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Foreword 

This issue is entitled “God’s Word for Missions – Reaching Children for 
God.” It is important that we teach children God’s Word from young. 
There are many ways to reach out to children with God’s Word. We can 
teach them God’s Word through songs, crafts, games and messages. 
However, we must make sure they are based on God’s Word. If they are 
not Bible-based, children will be led astray. Surely we want our children 
to know Jesus as their personal Lord and Saviour, and we want to 
protect them from worldly influence, and build them up in their faith and 
character. However, this would not be possible without the Word of God. 
 
Our Lord Jesus says, “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).  We 
are to lead children to come to Jesus, in obedience to His Word. But 
what are we to teach them when they do come? Are we going to use 
human philosophy to teach them our good ideas, or good morals so that 
they would grow up to be a good person? No, it must be the Word of God 
that can save them, and change them inside-out.  
 
Children, like all fallen man, are born in sin. They are blind to God and 
also to their own spiritual condition. Without Christ, they will face God’s 
wrath and judgment, and will eventually perish in the Lake of Fire. The 
knowledge that the world offers will not save them from their sins. They 
need the Word of God to know who their Saviour is, and how they can 
turn to Him for salvation.  
 
All Christian parents and teachers are to be equipped with God’s Word in 
order to be effective in their teaching to the children. There is no other 
way. There is also no short cut to it. 2 Timothy 2:15 exhorts each one of 
us to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
 
Besides the articles on the importance of God’s Word to be taught to 
children in missions, we also have the testimony of Bro Van Hieu (of his 
call to further his studies in the Far Eastern Bible College), as well as, 
missions trips reports on Kenya and Cambodia for your reading. May all 
these articles edify your heart and bring encouragement to you. May 
God help us. Amen.  
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev Dennis Kwok 
Chairman 
Truth Missions Society (TMS) 
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Article:       

“Feed My Lambs!” By  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew  

Lambs are baby sheep. They are helpless like human babies. It is an apt 
description used by our Lord Jesus Christ to describe little children 
when He restored the Apostle Peter back to service (cf. John 21:15).  
 
The mind and character of a child is like soft pliable clay, which is 
extremely mouldable. If it is moulded in the shape of carnality, he will 
probably grow up to be a carnal adult. He will love 
the world. He will not care what is ethical or 
morally righteous because he has been taught from 
a young age to do what is right in his own eyes in 
order to get what his heart desires. However, if 
he is brought up in the fear and admonition of God, 
he will become God-fearing, and do what is morally 
right according to what has been taught to him 
from the Scriptures, and he will live a life that is 
pleasing to God. Training a child is so important to 
God that Jesus had to warn everyone who teaches 
children that the penalty for leading them astray 
is severe. Matthew 18:3-6, "And said, Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea." [Emphasis 
added] The younger the child is to be taught the Word of God, the 
easier it is for this child to come to know Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That salvation is of the LORD is not denied. However, God has made it 
very clear to all believers that it is their God-given responsibility to 
teach young children in the way of Truth and not to stumble them by 
teaching them lies. God will hold every adult, including parents, 
accountable if they stumble children and cause them to end up in hell. 

The younger the child is to be taught 
the Word of God, the easier it is for 

the child to come to know Christ.  

 

“The mind and 
character of a child 
is like soft pliable 
clay, which is ex-
tremely mouldable.” 



3 

 

Why did Christ enforce such a strong warning? It is said that human 
babies are the most helpless of all babies in God's creation. They depend 
on the adults who look after them to feed them properly with physical 
and spiritual food. They will eat whatever is put into their mouths. They 
cannot discern and fend for themselves at all. If they do wrong and are 
not told that it is wrong, they will continue to do the same wrong when 
they grow up. They will pay the price as an adult and might even end up in 
prison. However, if they are taught rightly with the Word of God, God 
gives us the assurance that they will not depart from the Word of God 
when they are grown up. Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 
 
Those who distort the doctrine of election think that they can be 
absolved from all responsibilities, and claim that "if God wants to save a 
sinner, it does not matter how that sinner grows up, he will be saved 
anyway!" Such delusional reasoning will not be acceptable by God on the 
day of judgement. Those who distort the blessed doctrine of election 
will be judged by God for their evil and wicked deeds of stumbling the 
little ones. They will answer to Christ for stumbling them. Yes, God will 
save all whom He has elected but He also warns that anyone who 
stumbles the little lambs will be thrown into the sea with a millstone 
around their stubborn necks.  
 
Feeding young children is an instruction given by Christ to Christians 
only. Only Christians are able to feed them with God's Truth. Therefore, 
the stern warning is to all who profess to be Christians. All Bible 
teachers from the Sunday Schools to the seminaries and Bible Colleges 
are included in this warning.  
 
The little ones (called God's lambs) are given to Christians by God to 
teach them properly. Christian parents are not the only recipients of 
this command. Know that God gave this command 
to the Apostle Peter which implies that it is to 
all who teach the Bible in one way or another, 
including all who call themselves Christians. 
Feeding implies teaching the Bible accurately. 
Children will eat the food that is fed to them. 
Teaching is one form of feeding. One who 
teaches the Word of God must, therefore, 
ensure that he studies the Bible properly and 
carefully so that he teaches the Word of God 
correctly, and to the best of his ability. He must 
be conscientious and he must study hard to 
ensure that he does not feed poison to the little 
children of God.  
 

Teach God’s Word  

accurately, and to the 

best of our ability! 
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Feeding the lambs of God is more than just teaching with the mouth. 
More important than teaching with the mouth is to teach the little ones 
with our lives! Parents who teach God's Word to their children but sin 
without repentance are teaching them that hypocrisy is acceptable to 
God. They do more damage to their own children's souls than they would 
like to admit. But the reality still stares them in the face that they are 
the main culprits for their own children's death and ending up in hell! 
Their children might be successful professionals and might even 
contribute much to society by alleviating poverty in their neighbourhood; 
but have they forgotten that they are sinners on their way to hell and 
that these "good" works will fall short of God's standard? “Teachers 
who sin teach sin” is a good dictum that all believers ought to remember 
well.  

 
 

 

 

Feeding God's lambs at a young and tender age is the best time to lead 
them to the Saviour. They will believe everything 
that is taught to them. Isn’t Jesus Christ a 
wonderful Saviour? If young children will drink in 
all that is taught to them regarding Mathematics, 
English, Science and all sorts of arts, why will they 
not believe all that is taught to them about the 
wonderful Saviour Jesus Christ? Feed the lambs of God with your life 
and with God's Word! They have been brought into your life for a time 
such as this . . . to lead them to the Saviour Jesus Christ! Amen.  

 
************************ 

“Feed my 

Lambs” (John 21:15c) 

Feeding God’s 
Lambs with our 
life and with 
God’s Word! 
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Why Reach Children? 

The children’s ministry is an important one. Jesus placed a high value on 
children as seen in Matthew 18:1-14. Jesus had called a little child and 
set him in the midst of them when His disciples asked who was the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Mark 9:36 shows that the child was 
very little. Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 18:3). It showed that adults had to depend humbly 
upon God, like little children, to enter God’s kingdom. “And whoso shall 
receive one such little child in my name receiveth me” (Matthew 18:5) 
showed the importance of children. Children can also believe in God as 
seen in verse 6, “… these little ones which believe in me.”   Jesus gave a 
warning against taking the children lightly, “Take heed that ye despise 
not one of these little ones... in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10). Christ also 
taught the importance of one child in the Parable of the Lost Sheep, 
where there is rejoicing over each one saved, and it is His will that not 
one should perish (cf. Matthew 18:10-14). 
 
Besides placing a high value on children, we also want to reach out to 
children as they are God’s gift to us. These little ones are open to God, 
and many conversions take place before the age of 18. Children have 
their whole life before them and they have many years to serve the 
Lord. God gives the responsibility of leading children to the Saviour to 
all believers, as seen in the Great Commission. Each child must make a 
decision to believe in Christ for God has no grandchildren, only children.   
 

 How to Reach Children? 
  
Having understood the importance of children, how then do we reach 
them? We reach them by teaching them the Word of God. The Bible is 
the very Word of God and is the final authority in life (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). From reading the Bible, we “might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his 
name” (John 20:31). The Word of God keeps our way pure and keeps us 
from sinning against God (Psalm 119:9, 11, 19). As we teach them God’s 
Word, we want to teach the Bible as God’s whole revelation, i.e. we 
should not build a doctrine from just one passage but teach according to 
the context. We teach them that the Bible is our final authority in life 

Article: 

“God’s Word For Children”   
By  Mrs Jemima Khoo  
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and what they hear and believe is not just because the teacher or parent 
says so but God’s Word says so.  Each child should have his own Bible and 
treasure it. 
 

 1. Teach God’s Word through Bible Stories 
 
In teaching the Bible, we do so in ways that are best suited to the 
children. The method that we usually use is the story-telling method. 
Throughout Scriptures, God used tellers of His story from Moses (who 
wrote the events from Creation to Joshua) to Nathan (to tell David the 
parable). Jesus Himself used many parables. The story-telling method is 
able to hold the attention of an audience. Before we tell a Bible story, 
always ask God to help us and pray that His Word will speak to the 
hearts of the children. We need to know the story well, and even if we 
already know the story, the preparation part is important. Know our 
audience well as toddlers learn differently from those who are in the 
upper-primary level. With young ones, our stories should be brief, and we 
can have repetition along the way. With the older ones who have longer 
attention spans, we can tell a longer story, but we have to be mindful 
when we have to stop. As we tell the story, be sure to emphasize that 
the events are real, and do not use imaginary stories with Bible 
backgrounds. As we share God’s Word with the children, do so from our 
heart, praying that the Holy Spirit will work in them to receive His 
Word. 
 

 2. Teach God’s Word through Scripture Memorization 
 
Another way to reach the children is through teaching them memory 
verses from the Scriptures. Christ is our example in showing us the 
importance of memorizing Scriptures. When tempted by Satan, He was 
able to defeat him with the authority of God’s Word. “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11) tells us 
that the Word of God can help us to overcome temptation and sin.  When 
children feel troubled, they will be blessed when they recall verses that 
they have committed to memory. They will be able to apply what they 
have learnt to life, and they will know where to turn to when in trouble. 
 

 3. Teach God’s Word through Songs 
 
A third way to reach the children is through music in the church 
program. Singing good Christian songs is another way to ground them in 
the Christian faith. In Colossians 3:16, we are exhorted to“… [teach] and 
[admonish] one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Before singing, explain the main 
teaching of the song to the children.  There are many good children’s 
songs to teach (such as those from Salvation Songs for Children 



7 

 

published by the Child Evangelism Fellowship), and children are not too 
young to learn hymns which teach many doctrinal and Scriptural truths. 
 

 4. Teach God’s Word through Example 
 
Whether we are a parent or a teacher, our life has to be a good example.  
Children tend to look up to the adults, hence we have to be conscious of 
how we conduct ourselves before the children. We need to ask ourselves 
if we are living godly lives that the children can imitate. The Apostle Paul 
taught in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Be ye followers of me, even as I am of 
Christ.” The parent or the teacher need to, therefore, set a good 
example for the children to follow after them in the Lord’s way. 
 

 5. Teach God’s Word with help from the Holy Spirit 
 
As we share God’s Word to the young ones, we do so with help from the 
Holy Spirit.  “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 
14:26). We teach with God’s help and not by our own strength. We must, 
therefore, humbly rely upon the Lord as we minister to the children. 
 
In conclusion, as we endeavour to reach out to children through God’s 
Word, let us not forget that parents have the prime and main 
responsibility in teaching and imparting God’s Word to their children.  
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 says, “And these words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.”  God warns that if children are not taught, future generations 
will cease to follow His Word. “That the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be born, who should arise and 
declare them to their children. That they might set their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments” (Psalms 
78:6-7).  If you are parent, you have this main responsibility.  If you are 
a Sunday school teacher, you are there to supplement the role of the 
parents and to do your best in reaching out to the children. We teach 
God’s Word through the use of Bible stories, Scripture memorization, 
Christian songs, by setting a good example, and last but not least, with 
help from the Holy Spirit. May we strive to serve the Lord faithfully till 
He comes! 

************************ 
Mrs Jemima Khoo is a lecturer at the Far Eastern Bible College. She 
teaches Christian Education subjects such as Teaching Methods and 

Teaching Children. 
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Article: 

“Choosing a Curriculum”   
By  Ho Xiao Wei  

The Sunday School Curriculum 
 

The Sunday School curriculum is a planned course of study of the Bible, 
the contents of which are designed to fulfill certain objectives. The 
objectives are firstly, to teach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, so 
that children may receive salvation, and secondly, to help them grow in 
Christian maturity, so that they will be more Christ-like. This is done 
through materials that teach doctrines of the Bible and draw principles 
of godly living that children can apply to their lives. 
 

Place of a Curriculum 
 

Do we need a curriculum? Some deem a curriculum unnecessary. “Get rid 
of the curriculum - Our task is to mentor teens -- not to teach lessons. 
Youth go to school five days a week and don't need one more day of 
school on Sunday. So let's stop focusing on getting through the 
prescribed lesson plans and focus instead on the individuals. Throw away 
the workbooks and worksheets. Allow the "curriculum" to grow 
organically from current issues and themes that are important to your 
particular students. Tie biblical study to newspaper articles, current 
movies, tv shows, stories or problems your teens are facing in their daily 
lives. Generate a list of moral/ethical/what-if questions and get your 
youth talking. Out of these discussions can grow all sorts of clues as to 
what they need the most in the way of theological guidance.” (http://
www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2009/04/10-ideas-for-rethinking-
sunday-school.html) 
 
According to the above quote, the curriculum is made up or developed as 
they go along, and students are the ones who determine the direction in 
which it goes. There is no fixed set of contents that students will have 
learnt once they complete the curriculum. Some important topics may be 
glossed over or even be left out entirely. The curriculum would keep on 
varying. Should that be the case, or should the curriculum be determined 
for them beforehand? Should there be structure, or should there be 
fluidity (in the bid to make it relevant)? While it is necessary for the 
curriculum to be relevant to the student’s daily life, this does not mean 
that there should not be a pre-fixed structure and pre-determined 
topics. A good curriculum based on God’s Word can and will be relevant. 
This is because God’s Word is always relevant, across all cultures, ages 
and time. The exact circumstances may vary, but the principles remain. 

http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2009/04/10-ideas-for-rethinking-sunday-school.html
http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2009/04/10-ideas-for-rethinking-sunday-school.html
http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2009/04/10-ideas-for-rethinking-sunday-school.html
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If need be, some lessons can be set aside to address certain current 
topics, but those should not displace the curriculum completely. A well-
developed curriculum is needed to provide a systematic and thorough 
study of the Bible at an age-appropriate level. The curriculum material is 
especially useful for lay teachers who may need more help in 
understanding God’s Word and teaching it. The curriculum helps to set 
the boundaries and provide guidelines, so that the teacher does not 
stray from the truth. 
 

Characteristics of a Good Curriculum 
 

There are many Sunday School curriculums available in the market for 
one to choose from. Which are we to choose? What criteria should our 
selection be based on? One of the criteria is that the curriculum must 
be age-appropriate. E.g. It would not be age-appropriate to teach the 
book of Colossians in great detail to children. Such a study would benefit 
them greater if left till later, when their mental abilities are adequate 
enough, and when they already have a basic understanding of God's 
Word, so that they can better appreciate the deep riches of God's 
Word. Nevertheless, it does not mean that the teachings from God’s 
Word should be shallow and simplistic. This is where many curriculums 
have erred. In teaching the Bible passages, they merely tell the story, 
which is the narrative aspect of the Bible text. Much time is spent 
describing the characters and what they did, or in making the story vivid 
and interesting. While that is needful (to a certain extent), the children 
end up remembering the story very well but little else. Instead of 
focusing on the narrative, the curriculum material should focus on what 
the story teaches regarding doctrines and on drawing out principles. The 
narratives should only serve as a backdrop, while the bulk of the time 
spent is on the exposition of God's Word. 
 
In many of the curriculums available today, there is also too much focus 
on activities that try to make the lesson fun and engaging. While it is 
important for the lesson not to be boring, the focus must still be on 
God's Word. The Word of God must take center-stage and everything 
else must revolve around it, instead of having the Word of God pushed 
to the background. There is only a limited amount of time for each 
lesson, and they must not be spent on superfluous "fluff". Besides the 
above, a good curriculum should also meet the following criteria: 
 
Consistent with God’s Word. No contradiction or unsound theology. 
Lessons are Bible- based, and based not on man’s opinions.  
 
Coherent/clear exposition. Logical, reasonable, and well-organized to 
bring across a point.   
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Cohesive. Have unity in the parts. Mutually supported and fit together. 
Common sub-themes lining up with the main themes to meet the overall 
objectives. 
 
Comprehensive. Scope of what to include and what not to include. 
Teach the whole counsel of God. However, the Word of God is so deep 
and its mines of treasures are inexhaustible. Which are to be studied 
first? Instead of randomly picking certain portions of the Bible to 
study, the curriculum only includes those that are in line with and most 
suited to meet its objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those old enough, a curriculum with a redemptive-historical approach 
to studying the Bible is preferable. This approach provides a 
chronological and sequential understanding of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Instead of just having isolated and disjointed lessons, 
children are able to have an overarching view of the redemptive plan of 
God that was progressively revealed to man in the course of history. 
This way, the Bible stories will not be just a collection of unrelated 
stories, but will be understood in their right contexts and children will 
know how they all tie together. It also helps the Bible stories to point to 
Christ, and not just teach good morals. Starting with the foundation of 
an overview of the Bible, children can proceed to go deeper, 
perhaps, into topical study or individual book study. For preschoolers, a 
topical approach might be more beneficial. This is because generally 
speaking, at that age, they do not have the ability to understand a 
timeline, or the concept of an overarching redemptive plan. The 
curriculum must endeavour to present Christ Jesus and His Gospel to 
the young ones as early as possible, and so a study of the life of Christ 
would be suitable. Other important topics include Creation, God, God’s 
Word, salvation, and character studies of key people. 
 
Some curriculum may include materials whereby parents can help 
children revise the lessons they have learnt or prepare for the ones 
they are about to learn. Resources that enhance the teaching of God’s 

Characteristics of a good curriculum: 

 Consistent 

Coherent 

Cohesive 

Comprehensive 
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Word are also good. Additional resources include illustrations, charts, 
posters, DVDs, CDs, posters, take-home worksheets etc. 

 
Use of a Curriculum 

 
In using the curriculum, there must be fidelity to the general structure, 
although the curriculum allows flexibility within the individual lessons. 
Teachers are allowed to deviate from the given lesson plan as the Holy 
Spirit leads, but not too much such that the lesson changes focus 
entirely. Remember that each individual lesson has its place and specific 
role to play in meeting the objectives of the curriculum and fulfilling its 
approach. Therefore, the teacher is not allowed to come up with his own 
lesson objective. However, as long as the focus is kept, the teacher is 
allowed to use his own style of teaching to bring the point across. The 
materials given in the Sunday School curriculum function as a guide and 
teaching aid only. The curriculum must not be a clutch or overly relied 
upon. It is not meant for the teacher to just regurgitate the lesson, nor 
is it a replacement for his personal study and understanding of the Bible 
text through much prayer and through the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
The more mature the teacher is, and the deeper his understanding of 
God’s Word is, the less he will rely on the curriculum material given. He 
may even come up with a better lesson! Remember, the curriculum is not 
the Bible. There are some who blindly follow the curriculum and end up 
teaching error. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having the content is different from teaching the content. A lot lies 
with the teacher’s ability to communicate the lesson across effectively. 
Teachers must teach the material at a level that children are able to 
understand, and in a manner that is clear and organized. Otherwise, 
the best material can end up ruined in the hands of a lousy teacher. 
Including a teacher’s guide in the curriculum would help in this regard. 
 
The Sunday School curriculum is an important and needful resource in 
teaching the Word of God to children. May the Lord provide us with 
good ones! 
 

************************ 

The curriculum is not the Bible.  

It must not replace the Word of God! 
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Interview: 

“Scripture in Songs”   
How can music be used as a means to 
teach God’s Word? Bible Witness 
Media Ministry, a ministry of 
Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian 
Church, Singapore, has produced 
two DVDs entitled, “The Scripture 
in Song” (Vol. I & II) for this 
purpose. Rev (Dr) Prabhudas Koshy, 
Pastor of Gethsemane BPC answers 
some of the pertinent questions 
concerning the subject. 

1) What is "The Scripture in Song" DVD about? What led the church to 

produce these DVDs, and how can these resources be useful in the 

teaching of God's Word?  

The idea of “Scripture in Song” first began as a family affair about two decades ago. 

My wife and I were making efforts to help our three young children memorise God’s 

Word. During that time, I noticed that my children could memorise lyrics of the 

songs that they learnt to sing. I suddenly realised that music can be an efficient aid 

to help them memorise God’s Word. Indeed, singing God’s Word can edify 

everyone at home as Psalm 119:54 states, “Thy statutes have been my songs in the 

house of my pilgrimage.” I was then very stirred in my heart to put tunes for some 

of the verses. Though I loved music, I had no formal training. Nonetheless, I could 

make a melody on a piano, which I had in my home. I sought the Lord for His help in 

prayer. I would, then, meditate on a particular verse that I wanted to teach my 

children, and think how I could best sing it without altering the words. When I 

seemed to have some sort of melody, I would sit at the piano with my Bible and try 

to play that melody. My children, who heard me trying to sing them, quickly learnt 

them. Admittedly, there were times when I forgot the melody, having no device to 

record the tunes, and also not knowing how to write the music notations. When I 

lamented that I had forgotten the tune, my children (who had heard me singing and 

playing the tune) would effortlessly recall and sang those words of Scripture to me, 

to my great surprise!    
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Since the portions of Scripture that we have been singing in our home have proven 

to be helpful in teaching my children spiritual truths, I introduced them to 

Gethsemane B-P Church as “The Scripture in Song”. The children and adults alike 

learnt them and started to sing in children’s meetings, fellowship meetings and 

other gatherings. Later, Bible Witness Media Ministry produced two DVDs, entitled 

“The Scripture in Song” in two parts (I & II), for children. We praise God for the 

joyful participation and contribution of children and several brethren of 

Gethsemane BPC that helped us to produce these DVDs for the benefit Christians 

everywhere.   

Our prayer is that our feeble efforts in producing “The Scripture in Song” DVDs will 

contribute towards propagating God’s truth and promoting a love for His Word. 

Songs are one of the ways which Scripture says we can declare God’s truth to the 

coming generations – “I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth 

will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 89:1). 

We pray that Christian parents, Sunday School teachers and those who minister to 

children would find “The Scripture in Song” profitable in aiding children to 

memorise God’s Word. In fact, I sing them during my pastoral visitations to homes 

of our church members, hospital visitation, fellowship group meetings, etc. Once 

the people learn to sing them, they can use them anytime and anywhere for their 

own spiritual strengthening, as well as to exhort others.         

2) Can you share with us, from the Scriptures, how music can be used to 

educate one in the things of God?  

We all know that the Book of Psalms is a collection of Hebrew songs which declare 

the truths of God. They are inspired songs. The ancient people of God, the Jews, 

sang them in their homes, in their journeys, and in times of worship. However, we 

do not know the ancient Hebrew tunes of the Psalms. Though we have the Psalms 

faithfully translated into our English KJV Bible, we don’t have tunes to sing the exact 

words in the KJV. We know of the existence of the Psalter, from which we do sing. 

However, they are paraphrased to fit the music, and not exact words of the KJV 

Bible that we use.   
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Singing of the Scripture portions is greatly profitable to our souls. This is evident 

from the very fact that some portions of Scripture are songs, which were sung to 

instruct God’s people in spiritual truths. Moreover, there are clear exhortations in 

Scripture to sing the truths of God. There are also many testimonies of the benefits 

of singing the truths of God. Here are some of the exhortations: 

“Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.” 

(1 Chronicles 16:9; cf. Psalm 105:2) 

“For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will 

make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy 

and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 

melody.” (Isaiah 51:3) 

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:19) 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16) 

“Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing 

psalms.” (James 5:13) 

3) Why is music an effective means to teach God's Word to young children?  

Music is God’s gift to man as an appropriate and fitting means to: 

 - worship His glorious Name (Exodus 15:1; Psalm 66:4; 96:2);  

- meditate and rejoice in the truths and works of God  

(Psalms 63:4-6; 71:23; 104:33-34);  

- effectively declare His truth to others (Psalm 89:1);  

- edify and nurture others (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).  

Because God has meant music to be a channel for such noble spiritual purposes,  

music that is godly and Scriptural can benefit our children in their spiritual growth. 
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4) Is there anything we need to be careful about in the use of music to 

teach God's Word? 

We should only use music that is reverential and solemn for the singing of spiritual 

truths. In these days of proliferation of different kinds of music styles, we must pay 

extreme attention not to choose styles of music based on its entertaining nature. 

For the singing of Scripture and spiritual songs, we must avoid music styles that 

evoke worldliness, defiance, violence, etc. When we teach God’s Word through 

songs, we should be careful to maintain a high degree of devoutness and reverence 

for God Almighty in the music. 

5) How should we view Singspiration time with children that takes place 

before message, and how can we make use of this time to teach children 

God’s Word through songs? 

The Singspiration time should prepare the children for the Bible lessons. So, the 

song leaders must be careful not to get the children into a frenzied mood. Rather, 

they should always maintain a solemn and sombre mood. The song leaders should 

also be sure of the words of the songs (i.e. the verses taken from the Biblical 

passages), and must be joyful to sing the selected songs. Brief explanation of the 

lyrics would be very useful to help the children to understand their meaning.  

6) What are some of the things we can do to encourage the teaching of 

God’s Word through songs? 

Make sure the teachers and parents in your church know the importance and value 

of teaching God’s Word through music. Provide them with “The Scripture in Song” 

DVDs or CDs. Have special sessions to equip the teachers with the Scripture in Song. 

If there are brethren in your midst who can produce similar or better Scripture in 

songs, encourage them. And do pray that the Lord will make our desire fruitful in 

the days to come. 

************************ 

“The Scripture in Song” DVDs are available for sale at the Bible Witness 

Bookroom (http://biblewitness.com/bookroom/). 
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Book Summary: 

“The Seven Laws of Teaching”   
By  Eunice Low  

The Seven Laws of Teaching written by John Milton 
Gregory (Baker Books Publisher, 2004, 121pp) 
explores the teaching-and-learning process, and 
outlines the seven principles of effective teaching. 
According to the author, education is the 
development of capacities, and the acquisition of 
experience. The art of education consists of the art 
of training and the art of teaching. These two, 
though separable in thought, are not separable in 
practice. The teacher’s work is to cultivate the 
capacities of the pupils, and to transmit experiences 
to them.  
 
Teaching has its natural laws, and is a process in which definite forces 
are employed to produce definite results. Teaching is the communication 
of experience. This experience (which may consist of facts, truths, 
doctrines, ideas, ideals or process/skills of an art) are taught by the use 
of words, signs, objects, actions, or examples. It is the shaping of the 
thought and understanding to the comprehension of some truth which 
the teacher knows and wishes to communicate.  
 
There are seven distinct elements to teaching: (1) Two personal factors, 
i.e. a teacher and a learner, (2) two mental factors, i.e. a common 
language and a lesson or truth to be communicated, and (3) three 
functional processes, i.e. the teaching process, the learning process and 
the review process. These elements are fundamental conditions on which 
ideas may pass from one mind to another, and is, thus, applicable to 
teaching of all subjects in all grades.  
 

The Law of the Teacher 
 
The teacher must know the things that he teaches. Knowledge is key for 
teachers. According to the author, no one can teach at all without full 
knowledge of his subject that he would be teaching. What a man does 
not know he cannot teach successfully. Truth must be clearly understood 
before it can be vividly felt. The teacher will be cold and lifeless if he 
only knows half the subject he is going to teach. When a teacher has full 
knowledge of his subject, enthusiasm would naturally conceive in his 
teaching. A teacher’s full knowledge of the subject would also help give 
pupils the needed confidence in their learning. Teachers who are partly 
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prepared or wholly unprepared are like messengers without a message.  
 

The Law of the Learner 
 

The learner must attend with interest the material to be learned. 
Attention is when the object attended to is occupying the whole of 
consciousness. There are three different kinds of attention: (1) passive 
attention, (2) active attention and (3) secondary active attention. Of 
which the third kind of attention is necessary for learning. Secondary 
active attention is when learning becomes so fascinating that the object 
of attention attracts itself and demands little or no effort to be 
brought into the focus of consciousness. Thus, the duty of the teacher 
is to make the stages of learning gradual so that the pupil’s attention will 
be constantly grasped.  
 
Ways of gaining pupil’s attention is to use devices such as pictures, 
illustrative materials, sudden raising or lowering of voice, etc. However, 
we ought to be careful in employing these devices and use them only as 
necessary. It must be noted that interest varies with age. As children 
approach maturity, their interests tend to change from the concrete and 
more self-centred things to the abstract and ultimate. Also, the 
attention span increases as the children’s mental development increases. 
There are two kinds of hindrances to attention, i.e. (1) apathy where 
children lack interest in the subject of learning or due to physical 
weariness, and (2) distraction. If apathy or distraction comes from 
fatigue or illness, the teacher should not attempt to force the lesson to 
the child.  
 

The Law of the Language 
 
The language used in teaching must be common to teacher and learner. 
The teacher must lower down in terms of their vocabulary to the 
children’s language power so that they can understand the lesson. The 
power of communication is based on what the hearer understands and 
reproduces in his mind, and not what the speaker expresses from his own 
mind. Thus, the teacher has to do their best in choosing their words 
wisely to ensure that the right meaning of the words are understood 
correctly by the pupils.  
 

The Law of the Lesson 
 

Pupils learn the new by the aid of the old and familiar and the known. 
Thus, truth that is to be taught must be learned through truth already 
known. All teaching must begin at some point of the subject or lesson. 
This point must be a known point to show likeness of what was known to 
that which will be taught. Learning must proceed by gradual steps. These 
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steps must link one fact to another, and each step must be fully 
mastered by the pupils before the next step can be taken.  
It is important to know that knowledge is a record of solved problems. 
In passing knowledge on to others, the more closely we can approximate 
real vital situations, the better will be our teaching.  
 

The Law of the Teaching Process 

The result of teaching is when knowledge and experience is 
communicated down to the pupil. Thus, the work of the teacher does not 
only consist of explaining the lesson but also includes awakening and 
setting the mind of the pupil to be attentive to the lesson to arouse his 
own self thinking.  
 
We can learn without a teacher. If we can learn without being taught, it 
means that the true function of the teacher is to create the most 
favourable conditions for self-learning. True teaching is not that which 
gives knowledge but that which stimulates pupils to gain it. Teachers are 
to properly guide and direct the efforts of the pupil to the subject of 
study, so as to save him from wasting time and strength and needless 
difficulties. But no aid of the teacher can change the operations of the 
mind, or take from the pupil his need of knowing for himself.  
 
For the mind to be interested in something, it needs to be aroused by 
the love of knowledge and the desire for knowledge to be used as a tool 
in solving problems or obtaining other knowledge. Thus, each pupil has 
his own love and desire of knowledge, which the teacher is to find and 
nurture them. However, if the love of knowledge is lacking in the pupils, 
the teacher ought to build them up in their love of knowledge. Yet for 
the teacher, without full and accurate knowledge of the subject that 
the pupil is to learn through his self-active efforts, he cannot guide, 
direct and test the process of learning.  
 

The Law of the Learning Process 
 

The law of the learning process is that the pupil must reproduce in his 
own mind the truth to be learnt. True learning is not memorization and 
repetition of the words and ideas of the teacher. The main aim of 
learning is when the knowledge learnt can be applied. This is when 
knowledge turns to practical wisdom.  
 
However, there are some limitations to this law of learning. Firstly, the 
age of the pupils needs to be considered. The mental activities of young 
children lies close to the senses and their knowledge of a lesson will be 
largely confined to facts which appeal to their senses. As the child 
grows, young people think more about reasons and thus the lessons ought 
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to be ones which ask reasons and gives conclusions. Secondly, the 
limitation of this law of learning is limited by the different fields of 
human knowledge.  
 

The Law of Review and Application 
 

The most difficult work in teaching is to ensure completion, test and 
confirmation of the work of teaching through review and application. No 
time in teaching is spent more profitably than that spent in reviewing. 
The aims of review are: (1) to perfect knowledge, (2) to confirm 
knowledge, and (3) to apply knowledge.  
 
A review is more than a repetition. A lesson that is studied only once is 
likely to be forgotten. Thus, lessons that are thoroughly and repeatedly 
reviewed will stay in the minds of pupils for longer time, as they gain 
more insights and experiences through the reviews. Thus, review is not 
simply an added excellence in teaching which may be dispensed with if 
time is lacking. Instead, it is one of the essential conditions of all true 
teaching. Not to review is to leave the work half done.  
 
The process of review will vary according to the subject of study and 
also with the age of the pupils. With very young children, the review can 
be little more than simple repetition. But with older pupils, the review 
will be a thoughtful re-study of the subject to gain deeper 
understanding.  
 

Conclusion 
 
Therefore, in summary, the seven laws of teaching are that (1) the true 
teacher needs to be equipped with the knowledge he wishes to 
communicate, (2) the pupil’s attention ought to be fixed and interests 
aroused to eagerly pursue his studies, (3) communication between 
teacher and pupil needs to be understood by both, (4) the knowledge or 
experience is to be communicated through lessons, (5) the teacher is to 
arouse and direct the self-thinking of the pupils, (6) the pupils are to 
reproduce what they have learned and (7) the review and recapitulation 
of the lessons learnt and application to their lives.  

 
 

************************ 
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Testimony: 

“True Gospel Children’s Ministry”  
By  Pr Chan Sopheak  

The children’s ministry is very important. The Word of God says in 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it.” We need to, therefore, teach children 
from their young age about their Creator God and the way He wants 
them to walk in. True Gospel B-P Church (Kampot, Cambodia) is very 
much concerned for the children’s ministry, and seeks to reach out to 
children living around the church area as well as children living far from 
the church with God’s Word. Besides the Sunday School ministry that is 
held in the church premises, True Gospel B-P Church has also started a 
new children’s outreach at Pum Tmey, which is located near Andong 
Khmer village, to reach out to children outside of church. 
 
We have an average of 25 to 30 children attending our Sunday school 
every Sunday morning, 7am to 8am, and an average attendance of 20 to 
25 children at our new outreach. The outreach activities start at 3pm 
every Sunday afternoon, and end at 4pm. 
 
Objective 
 
The objective of True 
Gospel children’s ministry 
is to lead children to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and 
nurture them in the Word 
of God.  
 
Activities 
 
The activities of the 
children’s ministry include singing of hymns and songs, teaching of God’s 
Word, reading of the Bible, as well as craft and games. We also have 
outdoor activities planned for the children once in a while. 
 

Curriculum and Lesson Planning 
 
The teachers planned the lessons and activities according to the topics 
that have been assigned to them. Apart from flash cards and activity 
books, the teachers also use resources such as, “The Great Stories of 
the Bible” flip charts, “The Great Bible Question & Answer Book from 

 

True Gospel Children’s Outreach 
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the Old and New Testaments,” and materials from Child Evangelism 
Fellowship (CEF) to help them in their lesson planning and teaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Testimonies of Children  
 
Tim Visal is 7 years old, and he heard the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through the children’s ministry of True 
Gospel B-P Church. He is very thankful to the Lord for 
this ministry, and he thanked God for calling him to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Seng Meng Ly is 10 years old. She heard the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through the new outreach ministry of True 
Gospel B-P Church. She is very happy to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The children’s ministry of True Gospel B-P Church seeks to reach out to 
children with the Word of God so as to lead them to a saving knowledge 
of Christ. It also seeks to nurture children who have already believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ by teaching them the whole counsel of God. The 
work of reaching children for God through His Word is an important 
work which the church must continue to do, in obedience to the Great 
Commission (cf. Matthew 28:18-20). 

 
************************ 

Using Visual Aids in Bible Teaching 
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Testimony: 

“True Faith Children’s Ministry”  
By  Pr Liv Rotha  

I would like to praise and thank God for the work that has been 
entrusted to us in True Faith B-P Church (Kampot, Cambodia), especially 
among the children. I thank God for the Sunday School ministry that 
reaches out to children with the Word of God, and for Sunday School 
teachers who have been serving faithfully in this area.   
 
The planning of the Sunday School lessons is done semester by 
semester. The teachers will plan in such a way that adapts to the local 
context, because the unbelieving adults like to bombard the children 
with superstitions. When we hear something like that, we will deal with 
them through the lessons. We also plan our Bible lessons as a series, 
which allows us to follow up with our students, and help them grow in the 
knowledge of God.  
 
There are also difficulties 
that the teachers meet 
during lesson planning, and 
one of them is the lack of 
materials to use as 
teaching aids. The 
teachers are learning to 
deal with this problem by 
coming up with their own 
teaching aids. There are 
also activities planned to 
help the children relate to the lesson. By doing so, it can reinforce the 
teachings and help children understand and remember them better.      
     
I really thank God for the 
children’s ministry. Through 
the Sunday School, we can 
reach out to the children 
more effectively and we can 
teach them the Word of 
God more deeply. I also 
pray that through this 
ministry many more children 
will come to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour.  May God's Name be praised and glorified. 
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************************ 
 
 
 

Testimonies of True Faith Sunday School Children 
 

 
 “I come to church on Sundays in order to attend the 
Sunday School. Through the lessons that I heard, I have 
learnt many things about God. I want to share one of 
them, and that is, Creation. I learnt that this world does 
not exist by itself, but God created it according to 
Genesis 1:1. I have been blessed by the Sunday School 
teaching. Now I know that only the Lord Jesus Christ can 
save me from my sin. The Word of God can teach me the 
Truth and help me to be an obedient girl in my family. I 
would like to thank God for the teaching of God’s Word, especially in the 
Sunday School.”  
 

— Muen Sreinay, 13 years old 

 

 

“I have attended True Faith B-P Church Sunday School 
for a few years. Through the teaching of God's Word, I 
have learnt that God created this world and everything in 
it. I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ can save me from 
my sins when He died on the Cross. Through the Sunday 
School, I have a chance to learn God's Word. The lessons 
the teacher taught help me to value my soul. I am happy 
because I know my soul is saved by the Lord Jesus. I thank God that the 
lessons on Sundays had helped me to know the Lord Jesus. Thank you.”    

 

— Pan Solin, 15 years old 

 
 

************************ 
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Testimony: 

“Lively Hope Children’s Ministry”  
By  Pr John Saray  

The Lively Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church in Sihanoukville started with 
our family of four-- father, mother, son, and a one-year old daughter. 
This reminds us of God’s covenantal promise and how He desires not only 
to save the adults, but also their children. That can be clearly seen from 
the testimonies of missions endeavors throughout church history. The 
Philippian church was founded by the Apostle Paul in like manner, “And 
when she was baptized, and her household, …” (Acts 16:15, emphasis 
added). The same chapter goes on to record, “And they said, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they 
spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; 
and was baptized, he and all his, straightway” (Acts 16:31-33, emphasis 
added).  
 
By God’s providence, Lively Hope BPC started the Gospel work through 
the children’s outreach because the preacher remembered that the 
children also have a part in the kingdom of heaven, “Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14; cf. Mark 10:14-14, Luke 18:16-17). 
He also believes that the “all nations, baptizing them… Teaching them 
to observe all things…” in Matthew 28:19-20 must also include the 
children, since the Lord had, in the Gospel accounts, rebuked the 
apostles for hindering these little ones from coming to Him. The 
children’s ministry has, therefore, been the church’s main concern for 
the past 5 years. The following are some testimonies of how our 
teachers go about in their ministry to the children, as well as, 
testimonies from our church children. 
  

The Teachers and their Lesson Preparation 
 

Lively Hope BPC has very few teachers. My wife, Lydia, who is also a 
graduate of the Far Eastern Bible College (Singapore), has been the 
head teacher since the church started in Sihanoukville. She and a few of 
us always try our best to teach God’s Word to the children in our Sunday 
School. We do so, also, with prayers in our lesson preparation. We follow 
a series of lesson plans throughout the year to cover topical subjects 
such as the Life of Christ. As a head teacher, Lydia would prepare her 
own lessons. Often times, an adaptation from the Regular Baptist Press 
(RBP) and Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) teaching materials are made. 
These publications are more biblical compared to others, and they can be 
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quite helpful in many ways, although teachers still need to be wise when 
using these materials. For instance, the teachers need to ensure that 
the application they use are relevant and applicable to the Cambodian  
context. The CEF had managed to translate and publish some of their 
English teaching materials in the Khmer 
language, although not all of them. This has 
been most helpful to us as it provides help 
for teachers who cannot read or 
understand English well and therefore 
unable to use the English teaching materials 
effectively. Thank God for some teaching 
aids and materials that we had received 
from Truth B-P Church. Thanks to Sis Boon 
Choo and Sis Karen, who are always anxious 
to collect stationery and other things that 
can be useful for the children’s ministry.  
    
Do we use visual aids in our teachings? Yes, 
pictures or visual aids are the most effective 
tools for illustrating the truth of God’s Holy 
Word to the young minds. The colorful 
pictures found in the RBP and CEF publication 
are used when appropriate. Sometimes, the 
teachers would make use of free visual aids 
from the Internet or pictures that they come 
up by themselves to help them in their 
teaching. 
 
Ministry to the children is a 
joy, yet the difficulties cannot 
be avoided. For example, a wide 
age-group can be one of the 
challenges that a teacher can 
face. Other difficulties may be 
found in classroom discipline, or 
insufficient teaching materials, 
and teaching aids. Perhaps, the 
most challenging one is helping 
children overcome bad 
influence from peers and the 
world around them. Teachers need to remind them repeatedly of sin, 
forgiveness, Jesus Christ, and salvation. The Apostle Peter’s word is a 
constant reminder to our children, “…Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.” (Acts 2:40, emphasis added).  
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Testimonies from the Children’s Ministry 
 

Here are some short testimonies by two boys from Lively Hope 
Children’s Ministry: 
 

Kung Bros Pov, 10, has been attending Sunday School 
for about 4 years. He testifies to the following: 

“I have learnt the story of Moses, the Lord Jesus and 
King David. And I have memorized many Bible verses. I 
have learnt how to share things with others and I have 
believed in Jesus and obeyed Him. Thanks.”    

 

Yean Makara, 15, testifies,  

“I have joined the Sunday School for 3 years. I have 
memorized many Bible verses and the story of the Lord 
Jesus, and have trusted in Him. I have also received the 
Lord Jesus as my Saviour. I have learnt to be helpful in 
doing housework. I tell my friends about Jesus. Thanks.” 
 
Thank God for teachers who have been faithfully spending time in lesson 
preparation, and in teaching the children every week. Not only do they 
teach the children God’s Word, they also do so with much prayer, praying 
that these children will be changed by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is 
a hard work dealing with children, yet there is also joy in ministering to 
them. “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” (Psalm 126:6). I would also like to challenge every reader to this 
important work, for we all have a part to fulfill in the Great Commission, 
whether it is a direct involvement in the children’s ministry, or indirect 
(such as by prayer and other means of support in this important ministry 
to the young ones). Let us all serve the Master together, and let us,  
 

“Bring them in, bring them in, bring them in from the fields of sin, 
bring them in, bring them in, bring the wand’ring one to Jesus.”      

— William Odgen, 1841-1897 
 
May we continue to pray for God’s provision for brethren who love Him 
and have a desire to reach out to children in the great harvest field of 
Cambodia because, “[t]he harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38). May God also 
grant to us the zeal to serve Him in our own church’s children’s ministry! 

 
************************ 
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Thanks and praise be to God for choosing me to be His child, and for 
calling me to serve Him full-time. Thank God also for Truth BPC’s 
support of my four years’ studies in the Far Eastern Bible College 
(FEBC), leading to my Bachelor of Theology degree (2010-2013). It has 
been two years since I graduated and returned to serve in Vietnam. God 
has been good to me as I served Him.  
 
In Vietnam, I was a preacher at Hope Presbyterian Church (in Ho Chi 
Minh City), assisting my pastor in teaching and preaching, as well as, in 
the church visitation and evangelism ministry. I was also involved in the 
church-planting ministry south-west of Vietnam (240 km away), where I 
served before I first came to FEBC. By God’s grace, a small Bible study 
group was started and some lost souls came to accept Jesus as their 
Saviour. The Lord also called a brother to offer his life to Christ for full
-time service, and he entered Sai Gon Presbyterian Bible Seminary 
(SPBS) to be equipped for the ministry. He is now continuing the work I 
was doing. I also wrote the curriculum for the children’s Sunday School 
in my church based on the reformed and fundamental doctrines that I 
learnt from SPBS and FEBC. I also taught in SPBS on the books of Acts 
and Daniel (two credit-hours each). Knowing the need for a fundamental 
and reformed theological textbook, I shared with SPBS my BTh thesis, a 
Vietnamese translation of “Theology for Every Christian” written by Rev 
(Dr) Timothy Tow and Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo. It is now used as a 
textbook by the preachers and pastors in our Presbyterian denomination. 
Thank God for moving the Principal Rev Le Van Khai (who is also my 
pastor), the Academic Dean Rev Le Vu Bao An and some Truth brethren 
to help me accomplish this project of printing the first 50 copies, and 
distributing them freely to students, pastors and preachers. Praise God 
for answering my prayer and granting my desire for His glory.  
 
In the course of my service, I saw my limitations in the exposition of 
God’s Word. After much prayer, I yielded to God’s call to further my 
studies when I heard my pastor’s exposition of Colossians 1:10. How can 
I increase in the knowledge of God except through the study of God’s 
Word and applying it into my life? God’s leading was very clear. Upon 
sharing with my uncle (a pastor), he repeatedly emphasized, “You must 
go! You must study more.” He explained firstly that my BTh studies gave 

Testimony: 

“My Call to Further  

Studies”  By  Nguyen Van Hieu  
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me a good basic knowledge of the Scriptures, but it is not enough for me 
to expound the richness and depth of God’s wisdom in His Word. 
Secondly, being single, I have the freedom to go overseas for studies. I 
then shared God’s call with my pastor. He was very supportive (as he was 
before) and encouraged me to return to FEBC. Praise the LORD!  
 
I am now enrolled in the Master of Divinity degree course in FEBC which 
commenced on 4th January 2016. May God grant me wisdom and a 
teachable heart that I may study well the teachings of the College so 
that I may be better equipped to hold forth the Word of Life and hold 
fast the Faithful Word. 
   

************************ 
   

Truth Missions Society is fully supporting Van Hieu’s MDiv course in 
FEBC. 

 

Answers to Activity in Kid’s Corner: (Pg 43) 

Errors are underlined as follows: 

1) Psalm 119:100 Thy Bible is a lamp unto my feet, and a shadow unto my road. 

Correct answer: Psalm 119:105 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” 

2) Matthew 4:4  But she answered and said, It is not written, Man shall live by 
wheat alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of God. 

Correct answer: Matthew 4:4 “But he answered and said, It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” 

3) John 5:30  Search the scriptures; For in them ye believe ye have life: and 
they are they which testify of me. 

Correct answer: John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

4) Hebrews 4:12  For the word of idols is fast, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged knife, piercing even to the multiplying asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and bone, and is a discerner of the intents and thoughts of the 
mind. 

Correct answer: Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.  
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It is with many thanks to God that, through the kind invitation of Rev 
Michael Koech (Vice-Bishop of the Africa Gospel Unity Church, Principal 
of Bomet Bible Institute and Pastor of Kapkwan AGUC), I once again 
made my missions trip to Kenya this year. Our Lord continues to keep 
this door open for me to serve Him in Kenya and He is faithful to provide 
for all that I needed and to watch over me the entire time I was there. 
Our Kenyan brethren’s sweet fellowship and zealous service to God were 
a great blessing and encouragement to me. They send us their warm 
greetings in the Lord. 
 
As invited, I taught a 20-hour Vacation 
Bible Course on “Adult Christian 
Education” in the Kisumu Bible School 
(KBS) from 23 to 26 November (Mon to 
Thurs), and again in the Bomet Bible 
Institute (BBI) the following week, 30 
Nov to 2 Dec (Mon to Wed). [KBS and 
BBI are the respective institutions of 
the Holy Trinity Church of Africa and 
AGUC which train pastors, preachers 
and lay leaders in their denominations.]  
 
A total of 13 participants from the KBS attended at least one session of 
the whole course at Kisumu, with nine of them taking the exams on 27 
Nov (Fri) morning. In BBI, there were 24 participants, with 20 of them 
sitting for the exams on 3 Dec (Thurs) morning. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Kenya, 19 November to 8 December 
2015”  By  Carol Lee  

At Kisumu Bible School 

At Bomet Bible Institute 
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In response to the burden God has placed in their hearts, the AGUC 
leaders organized their first Missions Conference this year with the 
theme “Fulfilling the Great Commission” (Acts 1:8). The Lord is gracious 
to enable Rev (Dr) P. Koshy (Pastor of Gethsemane BPC, Singapore) to be 
in Bomet for the first time and to be one of the speakers. Attended by 
about 70, the programme was as follows: 

 
Our Lord’s Great Commission to His disciples and its urgency were very 
clearly expounded during the Conference by 
the speakers. May God be pleased to work in 
the hearts of our Kenyan brethren to lead 
them, and to mobilize their members, to be 
witnesses for Him “…in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Even as they have 
been tirelessly planting churches within Kenya, 
the Lord has also, in recent years, led them 
into Kome (Tanzania) where two infant 
churches (Nyalwala AGUC and Nyalusenyi 
AGUC) have been planted. These are led by two 
Tanzanian lay pastors who are still being 
trained under the AGUC.  
 
 

Time/
Day 

8.30- 

9.30 am 

9.30- 

10.30 am 

11 am-1 pm 3-5 pm 7.30-8.30 pm 

3 Dec 
(Thurs) 

                                                      ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION OPENING  

SERVICE 

4 Dec 
(Fri) 

MISSIONS 
IN JERUSA-

LEM AND ALL 
JUDEA 

Rev Jonathan 
Langat 

MISSIONS 
IN SAMARIA 

&  

UTTERMOST 
PARTS 

Rev (Dr) P. 
Koshy 

1st  

PRESENTATION 

Working in Kenya/
Rendille  

– since 1970 

Miss Judith Collins 

2nd  

PRESENTATION 

Working in West 
Pokot 

Mrs Evaline Tanui 

3rd  

PRESENTATION 

Working in Kenya  

– since 1969 

Rev (Dr) Raymond 
Carlson 

5 Dec 
(Sat) 

PRESENT DAY  

APPROACHES 
TO MIS-
SIONS 

Rev Nelson 
Were 

HOW TO 
SUPPORT 

MISSIONS 

Rev Joshua K. 
Musyoka 

 

BBI GRADUATION 

Rev (Dr) P. Koshy 

4th  

PRESENTATION 

Missions in Kenya 
& Other Countries 

Miss Carol Lee 

5th  

PRESENTATION 

Tanzanian  

Ministry 

Pstrs Francis/         
Charles/Daniel 

6 Dec 
(Sun) 

  AGUC 51st Anniversary  
WORSHIP SERVICE  

Pstr John Chemalan 

(10 am – 1 pm) 

  

With the Tanzanian Pastor 
(Pstr Daniel) & his son 
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Some of the prayer items that surfaced through the various messages 
and presentations are as follows: 

— willing “labourers” to go into the missions field, 

— safety for Miss Collins who ministers to a tribal group 
in Rendille (a remote place in north Kenya where living 
conditions are harsh and hostile), 

— daily basic resources to sustain the work of Mrs Tanui 
in West Pokot (a poor and remote place in north-west 
Kenya), 

— Dr & Mrs Carlson: their health as well as God’s 
provision as he retires from missions work in Kenya and returns to 
America, 

— missions work in Tanzania: registration of the AGUC in Tanzania, funds 
for church buildings & a piece of land as well as a computer for the 
pastor. 

 
In BBI, the building project (a 3-storey accommodation block) is 
progressing well. On Level 1 are eight study-bedrooms, one kitchen, four 
toilet cubicles and two shower rooms. 
On Level 2 are two self-contained 
staff apartments, with three 
bedrooms each. On Level 3 are 
another two apartments, with two 
bedrooms each. Funds are still needed 
for the work to continue to 
completion. The BBI Library and the 
Children’s Library continue to welcome 
donations of used Christian books in 
good condition from Singapore. The 
KBS also needs to build up their book 
collection. 
 
May our Lord continue to burden the 
hearts of His children not only in Kenya, but in Singapore too, that we 
may all do what we can to obey the Great Commission, whether it is to 
pray, to give or to go.  
 
Ephesians 5:15-17: “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore 
be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” Will 
you? May all glory be unto God! 
 
 
 

************************ 

Bomet Building Project 

Miss Collins 
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Praise the Lord for yet another opportunity to minister at True Gospel 
and True Faith BPCs in Kampot, Cambodia. My family and I thank God for 
the time we can spend with the Cambodian brethren, and we pray that 
we have been a blessing and an encouragement to them. 
 
We made two home visitations during 
this trip. We visited Uncle Korn, a 
church member who is unwell. Pr 
Sopheak invited him to the church 
Anniversary and we prayed for him.  
 
The other home visitation was to Uncle 
Chreab and his family. Uncle Chreab 
suffered from 4th stage lung cancer, and he had recently returned from 
Phnom Penh Government Hospital after the doctors there told him they 
were unable to help him any more. By the time he reached his  home in 
Kampot, he was unconscious. We visited him three times, and we sang 

hymns of comfort and also read God’s Word to 
him. During each visit, he seemed to show signs 
of improvement. At our last visit, we were 
happy that he was able to respond to us. 
However, he passed away on the day we 
returned to Singapore. True Gospel BPC is 
helping the bereaved family. May God’s 
comfort be with the family. We pray especially 
for the salvation of his four adult children who 

were present when we visited him. 
 
At an outreach at Kbarl Romeas, we wanted to visit Uncle Woon who has 
been unwell the past few weeks 
while Sis Thavy led the children in 
singing and shared with them the 
Christmas story. We wanted to pray 
for him but he was not at home. 
Instead, we spoke with his 
neighbours and shared the Gospel 
with them. Even though they did not 
believe, we thank God for the 
opportunity to share with them the 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 18 to 21 December 
2015”  By  Rev Dennis Kwok 
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way of salvation. May the Gospel seed sown bear fruit in due time.  
 
We met up with Brother Yuth who broke his right leg during a motorbike 
accident last month. Thank God that he is recovering 
so well that he is able to walk now, though with a 
slight limp. The screw that was attached to his 
smaller bone has just been taken out. The one in the 
bigger bone will need another two months before it 
can be removed. We thank God for his good spirit 
and he thanks our church for praying for him.  
 
On the Lord’s Day morning, there were about 40 
people who attended the True Gospel 8th Anniversary Thanksgiving 
Service. There was also Lord’s Supper, and I ministered to them from 
Psalm 22:19 on how God has been our Strength for the past eight years 
since True Gospel BPC was founded. May God continue to bless and watch 
over True Gospel BPC. In the afternoon, Yee Min spoke to the children 
from Luke 2:1-20 about the Christmas story. About 40 children came.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the evening, we were at True Faith Christmas Service. About 70 
people (including children) attended the Service. There were a few song 
presentations. One of them was unique as they switched off all the lights 

and the church members presented 
the song “It Came Upon the 
Midnight Clear” with each holding a 
candle in a cut-out bottle in their 
hands. The service ended with the 
Gospel message which I shared 
with them based on Philippians 2:5-
12 on the humility of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit 

help the hearers understand the true meaning of Christmas. 
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We received good news that Pr Rotha's wife, Saron, is expecting. It is 
likely to be a boy. We are happy for both Pr Rotha and Sis Saron. May 
the Lord provide for all their needs as they bring up their children in the 
fear of God. 
 
At True Gospel BPC, I conducted a 2-hour youth seminar on Christian 
Living, with the Bible passage taken from James chapter one. About 15 
youths attended the seminar. I 
shared with them the two important 
“O”s: Overcoming Temptations and 
Obeying God’s Word. It is  my  
prayer that the youths have learnt 
and will draw closer to God in their 
Christian living. The Lord also gave 
me the opportunity to conduct a 
relationship counseling session with 
Pr Thaven and Sis Sok Mey. They 
have been together for three months. God willing, I will be meeting them 
again for counseling end January 2016. On our last night in Kampot, we 
went on a firefly cruise. All the preachers and their families came 
together and we had a blessed time of fellowship and dinner on the 2-
hour cruise. Pr John Saray had planned to join us, but was unable to as 
he missed the taxi in Sihanoukville.  
 
We also had the opportunity to meet up with Sis Seang Yi in Phnom Penh. 
She is a youth from True Faith BPC before she moved to Phnom Penh to 

study in the university. Yee Min 
shared from James 4:14 and Psalm 
90:12 to encourage her to make 
each day count for the Lord for 
our life is but “a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away.” She brought 
along her friend, Rotha, who has 
attended True Faith youth 
meetings before. He is still an 

unbeliever. We thank God for the time of sharing from God’s Word and 
prayer before our dinner fellowship.  
 
God-willing, I will be back to minister to our Cambodian brethren. Would 
you pray about joining me to be a blessing to them? May God make us a 
blessing. Amen. 
 
 

************************ 
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Lively Hope BPC celebrated her 5th Anniversary on 31st January 2016. 
Five years ago, the church started with only Pr John Saray, his wife 
Lydia and their two children, Jonathan and Melissa. Since then, Pr John 
and Sis Lydia have been reaching out to the neighborhood with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Lord gave the increase and the church 
worship service is now attended by about 20 worshippers every Lord’s 
Day. The Sunday School is held before the worship service and is 
attended by at least 50 children. These children are mainly from the 
slum areas around the church. God is good and faithful. May He continue 
to bless Lively Hope BPC. 

The theme of this year’s Anniversary was “Continue in the Faith” based 
on Colossians 1:23. This verse reminds us that we are to keep trusting in 
the Lord, and to press on in holy living and in bearing a good testimony 
for Christ. We are not to be lethargic in our faith but to continue to 
walk close with God each day. The Anniversary Service was well attended 

by more than 70 worshippers (including children). 
Both the sacraments (Water Baptism and Lord’s 
Supper) were administered. We were happy to 
witness the baptism of 22-year-old Seng Sokas. 
After the Service, we had a group photo taken for 
remembrance’s sake, and refreshment (chicken 
curry and bread) were served very quickly after 
the tables were brought in, and chairs rearranged. 
We thank God for a blessed Anniversary. 
 
I thank God for the opportunity to minister, on 
Monday evening, to 23 youths. I exhorted them, 
based on the topic “Remember Thy 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 30 January to           
3 February 2016”  By Rev Dennis Kwok 
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Creator” (Ecclesiastes 12:1), to remember God in His Salvation, Provision, 
and Direction. I also had a 
counseling session with Pr Thaven 
who came for the Anniversary 
Service. The counseling session 
was to guide him in his relationship 
and preparation for marriage. Do 
continue to pray for him that he 
will be prepared spiritually. I also 
went with Pr John in his regular 
home visitations to encourage and 
pray with his church members.  
 
May God continue to use Pr John and his family to be a blessing. Let us 
remember Lively Hope BPC in our prayers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

************************ 

 



37 

 

True Faith BPC 4th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service 
 
It has been four years since Pr Liv Rotha started True Faith BPC. We 
thank God for sustaining our third missions church which He had enabled 
us to support since its beginning in 2012. The Thanksgiving Service was 
held at 10.30am, and this allowed our brethren from True Gospel BPC to 
come and attend after their 9am Service. I thank God for the mutual 
understanding as well as close fellowship between these two sister 
churches. The theme of the Anniversary was, “Thank God for Spiritual 
Growth” (2 Thessalonians 1:1-3). The Lord’s Supper was also 
administered. About 40 attended this Thanksgiving Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
True Gospel BPC’s New Outreach 
 
At 2pm (after True Faith 4th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service), Pr 
Sopheak and I went to True 
Gospel’s new outreach in 
Andong Khmer village. The 
ministry at the previous 
location had ceased when 
the children stopped coming 
due to parental objection. 
This new location was about 
2 km further away from the 
previous location, although 
it was still in the same village. We thank God for this open door. About 
30 children attended the Sunday School. This new ministry was started 

Missions Trip Report: 

“Cambodia, 19 to 23 March 2016”  
By  Rev Dennis Kwok 
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two months ago. May God continue to bless this work, and help the 
children to grow spiritually.  
 
True Faith BPC’s New Outreach 
 
On the same Lord’s Day, at 4.30pm, Pr Rotha and I went to the new 
outreach which he started about a month ago. This place is called Phum 
Tnout village, about 15 minutes away from True Faith BPC. About 15 
children attended the meeting. However there is a Buddhist altar next 
to the tree where the children would gather for the meeting, and this 
makes this place not suitable for Sunday School. Buddhist worshippers 
will bow down when they passed by, and some also stopped by to offer 
joss sticks and other offerings. As such, Pr Rotha bought a small piece 
of land near this place, and he plans to build a wooden shelter so that 
the Sunday School can be held there for these children. May God be 
pleased to bless this work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

True Gospel Bible School House-to-House Evangelism 
 
On Monday, I joined True Gospel Bible School lecturers and students in 
their weekly evangelism. They usually have it on Wednesdays at 2.30pm. 
However, they changed it to Monday that week so that I can join them. 
The place they visited was about 10 minutes away from the church. They 

had been visiting this place for the past three 
months, and had built friendships with the 
residents there. Pr Sopheak also conducts a Bible 
Study for an old lady who is almost 80 years old. 
She is interested to know about the Christian 
faith but has not accepted Christ. May the Gospel 
seed planted in her heart bear fruit in due time. I 
thank God for the opportunity to witness this 
great work of evangelism. Indeed the harvest is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few. Let us pray 
for the Lord of the harvest to send forth His 
labourers into His harvest field. 
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True Faith Youth Seminar 
 
On Monday evening, I conducted a youth seminar on the topic 
“Creation” (Psalm 104). The topic was chosen because of the influence 
of the theory of evolution taught to the youths in their school. Some of 
them were confused and were led to believe that man evolves from 
monkeys. I thank God for the 
opportunity to point them to the 
Creator, and how He has created 
man in His own image. I also 
challenged them to share what 
they have learnt with their 
classmates so that they will come 
to acknowledge the Creator, and 
believe in the Lord Jesus for the 
forgiveness of their sins. 
 
Thank God for the close fellowship I had, during this trip, with the 
preachers, their families and church members. I thank God for the 
testimony of Pr Tann Heng (FEBC graduate, older brother of Bun Kouy) 
of New Life BPC (Siem Reap). He shared how he had refused to sign the 
statement of faith required by New Life BPC (Singapore) that would 
prevent him from teaching the doctrine of VPP. Pr Tann Heng prayed 
for the Lord’s guidance and wisdom, and the Spirit of God had led him 
to make his VPP stand clear to the leaders of New Life BPC (Singapore). 
In taking this stand for the perfect Bible, he was also prepared to go 
back to Kampot with his family. 
 
I also thank God for the third session of pre-marital counseling with Pr 
Thaven and Sis Sok Mey. Sis Sok Mey has been unwell for several 
months and recently she sought medical help from Phnom Penh Hospital. 
Thank God she is now on medication and is recovering. Sis Saron (Pr 
Rotha’s wife) is due to deliver her baby this May. Let us keep her in 
prayer that the delivery will be smooth. Let us also pray for God’s 
provision for Pr Rotha and Sis Saron, and that they will bring up their 
children in the fear of God. 
 
God-willing, I will be making another trip to Cambodia in May to rejoice 
with True Gospel Bible School on their second graduation exercise. Bro 
Kiet Leak and Bro Van Cheat will be graduating with their diplomas. They 
will be looking for a job after their graduation. May God continue to 
lead them and help them apply what they have learnt in the Bible School 
to serve Him more effectively in the church. Let us continue to pray for 
the Bible School that more students will come and study God’s Word.  
 

************************ 
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