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CHAPTER 7: 
ESCHATOLOGY 

WHAT: 

Eschatology comes from the Greek word “ἔσχατος” (eschatos), which means “last”. 
Therefore, eschatology would refer to the study of the last things, or the study of the 
end times. This would concern the matters pertaining to the Second Coming of Christ. 
Eschatology also concerns the fulfilling of God’s promises that He had made to the 
people of Israel. Eschatology is a sub-genre of prophecy. In other words, some 
prophecies are eschatological in nature. As such, what was learnt concerning 
prophecies in the previous chapter will be applicable to eschatology as well. 
Eschatology pertains to prophecies that have not yet been fulfilled but will only be 
fulfilled at the return of Christ. 

WHERE: 

The only book that would be classified as eschatological would be the book of 
Revelation. However, the genre of eschatology can be found in many prophetic 
books, especially the books of Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel, as well as in sections of the 
New Testament, like in the Gospels, as well as in the epistles to the Thessalonians, 
and Peter’s epistles.  

QUALITIES: 

1) Nature of Eschatology 

a) Concerning Israel. One of the key elements of the Second Coming of 
Christ concerns the restoration of Israel. As we have considered in the 
previous chapter, God is a covenant keeping God, and He will fulfil His 
promises to His people. The Lord promised Abraham that extent of the land 
that his seed would occupy (Genesis 15:18). The Lord also promised David an 
eternal kingdom (2 Samuel 7:12-13). All these promises have yet to be 
fulfilled, and they will only be fulfilled at the Second Coming of Christ.  

b) Concerning the Church. Although the Second Coming of Christ concerns 
the nation of Israel, it also concerns the church. It is seen as a time where 
Christians will enjoy the consummation of their salvation.  

1 Peter 1:7-9  “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye 
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love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls.” 

It is also seen as a time where the church will be caught up and delivered from 
the present world, more of which will be spoken of below.  

c) Symbolism. Due to the nature of prophecies and eschatology, symbolic 
language is often used to convey sights and thoughts that are often beyond our 
human comprehension.  

2) Timing of Eschatology 

a) Last Days. The last days began from the First Coming of Christ. This is the 
period that we are living in today.  

Hebrews 1:1-2  “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds;” 

The last days are also a period of increasing apostasy that will ultimately 
culminate in the coming of the Antichrist.  

1 John 2:18  “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many 
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.” 

Jude 18 “How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly 
lusts.” 

b) Not Point But Period. The Second Coming of Christ is often called “The 
Day of the Lord”. However, this is not to be understood as a single day, or a 
single point. The Second Coming of Christ is an entire period of time. The 
Rapture will kick-start the entire eschatological timetable.  

c) Rapture. Rapture comes from the Latin word “raptura”, which means to 
seize. It describes the time when the Lord will take His church up to be with 
Him, and believers will be given the glorified body. This is the even that is 
described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, where the phrase “caught up” is used.  

1 Thessalonians 4:17  “Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.” 
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There are five rapture views:  

1. Pre-Tribulation. These believe that the rapture will happen before 
the Great Tribulation. This is because the Great Tribulation is seen as 
Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7), and the church is delivered from the 
wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10). This view also preserves the 
suddenness of the Second Coming of Christ, where it comes as a thief 
in a night.  

2. Mid-Tribulation. These believe that the rapture will happen in the 
middle of the Great Tribulation, before the outpouring of the wrath of 
God during the second half of the Great Tribulation. 

3. Pre-Wrath. These believe that the rapture will happen at around the 
three-quarter mark, at the trumpet judgments.  

4. Post-Tribulation. These believe that the rapture will happen after the 
Tribulation. 

5. Partial Rapture. At different points in time during the Great 
Tribulation, those who are holy will be raptured at the beginning, and 
those who are not as holy, will only be raptured at the end.  

 

(Source: Unpublished notes of FEBC on the course of Heaven and Hell by Dr. Khoo) 
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d) Great Tribulation. The Great Tribulation will be a time of where the 
Antichrist will rule over the entire world. It will be a time where God will pour 
down His wrath on the people of this world for their sins. There will be Seal, 
Vial, and Trumpet judgments. The Antichrist will make himself God, and with 
the help of the False Prophet, will cause the world to worship him. This can be 
found in the prophecy of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9). This will 
culminate in Armageddon, where the Lord will lead His saints from heaven to 
come and destroy the Antichrist and his armies, and usher in the millennial 
rule of Christ.  

e) Millennium. This is the period of 1000 years where Christ will rule on 
earth as king. This will be the time where many of the covenantal promises of 
God to Israel will be fulfilled. During this time, Satan will be bound in the 
bottomless pit. These events are spoken of in Revelation 20, as well as in 
many prophetic books.  

There are three main millennial views: 

1. Premillennial. These believe that Christ will come just before the 
millennium to begin his physical rule of a literal 1000 years on this 
earth. This takes a literal understanding of the millennium and is the 
most biblical.  

2. Amillennial. These believe that there will not be a literal 1000 year 
rule of Christ on earth, but that Christ is ruling spiritually now in the 
hearts of Christians. It is not tenable because it Satan is not bound right 
now.  

3. Postmillennial. These believe that Christ will come after the 
millennium, and that the world will become increasingly more moral 
and Christianised, until such time that it becomes suitable for Christ to 
return. This is not what is happening in the world today. 
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(Source: By Lamorak - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5744605) 
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f) New Heaven and New Earth. After the millennium, Satan will be released 
for a final rebellion, which will be put down. This present world will be 
destroyed, and God will create a New Heaven and Earth there all His 
redeemed people will dwell in. This is seen in Revelation 21.  

(Source: Theology for Every Christian by Tow and Khoo) 

 

FOCUS: 

1) Be Awake and Ready. In studying eschatology, you will see how it often calls us 
to readiness. It is not something just to be understood in the mind, but our lives must 
be awakened and we must make sure we are ready for His return. We must give an 
account to Christ for how we have been living our lives. 

Romans 13:11  “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed.” 

Matthew 24:42  “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come.” 

Matthew 24:44  “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.” 
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2 Corinthians 5:10  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.” 

2) Be Holy. We must change our lives in the present in light of what the Lord reveals 
to us will happen in the future. We must be holy.  

2 Peter 3:11  “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness,” 

3) Be Expectant. The Bible teaches us to hope for Christ’s coming. We are to wait in 
expectancy.  

2 Peter 3:12-13 “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.” 

4) Be Diligent. While we wait for His return, we must be delight to work out our 
salvation, and to work for Him.  

2 Peter 3:14  “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” 

Luke 19:13  “And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten 
pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.” 
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ACTIVITY 6: UNDERSTANDING ESCHATOLOGY 

SAMPLE STUDY FROM REVELATION 20:1-4 

Which period in the eschatological timetable does this fall under? 

 

 

 

 

What is the passage speaking about concerning that particular time period? 

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about the coming of Christ?  

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about how I can be ready for Christ’s return? 

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about the hope that I have in Christ’s return? 

  


