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Foreword 
The Bible teaches that our worship is to be just what God commands it 
to be - nothing more, nothing less. This is the basis of biblical and 
reformed worship. God does not leave it to us to determine the manner 
in which we worship Him. God's Word must be that which regulates us in 
our worship of the Triune God, and Jesus Himself has laid down for us 
the characteristics of true worship. God is to be worshipped “in spirit 
and in truth” (John 4:24). 
 
To worship in spirit means that we worship God in and with our spirit 
that has been set free from the bondage of sin by the Spirit of Christ. 
We must worship God with all our heart, mind, will, and emotion, and be 
conscious of His presence when we come before Him in worship. We are 
to come prepared to stand before the great God who is thrice holy. We 
are to come with joy and gladness in our hearts at the call to worship. 
We are to come with eagerness to hear the Word preached and to 
fellowship with the saints. 
 
Worship in spirit must also be done in truth. To worship God in truth 
means that our worship must be based upon the truth of God's Word. 
Our worship must not only be governed by the Word, but have the Word 
as its content. Does this not emphasize the preaching of God’s Word? 
The preaching is the heart and center of every Reformed worship 
service. The preaching of the whole counsel of God is what makes the 
service a true worship of God, with God’s people submitting themselves 
in humble and reverential worship before God and His Word. The 
preaching gives glory to God, and also edifies the church. Preaching alone 
can gather dead stones and make them part of the living temple of God. 
The heart of a truly God-glorifying and church-edifying worship service 
is fully connected to the truth. 
 
In this issue, we seek to focus on the basis for biblical worship, and the 
manner in which God’s people ought to worship God. There are also 
reports and testimonies for your update and support in missions work. 
May God help us to worship Him rightly, and to be proactive in fulfilling 
the Great Commission to the saving of souls in these last days. Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev Dennis Kwok (Chairman) 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

To worship God and be accepted by Him in worship is the greatest 
blessing bestowed upon all true believers in Christ. Having been 
converted from a hell-deserving condemned sinner into an undeserving 
heaven-bound saint, and to be able to praise and worship the one living 
and true God is all by grace and must be done biblically from our time on 
earth to eternity in heaven. The local church on earth should be a true 
reflection of what heaven is like, especially when it comes to worship 
since Christ is the Head of the church. Worship is every believer’s 
eternal joy and activity in heaven! It is of utmost importance that 
worship is done in a manner pleasing to God, and God has revealed to us 
in His holy and perfect Word what the heart of true worship ought to 
be. But first we need to understand what is false worship.  
 

False Worship to be Rejected and Condemned 
 
False worship is evaluated by the Scriptures and is not a denominational 
practice or preference. Biblical worship is set for us by Christ Himself in 
John 4:23-24: “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” “In spirit and in 
truth” means that all true believers must worship God with sincerity of 
heart, that is a heart indwelt with the Holy Spirit. “In truth” means that 
it must be done according to Holy Scriptures. The worship of the Roman 
Catholics is to be entirely rejected because they have idols inside their 
churches. These objects of idolatry inside the churches are not only 
distractions, but also an abomination to God who is a Spirit. The 
commandments of God show it absolutely clearly in Exodus 20:3-5: “Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 
for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me” [Emphasis in bold added].  
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The worship of the Charismatic churches is to be rejected because of 
the carnality. Their worship with loud music and man-centred emphasis is 
like the world’s worship and uses the methods of the world. The 
Charismatic worship is worldly entertainment with “a-mentioning-of-the-
name-of-Christ” emphasis. Christianising carnal music to be “worship” is 
an abomination to God. It is using the way of the Devil to “worship” God 
since the god of this world is the Devil. To be found inside the 
Charismatic churches is to be found in the domain of the Devil as their 
worship testifies! These professing Christians’ minds are blinded by the 
Devil. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 asserts, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” Anyone who 
says that the Charismatic worship is of God is also saying that the 
worship of God in heaven is the same, with loud music and carnal 
emphasis! This is impossible, for the god of this world was cast out of 
heaven for his sin against God and his form of worship will never be 

 
 

True Worship Explained and Accepted  
 
True worship centres on God which is also centred on Christ! The only 
way to centre on God and Christ is that the worship must be based upon 
the teaching of the perfect Word of God, the Bible. When the worship 
of God is Bible-based, the worship is true and God-pleasing. What, then, 
is Bible-based worship?  
 
When we study the worship of God in Old Testament times during both 
the periods of the Tabernacle and the Temple, it is always reverential, 
solemn and God-centred. Only the priests were permitted to enter the 
Holy Place, and the High Priest alone was allowed to enter the Most Holy 
Place and only once a year during the Day of Atonement (cf. Leviticus 
16:1-34). This was true for both Tabernacle and Temple worship. There 
was reverential fear when the priests entered into these places. They 
knew that they were standing before the thrice holy God. God set the 
tone for these priestly worship when the sons of Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu were struck dead immediately for offering strange fire before 
God. This occurred at their inaugural worship service! Leviticus 10:1-2 
tells us, “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them 
his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And 
there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died 
before the LORD.”  
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The focus in worship is always God in Christ and never man-centred. This 
is not only true in terms of the music and the hymns sung in worship but 
also a positive focus on God's Word. This is one of the easiest ways to 
evaluate true worship today. Check to see if the worship is God-centred 
or man-centred! This should not only be applicable to the Roman Catholic 
and Charismatic churches but all churches, including those that claim to 
be sound and fundamental. Some churches might have hymn-singing, and 
some might even sing only psalms, but it is man-centred when the focus 
is the pastor himself. This can also be seen from the website of these 
churches where the pastor and his family and their “qualifications” are 
“blogged” for all to see so as to lure the gullible to attend their 
churches! The only way to focus on God in Christ is to make sure that 
the preaching of God’s Word is emphasized. The preaching has to be 
expository in nature whereby “Thus saith the LORD” comes through 
clearly. Phrases like “I tell you so” or when the “I” is used frequently are 
tell-tale signs that it is a pastor-centred church. God’s people would be 
able to discern as Jesus has promised us that His sheep will hear His 
voice! (cf. John 10:16-27). To know God is to know the Holy Scriptures. 
 
All churches that worship God correctly must have the highest view of 
the Word of God, i.e. believe that the Bible is perfect. Any church that 
believes that the Bible has mistakes is a false church, for the God of 
the Bible is perfect and therefore the Word of God from which God is 
revealed to us has to be perfect! The perfect God must give us the 
perfect Bible! This is biblical logic! How can a church be Christ-centred 
or God-centred when it believes that the Bible has mistakes?  
 

Conclusion  
 
The supremacy of Scriptures in worship is very much needed today. The 
Bible must be the standard to ensure that our worship today is Christ-
honouring and God-pleasing! This means that we must worship God in 
spirit and in truth! True worship must be reverential and not carnal. It 
must be Bible-centred and not man-centred. The preaching of the Word 
of God must point all worshippers to Christ and not man, especially not 
the pastor! Every church that believes the Bible has mistakes and is not 
perfect has already disqualified themselves from having true and biblical 
worship because the perfect God has given to His people the perfect 
Bible for victorious Christian living and worship. Amen.  
 

************************ 
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Article:      

 

 

To worship God is to render the honour due unto His Name. This is the 
highlight of Jesus’ words: “Worship the Lord thy God” in Matthew 4:10, 
and that of the angel in Revelation 22:9, “Worship God”. The eternal God 
is the object of our worship; His infinite excellency is the basis and 
focus of our worship. True worship is coming before His holy presence, 
contemplating on His Person, attributes and works, and lauding Him with 
praise and thanksgiving. The beauty of worship is not about how 
immensely pleasing it is to the worshippers, but rather how reverentially 
the worshippers exalt and please God. When 
the thoughts and desires of the worshippers 
are neither fixated on God nor yielded to 
Him, all their worship becomes an 
abomination. The prophet, Amos, declared 
God’s revulsion at such worship service: “I 
hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not 
smell in your solemn assemblies. . . Take thou 
away from me the noise of thy songs; for I 
will not hear the melody of thy viols” (Amos 5:21-23). Of such men, 
Isaiah said that they “make mention of the God of Israel, but not in 
truth, nor in righteousness” (Isaiah 48:1b). Worst of all, not to be fully 
occupied with God in worship is to deny God and His deity. As Jeremiah 
said: “And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear 
falsely” (Jeremiah 5:2). Even the apparent confessions of praise that 
the worshippers made were rejected by God for their lack of sincerity. 
 

Rebuke for Double-Mindedness in Worship 
 
God hates double-mindedness in worshippers. The Apostle James 
admonishes worshippers: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded” (James 4:8). The Apostle here addresses those who are 
irresolute in their devotion to God, whose hearts are not decidedly 
fixed, but vacillating between godliness and sin. So they are urged to 
draw nigh to God with sincerity and purity of heart. Worshippers must 
revere the holiness of God's presence and genuinely repent of their sins 
as they render their praise to Him. There should be no hesitation or 

“When the thoughts 
and desires of the 
worshippers are 

neither fixated on God 
nor yielded to Him, all 
their worship becomes 

an abomination.”  
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indecisiveness in their hearts to leave sin, and approach God as His true 
servants.  
 
Worshippers must wholeheartedly seek God in awe and solemnity. “Let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water” (Hebrews 10:22). Jesus shed His blood and died on our behalf 
that our sins may be removed and thus we may go to Him with full 
assurance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tragedy of Consumerism in Worship  
 

Unfortunately, what goes on today as worship in many churches is not 
God-centred but man-centred. It is generally the celebration of the 
“cult of consumerism”. In such a worship, the consumer or the 
congregation is sovereign. Hence, all attention is directed to pleasing the 
congregation. The churches promote their worship services as “seeker-
friendly”. They want the worshippers to feel some sort of relevance and 
greatness. Their emotional happiness becomes the major goal of church 
worship. So worship activities and messages are devised to provide a 
sense of self-gratification to all worshippers. Human feelings and 
satisfaction are enthroned in those worship services. Worshippers who 
arrive in the church are treated to a large dose of self-pleasure and self
-satisfaction, which they have come looking for. Such worship services 
are trendy and superficial. There is little solemnity and reverence for 
God, but much light-hearted and frivolous singing, dancing and messages. 
In this sort of situation, immoral and materialistic men flourish quickly 
and become the leaders of the churches. They take the stage during 
worship services as pastors and worship leaders. Dreadfully, in their 
worship, the holiness of God is slighted and worldliness is endorsed. This 
is a subtle kind of idolatry, and it is unhesitatingly espoused in many 
church services. This is the tragedy of modern worship activities. When 

Worshippers must revere the holiness of 
God's presence and genuinely repent of 
their sins as they render their praise to 
Him. There should be no hesitation or 

indecisiveness in their hearts to leave sin, 
and approach God as His true servants. 
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human feelings and needs are made the 
major focus of church worship, the glory 
of God is relegated. God has strongly 
condemned such worship in His Word. 
“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as 
this people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour me, 
but have removed their heart far from 
me, and their fear toward me is taught by 
the precept of men” (Isaiah 29:13). The Lord Jesus echoed Isaiah’s 
warning in Matthew 15:7-9: “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of 
you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” 
 

Proper Conduct in Worship  
 

When we come to worship God, we enter His presence. It is entering 
the throne room of God, though not literally but in the spiritual sense, 
it is standing in worship before His throne. What sort of appearance 
would be expected from worshippers who enter His holy presence? 
Certainly, their conduct must befit His holiness and majesty. The 
Scriptures teach us that in His presence is fullness of glory, honour and 
joy. “Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in 

his place” (1 Chronicles 16:27). The 
Scriptures also tell us that “in thy presence 
is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:11). 
Hence, we must come before God with a 
heart of reverence and spiritual joy. “Let us 
come before his presence with thanksgiving, 

and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. For the LORD is a great 
God, and a great King above all gods” (Psalm 95:2-3; cf. Psalm 100:2). 
Many have incorrectly assumed that the words “joyful noise” sanction 
worldly forms of celebrations (music and dances) in church worship 
services. This has led to much carnal ecstasy rather than reverential 
joy before God. It is inexcusable that worldliness abounds in church 
worship services, corrupting the very nature of Christian worship 
everywhere. Worship requires that our thoughts, passions and the 
whole being be drawn to the august presence of God. We must teach 
our hearts to say like the Psalmist: “My soul, wait thou only upon God; 
for my expectation is from him” (Psalm 62:5). Our heart’s expectation 

“When human feelings 
and needs are made the 
major focus of church 

worship, the glory of God 
is relegated. God has 

strongly condemned such 
worship in His Word.“ 

When we come before 
God in worship, our 

conduct must befit His 
holiness and majesty.  
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must be the glory of God and the joy that His presence grants us. The 
confession of the worshippers should be: “O LORD, have we waited for 
thee; the desire of our soul is to thy 
name” (Isaiah 26:8). If our inward 
disposition is fully attuned to give glory 
to God, then there will be a natural 
outflow of proper conduct in worship. 
The original concept that is reflected in 
the Hebrew word for worship, šāhā(h), 
is that of bowing down. It is a word which compels us to adopt an 
attitude of reverence. Surely such should be the conduct of those who 
acknowledge the high throne of God. True worshippers should embrace a 
reverential life before God at all times. Their meditation, singing, 
prayer, thanksgiving, hearing of the preaching and all interactions must 
be an homage rendered to God. 
 

Worship According to God’s Will  
 
Worship must be completely congruent with the Person of God and His 
will. But how do we know who God is and what is His will? We know Him 
and His will through His Word. To worship the Lord in any manner that is 
contrary to what He has revealed in 
His Word is to come before Him in 
defiance, resisting His greatness and 
authority. In other words, to offer 
acceptable worship to God, we must 
fully conform to God’s expressed commands and provisions in the Bible. 
Worship is not a matter of human creativity as many think in these days. 
When it comes to spiritual matters like worship, human ideas and 
imaginations are unhelpful and precarious, especially when they are not 
regulated or guided by the Scriptures. Without guidance from the 
Scriptures, our ideas are severely tainted by our own sins and the 
influences of the world (Romans 3:11-12, 23). So worship is to be kept 
solemn according to the truth of God’s Word. It should never be an 
exhibition of human ideologies, philosophies, cultures and trends which 
are contrary to the revelation of God’s glory and truth. God’s 
expectation of our worship is evidenced by the fact that the first four 
of the Ten Commandments are related to the worship of God. “Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image… Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them…” (Exodus 20:4, 5). “Thou shalt not take the name of the 
LORD thy God in vain” (Exodus 20:7). “Remember the sabbath day, to 

“If our inward disposition is 
fully attuned to give glory to 

God, then there will be a 
natural outflow of proper 

conduct in worship.” 

“Worship must be completely 
congruent with the Person of 

God and His will.” 
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keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8). We will do well if we remember that worship 
was never invented by man, but ordained by God. It is about spiritual 
sacrifices ordered by God unto His own glory. It is not about novelty, 
but about conforming to the eternal truths of God. His Word is the 
manual for our worship. An act or 
performance done in God’s Name 
cannot be called genuine worship 
unless it is done in accordance to His 
Word. No matter how acceptable a 
worship service might seem to the 
onlookers, if it disregards the truths 
in His Word, God will reject it 
outright. The following are some cases in point. God rejected Cain’s 
worship but accepted Abel’s because the former was from a wicked and 
unbelieving heart (cf. Genesis 4:1-3; Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12). Another 
account to consider is the offering of strange fire by Nadab and Abihu 
before the LORD, which resulted in their deaths by fire (cf. Leviticus 
10:1-2). There are more such instances of worship which God had 
rejected (cf. 1 Samuel 15; John 2:13-22). It is a dangerous thing to 
worship God in any way other than what He has prescribed in His Word. 
 
According to His perfect holiness and wisdom, He has given us 
instructions concerning worship. To worship Him according to human 
ideas is to defy Him and provoke Him to wrath. We should never be 
presumptuous when we worship God. Jesus said to the Jews: “But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men” (Matthew 15:9; cf. Mark 7:7). In fact, He had already charged 
them in Matthew 15:6 that they have “made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition”. This truth is emphasized in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith: “The light of nature showeth that 
there is a God,  who hath lordship and sovereignty over all;  is good,  
and doeth good unto all; and is 
therefore to be feared, loved, 
praised, called upon, trusted in, 
and served, with all the heart, and 
with all the soul, and with all the 
might. But the acceptable way of 
worshipping the true God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by 
His own revealed will, that He may not be worshipped according to 
the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, 
under any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in 
the Holy Scripture” (Chapter 21, paragraph 1, bold for emphasis added).  

“[God’s] Word is the manual 
for our worship. An act or 

performance done in God’s 
Name cannot be called genuine 

worship unless it is done in 
accordance to His Word.”  

The acceptable way of 
worshipping the true God is 
instituted by Himself, and so 

limited by His own revealed will. 
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Conclusion  
 

God not only commands worship, but also directs it by His revealed will 
for His own glory. Worship is all about God. Worship is centred upon 
God. The highest priority in worship is reserved for Him; all else, even 
our needs and concerns must be secondary to 
His glory. Worship is not perfected by human 
excellence but by God’s own presence, 
empowerment and counsel. Only when the 
worshippers anchor their souls by faith on 
what God has revealed pertaining to Himself, His glory will be exalted. 
Never expect God to submit or surrender His glory to our pleasure and 
advantage; that is blasphemous. But rather let us humbly seek to behold 
His glory by faith and sing His praise evermore. 
 

************************ 
 

Above article is reproduced by kind permission of the author from the 
Bible Witness Magazine (January - March 2012, Vol. 12, Issue 1, pp. 17-

21). A digital copy of the magazine is available for free download at: 
https://biblewitness.com/magazine/ (under “Volume 12, Issue 1”).  

 
 

The highest priority in 
worship must be the 

glory of God. 
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Article:      

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith states that “The light of nature 
showeth that there is a God, who hath lordship and sovereignty over all; 
is good, and doth good unto all; and is therefore to be feared, loved, 
praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with 
all the soul, and with all the might.” (WCF 21:1) 
 
The Almighty and Sovereign God, Creator of the Universe, Saviour of 
our souls and Lord of our lives is alone worthy of worship. As the 
redeemed of the Lord (to whom we owe our being), we cannot but 
worship God, and none else. Psalm 95:6-7a says, “O come, let us worship 
and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. For he is our 
God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.” 
 
John Calvin, the 16th century theologian of the Reformed faith, taught 
that the worship of God is of utmost importance. In his treatise on “The 
Necessity of Reforming the Church”, Calvin states: 
 

“If it be inquired, then, by what things chiefly the Christian religion 
has a standing existence amongst us, and maintains its truth, it will 
be found that the following two not only occupy the principal place, 
but comprehend under them all the other parts, and consequently 
the whole substance of Christianity: that is, a knowledge, first, of 
the mode in which God is duly worshipped;  and,  secondly,  of the 
source from which salvation is to be obtained” (bold for emphasis 
added)1. 

 
Notably, in summing up the principal aspects of Christianity, he puts the 
worship of God first,  and the source of salvation second. 2 Calvin 
noted that “the first foundation of righteousness is the worship of 
God”3 and that “there is nothing more perilous to our salvation than a 
preposterous and perverse worship of God.”4 We are saved to worship 
and serve the Lord our God. That will be the principal occupation of 
saints for all eternity, and our worship on earth is a foretaste of the 
heavenly worship. 
 
In the temptation of the Lord Jesus, who was asked by Satan to worship 
him in return for all the kingdoms of the world, the Lord quoted from 
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the Scripture in His answer to Satan, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” (Matthew 4:10, bold for emphasis added). This was quoted from 
Deuteronomy 10:20, “Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou 
serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name.” (bold 
for emphasis added). Fear and reverence for God is worshipping God, and 
is manifested as serving God. 
 
No one can approach God on his own terms, or according to his own whims 
and fancies. No one can worship God according to the imaginations of his 
own heart, which, being utterly depraved, can only result in idolatry and 
error. The only way to worship and serve God must be according to what 
He prescribes in His Word.  Hence,  biblical worship,  as the term 
suggests, must be firmly based on the revealed Word of God. We shall 
draw some principles of biblical worship therefrom, with some 
references to Calvin’s writings:  
 

1. Word-Centred Worship 
 
The importance of the Word of God in worship cannot be over-
emphasized. Not only is the Word read, sung and preached, the whole 
worship of God must be in accordance to His Word.  Only what God 
has said in the Scriptures is to be allowed, and followed in worship; it is 
not what God has not forbidden 
is permitted. This is known as 
the regulative principle of 
worship.  It is strongly taught 
by Calvin (although he did not 
use the term), and is set forth 
clearly in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, which is a 
Reformed Confession used by 
the Presbyterian churches. 
Concerning the worship of God, 
the Westminster Confession of 
Faith maintains, “But the 
acceptable way of worshipping 
the true God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by His own revealed 
will,  that He may not be worshipped according to the imaginations 
and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any visible 
representation, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy 
Scripture.” (WCF 21:1, bold for emphasis added)  

 
 "... the rule which distinguishes 

between pure and vitiated worship 
is of universal application, in order 

that we may not adopt any 
device which seems fit to 
ourselves, but look to the 

injunction of Him who alone is 
entitled to prescribe."  

— John Calvin 
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The way in which God is to be worshipped,  the content of worship, 
the conduct of the worshipper – must be in accordance to God’s Word.  
There must be nothing that is introduced through man’s imagination, or 
desires, or fancies. The first four of the Ten commandments tell us 
explicitly how God is to be worshipped (see Exodus 20:3-11). 
 
In his treatise (under the section on “The Evils Which Compelled Us to 
Seek Remedies”), Calvin gave us reasons why we ought to follow God’s 
way and not our own way in worshipping God: 
 

“For there is a twofold reason why the Lord, in condemning and 
prohibiting all fictitious worship, requires us to give obedience only to 
his own voice. First, it tends greatly to establish his authority that we 
do not follow our own pleasure, but depend entirely on his sovereignty; 
and, secondly, such is our folly, that when we are left at liberty, all we 
are able to do is to go astray. And then when once we have turned 
aside from the right path, there is no end to our wanderings, until we 
get buried under a multitude of superstitions.” (Calvin, “The Necessity 
of Reforming the Church”).5 

 
The Sovereign God reserves the right to be worshipped, and to be 
worshipped in the way that pleases Him. Worship is for the pleasure of 
the Almighty God, not for the pleasure of man. Man, due to his depraved 
nature, if left to his own imagination and devices, will end up with 
idolatry, and abominable ways of worship. We can draw a few examples 
from the Bible of false worship which displeased God, led to dire 
consequences, and resulted in swift and severe judgment from God: 
 
a. Cain did not worship in accordance to God’s way, through the blood 
sacrifice of an animal in faith, and was rejected.  
 
Genesis 4:5,7 -- “But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. 
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” 
 
Pride and jealousy, and refusal to repent, led to the first murder when 
Cain killed his brother Abel. (Genesis 4:8) 
 
b. Aaron yielded to the pressure from the Israelites to make the graven 
image of a golden calf to represent God Jehovah who brought them out 
of Egypt. 
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Exodus 32:4 -- “And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it 
with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, 
These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt.” 
 
The LORD’s comment was that “they have corrupted 
themselves” (Exodus 32:7), and He was very wroth with the Israelites 
who had broken the very commandments He had given directly to Moses 
on two tables of stone, graven with His own writing (Exodus 32:7-10, 15-
16). Moses symbolically broke the tables of stone, and meted out God’s 
judgment through the sons of Levi, resulting in the death of three 
thousand men (Exodus 32:19, 26-28). 
 
c. Nadab and Abihu were struck dead at the inauguration of the 
Tabernacle worship. 
 
Leviticus 10:1 -- “ And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either 
of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.” 
 
The strange fire was not what God had commanded, and hence 
forbidden. 
 
Leviticus 10:2 -- “And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured 
them, and they died before the LORD.” 
 
Centrality of the Word in worship also means that the Word of God 
sung, read, preached and expounded on faithfully at each worship service 
must be lived out in obedience in our daily lives and in personal worship. 
Holy living and worship cannot be separated; fear and reverence for God 
must evoke the fear of offending God. Calvin comments, “For then only 
we truly worship him when we follow what he has commanded us, and 
render obedience to his word.” (Calvin’s commentary on Romans 5:19, 
bold for emphasis added.)6  
 

2. God-Centred Worship 
 
Knowing who God is, and His nature and character, should bring us to 
honour and worship Him in reverential fear. Worship of God is all about 
God and none of self. 
 

“What is meant by the due worship of God: Its chief foundation is to 
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acknowledge him to be, as he is,  the only source of all virtue,  
justice, holiness, wisdom, truth, power, goodness, mercy, life, and 
salvation; in accordance with this, to ascribe and render to him the 
glory of all that is good, to seek all things in him alone, and in 
every want have recourse to him alone.” (Calvin, “The Necessity of 
Reforming the Church”, bold for emphasis added).7 

 

God’s image is not to be marred or contaminated, and is alone to be 
worshipped, without having to share His glory with any other. Hence 
there must not be any physical representation of God in the house of 
God, or at home.  
 
Isaiah 42:8 -- “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not 
give to another, neither my praise to graven images.” 
 
Direct access to God has been made possible through the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone, without help from any other man, imagery, method or 
ceremony.  
 
Ephesians 2:18 -- “For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” 
 
While there may not be any idols in our church, there may be many idols 
in our hearts, that hinder our true worship of God, be it the things of 
the world which we put our confidence in, or self. Away with all these, 
and worship only the One Living and True God, giving ourselves wholly 
unto Him. 
 

3. Heart-Centred Worship 
 
Worship of God is not merely an external form of show, or in the object 
of ceremonies, but from a sincere heart. On the Reformed view of 
worship, Pr Ko Lingkang, in his lectures on Calvinism: Old vs New (2018), 
has rightly observed that “all through history, Reformed and 
Presbyterian worship has always been characterized by simple, orderly, 
solemn, reverential attitudes that seek to place attention wholly upon 
God,” and that “the object of every item of worship is to elevate one’s 
heart and direct it to focus on the worship of the Sovereign, 
Almighty, Holy and Majestic Lord, who alone is worthy of all 
praise.” (bold for emphasis added).8 

 
Calvin’s writings also emphasize the importance of the sincerity of heart 
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in worship. In Chapter 2 of his “Institutes of the Christian Religion”, he 
describes the response of the pious to the true knowledge of God as 
such: “Besides, he restrains himself from sin, not merely from a dread 
of vengeance, but because he loves and reveres God as his Father, 
honours and worships him as his Lord, and, even though there were no 
hell, would shudder at the thought of offending him. See, then, the 
nature of pure and genuine religion. It consists in faith, united with a 
serious fear of God, comprehending a voluntary reverence, and 
producing legitimate worship agreeable to the injunctions of the law. 
And this requires to be the more carefully remarked, because men in 
general render to God a formal worship, but very few truly reverence 
him;  while great ostentation in ceremonies is universally displayed,  
but sincerity of heart is rarely to be found.” (bold for emphasis 
added).9 Here we see that true worship is heart-worship: 
 

(i) A Right Heart 
 

True worship requires a right heart that lives in holy and godly 
obedience to God’s Word, and refrains itself from sin. This comes about 
because of his love for God as his Heavenly Father, and fear to offend 
God. He is sensitive to sin in his life, and when made aware of its 
presence, will immediately acknowledge it, confess and repent so that 
his fellowship with God can once again be restored. He will ensure that 
he is always walking right with God. 
 
1 Samuel 15:22 -- “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams.” 
 
Psalm 51:17 -- “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 
 

(ii) A Sincere Heart 
 

Reverence to God should invoke true worship from the heart in faith, 
not revelling in the external forms of worship.  
 
“That God dwells not, and sets no value on ceremonies considered only in 
themselves; that he looks to the faith and truth of the heart; and that 
the only end for which he commanded, and for which he approves them, 
is that they may be pure exercises of faith, and prayer, and 



17 

 

praise.” (Calvin, “The Necessity of Reforming 
the Church”, bold for emphasis added).10  
 
The motto of Calvin’s emblem is, in Latin, “Cor 
meum tibi offero, Domine, prompte et 
sincere” which, translated into English, reads, 
“My heart I offer to you, O Lord, promptly 
and sincerely”. It summarises Calvin’s 
devotion to the Lord whom he serves and 
worships, with the emphasis on the heart, 
and not in external forms of worship and service. It should be ours too. 

 
(iii) An Expectant Heart 

 
Psalm 24:5 -- “He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 
 
Worship is all about God, and offering up praise, about meeting with God, 
not expecting anything in return. Yet God is gracious, and is waiting to 
pour out His spiritual blessings upon worshippers. 
 

4. In Spirit and in Truth 
 
The worship of the one living and true God must be done in spirit and in 
truth.  Jesus highlighted this in His discourse with the Samaritan 
woman in John 4:23-24 – “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
 
With the coming of the Lord Jesus as the Messiah to be the perfect 
sacrifice on the cross for our sins, the worship of God is changed from 
the type to the truth, from the shadow to the substance – the real 
thing. No longer does the worshipper need to go through the Levitical 
priesthood, or the sacrifice of animals, or worship at a specific location 
(namely, the Temple in Jerusalem), but every true Christian can worship 
God at any place with a true heart in faith, and his worship can be 
accepted by God. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only way to approach God; 
His sacrifice the only accepted sacrifice, and His righteousness imputed 
to us sinners the only righteousness God accepts. 
 
We must ensure that our worship of God is spiritual. Albert Barnes 

Calvin’s Emblem (by Benjamin Yeo) 
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explains the correlation between spiritual worship and one’s heart as 
follows: “Spiritual worship is that where the heart is offered to God, 
and where we do not depend on external forms for acceptance.” (Albert 
Barnes, bold and italics added for emphasis).11 

 
Calvin also explained what is meant by “spiritual worship” in his 
commentary on John 4:23 --  
 

“Why, and in what sense, is the worship of God called spiritual? To 
understand this, we must attend to the contrast between the spirit 
and outward emblems, as between the shadows and the truth. The 
worship of God is said to consist in the spirit, because it is nothing 
else than that inward faith of the heart which produces prayer, and, 
next, purity of conscience and self-denial, that we may be dedicated 
to obedience to God as holy sacrifices.” (bold for emphasis added).12 

 
Conclusion 

 
It is indeed a great privilege to be able to worship the Almighty God, 
Creator of the universe, the Sovereign Lord, and our Saviour and 
Redeemer, to be elevated to meet with Him, and to serve Him. However, 
it must be done in the way prescribed in the Scriptures, according to 
what God wants, and in the way He desires, for His own pleasure, with a 
sincere and perfect heart towards God. It must never be through our 
own ways, or according to the desires of our own hearts. 

 

 
************************ 
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“Men will never worship God with a sincere 

heart, or be roused to fear and obey Him 

with sufficient zeal, until they properly 

understand how much they are indebted 

to His mercy.” 

 

“Lawful worship consists in obedience alone.”  

 

“Those who set up a fictitious worship, merely worship and adore 

their own delirious fancies; indeed, they would never dare so to 

trifle with God, had they not previously fashioned Him after their 

own childish conceits.”  

 

“If we are not our own, but the Lord's, it is clear to what purpose all 

our deeds must be directed. We are not our own, therefore neither 

our reason nor our will should guide us in our thoughts and 

actions. We are not our own, therefore we should not seek what is 

only expedient to the flesh. We are not our own, therefore, as far 

as possible, let us forget ourselves and our own interests.”   

 

"Let us know and be fully persuaded, that wherever the faithful, who 

worship Him purely and in due form, according to the 

appointment of His Word, are assembled together to engage in the 

solemn acts of religious worship, He is graciously present, and 

presides in the midst of them."  

 

************************ 

John Calvin (1509– 1564) 
French Theologian 

John Calvin  
on  

Biblical Worship 
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Article:      

 

God is the author of peace and order, not chaos and confusion                
(1 Corinthians 14:33). As such, God wants our worship to be in an orderly, 
predictive and systematic manner. There should be no surprise or 
ignorance of what comes next during the worship service. The entire 
worship service must be conformed to a certain acceptable pattern that 
is determined by Scriptural principles. Worship must be “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) and with “clean hands and pure hearts” (Psalm 24:4). 
Any other worship by man’s devices will not be acceptable to God. The 
Holy Spirit must be the One who directs and guides us in our worship of 
the Triune God, for without Him there can be no true worship. The 
following delineates the general order of worship for a Bible-
Presbyterian church. Although the order is not stated explicitly in the 
Scriptures, it is based upon biblical principles and is also planned in such 
a way that it aids one in a biblical and orderly worship of God from the 
beginning to the end of the service. 
 

(i) Call to Worship 
 

Prior to the call to worship is the singing of “The LORD is in His Holy 
Temple” taken from Habakkuk 2:20. This helps to prepare worshippers 
for worship, so that they may quieten their hearts, and know that God is 
present in the midst of their worship (cf. Psalm 11:4). 
 
Immediately after the prayerful singing, the chairman begins by making 
a call to worship which summons the congregation to worship the Lord. 
Not all who arrive in the church sanctuary are ready to worship the 
Lord. Some may be upset over family arguments developed on their way 
to church. Some may be struggling with severe temptations known only 
to them. Others may have their minds occupied with important business 
decisions which must be made in the coming week. The call to worship 
must bring their attention back to the all-important activity of 
corporate communion with God which is each individual’s privilege to 
participate. 
 
The call to worship is prescribed in God’s own Word. The Scriptures 
should be the only source used to call men to contemplate the greatness 
of God and to worship Him. The Book of Psalms is full of verses 
containing very specific calls to worship. The call should rouse the 
congregation into action: Ready to worship! 
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(ii) Opening Hymn 
 
Immediately following the call to worship, the chairman leads the 
congregation in singing the opening hymn. After the congregation has 
been called to worship,  there must be a proper response. An opportunity 
must be provided for the people to do what they have been called to do. 
The best offer is a hymn of adoration and praise. A well-chosen hymn 
can launch the worship service into a time of great blessing. 
 

(iii) Opening Prayer 
 
This is not the pastoral prayer but a prayer of worship, adoration and 
thanksgiving. It is an acknowledgement of God’s sovereign majesty and 
grace, honour and glory. A prayer of adoration and worship should direct 
the attention of the congregation to the Lord, His greatness and 
holiness, and our great privilege of approaching Him in biblical worship. 
The prayer then ends with the singing of “Gloria Patri”.  
 
“Gloria Patri” (“Gloria” means “glory” and “Patri” means “father”) is a 
Latin phrase which literally means “giving glory to the Father”. Even 
though the title of the hymn may seem to ascribe glory to the Father, it 
does not mean that the Son and the Holy Spirit are not included. The 
content of the hymn teaches us that glory is to be rightly given to the 
Triune God, and not just God the Father, but also to God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit. All three Persons in the Godhead are one (and 
united) in essence, power and glory. This short and concise hymn directly 
exalts and ascribes to God all the glory that He deserves. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now  

and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen.” 
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(iv) Scripture Reading 
 
Scripture reading is one of the most important part of the worship 
service. It is required of every worshipper to read God’s Word 
reverentially. A Psalm or other passage of Scripture is usually chosen. 
Responsive or unison reading would enhance worshippers’ participation in 
the worship of God. There is power in God’s Word to lead the soul to 
worship. 
 

(v) Second Hymn 
 
The second hymn is chosen to express the believer’s thanks to God for 
the salvific work of Christ and the blessings which flow from it. This is 
the very heart of the Christian’s worship. Without the redemptive work 
of Christ, we would have no cause for assurance and hope. 

 
(vi) Tithes & Offerings 

 
Not many churches include this as part of worship. Giving is also worship. 
The reason is because we are setting aside offerings for the support of 
God's House, which includes His servants. It is definitely biblical to 
include the giving of tithes and offerings as part of our worship service 
(Malachi 3:8). Every effort should be made to ensure that (a) the 
collection is dignified and worshipful, (b) minimum time is taken to 
collect from the entire congregation, and (c) worshippers have given 
meaningfully according to God’s command. The collection ends with the 
singing of the “Doxology” and a short prayer of thanksgiving and 
supplication made by the worship chairman. 
 
The term “Doxology” is a compound Greek phrase made up of two Greek 
words “doxa” (i.e. “glory”) and “logos” (i.e. “word”). Literally, it means 
“word of glory” and is a short hymn of praise and glory to God. The 
doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” was written by an 
English Anglican minister named Thomas Ken in the 17th century. While 
serving as a chaplain in Winchester College, he wrote the Morning Hymn 
and Evening Hymn for the students there. Both hymns end with this 
doxology. This was how it started to be used as part of worship.  
 

(vii) Third Hymn 
 
Usually the third hymn is chosen to prepare the congregation for 
pastoral prayer. It should encourage the stillness of heart in the 
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worshippers and prepare them to pray with the pastor in his pastoral 
prayer. 
 

(viii) Pastoral Prayer 
 
This is a prayer made by the pastor in which he would commit the whole 
church and her missions to the Lord. The congregation prays together 
with the pastor and should unite in one heart with him in prayer. It is not 
only necessary but also important that the pastoral prayer be included 
as part of worship. This is because, more than the prayer itself, it is the 
life and soul of the pastor who is representing the congregation before 
the great and sovereign God. 
 
The pastoral prayer is the pastor’s prayer from his heart to God, which 
must find its root in biblical theology, and exercised with unfeigned 
faith in his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The prayer must be carefully 
done with serious thought and deep meditation as the pastor comes 
before God’s throne of grace to represent God’s people in prayer. 
 

(ix) Scriptural Reading Before Sermon 
 
The reading of Scripture before the sermon is to prepare the 
congregation to receive the preached Word of God. Usually, the 
chairman will read the portion of God’s Word that the preacher will 
preach from before passing the time to him to expound on the text.  
 

(x) Sermon 
 
The sermon is the heart of worship. God’s Word is given to the 
congregation through a man appointed by God. We usually call him the 
preacher, or the messenger of God’s Word. The pastor is usually the 
preacher since he has been given the mandate to feed the flock of God. 
The only way to feed the flock is to preach God’s Word faithfully. As 
the Word is preached boldly and faithfully, the same Word is to be 
received gladly by the congregation, not as the word of man, but as the 
Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 
 
The preacher must prepare his sermon well. Since he is given the 
mandate to preach God’s Word, he must do so by making sure that the 
exposition of God’s Word is done correctly with the right application, so 
that the congregation may, with the help of the Holy Spirit, respond in 
obedience to God and His Word. 
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Let all preachers realize their grave responsibility in giving out the Word 
correctly, spiritually, faithfully and with convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit. With God's Word and God's Spirit at work, the body of Christ 
will be built up, nourished and strengthened. The sermon is then ended 
with a word of prayer. 
 

(xi) Closing Hymn 
 
This closing hymn is carefully selected to reinforce the sermon. It is a 
hymn of response to what has been preached. 
 

(xii) Benediction 
 

This closing prayer by the minister of the Gospel constitutes the climax 
of the worship service. There is no reason why one should miss this part 
of the worship service unless there is a duty to attend to. The service is 
not over until the benediction is pronounced. 
 
What is the benediction? The benediction is simply asking for God’s 
blessing to be upon the people. It is a pronouncement made only by the 
minister of the Gospel. Apostle Paul usually ends his Epistles by a 
benediction (2 Corinthians 13:4; Ephesians 6:23-24). He desired that 
God would bless the readers after reading His Word and that there 
would be spiritual impact and change made to their spiritual life. 
Benedictions bring about encouragement and assurance of God’s strength 
and care upon His own people as they put their trust in Him. The 
benediction ends with the singing of a “Three-fold Amen” by the 
congregation. 
 

(xiii) Announcements 
  
Some churches have their announcements after the offertory prayers. 
This might, in the opinion of some, disrupt the spirit of worship. It is a 
good practice, therefore, to have announcements placed after the 
benediction. Finally the singing of “The LORD bless you and keep 
you”  leads to the end of the worship service. This is the benediction in 
song. There is no better hymn to end the worship service than the 
singing of this benediction in song. It is an excellent way to seek the 
Lord’s blessings for one another. We need His blessings because without 
Him, we are nothing. Surely we want God to bless us and keep us, to give 
us His peace and comfort in our heart, to protect us from all harm and 
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danger, to supply us with wisdom and strength to live for Him. These are 
just some of the blessings we desire from God everyday. 

 
Other Special Items 

 
It is not unusual to have some special items occasionally included in the 
worship service. The followings are some common additions to the Lord’s 
Day Worship Service. 
 

(i) Choir Presentation 
 
As Martin Luther had rightly observed, music is next to theology. It is 
meaningful to have choir presentations by adults or children on special 
occasions such as Good Friday, Christmas Praise Service and Gospel 
Sunday, etc. Choir presentations must not be regarded as a form of 
“entertainment”. It is a ministry to minister to the congregation by 
pointing them to God and His Words through the songs they sing. 
 
The songs presented should be relevant to the occasion and bring 
edification and encouragement to the congregation. Such presentations 
should not draw men away from focusing on God. Solo presentations are 
usually not encouraged as they can easily cause the congregation to 
focus on the individuals (and their talents) rather than on God. 
 

(ii) Sacraments: Lord’s Supper 
 
For the B-P Church, the Lord’s Supper is administered once a month, in 
obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ who has instructed believers to do 
so, “as oft as … in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:25). The  Bread 
and the Cup must be prepared with honour and sobriety, and made 
available for every communicant. Only the ordained minister of the 
Gospel is allowed to administer the two Christian sacraments, namely the 
Lord’s Supper and Water Baptism. The main reason why only the 
ordained minister of the Gospel is allowed to administer the sacraments 
is to prevent abuse and to ensure that they are properly conducted and 
in order. Elders and Deacons may be called to assist the minister in 
service. 
 

(iii) Sacraments: Water Baptism 
 
Water baptism is to be held after the catechumens have completed 
their Basic Bible Knowledge class and have successfully passed the 
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interview by the Pastor and Elders (Board of Elders) of the church. 
Through the interview, the Board of Elders will access the catechumens 
if they have truly put their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour, and also whether they have understood the basic doctrines of 
the Christian faith. The reason for such strict examination is because 
the observance of the water baptism sacrament is also accompanied by 
church membership. 
  
Water baptism is normally administered in Truth BPC once in six months 
if there are candidates. A bowl of clean water is prepared for the 
minister to baptize all the candidates for baptism, and this includes  
infants if there are any. This is usually held before the Lord’s Supper so 
that after baptism, all may partake of the Bread and Cup. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Every worshipper must worship God in a manner that is acceptable to 
God and which glorifies Him. Our worship on earth provides us a glimpse 
of what eternal worship would be like. May God help us to worship Him in 
an acceptable and orderly manner. Amen. 
 

 
************************ 
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Peter Masters’ Worship in the Melting Pot seeks to examine the issues 
and challenges that churches face with regard to worship. It also warns 
readers of the danger of contemporary worship and how it violates the 
biblical principles of worship. Worship is not a matter of man’s choice 
and preference. Rather, it should be based on principles laid out by God 
in the Bible. Contemporary worship cannot coexist with the traditional 
form of worship because they represent opposing concepts of worship. 
 

Overview 
 

In the first chapter, Peter Masters provided a brief history on the 
origin of contemporary worship, and showed how it had its roots traced 
to the hippies in the late 1960s, as well as the influx of a new stream of 
‘Christian songs’ written by those who wanted worship music to be like 
secular rock music. Contemporary worship also breaches all the biblical 
principles recovered at the Reformation. 
 
In the next three chapters (Chapters 2 – 4), Peter Masters identified 
three major deviations of contemporary worship and how we should 
assess them in the light of God’s Word. Contrary to biblical principles 
that teach us to worship God “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24), 
contemporary worship promotes worship that is aesthetic (as opposed to 
spiritual), ecstatic (as opposed to rational) and profane (as opposed to 
sacred). 
 
In the following five chapters (Chapters 5 – 9), Peter Masters exhorts 
readers to “let the Lord define worship”. We cannot worship God by 
dancing or hand-raising or in any other way except that which is defined 
by God. There are remarkable details concerning God’s own definition of 

Worship in the Melting Pot. London: Wakeman Trust, 
2002. 148pp. ISBN 1870855337. 

Book Review: 

Peter Masters’  

“Worship in the  

Melting Pot”   
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worship in Revelation 4-5 which describe how the cherubim and elders 
worship God in heaven. He also clarified that although there were many 
musical instruments mentioned in the Old Testament, God had imposed 
strict restrictions on the use of only some instruments for worship, and 
they were used only at specific times. The Israelites were a nation-state 
as well as a church. Although the Israelites used instruments such as 
dulcimer and timbrel, these instruments were excluded from use in the 
Temple. The Temple instruments were psaltery, harp, and cymbals and 
they were to be played by the Levites. The trumpet was played by the 
priests for special purposes, and not for the normal accompaniment of 
singing. (1 Chronicles 15:16; 16:5-6,42; 25:1-6).  
 
Peter Masters, arrived at a list for the order of church worship based 
on the elements of worship observed in Psalms and New Testament 
prayers. Objective worship first begins with an invocation (i.e. the calling 
upon of God), followed by worship comprising adoration, praise and 
blessing (which focuses on the attributes of God and the redemptive 
work of Christ), and thanksgiving (for salvation in general) and 
affirmation (i.e. the worshipper’s trust in God and his profession of 
faith). Based on the biblical principle laid out in 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40, 
Masters also provided a guideline on the style of worship. The right style 
of worship should not be of confusion, but of peace, with all things done 
decently and in order. 
 
In Chapters 10 – 12 of the book, the author also introduced the birth of 
hymns, as well as the standards for worthy hymns to be used during 
worship. The standards are: 
 

1. It should reflect the example and method of Psalms  
(which is the Old Testament hymnbook inspired by God). 
2. It should edify the worshipper. 
3. It should be reverent. 
4. It must be doctrinally clear. 
5. It should avoid over-ornamental lines and be clear in its expression. 
6. It should have a good structure and sensible rhyming (the technical 
part of hymn writing). 
7. It should be free from mystical statements. 

 
The lack of reverence for God is the root of all our problems today and 
the reason why God is not worshipped in the way He ought to be 
worshipped. Peter Masters exhorts readers, in Chapter 13, to let 
reverence begin in the place of worship, for he observed that, “Today 
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many evangelical Christians have remodelled God, turning Him into a 
being only a bit higher than themselves. He is no longer the infinite, 
almighty, holy God, Who sees and searches every heart. He is merely a 
chum or pal sharing our smallness and triviality, and enjoying our 
entertainment-based culture. He is no longer feared; no longer to be 
given reverence” (p.119). There is a need for fear and reverence for God. 
He cited the Lord Jesus Himself as the great example who maintained 
the deepest reverence for God the Father when living out for us a life 
of perfection. When we come to God with reverence and submission, we 
will have genuine Christian joy in worship. This joy is in contrast to the 
shallow, worked up emotions of worldly, entertainment type of worship. 
 
The last chapter (Chapter 14) consists of warnings of how dangerous 
contemporary worship is. Peter Masters warned, “if we give new worship 
the smallest foothold it will ruin the highest activity entrusted to us – 
the reverent, intelligent and joyful offering of spiritual praise” (p.136). 
If we adopt new worship, it will blur the line that separates the church 
from the world, and in time to come, the individual churches will change 
character. 
 

Conclusion 
 
One of the thoughts that stood out for me in this book is that worship 
starts in the mind. If it bypasses understanding, it is not true worship. 
Words and thoughts are everything in worship. We are spiritually moved 
not by melody or beauty or spectacle but by what we understand. Music 
may only assist at a practical level but it cannot be used to express 
worship. Music is a wonderful gift from God but it must never drown the 
worship offered in spirit and in truth. 
 
The biblical principles laid out in this book, coupled with the practice of 
them in worship have also helped me to better understand why we 
worship God the way we do in conservative and fundamental churches 
today. This book is easy to read and understand. I will recommend this 
book to all who are directly involved in the worship service (whether 
they are the worship leaders, musicians or the rest of the worshippers 
at the pews) to consider reading this book. By having a deeper 
understanding of why we do what we do during worship, may God help us 
to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

 
 

************************ 
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“How can you expect to dwell with God forever,  

if you so neglect and forsake Him here?”  
  

“People may love a God of their own imaginations,  

when they are far from loving such a God as reigns in heaven.”  

 

“The good Lord grant, that false religion may cease,  

and true religion prevail through the earth!”  
 

 

 
― Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

American preacher, missionary, theologian 
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(I) Call to Salvation 
 

I praise and thank God for His grace in my life. I am an only child, and I 
grew up in a Christian home. My father died when I was five months old 
and my mother remarried when I was one. Later, I was brought up by my 
grandparents and aunt. Although there were family members who did not 
want me to live (and tried to kill me) because of family inheritance, I am 
grateful to God for keeping me safe. My grandparents are faithful 
worshippers of God, and they took me to Sunday School every Lord’s 
Day. There I learned about God’s Word. However, I did not know or 
understand what was true salvation. I thought we were saved as long as 
we followed Jesus, faithfully worshipped Him and be obedient to His 
Word. But life was empty and meaningless, and there was no peace. Going 
to church was also only out of duty. It was only when I was in high school 
that I started to have a strong desire to worship God. Going to church 
became the most important thing, and I experienced God’s peace when I 
worshipped Him. I began to realize and understand that only in God can 
my soul be at peace. But I still doubted as to whether I was saved or 
not. I had a fear of death because I thought death was the end of 
everything, and I did not know where I would go after death.  
 
When I was at Calvary Batam Bible College, I was taught that all men 
are sinners (Romans 3:10, 20) and will one day perish in hell (Romans 
6:23). Only by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ can man be 
forgiven and saved (Ephesians 2:8-9). God’s Word taught me who I am 
and who God is, and how I can be saved. Knowing these gave me great 
joy. I acknowledged that I was a sinner, living a life of sin that would 
lead me to eternal damnation in hell. No good deeds can save me. Only by 
God’s grace and through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ can I be saved. 
Therefore, I repented and sincerely believed that Jesus is God 
incarnate who was crucified on the Cross for me, and He shed His 
precious blood to wash away all my sins. He died, was buried and on the 
third day rose again. I believe that Jesus is my only Lord and Saviour. 
Through this confession, I believe I have been forgiven and have eternal 

Testimony: 

By  Jansel Dachi 
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life (Romans 10:9-10). After that, I felt great consolation, peace and joy. 
I am no longer afraid of death because I know that I will be in heaven 
according to God’s promise. As a child of God, I must grow in Christ and 
live in obedience to His Word.  
 

(II) Call to Full-time Service 
 
I am grateful to God for calling me to serve Him. My family had hoped 
that after my high school studies, I could work in a company or start a 
business. They were looking forward to my “success” as this would help 
with the family’s finances. I too had such a purpose.  
 
When I was in the 3rd year of junior high school, I began to think that 
earning money was not the most important thing. I felt in my heart that 
it would be better if I could serve God full-time. When I thought of 
becoming a successful person (in the eyes of the world), I immediately 
felt anxious and fearful. I felt the burden and also the longing to 
surrender my life entirely to serve the Lord. Every time I thought of 
serving God, my heart became calm, joyful and even delighted. I kept 
thinking about what I was living for. Do I want to seek the treasures of 
the world or to serve the Lord? When I looked at my schoolmates with 
their bad testimonies, I thought to myself, “Why do they behave like 
that?” And when I look at every servant of God in church, I said to 
myself, “How blessed they are!” During one Lord’s Day service, the lyrics 
of a hymn touched my heart. I contemplated God’s love in my life, and 
was grateful for His care and help. I promised God that I would give my 
life to serve Him. When I was about to finish school, I spoke to my 
grandparents (who brought me up) about wanting to be a servant of God, 
to serve Him. But my grandparents and my aunt (who had been helping 
me with my school fees) were against it. I was in a very difficult 
situation. But it did not stop me from going from town to town to search 
for a school of theology. My family continued to pressure me not to do 
so because it did not fit their expectations. I was desperate and I 
prayed, “Lord, I have done everything I can to go to a school of theology 
to study Your Word and to prepare myself to serve You. I have tried but 
I cannot do it. So, my responsibilities are over. God, You must not blame 
me, for I have tried.” Despite this, my search did not stop. 
 
One day, I went to my high school office and asked if there was any 
information about a school of theology. Praise God! A teacher said, “You 
go to Mr Famakhoi and ask for a list of theological schools in Batam.” (Mr 
Famakhoi studied in FEBC and had served at GAPPI Batam.) Mr 
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Famakhoi’s home was not too far from mine. On meeting with Mr 
Famakhoi, we spoke much about God’s call to serve Him. I remembered 
Mr Famakhoi asking why I desired to study God’s Word in a school of 
theology. I answered, “To serve God not only in teaching the Word of 
God and preaching the Gospel, I also want to serve God in other ways. I 
want to understand and convey the truth of God’s Word to the Church 
and to preach the Gospel. In addition, I want to be moulded to be a 
person who is ready to serve the Lord.” After a long talk, Mr Famakhoi 
gave me the application form for studies at Calvary Batam Bible College. 
I was grateful and joyful. I returned to my home village and informed 
my family. After my grandparents heard what I told them, they began 
to understand that I might be called by God.  
 
Since then, my grandparents accepted and supported me. But not my 
aunt who was disappointed with me. After completing the paperwork, I 
went to Batam myself. I did not know where Batam was, and had to ask 
many people how I could get there. But I took courage and leaned on the 
Lord and pleaded with Him for help in my journey. Thank God that I 
arrived at Calvary Batam Bible College safely. When I was there, I 
learned a lot from God’s Word and I served the Lord. For me, serving 
the Lord is not just a Christian duty. It is the most important thing in 
my life. I promise and pray that I will surrender my life to serve the 
Lord according to His truth for the rest of my life under all 
circumstances. I want to preach the Gospel to as many people as 
possible and teach them the truth of God’s Word so that they can grow 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. I always ask that God will help, lead and 
strengthen me to serve Him for life.  
 
Why do I want to study in the Far Eastern Bible College? Because I 
want to study God’s Word more deeply, especially the many doctrines in 
the Bible. I also want to learn more about how I can serve God, and to 
have the character of a true servant of God. My goal is to become a 
teacher of God’s Word and to have a consistent good testimony in the 
will of God. May God help me, and lead me in my study of His Word in 
FEBC, and may all glory and honour be unto Him alone.  

 
************************ 

 
Truth Missions Society is fully supporting Jansel’s BRe course in FEBC. 
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Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 1 to 9 Sept 2018” 
By  Justin Wan 

Team Members: Ng Boon Choo (Leader), Karen Lee, Justin Wan 
Objective: To assist True Gospel, True Faith and Lively Hope BPCs in the 
running of their Vacation Bible Schools (VBS).  
 
True Gospel, True Faith and Lively Hope BPCs had adopted the theme 
“Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9) for their VBS this year. The 
children were taught four lessons from the book of Jonah: “God is 
Love” (Jonah 1), “Jonah Experienced God’s Love” (Jonah 2), “God’s Love 
Saves Sinners” (Jonah 3) and “God’s Love Extends to All Men” (Jonah 4). 
In view of this theme, the Singapore team presented the song “For God 
So Loved the World” in English and Khmer on the last day of each VBS. 
We also had daily evening devotions on “The Call to Serve” led by Sis 
Boon Choo who drew lessons from God’s calling of Jonah, Samuel, Moses 
and Isaiah. Thank God for the lessons learnt as we reflected on how 
these prophets responded to God’s call of service. 
 
On Saturday (1 Sep), the Singapore team left on the 12.10pm flight to 
Phnom Penh. Pr Rotha met us at the Phnom Penh airport and we took a 3-
hour ride to Kampot in a hired car. At Kampot, we joined Pr Rotha and 
family for dinner and then went on to have a VBS briefing with True 
Faith’s leaders and helpers.  
 
The team worshipped at True Faith BPC on Sunday (2 Sep). We 
presented the song “For God So Loved the World” during the Junior 
Sunday School. During the worship service, Pr Thaven spoke from James 
chapter 2 on how faith without works is dead. Immediately after the 
service, Pr Rotha taught at the Adult Sunday School and reinforced the 
message that was preached. After lunch, the team went to True Gospel 
BPC to have a VBS briefing, before joining Pr Sopheak and family for 
dinner fellowship.  
 
True Faith VBS (3-4 Sep) 
Despite having only a few helpers, the VBS ran smoothly at True Faith. 
Thank God for holding back the rain though the sky was dark. Thank God 
also that 63 children attended the VBS on the first day. Another seven 
joined the next day. After registration, opening prayer, Singspiration 
and memory verse, the children were divided into the younger and older 
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groups for their messages. Sis Boon Choo, Pr Sopheak, Pr Rotha and Sis 
Karen were the speakers for the first day. The children also had a short 
break, followed by Singspiration, in between the 
messages. Thank God for enabling me to teach the 
children the English version of “For God So Loved 
the World” at True Faith and True Gospel’s VBS. For 
craft work on Day One, the children coloured pre-
cut paper plates to make the big fish, which 
swallowed Jonah. They also attached a beaded 
figurine representing Jonah to the inside of the 
paper plate so that it could be seen hanging in the fish’s mouth when 
opened. Sis Saron led the children for craft at True Faith VBS. This 
craft idea was also used by the other two churches. 
 
Pr John Saray, Sis Karen and Pr Thaven spoke on the second day of the 
VBS. The children also enjoyed the games which Pr Thaven planned. The 
children had to first crawl under a string before walking with part of 
their body inside a wire bent to look like a fish towards a box filled with 
ice and water. They would then put their hand into the box of icy water 
to get either a cross, a fish or a figurine representing Jonah. The VBS 
ended with a time of Gospel sharing where the children were split into 
four groups. Each preacher took a group and shared the Gospel with 
them. 

True Faith VBS 2018 
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True Gospel VBS (5-6 Sep) 
Thank God for True Gospel VBS. There were 
54 children on Day 1, and 59 on Day 2. Both 
True Faith and True Gospel had similar VBS 
timetable and shared the same speakers as 
well. Thank God that True Gospel had 
sufficient helpers. In fact, they had the most 
number of helpers as compared to the other 
two churches. The Bible school students came 
to help too. They led the children in the Bible 
verse memorization while Sis Thavy led the children in the craft work. 
Bro Bun Kouy was supposed to come from Siem Reap on 5 Sep to serve 
with us at True Gospel and Lively Hope VBS. However, he fell ill and was 
not able to join us in the end. Thank God Pr Sopheak could help to 
translate Sister Karen’s message in his place. Pr Thaven conducted the 
same games on Day 2 and the children really enjoyed it.  

Teaching of God’s Word at True Gospel VBS 

True Gospel VBS 2018 

 



37 

 

The team left for Sihanoukville on Thursday (6 Sep) after the VBS 
debrief with True Gospel leaders and helpers. Thank God that Pr 
Sopheak could drive us to Sihanoukville as planned, although he had to 
first send his mother-in-law who was unwell to the hospital. Thank God 
she was able to be discharged the following day. On reaching Lively 
Hope’s new premises, we had dinner fellowship with Pr John Saray and 
family before our VBS briefing.  
 
Lively Hope VBS (7-8 Sep) 
Lively Hope VBS ministered to 38 children on the first day, and 37 
children the day after. The children were divided into four different 
groups. They were given points for good behaviour during the VBS, and 
for their participation in the games and their skit presentation, so that 
“the best group” could be identified. Like True Faith and True Gospel, 
Lively Hope BPC also had a half-day VBS program which ended at about 
noon. A notable difference, however, was that Lively Hope VBS Craft 
was held on the second day instead of the first. This allowed our team to 
help with the craft preparation at the end of the first day of their VBS. 
Sis Lydia had not been well and there was also a change in the amount of 
work they wanted the children to do during the craft, resulting in the 
last minute preparatory work needed. Thank God that all the preparation 
was done in time and Sis Lydia, by God’s enabling, managed to lead in the 
craft during the VBS. As Pr Thaven had just recovered from his illness, 
he did not make the trip to Sihanoukville to help with the games. Instead 
Pr Rotha conducted the games. Pr Sopheak took over Pr Thaven’s lesson, 
which required him to stay an additional night in Sihanoukville. We were 
blessed to have Pr Sopheak with us. 
Not only did he provide us with the 
necessary transport, he also joined 
our team for our evening devotions 
and helped us to better prepare for 
our song item the night before our 
presentation. The VBS ended with 
skit presentations by the children of 
the various groups. They acted out 
the story of Jonah to help themselves 
and others to better remember what 
they learnt from the messages.  
 
Before we left for Phnom Penh airport for our flight home on Sunday (9 
Sep), we sat in at Lively Hope Junior Sunday School, where Sis Lydia 
taught the children a lesson on Noah’s Ark. Thank God for blessing the 

Preparing for the skit presentation 
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three churches with good weather during their VBS and for granting the 
team good health and journey mercies. Truly, God is good. Praise the 
Lord! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************ 

Teaching of God’s Word at Lively Hope VBS 

Lively Hope VBS 2018 

Lively Hope Sunday School 



39 

 

Missions Trip Report: 

By  Carol Lee 

“From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD's 
name is to be praised” (Psalm 113:3). How I praise and thank God for this 
year’s missions trip to Kenya! Our faithful Lord has once again watched 
over me, granted me safety, good health and strength, and provided for 
all my needs. Truly, the LORD’s Name is to be praised! 
 
Again through the kind invitation of, and arrangement by, Rev Michael 
Koech (Chairman of the East Africa Christian Association, Vice-Bishop of 
the Africa Gospel Unity Church, Principal of Bomet Bible Institute and 
Pastor of Kapkwan AGUC), I taught a 16-hour Vacation Bible Course on 
“Jesus the Master Teacher” at the Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) from 26 
to 29 Nov (Mon to Thur). It was attended by 22 students. This course 
was also to be offered at the Kisumu Bible School (KBS) the following 
week, but it did not materialise due to a lack of students. The retired 
Archbishop of the Holy Trinity Church of Africa (HTCA), Rev Job Were, 
had gone home to glory recently and, as such, the Church and KBS had 
been busy with the home-going services.    
 
The BBI students sat for their examination on 30 Nov (Fri). The 
following day (1 Dec, Sat) was the BBI Graduation Service, and the 
AGUC Anniversary Service was held on the Lord’s Day (2 Dec).  

 

Students taking the class on “Jesus the Master Teacher” 
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This year I was able to visit the AGUC missions station in Popich (in East 
Pokot). Upon arrival at the Nairobi International Airport on 21 Nov 
(Wed), I took a domestic flight and reached Eldoret in under an hour. 
There I was met by Rev Michael, Rev Anthony Koech and Vincent Langat 
(the driver); and we headed for East Pokot, in a car carrying 60 litres of 
water, enough food ration for a day, a portable gas stove, a pot, plates 
and spoons, cups, etc. The projected two-hour drive took four hours 
because we were off course for two hours! But thank God we arrived at 
Kapenguria before 7pm and, by the hospitable arrangement of Rev 
Nathaniel Kandagor, we spent the night at the Bible Christian Faith 
Church College of the Bible.  
 

At 5.30am (22 Nov, Thur), we continued our journey, meeting up with 
Philemon, a Christian motorbike-taxi rider, who led us to the church site 
in Popich. We arrived at our destination at about 12pm. Along the way, 
we noticed that the vegetation got drier and soon we saw only the thorny 
acacia trees, as they were hardy enough to survive the hot climate. We 
came across a few dried-up rivers, and thus were able to drive across 
them on their river beds. While a couple of rivers had some water, our 
car was able to “wade” across them. At one point, our Nissan Serena (an 
auto MPV) could not make it up a stony slope! With us out of the car, the 
driver was able to manoeuvre it up. And then suddenly the front left 
tyre got stuck in sand and could not get enough traction to move 
forward. By God’s providence, we had a rope in the car and there was a 
taxi motorcyclist with his four passengers just behind our car. With 
these God-prepared resources, the car was pulled out of its 
predicament! 
 
When we arrived at the Popich church site, we were pleasantly surprised 

to be greeted by a traditional Pokot 
rousing welcome! An estimated seventy 
local villagers, dressed in their traditional 
colourful garb, complete with head gear, 
had gathered at the church site. Having 
arrived in Popich much earlier, Mrs Evaline 
Tanui (a Kenyan widow of a pastor who 
introduced this Pokot ministry to Rev 
Michael) had planned the day’s 
programme. Her nephew Elisha and 
another Christian brother (Robert) were 
also there already. After a simple lunch, 
we gathered in the open space outside the 

Rev Michael speaking to the 
crowd 
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church structure (as it was too small to accommodate the large crowd). 
Led by Mrs Tanui, the children presented a song item. After a round of 
introduction, the village elder and several local villagers made their 
welcome speeches in the Pokot dialect, and shared about their lives in 
Popich. In response, Rev Michael, Rev Anthony and I took turns to share 
with them about the new life we have in the Lord: the gospel message, to 
seek first the kingdom of God, to obey God, etc. Several villagers raised 
their hands to indicate their interest. 
 
The Pokot missions field is indeed ripe for harvest but where are the 
labourers? While the AGUC arranges the missions trips there (three 
trips planned for 2019), there is no one stationed there to do the follow-
up work. “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:38). Surely He will provide.    
 
Without electricity or piped 
water, Rev Michael prepared 
dinner that evening. He cooked a 
pot of rice using the water and 
gas stove he brought along, 
while Mrs Tanui cooked a dish of 
cabbages over wood fire. We 
also had fresh mangoes and hot 
milk tea. After dinner, Rev 
Michael further shared the 
gospel with the village elder 
(with Mrs Tanui translating 
between the Pokot dialect and 
Swahili), but he was not ready 
to receive Jesus. We pray for 
God’s mercy to be upon him to save him, even as He has already saved his 
son Daniel.  
 
Sleeping quarters for the night were two tents (which Mrs Tanui and 
Elisha had pitched for us) and the car! She also had a makeshift toilet 
(about 100m away) prepared.  
 
By 7am (23 Nov, Fri), we were ready to return to Bomet. Philemon (with 
Robert and Elisha riding pillion on his motorbike) led the way. Now and 
then, when there are plants obstructing our car’s way, they would stop to 
clear the vegetation (with the help of their “parang” and a huge wooden 
“fork”) to make way for our car. Taking only one break at 3pm for lunch 
and toilet, we reached Bomet at 8pm. 

After-dinner evangelistic session:          
Rev Michael (in white cap)               

sharing with the village elder (right),        
with Mrs Tanui translating 
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During my stay in Bomet, I also attended a fellowship meeting at Longisa 
AGUC on 29 Nov (Thur) and a home fellowship of Kapkwen AGUC on 30 
Nov (Fri). There was also a wedding on 7 Dec (Fri) in Bomet AGUC. The 
couple was Pstr Alfred (a 
BBI graduate) and Euvice. 
Thank God also for 
opportunities to fellowship 
with Rev Jonathan Langat, 
Rev Nelson Were, Rev 
Daniel Yaban, Pstr Benard 
Too and Charles Sang (all 
alumni of FEBC).  Do pray 
for Pstr Benard and his 
fiancée Karen as they wed 
on 19 Dec 2018. 
 
My time in Kenya quickly came to an end and I took the four-hour car 
journey from Bomet to Nairobi Airport, with much thanksgiving to God 
and many prayer items in my heart for our Kenyan brethren as they 
continue to labour tirelessly for our Lord. 
 
Once again, Rev Michael invited me to return in 2019. He asked, “Will 
you visit Pokot again?” When I replied “Yes!” without any hesitation, he 
said he may plan a two-night Pokot trip next year! Will you pray about 
joining me next year? 

 

************************ 

 

After Kapkwen Home Fellowship, with the children 
and Pstr Abraham (far right) 
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Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 7 to 11 Dec 2018” 
By  Ernest Kwok 

Team Members: Rev & Mrs Dennis Kwok, Uncle & Auntie Tan, Uncle 
Wilson & Auntie Bee Suat, Auntie May Ling, Ernest, Caius, and Charissa. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To rejoice with graduand Yut Linah at True Gospel Bible School’s 3rd 

Graduation Service 
2. To rejoice with True Gospel BPC on their 11th Anniversary 
3. To visit the new premises of Lively Hope BPC 
 
On 7 Dec (Fri), the 
missions team gathered 
at Changi Airport to 
take a 2-hour flight to 
Cambodia. Upon arrival 
at the Phnom Penh 
International Airport, 
we were greeted by 
Uncle Sothy who 
brought us to have our 
lunch before setting 
off for Kampot. The 
journey took about four 
hours as the road 
conditions were very 
bad, but we thank God for keeping us safe and in good health. We 
arrived in Kampot late in the evening, and dinner was already prepared 
for us by Auntie Thavy. Pr Sopheak did not meet us as he had to send his 
daughter Hannah to the hospital. She had been having high fever since 
Wednesday and was hospitalized for the following two days. Thank God 
she was discharged on Sunday evening and was recovering well. 
 
Pstr Dennis led us in the daily morning and evening devotions on Psalm 73. 
We learnt how Asaph suffered because of his enemies’ attack, but 
throughout those trials, he still put his trust in God, and was able to 
declare all His wondrous works. May God help us to press on for His sake 
and not give up easily when we face difficulties. 
 

 

Missions Team with brethren who came to see us off 
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Uncle Tan offered to cook the 
graduation dinner on Saturday (8 
Dec) for about 40 people. That 
morning, we went to the Kampot 
market by ourselves to buy the 
ingredients for the curry chicken 
and mee goreng. We did not have 
any Cambodian brethren with us 
to help with the communication, 
but we “survived.” Uncle Wilson 

and I assisted Uncle Tan who was the main chef, while the rest helped 
out in whatever ways they could. The cooking was completed just in time 
before the graduation service started at 5pm. We thank God that we 
were able to witness Bro Yut Linah graduate with a Diploma in Theology 
after three years of studies in True Gospel Bible School. More than half 
of the people who attended the graduation service were from the church 
in which Bro Yut Linah was serving. Pstr Dennis was the Lord’s messenger 
and he exhorted us from Acts 20:22-24 to press on in the work of the 
ministry. Dinner was served after the service and the Cambodian 
brethren had a taste of Singapore’s  curry chicken and mee goreng. 
Thank God almost everything was consumed, leaving only some curry 
gravy. 
 
On the Lord’s Day 
(9 Dec), we 
rejoiced with True 
Gospel BPC on their 
11th Anniversary. 
We thank God for 
preserving them 
for the past 11 
years. The missions 
team presented the 
hymn “Amazing 
Grace” in English 
and Khmer. The message was “The Lord Our Keeper” based on Psalm 121. 
Pstr Dennis exhorted us to always look to God and not allow the world to 
distract us from walking faithfully before God. The Lord’s Supper was 
administered after the message. In the afternoon, we visited Hannah in 
hospital while Pstr Dennis stayed back to have a meeting with the 
preachers. Thank God that Uncle Wilson was able to encourage Hannah 
from Exodus 15:26 to look to God for healing. We managed to have a 

True Gospel BPC 11th Anniversary 

 

 

Assisting Uncle Tan (right) in the cooking 
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short rest before we returned to church for the children’s Christmas 
program. My mother spoke to the children, and gave them a Christmas 
Gospel message based on Romans 6:23. It is our prayer that the children 
will come and believe in Jesus. In the evening, we had dinner at the 
Cocoshack restaurant (operated by Pr Sopheak’s mum) with the four 
preachers and their families, as well as Pr Tann Heng. Bro Sim Dara, who 
had recently returned to Kampot from Thailand for good, also joined us 
for dinner. Thank God for the warm fellowship that we were able to have 
with all of them. 
 
We made our way to Sihanoukville on Monday (10 Dec). On our way, we 
thank God that we were able to visit the outreach in the Puom Jor Long 
village where Uncle Bun Kouy was ministering. There is no church in this 
village and there are about 1,057 families living there. Many of them 
have never heard of the Gospel before. Uncle Bun Kouy believed that the 
Lord has led him here to reach out to the unsaved villagers. He will be 
getting married in January 2019 and his wife-to-be is willing to follow 
and support his work here in this village. May God be pleased to bless his 
ministry to the people there. Uncle Bun Kouy had organized a special 
Christmas program for the children, and my mother spoke to the 
children again on Romans 6:23. Following that, we visited Rev Tann 
Cheng’s church which was about 10 minutes away from the village. Thank 
God for their hospitality in preparing refreshment to receive us. We also 
visited the rubbish dump where Uncle Bun Kouy had served with the 
Korean missionaries before he went to Singapore to study in the Far 
Eastern Bible College. May God continue to use Uncle Bun Kouy mightily.  
 
We arrived at Sihanoukville in the late afternoon. After lunch, we 
checked into the hotel and had a short rest before we visited Pr John 
Saray in the newly-rented premises. It was raining heavily and some of 
the roads were flooded. Thank God that the church was not affected. 
We had a good time of fellowship with Pr Saray and his family. We were 
happy to see his son Jonathan recovering well after being hospitalized 
the previous week for dengue fever. The rented place may be small 
compared to the previous place of worship but it is newer and better 
maintained. However, some of the church members and worshippers had 
left Sihanoukville and moved back to their own provinces. This is because 
property prices have skyrocketed and the cost of living has gone up very 
quickly since the Cambodian government opened the door to Chinese 
investors. With the influx of these Chinese investors, many Cambodians 
cannot afford to buy or rent properties in Sihanoukville. In fact, 
Sihanoukville has gotten for herself a nickname called “Shanghaiville”. 
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This is because Chinese nationals can be found in almost every corner of 
the city. There are rumours that the Chinese investors are setting their 
eyes on Kampot as their next target of investment. It is only a matter of 
time before Kampot will be the next “Shanghaiville”. We pray that the 
preachers will continue to press on despite the difficulties that are 
ahead of them. 
 
Before we left for Singapore on Tuesday (11 Dec), we managed to visit 
Auntie Lydia’s mother and share the Gospel with her. It was a 6-hour 
journey from Sihanoukville to Phnom Penh. Although it was not an easy 
journey, thank God that we were all in good spirits. Thank God for 
sustaining us throughout the missions trip. We came here hoping to be a 
blessing to our Cambodian brethren but in the end we were blessed by 
them instead. We thank God for their hospitality towards us and we 
were encouraged to see them serving the Lord faithfully no matter what 
happens. May God continue to bless their work and use them for His 
glory. Amen.  
 

************************ 

 

 

Answers to Children’s Activity on page 68 
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MISSIONS NEWS 
Overseas Missions 

Cambodia   

Thank God for helping Bro Bun Kouy to go from village to village to 
share the Gospel since his return to Cambodia. As he waits upon the 
Lord to direct him to where He wants him to serve, the Lord has 
opened the door for him to visit about ten villages in the first three 
months of his return, and to evangelize to both children and elderlies. 
Apart from this, he was also given the opportunity to minister to 
children at the Sihanoukville Rubbish Dump.  

 
Thank God that the Lord has now led Bro Bun Kouy to minister in a 
village called Puom Jor Long. This village is located in between 
Kampot and Sihanoukville, with about 1,057 families living there. There 
is currently no church in this village, but by God’s grace, Bro Bun Kouy 

Ministering to children at the Sihanoukville Rubbish Dump  

Ministering to children at the villages  
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has been able to conduct children’s Sunday School classes, as well as 
door-to-door evangelism to share the Gospel to the villagers. May the 
Lord continue to help him in the work of the ministry. Pray, also, for the 
Lord’s leading and wisdom on how we can support the work there. 
 
Pray for Bro Bun Kouy and his fiancée Srey Nang as they prepare to 
unite in Holy Matrimony on 28 January 2019. May the Lord bless 
their marriage and use them greatly in the work of the ministry.  
 
Pr Thaven was admitted to the hospital on 20 August for high 
fever, vomiting and diarrhea. Thank God for His mercies upon him,  
and for bringing him back to recovery. We also thank God for watching 
over Bro Chamreun (of True Gospel BPC) and Jonathan (Pr John Saray’s 
son) who were admitted to the hospital in the month of October and 
November respectively because of dengue fever. Thank God that both 
have now recovered. May the Lord continue to help His people to look to 
Him in times of bodily weaknesses and afflictions.  
 
We rejoiced with True Gospel BPC (Kampot) on the occasion of her 
11th Anniversary on 9 December 2018. A team of ten went to 
rejoice with our brethren with the compiled notes of encouragement 
from church members and friends, as well as a love-gift of S$200 from 
the church to encourage them in the work of the ministry. May the Lord 
multiply this gift for the furtherance of His Kingdom.  
 
Pr Sopheak continues to preach and teach at the Saturday youth 
meetings and prayer meetings, and at the Lord’s Day service and Adult 
Sunday School. He also conducts small-group Bible studies and home 
visitations during the 
weekdays. His wife 
(Thavy) assists him in the 
Sunday School ministry, 
both in the church and in 
their outreaches (one at 
Andong Khmer on Sunday 
afternoons, and another 
near Andong Khmer on 
Saturday afternoons). 
There are currently about 23 adults attending the Lord’s Day service, 
and 20 children attending the Junior Sunday School. 
 
Pr Sopheak thanked the Lord for enabling them to start a new 

 

True Gospel Junior Sunday School 
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 children’s outreach near Andong Khmer, and for bringing about 1 5 
children to learn God’s Word at this outreach every Saturday. Indeed, 
we are to suffer little children to come unto the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God (Luke 18:16). Let us 
remember them in prayers as they reach out to the children with the 
Gospel of Christ. 

 

Continue to pray for Pr Sopheak and Sis Thavy as they reach out to 
the unsaved family members of their church members and friends. 
May the Lord convict their hearts with His truth, and help them to see 
their sins and their great need for the Saviour.  
 
At present, there are about seven 
to eight youths attending the Youth 
Fellowship and the church prayer 
meetings every Saturday evening. 
They are studying the book of 
Proverbs for this quarter.  Continue 
to pray for Pr Sopheak as he ministers 
to the youths.  
 
Pr Sopheak and Sis Thavy continue to share God’s Word with the 
English class students with every opportunity they have. Pray for them 
as it has become increasingly difficult to share God’s Word with the 
students lately.   
 
Continue to pray for Uncle Korn as he is still very weak these days,  
and was, sometimes, not able to go to church for worship. Thank God 
that when he could not do so, Pr Sopheak and some of the church 
members would go to his home in the evening to worship the Lord with 
him.  

 

Attempting the quiz on Proverbs 

Ministering to children at the outreaches 
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True Gospel Bible School began her new 
semester on 30 July 2018 with a total 
of four returning students: Peit Sok 
(8th semester), Phu Kok Orng (3rd 
semester), Vit Chhai (2nd semester) as 
well as Eng Ty (1st semester). Except for 
Eng Ty who worships in New Life Hosanah 
Church, the rest worship in a 
Presbyterian church in Kampot called The 
Church of Jesus Christ. All do not require 
financial assistance for their studies. We 
regret to inform that Yem Vanna and Kol Rith had discontinued 
their studies at the Bible School after their 2nd semester. We pray that 
the Lord will keep them close to Him and help them to serve Him 
wherever He leads them.  
 
The courses offered this semester were Church History I, 
Contemporary Theology I, Bible Geography III, Homiletics,  and 
English Part of Speech II by Pr Chan Sopheak;  Heresies, Ancient 
and Modern by Pr Liv Rotha (who also prepared Bible Memory Verses 
for the students); Studies on the Book of Nehemiah, and A Brief Survey 
of Missions by Pr John Saray;  The Works of the Holy Spirit,  and 
Thinking and Studying Skills by Pr Kiet Thaven.  A final examination 
and a Bible verse memorization quiz were conducted at the end of the 
semester (12 to 16 November). Apart from their classroom learning, the 
Bible School students also went out for evangelism every Monday 
afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We rejoice with True Gospel Bible School at their 3rd Graduation 
service held on 8 December 2018. Thank God for helping Yut Linah 
to complete his studies and for equipping him to serve the Lord in the 

True Gospel Bible School 
Students (July-November 2018) 

 

Preaching of God’s Word during evangelism 
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church ministry. We rejoice with him as 
he receives his Diploma of Theology. May 
the Lord use him greatly in the work of 
the ministry.  
 
We continue to pray for Pr Rotha (of 
True Faith BPC, Kampot) as he takes 
turns with Pr Thaven to preach and teach 
at the Lord’s Day services, and as he 
leads in Bible studies and prayer 
meetings. Pr Rotha also teaches at the 
Adult Sunday School after the Lord’s Day service, and takes turns to 
teach at the two children’s outreaches on Sunday (one in the afternoon 
and the other in the evening). On Saturday mornings, he will go for 
evangelism and visitation before the church prayer meeting in the 
afternoon. In the evenings, he will have Bible studies with Bolen’s family. 
Pray for Pr Rotha as he works on helping some of the church members to 
grow in their walk with the Lord.  Pray,  also,  that the Lord will raise 
up godly men to lead the church together with Pr Rotha.  
 
Thank God for Pr Rotha’s wife (Saron) 
who is assisting him in the Junior 
Sunday School ministry and in the 
English class. There are currently about 
15 adult worshippers in the church, and 
22 children attending Sunday School. 
Thank God for Sis They Chann who 
assists in the logistics. Sis Sokmey (Pr 
Thaven’s wife) also assists in the Sunday 
School ministry by leading in Singspiration and Bible verse memorization.  
 
Pray also for Pr Thaven as he takes turns with Pr Rotha to preach 
and teach at the Lord’s Day service, and once a month at the children’s 
outreach. He also teaches at the Junior Sunday School, and conducts 
Basic Bible Knowledge Class with Uncle Kang and his wife at their home. 
Continue to pray for the spiritual growth of Uncle Kang, and for his 
wife’s salvation.  
 
Continue to pray for the outreach in Phnom Penh. This outreach was 
started primarily to minister to the youths from True Faith who are 
currently studying in the universities in Phnom Penh. However, the 
attendance of the youths has not been regular. Pray that the youths will 
honour the Lord on the Lord’s Day, and that they will be found 

 

Sis Saron teaching at Junior 
Sunday School 

Yut receving his Diploma of 
Theology 
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worshipping Him in His House. May the Lord help Pr Rotha and Pr Thaven 
to press on in this important work, and grant them safety in travel as 
they take turns to go there after their worship service in True Faith (Pr 
Thaven will travel to Phnom Penh three to four times a month while Pr 
Rotha will go there only once in two months). May the Lord be merciful 
to protect the youths from things that might draw them away from Him, 
and help them to live for their Saviour. 
 
Thank God for helping Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville) to move into 
their newly rented premises. The city continues to experience rapid 
development due to foreign Chinese investments. Many of the locals who 
sold their land to the Chinese investors are also moving out of the city. 
As a result, the work of the ministry in Sihanoukville has become 
increasingly difficult. Nevertheless, the Lord is good, and has opened 
the door for Pr John Saray and his wife (Lydia) to share the Gospel to 
new faces in the neighbourhood. By God’s grace, they were also able to 
reach out to some of the parents whose children are attending their 
Sunday School and evening language classes. Their church signboard has 
also captured the attention of some passers-by who stopped to read the 
printed words of John 14:6. May the Lord be merciful to bring some to 
salvation through the powerful working of His Spirit through His Word.  

Newly rented church premises 
 

Children having meals 
outside the kitchen 

Classrooms outside worship hall 
(with zinc shelters added by Pr John) 

Entrance to Worship Hall Office cum Library 
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Despite the move, the Lord has been 
good to bring worshippers from their 
old church premises to join them for 
their worship services at their new 
place. Continue to pray for Pr John 
Saray as he preaches and teaches at 
worship services and prayer meetings, 
while his wife (Lydia) teaches at the 
Junior Sunday School with the 
assistance of Sis Yi Leang, and Mey 
Hiek. The number of adults attending the Lord’s Day service, and 
children at the Junior Sunday School is about 15 and 35 respectively.  
 
Language classes (for youths and children) are held every weekday 
evening. Pray for Pr John, Sis Lydia, and Sis Yi Leang as they reach out 
to the students with the Gospel. May God be merciful to save. 
 
With more and more casinos being set up at a rapid rate in Sihanoukville, 
continue to pray that the Lord will protect His people from temptation 
and sin, and that His Word may have free course. May the Lord use 
Lively Hope BPC to shine forth His Gospel light in Sihanoukville.  
 
Thank God that we will be having Pr John Saray and family with us 
next year at our church camp in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 17 to 
22 June.  Let us prepare ourselves to fellowship with them and to 
encourage them in the work of the ministry.  
 
Missions Needs 

 True Gospel BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 
Since 2007, Truth BPC has been supporting True Gospel BPC fully in the 
rental of church premises, utilities (electricity, water and internet 
facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related to the church 
ministry such as the purchase and maintenance of tuk-tuk, as well as 
other transport costs. Currently, the tuk-tuk is in need for motor 
replacement and is no longer in use. In view of its high maintenance and 
repair cost, and the danger of transporting children on uneven roads, Pr 
Sopheak is not keen to continue its use, and plans to sell it. True Gospel 
BPC continues to pray for the Lord’s provision of a second-hand van 
which would come in useful for the church ministry.  
 
True Gospel BPC has also started a church building fund in view of the 
increasing rental that might happen when Kampot becomes the next 

 

Junior Sunday School 
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focal point for foreign Chinese investment in the near future. The influx 
of foreign Chinese investments has resulted in skyrocketing rental and 
cost of living in Sihanoukville, driving many locals who cannot afford the 
rent out of the city. As such, True Gospel BPC is praying for the Lord’s 
leading and provision concerning land purchase so that they may have a 
place to continue the work of the ministry in Kampot. To date, they have 
collected a small amount from the church offering bags designated for 
this purpose. May the Lord continue to lead and guide them, and provide 
for His work in Kampot.  
 

 True Gospel Bible School (Kampot, Cambodia) 
A Student Welfare Fund was set up in 2015 to support the students in 
their tuition fees and food. The students also receive a monthly 
allowance to cover some of their miscellaneous expenses. The TMS 
decided in 2016 to contribute to this Fund on a half-yearly basis. God’s 
people are also welcome to give towards this Fund to help with the 
student scholarship. 
 
Presently, there are three computers for the students to use for their 
written assignments and research papers. There is also a resource 
library to provide students with more reading materials to widen their 
knowledge. The Bible School welcomes Biblically sound Christian books in 
good condition (for children, adults and Bible School students), as well as 
used laptops (in good working condition) for the students’ use. 
 

 True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 
Pr Rotha is also building up their church resource library to encourage 
church members to read Christian literature for their edification. 
Biblically sound Christian books in good condition (for children, youths, 
and adults) are welcome. Continue to pray for the provision of a second-
hand van to help with the work of the ministry.  With the growing 
number of worshippers who need transport to church, Pr Rotha finds it 
difficult to accommodate all of them in his small car. As such, he has to 
make two trips to bring them to church, and this takes up more of his 
time to do other work. Thank God for moving the hearts of members to 
give towards the purchase of a second-hand van. May they continue to 
wait on the Lord to provide them with the remaining US$5,000. 
 
To minister to youths studying in Phnom Penh, and to reach out to others 
with the Gospel of Christ, True Faith BPC is praying for the Lord’s 
provision of suitable premises to conduct worship services and Bible 
studies. May the Lord direct their steps and provide for their needs.  
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 Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville, Cambodia) 
Like the two churches in Kampot, Truth BPC has also been supporting 
Lively Hope BPC fully in the rental of the church premises, utilities 
(electricity, water and internet facilities) and other miscellaneous 
expenses related to the church ministry. Continue to pray for the Lord’s 
provision as cost of living have increased greatly with the influx of 
foreign Chinese investments in Sihanoukville. Since their move into their 
new premises in May 2018, rental has increased to US $1,800 per month. 
 
Pray also for the provision of a second-hand van for Lively Hope BPC 
to transport children from various locations to the church premises. 
Good Christian books are also needed for the church resource library.  
 
Others 
Rev Michael Koech (Africa Gospel Unity Church, Kenya) thanked God 
that their newly-planted churches are doing well. The Longisa AGUC, for 
instance, was able to minister to an increasing number of new believers 
(with more than 30 adults and children by June 2018). They had put up a 
better structure for worship with zinc roof, and walls with wooden 
windows and doors. They are thankful for the love-gift (designated for 
the Longisa AGUC building) received through Truth BPC’s offering 
bag,  and hope to build a permanent building for the church soon.   
 
Thank God for the inauguration of a new church at Chebole (about 
20km from Bomet). This church was started four years ago as a weekly 
fellowship to cater to members of another church who had moved to live 
there. Pstr Simeon Cheramgoi (one of their oldest pastors) was asked to 
stand-by as a pastor while a student helps in the pulpit ministry. They 
are currently worshipping in a borrowed classroom of a school in that 
village, and will need to purchase a plot of land to build their church. May 
the Lord provide for their needs. 
 
Pray also for the Lord’s leading to start churches in other places.  
Not only is there a call from other locations to start a church, there is 
also a shortage of Sunday School teachers and pastors in the newly-
planted churches.  Indeed,  “the harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few” (Matthew 9:37). Let us pray that the Lord of the 
harvest will send forth labourers into His harvest (Matthew 9:38).  
 
Continue to pray for their evangelistic efforts as they seek to reach out 
to the unsaved. It has not been easy because of the increasing number 
of Charismatic churches and their influence. The Roman Catholic church 
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is also pushing her ecumenical agenda. Pray for God’s wisdom to be upon 
them as they  bring the truth of God’s Word out to the people.  
 
Thank God for two pastors’ conferences that were conducted in April 
2018. One was for the Africa Gospel Unity Church (AGUC) which took 
place from 9 to 13 April at Bomet, and was attended by 150 delegates. 
The theme was on “The Bible and the Many Existing Versions”. The 
other was for the East Africa Christian Association, which took place 
from 23 to 27 April at the Faith College of the Bible in Eldoret. The 
theme of the conference was on “Missions”, attended by 55 delegates 
from Kenya and Tanzania. Thank God for bringing three pastors from the 
AGUC churches in Tanzania to attend both conferences. 
 
In response to the United Bible Societies’ ecumenical attempt through 
their Bible translations, a committee was formed to assist Rev Jonathan 
Langat in the translation of a new Kalenjin Bible.  This Bible 
Translation Committee (of which six are FEBC graduates) comprises:  
Jonathan Langat (Chairman), Joseph Koskei, Michael Koech, Simeon 
Cheramgoi, Joseph Kendagor, Daniel Yaban, Philip Langat, John Rotich, 
Raphael Koech and Shadrach Cheruiyot (with John Bett as Observer). 
Pray for them as they work on this new translation (based on the 
trusted texts), so that God’s perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved 
Word can be made available to the Kalenjin people in their own language. 
God-willing, they hope to complete the work in two years’ time. Offerings 
are welcomed to help with the small budget needed for the Translation 
Committee.  
 
There is a continued need for King James Bibles. Since they are not 
available for purchase locally, it would help if Rev Michael Koech and his 
fellow labourers could have about 100 KJV Bibles a year for the work of 
the ministry. 
 
Thank God that Mrs Evaline Tanui managed to re-establish contact 
with the girls that used to be with her and one of the three is in 
school. Pray for the AGUC leaders as they discuss with her how these 
girls can be helped. Moses (one of the Pokot boys whom the AGUC had 
assisted in his education in Bomet) had left in the middle of the first 
term and cut off all contact with them. Elijah (another boy from Pokot) 
reported that Moses had returned to cattle herding. Nevertheless, we 
thank God that Daniel and Elijah are continuing their studies in Pokot. 
May the Lord help them to study well so that they can be of greater use 
in the Lord’s work.  
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The AGUC continues to visit Pokot regularly to minister to the people 
there, and such trips would require about US$1,000 per year. Pray for 
the AGUC leaders as they look into the future plans for the Pokot 
ministry and for the Lord’s provisions. Pray also that the Lord will 
provide for their needs as they do His work in Tanzania. The trips 
to Tanzania would also cost them about US$1,000 per year.  
 
The Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) residence that was completed two 
years ago still needs to be furnished. They have been able to furnish 
only one apartment. Three apartments still need furniture at a total cost 
of about US$3,000.  Also,  the van that Truth BPC helped to 
purchase eight years ago is aging. To replace it with a similar 
reconditioned van will cost about US$10,000.  May the Lord provide 
for all their needs.  
 
Thank God for the preaching and teaching of God’s Word through 
the radio ministry and for the response that the messages brought. 
Listeners have been calling in from different areas requesting for 
prayer support. This year, Rev Nelson has been doing a two-part series 
on “Salvation.” The first part is on why our salvation is called “so great a 
salvation” by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Hebrews. The second 
part is on what Jesus said about salvation in the Gospels, beginning with 
His requirements for a man to see the kingdom of God. The cost of 
broadcasting is 10,000 Ksh (about S$136) per month. Pray for the Lord’s 
provision, and for His Word to have free course through the radio 
ministry.  
 

A missions fund has been set up by the Holy Trinity Church of Africa to 
help with the travelling expenses so that they can continue to minister 
at the newly-planted church in Rongo. A return trip (from Eldoret to 
Rongo and back) would cost about 3,000 Kshs. Thank God for moving the 
hearts of their members to give towards this fund over the past year.  
 
Pray for students who wish to enroll into Kisumu Bible College (KBC) 
but are not able to pay the school fees. Two have applied for 
enrollment but one of them comes from a small church which cannot 
afford to pay for his school fees (21,000 Kshs). The College is looking 
into ways to assist this student.  At present (June 2018), there is only 
one Kisumu Bible College student. As it is expensive to maintain only one 
student in the College (in Kisumu), Rev Nelson has been teaching and 
covering all the course work with him in his church (in Eldoret) instead. 
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Pray that God will call more labourers to be trained for His work in 
Kisumu Bible College.  
 
Rev Nelson continues to wait on the Lord for His leading and 
provision concerning their church building project. Due to security 
concerns that arose after Pr George Orwa left for Nairobi, they have 
been planning to build a caretaker’s house, and have someone reside 
permanently in the church compound. They already had someone to come 
and see the plot and are waiting for a complete quotation for the 
building of a 2-room house. The initial estimates given were in the range 
of 300,000Kshs.  Thank God that the Kisumu student’s stay in the 
church has helped to ensure that church properties are kept safe.  May 
the Lord provide for all their needs.  
 
Our deepest condolences to Rev Nelson Were and Sis Lyn Lorna 
Lawino on the home-going of their father on 8 November 2018. 
Thank God for the hope God’s people have in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:55-
57). May the Lord comfort the bereaved family and may we continue to 
remember them in our prayers.  
 
Pray for Pstr Benard Too (of Tenwek AGUC, 
Kenya) and his fiancée Karen as they prepare 
to unite in Holy Matrimony on 19 December 
2018. May the Lord bless their marriage and use 
both of them mightily in the work of the ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************ 

For more information on overseas missions needs and how you can 
support God’s work, pl refer to the Missions Noticeboard for details.  

 

Pstr Benard & his 
fiancée Karen Upcoming Missions Trips 

- Sihanoukville (25 to 28 January 2019)  

Lively Hope BPC 8
th
 Anniversary 

- Kampot (22 to 25 March 2019) 

True Faith BPC 7
th 

Anniversary 

Pl contact Pstr Dennis if interested. 
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 Local Missions 
 

E-Band meets every 3rd 

Sunday of the month to 
reach out to the Clementi 
neighbourhood with the 
Gospel of Christ. Thank God 
for both adults and children 
who came for our monthly 
tracting, and for the work 
that had been done. If you 
would like to join us to bring 
the Gospel to lost souls, pl 
contact Dn Franco Wong or 
the church office.  
 
We rejoiced with Bro Van Hieu and Bro Bun Kouy at the 43rd 
graduation service of the Far Eastern Bible College on 12 May 2018. 
Thank God for His faithfulness in equipping them to serve Him in the full
-time ministry. May the Lord continue to be with both of them as they 
minister to the people in their home country.  

 
Church Evangelism Workshop was held on 29 May 2018 to encourage,  
and to equip church members for evangelism. About 53 attended the 
workshop this year. Pr Ko Lingkang spoke on the topic “Fulfilling Our Role 
in the Great Commission” (Romans 10:14-15) before dividing us into 
groups to think about how the Gospel is to be shared to people of 
different religious background and beliefs. Pr Lingkang gave helpful 

E-Band Tracting in Clementi Neighbourhood 

 

Rejoicing with Bro Van Hieu & Bro Bun Kouy at FEBC’s 43rd Graduation Service 
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comments to help us in our evangelism after each group acted out their 
response in the given scenario. This was followed by a Q-&-A session.  
 
This year, we had the opportunity to learn how to pronounce some of the 
terms we could use during evangelism in Chinese, Cantonese and Hokkien. 
May this help us to communicate the Gospel to those who can only 
understand Chinese and its dialects.    
 
A separate children’s program was held for children aged five to 
nine. Sis Eileen Chee taught them about Paul’s missionary journeys from 
the book of Acts, and the children drew maps to trace his journeys. 
Thank God that both adults and children can go for an actual tracting 
session before the workshop ended with fellowship over lunch.  

 
Church Gospel Night was held on 15 September 2018, and Bro 
Samuel Joseph spoke on the topic “Who is Jesus?” based on John 14:6. A 
total of 68 adults and 16 children attended the meeting, of which 5 were 
invited guests. We thank God for all who have been actively reaching out 
to others with the Gospel of Christ. We continue to pray for the 
salvation of the unsaved, and for more opportunities to reach out to our 
unsaved loved ones. 
 
We thank God for the opportunity to support students who are called to 
serve the Lord in the full-time ministry. We welcome Bro Jansel Dachi 
from Batam who is here (since July 2018) to further his theological 
studies at the Far Eastern Bible College. Let us remember him in our 
prayers as he works on his BRe course in FEBC. Continue to pray for Bro 
Lukas as he waits on the Lord to return to FEBC for his theological 
training.  
 
We congratulate Bro Jansel Dachi and Sis Dewi as they unite in Holy 
Matrimony on 1 December 2018.  Pstr Dennis and family were 

Church Evangelism Workshop 2018 
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present to rejoice with the couple, and to 
pass them the compiled congratulatory notes 
from church members and friends. May the 
Lord bless their marriage and use them 
greatly in the work of the ministry. 
 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) continues to 
do her part to increase missions 
awareness among Truth members.  We 
thank God for — 
 
(i) Publication of May 2018 Shine Forth Missions Journal (Vol. 12, No. 1) 
on “Biblical Worship (I)” which has been distributed not only to our 

churches and Bible colleges in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, 
Kenya and Tanzania. Apart from increasing missions awareness, the bi-
annual missions journals also seek to encourage and to equip those who 
are serving the Lord in the Gospel ministry. We thank God for all who 
have contributed to this important work, and we pray that the Lord will 
continue to help His people to shine forth His Gospel light. We will 
continue with “Biblical Worship (III)” in the first issue of our 2019 
Missions Journal (Vol.  1 3,  No.  1 ),  focusing on music in worship. 
 
(ii) Missions Noticeboard and Webpage which update members and 
friends on missions-related news. The Missions Noticeboard features 
pictures of God’s work (both local and overseas) and will seek to do so 
thematically with its quarterly update. Pictures taken at the recent VBS 
in Cambodia can be viewed on the noticeboard from October to 
December 2018. 
 
A Missions Trivia was also conducted for both adults and children during 
the period of May to September 2018 to test participants on their 
knowledge of Truth-supported missions work. Participants were also 
tested on the contents found in May 2018 Shine Forth Missions Journal 
on “Biblical Worship (I).” We thank God for a number of children who 
managed to answer all the questions correctly.  May the Lord be praised. 
Answers to the Missions Trivia can be found on pp.63-64.  
 
(iii) Missions  Sunday that was held on  14 October 2018. The Lord’s 
messenger was Pr Joshua Yong who spoke on “Sweet Savour of Christ”, 
taken from 2 Corinthians 2:14-17. Members and friends were also given 
a glimpse of the local and overseas missions work Truth BPC is involved 
in through a video and a slideshow screened after the worship service. 
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Truth Children Fellowship (TCF) had her Missions Special Program on 
11 August 2018 to educate and to encourage children to do their 
part in missions work. This year, the topic was on “Preach the 
Gospel!”  (Romans 10:14-15). Dn Franco exhorted the children from God’s 
Word, and Sis Carol gave a presentation of the missions work in Kenya, 
and shared how the Lord is using His labourers there to bring the Gospel 
to others and to start churches. Both children and adults gave 
cheerfully to the Lord to help with the purchase of King James Bibles 
for the Kenyan missions work. The children also designed bookmarks 
(shaped like a foot) and wrote the theme verse (Romans 10:15b) on it to 

give to preachers of God’s Good News in 
Kenya. The offerings collected during 
the Missions Special Program 
(S$736.25) was used to purchase 36 
hardback King James Study Bibles.  
May the Lord continue to use faithful 
men and women to bring the Gospel to 
others. Indeed, “How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!”  

 
 
TMS was established in May 2006 to encourage and to provoke our 
members in Truth B-P Church to be more proactive in the advancement 
of the Great Commission, in obedience to Jesus’ command (Matthew 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15).  
 
The TMS Committee in 2018 comprises: 
Rev Dennis Kwok (Chairman, Cambodian Missions i/c), Eld Winston Chew 
(Vice-Chairman), Dn Franco Wong (Secretary, E-Band i/c), Benjamin Yeo 
(Member) and Karen Lee (Publication Secretary). 
 
Our objectives are: 
a) To inform church members of local and overseas missions activities 
b) To encourage, support and pray for local and overseas missions 
c) To inspire interest and missions awareness among church members 
d) To initiate and co-ordinate missions trips 
 
If you would like to know how you can play a part in missions work, feel 
free to approach the TMS members for assistance.  
 

************************ 
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Answers to 2018 Missions Trivia (based on May 2018 Shine Forth Missions 
Journal (Vol.  1 2,  No. 1 )):  
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“I have received my all from God;  

oh that I could return my all to God!  

Surely God is worthy of my highest affection, and most devout adoration;  

He is infinitely worthy, that I should make Him my last end,  

and live for ever to Him.”  
 

 
 

― David Brainerd (1718– 1747) 

American Presbyterian missionary to the Native American Indians 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/208312
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