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Foreword 

This issue “God’s Word in Missions – Equipping Adults to Lead” focuses 
on the ministry to the adults, and how they are to be equipped with 
God’s Word in order to lead others effectively. Be it in the missions 
field or the local church, it is always a challenge to reach out to the 
adults. The mindset of most adults have already been fixed. Based on 
their experience and seniority, they followed a certain style of doing 
things and it can be difficult to persuade them to submit to God’s 
leading. Even then, there is no other way but to pray for them and hope 
that they will submit to God’s leading in the spirit of humility. When 
they can do so, it is a tremendous blessing for the church. The reason is 
because the younger generation will have the privilege to learn and 
witness the godly examples of the adults in their midst as they do that 
which is right in the sight of God. It is important, therefore, to equip 
the adults with the Word of God so that they can lead the younger 
generation in God’s way. Without this equipping, the adults will be lost 
and they may even use their own ideas and methods to teach the younger 
generation which can become a stumbling block to them in their spiritual 
life. 

 
Apostle Paul encourages young Timothy with these words, “And the 
things which thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 
Timothy 2:2). All believers begin as a novice. But no believer is to remain 
as a spiritual babe continuously without doing anything about it. There 
must be spiritual growth. Every believer must grow strong and healthy. 
This spiritual growth is not automatic but comes about with great 
discipline and commitment to the learning of God’s precious Word and 
prayer. Both prayer and doctrine are vital to equip every adult for the 
many difficult spiritual battles ahead of them. Will they succeed? May 
God be merciful to empower us to fight a good fight of faith all the way 
to the end. 

 
Included in this issue are the Missions reports, testimonies, a book 
summary, and other articles for your edification. May God be pleased to 
use us to shine forth the Gospel light in this world that is full of 
darkness and sin. May God help us. Amen. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev Dennis Kwok 
Chairman 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

 

After salvation in Christ, all believers are able to enter heaven, and be in 
the safest place possible in the whole universe. Yet, in God’s infinite 
wisdom, He allowed some of His children to remain behind to serve, and 
be a witness for Him. The purpose of this witness for God is to live like 
His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is still the only Name 
on earth that is able to save sinful men, women and children from their 
sins. Thus, preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only way to save a 
sinner. The Gospel must be given by men, women and children who are 
godly and holy. As they share the Gospel of Christ, their holy lives will 
be the evidence of this power of God to save through Christ. If they live 
a life of sin and shame, the sharing of the Gospel would be severely 
tainted by their hypocrisy, and sin-filled witness. This kind of 
hypocritical witness will do more harm than good to the cause of Christ. 
Also, they cannot be godly witnesses for Christ if they are not taught 
and brought up properly in the truth and way of Christ.  
 
God saves His people at different periods of their lives for a purpose. 
That is why God’s people are called a “chosen generation” in 1 Peter 2:9. 
All of God’s people are chosen for a God-appointed purpose on earth. 
They are not only to tell sinners about Christ, they are also to help other 
believers become “better” believers, just as they were helped by older, 
more mature believers when they were growing spiritually. This 
continuity is critical in ensuring a holy witness for Christ. The local 
church can provide the avenues like Church Bible Study, worship 
services, prayer meeting, fellowship groups, etc., but if God’s people will 
not take advantage of these avenues, the continuity of holy believers will 
soon stop. Believers are placed here on earth after salvation to be a holy 
witness to both sinners and fellow believers, and nothing else!   
 
This means that all who witness for Christ have a God-given 
responsibility to do well in the calling that God has entrusted to them. 
One such calling is to care for the next generation of believers. They 
need to pass on to faithful men what God has given to them in their lives 
of holy witness. All that they have learnt from the Lord must be passed 
on to faithful men so that the work of God might grow from strength to 
strength. In order to accomplish this requirement of the Lord, the older 
ones must take the lead in caring for the overall spiritual well-being of 
the church. How should this be done? 
 
The Apostle Paul was called to be an Apostle to the Gentiles, and he led 
and guided Timothy all those years of his life. Timothy followed Paul who 
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taught him by his life and by his word. Paul discipled Timothy well enough 
to place him as the next pastor of the church in Ephesus, even as he 
languished in prison awaiting death. We know that he trained Timothy 
well because of what he wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:1-7, “Thou 
therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And 
the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou 
therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man 
that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also 
strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 
The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 
Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all 
things.” [Emphasis added]  
 
Paul told Timothy to pass on to faithful men, just as Paul had passed on 
to him. All Timothy needed to do then was to be strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus. What it means is that Timothy must rely only on what 
Christ has done in his life, according to the Holy Scriptures, as he 
serves God and cares for God’s flock in the church in Ephesus. This must 
be his strength in all the spiritual battles that he would face. He must 
not depend on Paul, or money, or anyone else, but the salvation and 
spiritual enabling that he has in Christ. This is the way all believers, 
today, must live so that they can lead. All need to lead, and must not 
leave it to the older believers. The younger ones need to lead other 
younger ones to take their place as they grow into the next phase of 
their responsibilities. The ones 
who have higher 
responsibilities like the 
Session members will care for 
the spiritual well-being of the 
whole church, and the 
president and committee of 
the Youth Fellowship will lead 
the youths in the church. Both 
levels of leadership are 
important so that the church 
will be strong in the grace of Christ at all levels of her existence. That is 
why all believers must be strong in the grace of Christ.  
 
They must be faithful in their lives of service and witness so that they 
can pass on to other faithful men. These faithful men must endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Christ. Hardness is a discipline found in any 
good army! They have to fight under all circumstances, so they must be 
trained to do so under all circumstances. They learn to fight without 
sleep and in the most inhospitable terrain because in the real battle, this 

Image: www.clipartkid.com 
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is what they will be expected to do. They learn to use all kinds of 
weaponry to maximize their effectiveness in battle. They train well to 
be lean and mean so that the enemy will not overcome them in battle. 
This is what all believers must do in the spiritual realm. They need to be 
disciplined in the study of God's Word which is the sword of the Spirit. 
They must pray, and learn to sleep less when needed in order to do the 
work of God. They must cut off all things in their lives that might hinder 
their effectiveness in battle. Souls of men, women and children are on 
the line if they fail. They must be well-trained so as to earnestly 
contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints. They need to do all 
these according to the rules of God. These rules are found in the Bible. 
They must always obey the Word of God in their life of witness and 
service. Situational ethics must not be their “modus operandi.” God’s 
Word will be their only guide in life and for all decisions they make. This 
means that they must know the Bible well. Their life of holiness is their 
hallmark. They must repent of their sins with all their heart. They must 
make right their relationship with their Saviour knowing that if they 
regard iniquities in their heart, the Lord will not hear them. They are 
rendered useless for the Lord and God's people if they have unrepented 
sins in their heart. This is the law of God that they must always comply 
with God's enabling.  
 
Like a husbandman that labours in his field, all believers must first taste 
of the fruits. This means that if they want to pass on God's truth and 
service to faithful men, they must first experience faithfulness. If they 
want to pass on to honest men, then they must first be honest. If they 
want to pass on to diligent and Bible-honouring men, then they must be 
diligent and honour the Bible! This is paramount in all levels of leadership 
in the church of Christ.  
 
Experiential knowledge in faithful witness is crucial in every believer’s 
life. Otherwise, his Christianity is all talk and theory only. There is no 
conviction of heart but only a life of falsification. Leading others to 
continue to do the Word of Christ till Christ returns is the norm that 
God has set for all believers throughout the ages. If we do not lead 
others to Christ, then we are leading others away from Christ! There is 
no third alternative. It is of the utmost importance that God's people of 
all ages take the lead so that faithful men can be found in all levels of 
ministry and spirituality in the church of Christ. Amen.  
 

 
************************ 
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Article:       

 

The Lord Jesus Christ has prophesied that in the last days, “iniquity 
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). A 
research article entitled “The Priorities, Challenges and Trends in Youth 
Ministry” reported last year that nearly six in ten (59%) young people 
who grow up in Christian churches end up walking away from the 
faith1. Youth ministries in local churches today sees a diminishing number 
of young people involved. Their heart towards the work of evangelism is 
sadly becoming cold. Today’s youths are ensnared by hedonistic 
theologies of modern Christianity which seek only the pleasures of this 
temporal life. 
 
They are not to be blamed. Their ways of life are not without great 
influence from the adult Christians in the church. Their interest in 
evangelism and missions work is dwindling because the older believers 
have lost their passion too. Even those who are in the leadership 
positions are not encouraging the youths to invest their lives to fulfil 
Christ’s commission (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 
The Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Philippians encouraged the 
believers to focus their lives for Christ. In Philippians 3:12-21, he 
exhorted the Christians to realign their lives back to God’s course, and 
join the race that is set before them, for the glory of their Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
Prior to this passage, the Apostle Paul had made known to us that his 
foremost desire was to “know Him, Jesus Christ, the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings” (Philippians 3:10). 
Paul understood that attaining unto the resurrection of the dead was 
done by Christ. Yet he hadto live out that life for the glory of Christ. By 
doing so, he served as a good example to lead others. Let us, also, strive 
to be an example, especially to the Christian youths. 

 
A Heavenly Example 

 
“Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12).  
 
Paul acknowledged that he had not taken hold of the level of maturity he 
desired in the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew Henry says, “The best men in 
the world will readily own their imperfection in the present state.” He 



6 

 

knew his imperfections from the standpoint of bringing to completeness 
his spiritual life. By human standards, he was one of those who in his own 
time had the right to claim of achieving such a status. However, as a 
sinner saved by the grace of God, he was aware of the constant 
struggles in his life (cf. Romans 7:14-25). He was conscious of his 
limitations. This admission propelled him to press forward, and to follow 
after the heavenly calling he had in Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul’s heavenly goal can be used as a good example to lead the young 
people to have interest for missions work. It is important for the adults 
to be focused on things above and not things on this earth. Older 
believers must be able to show a continuous desire for the Lord even 
with their age. Young people must see the necessity to spend every 
ounce of their energy for the Lord’s work to prosper. 
 
When young people perceive the heavenly zeal of older believers, they 
will be moved to go forward and follow the steps of the older brethren. 
I personally experienced co-labouring with an aged pastor. In spite of his 
infirmities and weaknesses due to age, he remained zealous to give his 
frail body to gain more souls for God’s kingdom. His eyes were set on 
heavenly rewards. It made me ponder on my own life which was spent 
more for secular work than labouring for eternal rewards. His example 
led me to respond to God’s call to full-time ministry. God caused me to 
see in him that untiring obedience to the Lord’s command to labour for 
His harvest. 
 

A Humble Example 
 

“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 
 
Paul showed his good example. He admitted he had not yet achieved a 
state of perfection in his spiritual life. There is no doubt that he has 
attained many victories and successes in life as he kept on abiding in the 
will of God. Nonetheless, there were many shortcomings which he could 
have corrected if he had the power to do so. But he was not a man who 
dwelled on past laurels or cried over spilled milk. Instead of looking at 
the past, he continued to stretch out for what was ahead, preventing the 
things of the past to hinder him from reaching forward and towards the 
future. 
 
Paul’s primary goal in life was to pursue the high calling of God for him. 
He was not distracted by the errors or victories of the past. His mind 
was set to pursue his sole goal, which was the prize he hoped to receive 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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A humble example drives others, especially the young people, to give 
their lives to Christ. Adults have seen the ups and downs in the ministry. 
Whether it is a success or failure in the eyes of men, we must continue 
to carry out Christ’s commission. Young people will not be hesitant to co-
labour because they are not perfectionists who falsely expect success 
according to man’s standard. 
 

A Highest Example  
 
“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any 
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same 
rule, let us mind the same thing” (Philippians 3:15-16). 
 
Paul exhorted the Christians not to be deluded as if they have gained a 
certain spiritual height. They must remember God who reveals to them 
and who guides them. This will impact the minds of younger believers to 
depend totally on God. They need to understand that their only source 
of spiritual strength is the Lord and not any man. 
 
Spiritual maturity is attained only through the standard of the Christian 
faith and practice, the Bible. The highest knowledge and wisdom is from 
the Word of God and not from the words of man. The canon of 
Scriptures is the measure that prescribes the norm of action. These 
rules and principles are laid out in the Bible. Older believers must be the 
role models of highest example whose lives are patterned after the 
Word of God. Younger believers will then learn to follow them who are 
wholly following the Lord in their Christian walk. 
 

An Honest Example 
 

“Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as 
ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)” (Philippians 3:17
-19). 
 
Paul had this conviction to invite his recipients to be fellow-imitators 
with him. He enjoined others to follow him as an example in leading 
others. This is not a boastful call but an honest example. Paul was sure 
that what he was doing is according to God’s precepts. He was sincere of 
his invitation for he was sure that if they followed him, they would be in 
the path of the Lord Jesus Christ. He saw the need for every believer 
to set their lives as honest examples. He was aware of many who walked 
in opposition to Christ.  
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This is particularly true of modern Christianity. Ministries and missions 
work are digressing from the commission of Christ. Their methodologies 
become hindrances to the Gospel. Paul described their end: Destruction! 
Their fruits are bad and they are to be hewn down and cast into the fire. 
They are haters of God, weeping not for the glory of the cross but for 
their crown. They labour not to promote Christ but themselves. The god 
they glorify are their carnal desires and their satisfaction of earthly 
things.  
 
Older believers must set a good example to be followed by youths today. 
They must be labourers in God’s vineyards who can honestly say to the 
youths to follow them, for they follow Christ. We should not be lovers of 
pleasures who work only for our good. This kind of attitude can destroy 
our youths’ desire to serve the Lord. 
 

A Hopeful Example 
 
“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself” (Philippians 
3:20-21).  
 
Paul pursued the people of this temporal life but his desire was for them 
to be assured of eternal life. Although his hands are set to work on 
earth, his eyes were looking forward to heaven. He expected to meet 
those whom he had witnessed to on earth, and those whom he had won to 
Christ.  
 
Paul was sure that his citizenship is in heaven. He was not anxious of his 
earthly plight, but persevered with even greater intensity, for his 
eternal abode was already fixed. Persecutions and death might come any 
time in his life. He was not careful about it for one thing was set in his 
heart — He has a mansion up in heaven. Here, Paul wonderfully 
illustrated that a life assured of an eternal place would be a life busy in 
this temporal place for souls to bring up there. 
 
This is another example that must be manifested in older Christians, 
which is that hopeful forbearance in looking forward to eternity as they 
labour for God. The hype of social media and the wicked influences of 
this world have consumed the attention of our youths, and eternity has 
become blurred in their sight. They must see its reality in the life of 
believers. They must sense that, truly, there is life after death. They 
have to come out from the virtual world into the real world to come to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Conclusion 
 

What the young people need today are adult Christians who have their 
goals set on heavenly ends. Older believers humbly living their lives and 
seeking only the glory of God are best examples to follow. However, 
mature Christians though walking humbly, must still live within the 
highest standard of life patterned after the perfect canon of faith and 
practice in the Holy Scriptures. They must live with all purity so that 
the Name of Christ will not be blasphemed. Above all, there is the 
accompanying glorious hope towards that heavenly shore.  
 
Let us always persevere to live our lives as good examples for the coming 
generations. Should the Lord tarry, we hope to see them labouring and 
toiling on for the Lord. Let it be that we are found building them up, for 
we have laid good examples for them to follow. May the Lord help us! 
 

************************ 
 

Dr Jose Lagapa is a MDiv and ThM graduate from the Far Eastern Bible 
College (FEBC). He is a full-time worker of True Life Bible-Presbyterian 

Church (TLBPC), serving particularly in the Filipino Bible Fellowship 
ministry of the church. He also serves the Lord in missionary works 

(Mindanao Bible Ministry) under TLBPC, and as a tutor at FEBC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 https://www.barna.com/research/the-priorities-challenges-and-trends-in-youth-
ministry/ (accessed March 28, 2017) 

Answer to Kids’ Corner (p. 53) 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 

standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.”  

This verse is taken from Psalm 1:1. 

https://www.barna.com/research/the-priorities-challenges-and-trends-in-youth-ministry/
https://www.barna.com/research/the-priorities-challenges-and-trends-in-youth-ministry/
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Book Review: 

By  Josephine Loo  

Counselling Recipes Through 40 Years Pastoring by Rev Timothy Tow is a 
112-page book released in 1994 by Christian Life Publishers. It is written 
in an easy-to-read language, packed with anecdotes and first-hand 
accounts. It contains godly advice for both full-time ministers as well as 
lay Christians who seek to render sound and effective counselling to the 
troubled souls who are in need of someone to point them the way out of 
their predicaments. The book is also most helpful to any believer looking 
for a guide to better equip himself in his day-to-day Christian life, as it 
deals with a wide range of pertinent issues, from making decisions 
involving mundane matters of everyday life, marriage, money matters, 
sickness, to the power of baptism and power of prayer. The chapter on 
“Demons, Obsession, Mental Derangements and Kong Tau (Charms)” is 
enlightening and that on “The Call and Precepts of Discipleship” 
challenging. 
 
Rev Tow advised that the needful preparation to do Christian counselling 
requires no other texts and references than the infallible and inerrant 
Word of God, and that a Christian counsellor needs no other credentials 
than that of a humble, faithful and diligent student of the Bible, one who 
spends time sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ daily, studying, 
meditating and waiting upon Him in prayer. In his opinion, a Christian 
counsellor is one who merely points those who come to him in need of 
help to Jesus Christ Himself, who is both the doctor as well as the 
medicine for the troubled souls! He likens himself to a humble dispensing 
pharmacist, prescribing from God’s Word the needful divine wisdom and 
instruction with due diligence and care. 
 
Rev Tow advised that believers prayerfully seek the cooperative will of 
God and exercise the wisdom He has given us when making decisions, 
even on the most mundane things of our everyday life. One good sign 
that we are doing God’s will is the peace that He gives in our heart 
(Philippians 4: 6-7). However, knowing that we are finite and cannot see 
the future as God sees, we accept that God sometimes overrules our 
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distracted course in life by allowing certain events to happen so as to 
direct us back to His chosen path for us. This is testified by Rev Tow’s 
personal experience in his surrender to God’s will (which is to fulfill the 
double vow of his own on top of his mother’s to full-time ministry) when 
God allowed the passing of his loved ones (which was not one, but four) 
within a short few months. God’s cooperative will is evidently manifested 
in our everyday life through the blessings He bestows when we apply the 
general rules of courtesy, good manners, ethics, chivalry, diligence and 
industry. 
 
Rev Tow counselled that those who come to seek the Lord’s healing must 
first come to trust in Him and receive His salvation grace. They are to 
renounce any other faith and have their spiritual and physical idols torn 
down, failing which they will have no part in God’s kingdom and will not 
receive any healing. He quoted several examples of families turning to 
Christ as they seek God’s healing hand upon themselves or on behalf of 
their loved ones. These continue in the Lord, even years after their 
healing, and bear much fruits. However, Rev Tow witnessed that there 
were times when God saved the souls of the sick but allowed them to 
pass on, and he saw that this was for the greater good of the families, 
as opportunities were presented for the unbelieving relatives and 
friends to be reached with the Gospel, who were otherwise closed to the 
saving knowledge of Christ. 
 
The sacrament of baptism does not save, but it is important that a 
believer should seek to be baptised as it is a means of grace from God 
and it strengthens the faith of the baptised believers. Rev Tow 
observed that it is a powerful testimony that a baptised believer has, 
for his unbelieving family members will somehow come to the 
understanding that he now totally belongs to Jesus Christ who is his 
Saviour and Lord. Many such family members who are hostile to the 
faith eventually come to acknowledge and even embrace the faith 
themselves. Rev Tow advised that a believer needs not be overly 
concerned with the mode of baptism, be it sprinkling or immersion.  
 
The ministry of prayer to a born-again believer ought to be like a lively 
breathing of the soul, and it should be part and parcel of a believer’s 
life. God’s people must take the church prayer meetings seriously and 
take an active part in it. Rev Tow shared the example of how the 
members of Life BP church learned to pray earnestly as a body in Christ 
and trusted God to provide for an overwhelming need of a hefty 7.2 
million dollars within a short six and a half months in 1989.  The money 
was needed urgently for the church to acquire a property for the 
extension of the church premise. They prayed earnestly at every church 
prayer meeting and at other occasions of gathering. God answered their 
prayer miraculously. He moved the hearts of the church members and 
many became God’s channels for His answer to their prayers. They gave 



12 

 

unreservedly and out of a willing and thankful heart. The church not only 
surmounted the huge fund needed, but was also left with a handsome 
surplus! All glory to God!  
 
Rev Tow recommended the reading of Psalms as the most effective 
remedy to a believer’s fears, sadness, sorrows, depression and every 
setback in life, even a mental breakdown. He had seen many believers 
encouraged, strengthened and revived through the reading of the 
Psalms, which he termed the “balm for the troubled souls.” In fact, 
reading the Psalms helps believers to pray and worship God. He appended 
a comprehensive guide found in the Gideon Pocket New Testament with 
Psalms and Proverbs titled “WHERE TO FIND HELP, when … .” Rev Tow 
also pointed out that a person who does not believe in Jesus Christ as his 
personal Saviour will find little comfort and solace in the reading of 
Psalms, for he must FIRST receive Christ as his Saviour! 
 
Chapter 7 is a chapter on “Biblical Pre-marital Counselling” by Elder Khoo 
Peng Kiat. It deals with matters on marriage and dating. The first and 
foremost advice given by Elder Khoo on marriage is that one should 
consult God and pray earnestly before making the serious commitment. 
He rightly pointed out that marriage is a permanent relationship 
(Matthew 19:6b, Mark 10:9). It is intended to be a harmonious 
partnership (Matthew 19:6a, Mark 10: 8a) and it is for spiritual 
companionship (Amos 3:3). Elder Khoo discussed the respective roles of 
husband and wife in a Christian family and offered six vital secrets for a 
happy marriage. There is also godly advice about dating that Christian 
young people will do well to take note of. 
 
Rev Tow noted that some believers misunderstood that it is wrong of 
Christians to become rich. He reckoned that there is nothing wrong with 
money per se, for it is the love of money that is the root of all evil (1 
Timothy 6:10). Believers should understand that our life and possession 
are gifts from God; we are not the absolute owners but only the 
trustees or stewards. We are to manage the resources God has 
entrusted to our care wisely and prayerfully, seeking to honour and 
glorify Him in the way we use the resources. Believers should learn early 
to tithe faithfully and to give cheerfully out of a grateful heart. Rev 
Tow also included some sound advice for church leaders concerning the 
right way to raise funds for the needs of the church. 
 
Touching the existence of evil spiritualism at work in our society, Rev 
Tow acknowledged that it does exist, as is explained in the scriptural 
revelation of sin and the concomitant truth concerning Satan and 
demons. However, he was of the opinion that the power to cast out 
demons, as demonstrated by the Apostles who were empowered by the 
Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles, has ceased. He explained that 
there was no more need for such a ministry since the church had been 
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established. Hence, he did not think that believers, particularly the 
pastors and church leaders, should engage themselves in such 
questionable practices in this day and age. What believers ought and 
could do for those who are obsessed with demons is to pray earnestly 
for God’s deliverance for them, and if God so will to withhold His 
deliverance, we should humbly submit to His Higher hand. He reckons 
that through the common grace of God, God has blessed our society 
today with improved hospitals and mental institutions to care for such 
deranged persons. Rev Tow also counselled from God’s Word in 1 John 4: 
1-4 that if a person is truly a born-again believer, he has the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit. It is, therefore, not possible for such a 
person to be possessed by demons. God’s Word assures believers that 
Satan is but a defeated foe. In the same chapter, Rev Tow also 
reiterated that a person who comes to the Lord must renounce his 
heathen faith and forsake any form of idolatry. He shared several 
experiences of helping to dispose idols belonging to people who had 
sought his help to put their idolatry past behind. 
 
The last chapter of the book reminds all believers of their call to the 
Lord’s Army --Those called to the full-time ministry being the “regulars” 
while the lay Christians being the “reservists.” Every Christian of every 
age is indeed a disciple! Rev Tow reminded believers that though 
salvation is free, there is a price to pay for discipleship. ALL believers 
must be prepared to stay faithful to our Saviour in the face of 
persecution! Let us heed the warning of the Lord Jesus Christ that none 
of us would aspire to gain the whole world, only to lose our own soul and 
be cast away from God’s kingdom. Rev Tow lamented that few Christian 
young people are willing to give up the ease of life to enter the full-time 
ministry. He assured them that God will richly reward them of the heavy 
cross of His high calling, just as He has promised in Matthew 19:19. God 
will supply every need, and prosper His servants if they will remain 
faithful and steadfast as they labour in His vineyard! Rev Tow also 
reminded the church leaders of the Lord’s Great Commission to the 
Church that they are to go into all the world and be a witness to every 
nation, more so as His Coming is near! 
 
I have benefitted greatly from reading the book. Surely you, too, will 
find great blessings and counsel for your Christian walk and service for 
the Lord. 

 
************************ 

 
Counselling Recipes Through 40 Years Pastoring may be purchased at 

FEBC Bookroom (10 Gilstead Road, Level 2, S(309064)). A downloadable 
copy of the book is also available freely at: http://www.febc.edu.sg/v15/

publications/febc_press/pastoral_ministry. 
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Since the early years of my Christian ministry, we have seen the need of 
having a ministry within the church that addresses the needs of a 
particular group of people. This comes through the Sunday School and 
fellowship groups. The ministry to the adults in the rural setting where 
we minister is challenging and encouraging. When I first became a 
Christian, the only adult ministry that was visible in the church was the 
Women’s Fellowship. However, it was poorly organised and the quality of 
the lessons taught was also poor. The way to the ministry to adults 
began with what we could do immediately as youths. This ministry to 
those of our age group led to the future ministry to adults and became a 
pattern to reach the older ones.  

 
One step that my colleagues and I (then students at the Bible College of 
East Africa) took, at that time, was to organise the youths in many local 
churches of the Africa Gospel Unity Church in one fellowship. This led to 
the proposal to have a fellowship group for women and later for men. 
There was an annual camp for each group, and a particular theme was 
chosen to guide in the formulation of lessons for each camp. The success 
of the teaching in the camp led to the need to have a monthly fellowship, 
and this was attended by adults from a particular district of churches. 
This would be scheduled for one Saturday every month. The Christian 
education committee would choose the lessons to be taught and assign 
speakers to teach in these fellowships. We chose to have a combined 
fellowship because we do not have many pastors who are competent in 
teaching. However, we also encouraged every local church to have 
fellowship groups that could minister to specific groups of people.  

 
Since we do not have an all-gender Adult Fellowship group, the 
substitute in the local church that I am pastoring at Kapkwen AGUC is a 
Bible class that I teach 
every week after the 
church service. The class 
includes hymn singing, 
Bible memorization and a 
Bible lesson. Sometimes, 
we also include a testimony 
from one of the adults. 
This class is similar to an 
Adult Sunday School 
class. All the adult 

Testimony: 

“Serving Among the Adults”   
By  Rev Michael Koech  
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members and visitors are invited to attend the class. They are 
encouraged to learn hymns rather than contemporary Christian music 
which is very common among other churches. A passage of up to ten 
verses is chosen for memory work every quarter. They are to memorize 
the passage at home and recite it in the class. “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” This verse from Psalm 
119:11 is the basis for our effort to keep God’s Word in our hearts. 
Knowing that the Word of God is profitable for doctrine, we search the 
Scriptures often. Another hallmark of the Bible class is its emphasis on 
one’s spiritual growth.  

 
A Christian who desires to grow in the faith will also have the desire to 
share the Gospel with others. One of the women in the class testified 
how the Lord spoke to her to seek salvation through the sickness of her 
husband. A relative had requested us to share the Gospel with her 
husband who was bedridden. The sick man (Elijah) responded well and 
believed in Christ. Subsequently, I baptized him, and thereafter, we 
made a visit to his home every Sunday 
to pray with him, and to share with 
him some words of comfort. During 
that time, his wife would run away 
whenever she knew we were going to 
her house. She also used to drink a lot 
and we would find her drunk at home. 
One day, she had an accident and had 
to be admitted to the hospital. It was 
then that the Lord spoke to her and 
she was willing to listen to the 
message of salvation. She believed, 
and now, she not only comes to church faithfully, she also nurses her 
husband at home. She testified that she has learnt much from God’s 
Word and she was able to share her testimony with others.  

 
The lessons for 2016 were on Christian calling, and we learnt how the 
Lord called different people in the Bible to a particular mission and how 
they fulfilled the duties of their calling. In the current quarter, the 
lessons are on the Ten Commandments. The study of God’s moral Law 
helps a Christian to know how to love God and his neighbour. The Larger 
Catechism is particularly useful in the exposition of the Decalogue. The 
knowledge of the Ten Commandments,  even the ability to recite  them 
from memory, is not sufficient. As we study the Ten Commandments in 
this Bible class with the adults, the practical guidelines that must be 
learnt and adhered to by every Christian is emphasized.  

 
In the combined fellowship meetings, one theme is chosen for the whole 
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year. This will span over ten months since one month is reserved for 
camp and December is not included. During the camp, the campers would 
be asked, after the last message, to make a resolution relating to what 
they have learnt. In 2016, the theme was on missionary outreach. 
Besides many in our midst who have not heard the Gospel or believed, 
there are also many unreached tribes in the country who need a 
missionary to go and share the Gospel with them. Many were encouraged 
by the lessons that they have learnt, and they made pledges to support 
any efforts made by the church to reach those who have not heard the 
Gospel. Their resolution was their commitment and the church would 
build on what they have pledged. When the Apostle Paul wrote to 
Timothy, he said, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). These words were not meant for 
the pastor only but also for the church. It is a “Gospel relay” whereby 
one generation would pass the baton of Gospel-sharing to the other. The 
adults who are taught in the Word of God must mentor and teach the 
next generation the same Word of God, and this chain would continue till 
Christ comes. This is the aim of having an adult ministry in the church.   

 
The adults in the church are also encouraged to reach out to their 
children at home. This is a Scriptural mandate penned by Moses in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9, “And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” In the lessons that I have 
with the adults, I have laid emphasis on this need. The little ones are not 
only encouraged to attend the Sunday School but also to learn their 
lessons well. It is important that the parents provide a conducive 
environment for their children to learn the Word of God.  

 
The outreaches through the adult ministry in the church is not as easy 
as it sounds as there are also setbacks experienced. This shows the need 
to keep trusting the Lord, and pray that the Holy Spirit would guide 
those who have come to him for salvation to endure and bear fruits for 
His Kingdom.  

************************ 
 

Rev Michael Koech is a graduate of Bible College of East Africa  (Kenya) 
and Far Eastern Bible College. He is presently serving the Lord as the 
Principal of Bomet Bible Institute (BBI) and as a pastor of Kapkwen 

Africa Gospel Unity Church in Kenya. 
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I thank God for His grace and mercy, as well as His leading and guidance 
upon our lives. This year will be the 10th year since I returned from FEBC 
in mid-November 2006 and began my full-time ministry in January 2007. 
It will also be the 7th year since I moved to Eldoret from Bomet to teach 
at Faith College of the Bible (FCB) and to pastor the Holy Trinity Church 
in Africa (HTC) churches there. During this time, we have been involved 
in various ministries of the Lord. By God’s grace, we have been serving 
the Lord on two main fronts, namely, the Bible College Ministry and the 
Pastoral Ministry. We thank God for the opportunities these ministries 
have afforded us for service, and for the training and preparation the 
Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) has given us. Our church set-up is 
denominational and we have, therefore, branches (local churches) in 
different towns (rural and urban). This gave us the opportunity not only 
to minister to one congregation but to many through the 
interdependence of the churches. Thus our ministry to the adults has 
extended beyond the two local churches that we minister to in Eldoret. I 
also thank God for His grace in bringing brother George Orwa who is also 
a graduate of FEBC to co-labor with us in Eldoret. Indeed, there is joy 
and peace in co-laboring with a like-minded brother in our ministry to the 
adults. 

 
The Challenge of the Adult Ministry 

 
The emphasis on children and youth Sunday School and their Christian 
education has posed some challenges to the adult education in our 
churches. This is because of the wrong perspective that was formed, 
causing the people to think that Sunday School is for children and youth 
while the adults only need to attend worship services and fellowship 
meetings. This is coupled with the challenge of providing for their family 
which the adults here are faced with. Both formal and informal 
employment has contributed to the challenges that the adults ministry 
faced. Very few are willing to avail themselves, and to freely give of 
their time to learn God’s Word, and to grow in grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Another difficulty has been posed by 
defining who qualifies as an adult. In rural areas, one is an adult once 
married, while in urban centers, it is determined by one’s independence. 
This has made formulating an adult ministry that is uniform for the 
churches in different settings difficult. Having studied in FEBC, and 
having seen the Singapore BP churches ministries and outreaches, these 

Testimony: 

“Equipping Adults to Lead”    
By  Rev Nelson Were  
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challenges have come to light as we attempt to establish adults in God’s  
Word. Still, we thank God for what He has enabled us to do thus far, 
and we pray that we may further develop and improve and establish an 
adult ministry that is profitable for the strengthening of the adult 
Christians so that they would be prepared for ministry and leadership, 
and for living God-honoring lives. 
 

Equipping Adults with the Word of God 
 
The Sunday sermons have been the main source and thrust in our adult 
ministry, and we thank God that through systematic, thematic as well as 
book preaching, we have, by the 
grace of God, worked at equipping 
adults for the work of the Lord 
through the Word of God. Both 
during our time at Bomet and also 
the time we have been ministering 
here in Eldoret, the best 
supplement to the Sunday sermons 
has been the Memory Verse 
program. Through this program, we 
choose a theme which normally 
consists of 12 sermons (i.e. a sermon 
per month) to be preached on the 
first Sunday of every month, and from the sermon text and theme, a 
verse is chosen for the church to commit to memory for the entire 
month. These verses are recited both at the Sunday worship service as 
well as during the mid-week home fellowship meetings. Last year, we 
selected verses from the book of Proverbs which had the word “better” 
to memorise. The verses included Proverbs 12:9; 15:16-17; 16:8, 28:6; 
16:16,19; 16:32; 19:1,22; 21:9; 22:1; 25:7; 27:5; and 27:10.  
 
Apart from equipping adults in our local church, I have had, by the 
grace of God, a part in the ministry to adults in our denomination. This 
has mainly taken the form of teaching, and we have been able to 

minister to the adults through 
our leaders’ seminars, and 
women’s seminars. We also 
ministered at Pastors’ Wives 
Fellowship meetings on a 
regular basis. We thank God 
that through these various 
avenues as well as preaching 
engagements in our 
denominational churches in the 
different areas, we have had 
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adults growing in grace and in the knowledge of God, as well as taking up 
responsibilities and giving themselves more to the service of the Lord 
and to the work of the ministry. We thank God that we ran a three-
years lay-leaders training program which saw over 40 lay leaders attain a 
certificate in Ministry, and also create interest in Bible training in other 
dioceses, as well as inspire some of those who went through the course 
to seek further studies and join our denomination’s Bible School in 
Kisumu. 

 
Programs and Activities for Adults 

 
The programs and activities we have incorporated in our ministry to the 
adults include: 

 Sunday and Mid-week (i.e. the weekly Tuesday and Thursday home 
fellowship meetings) Sermons (in which we systematically go through a 
book study or a topical study.) 

 Yearly Christian Education 
Seminars (with lectures by Sis Carol 
Lee from Singapore) 

 Lay Leaders Training Course  

(3-year course) 

 Monthly Meetings  

(especially for the women; Christine 
teaches these women every 3rd 
Saturday of the month) 

 Various Church- arranged Seminars and Joint Meetings   

(during which we teach on topics that are assigned to us and which are 
relevant to our Christian life.) 

 
************************ 

 
Rev Nelson Were is the Deputy Secretary General of the Holy Trinity 
Church of Africa (HTCA). He pastors a HTCA church in Eldoret, and 

teaches at the Faith College of the Bible (FCB) and Bomet Bible 
Institute (BBI). He also serves as the faculty representative in the FCB 

Board of Directors, and is currently a DRE online student of the Far 
Eastern  Bible College. 

 

 

 



20 

 

 

Testimony: 

“Equipping Adults in Missions 
Work”   By  Rev  Jonathan Langat  

The Great Commission is our mandate from the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. Although we, sometimes, spend a lot of time and effort in 
building up our local churches, this Commission must still be obeyed. 
While our local church ministries are part and parcel of the Great 
Commission, the focus on missions is specific and distinct. We 
understand the importance of missions because we are beneficiaries of 
missions work from other brethren – mainly Truth BPC. Having been 
trained in the area of missions work in the Bible College, it is my duty to 
pass on the training to faithful men who are able to train others also.  

 
I ventured into our neighbouring country, Tanzania, in the year 2004. 
There was a student from Tanzania who 
studied at Bomet Bible Institute at that 
time, and he became a channel for us to get 
to Tanzania. Having embarked on Tanzanian 
missions, it was necessary for us to involve 
church members in praying, visiting, and 
giving. We also invited brethren from 
Tanzania to visit us and to fellowship with us. 
The outreach to Tanzania yielded good 
fruits, and two churches have since been 
planted there.  

   

In our local missions work, we have attempted to reach out to people 
both near and far in our country. We have ventured to the border 
between Kenya and Tanzania, in the South, to a place called Angata 
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Barigoi. I took 10 adults (men and women) with me to the place and we 
were well received by the people there. We look forward to establishing 
a new missions station in this place where there are 11,000 residents. 
The pictures below show our expeditions there with the Gospel of 
Christ:     

This place is a traditional homestead with people living in traditional 
huts. The Great Commission must be fulfilled near and far, home and 
abroad. Let us pray and work together to reach as many souls as Christ 
leads. Amen.   

************************ 
Rev Jonathan Langat graduated from the Far Eastern Bible College with 

a BTH (2001) and MDiv (2003) degree, and he is currently a DRE 
candidate. He is a pastor of Bomet Africa Gospel Unity Church and a  

full-time lecturer at Bomet Bible Institute (BBI). He also teaches part-
time at Faith College of the Bible (FCB).   
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Testimony: 

By  Pr Chan Sopheak  

The Adult Ministry of True Gospel Bible Presbyterian Church in Kampot, 
Cambodia, is a ministry to our own members as well as to those who are 
in our midst. This ministry started not too long ago. There are false 
teachers who come around and try to teach wrong things to some of our 
members. Therefore, this ministry must come in and help our members 
to know more about God and His Word through the teaching of His 
Word. There are a few ways in which True Gospel BPC seeks to reach out 
to the adults in our midst. Firstly, we do so through the Adult Sunday 
School classes. Secondly, we teach God’s Word in the homes of our 
members on Sunday afternoons, and this is open to all who can join us. 
Thirdly, we conduct individual Bible classes with those who are working. 
The timings and venues for these classes are flexible; we can go to their 
homes to conduct the class as well. 
 

Objectives 
 
 To give the adults in True Gospel BPC a proper knowledge of God’s 

Word, in order for them to strive for personal and ecclesiastical 
holiness and godliness. “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am 
holy” (1 Peter 1:16). We want to encourage the adults to grow in 
the knowledge of God’s Word. 

 
 To warn against every false teaching (from cultic groups such as 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and movements such as Charismatism, 
Neo-evangelicalism and Ecumenism), as our members “earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). 

 
 To equip our adults to be more effective witnesses in our church 

as true members of the Church of Jesus Christ. “And we have seen 
and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world” (1 John 4:14). 

 
 To strengthen the faith of our adults, as well as the fellowship and 

unity among individual members and other Bible-believing churches 
of similar stand. “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” (Ephesians 4:13). 

http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jude%203
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Activities of the Adult Ministry 
 
The Adult Sunday School is held in the church every Lord’s Day just 
before the worship service starts. We make use of the Basic Bible 
Knowledge notes from Truth BPC that Pr Tann Heng and I had translated 
into the Khmer language to teach in this class. We found that this 
resource is very helpful for the teaching of God’s Word to our church 
members. Although not all the adults attend this class yet, we hope that, 
in the future, many more will join us. 
 
The Adult Ministry of True Gospel BPC also reaches out to individual 
members of our church. We manage to find time to teach them God’s 
Word in their homes. We encourage them to know God’s Word and to 
obey it in their lives. “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). We want the adults in True Gospel BPC to obey 
God’s Word in all that they do, in thoughts and in actions. I have found 
among our members that some chose to obey their parents instead of 
God’s Word. Thus, the Adult Ministry seeks to help them to obey God’s 
Word rather than men’s words. 
 
The ministry to the adults also incorporates in its planning, activities 
such as outings, games, and Bible quizzes which would be held at the end 
of the year.  

 
The ministry to the adults through the teaching of God’s Word in the 
Sunday School and in the homes of members is very important for the 
spiritual growth of True Gospel Bible Presbyterian Church. The outing, 
games, and  Bible quizzes incorporated into the planning of our activities 
seek to help our members to be strong in the Lord and to keep trusting 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. They also seek to promote Christian fellowship 
among the brethren where God’s people can show forth Christian love in 
their fellowship with one another.  

 
************************ 
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Testimony: 

By  Pr Liv Rotha  

Every Christian adult has to show a good example to the younger 
generation, and they are to tell them of the great works of God they 
have witnessed in their life, and to teach them all the words of God they 
have received. This is commanded in Deuteronomy 11:19-32.  
Deuteronomy 11:19 specifically instructs them, "And ye shall teach them 
your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up." To help the Christian adults in our midst to lead in the church 
and in their homes, True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) seeks to equip 
them with God’s Word in the following ways:  
 
(i) Regular Bible Studies  
 
We conduct a regular Bible Study with the adults in our church. In order 
for them to obey God in their Christian lives, they have to know and 
understand His Word, or else they would not know what is God's will for 
them to live accordingly. Having a regular Bible Study with them will be 
helpful for them in this area. 
 
(ii) Grounding them in Basic Bible Knowledge 
 
It is good for our adults to have a basic understanding of God's Word 
after they have accepted Christ. To meet this need, the church has 
conducted a class called the Basic Bible Knowledge (BBK). Through this 
class, I was able to lay down the fundamentals of the faith so that they 
would be equipped with a good foundation of Bible knowledge. 
 
After completing the Basic Bible Knowledge course, we started a study 
on Charismatism Q & A. The reason for this study is because of the 
increasing influence of Charismatism in our area today (in addition to the 
false teachings by cultic groups). It is important for the adult Christians 
in our church to be guarded with the right teaching of God's Word, 
especially in these last days, so that they can distinguish right from 
wrong, truth from falsehood. After we have completed the study on 
Charismatism Q and A, we began our study on 1 Peter, which continues 
till today. Thank God that through the study of God’s Word, the 
Christian adults in our midst have been greatly blessed and encouraged. 
The lessons from God’s Word are also relevant and applicable to their 
situations in these days. 



25 

 

Before the adult Christians can show good examples to others and to the 
younger ones, they must first be strong in their faith and in their 
understanding of God’s Word. What we can do, as a church, to help them 
achieve this goal is only by teaching God's Word to them and by praying 
for them. 
 
It is the duty of Christian adults to lead the younger generation to know 
the Living and True God. God requires all adult believers to lead the 
younger ones to know Him personally. These younger ones can know God 
in an intimate way through the testimonies, good examples, and guidance 
of the older Christian adults. If the Christian adults have faithfully 
obeyed God’s Word in their lives and faithfully taught the younger 
generation God’s Word and led them in His way, blessings would follow 
both the adults and the younger ones, just as blessings were promised to 
God’s people in Deuteronomy 11:21, "That your days may be multiplied, 
and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto 
your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth."  
 
I would like to thank God for the Adult Ministry of True Faith BPC. It is 
a blessing to be able to minister to the adults in our midst, although the 
adult ministry can also be quite challenging. Leading sinners to walk right 
before God, and teaching believers to grow in their faith, to live their 
lives according to God's Word, and to lead the younger ones to Christ is 
a tough task. It is only with God’s help that we, in True Faith BPC, are 
able to continue this ministry.  
 
The teaching of God's Word to our adults is an effective way to lead 
them to obey God in their lives, and for them to lead others and the 
younger ones to know the Lord.  
 
May all the glory be to God and to Him alone.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
************************ 
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Testimony: 

By Pr  John Saray  

Jesus had said, “…All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20). 
Lively Hope BPC, by God’s grace, has been ministering to our locals in 
Sihanoukville, Cambodia, for six years. As a preacher of this small 
congregation, my longing prayer is that our members would grow 
spiritually and be equipped for the Gospel work, bearing a good 
testimony to their Buddhist neighbours. In order 
for them to do so, they must be taught the Word 
of God, for God’s Word not only has “power” to 
save sinners (cf. Romans 1:16), it also has the 
power to sanctify them, and make them ready “for 
the Master’s use, and prepared unto every good 
work” (2 Timothy 2:21). Therefore, I have been 
using God’s Word to minister to God’s people ever 
since the church started. 
 
The Lord commands us to teach the people to observe all things 
whatsoever He has commanded us (cf. Matthew 28:20). I always 
prioritize the teaching of God’s Word as my most important duty in the 
ministries of Lively Hope B-P Church. I want to let the believers know 
that “man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (cf. Matthew 4:4). In  the teaching 
of God’s Word, I usually start from the basics, ‘the sincere milk of the 

Word’ (1 Peter 2:2) so that it will be appropriate 
for the young minds in Christ. Hence, I have 
begun with the book of Genesis as an 
introduction of God and His creation so that the 
Khmer people would have the correct 
perspective of who God is and how He has been 
dealing with man and his sinful nature and deeds. 
With that as a bridge, it has made the preaching 
and teaching from the Gospels easy for our 

people to understand. I have preached the Gospel of John for more than 
a year with the help of Rev. Timothy Tow’s The Gospel of Life which I 
had translated into the Khmer language and printed in church weekly 
every Sunday. From the Gospel of John, I have proceeded to preach and 
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teach from the New Testament Epistles where we learnt about Christian 
living and service. I thank God that although not every member 
responded positively to the ministry of the Word, there were still some 
who are rooted in their faith to serve Him. I am now in the process of 
preaching and teaching about the life and ministry of Christ from the 
book of Mark. I pray that our people will know our Lord deeper, and that 
they will also make Him known by their lives and service.  
 
The ministry of the Word must not be neglected in the church. God has 
commanded the preacher to, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). Acts of service that attend to man’s physical 
needs are important, yet they cannot replace the necessity of preaching 
and teaching the Word of God. It is only when God’s Word is preached 
and taught that believers can grow in their spiritual maturity and be 
guided to make God-honouring decisions in their daily lives. It is also only 
when the pure Word of God is taught that Christians can be kept from 
the seductive spirit of the Evil One, and warn others of the danger of 
falling into false teachings (1 Timothy 4:16). There are many reasons why 
a local church ought to preach and teach God’s Word, and the obedient 
church will take heed to Christ’s command, “..Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” (cf. Matthew 28:20). By 
God’s grace, we are committed to this important ministry of preaching 
and teaching God’s Word, and in equipping the adults with the it so that 
they would be able to lead the younger generation to also observe all 
things whatsoever the Lord Jesus Christ had commanded them. 
 
Obeying the Great Commission is not without difficulties and struggles. 
There are at least two major difficulties I struggle with as I minister to 
the adults at Lively Hope BPC. One of the difficulties is our members’ 
slow learning. Many seem to have a slow pace in learning God’s Word, and 
this prevented a deeper preaching and teaching of God’s Word. The 
other difficulty lies in the fact that there are some members who are 
illiterate. They are unable to read God’s Word, which is very important if 
they want to seek God’s will for themselves. Their illiteracy affects 
their learning commitment. I hope the use of Bible visual aids and simple 
drawings can help them to better understand what has been taught. 
 
With regard to equipping church members with the Word, Lively Hope 
BPC has conducted, though not very often, seminars for Christian 
families and youths as an addition to what they are learning weekly from 
the Bible. God willing, there will be a mid-week Bible study for those who 
are keen to learn God’s Word. Pray that God would grant me the same 
desire the Apostle Paul had for the believers in Colosse, and to “preach, 
warning every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:28).  

 

************************ 
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God has never failed to bless during my many past missions trips to 
Kenya, and this year was no exception. He kept the missions door to 
Kenya open, and He sent a travelling companion in the person of Nalynn 
Fooyontphanich, a sister-in-Christ who left Singapore eight years ago to 
work in Perth (Australia). It was her first trip to the vast continent of 
Africa. Faithfully watching over us throughout the trip, God kept us safe 
during the many hours of travelling into and out of Kenya, as well as 
within Kenya (although we did have a flat tyre on two occasions and ran 
out of petrol on one!). We did not take our good health for granted, but 
gave thanks to God for keeping us in the best of health. Experiencing our 
Kenyan brethren’s warm and sweet fellowship and witnessing firsthand 
their zealous service for our Lord, I can only praise and thank God for 
His great blessings and encouragement to me as they spur me on to 
challenge myself further in the Lord’s service. 

 
Nalynn writes: 

“Kenya, a place with a lot of mud, potholes, bumpy rides, but also a 
lot of people who love God. Here, it is considered a luxury to 
celebrate birthdays. I have seen how fortunate I am in Australia. 
The Kenyans use plastic bags as handbags and as caps to protect 
them from the rain. There is rubbish everywhere. There are no 
rubbish bins.... because no one collects them. You have to have your 
own business, your own farm or cow, and be very self-sufficient. 
However, people here are happy and they also love to shake hands. I 
shook hands with Rev Nelson Were (an FEBC graduate) at least three 
times on the same day! I also met Rev Philip Langat and Pstr Benard 
Too who send their greetings to Singapore.  

  
I also got to see sister Carol Lee in action teaching Youth Christian 

Education, and her lectures have 
benefited the students greatly. I 
have seen them express enormous 
gratitude to her.   

  
Rev Michael Koech and Rev Jonathan 
Langat at AGUC work hard at 
evangelising and planting churches. I 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Kenya, 17 November to  

6 December 2016”  By  Sis Carol Lee 

 

Youth Christian Education Class 



29 

 

can see God’s love through them. We 
got to visit two home fellowships, one 
was outdoor with chickens running 
about. The second was in a mudhouse 
with zinc roofing. I also got to meet 
Mrs Evaline Tanui who rescues young 
girls from being sold/married off to old 
men who then abuse these girls. Mrs 
Tanui truly loves God, and I can see 
where she gets her strength from. On 
the way to evangelising in West Pokot, 
her van, to avoid hitting a motorcycle, 
overturned. She suffered a broken rib. 
But she still proceeded to Pokot anyway. 
She has received death threats for taking these girls away from 
being sold, but she continues in her rescue work.  

 
I was worried about going to Kenya, because I have been doing a lot 
of work with an organisation that tries to stop human trafficking 
and slavery. But I found out the only things that I had to worry 
about were potholes and police who tried to get money out of you!  

 
On this trip, I learnt trust: trust in the people, trust in their driving 
and, most importantly, trust in God. I am now back in Australia, 
SAFE and in one piece. I thank God for all who prayed. I truly feel 
blessed. 

 
I thank Carol for letting me tag along on this trip. I recommend 
going on the trip to see the work being done at AGUC.” 

 
Through the kind invitation of, 
and arrangement by, Rev Michael 
Koech (Chairman of the East 
Africa Christian Association, 
Vice-Bishop of the Africa Gospel 
Unity Church, Principal of Bomet 
Bible Institute and Pastor of 
Kapkwan AGUC), I taught a 20-
hour Vacation Bible Course on 
“Youth Christian Education” in 
the Kisumu Bible School (KBS) 
from 21 to 24 Nov (Mon to 
Thur), and again in the Bomet 

With Mrs Evaline Tanui and 2 
West Pokot girls  

 

 

At Bomet Bible Institute 



30 

 

Bible Institute (BBI) the following week, 28 Nov to 1 Dec (Mon to Thur). 
[KBS and BBI are the respective institutions of the Holy Trinity Church 
of Africa and AGUC which train pastors, preachers and lay leaders for 
the local churches in their denominations.]  

 
Rev Nelson Were (Pastor, HTCA Eldoret), course coordinator at KBS, 
writes on 3 Dec: 

“This year’s course at KBS experienced a poor turnout in terms of 
attendance with only five attending the Monday session and three 
going through the whole course. The reason for this may be due to 
the preparation/transition we have had this year with the election 
of the new HTCA archbishop that was scheduled on 1 Dec. We thank 
God for those who attended and also for the smooth transition thus 
far. The election is completed, and my dad (the current archbishop) 
will step down on 31 Dec 2016.”  

 
Despite the small number, the KBS students’ enthusiasm was invaluable. 
At BBI, the course was attended by 16 students. They too were a joy to 
teach. 

 
On two afternoons, we had the 
blessed opportunity of attending 
home fellowship meetings of 
Kipsegon AGUC and Kapkwen 
AGUC, with Rev (Dr) Raymond 
Carlson as speaker. (Dr Carlson 
is a retired American missionary 
who has served in Kenya for 
about 40 years.) Kipsegon AGUC 
is a newly planted church, just  

 
one month old. They 
worship in the open on a 
piece of land donated 
by a villager who was 
grateful to Rev 
Jonathan Langat (Bomet 
AGUC Pastor, BBI 
Academic Dean) for 
ministering to his sick 
father before his 
father went home to 
glory. 
  

Home fellowship at Kapkwen AGUC  

 

Home fellowship at Kipsegon AGUC 
(a one-month old, newly planted church) 
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We also visited the home of Pstr Benard 
Too and had lunch fellowship with his 
father, and his brother and family. Pstr 
Benard’s brother is a first year BBI 
student who conducts Sunday School for 
the neighbouring children in a corner of 
their farm land. 
 
Meeting with Mrs Evaline Tanui, we 
renewed fellowship while she updated us on 
her evangelistic work in West Pokot (a semi
-desert, poor, remote place in north-west 
Kenya) among the Pokot tribal people. During a recent trip there with 
Rev Anthony (an AGUC pastor) and team, they built a skeletal shelter of 
a church and conducted a children’s gospel meeting. Do pray for Rev 
Michael and the AGUC as they look to the Lord for wisdom, guidance and 
provision in this new outreach. May our Lord, through them, add many 
from the Pokot tribe to the Church of Christ.       

 
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few” (Matthew 
9:37). Surely, we must pray hard that the Lord of the harvest will send 
forth labourers into His harvest. 

 
“And Jesus came and spake unto them,” and He is still speaking to us 
today, “saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20). 
This is God’s revealed will for us. As our Kenyan brethren step up on 
missions work in these last days, we in materially prosperous Singapore 
must have hearts that are burdened to submit to His will too. Whether 
it is to pray, give, or go, every one of us has a part to play.   

 
In John 9:4, Jesus said, “I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” As followers of 
Jesus, may we also be obedient to do His bidding now “while it is day: 
(because) the night cometh, when no man can work.” Will you?  

 
May all glory be unto our God! 

 
************************ 

 

 

Pstr Benard and his family 
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This trip to Cambodia was the first time I brought my two boys without 
my wife since she was 7-months pregnant. As my boys were both born 
prematurely, the doctor has warned that it might also be the case for 
the third child. As such, she was advised not to travel with us. But I 
thank God that Justin Wan was able to join us. It was his first visit to 
our missions churches. Our team of four was warmly received by Pr 
Sopheak at the airport. 
 
The purpose of this missions trip was to rejoice with our brethren at 

True Gospel B-P Church on the 
occasion of their 9th Anniversary. 
This year, Pr Sopheak chose to 
combine the Anniversary Service 
with the Christmas program. Not 
only did we remember God’s 
goodness and faithfulness upon 
True Gospel for the past nine 
years, we also remember God’s 
gift of His only begotten Son to 
us in whom we can have salvation. 

We thank God for good attendance at the Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At True Faith, Pr Rotha brought forward the worship service to 7.30am 
so that I could be at True Gospel service which began at 9am. I 
conducted the Lord’s Supper at both services and the infant baptism of 
Pr Rotha’s third daughter (Sulena) at True Faith. Pr Rotha also planned a 
Christmas Gospel meeting for that same evening. Many of the neighbours 
came. May the Spirit of God work in their hearts that they will receive 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 16 to 21 December 
2016”   By  Rev Dennis Kwok 
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the Gospel. We also visited Pr John Saray and his family in Sihanoukville. 
Thank God that our three boys were able to mix well with the Cambodian 
children. They did not talk much but they played much together. 

During this trip, I had more pastoral matters to deal with. I spent much 
time with the preachers in prayer and counselling. I thank God that I did 
not have to worry about the three boys under my care as they were 
comfortable with the Cambodian brethren. Somehow, they felt at home 

in our Cambodian churches, and did not stick 
with me all the time. I also met up with Pr 
Thaven and Sis Sok Mey for their premarital 
counseling. Do pray for them as they prepare 
for their marriage. God willing, their wedding 
will be held on 20 May 
2017. We also visited 
Uncle Korn, a member 
of True Gospel BPC, as 

he was sick and unable to attend church regularly. 
Pr Sopheak held the prayer meeting and Bible 
Study in his home at the same time. May God’s 
strength be with Uncle Korn. 
 
I thank God for a blessed time with the brethren in our missions 
churches. Thank God for the faithful ministry of the preachers as they 
persevere to reach out to their own people. May God continue to be their 
perfect Guide and Strength always. Let us pray for them. Amen. 
 

 
************************ 
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Team Members:  
Pstr Dennis, Dn Franco, Sara, En-Si, En-Qi, En-Xi and En-Yi 
 
Objectives of the Trip:  
1) To rejoice with Lively Hope BPC at their 6th Anniversary 
2) To encourage our brethren in Lively Hope, True Gospel and True Faith 
BPCs 
 
20 January (Friday) 

Our trip started with showers of 
blessings as Uncle Andy sent us from 
our home to the airport with the van, 
and Aunty Karen Lee passed us the 
Anniversary card for Lively Hope BPC. 
Pastor drove his wife (Aunty Yee Min) 
and Aunty Jyh Cheau to the airport in 
his car. With a heart of anticipation, 
we left modern and comfortable 
Singapore for Cambodia, where there is 
much Gospel work to be done. We 
touched down at the airport in Phnom 
Penh at 1.30pm. Our previous van driver 

(Uncle Sothy) was not able to drive us this time as his hand was injured 
in a motorbike accident. He personally arranged for his friend, Uncle 
Sopara, to drive us instead. Thank God for his skilful and safe driving 
and the opportunities to minister to him the Word of God throughout 
the entire missions trip. 
  
We arrived in Sihanoukville in the evening. After 
unpacking our things at the guesthouse, we went to 
Lively Hope BPC. Aunty Lydia prepared a 
scrumptious dinner for us despite the blackout and 
we had to make use of the torchlight from our 
phones to see. After dinner, Pr John led the 
discussions for the preparation of the Anniversary 
while we children had a wonderful time of catching 
up. Back at the guesthouse, we had daily morning 
and evening devotions to start and end the day with 
God. 
 

Missions Trip Report: 

By  Dn Franco Wong & Wong En-Si 

 

With Uncle Sothy 

 

Pr John & family 
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21 January (Saturday) 
After having a hearty breakfast with Pr John, Aunty Lydia took us on a 
tour of the city’s wet market. It was a great experience to see the 
busyness of the market and the many items sold there. We also met with 
Aunty Lydia’s mother and had a good conversation with her. She runs a 
stall selling rice and can converse in Mandarin quite well. 
 
We visited Uncle Matthew and his 
daughter in the late morning at their 
wooden house beside a school not far 
from the sea. His daughter kindly 
prepared a local dish for us to try. As 
Uncle Matthew’s eyesight has worsened, 
he is now unable to cycle to church. But 
this did not stop him from attending 
worship service every Lord’s Day. He 
makes his way to the church on the 
motor taxis. Pastor shared God’s Word 
from Psalm 27:1 in Mandarin. We 
concluded the visit with a closing prayer, and we invited Uncle Matthew 
and his daughter to come for the Anniversary Service.  
 
In the evening, we visited the homes of two youths who are regular 
worshippers in the church. At the first home, Pastor shared God’s Word 
from John 3:16 with Sophy’s mother and some relatives. At the second 
home, my father (Dn Franco) shared his testimony of salvation with a 
youth’s father who had head injury from a motorbike accident. My 
father also shared the Gospel with him from Romans 10:9. 
 
After the visitations, we rushed back to church to prepare for the 
children’s Gospel Meeting. Aunty Yu Liang led in the singspiration. My 
mother (Mrs Sara Wong) spoke on “Paul – A Powerful Man?”. Thank God 
about 40 children came. We had a blessed time of fellowship over dinner 
with Pr John and his family, and Aunty Yu Liang. The rest of the evening 
was spent preparing for the following day’s Anniversary Service.  
 
22 January (Lord’s Day) 
We taught the children a new song at the (very early!) Sunday School. 
Aunty Lydia spoke on “The Good Samaritan” to the 50 children who came. 
There was time to rest after that as the Anniversary Service was held 
in the afternoon, in place of the regular worship service. 
 
Lively Hope BPC’s 6th Anniversary Service started at 2.15pm. Brother 
Leak was the chairman. The Singapore team presented the first stanza 
of “Amazing Grace” both in English as well as in the Khmer language. 
Pastor preached on “Blessed is the Man who Trusteth in God” (Jeremiah 

 

Ministering to Uncle Matthew 
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17:5-10) with Pr Sopheak as the 
translator. The Lord’s Supper 
was served after the message. 
We had homecooked chicken 
curry (prepared by Aunty Lydia) 
with french loaves for 
refreshment after the Service. 
64 people came for the 
Anniversary Service. When 
everyone had left, we cleared 
the place and fellowshipped among ourselves. Pr John and Aunty Lydia 
finally had the opportunity to taste what they cooked! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 January (Monday) 
We left Sihanoukville after breakfast with Pr John and Aunty Lydia. We 
arrived safely at the guesthouse in Kampot at about noon. We had a 
wonderful time of fellowship at True Gospel BPC with Pr Sopheak and his 
family, Pr Thaven and Sis Sok Mey, and Bro Yuth. Pastor had a meeting 
with Pr Sopheak and Pr Thaven that afternoon. 
 
In the evening, Pastor, Pr Sopheak, Aunty Thavy and my parents went to 
visit a youth, Sreynich, and her family who live just opposite the church. 
Pastor shared God’s Word from Psalm 127.  

 
After dinner with Pr Rotha and 
his family, we again met with Pr 
Sopheak and his family to visit 
Bro Chamreun to discuss with 
his parents concerning his 
Christian wedding. Chamreun’s 
father is a devout Buddhist. We 
pray that God will lead Bro 
Chamreun to trust in God and to 
obey His will. 

 

Lively Hope BPC Anniversary Service 

 

Visiting Brother Chamreun and family 
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24 January (Tuesday) 
After our final morning devotion and 
breakfast, Pastor conducted a session 
of premarital counseling with Pr Thaven 
and Sis Sok Mey who will be getting 
married in May.  
 
We, then, met with Pr Rotha and his 
second daughter (Joanna) to go for 
home visitations. We visited two homes. 
The first was Uncle Sraeng’s. He is a member of True Faith BPC. Thank 
God that despite his health problems, he is faithful in serving God. 

Pastor encouraged him from 2 Corinthians 
4:16. We then proceeded to the home of 
another neighbor, Uncle Korn, a member 
of True Gospel BPC at the request of Pr 
Sopheak as he was teaching in the Bible 
School and so was unable to visit. Uncle 
Korn’s advanced age and medical condition 
prevented him from attending church for 
several weeks. Pastor preached from 2 
Corinthians 12:9 to encourage him to 
continue to trust in God and to draw 
strength from Him.  

 
We ended the visitations with a time of fellowship at True Faith BPC 
with Pr Rotha and his family. Pr Thaven and Sis Sok Mey joined us after 
Sis Sok Mey’s teaching assignments. The children had a good time of 
fellowship too. We then had lunch fellowship and finally parted. We 
headed to the airport in Phnom Penh and flew back to Singapore with a 
heavy heart as we have a great burden for the Cambodian ministry. 
 
Thank God we were able to minister to the brethren in Cambodia. I hope 
they were as blessed by our presence as we were blessed by their 
hospitality and fellowship. May God move the hearts of more members 
from Truth BPC to go and serve in the missions field and uphold the 
Lord’s work in prayers. 
 

************************ 

 

 

Premarital counseling with Pr 
Thaven and Sis Sok Mey 

 

Ministering to Uncle Korn 
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Missions Trip Report: 

By  Rev Dennis Kwok 

It was a happy occasion for True Faith BPC as we remember God’s 
goodness and faithfulness upon her for the past five years. We thank 
God for leading Pr Rotha 
to start this church 
across the Kampot River 
about twenty minutes 
away from True Gospel 
BPC. We also thank God 
for sustaining Pr Rotha 
and his family for this 
important Gospel 
ministry in the Buddhist 
neighbourhood. Pr Rotha has gained the trust of his surrounding 
neighbours, and they allow their children to attend English classes and 
Sunday School. However, it is not easy to reach out to the children’s 
parents. Many of them think of Christianity as a Western religion. 
Although Pr Rotha has explained to them the truth, they still do not 
believe. Thank God that some of them came for the special services 
(such as the Christmas Praise Service) to hear the Gospel. May the Holy 
Spirit work in their hearts as the Gospel is faithfully ministered to 
them. 
 
The Anniversary Service was well attended by twenty five people. 
Although it was a thanksgiving service, it was also a Gospel meeting to 
reach out to the unsaved neighbours who came. The theme was “God 
Loves You,” based on John 3:16. The Lord’s Supper was also 
administered. We thank God for a blessed Service. 

 
 
Although this trip was a short one, the time was well spent as I 
encouraged the preachers to press on in their ministry. I had the 
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opportunity to minister at True Gospel worship service in the morning as 
the Anniversary Service was held in the evening. The Lord’s Supper was 
administered as well. I thank God for the time I could fellowship with 
Prs Rotha, Sopheak and Thaven and to encourage them with God’s Word. 
We missed Pr John Saray as he was unable to make it for the 
Anniversary. I was also able to conduct the final premarital counseling 
session with Pr Thaven and Sis Sok Mey. It is my prayer that they will 
both be prepared spiritually for marriage and to serve in the ministry 
together. I had the opportunity to join the betrothal meeting organized 
by Pr Thaven for the purpose of presenting the dowry to Sis Sok Mey’s 
family. It was a simple session, and I was surprised that I became one of 
the witnesses for the betrothal. Thank God that it was also a time for 
Gospel sharing with Sis Sok Mey’s mum and brother. Uncle Sreng (Bolen’s 
father) shared his personal testimony of salvation with them. We thank 
God for a meaningful session. 
 
Sis Thavy (Pr Sopheak’s wife) is thankful to Truth BPC for praying for 
her when she had her nose surgery recently. Thank God she is recovering 
well. It seems like health care in Cambodia is a problem as we have a 
number of cases of stomach problem among the preachers, their families 
and church members. May God be merciful to heal them as they do their 
part to maintain a clean and hygienic environment. 
 
Before Pr Rotha came to pick me up at the airport, he met up with three 
youths who were previously attending his church before they moved to 
Phnom Penh for further studies. He is praying about starting an outreach 
in Phnom Penh. This is also my burden since I realized the youths in the 
Cambodian churches are not attending any church when they move to 
Phnom Penh to study or work. I had shared my burden with all the four 
preachers that it is needful to have a fundamental, sound, Bible-believing 
church in Phnom Penh since many of the youths will eventually work 
there. I thank God for showing Pr Rotha the vision and he will be writing 
to the Truth Missions Society (TMS) soon to present his plan for the 
Phnom Penh outreach. God willing, Pr Thaven may also be assisting in the 
outreach. May God be pleased to lead us and pave the way for us to do 
His work faithfully. 
 
My next trip will be from 19 to 22 May 2017. It will be for Pr Thaven’s 
wedding. The ceremony will be held on 20 May 2017. A Graduation 
Ceremony was also to be held on 21 May 2017. However, Bro Yut is 
unable to complete his studies in time for the graduation. As such, there 
will not be any graduation service this year. Will you go and join me in 
this missions trip? May God be pleased to use us to be a blessing to the 
Cambodian missions. Amen. 

 

************************ 
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MISSIONS NEWS 
Overseas Missions 

Cambodia   

We thank God for True Gospel BPC 9th Anniversary Service (cum 
Christmas Program) held on 18 December 2016. A team of four went to 
rejoice with our brethren on the occasion of their Anniversary, with a 
love-gift of S$200 from the church to encourage them in the work of 
the ministry. We pray that the Lord will multiply this gift for the 
furtherance of His Kingdom.  
 
Pr Sopheak continues to preach and teach at the Lord’s Day services, 
youth and prayer meetings, with Pr Thaven assisting him. He also 
conducts small-group Bible studies, and home visitations. Thank God for 
giving him the opportunity to teach God’s Word to an elderly woman 
whom he got to know during evangelism. Pray for this follow-up work 
which Pr Sopheak is doing every Monday afternoon, and for her 
salvation.  
 
There are presently about 11 youths attending the Youth Fellowship and 
the Church Prayer Meetings every Saturday evening. They are now 
studying the 2nd Epistle to Timothy. Pray for Pr Thaven as he takes 
charge of the youth ministry and for the youths to grow in the Lord. 
 
Thank God for the new children’s outreach at Andong Khmer Village 
which ministers to about 20 children each Sunday afternoon. This work 
is assisted by Bible School students as part of their theological training 
and some older youths. There are also about 20 children in the Sunday 
School. Pray for Sis Thavy and all who are involved in this important 
ministry to the children. Pray also that the children and youths in the 
English classes will come quickly to the saving knowledge of Christ.  
 
About 23 adults attended a Gospel Rally that was held on 26 March 
2017. Pr Sopheak spoke to them on “Paul’s Petition for 
Onesimus” (Philemon 8-16).  
 
We continue to pray for Pr Thaven and Sis Sok Mey as they 
prepare for marriage. God willing, they will be united in holy matrimony 
on 20 May 2017. A team will be going with Pstr Dennis to Cambodia from 
19 to 22 May 2017 to rejoice with them.  
 

True Gospel Bible School has a total enrolment of three students for 
the January-May 2017 semester: Chheium Yut (who is in his final 
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semester, and is a member of True Gospel BPC), Peit Sok and Yuth Linah 
(who are both in their 5th semester, and they worshipped in a 
Presbyterian church called The Church of Jesus Christ in Kampot. Only 
Chheiun Yut stays in the church premises of True Gospel and receives 
support from the Bible School. We pray that God would call more to be 
equipped in His Word through the ministry of the Bible school so that 
they can serve Him better in their respective churches.  
 
The courses offered this semester are The Book of Psalms (II), The 
Book of Proverbs (II), Calvin’s Institutes (II),  and Homiletics by Pr 
Chan Sopheak; The Epistle to the 2 Corinthians, Systematic Theology 
(II),  and Preparing Bible Memory Verses by Pr Liv Rotha;  The 
Gospel of John, Teaching Children,  and Thinking and Study Skills by 
Pr Kiet Thaven. There will be a final examination and a Bible Verse 
Memorization Quiz at the end of the semester. Apart from their 
classroom learning, the Bible School students also go out for evangelism 
every Monday afternoon. 
 

Thank God for Lively Hope BPC’s 6th Anniversary on 22 January 2017,  
and for a team of seven who went to rejoice with our brethren. The 
team brought with them the compiled Anniversary greetings from 
members and friends as well as a love-gift of S$200 from our church to 
encourage Lively Hope BPC in the work of the ministry.  
 
Pr John Saray continues to preach and teach at worship services and 
prayer meetings, while his wife (Lydia) teaches at the children Sunday 
School with the assistance of Sis Yi Leang, Mey Hiek and Sinat. There 
are presently about 20 adults attending the Lord’s Day services, and 50 
children at the Junior Sunday School. We thank God that Bro John Leak 
is able to assist Pr John in the worship service. 

 
Apart from the teaching ministries in the church, Pr John also conducts 
Saturday home visitations and evangelism. Sis Lydia and Sis Yi Leang 
continue to reach out to the youths and children in the English classes 
with the Gospel. May God be merciful to save. 

 
We pray for Sis Chantha who is facing parental objection, and is 
prevented from attending worship services and the weekly Youth Bible 
Study. We pray that the Lord will help her to stand fast in the faith.  

 

Thank God for True Faith BPC’s 5th Anniversary on 19 March 2017. 
The compiled Anniversary greetings from members and friends as well 
as a love-gift of S$200 from our church had been brought over by Pstr 
Dennis to encourage True Faith BPC as they do God’s work. A used 
portasound was also given to them for use in the ministry. 
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 We continue to pray for Pr Rotha as he preaches and teaches at the 
Lord’s Day services, and leads in Bible studies and prayer meetings. The 
Lord has also given Pr Rotha the opportunity to teach at their two 
children outreaches on  Sunday (afternoon and evening) and to conduct 
Bible studies with Bolen’s family on Saturday (morning and evening). We 
also pray for his wife (Saron) as she ministers to the children in the 
Junior Sunday School and in the English class. There are currently 10 
adult worshippers in the church, and 34 children attending Sunday 
School. Thank God for Sis They Chann who helps to maintain discipline 
during Sunday School, and assists in  logistics.  

 
We rejoiced with Pr Rotha and Sis Saron at the infant baptism of 
their third daughter Sulena (born 19 May 2016) on 18 December 2016. 
May the Lord help Pr Rotha and Sis Saron to bring Sulena up in the fear 
of the Lord.   

 
Continue to pray for the youths who have left Kampot for their 
further studies: Seang Yi, Ailin and Vathara (Phnom Penh) and Chan 
Dara (Sihanoukville).  Pr Rotha has a burden to start an outreach in 
Phnom Penh to minister to these youths.  Pray for the Lord’s leading 
and provision.  

 

The TMS had purchased three new Vivitek DS23DAA projectors for 
True Gospel, True Faith and Lively Hope BPCs to help in the work of the 
ministry. Pr John Saray thanked God for answering their prayers and for 
providing their need of a projector for the ministry (since the one they 
had was spoilt). He also thanked the church for the gift as it is very 
useful. We pray that the projectors would be put to good use in the 
Lord’s work. 

 

Missions Needs 

 True Gospel BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Since 2007, Truth BPC has been supporting True Gospel BPC fully in the 
rental of church premises, utilities (electricity, water and internet 
facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related to the church 
ministry such as the tuk-tuk and other transport costs. We continue to 
pray for the Lord’s provisions in these areas, especially for the 
maintenance of the tuk-tuk.  In view of its high maintenance and 
repair cost, True Gospel BPC is also praying for the provision of a second
-hand church van to replace the tuk-tuk.  

 True Gospel Bible School (Kampot, Cambodia) 

A Student Welfare Fund has been set up in 2015 to support the 
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students in their tuition fees and food. The students also receive a 
monthly allowance to cover some of their miscellaneous expenses. The 
TMS decided in 2016 to contribute to this Fund on a half-yearly basis. 
God’s people are also welcome to give toward this Fund to help with the 
student scholarship. 

 
Presently, there are three computers for the students to use to do their 
written assignments and research papers. There is also a resource 
library to provide the students with more reading materials to widen 
their knowledge. The Bible School welcomes Biblically sound Christian 
books in good condition (for children,  adults and Bible School 
students), as well as used laptops (in good working condition) for the 
students’ use. 

 True Faith BPC (Kampot, Cambodia) 

Pr Rotha is also building up their church resource library to encourage 
church members to read Christian literature for their edification. 
Biblically sound Christian books in good condition (for children, youths, 
and adults) are welcome.  

 
 Lively Hope BPC (Sihanoukville, Cambodia) 

Like the two churches in Kampot, Truth BPC also supports Lively Hope 
BPC fully in the rental of the church premises, utilities (electricity, 
water and internet facilities) and other miscellaneous expenses related 
to the church ministry. We pray for the Lord’s continued provisions, and 
for the provision of a second-hand church van for Lively Hope BPC to 
ferry the children from various locations. Good Christian books are also 
needed for the church resource library. 

 

Others 

Praise God for the gift of a baby boy (Theophilus 
Kiplang’at) to Pstr Charles Sang and his wife (Lorna) 
on 4 November 2016.  Continue to pray for Pstr 
Charles who is currently serving in Ongata Rongai 
AGUC (Kenya) as a missionary preacher.  He thanks 
God that there are currently about 22 adults and 4 
children in the church. They plan to start a children’s 
ministry so that they can minister to the children in 
the church as well as others in the community.  

 

Thank God for provision of monthly rent and for the Church Land 
Project.  As at 1 9 December 201 7,  the church had paid about Ksh 

Pstr Charles with 
his son 
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580,000 (about S$8,200) out of the total of Ksh 750,000 (about 

S$10,600).  

 

Pstr Benard Too has been serving in Tenwek AGUC (Kenya) since he 
graduated from FEBC one-and-a-half years ago. Thank God for helping 
Tenwek AGUC to set up their church sanctuary for worship, and for 
providing through members who learnt to give readily to God’s work with 
the little that they had. Thank God also for the recent approval of their 
application for electricity.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

There are about 15 active members in the church, and Pstr Benard 
thanks the Lord that they are growing 
spiritually through ministry of the Word. He 
also thanks God for the opportunity to reach 
out to the unsaved, and for bringing a family 
to join their church in the year 2016. Thank 
God that the husband was baptised in April 
2016 by Rev Michael Koech, and their elder 
son attended the Bomet Youth Camp in 
December 2016.  

 
Continue to pray for Pstr Benard as he ministers to God’s people in 
Tenwek AGUC, and for the Lord’s provisions as the church plans to 
renovate the previous sanctuary for Sunday School use.  They are 
also waiting on the Lord to provide the remaining funds needed to 
complete the building of new latrines.   

 

Rev Daniel Yaban expresses his thanks for our prayers and for the 
love-gifts he has received from Truth members. His health has improved 
although he still suffers a slight pain on the left side of his head as a 
result of his motorbike accident. Thank God that he has now resumed 
traveling with his motorbike. It has not been easy but he is also getting 
used to seeing with one eye.  

 

Tiling the floor Putting up the ceiling Completed Sanctuary 

Tenwek AGUC members 
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VBTC students at Menet  VBTC students at Sagamian  

Thank God for the opportunity the Lord has given Rev Yaban to serve 
Him in the pastoral, teaching, administrative and youth ministries of 
Kipyosit AGUC. The church has also started a Christian primary 
school, Kipyosit-Lebekwet Christian School,  which opens a door for 
them to minister to the pupils (and also to their parents). The pioneer 
batch of pupils will sit for the Kenya Certificate of Primary Examination 
(KCPE) in 2017. The school currently has a population of 160 pupils and 10 
teachers, and they need an extension of land plot and also a school van to 
ferry the pupils to and from school.  

 
Apart from teaching at the Bomet Bible Institute (BBI), Rev Yaban also 
teaches in the Vacational Bible Training Course (VBTC), VBS, etc. The 
VBTC (an extension of theological studies of BBI) is offered to lay 
leaders of AGUC and other denominations of the same faith during 
school holidays. This course enables church leaders who cannot study full
-time at BBI to study God’s Word. During the November-December 2016 
school holidays, the Lord enabled Rev Yaban to teach at the VBTC 
centres at Menet and Sagamian. Rev Yaban expresses a great need for 
teaching materials and for KJV Bibles.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev Yaban was also able to minister to the youths during the December 
2016 school holidays. Two Youth Bible Camps were held at Sagamian area 
(13 to 17 December 2016) and Sot area (19 to 23 December 2016). The 
theme for the youth camps was “Biblical Separation” based on 2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1, and the Lord used Rev Yaban to deliver four 
messages at Sagamian and two messages at Sot.  

 
God has also assigned Rev Yaban administrative duties at Sagamian area 
in Narok South, Maasai community. The area has twelve local 
congregations and the leaders of each of these local churches meet at 
least once a month in the Area Church Council (ACC) which he would 
chair. Apart from administrative duties, Rev Yaban also administers the 
ordinances of baptism and Lord’s Supper, officiates weddings, etc, in 
this area. Let us continue to remember Rev Yaban and the work he is 
doing for the Lord in our prayers. 
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Thank God for the missions outreach to Pokot (Kenya) through Mrs 
Evaline Tanui who is an independent missionary to the Pokot tribe for 
many years. She previously worked with her pastor-husband under one of 
the churches in Kenya as cross-cultural missionaries. After his home-
going in 1996, she continued with the Pokot work alone.  
 
Mrs Evaline Tanui has approached the Africa Gospel Unity Church 
(AGUC) to take up the responsibility for this missions work among the 
Pokot people, and has also identified a potential place in Pokot for church 
planting. As a first step to planting a church, Mrs Tanui and Rev Anthony 
Koech (an AGUC pastor) led a missions team (21 to 24 November 2016) 
to visit Popich, a village in East Pokot. The purpose of the visit was to do 
evangelism and to build a zinc-roof shelter to be used as a church. Thank 
God for the evangelistic meetings that were held during 
the visit, with the highest attendance being 60 adults and 

45 children. Among those who responded 
to the Gospel message were Mercy Siwot 
and Moses Sopich (17 and 16 years old 
respectively). Both of them including a 20-
year-old Daniel (already a believer) are 
the only people in Popich who can read and 
write. They are fluent in Pokot, their first 
language, and can also communicate in 
Swahili and English. Mrs Tanui gave two 
Pokot Bibles to them, while the AGUC gave them the two 
English Bibles that Sis Carol brought from Singapore.  

 
Pray for Rev Michael Koech and the rest of the AGUC leaders as they 
seek the Lord’s leading. Although the AGUC does not have anyone ready 
to serve in this Pokot missions, the present plan is to have an AGUC 
pastor visit Popich every four months. The AGUC leadership will meet to 
make further plans.  

 

************************ 

For more information on overseas missions needs and how you can give to 
God’s work, pl refer to the Missions Noticeboard for details.  

 

 

 

Moses Sopich 

Mercy Siwot 
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 Local Missions 

E-Band continues to meet every 3rd Sunday of the month to reach 
out to the Clementi neighbourhood 
with the Gospel of Christ. Thank 
God for both adults and children 
who come for our monthly 
tracting, and for the work that 
had been done. If you would like 
to join us to bring the Gospel to 
unbelievers, pl contact Dn Franco 
Wong or the church office. 

 

An evangelism workshop was held on 12 September 2016 to 
encourage, and to equip church members for evangelism. Rev (Dr) 
Prabhudas Koshy spoke on the topic “Ambassador for Christ” (Ephesians 
6:19-20). There was also a practice session after the message to help us 
evangelise to others effectively before the actual one-hour tracting 
session at the nearby Pandan Gardens neighbourhood. A concurrent 
children program was held by Sis Xiao Wei before children joined the 
adults for tracting. We thank God that some of the contacts came to 
church to hear God’s Word preached, and some children joined the 
Children’s Fellowship meeting on one Saturday.  
 
A Gospel Rally was held on 29 October 2016 and Pr Andrew Koh spoke on 
the topic, “Life is Short, Death is Sure!” (James 4:14) We continue to 
pray for the salvation of the unsaved. 
 
There will also be a Church Evangelism Workshop held this year on 26 
June 2017 on the topic,  “Not Ashamed of the Gospel” (Romans 1:16). 
This is to encourage and to equip church members to share the Gospel to 
others and to invite them to the Church Gospel Night which would be 
held on 29 June 2017. The message for the Church Gospel Night will be 
on “Who is God?” (1 Timothy 3:16) Pr Joshua Yong will be the speaker for 
both events.  
 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) continues to do her part to increase 
missions awareness among Truth members.  We thank God for — 
(i) Missions Fortnight held in September 2016 during which Pstr Dennis 
spoke to us on “Biblical Missions” (Acts 14:21-28) and “The Labourers are 
Few!” (Matthew 9:35-38) on 11 September and 18 September 
respectively. May the Word of God challenge us to be more active in 
Missions work. 
 
As a follow-up to the messages preached, the Junior Sunday School also 
held a special Missions program on 18 September 2016 during which  
children from the various departments (Pre-Sch/Juniors/Young Teens) 

 

E-band Tracting at Clementi 
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worked on an encouragement gift for each of the Truth-supported 
churches in Cambodia. These were brought over for them by Pstr Dennis 
in his December trip to Cambodia. Thank God for using the children to 
be a channel of God’s blessings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Truth Children Fellowship also had a Special Missions Program on 13 
August 2016 during which Sis Eileen Chee spoke to the children on,  
“Pray for Labourers!” (Matthew 9: 35-38) Bro 
David Chew shared his testimony of calling into 
the full-time ministry before we showed the 
children some pictures of the various missions 
work around the world. In response, the children 
made a “Prayer Wheel” during the craft session 
to remind themselves to pray for God’s 
labourers. An offering of S$ 132.90 collected 
during the Special Missions Program was 
channeled to True Gospel Bible School for the work of the ministry. 
 
(ii) Publication of October 2016 Shine Forth Missions Journal (Vol. 10, 
No. 2) on “God’s Word in Missions — Moulding Youths for Christ” which 
has been distributed not only to our church members and friends, but 
also in limited copies to like-minded B-P churches and Bible colleges in 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, Kenya and Tanzania. Apart 
from increasing missions awareness, the bi-annual missions journals also 
seek to encourage and to equip those who are serving the Lord in the 
Gospel ministry. We thank God for all who have contributed to this 
important work, and we pray that the Lord will continue to help His 
people to shine forth His Gospel Light. 
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October 2017 issue (Vol.  1 1 ,  No.  2) will be on “God’s Word in 
Missions — Ministering to the Elderly and Needy.” This will conclude the 
current series on “God’s Word in Missions” focusing on the ministry to 
the elderly and needy. 
 
(iii) Production of “Sing Unto the LORD!” CDs  
The Truth Junior Choir had, on the invitation of the 
TMS, participated in an audio CD recording of 
children songs to help in overseas missions work. 
These songs were first compiled into a song book by 
True Life BPC (Singapore), and we thank God that 
they had kindly allowed us to build on what they had 
done. We also thank God for the kind permission of 
Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) in allowing us to use 
their songs and to produce them into a CD. 
 
The purpose of the CD recording is to promote the singing of godly 
Christian songs, and to provide overseas missions churches with the 
relevant resources to help in their music ministry. We thank God for 
opening an area of service for the children to serve Him with their 
voices and to help in missions work. We thank God for parents who 
worked hard at home to prepare their children for the actual recording, 
especially for children who are not part of the Choir. We are encouraged 
to see how these little ones sang with all their heart to the Lord.  

The recording of the 91 children songs took about four-and-a half 
months (July to mid-November) to complete. We thank God for 
providing Bro Benjamin Tan (from Calvary Pandan BPC) to help us in the 
playing of the piano, as well as the kind assistance of Sis Boon Choo 
(Choir Conductor), and Bro Anthony Cheng (Recording i/c). Thank God 
also for leading us to a company that allows us to produce the CDs at a 
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low cost. As a result of this, we were able to produce 500 CDs at a unit 
cost of S$1.55 (excluding GST), and to give the CDs (and its 
accompanying songbook) to our church members and friends for their 
edification. We are thankful that some had used these CDs as an 
evangelistic tool to share the Gospel to their unbelieving friends and 
loved ones. Some had also shared these CDs with friends from other 
churches who desire to learn these songs. 
 
Besides the recording of the songs, there is also an audio CD recording 
of the music by our pianists Joanna Hung, Eunice Low, David, Hadassah 
and Hazel Chew to assist churches who do not have a trained pianist. 
This music CD is included in the full package comprising of the score, 
song book, and CD (songs) to be given to overseas missions stations 
according to their needs. A total of 255 songbooks, 500 CDs (songs), 17 
music CDs, and 10 sets of score had been distributed freely (and 
selectively) to the work in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, 
Kenya, and Tanzania. May the Lord be pleased to bless our effort.  
 
(iv) Missions Noticeboard and Webpage which update members and 
friends on Missions-related  news. The Missions Noticeboard features 
pictures of God’s work (both local and overseas) and will seek to do so 
thematically with its quarterly update. Keep a lookout for Missions trivia 
coming up on the Board from the month of June to September 2017.  
 

TMS was established in May 2006 to encourage and to provoke our 
members in Truth B-P Church to be more proactive in the advancement 
of the Great Commission, in obedience to Jesus’ command (Matthew 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15).  
 
The TMS Committee in 2017 comprises: 
Pstr Dennis Kwok (Chairman, Cambodian Missions i/c), Eld Winston Chew 
(Vice-Chairman), Dn Franco Wong (Secretary, E-Band i/c), Dn Emerson 
Ang (Member), and Karen Lee (Publicity i/c) 
 
Our objectives are: 
 
a) To inform church members of local and overseas missions activities 
b) To encourage, support and pray for local and overseas missions 
c) To inspire interest and missions awareness among church members 
d) To initiate and co-ordinate missions trips 
 
If you would like to know how you can play a part in Missions work, feel 
free to approach the TMS members for assistance.  
 
 

************************ 
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Kids’ Corner: 

By  Anne Lim 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 is a call to follow the Apostle Paul’s example. 
The Apostle Paul knew he was following 
Jesus, so he told the Corinthian Christians 
to imitate his walk with the Lord. Christians 
today should still follow the Apostle Paul 
who is a good example to us. He imitated 
Christ so the Apostle Paul was a follower 
of Christ. The Apostle Paul told us that we 
should follow him as we saw him following 
Christ. Anyone who does not follow Christ in 
his behavior and conduct we do not follow 
him, though he may profess to be a 
Christian.  

 
What are the ways in which we can follow the Apostle Paul?  
We can imitate him in his great love for Christ. 
His love is shown in his great labour for the 
Lord. He travelled thousands of miles, suffering 
hardships, pain and imprisonment (2 Corinthians 
11:23-30) because “the love of Christ 
constrained” him. We, too, must be willing to go 
the extra mile, to sacrifice more and to endure 
more for our loving Saviour.  

Jesus 
Christ 

“Be ye followers of me,  
even as I also am of Christ.”  

(1 Corinthians 11:1) 
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We can imitate the Apostle Paul in being bold to evangelize, for 
the Apostle Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel which he 
preached everywhere. The Apostle Paul lived in a day when 

Christianity was greatly despised. To 
be a Christian, during his time, was to 
be despised. But when he went to 
Rome, the metropolis and capital of 
the world, where the emperor, 
senators, and the chief rulers of the 
world resided, he was not ashamed to 
preach the Gospel there. He declared 
to the Romans, “… I am ready to 

preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:15-16b).  
 
Another virtue that the Apostle Paul had which we do well to 
follow and imitate is to reject the world and seek to be more 
godly. He did not care for the enjoyment of the world. He did 
not seek the riches of the world. He was only 
keen to save the souls of men everywhere with 
the glorious Gospel. Popularity and honour had 
no attraction for him. He set his affections on 
things above. Paul’s example here should make 
all those who desire the world’s praises and 
honour to be ashamed. Our goal as Christians 
is to strive for more indifference to the world 
and for more heavenly-mindedness.  
 
We ought also to follow the example of the Apostle Paul in his 
abounding in prayer and praise. When the Corinthians repented of 
their sins, he wrote a second letter to them, sharing his joy. He 
blessed and thanked God for them (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). He said, 
“We are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of 
the Lord Jesus” (2 Corinthians 1:14b). When he was in a prison 
in Philippi, he was singing and praising God in the middle of the 
night. He thanked God that he was counted worthy to suffer for 
Him.  
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We ought, also, to follow the Apostle Paul in his contentment 
wherever God has put him. In all his 
travels and sufferings, he was 
submitted to the will of God. In 
Philippians 4:11, he tells us, “…for I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound.” If we can be like Paul, we will 
always live a blessed and happy life.  

 
The Apostle Paul was most compassionate and tender towards 
those in afflictions. When the Christians in Corinth sinned greatly, 
he wrote this letter to rebuke them. But when he perceived that 
his sharpness caused them to repent in sorrow, he quickly 
comforted them. Do we show our love and compassion for 
others when they are hurt and suffering? Let us follow the 
Apostle Paul, even as he had followed Christ!  

 
- Adapted from Jonathan Edwards’ The Character of Paul an Example to Christians 

 

To follow Jesus, we must separate ourselves from the world. 
We must not follow the advice of the ungodly and walk in their 
ways, or stand where sinners gather to be part of them. We 
also must not sit to fellowship with them and become like them. 

 

 

 

Can you fill in the blanks with the help of the pictures given? 
Give the verse which is taken from Psalms. 

“Blessed is the __________that ___________ not in the 

counsel of the ungodly, nor _________________ in the way 

of sinners, nor ______________ in the seat of the scornful.”  

This verse is taken from __________________ . 
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