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CHAPTER 9:         
LEGAL TEXTS 

WHAT: 

Legal texts are the passages of Scripture that pertain to the laws of God. The law of 
God was given in conjunction to His covenant with His people. Therefore, legal texts 
would be especially important to the nation of Israel. However, that being said, there 
are important lessons that we in the New Testament Church age can learn from legal 
texts as well, and we shall see how we in the Church witness can understand legal 
texts and apply it into our lives. The law of God can be divided into three categories: 
1) Moral Law, 2) Ceremonial Law, and 3) Civil Law. These different aspects of the 
law will be further elaborated upon below.  

WHERE: 

Legal texts can be found in the book of Leviticus, as well as portions of Exodus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  

QUALITIES: 

1) Moral Law 

Plainly stated, this refers to the Ten Commandments. These are the laws that 
pertain to what is right and wrong universally. It is God’s absolute standard of 
holiness and righteousness. This law is that which reflects the character of 
God. The breaking of these laws is a direct rebellion against God’s person and 
character. It is upon this law that the other two categories of law are based 
upon. 

These laws are not done away with, as antinomians believe. While Christ 
fulfilled the law by obeying it perfectly, that does not change the character of 
God. God is still a holy God and the Moral Law reveals His holy and perfect 
character to us. We are called to be conformed to the image of Christ, which is 
conformity to His law that reveals His character.  

Romans 8:29 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brethren.” 

2) Ceremonial Law 

This law applies only to the nation of Israel. These laws are meant to regulate 
a person’s relationship with the Lord. It teaches the Israelite how he can make 
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right his relationship with God, and how he ought to worship him. The laws of 
sacrifices and purification fall under this category. It teaches how the Israelite 
can worship God in the right manner under the national witness. 

There are four main types of offering found in the Bible: 1) Burnt Offering, 2) 
Sin Offering, 3) Peace Offering, and 4) Thank Offering. Details of these 
offerings can be found in the whole book of Leviticus. Leviticus 6-7 would 
provide a comprehensive description from the priest’s perspective, of what 
types of animals were permitted and how they were to be offered. A study on 
the book of Leviticus will help one understand the various sacrifices, their 
uses, and implications.  

Furthermore, besides the sacrifices, another crucial part of the ceremonial law 
was the various feasts and festivals the children of Israel were commanded to 
keep. There were three pilgrimage feasts where the people of Israel were 
commanded to journey up to Jerusalem to keep: 1) Passover (Unleaven 
Bread), 2) Pentecost (Harvest/Weeks), and 3) Tabernacles (Ingathering). 
Details of these feasts can be found in Exodus 23:14-17. 

3) Civil Law 

As the ceremonial law regulate a person’s relationship with God, the civil law 
regulates the person’s relationship with his fellow men. This regulates day-to-
day life in the nation of Israel. It is an extension of the moral law, whereby it 
teaches how the Israelite can mend the relationship with one whom he has 
sinned against. Like the ceremonial law, the civil law also only applies to the 
national witness. 

4) Blessing and Cursing 

In speaking of the law, the Bible also gives the consequences of keeping and 
breaking the law. He promises His people that in keeping the law, there will be 
blessings, and in breaking the law, there will be curses. These are especially 
found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. Note that in obedience, God’s 
blessings are poured out bountifully, but in disobedience, the cruses slowly 
increase in intensity, to give the people of Israel opportunity to repent and turn 
back to the Lord.  

5) Christ, the Fulfilment of the Law 

The New Testament tells us that Christ is the fulfilment of the law. In His 
atoning sacrifice as the sinless Lamb of God, He took away our sins. The book 
of Hebrews tells us of this fact of how the atoning work of Christ has fulfilled 
the Old Testament sacrificial system. This is especially stated in Hebrews 9-
10. In the Old Testament, the saints looked forward to Christ through the 
sacrifices and ordinances. In the New Testament, the saints look back to 
Christ’s sacrifice in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  
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FOCUS: 

1) Holiness and Separation 

When you study the legal texts, one thing you will notice repeated throughout 
is the command for the people to be holy, because God is holy (Lev. 19:2; 
20:7; 20:26; Deu. 7:6; 14:2; 14:21; 23:14, etc.). There is a strong emphasis on 
the need for the people to separate from the world unto the Lord. The reason 
for this is because of God’s holy character. The people are to be different from 
the people of this world because they are God’s people, which links to the 
point below.  

2) Covenant 

The reason why the people of Israel have the laws of God in the first place is 
because of the covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The 
establishment of this covenant points to an establishment of a relationship 
between God and Israel. For this reason, a phrase that would be commonly 
repeated in legal text would be “the LORD thy God”. This would be the 
reason that God gives for giving His laws. The people are to obey simply 
because “I am the LORD your God” (Lev. 26:13). This is also the same reason 
why we ought to obey the laws of God.  
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ACTIVITY 8: UNDERSTANDING LEGAL TEXTS 

SAMPLE STUDY FROM LEVITICUS 11:41-47        
(BONUS: TRY NUM. 15:22-29 ON YOUR OWN) 

What type of law is this? (Moral/Ceremonial/Civil) 

 

 

 

 

What does the law instruct the Israelite to do? 

 

 

 

 

What is the moral law behind this law? 

 

 

 

 

What is the principle that can be learnt from this law? 

 

 

 

 

How can this law be applied to the Christian today in the church context? 

 

  


