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A Believer’s Calling to Suffer – Philippians 1:27-30 

INTRODUCTION – We have covered the meaning of what constitutes suffering for believers as they 
witness and serve Christ on earth. We have also concluded that all believers will suffer for Christ’s 
sake and it is an honour and privilege to do so. This afternoon we shall focus on the understanding 
that to suffer for Christ is a calling. The concept of suffering as a calling from God is important as it 
helps us to be more determined and conscious of the fact that there are no accidents in the 
believer’s life. A calling is something controlled and appointed by God and not by the believer, just 
like a believer being called to be single or married. It is not dependent upon his volition but the will 
of God in his life. This is also true of a person who is called into fulltime ministry. When he is 
overwhelmed during his time of service, his calling will help in stirring his heart to new love and 
inward conviction and strength, for he knows that the LORD who has called him will also sustain him 
to the end of his ministry.   

The knowledge of one’s God-ordained call provides a purpose and stability in times of adversities 
that will strengthen the believer’s resolve and steadfastness to remain faithful and true to his Saviour 
Jesus Christ to the very end.  

I. A Common Conversation – 1:27  

The word “conversation” literally means “to behave as a citizen.” In this context, it means to 
behave as a citizen of heaven on earth! This is what the gospel of Christ has accomplished in the 
believer's life. He is a spiritual person. This is one of the hallmarks of a child of God in heaven. He 
is spiritual for eternity. The apostle made this declaration very clear. He deliberately used the 
present tense to emphasize the continuity of this witness. He also used the imperative to 
emphasize that this is a command and not an option. Finally, he used the middle voice to point to 
the believer’s individual responsibility whereby no one can do it for him because he must do it 
himself since salvation is personal and individual. As the context for this command is the gospel 
of Christ, we can safely say that this is a common experience to be found in every believer's life. 
This must be the conduct that “becomes”, i.e. is worthy of one who has truly received Christ as 
his personal Lord and Saviour.  

Paul was concerned that the believers in the church in Philippi, who were very respectful and 
fond of him, might live only holy lives because Paul was present with them. They might do what 
was right to please him and not Christ. Therefore Paul declared to them that whether he was 
present or absent, they must live a life worthy of one who has believed in Christ. Paul desired to 
hear this good report from them as he languished in the Roman prison! When believers do what 
is right for righteousness sake, it becomes a conviction.  

The purpose of this heavenly behaviour is “that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel.” The purpose of this manner of life is that as one united body 
of believers, in the local church, we will all stand unmoveable together on the same truth. This 
same truth is to strive together, i.e. “to wrestle in the company with” the same people for the 
same purpose which is the faith of the gospel. This “faith” is not the individual faith that matures 
with time but the objective Christian faith that is constant as taught and revealed in Holy 
Scriptures. This is the faith that is being attacked now by the end time ecumenical movement 
where the Jesus Christ preached and taught is not the Jesus Christ of the Bible. Millions all over 
the world have believed in vain! The pure gospel must be fought for to help sinners know the 
Christ of the Bible. This cannot be done if believers are not united with one spirit and one mind, 
evidenced by the same manner of life, the holy life! 

II. A Common Token – 1:28 
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The common token, i.e. the evident proof of everyone’s destiny, is revealed. The adversaries of 
believers will be damned; whereas believers will know that they are saved and they belong to 
God. This knowledge is crucial to all especially to the believers who are able to understand. They 
need to react in the face of persecution with the determination not to be moved, even in the 
slightest, from their position of holiness and godliness. This means that they must not sin at all. 
They must view their adversaries with pity, for what they are doing against God’s children is the 
clear proof of their state of condemnation. Do not be angry with them or at them, for this leads 
to a bitter spirit which is a sin. When it comes to the believer’s personal enemies who persecute 
him because of Christ, he needs to turn the other cheek as taught by Christ in the Sermon on the 
Mount. This act of genuine humility will help his enemies experience Christ’s love and sacrifice for 
them as much as for the child of God. For the enemies it is an evident token of perdition, but to 
the child of God it is his salvation.  

Therefore all believers need not be afraid when suffering comes. [NOTE: the definition of 
suffering for Christ includes the aches and pains of growing old, being harmed by others, loss of 
wealth and health including diseases, etc.] Before salvation all humanity suffers because of sin. 
Suffering slows sinful man down so that they will commit less evil deeds. After salvation believers 
can suffer for Christ, the Son of God. This is a privilege that they must not flinch from when it 
comes. They must also not be afraid. Believers must not be afraid of evil men, life threatening 
diseases, growing old, etc. and all things or anything that causes us to be afraid that will rob us of 
our joy in Christ. We are to rejoice evermore and give thanks in all things (cf. 1Thess. 5:16-18). 
Whatever things like fear that robs believers of their joy in the LORD is a transgression. These 
things will stop believers from trusting the Lord and fear will set in as if the LORD is not able to 
help or the LORD does not care and has forgotten the child of God. That will not happen. To be 
afraid of our adversaries is a reflection of lack of faith. Be fearful of the fear that drives you far 
away from God. Let the adversaries that you face drive you closer to your heavenly Father.  

 
III. A Common Calling – 1:29 

With a common salvation and a common token it is logical that all believers need to know that 
suffering for Christ must be viewed as a common calling and not an accident that ought to be 
avoided when it comes. The nature of the suffering varies from believer to believer but all will 
suffer for Christ. Believing in Christ must also include suffering for Christ! The phrase “unto you it 
is given in the behalf of Christ” literally means “for to you [all believers] it is granted as a favour in 
the behalf of Christ.” Paul was basically saying to all believers that they need to see suffering in 
the behalf, i.e. in the place, of Christ as God’s gracious gift! This is a shocker for some but this is 
the biblical way to look at suffering to give all believers the inner strength to endure with genuine 
joy and be a holy witness for Christ. This stops the mouths from murmuring and the heart from 
self-pity! It is not just a gift but a gracious gift. The question is, in what way is it a gracious gift? 
We usually think of grace as something good for us that we do not deserve. Yet the emphasis 
here is not something “good”, as it causes us pain and suffering! This “goodness” is not to be 
understood in terms of man’s comfort but from God’s perspective. God’s perspective is that 
suffering brings about the following spiritual benefits and for these reasons they are considered 
gracious gifts in the eyes of God:  

 Draws us closer to our heavenly Father – The danger we face daily is to draw away from God 
due to sin. Suffering for Christ will drive us to Him and away from the world when we stand 
up for Christ and suffer the loss of this world; 

 Draws us farther away from the carnal world – The attractions of the world will lose their 
shine;  



Suffering for Christ 

3 

 Teaches us to lean on God and not on self – To pray without ceasing is difficult to maintain 
but becomes a daily experience because of the suffering for Christ;  

 Reminds us of our positions on earth as strangers and sojourners – Homeward/heaven 
bound and letting go of the things of this world is a priceless experience that can be learned 
only in times of suffering. Reminds us that our home is with God in heaven; 

 Experience real joy in Christ – The only way to experience real joy is in times of suffering for 
Christ the way Job did. In times of health and wealth, real joy escapes us. That joy is usually 
carnality mixed with spirituality. Having the carnality taken away through suffering for Christ 
will result in real spiritual joy; 

 True value of life is revealed – Christ-likeness is seen clearly when we suffer for Christ;  

 Thankful to God when we experience the sufficiency of His grace and mercies – Suffering for 
Christ is one of the best ways to experience how complete and full the grace and mercies of 
God is.  

These are some of the gracious gifts that every believer will receive from the LORD when they 
realize that they are not only called to believe in Christ but also to suffer for Christ’s sake.  

IV. A Common Conflict – 1:30 

The believers in Philippi witnessed the suffering for Christ that Paul endured when he was with 
them in Philippi. During Paul’s second missionary journey, he and Silas went to Philippi to preach 
the Word of God as led by the Holy Spirit. Lydia, the seller of purple, was the first convert. Soon 
after, Paul encountered a damsel who was possessed by an evil spirit who was able to divine. She 
hindered Paul’s ministry. Paul cast the evil spirit out of her. She was healed but her owners who 
made money from her divination were angry with Paul and Silas. They blamed Paul and Silas for 
causing trouble in the city and caused them to be beaten and put into prison. Acts 16:23-24 “And 
when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to 
keep them safely: 24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and 
made their feet fast in the stocks.” (full account in Acts 16:12-40) The believers in Philippi knew 
about and saw Paul being persecuted for Christ’s sake and later they heard of his imprisonment 
in Rome.  

Paul was not teaching the believers something theoretical. He was experiencing the suffering for 
Christ even as he taught the believers that to suffer for Christ is part of every believer’s calling. 
This was revealed to him by Christ Himself through the inspiration of Scriptures. This knowledge 
enabled Paul to be strong in the Lord as he endured. He shared with all believers that the 
knowledge that suffering for Christ is part of every believer’s calling to be saved is a God 
honouring perspective and privilege that will help the believer to remain steadfast and 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that his labour is not in vain, 
even in the face of the greatest suffering!  

 
APPLICATION – No man lives on earth without suffering. Life is a series of suffering to the end. This is 
the result of sin. But only the children of God have been elevated to the highest plane of suffering. 
Every child of God is called by God to suffer for Christ!  
 
This calling of the child of God stabilizes his life in Christ. He finds strength to face all trials and 
adversities because he knows that this is part of the higher calling from his heavenly Father who 
knows exactly how much he is able to bear. Inward strength to endure through the trial will be his 
experience and main stay. No matter how severe and painful the trials are, the child of God will 
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continue to glorify God because he knows that his life is a life of calling. Being called to suffer for 
Christ’s sake is the greatest honour and privilege he can ever experience on earth! It is a gracious gift 
bestowed upon all believers in Christ! 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Do you experience oneness of life at home? Please elaborate. Is it possible to have the 
oneness in church?  

2. Who are these adversaries of the believers? Do they include the Roman Catholics, 
Charismatics, Neo-evangelicals, compromisers of the faith? Are they all condemned? 

3. Can you cite an example in the Bible of a believer who did not suffer for Christ before the 
LORD took him to heaven? What about the malefactor who was crucified next to Christ, who 
believed in Christ while he was on the cross?  

4. If you had known that believing in Christ also includes suffering for Christ on earth, would you 
still have believed in Christ as your Lord and Saviour? Now that you know that this is a 
package covenant and not something that can be omitted in the believer’s life, how to do 
feel? 

5. Should the fact of suffering for Christ be included in the preaching of the gospel before a 
person accepts Christ or should this be left out until after salvation? 

 


