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Foreword 
This issue “God’s Word in Missions – Moulding Youths for Christ” focuses 
on the ministry to our youths in overseas missions. I am burdened for 
today’s youths who must not only strive to live exemplary lives for Jesus’ 
sake, but also to prepare themselves to lead in the church when they 
take over from the older generation. It is very challenging for Christian 
youths today because of the “high-tech” society we are living in. There is 
greater distraction and seduction from the world today compared to 20 
years ago. With the influence and distraction of social media infiltrating 
every aspect of their life, it seems hard for them to stay away from the 
evil influence of the world and be focused on spiritual things of God. 

 
Indeed, we need to pay attention and be serious in nurturing the youths 
in church to prepare them to stand against the fiery darts of the wicked 
and his spiritual attacks. We need God’s Word and His Spirit to 
overcome this onslaught by the Evil One who has not given up attacking 
God’s people since the day he deceived Eve into eating the forbidden 
fruit in the Garden of Eden. How many Christian youths today have also 
been deceived by him already? We need to double up our efforts and 
waste no time to protect our youths today. They need to return to the 
Word of God and seek the guidance of the Spirit to lead them along 
their journey in life. It is my prayer that the articles in this issue will 
encourage you in the work of the Lord. 

 
Included in this issue are also Missions reports and testimonies of the 
youths in Cambodia for your prayer and support. We thank God for 
calling David Chew into the full-time ministry. May his testimony edify 
your heart and encourage you. Let us remember him in our prayers as he 
goes through 4-years of theological training at the Far Eastern Bible 
College. We need more to come forward to answer the high call to serve 
the Lord full-time. Indeed, the harvest is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few (cf. Matthew 9:37). Let us pray that the Lord of the harvest will 
send forth more faithful and trained labourers into His harvest field. If 
the Lord is calling you, will you not answer Him? We all can pray; we can 
give and we can go. We need to double up our efforts to fulfil the Great 
Commission to the saving of souls in these last days. May God help us. 
Amen. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev Dennis Kwok 
Chairman 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

“Remember Thy Creator!”  
By  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew  

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say,  

I have no pleasure in them." (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 
 

The Book of Ecclesiastes was written by King Solomon to warn all 
humanity about the deception of a profligate life. However, his target 
audience was the people of God in Israel. They possessed God’s Word, 
and their entire existence (from their daily diet to dressing and work 
week) was ordained by God. The call to "remember thy Creator" in 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 must be understood in this context of God's revealed 
Word.  
 
Solomon's testimony was as the richest king in all Israel. There is no 
king in the world, past and present, who can be compared with him in 
terms of his wealth, fame and fortune. The Old Testament passage that 
captures the fullness of King Solomon's wealth and fame is 1 Kings 10:1-
29, "And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon 
concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard 
questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and 
when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in 
her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any 
thing hid from the king, which he told her not. And when the queen of 
Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, 
And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the 
attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and 
his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the LORD; there was 
no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I 
believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 
behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 
Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on 
the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore 
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice. And she gave the king an 
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and 
precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as these 
which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. And the navy also of 
Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great 
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plenty of almug trees, and precious stones. And the king made of the 
almug trees pillars for the house of the LORD, and for the king's house, 
harps also and psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, 
nor were seen unto this day. And king Solomon gave unto the queen of 
Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon 
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, 
she and her servants. Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in 
one year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, Beside that 
he had of the merchantmen, and of the traffick of the spice merchants, 
and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the governors of the country. And 
king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: six hundred 
shekels of gold went to one target. And he made three hundred shields 
of beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one shield: and the king put 
them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a 
great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold. The throne had 
six steps, and the top of the throne was round behind: and there were 
stays on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside 
the stays. And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other 
upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom. And all 
king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the 
house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver: it 
was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For the king had at sea 
a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three years came 
the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and 
peacocks. So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches 
and for wisdom. And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put in his heart. And they brought every man his present, 
vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, and 
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. And Solomon gathered 
together chariots and horsemen: and he had a thousand and four 
hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem. And the king 
made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to be as 
the sycomore trees that are in the vale, for abundance. And Solomon had 
horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: the king's merchants 
received the linen yarn at a price. And a chariot came up and went out of 
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and 
fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, 
did they bring them out by their means."  
 
King Solomon’s testimony is, therefore, not one of "sour grapes”, as one 
who did not have all that the world offered him, or that he did not know 
what he was talking about. He knew and he tasted everything to the 
fullest. The fulfilment of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and 
the pride of life were all practised and lived out by King Solomon to 
their fullest and they ruined his life. Solomon had 700 wives and 300 
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concubines. He had riches beyond measure. He had queens and kings who 
travelled from distant lands, bearing precious gifts, to listen to his 
wisdom. He tasted them all and regretted every bit of it with all his 
heart. The reason is that God was not in any of it. He sinned against his 
God, and by the time he found out, his life was lived, and the mistakes 
were made and lives were ruined. They were all irreversible!  
 
Solomon did not wish for anyone to follow in his footsteps and to have 
their life ruined the way he did. It does not matter whether the person 
is a believer or not as anyone can fall into these heinous and seductive 
sins which are interrelated. When one lusts after the flesh and eyes, he 
will probably waste his life pursuing them. The probable reason one 
wants to be rich is to feel safe and secure, and be proud of himself, and 
for others to be proud and envious of him. The one who lusts believes 
that the more money he has or the more abundant his possessions on 
earth, the more successful he is and his confidence in self will increase. 
This is the ploy of the devil to deceive the gullible.  
 
There was not a man, nor will there ever be one in the future, who could 
come close to the kind of fame and fortune that King Solomon enjoyed! 
Yet Solomon admitted, "vanity of vanities, all is vanity." (cf. Ecclesiastes 
1:2) He tasted all of them and at the end of his journey of licentious 
carnal pleasures, he testified in Ecclesiastes 1:14, "I have seen all the 
works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit."  
 
If Solomon had ended his testimony in this solemn and depressing state 
of hopelessness, all mankind would enter into a life of absolute helpless 
condemnation. That would be true if God had not intervened and 
continued to speak to sinful man to give hope out of this state of 
hopelessness. Basically, King Solomon was testifying to all who have ears 
to hear to listen carefully and to remember their Creator. God made us 
in His image. We are to stop living like brutes whose existence comprises 
only of things carnal and nothing eternal. Mankind was made in the image 
of God with an eternal soul. He does not have to behave like beasts. He 
can be a man again and conduct himself in God's image.  
 
This is the only way out. It is true that all mankind are born sinners. This 
is evidenced by the sinful world that we live in. Death of man is the 
clearest and indisputable evidence that man is a sinner from birth to 
death! God created you, Reader. Humble yourself and turn to Him 
through Christ. The Word of God was near the people of God in Israel. 
They had the truth to believe in Christ to save them from the three 
deadly sins: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life. The entire sacrificial system pointed them to the Saviour Jesus 
Christ who would come to die for them on Calvary. After salvation, the 
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people of God must continue to study the Bible and obey. Solomon did 
not and he wasted his life – a life which could have been lived in a godly 
manner. He succumbed to the three deadly sins. That is why he wrote to 
remember our Creator in the days of our youth. Before life is lived and 
wasted, Solomon wrote to warn all not to follow in his footsteps of sin. 
At the time of writing, he was already old and life was almost gone 
forever. When one is old and the body begins to turn frail and 
experience the nearness of death, one becomes more and more detached 
from the lusts and pride that are offered by the world. But when these 
three deadly sins have already taken their toll on the body and one’s life 
has been wasted in the pursuit of these vanities, it is too late. Life will 
not return for the foolish man to re-live! Solomon learnt it the hard way.  
Do not wait until "tomorrow" to remember your Creator. He created you 
and He has a plan and purpose for your life. If you are still a sinner 
pursing the three deadly sins, you have to stop now and turn to Jesus 
Christ who came to this earth to die for your sins. God accepted what 
Christ has done for you by raising Him from the dead. If you truly 
repent of your sins and receive Jesus Christ into your heart as your Lord 
and Saviour with all your heart and in all sincerity, you will be saved from 
your sin, from death and hell. This is the only way out.  
 
If you are already a believer, listen to the wise words of King Solomon 
and stop living for the world because the world offers only the three 
deadly sins to ensnare the gullible and undiscerning. What awaits you at 
the end of your life of pursuing these three deadly sins is a wasted life 
of failed testimony. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth 
and not when you are old the way King Solomon did. He lived with this sad 
regret all his life. He penned this book of Ecclesiastes just for you.  
 
God created you and saved you in Christ, and you will have to stand 
before Him one day to give an account of how you have lived this life 
after salvation. Remember Him today! Amen. 
 

 
************************ 
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I completed my 2-year military service on 3rd February 2016. I thank and 
praise God that by His grace alone, the two years spent serving the 
nation were the best two years of my life, spiritually speaking. It was a 
time when I communed the closest with the Lord, found out His will for 
my life, had the privilege to stand up for Him and share the Gospel with 
those around me. I will attempt to relate to you how the Lord has been 
so good to me during my two years of ‘wearing Green’, and how it was 
truly by His grace and guiding Hand that He kept me close to Him. 
 
I knew that being in the army would not be easy for my spiritual life as I 
had previously heard many testimonies of the dangers of army life, the 
temptations present, and the number of youths that had fallen prey to 
these temptations. I felt as if I am like Daniel going into an unknown 
world where people around me would be idolatrous and paganistic, and 
where temptations would abound. Also, I was a youth, and a Christian like 
Daniel, and I believed in the same God as Daniel. Daniel 1:8 reminded me 
that I first had to purpose in my heart not to sin against the Lord and 
He would preserve me just as He had preserved Daniel. It would have 
been impossible (and foolish) to stand against sin with my own strength 
for in the past I had often failed in doing so. I had to purpose in my 
heart with strength that came only from the Lord. Therefore, I prayed 
for such strength to overcome sin and that God would provide ways of 
escape from temptations, just as He had promised in 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
I also purposed in my heart that I would read my Bible daily whatever 
the situation might be, and to stay close to the Lord.  
 
During my Basic Military Training (BMT), God providentially provided me 
with a few Christian section-mates. All of us loved the Lord, and we 
would encourage and remind one another through Bible verses, to keep 
our Quiet Time daily, to stay close to the Lord, and to yield not to 
temptations. We recognized that God’s Word was our guard against sin. 
However, after BMT, we were posted to our respective units and were 
separated from each other. 
 
In the unit that I was posted to, I faced more temptations. I had to 
work directly under a regular superior, having many (sometimes 
unreasonable) deadlines to meet. This was a test of my faith for if I had 
complained, not only would I have been a bad testimony, I would also 
have sinned against God for despising the lot He had given to me. I was 
reminded of God’s sovereignty, how He never makes mistakes and always 

Testimony: 

“Remembering My Creator in 
My Army Days”   By  David Chew  
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has a purpose in placing me where I was, as His witness. Therefore, I 
tried my best not to complain but to do my work diligently to the best 
of my abilities, not to please man, but God alone. Though I often failed, 
the Lord was still gracious and merciful unto me.  
 
I was given an opportunity to stand up for Christ during my unit days 
where I got to know more friends who indulged in lustful activities. A 
few of them would invite me to go clubbing. Just as I was taught from 
God’s Word in Sunday messages, as well as, in the Youth Fellowship 
meetings, I would explain to them why I would not go – It is a place of 
drinking, lust, and worldly music – things that the Lord hates. As I love 
my Lord, I would not want to do anything that angers Him. I also knew 
that I could not deceive myself by saying that I would go but not drink 
any alcohol. I did not give excuses like, “my parents did not allow” etc. 
but told them the plain truth. Thank God I did not give in to peer 
pressure and disobey the Lord, for if I did, it would not only have 
angered God but it would also have been much harder to say no the 
second time.  
 
In the YF, I was always taught that I had to stand up for Christ but 
standing up for the Lord was not always easy. My friends would often 
use “Jesus Christ” as a swear word. Initially, I lacked the courage to 
ask them to stop profaning my Saviour’s Name, and struggled with this 
for months. I prayed daily for strength to tell them. One day, as I 
heard them use God’s Name in vain again, I said a silent prayer before 
telling those present that I am a Christian and Jesus is my Saviour, and 
kindly requested that they stopped using “Jesus” as a swear word. 
Because of my conviction, some spoke ill of me behind my back. Though 
discouraged, 2 Timothy 3:12 comforted me, that “all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”, and that “friendship with the 
world is enmity with God” (cf. James 4:4b). It was a privilege for me to 
suffer for Christ. 
 
All in all, I thank the Lord for His goodness and grace toward me in the 
army, where I was sustained by Him and His Word. God’s Word is 
paramount in a believer’s life for it teaches him how to live his life, and 
how to be kept from sin. It is of utmost importance for Christians to be 
taught the Word of God, especially from a young age, so that they will 
know what is the God-honouring thing to do especially during crucial 
moments. You will never know when the youth will need that lesson that 
he was taught many years ago. Let us help God’s youths to lean upon 
Him, and live for Him daily. 
 

************************ 
David is the current President of Truth Youth Fellowship, and he is also 

pursuing his BTh studies in the FEBC to serve the Lord full-time. 
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No matter where Christian youths live, they face immense challenges to 
their faith and holiness. No one can concisely describe those odds 
stacked against them. The challenges they encounter are no more just 
matters arising from their own fleshly lusts and enticements of friends, 
but also from social media that (directly or indirectly, openly or subtly) 
seeks to undermine their faith and Christian values.  
 
Another dreadful influence on Christian youths comes from certain 
youths who profess to be saved but live a worldly life. There is enormous 
pressure on Christian youths – even from within the church – to act like 
the world. Be it in the area of their beliefs, speech, conduct, 
entertainment, activities or dressing, Christian youths are pressurized 
to follow the worldly trends.  
 
Young people ought to be the “frontline” of our churches’ spiritual army. 
For they are, to a great extent, the “face” of our churches. Young people 
make a statement about their churches, just as they do about their 
families. The churches and families with godly and well-mannered, strong 
and enterprising children have much to rejoice, while ungodly and ill-
mannered, lazy and lethargic young people bring disgrace to their 
churches and families. 
 
In Psalm 127:4-5, we are told of the blessedness of well-guided youths - 
“As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.”  
 
We do know of certain young men of biblical times who have been endued 
with great measure of divine strength and wisdom to win their spiritual 
battles. Do we not remember youthful Joseph, Samuel, David, Josiah, 
Daniel, Timothy and many more standing up for the LORD in their times? 
May our youths today be like them in displaying unusual maturity and 
ability. 
 
For the empowering of her youths to stand for Christ, the church is 
provided with the best spiritual resources. We are not without aid in 
guiding our youths to victory in the spiritual battles waged against them. 
Christian parents, church leaders and youths themselves need to avail 
themselves of these divine provisions for the equipping and empowering 
of Christian youths.    

Article: 

“Empowering Youths For 
Christ”  By  Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy  
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The Word of God – the Bible – is the youths’ first and foremost 
resource. The Apostle John says in 1 John 2:13
-14, “I write unto you, young men, because ye 
have overcome the wicked one.… I have written 
unto you, young men, because ye are strong, 
and the word of God abideth in you, and ye 
have overcome the wicked one.” John here 
speaks of strong and triumphant youths of the 
church. He is not referring to their physical 
strength, but their spiritual strength which 
comes through the spiritual resources that 
God provides. 
 

Many physically strong young men are being taken captive by the Devil. 
They are “wrestled to the ground” and chained by worldliness in the pit 
of sin. As enlisted soldiers of Christ’s army, they need something far 
greater than natural vigour to fight their spiritual battles. As Scripture 
exhorts, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might” (Ephesians 
6:10); and “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 
2:1). Christian youths must be exhorted to yield 
to God in devotion and ceaseless prayer so that 
they may be empowered in the might of God.  
 
Their spiritual strength, as 1 John 2:14 says, comes from the Word of 
God that abides in them. The Word is not kept out of their lives, but 
always embraced, studied, believed and obeyed. When the Word is kept 
within them, they shall be always empowered and equipped to fight and 
win their battles. The Word of God makes the youths pure. Psalm 119:9, 
11 says, “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word… Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.” It establishes them in their spiritual walk 
and keeps them from faltering – “The law of his God is in his heart; none 
of his steps shall slide” (Psalm 37:31). When His Word remains in His 
people, it makes them followers of Christ, for Jesus said, “If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31). Jesus 
also promised that the Word-abiding Christians will achieve great things 
for the Lord through prayer – “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7).  
 
The victory of spiritually empowered Christian youths is guaranteed – “I 
write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one” (1 
John 2:13-14). With the strength and wisdom of the most Holy God, 
they shall have victory over the wicked one, even the Devil. 
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All the young men (and women) of Christ must fight against the Devil. 
They cannot make peace with him. “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 
profession before many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12). All those who are 
saved have already tasted the victory – “ye have overcome the wicked 
one.” In Christ, we have victory. He has defeated the devil on the cross. 
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 
2:14). They who have found their strength in the Lord and His Word will 
overcome all the ploys of the Wicked one. 
 

Final conquest is sure! 
They have strength of the Lord in them. 

They have God’s Word within them; 
They have the Devil under them. 

 
 

************************ 
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Article: 

“Moulding Youths in God’s 
Service” By  Miss Carol Lee  

We know the biblical account of the Exodus very well. Moses led the 
children of Israel from Egypt towards the Promised Land, and, at age 
hundred and twenty, at the border into the Promised Land, he told the 
children of Israel, “… I can no more go out and come in: also the LORD 
hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan. The LORD thy 
God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from 
before thee, and thou shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over 
before thee, as the LORD hath said” (Deuteronomy 31:2-3). The Lord’s 
will was that Joshua, a younger man, was to succeed aging Moses. Moses 
told Joshua, “thou must go with this people unto the land which the 
LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause 
them to inherit it” (Deuteronomy 31:7). 
 
God’s work will continue with God’s appointed workers at God’s divine 
timing. The junior Joshua was to take over from the senior Moses in 
leading God’s people into the Promised Land. But Joshua was not left 
alone to fend for himself in taking up this daunting task. The assuring 
words of Moses must have encouraged and comforted Joshua’s heart 
greatly, “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be 
with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither 
be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8).  
 
What about our young people today, in both the local church and missions 
field? They, too, have certain tasks (whether in leadership positions or 
otherwise) which God wants them to do for Him. Matthew 20:28 says, 
“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister…” Every young person must be willing to do his Lord’s bidding, 
and be ever ready to serve, no matter how difficult the task may seem 
to them. Fear will naturally, inevitably come into their youthful hearts. 
As Moses assured Joshua, we, too, need to assure the young of the 
Lord’s presence and help as they are called to serve Him.  

Like Moses, we do this by pointing our young people to God and the 
promises of God as revealed in His Word. Even their call to minister and 
their conviction to serve must come from God, through His Word. What 
can we promise the young except what our Lord has promised us and 

“Every young person must be willing to do his Lord’s 

bidding, and be ever ready to serve …” 
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them? How can we call them and convict their young hearts except our 
Master, in His omniscience and His omnipotence, 
calls and convicts them? And herein lies our 
“secret” weapon in the moulding of young people in 
the service of God -- the Word of God, the Bible! 
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 
 

We need to faithfully teach our young people the Word of God, that 
they may know His will, particularly His will for them personally, and His 
promises of what He will do for them as they yield their lives in full 
submission to their Lord and Saviour. We want 
our young people to lay aside “all malice, and all 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 
Peter 2:1-2). As they grow, with increasing 
knowledge of the Word of God in their head, 

they must gain in their 
heart a great 
confidence that their 
Lord, in whatever He 
wants them to do, will 
go before them, will be 
with them, will not fail 
them, neither forsake them; and that they 
need not fear, neither be dismayed (cf. 
Deuteronomy 31:8). 
 

How wonderful it is when our young people, while being taught the Word 
of God, can say honestly from their hearts together with the Psalmist, 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 
119:105). And that they, like young Daniel, will also purpose in their 
hearts that they will not defile themselves (cf. Daniel 1:8), and thus 
truly use His “lamp” to guide their “feet.” Certainly, this must be the 
teaching objective of every teacher of the Word of the God.   
 
Besides Moses pointing Joshua to God and His promises, Moses’ life in 
itself must also have been a “lesson” for Joshua as to how one is to live 
his life serving his God -- by putting one’s trust in God and living one’s 
life by faith.  
 
The first time the character Joshua was mentioned in God’s Word is in 
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Exodus 17:9 when Amalek declared war with Israel in Rephidim, which 
was before the forty-year wilderness wandering. Moses told Joshua, 
“Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand 
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand” (Joshua 17:9). 
Joshua was already a leader, a very young one albeit, serving together 
with Moses by assisting him. 
 
How did young Joshua respond to Moses’ instruction? “So Joshua did as 
Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill” (Exodus 17:10). What a picture of 
Joshua’s submissive obedience to Moses! 
Joshua could have cried, “Not fair! Why 
must I be in the battlefield fighting, 
risking my life, while you, Aaron and Hur 
just stand at the hill-top holding God’s rod? 
Why not let me stand with you in the hill-
top instead and let Aaron and Hur to go 
fight Amalek?” No, Joshua did as 
instructed by Moses. There was no record 
of any ill feeling or jealousy. In 
retrospect, we can see that Joshua being 
sent into the battle-field was part of God’s 
training of him, as God would, at least four decades later, use him to lead 
the children of God to enter and conquer the Promised Land. 
 
Surely, from the time they left Egypt to the time when Joshua 
succeeded Moses, Joshua would have lived and served with Moses at 
close quarters for more than forty years. He would have seen first-hand 
how meek Moses lived a life of listening to God, pleading with Him, 
obeying Him, trusting Him, faithfully bringing God’s words to the people; 
and how, in the process of following God, Moses had to face many 
difficulties, reproaches, rebellion, false accusations, the attacks of the 
people of the land, etc. Joshua would have witnessed too the 
disobedience of Moses (cf. Numbers 20:7-11) which led to the serious 
consequence of being barred from entering the Promised Land. Moses’ 
life was one long lesson for Joshua as God prepared him to occupy the 
Promised Land.     
 
The moulding of our young people for God’s service demands that we 
ourselves live an exemplary life serving our God. This is our second 
“secret” weapon. Moses’ words of encouragement to Joshua in 
Deuteronomy 31:6 (“Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; 
he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee”) would have a hollow ring to it if 
Moses had not already demonstrated in his life that he himself had lived 
by those words, and that he had personally experienced the faithfulness 

Joshua leading the battle 
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of God. Moses’ words had a greater impact on Joshua because Joshua 
had seen the reality of those words in the life of Moses.   
 
In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul taught the importance of our 
lives being seen by others and that others may learn through our lives. 
“In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine 
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity” (Titus 2:7). “Brethren, be 
followers together of me… ye have us for an ensample” (Philippians 3:17). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our young people must see in our life the reality of a trustworthy God, a 
God who can comfort us in the face of extreme adversities, a God who 
has been proven capable of providing our every need. They must see our 
faith and our trust in God in action. Our lives must be a “pattern” which 
our young people can emulate. Our continued faith in our God, even if 
everything seems hopeless, will strengthen our young people to similarly 
serve God. 
 
May God be pleased to help us as we mould our young people in the 
service of God by: 
 

(a) pointing them to God and His promises, i.e. teaching them the 
Word of God,  

(b) living an exemplary life of service that shows the reality of a 
trustworthy, faithful God who can provide for us. Amen. 

 
 

************************ 

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
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Testimony: 

“Youth Work in Bethel BPC 
(Melbourne, Australia)”   
By  Rev Paul Cheng  

In recent years, there has been a consistent influx of international 
students coming to Victoria to further their education. With the 
increase of international students, the church recognises her 
responsibility to provide every possible support in a biblical framework.   
 
It has often been said that the future of the church lies in the young 
people, and that future will depend on our capacity to bring these young 
people closer to Jesus Christ. Howbeit, it is not an easy task to minister 
to the young people who are constantly exposed to  worldly influences of 
their academic institution, their peers and a liberal Australian society. 
The challenge facing this ministry to international students is underlined 
by the absence of parental guidance and control. Indeed, it is an 
enormous work that cannot be accomplished, unless it is done in 
accordance with the sovereign will of God.   

 
The Goal of the Youth Ministry 

 
The goal of our youth ministry is built upon the Lord’s Great Commission 
in Matthew 28:19-20, and it seeks to provide opportunities for believers 
to be engaged in evangelism, fellowship, discipleship, worship and 
ministry. 
 
Bethel’s Young People’s Group (YPG) consists of young people from those 
beginning their high school studies to 
those in their early working years. 
These young people would meet 
regularly to fellowship, and to 
worship God. The very foundation 
upon which our ministries are rooted 
is the Bible (and the Bible alone) -- 
Sola Scriptura! We adhere to and 
uphold the principle of the              
all-sufficiency of God’s inspired, 
infallible and preserved Word (cf. 2 
Timothy 3:16, Matthew 5:18). We believe that the Bible is our supreme 
and final authority in faith and practice. Thus, we conduct regular mid-
week City Bible Study (CBS) and Monash Bible Study (MBS) so that the 
young people may be grounded in the Word of God, which is our manual 
and our sole wisdom in life.   

 

Bethel Young People Group 
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True fellowship is the partnership one shares with the Triune God and 
with the believers, the common unity and life in Christ. “That which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). Christian fellowship is extremely vital 
for it embodies confessing our sins to one another, rebuking one 
another, exhorting one another, edifying one another, comforting one 
another, praying for one another, teaching one another, admonishing one 
another, exercising the prerogatives and the ministries of fellowship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Each fellowship group functions within the framework of the church, in a 
subsidiary role under the direction of the Board of Elders and Session. 
Young people often encounter difficulties in making decisions, handling 
peer pressures and dealing with relationship issues, but they can face 
these challenges with the guidance of the church leaders and 
encouragement of close friends in the Christian fellowship. 
 
Bethel B-P Church seeks to encourage the young people to participate in 
both local and foreign ministries. Every year, we would organize a 
Welcome Day which is an opportunity for the young people to invite their 
friends to hear the Gospel being preached, as well as, an outreach to the 
new students who have started attending our church. 
 
The young people are also encouraged to be involved in our church’s 
Street Evangelism, during which they would visit different suburbs to 
give out evangelistic tracts and share the Gospel whenever possible. We 
would conduct periodical evangelism workshops to equip, encourage and 
help the believers to be ready to evangelise to families, friends and even 
strangers while having the correct understanding of evangelism. 
 
The young people have displayed initiative, and have also taken up the 
challenge to plan and organize regular visits to the Kew Garden’s elderly 

Bethel City Bible Study Bethel Sports Day 
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home where the pastor would deliver the message and they would make 
bookmarks with Bible verses for the residents.   
 
One of the highlights of the church programme is the YPG camp where 
the young people would take time to immerse themselves in the study of 
God’s Word and in Christian fellowship. The aim of the YPG camp is to 
help each and every individual grow to know and love the Lord, as well as, 
to provide support and encouragement to one another.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is our earnest prayer and desire that our young people would be 
missions-minded. Our church believes that a short missions trip can 
often enlighten the minds of the people to have a better understanding 
of missions and the Mission itself. We have since organized several 
missions trips to Myanmar and Cebu (Philippines) which were truly 
beneficial for the young people for they were able to see the 
missionaries they were praying for and supporting in the missions fields, 
as well as to contribute to their work in teaching, encouragement and 
fellowship. The young people laboured in love to assist in instructing the 
little children in Bible lessons, in planning and preparing the art and 
craft sessions and teaching the little ones to sing hymns. 
 

The Challenges of the Youth Ministry 
 
Bethel’s youth ministry to international students is not without 
challenges. As the church desires to disciple these young people, and to 
nurture them in Christ, the first step generally is to recognise the 
challenges that they face.   
 
Doctrinal differences – It is common to find these overseas students 
coming from different denominations all over the world. Thus, the 
doctrinal differences can vary from one end of the spectrum to the 

YPG Camp 2016 
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other. On one hand, we want to minister to these young people but at 
the same time, we need to cautiously guard against the tide of apostasy 
and compromise creeping into our church through the introduction of 
erroneous doctrines. 
 
Adapting to a new environment – It is always the desire of the church 
to be a place where these overseas students would feel that they are in 
“a home away from home.” However, the culture, language and 
demography can be so different that some young people would face 
great obstacles in adapting to the change. 
 
Personal accountability – Being away from home, some international 
students may have difficulties in handling freedom. In their own 
countries, under the watchful guidance of their parents, the students 
might be very regular and active in church services and fellowship 
meetings. But sadly, all these may change once they are studying 
overseas because the lack of accountability would cause them to drift 
away from the church and God’s Word.  It can be hard to keep track of 
the students’ spiritual well-being due to their absence, and some parents 
would not liaise directly with the church.   
 
Academic pursuits – The extensive cost of overseas education can 
sometimes cause some of the international students to prioritize all 
their time and effort on their academic studies, even at the expense of 
spiritual programmes. Many would readily shy away from church 
programmes because of school assignments and projects.   
 
Opposing views – Most Australian secular schools have lecturers and 
professors who are opposed to Christianity and Christian values. The 
church has no control over what the students are being taught at school, 
and theories such evolution, atheism and Gnosticism can be aggressively 
advocated in colleges and universities. Once the students have been 
influenced by these philosophies, it would be extremely difficult to 
eradicate such worldly teachings from their minds. As someone rightly 
said, “What can the church, meeting for an hour once a week, and 
teaching only a fraction, do to stem the tide of a five-day programme of 
humanistic teachings?” 
 
A ministry to international students is certainly an uphill task, and 
requires the church to commit the time and resources. The labour for 
such a ministry is intense, often long and arduous, yet the promise of 
fruit-bearing in the lives of the young people is the reward. This is a 
spiritual work and much prayer support is needed. God has blessed 
Bethel B-P Church with a team of committed workers, who have given 
their lives, time and effort sacrificially in ministering to the 
international students, serving together with one heart and one mind for 
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the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
Indeed, it is a wonder that we can participate in this Great Commission 
without having to leave the shores of Australia because there is a vast 
missions field right here – half a million international students! We can 
go out there and share the Gospel with these young people and make 
them disciples of Christ while they are here, so that when they have 
completed their studies, they will bring the Gospel back to their 
homeland and make disciples of their own countrymen. We can 
accomplish the Great Commission at our very door step. How amazing!    
 
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

************************ 
 

Rev Paul Cheng is the Pastor of Bethel Bible-Presbyterian Church 
(Melbourne, Australia).  

YPG Retreat 2016 
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Testimony: 

“Youth Work in Bible-
Presbyterian Church of 
Western Australia (Perth)”   
By  Rev Joseph Poon  

Matthew 28:19-20 reminds us, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen." 
 
Students from all over Asia, and also other parts of the world, come to 
Perth to pursue their basic or higher degrees, while others come on 
exchange programs. It has been to many of such students that our Lord 
has used Bible-Presbyterian Church of Western Australia (BPCWA) to 
minister over the past 30 years. 
 
For most of these students, it is their first experience staying away 
from home and from their families. For those who grew up in a Christian 
family, it is a time whereby their childhood faith will be tested. Away 
from home, these students can either slip away unnoticed from the 
watchful eyes of parents, or through their loneliness be driven to God. 
The challenges and temptations faced by students away from home are 
numerous. Some of these struggles may be coping with the pressure of 
schoolwork, getting to know a new culture, not knowing how to cook, and 
adjusting to weather extremities. There are also tendencies for these 
students to want to be “hip” with new friends. The heady experience of 
being a university student overseas can also easily draw the young person 
into worldliness and wrong company. However, it is also possible for the 
young person, now away from family and friends, and the comforts of 
home, to turn to God, and the church and fellowship groups for the 
stability that they yearn. The aim of BPCWA is to provide such an 
environment by the grace of God. 
 
In a unique opportunity to reach out to these students, BPCWA actively 
reaches out to foreign university students studying in Perth, focusing 
primarily on those studying in Curtin University, University of Western 
Australia, and Murdoch University due to their proximity to us. Each 
year, we will register as a stall-holder to participate in the university’s 
Orientation Day. In preparation for this, a small committee will typically 
be formed by leaders of the Youth Groups to plan for the logistics. This 
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includes preparing invitation slips, banners, tracts and introduction 
activities. A team of volunteers from the church will then come on that 
day – for several hours or for the whole day – and they will talk to 
students and invite them to church. Armed with tracts, we speak to as 
many students as possible, both believers and unbelievers alike, to let 
them know about Christianity and our church. At the same time, we take 
turns in groups to pray while the outreach is going on. Each volunteer 
would then follow up with the contact they had obtained through their 
interaction with students. We then have a welcome dinner, Gospel 
meeting in church, and outdoor games for the first week to get to know 
them. The aim is to invite them for our Sunday worship services, prayer 
meetings, and fellowship meetings. Students are also invited to join us 
for our weekly screening of FEBC classes in church! 

 

 
 
Another crucial part of our outreach to these students is the transport 
ministry. In Australia, public transport is not as convenient as it is in 
Singapore, and there is also the concern of one’s safety when walking in 
public at night. To remove any hindrance that may prevent students 
from joining church activities, church worshippers are encouraged to 
sign up as drivers to provide transport to these students for our 
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activities. Every week, a schedule is drawn up, pairing drivers and 
students from various locations around Perth. For most students, this is 
truly a “door-to-door” service. Unique to BPCWA, this ministry has 
certainly played no insignificant role in helping us reach out to the 
youths. Those who have benefitted from this in turn volunteer to be 
drivers when they have a car. It entails great commitment and sacrifice 
on the part of our worshippers who often have to rush to pick up 
students after they end work, so that they can be on time for fellowship 
and prayer meetings. At the end of these meetings, they again go out of 
their way to ferry them back. Despite this, the journey often provides a 
good avenue and opportunity for the drivers to get to know the students 
better. This service in ministering to the youths is especially important, 
because para-church organisations are springing up in the universities, 
where “university churches” are prevalent. The potential tendency is for 
students to go to these university churches if they do not have 
transport. Moreover, these churches are often charismatic in nature, 
and they employ Contemporary Christian Music and worship styles that 
appeal to the popular culture of youths, and to their sinful flesh. Sadly, 
because of the convenience it offers and its carnal appeal, these 
“churches” often attract a large majority of students into their fold, 
deceiving students into believing that this is “Christian.”    
 
As such, maintaining regular contact with the students is important, 
particularly at the start of the semester when many are deciding which 
church to settle into. Personal hospitality has often also been extended 
to the students, whereby church members would invite them for meals, 
or into their homes, teaching them how to cook, helping them to get 
around Perth, or just giving them tips about how to settle down, or 
where they can purchase that familiar brand of instant noodles that 
they like back home! 
 
The key reason for all these efforts is to get students and new 
believers engaged to study God's Word as much as possible while they 
are here. Only His Word can transform their lives, and keep them. It is 
critical to build them up in the faith during their time here as a student 
to prepare them for their life and work ahead. Our prayer is that the 
youths will grow spiritually during the time that they are with us. Always 
conscious of the Great Commission to which we are called, BPCWA’s 
focus is always on both the salvation of souls, and the spiritual feeding 
of God’s Word. Unlike many of us who had the privilege to be taught in 
sound BP churches (which we often take for granted), many youths come 
from either unbelieving homes or churches where modern gospel and 
Charismatism is rife. There are, by God’s mercies, many accounts in 
which unbelieving students, having been invited to church and coming 
regularly, have had the seed of God’s Word work in their hearts. Having 
trusted in Christ, they, in turn, become fishers of men themselves – to 
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friends, and to their families. We also encourage them to join us for 
street Evangelism and in our outreaches at Nursing Care Homes.   
 
The ministry to the youths takes personal sacrifice, diligence, 
commitment, love for His sheep, concern for His Kingdom, and much 
prayer for such a work. It is missions work on our own home-ground. 
However, we are only but workers in God’s harvest field where He has 
placed us. We have no sufficiency in and of ourselves to do this spiritual 
outreach (2 Corinthians 2:16-17 “To the one we are the savour of death 
unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is 
sufficient for these things? For we are not as many, which corrupt the 
word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak 
we in Christ”). Our faithfulness – whether in reaching out, showing 
hospitality, providing transport or otherwise – is always to enable the 
sowing of His Word in the hearts of each student that comes through 
our doors. It is not a social work. Through prayer and faithful teaching 
of God’s Word, God has been pleased to use His Word to bear fruit for 
His glory. Many may leave after their period of studies, but our prayer is 
always that we have dispensed our duty to God in building them up in the 
most holy faith during the time that they have been with us – that they 
will leave with a more Christ-like testimony for His Kingdom than when 
they first joined us. We covet your prayers for us and for this ministry, 
that we would be found faithful labourers for Him to His Glory.   
     
 

************************ 
 
Rev Joseph Poon [BEng (Hons), MDiv] is the Pastor of Bible-Presbyterian 
Church of Western Australia (Perth), where he has been ministering the 
Word since 2012.  Called by the Lord in 2008 into the full-time ministry, 

he graduated from the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore) and was 
ordained in 2015.  
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Testimony: 

“Serving Among Youths”   
By  Bernard Too  

The youth ministry of the Africa Gospel Unity Church in 
Kenya was started with the purpose of reaching out to youths with God’s 
Word, in obedience to Christ’s Commission to His disciples in Mark 16:15. 
Many have been blessed by this ministry, and many have been brought to 
Christ. Besides nourishing the youths with God’s Word, the youth 
ministry also actively engages them in evangelistic outreaches, such as 
reaching out to the lost through the Vacation Bible School. The ministry 
aims at building warm Christian fellowship among the youths, and to 
provide them the opportunities to apply God’s Word in their daily lives. 
 
The youths will meet once a month, usually on the second Saturday of 
the month. During these meetings, the youths will be taught God’s Word. 
The teachers are mostly trained pastors. Not only will it be a time of 
studying God’s Word, the youths 
will also be given opportunities to 
testify of what God has done in 
their lives. Besides that, it is also a 
time of singing spiritual songs and 
hymns. Usually, every local church 
will be given the opportunity to sing 
at least one song. The lessons 
taught during the fellowship 
meetings are decided by the Area 
Youth Church Council, and each 
district will choose their speakers. 
After the lesson and the sermon, the youths will have lunch together. 
This gives them the opportunities to strengthen and encourage one 
another. The venue of the monthly meetings will be decided by the 
district youth leaders, but on most occasions, it is done in a rotary 
manner, and every church will host the meeting at least once. I 
sometimes get to minister in one of these fellowship meetings. 
 
Previously, there was only one youth camp in every area in our church. 
Youth camps are usually held in the month of December. The theme is 
decided by the Ordained Pastor’s Panel and the youth leaders will be the 
ones to choose the camp venue and the speakers. However, it was 
discovered that there was a wide range in age among the youths which 
made it quite difficult to teach them all at the same time. The younger 
youths could not understand some of the lessons because they were too 
difficult for them, while the older youths could be taught deeper things  

Lunch after fellowship meeting 
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of God. The church, therefore, 
decided to hold two youth camps 
at different times of the year. 
The junior youths, between 12 to 
24 years old, will have their camp 
held in the month of December 
while the senior youths, between 
25 to 35 years old, will have 
their camp held in August. The 
leaders in both camps are the 

Area and District officials. Their work is to oversee the welfare of the  

camp and the campers. They ensure that the camp runs well by providing 
the materials needed, and in making 
sure that the programmes are 
followed accordingly. They also 
have the power and the 
responsibility to dismiss any youth 
who acts contrarily in the camp. In 
addition, they make sure that there 
are no outsiders who try to disrupt 
the camps. This they do by keeping 
watch and they will inform the 
church leaders if any of such issues 
arise. Even though these camps are organised particularly for 

the youths, it is 
also open to 
anyone else who 
is willing to 
learn God’s 
Word with the 
youths. 
 
 
                                          

Past Speakers in Annual Youth Camps 

During Games (Youth Camp 2015)  

 

Youths presenting song at camp 

 

Song Presentation by Youth Leaders at Senior Camp 2015 
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Senior Annual Youth Camp (August 2015)  

Youth Ministry and Its Challenges 
 

The ministry to the youths in Kenya is met with various challenges, such as: 
 
(i) Tight School Programmes 
 
The school programmes in Kenya have become so tight that some youths 
are not able to attend some of the monthly meetings or even camps.  
  
(ii) Influence of Charismatism 
 
Because of the influence of Charismatism, some of the youths have tried 
to follow some of the worship styles employed by the Charismatics. It 
can be a challenge to correct the errors that they have picked up.  
 
(iii) Limited Time/Poor Time Management  
 
It can be challenging for some of the youths to stay for long because of 
the limited time they have or the lack of good time management will 
sometimes cause them to leave the fellowship meeting halfway before it 
ends so that they can have time for their studies or to do other work. 
The meeting place for some of the monthly meetings can also be far, and 
it may not be easy for all of the youths to arrive on time. 
 
(iv) Availability of Youths 
 
It is quite difficult to meet all the youths at the same time as some may 
be working when fellowship meetings are going on. These youths may end  
up not participating at all in the fellowship. 
 
Besides all these challenges, it is our prayer that we try our best to 
make sure that the youths will be nourished in the Word of God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************ 
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Testimony: 

“Serving Among Youths”  
By  Nguyen Van Hieu  

I would like to thank God for the opportunity to serve 
in my church’s youth fellowship in Vietnam.  
 
Being a good Christian model is a prerequisite in moulding youths to be 
like Christ. This is because youths often learn from how the adults 
behave in the church and they look up to their leaders. Therefore, if one 
wants to be successful in moulding youths for Christ, he must first set a 
good example. Did not the Apostle Paul also say, “Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ”? (1 Corinthians 11:1).  I thank God for 
helping me to be an example for the youths in the church to follow, 
especially in the areas of faith and charity, even as I follow Christ.  
 
In ministering to the youths, it is important to understand the youths. 
Youths need adults to understand them and listen to their struggles in 
life. As I recall how my feelings were like when I was still a youth, it 
helped me to better understand the problems the youths face in their 
adolescence. At their age, the youths would undergo many changes in 
their mental, physical and emotional development. The ability to  
understand these youths can pave a way for a hindrance-free 
conversation with them. I often actively approach the youths and try my 
best to understand them so that I can identify with their problems. I 
would also share with them my experience, which came from a close walk 
with the LORD and the study of His Word. 
 
While serving in the youth ministry, I also seek to include hands-on 
activities for the youths. This is because they are full of energy. Of 
course, our activities must be biblical and appropriate, and carried out in 
a Christian manner. I often organize outdoor and indoor games during 
youth gatherings. After the games, I will apply some teaching points. 
However, I am also wary of the danger these fun and games can pose --  
instead of directing the youths to an interest in Christ, they can 
distract them because some may come for fellowship meetings because 
of the fun only. The youths need to know that these games are only to 
supplement the teaching and preaching of God’s Word, and must never 
become the  motivation for youths to come for fellowship.  
 
Worldliness and materialistic mindsets are some of the challenges I 
meet with while serving in the Youth Ministry. Many youths, from the 
age of 14 or 16 (which is normal in Ho Chi Minh City), want to give up 
their studies so that they can go to work and earn money. Their job 
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often requires them to work on Saturday evenings and even Sundays. 
Some will choose to work rather than to go for fellowship meetings. 
Some of the youths are also influenced by contemporary Christian music, 
worldly music and dressing, bad movies, and online games.  
 
Only the Word of God can change their hearts and mould them to be like 
Christ. Having realized this, as the advisor of the Youth ministry, I told 
the youth leaders in the fellowship group to plan topical sermons to be 
preached by our Pastor at the meetings, with focus on current issues, as 
well as, have discussion sessions, and Bible Studies that can help our 
youths face these problems and to fix their lives according to the 
teachings of the Bible.  
 
Training youth leaders is an important ministry as trained leaders can 
lead the Youth Fellowship well and help the youths to grow spiritually in 
God’s Word. Recently, the Presbyterian Youth Leaders Conference was 
held in Vietnam. Each church would send three youth leaders to attend 
the camp. There were about 140 youth leaders who came from the 
Presbyterian churches in our denomination. There were seven messages 
preached (one was by me), and they focused on equipping youth leaders 
to lead fellowship group members in the biblical way, and also helping 
them grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
addition, there were games and activities such as drama, singing, and a 
camp-fire which were related to the camp theme—“Press On.”   
 
By God’s grace, there were some youth leaders who knelt down to 
surrender their lives to Christ and enter into the full-time ministry. The 
Holy Spirit was moving and filling their hearts to obey God’s call. As a 
committee member, I thank God for using me to be a Christian model and 
trainer. I thank God for the opportunity to work with the youths. May 
God help me to exercise my spiritual gifts for the edification of the 
youths. I also thank God for the unity among committee members which 
was also a lesson for our youth leaders to follow. 

 
************************ 

Youth Camp 2016  



29 

 

Testimony: 

“Serving Among Youths”   
By  Lukas tram 

I want to thank God for giving me this opportunity to 
share my testimony regarding the ministry of serving 
among youths in my church. Joining the Youth Fellowship 
or becoming a member of it is not difficult. It is not difficult to register 
as a member, attend every meeting, pray for one another, take part in 
the chairing duties, or share God’s Word with others. But to be the 
President of the Youth Fellowship is something different, since others 
would look at me as a leader of God’s sheep. This ministry brings me to 
another level of “seriousness” in my Christian life. To be put in this 
position and to be given such a responsibility by the pastor caused me to 
go through a process of being moulded to be what God wants me to be. 
It is not easy! Through the experience and challenges that I face, I 
begin to learn that God is there and He is always there to help me.  
 
I have not heard any full-time worker or God’s servant say that it is easy 
serving God in the ministry. Instead, I was told that it involves hard 
work and it can be exhausting. Jesus had also warned His disciples about 
the hardship that they will face in the ministry as they serve Him (cf. 
Matthew 10:16-25, John 16:1-4). I could not fully understand this until I 
experienced the hardship of the ministry myself. I began serving among 
the youths in the year 2014. I thought it would be easy when I was first 
given the responsibility. After all, it was not the adults whom I would be 
ministering to, but the young ones. Not a single thought had come into 
my mind about the many difficulties that would come ahead of me in this 
ministry. When the journey started, within a month, I already felt like 
giving up. I even complained to God in my prayer. Why should I face this 
problem? The youths were not getting along well with one another. 
Others were so worldly, and they even used foul language publicly. The 
worst was when I caught a few of them having bad images and videos in 
their phones. What should I do? Not that there was no deacon, elder, 
pastor or mature Christians to help me, but the church did not have 
someone who was assigned to a role like this.  
 
Nevertheless, God is good. He gave me the patience and wisdom that I 
needed to handle this problem, as well as, the strength to endure. I had 
to learn how I could make the Youth Fellowship better, and how I could 
strengthen the bond among the youths. I tried to build good relationship 
among the youths through fun activities because I saw that it was 
needful to have unity among them. Not only would this improve their 
relationships, it would also make my work easier when the youths can 
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help one another. Within a few months, I saw that the youths were 
changing. I was very happy to see that there was a change in them for 
the better. Although it is not much, I can still see a difference. 
However, what I was doing was not pleasing to my God even though it 
may seem good to the world. There was no biblical basis for what I tried 
to do. The Fellowship meetings were just about fun activities. When I 
thought all was well, there were problems of ungodly boy-girl 
relationships that bring about feelings of hurt and broken friendships. 
This was dangerous for the Church. I would be held responsible if 
anything bad were to happen. Again, I looked to God in prayer for help. 
When I reflected on this problem, I realised where I had gone wrong, 
but I did not know how to fix it. All I could do was to just pray and ask 
God for help. 
 
A few weeks later, I heard a sermon and the preacher preached of how 
I should go to the Bible as my foundation in leading the youths, not using 
my own wisdom but God’s. I struggled with how I should live for Christ, 
that I may be a good example to others and to live this life rightly. I 
also looked for ways to equip myself with Bible knowledge. I conducted a 
Basic Bible Knowledge class with the youths and encouraged them to 
pray. From that time, I began to see God’s Hand working among the 
youths, and they were able to get rid of their old sinful habits one by 
one.  
 
One day, during my quiet time, God reminded me of the youths and how I 
had to lead them in His way. Although I conducted Bible studies with 
them, it was not that deep and strong. This was then that God showed 
me His plan for my life. I left my studies in the university and enrolled in 
the Far Eastern Bible College as a full-time student to better equip 
myself in the knowledge of God’s Word. At the same time, a preacher 
who had just finished his studies in a theological school came to serve in 
my church, and he took care of the youth ministry. Every time I return 
home during the school vacation, I will continue to conduct Basic Bible 
Knowledge class with the younger youths. God is good. He knows I need 
to be a better servant for Him. I thank God for providing me a good 
school where I can study His Word, so that I can return to feed the 
youths spiritually.  
 
Throughout my time of serving among the youths, I learnt that I needed 
to lean on God’s wisdom and strength, and to follow His way and not mine. 
“My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 
ways.” (Proverbs 23:26) 
 
 

************************ 
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Testimony: 

“Youth Work in True Gospel BPC 
(Kampot, Cambodia)” By  Pr Chan Sopheak  

The youth ministry in True Gospel BPC ministers to youths who are 
members of the church. However, we also welcome other youths who 
want to know more about the Lord Jesus Christ. This ministry serves as 
a place where youths can come together for fellowship and help one 
another to grow in the faith, and serve the Lord together. The most 
important part of this ministry is the study of God’s Word every 
Saturday evening. The program will start at 5pm and end at 6:30pm.  
 
The objectives of True Gospel Youth 
Ministry are: (1) to lead the youths to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
personal Lord and Saviour and to have a 
close relationship with Him; (2) to lead 
youths to be faithful to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and also to witness for Him 
wherever they go; and lastly, (3) to lead 
youths to join the ministries of True 
Gospel Bible Presbyterian Church. 
 
Through the youth ministry, we want to help youths to better 
understand how they ought to worship God in spirit and in truth (cf. 
John 4:24). Secondly, we want them to grow in the knowledge of the 
Word of God through the preaching and teaching of God’s Word. 
Thirdly, we want to help them to apply God’s Word in their daily lives, 
and to spend time with God in their personal devotion. 
 

Moulding Youths for Christ 
 

True Gospel BPC seeks to mould youths for Christ by teaching them 
God's Word and training them in God's 
service, and also by helping them to 
spend time with God in prayers. It is 
not an easy task but we do so with 
God’s help. For our meetings this year, 
we are doing a book study on 1 Timothy. 
We hope that our youths will learn to 
serve God in the areas where God 
wants them to serve, and to also have a 
desire to serve Him in the full-time 
ministry.  

Youths at Prayer Meeting 

 

 

Leading in VBS Craft 
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However, we also face problems while teaching and training the youths in 
God’s way. Because of their Buddhist background and the persecutions 
they face from their parents, we have to ask God for help and also try 
to encourage them to be strong in the faith. It takes time to mould 
youths for Christ. Recently, there was a youth from our church who was 
planning to marry. Her mother did not want her to have a Christian 
wedding, but a Buddhist wedding. It was a very difficult situation. It 
took me some time to explain to her mother and her relatives about the 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. At the same time, we also have to explain 
to our youths about the consequences of not obeying the Lord’s 
command. We prayed with the couple who were going to get married, and 
we also encouraged them to pray more during this difficult period. We 
thank God for answering our prayers. One day, my wife and I visited the 
girl’s mother and tried to explain to her again, and at the end of our 
meeting, she agreed to let her daughter have a Christian wedding. The 
next day, we visited the boy’s parents, and did the same thing and they 
also agreed to their son having the Christian wedding. Thus, we thank 
God for answering our prayers. As a youth leader, it is important for one 
to understand the needs of the youths, and to know how to help them 
when they face problems in life. This is one of the ways True Gospel 
youth ministry tries to mould our youths for the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
midst of persecutions from their Buddhist family. 
 
After the message and prayer, we also have group discussions based on 
the message during our youth meetings, and memory verse for the week. 
The youth ministry also organizes outings for the youths. All these 
activities are planned by the leader. 
 
True Gospel Youth Ministry tries to mould youths for the Lord Jesus 
Christ by teaching them God’s Word, encouraging them to trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to spend time in prayer. She also tries to help 
them in their needs. 

 
************************ 

Serving God in the Choir 
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Testimonies from True Gospel Youths 

 
 
Seng Srey Leak 

 
“Before I heard the Gospel and accepted Christ, I 
was a disobedient girl to my mother and brothers. I 
used to go out with my friends and did not care 
about my studies and work at home. I always lied to 
my mother and brothers.  
 
I accepted Christ as my personal Lord and Saviour 
through Pr Sopheak and his wife who shared the 
Gospel to me. They encouraged me to come to 
church every Sunday and to attend the youth meetings every Saturday. 
God’s Word has transformed my life. I am born again, and my old life has 
passed away.  
 
The youth ministry has blessed me so much. I have learnt many good 
lessons from this ministry. Moreover, God’s Word is preached faithfully 
every Saturday. God has used this ministry to build up my faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I promise that I will continue to walk faithfully with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank God and God bless.” 

 
Srey Pich 
 
“Thank God for saving me from hell into heaven. I 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ about 6 years ago. 
Since the time I believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, I 
have learnt many precious lessons about Christian 
living. Although I am weak in my faith sometimes, I am 
blessed by the youth ministry. I believe this youth 
ministry is very important because it can help to build 
up the faith of the youths in the church. I can testify 
of that. I pray that the Lord will continue to use this ministry to bless 
many more youths. God bless!” 

 
Tith 
 
“I thank God for saving my soul from hell. Although I 
just accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal 
Lord and Saviour, my life has changed completely. 
Before I became a Christian, I liked to go out with 
friends and drink beer or wine. Moreover, I was 
gambling most of the time. However, after I believed 
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in the Lord Jesus Christ and after attending the youth meetings every 
Saturday, I stopped doing all those things. God’s Word has changed my 
life and has blessed me so much. Thank God also for the youth ministry 
that has strengthened my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank God and 
God bless.”  
 
Chheun Yut 
 
“I became a Christian in the year 2013 after I finished 
my high school studies. Teacher Thavy shared the 
Gospel with me. At that time, I had a strong desire to 
know Christ. I thank God for the Bible School ministry 
and the youth ministry that have blessed me so much. I 
have learnt a lot through these ministries where God’s 
Word has been faithfully preached. I began to know 
God more and more through the teachings of His 
Word.  
 
God’s Word has changed my life. I thank God for saving my soul. At the 
end of 2015, I was involved in a motorbike accident, I believe that God 
has preserved my life in this serious accident. God has preserved my life 
for a purpose so that I can serve Him in the ministry. Please pray for my 
studies in the Bible School. In the future, I want to serve Him full-time. 
Thank you so much and God bless.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

************************ 
 

True Gospel Youths 2016 
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Testimony: 

“Youth Work in True Faith BPC 
(Kampot, Cambodia)”  By  Pr Liv Rotha  

I would like to thank God for the youth work He has entrusted us to do 
in True Faith B-P Church. Through the youth ministry, we are able to 
reach out to the youths more effectively with the Gospel. Furthermore, 
I can teach them deeper in the Word of God. In ministering to these 
youths, I have set aside time each week to have regular Bible Studies 
with them. I started with the Basic Bible Knowledge (BBK) class with 
them, because I wanted to lay the foundation of the Christian faith in 
their hearts. There will also be a quiz after each lesson, to help me know 
how much they have learnt. As the Word of God is taught to them, the 
youths are able to have a clearer understanding of the saving grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Besides having Bible Studies with the youths, we also organize youth 
outings so that we can have fellowship with them. These outings also help 
to foster closer fellowship among the youths. We also try to keep in 
touch with them outside the church. Despite this, we face difficulties in 
gathering the youths together for Bible Studies and fellowship now 
because some of our youths have left Kampot for their further studies. 
Please pray that the ministry to the youths can continue to grow stronger.     

Serving in the Vacation Bible School 2016 

Youth Seminar 2016 Song Presentation with the Adults 
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Liv Seang Yi’s Testimony 

 
I would like to share how the study of God’s Word in 
True Faith Youth Ministry makes me stronger in my 
faith, and helps me to resist temptations.  
 
I was invited by one of my friends to attend a 
fellowship meeting that was led by a charismatic group 
in November 2011. I attended the meeting not because 
of God, but because of the people. However, something 
later made me wonder about the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
In the middle of the year 2012, my cousin Seang Pisey brought me to 
True Faith B-P Church where I was taught by Pr Rotha. I spent my spare 
time learning God’s Word with him. I had the opportunity to read the 
Bible, study God’s Word, and pray with the rest of the church members. 
I have experienced a lot of pressure from my family who are unbelievers 
because they did not want me to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. Because 
of this, it was difficult for me to go to church to worship God on the 
Lord's Day. But I did not give up. I kept praying to the Lord to help me 
overcome all these problems. Even though I could not attend church 
service regularly, I still believe that God will make a way for me. 
 
In 2015, I had to move to Phnom Penh for my further studies. Life in 
Phnom Penh was tough because I had to stay with an unbeliever. I also 
needed to trust God to keep me safe in my travelling, to help me with my 
studies and expenses, and to get a job. I thank God for providing for all 
my needs.  
 
Truly, temptations are around me all the time, but Psalm 37:5 reminds 
me to “commit [my] way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass.” This verse always helps me to persevere, and to resist 
temptations. It encouraged me to go through all the difficulties that I 
would face, knowing that God is able to keep me strong in Him.  
 
Right now in Phnom Penh, I cannot find a good and sound church where I 
can worship God. This is because many churches do not like to walk in 
God's way, and they do things against God’s Word. Despite this, I thank 
God that I have been taught God’s Word in True Faith B-P Church, and I 
have the Word of God in my hands so that I can read His Word. 
 
I believe that God will continue to help and guide me to walk in His 
righteous way, and make me a good servant in the future. 

 
************************ 
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Testimony: 

“Youth Work in Lively Hope BPC 
(Sihanoukville, Cambodia)”   
By Pr  John Saray  

The youth ministry of Lively Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church is as small 
as the size of the church congregation. However, we are committed to 
teaching the youths God’s Word with every opportunity and strength the 
Lord gives to us, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.” (Matthew 28:20, emphasis in bold added). To minister to the 
youths is as challenging as raising children at home. The Apostle Paul’s 
words in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 must be put into practice time and again, “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” (Emphasis in bold added). The following is what we have been 
doing to mould our youths for Christ after they have joined our 
fellowship and our church.  
 
We will always begin our youth meetings in the name of Jesus our Lord 
and Saviour. The acronym J.O.Y (Jesus, Others, and You) has been 
repeatedly emphasized in our ministry to the youths. We want our 
youths to acknowledge Jesus first and foremost in their life, and they 
have to begin with the Bible. The study of the Holy Scripture and its 
truth cannot be replaced by any other activities such as games and 
singing of songs even though they can help to create a lively meeting 
time. God’s Word is to be faithfully taught, and brought across to the 
youths in a simple manner that even the young mind in Christ can 
understand. The Good News is always emphasized so that these youths 
can be sure of their faith. It is also given to minister to the unsaved who 
sometimes come along with their friends to attend these meetings. 
Lessons are systematically planned and based on Bible stories. Helping 
them to apply the truth in real life situations is necessary, and it is a 
real need since the converts will experience many struggles and 
difficulties living in this land where Buddhism dominates.  
 
When the truth is being taught, obedience to God’s Word is required, 
which is a challenge to both the young and old believers alike. The letter 
O of the acronym J.O.Y represents “Others” and is our emphasis in 
teaching and preaching. Sinful man is selfish by nature, but being born-
again, both youths and adults have to learn to put others first (cf. 
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Philippians 2:1-4). They do not only need the knowledge of God, they also 
have to know how to live it out in their daily life “But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves… for as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 
1:22, 2:26). Every spiritual leader should not neglect their human 
responsibility to provide spiritual guidance to the youths God has placed 
in their care while acknowledging the sovereignty of God. This is because 
many of these young souls are often ignorant and unable to apply the 
truth in their life. We are to help them to put others first in all that 
they speak and do. If they willingly do so, they will think about bringing 
others to Christ too. One example is Sis Sophy who has recently brought 
a few of her school friends to our church, and we hope others will do 
likewise.  
 
The letter “Y” of J.O.Y represents “You” and is of no lesser emphasis. As 

a matter of fact, young people do not like us 
telling them what to do or say. However, we have 
to do it despite their unhappiness. Christians are 
to live a life of testimony to others, and to be a 
testimony to others, they have to live a holy life 
(cf. James 1:26-27, 1 Peter 1:15-16). They need 
to know that only a clean vessel can be useful for 
God (2 Timothy 2:20-23). They need to know 
that they are saved to serve God and one 
another. They are saved to make Jesus known by 
their life, through the testimony they bear on 
earth (Philippians 1:27). It is quite challenging, 
yet on our part we must constantly teach our 
youths as often as we have the opportunity to do 
so, and leave the rest to God and His sanctifying work.  

 
Having shared what we have been doing among our youths, it does not 
mean that there are no difficulties. Most of the youths here, for 
instance, are under parental pressures as they are still under the care of 

 

Leading in Verse 
Memorization 

Serving God in Vacation Bible School 2016 
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their non-Christian families. Their spiritual 
growth is tardy compared to those who are from 
Christian homes. Any activities that are far 
from home are not favored as far as the Khmer 
culture is concerned. As the country is 
developing, the temptations are also many. Some 
would be drawn away from church by the 
glitters of the world. Some have gone after the 
ways of contemporary worship, because of the 
influence of the Charismatic movement. The 
church then needs to always pray for the young 
people, and ask God for wisdom to keep them in 
His way, and help them in their spiritual walk. As 
workers of God’s vineyard, we need to pray for 
one another, that God will grant us His grace and strength. We also need 
to pray for spiritual guidance from the Word of God so that the youths 
can bear much fruit for Christ our Lord.  

 
 

************************ 
 

Testimonies from Lively Hope BPC Youths 
 
Koa Sinath 
 
“I have been attending Lively Hope Bible-
Presbyterian Church for five years. I was very glad 
when I came to know Jesus. Now I know the Lord 
Jesus much better than when I first came to 
church and to the evening English class. In the past, 
I used to tell lies, and it is the greatest temptation 
I ever had. Now with God’s help, I do not commit 
this sin as often as I did last time. I hate this sin and I want others and 
myself to speak the truth. I will always follow God, and tell my neighbors 
and friends about Jesus. I like to tell them that He is God the Creator 
and the only Savior so that they can go to heaven together with me.”   
 
Sreng Sophy 
 
“I am a student at Hun Sen Mittapheap High 
School. I came to Lively Hope B-P Church about six 
years ago. That was when I started reading the 
Bible, praying, and listening to God’s Word. The 
Word of God is very important to me. I believed it 
was His Word that changed my heart. I have 
believed in God and in the Lord Jesus to be the 

 

 

Obeying God in Baptism 
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living and true God who had done great things to save all people from 
sins. 
 
Just a testimony, one day, after I believed in God, my friends asked me 
to go out with them at night, but I said “no” because I knew it was not 
good for us. I told them about Jesus instead, but they did not believe 
what I shared with them. However, I will still try to testify to them 
what I have been learning from the Bible. I hope my friends will believe 
the Word of God that tells us Jesus Christ is the only living and true 
God who saves all of us from our sins.”     
 
Kiev Chantha 
 
“I am a student from Hun Sen Mittapheap High 
School. I started coming to learn English at Lively 
Hope B-P Church four years ago. I then accepted 
Jesus as my personal Lord and Saviour after 
attending church for one and a half years. I have 
been taught from the Bible many things that I have 
not been taught before, such as the sins of telling 
lies and cheating others, and His Word has led me 
to salvation in Christ. God’s Word is very important 
to my life. After I believed in Jesus, my friend who is very good at 
lying and who is also very proud asked me to help her lie to another 
friend. I said “no” to her and told her that it is a sin according to what 
I had learnt from the Bible. She was not happy, but I wanted to 
practice the truth as a Christian. That was how God’s Word helped me 
when I faced temptations and sins.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

************************ 
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I thank God for how He has placed me in a Christian home such that I 
can learn from God’s Word at a very young age and be saved in my early 
years. Although I cannot recall the exact time I was saved, I thank God 
for how He has given me the assurance of salvation, even through 
communion with Him, answered prayers, etc.  
 
My first thoughts about full-time ministry came when I was in 
Secondary 2 when I read of Paul’s call in Acts 9:6. I wondered what the 
Lord wanted me to do with the life that He has given me. But it was only 
more recently that I felt the call of God strongest. Thank God that in 
May 2015 I was able to join the FEBC Reformation Pilgrimage to the UK. 
When we were there, we went to the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London 
on one of the Sundays and Dr Peter Masters, the speaker, said, “You 
passed your 'O' levels, and 'A' levels, and if this is the way you are 
going, you will pass your degree, and your post-graduate degree, and PhD 
even.” This gripped my heart and I realized that the pursuit of all these 
things is vanity! (Ecclesiastes 1:2-3). 
 
Immediately when I got back home after the trip, on the 26th of May, I 
desired to talk to my parents about my struggle with whether or not it 
was God’s will for me to serve Him full-time, but I was very much afraid 
to do so. I decided to do my quiet-time first to commit all these fears 
and struggles to the Lord before speaking to them. My QT reading was 
from 2 Chronicles 20:15-16: “And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the 
Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's. To morrow go ye down 
against them…” 
 
I found much courage and comfort from these verses. I knew that what 
I was going to say to my parents would not be my words but what the 
Lord wanted me to say. So with this, I went to my parents and told them 
that I did not want to study Medicine anymore and was considering going 
into the full-time ministry. However, as I was not fully sure yet, my 
parents advised me to think it through carefully. After our talk, I was 
quite discouraged and found no one else to turn to but the Lord. I 
immediately did the next day’s reading that same night for my devotion 
and it was on Isaiah 6:8-9a: “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 

Testimony: 

“My Call to Salvation and 
to full-time ministry”   
By  David Chew  
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Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send 
me. And he said, Go, and tell this people.” 
 
This is a verse that is familiar to me, but this time, the part that really 
spoke to me was verse 9 where God said, “Go.” I felt so sinful, weak, and 
unworthy to serve the King of kings and Lord of lords. I was afraid of 
the struggles I would have to face, and feared becoming a hindrance in 
the ministry. I committed all these things to God in prayer and the Lord 
calmed my fears when I continued on with the following day’s reading 
which was on 1 Chronicles 28:20: “And David said to Solomon his son, Be 
strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the 
Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the 
house of the Lord.” 
 
God felt so real in my life. The Lord silenced my fears and doubts. I felt 
as if a burden had been lifted. The Lord Himself promises that He will 
be with me, why do I still fear? This verse was also a reminder that I 
had to “do it.” I thanked God for even choosing me for such a high 
calling. 
 
However, after a while, I thought that maybe God has called me but it is 
not time yet. Perhaps I should enter university first. But the Lord had 
other plans. The final confirmation came on the 16th of January when Pr 
Andrew Koh spoke during our Truth YF Camp Echo on Haggai 1. Haggai 
1:2 reads: “Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The 
time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built.” 
 

The temple of the Lord was lying in ruins and the people were building 
their own houses! Their excuse was “the time is not come.” I felt as if 
the Word of God had struck me in my face for I gave the exact same 
excuse. I knew then that I cannot delay anymore but have to obey God 
at once and serve Him. I would have no peace going to university for I 
know that it is not the Lord’s will for me. 
 

************************ 
   

Truth Missions Society is fully supporting David’s BTh course in FEBC. 
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It is good to be home after five days in Cambodia. For the first time, I 
met with an accident on a Cambodia missions trip. It happened soon after 
we (Pr Sopheak, brother Yut and I) left Phnom Penh International Airport. 
Pr Sopheak was the driver and the morning traffic was rather heavy. 
There were a few roadblocks and the traffic policemen were busy stopping 

the heavy vehicles to check if they had valid road 
tax discs. At one of the roadblocks, the vehicle in 
front of us suddenly stopped and Pr Sopheak could 
not brake in time to avoid colliding into it. The 
damage could have been worse, but God spared us. 
The car bonnet had caved in on the right side and 
the front lamp was completely smashed. But thank 
God the car engine was not affected. The vehicle in 
front had minimal damage. After a private 
settlement, we continued our journey. All eyes were 
on our car because of the damage, and we became 
the “star” on the road! Thank God we managed to 
arrive in Kampot safely, and the damaged car was 
sent immediately to the car workshop. 

 
The weather was very hot and humid at this time in 
Cambodia. Upon arrival in Kampot, I was informed 
that some were having fever. In the same evening, 
Hannah (Pr Sopheak’s younger daughter) was 
rushed to hospital as her temperature rose to 40 
degrees Celcius! Others who were also having fever 
were not as serious. Pr Sopheak also started to feel 
feverish and had diarrhea. We prayed for God's 
healing of the sick. Thank God for answered 
prayers! Hannah was discharged the following day 
and the rest recovered well.  
 
On Sunday, I spoke at the worship services of True Faith and True Gospel 
BPCs, one after the other. The Lord’s Supper was also administered. Two 
students from the Bible School, Leak and Vannjeat, were graduating that 
evening. Attending this Graduation Service was the first objective of my 
visit. I encouraged the brethren from 2 Timothy 2:15 to keep studying 
God's Word, no matter where the Lord puts them, so that they will always 
be found approved unto God. Many attended the Graduation Service to 
show their support for the two graduates.  

Missions Trip Report: 
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Hannah (1st row, right) 
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The second objective of my trip was to conduct a five-hour course on 
“Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP).” There was also an exam at the end in 
which the students did well. Please continue to pray for the Bible school. 
There will only be three students next semester. May God be pleased to 
send more to come and study His Word in order to be more equipped to 
serve Him in the ministry. We thank God for the fervent spirit of the 
preachers to continue to teach the Word of God while taking care of their 
own churches. May God grant them wise time management and the 
strength and wisdom they need to be faithful in all their spiritual duties 
and responsibilities. Amen.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************ 

 

Leak and Vannjeat receiving their certificate 

Students taking exam  
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Thank God for journey mercies as Karen and I left for Cambodia on an 
early morning flight on 3 September. The purpose of our trip was to 
assist the four preachers in the Vacation Bible Schools (VBSes) of True 
Gospel (5-6 Sep), True Faith (7-8 Sep) and Lively Hope (9-10 Sep).  
  
Pr Thaven and his fiancée (Sok Mey) were at the airport to meet us. We 
had good fellowship as we waited for the transport to take us to Kampot. 

There was a delay of one-and-a-
half hours and thus we arrived at 
True Gospel at about 2 pm.  
 
One of the first things we did on 
arrival at each church was to have 
a VBS briefing with their leaders. 
They would brief us on what they 
had planned for their VBS and we 
would see how we could be of help 
to them.  
 

After our VBS briefing with the True Gospel leaders, we checked into a 
guest house, where we stayed till Thursday. (In Sihanoukville, we stayed 
in the guest room of Lively Hope BPC.) 
  
As True Gospel BPC’s prayer meeting was at 5 pm, we were able to join 
them to pray for their church and for 
their upcoming VBS. After prayer, Sis 
Thavy met with the VBS helpers for a 
quick update of the recent changes in 
the VBS craft. This year there were 
fewer True Gospel helpers. But they 
made up for it with their enthusiasm. 
(The same was true at True Faith 
BPC.)  
  
For our past September missions 
trips, we came in big teams and so 
we would eat out, inviting the preachers and their families to join us. 
Since there were just two of us this year, we joined the preacher and 
his family for fellowship over home-cooked meals lovingly prepared by 
the preacher’s wife at each church. 
 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 3 to 11 Sept 2016”   
By  Ng Boon Choo 

Lunch with Pr Thaven & Sis Sok Mey at 
True Gospel BPC 

 

Update on craft with VBS helpers 
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The schedule of this trip was rather tight. During pockets of free time, 
Karen took short video clips of the preachers and their families. The 
compilation of these video clips were shown in Truth BPC as part of our 
overseas missions presentation during the Missions Fortnight. 
  
We spent two Lord’s Days in Cambodia. Our first Lord’s Day was in True 
Gospel BPC while we 
worshipped at Lively Hope BPC 
the second Lord’s Day. On the 
invitation of the two churches, 
Karen taught in their Junior 
Sunday Schools. Then we 
attended their worship 
services. Thank God we could 
worship together. After True 
Gospel worship service, we had 
the opportunity to fellowship 

with a lady worshipper and her granddaughter. 
God willing, this relatively new worshipper will 
transfer her membership to 
True Gospel BPC at the end 
of this year. While at Lively 
Hope BPC, we were very 
happy to fellowship with 
Uncle Matthew again. He 
was in Singapore seeking 
treatment for his failing 
eyesight. Although his sight 
did not improve, he 

faithfully attends church each week, rain or shine.  
 
Thank God for how He graciously led the leaders and helpers of the 
three churches in their preparation for the VBSes the past one month. 
This year both True Gospel and True Faith BPCs adopted the same VBS 

theme: “You must be 
born again.” They also 
shared similar 
timetables, games 
and crafts. Lively 
Hope touched on the 
theme “Strong in the 
Lord.” The key parts 
of the program, like 
the VBS games, 
craft, and skits (only 
by True Faith), were 

True Gospel Junior Sunday School 

 

 

 

Pr Thaven teaching the older children at True Gospel BPC 

 



47 

 

led by the preachers, the preachers’ wives or their local helpers. Karen 
and I were glad that 
we could be of some 
help to the preachers 
in their VBS 
preparation. The 
Lord also helped us 
to teach a lesson at 
each VBS. At the end 
of each day, we 
joined the preachers 
and their helpers in 
their evaluation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord is very merciful and gracious to answer our prayers in granting 
us good weather for most part of the True Gospel VBS, and He held back 
the heavy rain long enough for the children to make their way to church 
to attend the VBS. All in all, more than 150 children attended the three 
VBSes. Please pray for the children’s salvation and also for the 
Cambodian preachers. 

 

************************ 

Sis Lydia teaching the younger children at Lively Hope BPC 
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