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For Ernest, Caius and me, this was our third missions trip to Chiang Rai. 

The theme for this year’s Leadership Training for the Lahu pastors and 

evangelists was “The Doctrine of the Church” which included topics 

like the “Doctrine of the Bible,” “False Churches and False Teachings,” 

“Biblical Separation,” and “Sacraments.” This was the fifth year of the 

six-year Leadership Training Program. 

 

There were evening services held at 8 pm 

every night. The theme for the evening 

services was “What does it mean to 

believe in Jesus?” based on 2 Timothy 1:8 

and 12. On Monday, the first evening, we 

began with an opening address to all 

Bethel Development Centre (BDC) children, their parents, the invited 

evangelists and pastors. The evening ended with refreshment and 

fellowship around the table. 

 

On the second day at 8.30am, Pstr 

Dennis led the 30-minute morning 

devotion. The theme for the morning 

devotions was “What does it mean 

to follow Jesus?” Nine more 

Myanmar Lahu pastors and 

evangelists came to join us in the 

leadership training. They arrived late 

in the afternoon after having crossed 

the northern border of Thailand which took about 1½ hours to BDC. 

Due to strict immigration laws, they were only allowed a three-day visa 

in Thailand. They had to return to Myanmar by Thursday. There were 

three sessions daily: two in the morning (9am to 10.30am, and 11am to 

12.30pm), and one in the afternoon (2pm to 3pm). There was a Q-&-A 

session at the end. While Pstr Dennis taught, Bro Billy did the 

translation into the Lahu language. Sis Warunee assisted by typing out 

the key points onto her laptop and then projecting onto a screen so that 



the students could understand better. Another change we saw this year 

was the addition of a daily test instead of one examination on the final 

day. This arrangement was made so that the Myanmar Lahu pastors and 

evangelists can be tested on what they had just learnt. To lighten Billy’s 

load, Warunee interpreted the morning devotions and the evening 

services. 

 

For the evening service, everyone (including the children) gathered 

again for a time of worship, singing and song presentations. They were 

diligent in their song practices and presented a different Lahu song each 

evening to praise the Lord. 

 

On the third and fourth day, Pstr Dennis continued to teach the pastors 

and evangelists. From the Q-&-A sessions held in the afternoon, we can 

see that they were interested in learning God’s Word. They raised 

certain questions about Charismatism, infant baptism, Christian music, 

etc. I thanked God for the opportunity to minister to about ten teenage 

girls on Thursday evening before the evening service. I shared from 1 

Timothy 4:12: “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 

of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 

purity.” I shared that as young Christian girls, they should not waste 

their youth by seeking worldly things. They ought to study and meditate 

on the Word of the Lord, be 

exemplary in their Christian 

conduct, love one another, make 

good use of their spiritual gifts, 

show genuine faith and keep their 

bodies pure. In doing so, they 

honour God and God will bless 

them in return.��

 

 

 

On the final day, Pstr Dennis taught on the sensitive topic of 

“Sacraments.” It was a sensitive topic because most of the pastors and 

evangelists are Baptists, and they believe strongly in immersion as their 

baptism mode. They also do not practise infant baptism. As such, it was 

with much prayer that Pstr Dennis taught this topic. Having gone 



through the same struggle and much study 

on this topic taught by Billy earlier this year, 

Elder Chalaw also tried to explain that 

sprinkling is taught in the Bible and not 

immersion. Although they had a much 

clearer picture about baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper, only a few were convicted and 

many still needed to study more to be 

convicted. They needed time to break away 

from what they were taught by the early American Baptist missionaries 

and pastors, and to submit themselves to the sole authority of God’s 

Word. May God help them. 

 

The final examination was held in the 

afternoon. 8 out of the 13 students 

completed all the tests and final examination. 

They all passed, with the highest mark being 

97.5. I was especially encouraged to see an 

old granny taking the examination though 

many others were 

unable to read and 

write like her. Some were just simply afraid to 

take the examination. We pray that more will 

“dare” to take the examination next time, God 

willing. In the evening was the Thanksgiving 

Service and Testimony Night. The students were 

presented with Certificates of Merit (for those who passed) and 

Certificates of Attendance (for those who attended but did not take the 

tests and examination.) All in all, we thank God that there were about 

30 students who attended the Leadership Training Program. Children 

and adults presented their songs of praise to the Lord. We also had the 

Lord’s Supper in remembrance of our Lord’s death and resurrection. 

The students then gave their testimonies of praise and thanksgiving to 

the Lord. I was encouraged when one pastor shared that even though we 

spoke in different languages, we are all bound by the Lord’s love and 

the Word of God. 

 



On Sunday, there was a morning 

service at 11am chaired by Billy. It 

was the last message by Pstr Dennis. 

He spoke from James 1:19-27 on what 

it meant to be doers of God’s Word 

and not hearers only. The service was 

well attended and the Lord’s Supper 

was also served. After the service, 

Elder Chalaw said a birthday prayer 

for a mute girl named Dorca. Pstr Dennis gave a short sharing from 

Psalm 127:3 to encourage the parents to give thanks for their children 

always and to commit them to the Lord. Then Pstr Dennis prayed for 

her. After the final handshakes, we took a photo with Elder Chalaw and 

his family together with Billy and Warunee. 

 

Personally, I thanked the Lord for this missions trip where each one of 

us had a part to play. Ernest and Caius 

enjoyed their moments with the BDC 

children with all the sand and mud. They 

also had the 

opportunity to 

see how the 

children stayed 

together in the BDC dormitories. I hope 

these experiences will enrich their lives and 

that they will appreciate God’s blessings on 

us in Singapore. We also had 

wonderful fellowship 

with Elder Chalaw, 

Warunee and Billy. May 

God bless the BDC 

ministry and help all who 

heard the Word to be truly 

servants after His own 

heart and to practise what 

they have learnt. Amen. 
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