studies as a Master of Divinity (MDiv) student at the 

Far Eastern Bible College in July 2019.  
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Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 25 to 28 Jan 2019” 
By  Hazel Chew 

Team Members: Rev Dennis Kwok (Leader), Eld Winston, Soh Han & Hazel 
Chew, Martin & Susan Cheong, Chan May Ling 
Objectives: To (1) rejoice with Lively Hope BPC on their 8th Anniversary,     
(2) visit their new premises and (3) see Bro Bun Kouy’s ministry in Puom Jor 
Long village. 
 
The missions team left for Cambodia on 25 January (Fri) for a four-day 
missions trip. 
 
Day 1 (Fri, 25 Jan) 
Upon arrival at Phnom Penh International Airport, we travelled to 
Sihanoukville by van. It was a tiring five-hour journey. Most of the vehicles on 
the road were heavy trucks. The road conditions in parts of Sihanoukville 
were very bad with many potholes and much water-ponding. After dinner, we 
checked into our hotel, a nice chalet-style oasis in the midst of brown and 
dusty construction sites. Rev Dennis led us in the evening devotion from 
Psalm 92 before we rested for the night. 
 
Day 2 (Sat, 26 Jan) 
We were woken up very early by the crowing of the cockerel. We met for 
morning devotion and were briefed on the activities of the day. After 
breakfast at the hotel, our first stop was Lively Hope BPC where we 
fellowshipped with 
Pr John Saray and 
his family. Pr John 
shared how there 
was an increasing 
number of casinos 
in Sihanoukville. 
Currently, there are 
about 83 casinos, 
and counting. Many 
of the teenagers 
are enticed to leave 
school to get jobs in 
the casinos so that they can earn quick money at an early age. 

 

Missions Team with Pr John Saray & family 
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There was also an increase in the number of migrant workers from China 
working in construction sites and casino-related work. Auntie Lydia (Pr 
John’s wife) shared that it could be dangerous to go out at night to certain 
places. There was one occasion when their son, Jonathan, was alone buying 
things from a provision shop, and a Chinese man forced him to take and 
smoke a cigarette. 
 
Another struggle that Pr John and family had was the relocating of their 
church because it meant that they had to establish their ministry all over 
again. As a result of their recent move, they lost most of the members from 
their previous location. Nonetheless, we thank God that children staying near 
the new church premises started coming to the church. Now there are about 
20 children attending the church regularly. 
 
We then met Bro Bun Kouy at 
the outreach in Puom Jor 
Long village. He was sharing 
the Gospel in English to the 
village children at a rented 
shelter. About twenty to thirty 
children attend his class on 
Saturdays regularly. He also 
holds Sunday School at the 
shelter on a weekly basis. 
After the classes, he takes 
the opportunity to visit the 
children’s parents, or to reach out to residents of the nearby villages. 
 
Currently, Bro Bun Kouy is staying in the premises of the church that his 
brother (Rev Tan Cheng) pastors, and he will go to the outreach during the 
day. He intends to buy a piece of land near this rented shelter so that he can 
go about his ministry more effectively. 
 
Thank God for a good fellowship lunch with Bro Bun Kouy and Sis Srey 
Nang. We then proceeded to visit Rev Tan Cheng’s church and his 
kindergarten ministry.  
 
We also visited the new piece of land that Pr John bought. He intends to use 
it as a permanent place to build a church in the future, as the Lord leads. 
 
Rev Dennis had a session of pre-marital counselling for Bro Bun Kouy and 
Sis Srey Nang before they were to be united in Holy Matrimony on Monday 

 

Ministry to the children at Puom Jor Long Village 
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(28/1). The Truth BOE also had a meeting with Pr John to find out more 
about his needs and challenges. The day ended with fellowship dinner with 
him and his family.  
 
Day 3 (Sun, 27 Jan) 
We were at Lively Hope BPC when they conducted their Sunday School in 

the morning. Auntie May 
Ling took the opportunity 
to sort out their church 
accounts with Pr John. 
The Aunties helped out a 
little with the preparation 
of the Anniversary 
refreshments. At 3pm, we 
gathered again in the 
church and rejoiced with 
Lively Hope BPC on their 

8th Anniversary. Rev Dennis preached from Psalm 2. The Sunday School 
children presented two song items, and our missions team presented 
“Amazing Grace” in English and Khmer.  
 
Prs Liv Rotha, Chan Sopheak and Kiet Thaven came over from Kampot to 
rejoice with Lively Hope BPC. The Truth BOE took the opportunity to meet 
up with them, to pray and to find out their needs and challenges, as well as 
to share with them the expectations and requirements TMS has for their 
ministries. During dinner with Pr Sopheak and family, and Pr Thaven, we had 
the opportunity to witness to a handicapped man. We invited him to attend 
Lively Hope BPC. Pr Sopheak will liaise with Pr John so that Pr John can 
follow up with this man. 
 
Day 4 (Mon, 28 Jan) 
On Monday morning, after devotion, we had an early breakfast and set off on 
the five-hour van ride to Phnom Penh Airport to fly back to Singapore. 
Although tiring, the journey was smooth. 
 
Thank God for granting us a safe and fruitful trip. Do continue to keep the 
Cambodian preachers in prayer, that they will be faithful servants of the Lord. 
 

 
 

************************ 

 

Lively Hope 8th Anniversary (27 Jan 2019) 
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Missions Trip Report: 

By  Rev Dennis Kwok 

It was a one-man team that left 
Singapore for Cambodia on 
Friday, 22 March, and I was 
met by Pr Rotha at the Phnom 
Penh Airport. Thank God we 
arrived safely in Kampot in less 
than four hours. On Saturday 
afternoon, I conducted a 3-hour 
seminar on “The Role of 
Husband, Wife and Children” at 
True Faith BPC. About 15 
attended the seminar. Due to time constraints, I only managed to cover the 
role of the Christian husband and wife. The topic on the role of children will 
be covered another time, God-willing. There was a time of Q-&-A at the end 
of the seminar. I thank God for a blessed seminar.  
 
On Sunday morning at 8am, I spoke to the children at True Faith Sunday 
School. I shared with them the need to share the Good News of salvation 
with those who are still outside God’s kingdom, and challenged them to be 
like the four lepers in 2 Kings 7:1-6 who had found food at the enemies’ 
camps and went and share the good news with their own people in Samaria 
who were suffering from hunger. After the Sunday School, I was able to 
attend the 9am Worship 
Service at True Gospel BPC, 
where Pr Sopheak was both 
the chairman and preacher. 
Even though it was conducted 
in the Khmer language, I was 
able to worship together with 
them in spirit. At 2pm, together 
with Pr Sopheak, I visited the 
new outreach in Beung 
Tabream village which is about 
15 minutes away from True 
Gospel BPC. God opened this door of ministry about a month ago through 
the home-going of brother Rinah who had liver failure. At Rinah’s funeral, 

 

Seminar held at True Faith BPC 

 

New Outreach Ministry of True Gospel BPC 
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many of his neighbours came, and many of them heard the Gospel for the 
first time and were interested. As a result, Pr Sopheak was able to gather 
about 20 children for Sunday School, and as many as 10 elderlies for Bible 
Study on a weekday. Thank God for opening this door of ministry. May the 
Gospel seed fall on good ground and yield increase in due time.  
 
True Faith Anniversary Service was held at 
5pm. There were 4 transfers of membership 
and 1 adult baptism. The Lord’s Supper was 
also administered. I spoke on “Walking 
Worthy” based on Revelation 3:1-7, 
challenging the congregation to walk worthily 
before the Lord by separating themselves 
from worldliness and to draw closer to God 
through the diligent study of God’s Word. We 
thank God for sustaining True Faith BPC for 
the past seven years. Many came to rejoice 
with us. Special items were also presented at the Service and we had a 
group photo taken at the end. 

 
On Monday morning,     
Pr Rotha and I visited 
the new outreach at New 
Kep which is about 20 
minutes from True Faith 
BPC. There are about 
15 children in this 
outreach. Here, Pr 
Rotha rented a sheltered 
place from the village 
chief for US$8 a month. 

May God continue to bless this new outreach. We visited some members at 
their homes before I made my way to the airport for my flight in the evening. 
 
Though short, I thank God for a fruitful and blessed missions trip. May God 
continue to use TMS to effectively support the Cambodian missions 
churches and the Bible school. Let us give our support not only in terms of 
finance, but also in prayer, fellowship and encouragement. All glory be to 
God. Amen. 
 
 

************************ 

 

True Faith BPC 7th Anniversary 

 

Adult Baptism &            
Transfer of Membership 
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Missions Trip Report: 

By  Ng Boon Choo 

This was the first time Karen and I entered Cambodia via the international 
airport at Sihanoukville. Thank God that the automated baggage check-in at 
Singapore’s Terminal Four, the transit at Kuala Lumpur and the many 
custom clearances at the three airports went smoothly. Pr John Saray was 
at the Sihanoukville airport to receive us on Saturday (7 Sep), and by God’s 
providence, the driver whose taxi we were in was looking for a church to 
worship in. He became a Christian when he was working in Korea, and has 
not found a place of worship since his return to Sihanoukville. Pr John took 
the opportunity to invite him to Lively Hope BPC. Thank God that he came 
the following day for 
worship. The journey 
from the airport to 
Lively Hope BPC took 
more than an hour 
because of a slight 
traffic jam and the poor 
road conditions. Upon 
arrival, we settled 
down quickly in the 
office-cum-guestroom 
that Pr John and family 
had prepared for us. Staying in the church premises (instead of a 
guesthouse) allowed us to avoid being caught in traffic jams that are now a 
daily occurrence in Sihanoukville. We also had more time to fellowship with 
Pr John and family, and include them in our team’s daily night devotions, 
with Pr John exhorting us from God’s Word.  

 
We experienced power failure 
almost daily in Sihanoukville, 
starting from the first Lord’s Day 
morning we were there. Despite the 
power failure, all the activities went 
on as usual. A total of 27 children 
attended the Junior Sunday School 
that morning. The weather was 
warm and there was a need to Lord’s Day Service at Lively Hope BPC 

 
With our taxi driver (2nd row: first from the left)                         

and brethren from Lively Hope BPC 
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open the windows to improve ventilation, but this brought in the mosquitoes. 
However, none of these dampened the children’s enthusiasm. They eagerly 
participated in the singspiration, verse memorization and listened attentively 
to the Bible lesson taught by Sis Lydia. The hall was full by the time Worship 
Service started. Pr John chaired the service and delivered the message.   
 
Thank God for restoring the power supply when we were about to start our 
helpers’ briefing. The briefing was followed by a craft preparation session. In 
the late afternoon, Karen shared with Pr John the use of an open-source 
desktop publishing software. This was also shared with Pr Sopheak, Pr 
Rotha, and Bro Bun Kouy when we were at Kampot. With this software, the 
preachers can easily produce their own tracts and printed materials. In the 
evening, Pr Sopheak and Pr Rotha arrived at Lively Hope BPC in the newly-
bought True Faith BPC van. They came earlier as they were scheduled to 
speak at the children’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) the following day.  
  
Lively Hope VBS — Mon (9 Sep) to Tue (10 Sep)  
The theme of the three VBS this year was “A Light for Our Daily Life,” which 
focused on the Ten Commandments. There were four messages: “Our Duty 
to God” and “Our Duty to Parents” (Day One) and “Our Duty to Neighbours” 
and “Our Duty to Ourselves” (Day Two).  
 
Despite the occasional drizzle and a 
power failure which lasted a few hours 
on Monday morning, the two-day VBS 
went on smoothly. Thank God that 
about 65 children came on the first and 
second day of the VBS despite the rain. 
They ranged from as young as six years 
old to as old as fourteen. Many of these 
children were new to church, but they 
were generally very cooperative and 
attentive during message time. There were sufficient helpers to care for the 
children who were spilt into four groups.  
 
By God’s grace, the preachers and their helpers were able to plan and run 
the craft and games sessions by themselves at their own VBS. Thank God 
that Bro Bun Kouy was also able to help in their VBS and serve the Lord 
together with them. 
 
At Lively Hope VBS, Sis Lydia led in craft on the first day while Bro Bun Kouy 
led in the games on the second day. Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha, Karen and I 

 

Bible Lessons at the VBS 
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spoke on the first day while Pr John, Sis Lydia and Bro Bun Kouy spoke on 
the second day. As more children in Sihanoukville started to learn Mandarin, 
I taught the children to sing the theme song in Mandarin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the last day of each of the three VBS, the preachers organised the 
children into small groups for a time of Gospel sharing. To help the children 
better understand the message, they also gave a short summary of the four 
messages before the VBS ended on the last day.  
 
After the evaluation on the last day of the VBS, Karen and I travelled to 
Kampot in a taxi. Bro Bun Kouy initially wanted to come with us but his 
mother fell ill and he had to visit her before making his way to Kampot to help 
in the VBS there. We reached True Faith BPC (for the second VBS) after a 
three-hour journey. After an enjoyable time of dinner fellowship, we had our 
VBS helpers’ briefing, followed by a craft preparation session with Pr Rotha 
and Sis Saron.  
 
True Faith VBS — Wed (11 Sep) to Thurs (12 Sep)  
The weather was good throughout the VBS despite heavy rain just a few 
days before. Thank God that the number of children who came was more 
than what we expected. This group of children, being relatively new to the 

Craft and Games at Lively Hope VBS 
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VBS, was more restless and rowdy and 
needed more reminders from the helpers. 
Of the three churches, True Faith had the 
least number of experienced helpers to 
assist in the VBS. Thank God He provided 
the two Bible school students (Sis Kok Orng 
and Bro Eng Ty) to help at the VBS of both 
True Faith and True Gospel.  
 
At True Faith VBS, Sis Saron led in craft on the first day while Bro Bun Kouy 
led in the games on the second day. Besides the usual singspiration and 
verse memorization, Pr Rotha also encouraged the children to memorize the 
ten commandments and I taught the children to sing the theme song in 
English. 
 
The speakers who spoke at Lively Hope VBS also spoke in the two VBS in 
Kampot, with the exception of Sis Lydia (whose slot was taken by Pr Rotha). 
Thank God for protecting Pr John as he made his way to Kampot. As he was 
supposed to speak on Thursday morning, he took a taxi from Sihanoukville 
to Kampot very early that morning. Traffic was usually smooth at this early 
hour, but the taxi he was in brushed against the side of a heavy vehicle and 
the taxi’s side mirror was knocked off. Without the side mirror, the driver had 
to drive at a greatly reduced speed. As a result, Pr John was not able to 
arrive in time to start his morning message and Pr Sopheak readily stood in 
for him. Thank God for bringing Pr John safely to True Faith BPC shortly 
after Pr Sopheak started and could speak to the children. We had a good 
evaluation after True Faith VBS ended. The feedback and suggestions 
received were helpful for the next VBS.  
 

 

 

Praising God through songs 

Teaching of God’s Word 



51 

 

After the evaluation, Karen and I went over to True Gospel BPC. We had a 
session of craft preparation before the VBS helpers’ briefing. Many of the 
helpers (most have helped in the past VBS) attended the briefing. Thank 
God that Pr Sopheak could go through the program with the helpers to 
prepare them for service during the VBS. 
 
True Gospel VBS — Fri (13 Sep) to Sat (14 Sep) (Fri to Sat)  
The weather was equally good throughout True Gospel VBS. As many 
children from True Gospel attended Chinese schools which were not having 
school holidays then, they could not attend the VBS; but thank God for those 
who were able to do so. Ten children could not make it as their grandfather 
had passed away. But the Lord brought another eight new children. As most 
of the helpers were experienced and proactive, they were a great help to Sis 
Thavy who was not well during the VBS. Her eyelid has a growth which 
swelled and caused her much discomfort and a headache. Thank God for 
enabling Sis Thavy to lead in the craft on the first day and Bro Bun Kouy 
continued to lead in the games on the second day.  

 
 
 

Verse Memorization 

Bible Games 

Bible Lessons 

Gospel Sharing 
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Thank God for His protection as we travelled from Kampot to Sihanoukville 
on the last day of True Gospel VBS. This time, we had Pr John in our 
company. There was a slight drizzle throughout our three-hour journey. The 
closer we got to Sihanoukville, the more heavy vehicles we saw on the road. 
These heavy vehicles not only slowed down traffic, they also caused many 
potholes on the main road into the city. As there was a huge traffic jam 
ahead, the driver took a shortcut into the city. Although this shortcut was not 
very safe due to the steepness of the road, the driver had to drive on but we 
managed to avoid the traffic jam and saved about an hour on the road. The 
car started making strange noises when we entered into the city. There 
seemed to be some problem with the brakes, so the driver drove at a much 
slower speed. Despite the brake problem, we dropped by to see the land 
which the church planned to buy for Lively Hope BPC. Upon reaching Lively 
Hope BPC, we had a good time of dinner fellowship with Pr John and family, 
followed by night devotion led by Pr John. We prayed for God’s mercy as the 
slight drizzle that started in the afternoon grew heavier, and later became a 
heavy downpour in the night. Such heavy rains could greatly affect the 
travelling to the airport and even delay flights. 
 
The rain continued throughout the night although it did subside a little in the 
morning. Because of the continuous rain, 
some of the children’s homes were 
flooded and they were not able to come 
to church. The road conditions had also 
become worse due to the heavy rain. 
Only ten children were able to go for the 
Junior Sunday School that Lord’s Day 
morning (15 Sep). Our flight was at 1.30 
pm but we left for the Sihanoukville 
airport soon after the Junior Sunday 
School ended. Thank God that the roads 
to the airport were not flooded and there were also no traffic jam that day. 
Thus we reached the airport within an hour. Also, there was no delay in the 
flights we had to take. 
 
Besides helping in the three VBSs, we thank God also for the opportunity to 
visit the outreaches of True Faith BPC on late Wednesday afternoon on 11 
September. Karen and I saw the small courtyard which was rented from a 
village director to run a small Junior Sunday School every Sunday afternoon. 
As it was sheltered, the children could gather there, rain or shine, for their 
lesson. Pr Rotha then brought us to visit Bro Eng Ty and his mother.            
Pr Rotha has been invited by Bro Eng Ty to have Bible study with his mother 

Lively Hope Junior Sunday School 
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every Sunday. God also opened the door for Sis 
Saron to minister to some of the children from that 
village who just happened to gather by the road that 
led to Bro Eng Ty’s mother’s home one day. Although 
the meeting is held by the road, and in the open 
space, the children still come week after week to 
attend Bible lessons taught by Sis Saron, while Pr 
Rotha conducts Bible studies at the home of Bro Eng 
Ty’s mother. Thank God that Pr Rotha’s new 
outreaches are doing well by God’s grace and some of 
the children from this outreach even came for the VBS. 
God willing, we hope to be able to visit the outreaches 
of other preachers in our next trip and do even more to 
help them in their next VBS.  

 

************************ 

 
 
 

Lively Hope VBS 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

With Bro Eng Ty      
and his mum 
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True Faith VBS 2019 
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MISSIONS NEWS 
Overseas Missions 
Cambodia   
Bro Bun Kouy continues to reach out to the people in Puom Jor Long 
with the Gospel of Christ. He has rented a small shelter where he can 
conduct children’s Sunday School class on Sunday morning, and English 
class on Saturday. 
God has also opened 
the door for him to 
visit the parents of 
these children, and to 
invite three elderly 
women from a nearby 
village to join him in 
Bible study. As the 
elderly women were 
not able to read the 
Bible by themselves, Bro Bun Kouy would read a chapter of the Bible for 
them to listen each week, beginning from the Gospel of John. May the Spirit 
of God work in their heart through the Word they have heard, and bring them 
to a saving knowledge of Christ. Pray also for opportunities to follow up with 
them after their return to their village.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Truth BPC has been providing interim support to help Bro Bun Kouy in the 
work of the ministry. Continue to pray for the work in Puom Jor Long, that a 
church may be started in this village soon. Pray, also, for the Lord’s leading 
and wisdom on how we can support the work there.  

 

Teaching Children at the Rented Shelter 

Saturday English Class Children Sunday School Children 
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We congratulate Bro Bun Kouy and Sis Srey Nang 
on the occasion of their Holy Matrimony on 28 
January 2019. May the Lord bless their marriage 
and use them greatly in the work of the ministry.  
 
Thank God for preserving Pr Rotha’s life in a road 
accident on 10 February while he was on his way 
to the Phnom Penh outreach. He suffered only minor 
injuries (cuts on his hand and swollen knee cap) and 
could return home to rest after receiving outpatient 
treatment. The Lord had, likewise, protected Pr John 
from a minor hit by a Nissan pick-up when he was 

dropping his children at school on 18 May. Road conditions continue to be 
bad in Sihanoukville. Continue to pray for the preachers’ safety on the road. 
 
Bro Bun Kouy was hospitalized for dengue fever on 8 July 2019. Thank 
God he was able to be discharged after a week’s stay in the hospital for 
observation. He thanked TMS for the love-gift that had helped to cover some 
of his hospital bills. May the Lord continue to strengthen him for the work of 
the ministry. 
 
True Gospel BPC (Kampot)—Pr Sopheak continues to preach and 
teach at the Saturday youth meetings and prayer meetings, and at the 
Lord’s Day service and Adult Sunday School. He also conducts small-group 
Bible studies and home visitations 
during the weekdays. His wife 
(Thavy) assists him in the Sunday 
School ministry, both in the 
church and in their outreaches 
(one at Andong Khmer on 
Sunday afternoons, and another 
near Andong Khmer on Saturday 
afternoons). There are currently 
about 22-26 adults attending the 
Lord’s Day service, and 16-30 children attending the Junior Sunday School. 
 
Pr Sopheak thanked the Lord for enabling them to start a new 
children’s outreach at Sangkhat Trey Khos (also known as Beung 
Tabream village), and for bringing as many as 28 children to learn 
God’s Word at this outreach every Sunday afternoon. This was the outreach 
that was started after Uncle Rinah’s home-going, and it is about 3km away 
from the church. God is also good to give them the opportunity to share 

 

Bro Bun Kouy &       
Sis Srey Nang 

 

True Gospel Worship Service  
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 God’s Word with some youths and adults living near the home of the late 
Uncle Rinah. Thank God that some of the youths have put their trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and Pr Sopheak is helping them to grow in the faith 
through the Bible study he has with them on Sunday afternoon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pr Sopheak and Sis Thavy continue to reach out to the family of their 
church members and friends, as well as those living near the church 
premises. May the Lord bless every word that is spoken for Him, and be 
merciful to save those who are still outside His kingdom. Pray also for them 
as they reach out to their English class students.  
 
Presently, there are about nine youths attending the Youth Fellowship 
and the church prayer meetings every Saturday evening. They are studying 
the book of 1 Corinthians for this quarter and will be starting on the book of 2 
Corinthians soon. Continue to pray for Pr Sopheak as he ministers to 
the youths.  
 
Thank God that Pr Sopheak and family will be joining us for our church 
camp next year (15-20 June 2020) at Saujana Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. May 
we prepare ourselves to fellowship with them and to encourage them in the 
work of the ministry.  

New Outreach Ministry at Sangkhat Trey Khos 
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True Gospel Bible School (Kampot)—The Bible School began her Jan-
May 2019 semester on 14 January with one new student: Meas Chanary 
(Pr Tann Heng’s wife); and three returning students: Peit Sok (9th semester), 
Phu Kok Orng (4th semester), and Eng Ty (2nd semester). Except for Eng Ty 
(who worships in New Life Hosanah Church), and Meas Chanary, the rest 
worship in a Presbyterian church in Kampot called The Church of Jesus 
Christ. All do not require financial assistance for their studies.  
 
The subjects offered in the Jan-May 2019 semester were Church 
History II, Contemporary Theology II, Bible Geography IV, Homiletics, 
and English Part of Speech III by Pr Chan Sopheak; Systematic Theology (I) 
and Harmony of the Gospel by Pr Liv Rotha (who also prepared Bible 
Memory Verses for the students); The Gospel of John and Teaching Children 
by Pr Kiet Thaven; and 1 Corinthians by guest lecturer Pr Tann Heng (also 
an FEBC graduate, 2008-2012). A final examination and a Bible verse 
memorization quiz were conducted at the end of the semester (13 to 17 
May). Apart from their classroom learning, the Bible School students also 
went out for evangelism every Monday afternoon. 
 
The Jul-Nov 2019 semester started on 15 July 2019 with a total of two 
returning students: Eng Ty (3rd semester), and Phu Kok Orng (5th 
semester). Thank God that Peit Sok has completed his studies, and God-
willing, he will be graduating in December. 
 
The subjects offered in the Jul-Nov 2019 
semester were Church History II (b), 
Contemporary Theology III, Homiletics, 
and English Part of Speech IV by Pr Chan 
Sopheak; Systematic Theology (II) and 
Biblical Counseling by Pr Liv Rotha (who 
also prepared Bible Memory Verses for the 
students); The Book of Acts by Pr John 
Saray; and 2 Corinthians by guest lecturer Pr 
Tann Heng. Pray for Kok Orng and Eng Ty 
taking the final examination at the end of the 
semester.  
 
Thank God that Bible School students Kok Orng and Eng Ty were able 
to assist in this year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) in True Faith BPC 
(11-12 September) and True Gospel BPC (13-14 September). May the Lord 
continue to equip them for service in their respective churches, and use them 
greatly in the work of the ministry. 

 

With Kok Orng (2nd from left) 
and Eng Ty (1st from right) at 

True Gospel VBS 
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True Faith BPC (Kampot)—We rejoiced with True Faith BPC on the 
occasion of their 7th Anniversary on 24 March. Let us continue to 
remember Pr Rotha in prayer as he preaches at the Lord’s Day services 
on the theme of “Growing in the Christian Faith” (Ephesians 4:15b) and as he 
leads in Bible studies and prayer meetings of the church. Pr Rotha desires to 
build the worshippers up in God’s Word and exhort them to live it out in their 
life, so that they will be united in the faith and be more proactive and fervent 
in their service for the Lord. May the Lord grant Pr Rotha the grace to do so. 
 
Thank God for Pr Rotha’s wife (Saron) who is assisting him in the Junior 
Sunday School ministry and in the English class. There are currently about 
20 adult worshippers in the church, and 17 children attending Sunday School.  
 
Besides his preaching and teaching ministries on the Lord’s Day, Pr Rotha 
also leads in evangelism and visitation on Saturday mornings before the 
church prayer meeting in the afternoon. In the evenings, he will have Bible 
studies with Bolen’s family on Systematic Theology.  
 
Pr Rotha thanked the Lord for the opportunities to conduct adult Bible studies 
at two outreaches in Kampong Kreng village: (1) at Sis Chanthan’s home 
on Thursday afternoons, and (2) at the home of Eng Ty’s mother (Auntie Ng 
Mouy) on Sunday evenings. There are about three adults in each Bible study 
group, and Pr Rotha is currently going through the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism with them.  
 
Pr Rotha also thanked the Lord for providing them with two new children 
outreaches. One of them is located near Auntie Ng Mouy’s home.         
Pr Rotha was on his way to her home with Sis Saron one Lord’s Day when 
he saw children playing by the roadside and thought of teaching these 
children God’s Word. The ministry to the children there was thus started. 
While Pr Rotha conducts adult Bible studies at Auntie Ng Mouy’s home, Sis 
Saron will teach these children God’s Word by the roadside.  

New Children’s Outreach at Kampong Kreng Village 
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Before going to Auntie Ng Mouy’s home for Bible studies on Sunday 
afternoon, Pr Rotha and Sis Saron would be at another children’s outreach 
at Kep Tmey (or New Kep). This is a new outreach which started only 
this year. Thank God that they 
were able to obtain permission 
from the village director to reach 
out to the people living there, and 
also to use their shelter to hold 
children’s meetings. Besides their 
regular meetings on Sunday 
afternoon,  they also held a 
special children’s gathering at 
this premises during a one-day 
holiday on 18 June (Tue). 38 
children attended the gathering 
and heard the Word of God taught, and had an enjoyable time with the 
games that were planned for them. The adults also cooked for the children. 
May the Lord continue to bless this ministry and use it to reach out to more 
children living in the village. May the Lord be merciful, also, to work in the 
hearts of the village director and the parents of the children that they may 
see their great need for the Saviour.  
 
To encourage more of their members to participate in church prayer 
meetings, a monthly prayer meeting at the home of the members was 
started in April this year. 
Instead of meeting in church 
every Saturday afternoon, 
prayer meeting on the first 
week of the month will be 
held at a  member’s home. 
They had their first monthly 
prayer meeting at Borkor 
Mountain, before meeting at 
a member’s home for the 
subsequent months. May 
God’s people continue to 
come and pray together.  
 
Thank God for Pr Thaven and Sis Sokmey’s past service in True Faith BPC.       
Pr Thaven has expressed his desire to minister to the people in a 
village called Kep. As this will be an independent work, it will not be 
under the financial support of the TMS. May the Lord provide for all his 

 

New Children’s Outreach at Kep Tmey 

 

First Monthly Church Prayer Meeting  
at Borkor Mountain 
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needs, and may God’s work be done according to God’s way. Let us 
continue to remember them in our prayers. 
 
Since July 2019, Pr Rotha has taken over Pr Thaven to conduct Bible 
Studies with Uncle Kang and his wife at their home on Sunday 
evenings. Due to the lack of workers, the outreach in Phnom Penh is 
currently put on hold. Continue to pray for the spiritual well -being of 
True Faith youths who went to study in the universities outside Kampot. May 
they not forget the good Word they have been taught, and may they obey 
the Lord wherever they are.  
 
Thank God that some of the youths from the English class were 
interested to study the Bible in English during their school holidays.  
Pr Rotha was able to teach them from the Bible every morning (except on 
Thursday as he had to teach at the Bible School). Pray for Pr Rotha as he 
reaches out to his English class students, and for the salvation of those who 
are still outside God’s kingdom.  
 
Pr Rotha thanked Truth BPC for the part she played in True Faith’s 
purchase of a second-hand church van. After selling his personal car, 
and with the help from Truth BPC, Pr Rotha was able to gather sufficient 
funds to purchase the van. The van has helped them greatly with the 
transportation of children and adults for church activities. Praise God for 
answering their prayers and for meeting their needs.  
 
Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville)—Lively Hope BPC praised God for 
their 9th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service on 27 January. Thank God 
for bringing a team of seven from Truth BPC to rejoice with our brethren and 
to encourage them in the work of the ministry. May the Lord continue to keep 
our brethren at Lively Hope BPC and help them to do more for Him in the 
coming year. 
 
The work in Sihanoukville continues to be challenging. Continue to pray for 
Pr John Saray as he preaches at worship services and prayer 
meetings, while his wife (Lydia) teaches at the Junior Sunday School with 
the assistance of Sis Yi Leang, and Siang Hai. The number of adults 
attending the Lord’s Day service, and children at the Junior Sunday School 
is about 17 and 30 respectively.  
 
Pr John also thanked God for bringing brother Yonathan and his other 
friends to worship with them late last year. Brother Yonathan is from 
Indonesia, and he had come to Sihanoukville to work in the IT department of 
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one of the casinos. Thank God Pr John had the opportunity to talk to him and 
pray with him concerning God’s will in his life, and he has since resigned 
from his work and is now a full-time student  in the Far Eastern Bible College 
(Singapore). May the Lord continue to lead and guide him to do His blessed 
will.  
 
Language classes (for youths and children) are held every weekday evening. 
Pray for Sis Lydia, and Sis Yi Leang as they reach out to the students 
with the Gospel. Thank God that some parents (of these children) came 
for the church’s Christmas service last year and heard the Gospel preached. 
May the Lord be merciful to save those who are still outside His kingdom.  
 
Pr John thanked God for the part Truth BPC played in their church building 
project. A plot of land has been purchased next to his brother ’s house 
for the church building to be built on it. Pray for the Lord’s provision of a 
suitable contractor and architect, and for wisdom concerning the 
design of the building. Pray, also, that the Lord will continue to provide 
through His people. (Truth BPC has started a Cambodia Church Building 
Fund (CCBF) to help Lively Hope BPC with the purchase of land and 
building of the church. For an update of the funds collected, pl refer to the 
section under Missions Needs on p. 64). 
 
Continue to pray for the evangelistic work in Sihanoukville, and for 
opportunities to reach out to the Chinese there.  
 
Translation Ministry—(i) Translation of Read, Pray and Grow (RPG) 
Thank God that Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha and Pr John are working on 
translating the English daily Bible reading guide into the Khmer language so 
that they can be used by the people they are ministering to. (The English 
RPG is published quarterly by Tabernacle Books (Singapore), and is a 
ministry of Calvary Pandan BPC. It is currently being translated into Chinese, 
Bahasa Indonesia, Kiswahili, Burmese, Vietnamese and Cebuano. Some of 
these translations are made available on the Calvary Pandan BPC’s website: 
http://calvarypandan.sg/resources/rpg). Pray for the three preachers as they 
work on translating the Adult English RPG on “Daniel” for their first issue. 
Pray, also, for Pr Sopheak as he leads the Khmer translation team (with Rev 
Dennis assisting, when necessary). 
 
(ii) Translation of Tracts 
Thank God that Pr Rotha has been working on translating tracts for his use 
in evangelism. By God’s grace, he has completed translating the following 
English tracts: (1) “An Appointment to Keep” (published by Gethsemane 

http://calvarypandan.sg/resources/rpg
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BPC, Singapore), (2) “What is the Most Important Thing in This 
World?” (published by Truth BPC), and (3) “One Way to 
Heaven” (published by Calvary Pandan BPC). Thank God for the respective 
churches’ kind permission to proceed with the translation of their published 
tracts into the Khmer language. May the Lord bless this work, and use it to 
bring more souls into His Kingdom.  
 
Missions Needs 

 True Gospel BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 
Since 2007, Truth BPC has been supporting True Gospel BPC fully in the 
rental of church premises, utilities (electricity, water and internet facilities) 
and other miscellaneous expenses related to the church ministry such as the 
purchase and maintenance of tuk-tuk, as well as other transport costs. 
Currently, the tuk-tuk is in need for motor replacement and is no longer in 
use. In view of its high maintenance and repair cost, and the danger of 
transporting children on uneven roads, True Gospel BPC is praying for a 
second-hand van to replace the tuk-tuk. Presently, Pr Sopheak is 
providing transport to church members and children with his car. 
 
True Gospel BPC has also started a church building fund in view of the 
increasing rental cost that might happen when Kampot becomes the next 
focal point for foreign Chinese investment in the near future. The influx of 
foreign Chinese investments has resulted in skyrocketing rental cost and 
cost of living in Sihanoukville, driving many locals who cannot afford the rent 
out of the city. As such, True Gospel BPC is praying for the Lord’s leading 
and provision concerning land purchase so that they may have a place to 
continue the work of the ministry in Kampot. To date, they have collected a 
small amount from the church’s offering bags designated for this purpose. 
May the Lord continue to lead them, and provide for His work in Kampot.  
 
 True Gospel Bible School (Kampot, Cambodia) 
A Student Welfare Fund was set up in 2015 to support the students in their 
tuition fees and food. The students also receive a monthly allowance to 
cover some of their miscellaneous expenses. The TMS decided in 2016 to 
contribute to this Fund on a half-yearly basis. God’s people are also 
welcome to give towards this Fund to help with student scholarships. 
 
Presently, there are three working computers for the students to use for their 
written assignments and research papers. There is also a resource library to 
provide students with more reading materials to widen their knowledge. The 
Bible School welcomes Biblically sound Christian books in good condition 
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(for children, adults and Bible School students), as well as used laptops (in 
good working condition) for the students’ use. 
 
 True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 
Pr Rotha is also building up their church resource library to encourage 
church members to read Christian literature for their edification. Biblically 
sound Christian books in good condition (for children, youths, and adults) are 
welcome.   
 
Like True Gospel BPC, True Faith BPC has also started a church building 
fund in view of the increased rental cost and the possibility of having to 
relocate out of their present premises should the owner fail to honour the 
contract. May the Lord continue to provide for all their needs as they serve 
Him in Kampot.  
 
 Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville, Cambodia) 
Like the two churches in Kampot, Truth BPC has also been supporting Lively 
Hope BPC fully in the rental of the church premises, utilities (electricity, water 
and internet facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related to the 
church ministry. Continue to pray for the Lord’s provision as the cost of living 
has increased greatly with the influx of foreign Chinese investments in 
Sihanoukville. Since their move into their new premises in May 2018, rental 
has increased to US $1,800 per month.  
 
With the Lord’s leading, Truth BPC has started a Cambodia Church Building 
Fund (CCBF) to help Lively Hope BPC with the purchase of land and 
building of the church in April 2019. The amount collected (as at 3 November 
2019) is S$176,436. If you would like to give towards this cause, please 
designate the offerings to “Cambodia Church Building Fund”. May God 
bless all cheerful givers.  
 
                          S$176,436 

                                                                                                                             
Target: S$300,000 

 
Pray also for the provision of a second-hand van for Lively Hope BPC to 
transport children from various locations to the church premises. Good 
Christian books are also needed for the church resource library.  
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Cambodia Church Van Fund—Truth BPC has started a Cambodia Church 
Van Fund (in January) to help True Faith, as well as Lively Hope and True 
Gospel BPCs with the purchase of a church van for the work of the ministry.  
The amount collected (as at 3 November 2019) is S$24,396. Funds for 
purchase of the church van will be dispensed to the churches in order of the 
urgency of their needs.  
 

                            S$24,396 

 
                                                                                                                             

Target: S$42,400 
                    (=True Faith BPC S$18,760 + Lively Hope BPC S$23,640)  

 
If you would like to give towards this cause, please designate the offering to 
“Cambodia Church Van Fund”. May God bless all cheerful givers. 
 
Others 
Rev Michael Koech (Africa Gospel Unity Church, Kenya) thanked God 
that he could be among the graduates at the 44th Graduation Service of 
the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore) on 12 May 2019. By God’s 
grace, he had successfully completed his doctoral studies and was conferred 
the Doctor of Religious Education (DRE) degree that evening. The Doctor of 
Religious Education programme offered by the College seeks to develop and 
certify teaching and leadership abilities for those already engaged in 
ecclesiastical ministry or religious education, and is a degree pursued in-
ministry. Rev Koech thanked God for helping him to complete his online 
studies and the writing of his dissertation (An Applied Commentary on the 
Gospel of Luke, 299pp) despite heavy ministerial duties.  
 
Rev Koech also thanked the Lord for the kind hospitality of the College, 
as well as members of Truth BPC, during the time he and his wife Susan 
were in Singapore (3-17 May). They were able to join the FEBC’s 
Thanksgiving Service on the Friday evening they arrived (3 May), Daily 
Vacation Bible College on Bible-Presbyterianism: History and Theology (6-11 
May) as well as the College’s Annual Retreat (in Mersing, Malaysia) that took 
place after the Graduation Service (13-15 May). They thanked God for the 
blessed fellowship they had with the brethren here in Singapore. Continue to 
pray for them as they serve the Lord in Kenya.  
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Pray for Rev Koech as he ministers to the Africa Gospel Unity Church 
(AGUC) as their Bishop. The work is challenging as the 150 
congregations require much attention but there is a shortage of preachers 
and teachers of God’s Word. The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. Let us pray with them that the Lord of the harvest will send 
forth labourers into His harvest.  
 
Pokot Outreach—Thank God that the work in Pokot is still going on under 
Elijah with informal services on the Lord’s Day. He also teaches the children. 
Let us remember them in prayers as they wait upon the Lord to provide them 
with a resident pastor or preacher to minister to the people there. 
 
God-willing, a short trip to Pokot will be made in November 2019. Thank 
God that Rev Koech was able to bring back with him two tents from 
Singapore which they could use in their coming trip to Pokot. It will be, for 
them, a real camp, and not one held in a hotel.  
 
Travelling to Pokot in small vehicles is a challenge. The vans that they made 
their trips in previously were damaged because of the rough terrain. Rev 
Koech thanked God for the love-gifts that had been given by members 
and friends of Truth BPC towards the purchase of a four-wheel-drive van 
(one that can go comfortably to Pokot). May the Lord provide them with the 
amount needed to make the purchase.   
    
Kalenjin Bible Translation—Continue to pray for the Bible translation 
work and for the Committee as they meet four times a year, with two 
sub-committees meeting once every week. The Bible Translation Committee 
was formed to assist Rev Jonathan Langat in a new translation of the 
Kalenjin Bible. This Bible Translation Committee (of which six are FEBC 
graduates) comprises: Jonathan Langat (Chairman), Joseph Koskei, Michael 
Koech, Simeon Cheramgoi, Joseph Kendagor, Daniel Yaban, Philip Langat, 
John Rotich, Raphael Koech and Shadrach Cheruiyot (with John Bett as 
Observer). Pray for them as they work on this new translation (based on 
the trusted texts), so that God’s perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved 
Word can be made available to the Kalenjin people in their own language. 
May the Lord continue to grant them the help needed to do this important 
work.  
  
Bomet Bible Institute (BBI)—The College received six new students this 
year: four from Tanzania and two from Kenya. There are now ten full-time 
students and five part-time students. There are also ten vacation students 
giving a total of twenty-five. These students’ home churches are not able to 
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support them fully. As such, BBI would have to rely on local churches near 
Bomet for material support, but there is still a deficit. Pray that the Lord will 
continue to provide through His people.  
Rev Koech thanked God for the Bibles and other literature that Truth 
BPC has given. With a library that is equipped with good books, the BBI has 
served a number of local pastors who came to seek assistance. The BBI 
library continues to welcome any good Christian literature.  
 
Rev Nelson Were (Holy Trinity Church of Africa, Kenya) thanked God 
for seeing his family through a difficult period of adjustment after his 
father went home to be with the Lord on 8 November 2018. He also thanked 
God for the love they received from the brethren during their bereavement. 
Thank God that the church at Eldoret is doing well, and this year God has 
provided them an assistant pastor (i.e. after Rev George Orwa was sent to 
minister in Nairobi). Continue to pray for the building of a caretaker’s house, 
and the provision of someone to reside in the church’s compound to take 
care of the premises. 
 
Ministry in Rongo—Thank God for sustaining the work in Rongo. Since the 
first service (on 29 July 2018), Rev Nelson has been travelling to Rongo to 
minister there twice a month (on the average). Thank God that a few other 
pastors have been of great assistance to Rev Nelson when he was not able 
to make the trip there. They also stepped in for him when he had to minister 
at Eldoret. Continue to pray for the Lord’s provision for the trips to Rongo. 
One round trip to Rongo (from Eldoret) costs about Kshs 3,000 (about S$40). 
Thank God that their church members have been contributing toward this 
missions fund over the past year.  
 
Rev Nelson thanked God that the initial hostility and opposition 
towards their work in Rongo is slowly dying. Pray that God’s Word may 
take root and continue to have free course in the lives of the people.  
 
Thank God that two converts in Rongo had joined Faith College of the 
Bible (FCB) for studies. Pray that they will be able to assist the work in 
Rongo as they equip themselves with the knowledge of God’s Word and 
grow in grace.  
 
Plans have been made to inaugurate the church in October and build a 
temporary church structure and a small house. Rev Nelson thanked 
God for the piece of land that their host family had apportioned for this. 
Presently, they worship the Lord under a tree in the compound.  
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Bible College Ministries—Continue to pray for Rev Nelson as he 
teaches at Faith College of the Bible (FCB) and Bomet Bible Institute 
(BBI). He was also involved in lay training in Nairobi during the first 
quarter of the year, but had to request Rev George Orwa to take over since 
it was difficult for him to do so with the travels he has to made to Rongo and 
Kisumu. Rev Nelson thanked God for the opportunities given to the laity to 
be trained, and rejoiced to see them learning the Bible. 
 
Radio Ministry—Continue to pray for the preaching and teaching of 
God’s Word through the radio ministry. After completing a two-part 
series on “Salvation”, Rev Nelson is currently leading a topical series on 
“What God Expects from Us” through a survey of the Gospels (by paying 
attention to the statements of Christ during His teachings on what ought to 
be done). By God’s grace, he had covered “Thankfulness” (healing of the 10 
lepers) and “Loving One Another” (the Good Samaritan). Although topics 
such as “Prayerfulness,” “Forgiveness,” etc. had also been considered from 
Matthew 6, the series will continue to focus on the parables of Christ. May 
the Lord continue to strengthen Rev Nelson’s hands to do this good work, 
and bless the listeners through the good Word they have heard. 
 
 

************************ 
 

For more information on overseas missions needs and how you can support 
God’s work, pl refer to the Missions Noticeboard for details.  
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 Local Missions 
 
E-Band meets every 3rd Sunday 
of the month to reach out to the 
Clementi neighbourhood with the 
Gospel of Christ. Thank God for 
both adults and children who come 
for our monthly tracting, and for the 
work that had been done. If you 
would like to join us to bring the 
Gospel to lost souls, pl contact Dn 
Franco Wong or the church office.  
 
We thank and praise God that two of our E-band contacts (Mr Xu and 
Sis Christina Tang) have been worshipping the Lord with us since 30 June 
2019. Thank God that Sis Christina Tang (who already professed faith in 
Christ before she attended our church service) was able to find a place to 
worship the Lord with us. We rejoice and praise God, in particular, for working 
in Mr Xu’s heart to receive Jesus as his personal Lord and Saviour after the 
worship service (when he first came). May the Lord bless and keep Mr Xu 
and Sis Christina, and grant them joy and peace as they grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour.  
 
We rejoiced with Rev Michael Koech (Bishop of the Africa Gospel Unity 
Church, Kenya) who was conferred Doctor of Religious Education (DRE) at 
the 44th graduation service of the Far Eastern Bible College on 12 May 2019. 
May the Lord be pleased to use Rev Koech even more as he serves Him in 
Kenya. We also rejoice with Sis Serene and Sis Audrey (members of Truth 
BPC) who have, by 
God’s grace, met the 
requirements of their 
part-time studies, and 
earned their Certificate 
of Biblical Studies 
(CertBS) and Certificate 
of Religious Knowledge 
(CertRK) respectively. 
May the Lord continue 
to equip them and 
others for His service.   
 

E-Band Tracting 20 January 2019 

 

 

Rejoicing with Sis Serene (middle right) and Sis 
Audrey (middle left) at FEBC 44th Graduation Service 
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We thank God for the ministry of the Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC), 
for equipping not only those who are called to full-time service of the Lord, 
but also the laity who desires to serve Him more effectively in the 
proclamation of the Gospel and defense of the Reformed faith. Besides the 
Basic Theology for Everyone night classes, the College also offers distance-
learning courses that the laity can take advantage of to help them in their 
study of the Bible. The distance learning courses are also beneficial to those 
who are called to full-time service but are not able to take classes on 
campus. For more information on the distance learning courses, visit: https://
www.febc.edu.sg/v15/distance_learning_online. 
 
Church Evangelism Workshop was held on 20 May 2019 to encourage, 
and to equip church members for 
evangelism. About 41 adults attended 
the workshop this year. Pr Joshua 
Yong spoke on the topic “What is the 
Gospel?” and instructed us from           
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 on the content of 
Gospel and how the Gospel ought to 
be given or preached. After the 
exhortation from God’s Word, we were 
divided into groups to practice sharing 
the Gospel with a partner. 
 
A separate children’s program was held for children aged four to nine. 
Sis Eileen Chee taught them from 
Proverbs 11:30, and led them in an 
object activity to reinforce the lessons 
learnt. The children also watched a 30-
minute video show on Adoniram and 
Ann Judson before they did a Gospel 
glove to help them share the Good 
News of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
others. Thank God that both adults and 
children can go for an actual tracting 
session before the workshop ended with fellowship over lunch. 
 
Church Gospel Night was held on 29 June 2019, and Pr Joshua Yong 
spoke on the topic “Only One Life” based on Hebrews 9:27. A total of 103 
attended the meeting, of which 16 were invited guests. We thank God for all 
who have been actively reaching out to others with the Gospel of Christ. 
Besides the Adult Choir, we also have the Junior Choir to minister to all who 

 

Sharing the Gospel within the groups 

 

Making the Gospel Gloves 

https://www.febc.edu.sg/v15/distance_learning_online
https://www.febc.edu.sg/v15/distance_learning_online
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were present that evening through the hymns they have presented. May the 
Word of God preached from the pulpit and sang in songs speak to the heart 
of every hearer, and point sinners to the Saviour. 

 
We thank God for calling Sis Hadassah Chew to full-time studies at the 
Far Eastern Bible College. Let us remember her in prayers as she 
began her theological training (July 2019) in the Master of Divinity (MDiv) 
programme. May the Lord equip her for His service. We pray, also, for Bro 
Jansel Dachi who had to put his studies on hold and return to Batam to 
assist Rev Kiantoro in the work of the ministry. May the Lord help him in the 
ministry.  
 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) continues to do her part to increase 
missions awareness among Truth members. We thank God for — 
 
(i) Publication of 2018 (II) Shine Forth Missions Journal (Vol. 12, No. 2) on 
“Biblical Worship (II)” which has been distributed not only to our 

churches 
and Bible colleges in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, Kenya and 
Tanzania. Apart from increasing missions awareness, the bi-annual missions 
journals also seek to encourage and to equip those who are serving the Lord 
in the Gospel ministry. We thank God for all who have contributed to this 
important work, and we pray that the Lord will continue to help His people to 
shine forth His Gospel light. The initially-planned 2-part series on Biblical 
Worship has been expanded to a 3-part series, with the third part focusing 
on worship in music. The next issue of our Missions Journal (2020) will be on 
the important topic of “Biblical Separation” (Vol. 14, No. 1).  
 
(ii) Missions Noticeboard and Webpage which update members and friends 
on missions-related news. The Missions Noticeboard features pictures of  

Church Gospel Night 2019 
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God’s work (both local and overseas) and will seek to do so thematically with 
its quarterly update. Up on the noticeboard from January to April 2019 were 
pictures taken during the trips made to rejoice with True Gospel, Lively Hope 
and True Faith BPCs on the occasion of their anniversaries. Missions Trivia 
2019 was conducted for both adults and children during the period of May to 
September to test participants on their knowledge of Truth-supported 
missions work. Participants were also tested on the contents found in 2018 
(II) Shine Forth Missions Journal on “Biblical Worship (II).” Praise God for 
children and youths who had participated and answered all questions 
correctly. Answer to the Trivia can be found on pp. 74 to 75. Photos taken 
during the September Missions trips to assist the churches in Cambodia with 
their children’s Vacation Bible School are now available for viewing on 
the noticeboard from October to December 2019. 
 
(iii) Missions Sunday that was held on 13 October 2019. The Lord’s 
messenger was Pr Joshua Yong who spoke on “Entrusted with the Gospel”, 
taken from 1 Thessalonians 2:1-9. Members and friends were also given a 
glimpse of the new children’s outreaches that True Gospel and True Faith 
BPCs are involved in, as well as the local E-band ministry through a video 
screened after the worship service. May the Lord help us to be faithful in 
bringing the Gospel to those who are still outside His kingdom.  
 
Translation of Tracts—We thank God for the opportunity to co-labour with 
Dr Jose Lagapa (True Life BPC, Singapore), Pr Liv Rotha (True Faith BPC, 
Cambodia), Bro Jansel Dachi and Rev Kiantoro (Calvary Batam BPC, 
Indonesia) in the translation of our English tracts. By God’s grace, we were 
able to publish “The Romans’ Road to Salvation” tract in Tagalog and 
Bahasa Indonesia (bilingual tracts with words printed in English on the other 
side), as well as the children’s tract entitled “What is the Most Important 
Thing in This Word?” in Khmer (and Chinese). May the Lord bless this work, 
and may the tracts be used to bring the Good News of Jesus to others.   

Translated Tracts (L-R: Bahasa Indonesia, Tagalog, Khmer) 
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The tracts in Tagalog and Bahasa Indonesia will be useful in reaching out to 
Filipino and Indonesian contacts who may not understand English well. 
Please avail yourselves to as many print copies as you can use. A digital 
copy of the tract will also be made available for download on the church’s 
website.  
 
Truth Children Fellowship (TCF) had her Missions Special Program on 
10 August 2019 to educate and to encourage children to do their part in 
missions work. This year, the topic was on “Ye Shall be Witnesses Unto 
Me” (Acts 1:8). The children were reminded of their duty to be a witness for 
the Lord, the power that God has given them to help them be His witnesses 
and the scope of their witness. After the exhortation from God’s Word, the 
children watched a documentary on Amy Carmichael, an Irish missionary to 
the Indians in Dohnavur. May the Lord help His people, both children and 
adults, to be His faithful witnesses, that they may be used by Him to bring the 
Good News of Jesus far and wide to all who are still lost in their sin.  
 
We thank God for both children and adults who gave cheerfully to the Lord to 
help with the church building project in Sihanoukville (Cambodia). May the 
Lord bless all cheerful givers and use the offerings collected to encourage 
our brethren in Lively Hope BPC to keep looking to Him who will provide for 
all their needs. May the Lord continue to use our brethren in Lively Hope 
BPC as His witness in Sihanoukville to shine forth the Gospel light.  
 
 
TMS was established in May 2006 to encourage and to provoke our 
members in Truth B-P Church to be more proactive in the advancement of 
the Great Commission, in obedience to Jesus’ command (Matthew 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15).  
 
The TMS Committee in 2019 comprises: 
Eld Winston Chew (Chairman), Dn Franco Wong (Secretary, E-Band i/c), Dn 
Emerson (Member), Rev Dennis Kwok (Cambodian Missions i/c), Benjamin 
Yeo (Member), Chan May Ling (Treasurer) and Karen Lee (Publication 
Secretary). 
 
Our objectives are: 
a) To inform church members of local and overseas missions activities 
b) To encourage, support and pray for local and overseas missions 
c) To inspire interest and missions awareness among church members 
d) To initiate and co-ordinate missions trips 
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If you would like to know how you can play a part in missions work, feel free 
to approach the TMS members for assistance.  
 

************************ 
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************************ 

 
 Upcoming Missions Trips 

 

- Sihanoukville, Cambodia 
(To rejoice with our brethren at Lively Hope BPC’s 9th Anniversary ) 

Date: 17-21 Jan 2020 
 

- Kampot, Cambodia 
(To rejoice with our brethren at True Faith BPC’s 8th Anniversary ) 

Date: 27-31 March 2020 
Contact Rev Dennis if interested. 
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