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In our study of the theme “Suffering for Christ, we have already considered several 
important topics: We first explained and defined the meaning of suffering; we then 
saw how every believer must suffer and that it is God’s calling for us as Christians to 
suffer. We also looked at our response to suffering where we must not be afraid to 
suffer, and we must rejoice even in suffering.  
 
Having the right response to suffering is important and not only are we exhorted to 
rejoice in the midst of suffering, we are also reminded to glorify God even when we 
face with sufferings.  
 
To glorify God means to ascribe glory to God. It describes the extoling of God’s 
name and the exalting of God’s person. It is to show forth the greatness and the 
majesty of God. When we enjoy comfort and rest, praise and thanksgiving often come 
more naturally to us. When we experience deliverance from trials or healing from 
diseases, it is not difficult to attribute glory to God’s name. Yet the Apostle Peter 
reminds us that when we go experience sufferings as a Christian, we must glorify 
God.  
 
In the present context, Apostle Peter spoke of the fiery trials Christians must suffer 
(v12). The expression “fiery trial” comes from the root word “burning” and it 
describes the intense burning of a painful experience. Yet when a Christian goes 
through such sufferings, he should not consider it something that is strange or 
unusual. It is expected and normal for Christians to suffer.  
 
Having also reminded Christians to make sure that they are suffering for Christ and 
not for unrighteousness sake (v.15), he then encourages Christians to glorify God 
even in the midst of suffering.   
 

1) Glorify God as a Christian (v.16) 
 
The word “ashamed” here means to feel disgrace or to feel ashamed as if one has 
done something wrong. Peter exhorts the Christians not to feel ashamed or to feel 
disgraced when one goes through sufferings. When a Christian suffers not because of 
wrong doing, there is nothing to be ashamed of. 
 
Some may feel ashamed in suffering for various reasons. For one, they may feel 
ashamed because the world would often regard suffering as something that is 
shameful. The world have their own definition of those things which are glorious. 
They would glamorise riches, wealth, comfort and luxury. Yet if one were to 
experience trials, or to endure sufferings, such things would be regarded as shameful. 
The world may not sympathise and even mock at those going through calamity. 
During such times, some Christians may feel ashamed because they are excluded 
from amongst the rich and powerful.  
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Sadly, some may be ashamed because of they are ashamed of God. They may 
question and wonder why following Christ would still result in such sufferings and 
afflictions. Some may not have counted the cost of following Christ and are caught by 
surprise when they realise that they too have a cross to carry. In this way, they may be 
ashamed that following Christ is not an easy path to take. Some may end up bitter, 
where their lips are filled with murmuring and complaining. 
 
Instead of being ashamed in suffering for Christ, Peter exhorts us to glorify God when 
we suffer as a Christian. It is noteworthy, that the phrase, “let him” is written in the 
imperative. This means that this is a command or a strong exhortation. This reminds 
us that it is a conscious choice one may make where one decides to glorify God. It 
must be a resolve, and it must be an exhortation we must take heed of. Living a 
Christian life must be deliberate, it must not merely be based on feelings or the 
emotions.  
 
To “glorify God” means attributing glory and majesty to God. It means to declare and 
proclaim God’s glory. We are reminded of the example and testimony of Job in 
Scriptures, where even in the midst of sufferings, he glorified God and praised God 
with his lips. In Job 1:20, 21, the Bible says, “Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, 
and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, And said, 
Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” In Job 13:15, 
Job also declared, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine 
own ways before him.” We frequently see in the Psalms how even when various 
psalmist were going through great struggles, they were still able to declare the 
greatness and glory of God and magnify God’s name (e.g. Psalm 34).  
 
To glorify God also means that God must be glorified through our testimony and our 
witness. It is not only the proclamation of praise with our lips where we glorify God, 
but it is also through a testimony of faith and hope where God is glorified. Earlier in 
verse 14, Peter expressed how the “spirit of glory and of God resteth” in those who 
are suffering for Christ’s sake. While we are still in the mortal flesh, the glory of God 
which rests in us is manifested in our life of faith in God. This is how it may be said 
that, “on your part he is glorified.” 
 
Peter explains that when we glorify God, we must glorify God “on this behalf.” “On 
this behalf” points specifically to suffering as a Christian. It specifically identifies 
why we are suffering and what we are suffering for – we are suffering as Christians. 
The word “Christians” used here is significant, as this is one of three occasions where 
this word is used in the Bible. The first occasion where this word was used was in 
Acts 11:26. This word was used to identify those who were followers of Christ. To 
the world at that time, they saw the Lord Jesus Christ as someone who was crucified 
on the cross. They would regard the cross as an emblem of shame. Yet, for the 
Christian, the he is not ashamed to be identified with Christ. His boasting is in the 
cross (Gal 6:14), and his glory is in the Lord (1 Cor 1:31).  
 

2) Glorify God in Judgment (v.17, 18) 
 

Apostle Peter explains the reasons why Christians can and must glorify God even in 
the midst of sufferings.  
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As previously considered, the sufferings we go through are considered evidence that 
we are true disciples of Christ (v.14). The Word of God reveals to us that saints of 
old, and Christians in the Bible often go through and suffer various kinds of affliction. 
We see many who were persecuted, some experienced affliction in the body and there 
others who went through the trials of the furnace. These sufferings far from being 
evidence that they are not Christians instead show that they are disciples and 
followers of Christ.  
 
But Peter here presents another reason why we can glorify God. God is to be glorified 
in suffering because the time has come that God will bring judgment first at His own 
house. The word “time” describes the “season” which has come where God must 
bring judgment. This means that this is the expected time. We are sometimes selfish 
in that we feel we can only glorify God when there are reasons to our benefit us. But 
we ought to glorify God simply because God manifests His greatness, His being and 
His workings before man. The expression Peter used here of judgment beginning at 
the house of God is similar to the expression found in Ezekiel 9:4-6. There the 
description was of how God brought judgment first upon Jerusalem in order to purify 
His holy city. In a similar manner, the judgment described was for the purpose of 
testing and purifying the Church. Persecution kept the Church pure and the purity of 
the Church in turn manifests the glory of God.  
 
This truth should not discourage Christians, rather it encourages us by reminding us 
that God is a just God. If judgment first begins with the house of God, and God 
continues to sanctify and purify the Church even through trials and tribulations, then 
how much more God will also mete out judgment upon those who do not obey the 
gospel. This is an argument from the lesser to the greater. The truth that God judges 
his own people, is an affirmation that God will mete out just judgment upon those 
who reject the gospel of Christ. God must be glorified for He is a God of judgment.  
 
In verse 18, Peter continues to explain that if the righteous are hardly saved, then the 
ungodly and sinners will not be able to stand before God in the judgment. The word 
“scarcely” here describes something that is not easily accomplished. The truth Peter 
expresses here is that if Christians who are saved in Christ have to endure persecution 
and experience great affliction, then how much more ungodly will have to endure the 
wrath of God’s judgment. That it is not easy for a believer to be saved does not mean 
that salvation’s plan is incomplete or that Christ’s atoning work is insufficient. 
Rather, Peter is describing how if God purges the Church and refines the believer 
through fiery trials in the process of sanctification so that the Church can be a brighter 
testimony on earth, then the ungodly and sinners who have not believed in the gospel 
will surely perish in the judgment.  
 

3) Glorify God who is faithful (v.19) 
 
To reassure the Christians who are going through suffering, Peter reminds us that we 
can commit the keeping of our souls unto God. Even when one goes through severe 
trials and sufferings, because these sufferings are according to God’s will, they can 
commit the keeping of their souls unto the Lord.  
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Peter reminds us that there are sufferings that are according to God’s purpose and 
God’s will. While it may seem strange that it is God’s purpose for His children to 
suffer, Peter also states that our God is a faithful Creator.  
 
The phrase “commit the keeping” is one word in Greek. It has the idea of “placing 
before” or “setting before someone” or to “entrust for safekeeping.” It means to place 
oneself and entrust oneself unto the Lord for safekeeping. Even when Christians go 
through suffering they must entrust themselves unto the Lord. The difficulty for some 
is to be able or willing to set oneself entirely before the Lord. Are we able to rest 
ourselves upon the Lord, knowing that the Lord is able to keep us safe?  
 
The Lord is here referred to as a “faithful Creator.” God is faithful, where He never 
forsakes His own. God is describes as the “Creator.” This word is a unique word that 
is used only once in the New Testament. When God is described as the Creator, it 
speaks of God who is the wise designer, and the powerful maker of all things. God 
not only created, but as the faithful Creator, He also continues to sustain and preserve 
all things. God who is all-powerful and all wise, who designed and created the entire 
universe, is surely able to keep those who rest in Him. We again see this testimony in 
the book of Job. When God finally answered Job (Job 38-41), God revealed His 
greatness unto Job in Creation. This served both to humble Job as well as to comfort 
Job.  
 
Often times in the midst of suffering, we look at the cause of pain and suffering and 
we lose sight of the greatness of God. It is during such times where we often feel so 
helpless, fearful and greatly troubled. This is especially then that we have to learn to 
look at God our Creator. God’s creation speaks of His majesty, His design, His 
goodness and His glory. This is how we will be able to glorify God even in the midst 
of suffering. There must be a shifting of our sight where we shift from the viewing of 
the present distress unto the beholding of the greatness and glory of God.   
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Are you ashamed to be called a Christian or to suffer for Christ? What are 
some reasons why some Christians may be ashamed to be called a Christian? 
How does this shame manifest itself? How can we overcome this shame? 

 
2. How will a Christian be able to bring glory to God even through suffering? 

Have you personally experienced, or through the testimony of others seen how 
Christians even through their sufferings can bring glory to God?  

 
3. How does the judgment of God encourage a person through suffering? How 

does the judgement of God bring glory to God’s name through suffering? 
 

4. Do you find it easy or difficult to commit the keeping of your soul to God in 
the midst of suffering? What are some reasons some Christians may struggle 
to rest in the Lord?  

 
5. What thoughts fill your mind when you think of God the faithful Creator? 

How does thoughts of God the Creator comfort you even in the midst of 
suffering? What does the descriptions of God’s creation in the book of Job tell 
you about God?  


