
 

47 

CHAPTER 10:  
MIRACLES 

WHAT: 

The genre of miracles describes a particular passage of Scripture that contains an 
account of a miracle. In the Bible, Miracles are often called “signs”, like how the 
signs on the side of the road direct the traveller to the right destination. In other 
words, a miracle always point to something greater than itself. They were not 
designed to be an end but a means to an end. Miracles were used to point the 
witnesses to God.  

Miracles are also supernatural. They are to be differentiated from works of 
providence, where God uses natural means to work out His sovereign will. Miracles 
are events whereby God works outside of the laws of nature to accomplish His will. 

Therefore, a miracle is defined as a supernatural occurrence that points towards God.  

Having this as the biblical definition of what a true miracle is, not all supernatural 
occurrences are to be considered miracles because not all of them point to God. 
Supernatural occurrences that are not miracles from God come from the devil. The 
devil, a fallen angel, also has supernatural abilities, but what he does does not point 
one to God, but rather away from Him (cf. Deuteronomy 13). The magicians of 
Pharaoh were also able to perform supernatural acts but they were not of God (Exodus 
7:11, 22; 8:7). 

WHERE: 

Miracles can be found throughout the Bible. Theologians group the miracles of the 
Bible into four epochs (periods). These are periods in time where miracles were the 
most abundant. The four epochs are: 

1. Moses/Joshua (Pentateuch and Joshua) 
2. Elijah/Elisha (1&2 Kings) 
3. Christ/Apostles (Gospels and Acts) 
4. Eschatological (Prophets and Revelation) 

However, this does not mean that all miracles only happened during this period of 
time. There are miracles recorded in the Bible that occurred outside of these periods 
(e.g. during the time of the kings where God delivered them in battle). 

Miracles can also be loosely classified into two groups: 1) Constructive, and 2) 
Destructive. Constructive miracles would refer to miracles that brought benefit and 
profit to its recipients, like the manna that fell from heaven, and the healing miracles 
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of Christ. Destructive miracles would refer to those miracles of judgment and 
condemnation of sin, like the fire and brimstone that rained upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the future judgment on the earth during the Great Tribulation.  

QUALITIES: 

1) Supernatural 

As mentioned above, miracles describe that which is supernatural. They are 
events that surpass the natural laws of physics, chemistry, biology, astronomy, 
and geology. Our duty in understanding miracles would then not be to try to 
explain these miracles scientifically, but to understand why these miracles 
were performed. If it were to be scientifically explained, then it ceases to be a 
miracle.  

This is unfortunately what the Liberals and Modernists do. The do not believe 
in miracles because they elevate their rational mind over God’s word. They 
say that since the mind cannot comprehend that which is supernatural, 
therefore, miracles cannot have happened. Therefore, they explain away 
miracles using natural and scientific means, or reject them altogether as myth. 
Some examples would be Jesus walking on stones giving the appearance of 
walking on water, and how there was a shift in the plates in the earth that 
caused the bitter waters to turn sweet during Moses’ time.  

Our attitude towards miracles must be that of reception and not questioning. 
“Let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:3). We must never elevate 
our minds above the mind of God.  

1 Corinthians 2:16 “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may 
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.” 

2) Significance (Context) 

Miracles are performed for a reason, and the duty of the Bible student is to 
find out what this reason is. Miracles are a sign. They can be used to teach a 
particular lesson. As mentioned before, miracles ultimately point the 
individual back to God. But the question to be answered then is, “How does it 
point the individual to God?” As you would have known by now, context is 
key to understanding any portion of Scripture, and it is no different for 
miracles. In order to determine the significance of a particular miracle 
performed, one must study the context in which the miracle is performed. This 
would include the biblical context, as well as extra-biblical information that 
may be helpful in understanding the culture of that time. (For example, how 
did the ten plagues impact the Egyptians in terms of their understanding of 
Jehovah versus their own gods?) 

 

 



TRUTH B-P CHURCH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 2021, Q4 

 49 

3) Authentication 

Miracles are also used to authenticate the person performing the miracle. They 
are used to prove that the individual was a messenger from God and therefore, 
whatever the person does or says is from God. This was used during the period 
of progressive revelation where the Bible had not been completed yet. The 
people of God did not have a completed canon to tell them what was and was 
not God’s word. Therefore, miracles served an important purpose to 
authenticate that what a person was saying was from God. This was true for 
Moses, Jesus, and the Apostles. (See Exodus 4:1-9.) 

FOCUS: 

1) Power of God 

Miracles are a display of God’s power. We humans are bound to the natural 
laws of this world. But God the Creator of heaven and earth, the Creator of 
these very natural laws, is not bound by them. He can choose to work within 
the bounds of these laws, but He can very well work beyond them. Miracles 
just show us how small and weak we are, and how great God is. (See Job 26). 

Psalm 97:9  “For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art 
exalted far above all gods.” 

2) Instruments of God 

Oftentimes, God uses human instruments to work out His miracles. What a 
privilege for finite men to be the vessels in which God works out His power. 
Who are men to be used by God, when God could have worked His miracles 
without the use of sinful men?  

Furthermore, being God’s ambassadors, He did not leave them to prove 
themselves ambassadors, but He gave them signs to authenticate their 
ministry. These signs authenticated the words that they spoke so that people 
would hear, turn to God, and believe. In other words, even the authentication 
itself was for the glory of God and not the messenger.  

Today, we do not have the same manifestation of power because God’s 
revelation is complete, yet God still uses us unworthy instruments to show 
forth His power, His love, and His salvation, when He could have done so 
without us. Although we may not have the gift of miracles, yet we have a far 
greater gift to authenticate our word and ministry, and that is the complete 
word of God. When what we say is in accordance to God’s word, it proves 
that we are faithful ambassadors.  

3) Deity of Christ 

In the gospels, Jesus performed miracles to show forth His deity. When Jesus 
walked on earth, the people of this world could see that He was man. But they 
had to believe that He was God as well. The miracles Christ performed 
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pointed to how He too was Creator. Just as God formed man out of the dust of 
the ground, Christ formed the eye out of the dust of the ground. Just as God 
breathed into man the breath of life, Christ raised men from the dead. Just as 
God created the whole of nature, nature obeyed Christ its Creator. Christ also 
had the power to forgive sins, and authenticated His claim with miracles 
(Mark 2:1-12).  
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ACTIVITY 9: UNDERSTANDING MIRACLES 

SAMPLE STUDY FROM MARK 8:22-26 

What is the miracle performed? Who performed this miracle? Which epoch does 
it fall under? 

 

 

 

 

What are the significances of why this miracle was performed? 

 

 

 

 

Why was this miracle performed in this manner? 

 

 

 

 

What is the principle that can be learnt from this miracle? 

 

 

 

 

How can this law be applied to my life? 

 

  


