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CHAPTER 6:      
PROPHETS 

WHAT: 

The prophetic genre includes portions of Scripture that concern the future from the 
time in which it was written. Prophetic books were written by prophets who were sent 
by God to foretell the future, and forth tell teachings from the Lord (usually rebuke).  

WHERE: 

There are two portions of prophetic books, 1) the Major Prophets (Isaiah to Daniel), 
and 2) the Minor Prophets (Hosea to Malachi). Prophetic portions of Scripture are 
also found in other portions of Scripture, both in the Old and the New Testament. For 
example, we see prophecies in the dreams that Joseph interpreted (Genesis 41). We 
also see prophecies in the book of Acts in people like Agabus (Acts 11:28; 21:10). 

QUALITIES: 

1) Foretell and Forth-tell 

a) Foretell: Tell the future. There will be portions of prophetic books that 
speak of things concerning the future. This could be the immediate future from 
the perspective of the writer, or prophecies of more distant future.  

b) Forth-tell: Tell the truth revealed to them by God. More often than not, this 
would be in the form of rebuke. The prophets were sent to His people by God 
during the times when the people were far from Him. The people rebelled 
against God by worshipping other gods, and God would send His prophets to 
rebuke His people for their specific sins. Forth-telling would also include the 
threat of judgment for sin if they choose to continue in sin.  

2) Prophescope. Prophecies in Bible, unlike narratives, are not always arranged in a 
chronological manner. Sometimes, the prophet will speak of something that is 
happening in his current situation, followed by something that will happen in the 
distant future, and then something that would happen in the immediate future. This is 
an important thing to note in interpreting prophecies so as to obtain the most accurate 
interpretation. To describe this phenomenon, Rev Timothy Tow coined the word 
“Prophescope” (a prophetic-telescope). Traditionally, theologians would call this the 
“Double Lens” or “Cosmic” perspective, as depicted in the image below: 
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(Source: Theology for Every Christian by Tow and Khoo) 

3) Division. Prophetic books contain the prophecies that a prophet had made during 
the period of his lifetime. Within a prophetic book, it may contain one or more unique 
prophecies. Prophecies did not come all the time, nor did they necessarily shortly 
follow one after the other. This means that between any two prophecies, there would 
be a space of time. Sometimes, this length of time is revealed to us like in Haggai, 
while in other instances the length of time is not given. This is important because 
different periods of time would have different issues or sins that the prophet was 
dealing with. What was true for one period of time may not be true for the next period 
of time. Therefore, it is crucial for us to understand the divisions of the various 
prophecies found within prophetic books, and study them individually.  

4) Prophets 

a) Office of a Prophet. Prophets were called directly by God to do the 
prophetic work. As mentioned earlier, this work was to foretell and forth-tell. 
This office is unique and distinguished from the office of the Priest. Prophets 
were not sent to teach the people the law of God like the Priests were to do (2 
Chronicles 15:3). The Prophets were sent primarily to rebuke and to 
encourage, based upon a presupposition that the people already have at least 
some knowledge of the law of God. They stand as representatives of God to 
pass judgment upon the people based on their disobedience of the law.  

b) Life of a Prophet. The life of a Prophet of God was a difficult one. God 
used their lives as real-life illustrations to teach the people of God. For 
example, Ezekiel was told to lie on his side for hundreds of days, and to eat 
bread that had baked in dung. He was also told that the Lord would take away 
his wife and he was not supposed to mourn for her. Hosea was told to marry a 
harlot, and to buy her back despite her adultery. The Prophets had to do all 
that the Lord commanded them to do, despite how ridiculous it seemed to 
others or even to themselves. They had to simply obey.  

c) Qualities of a True Prophet. Deuteronomy 13 and Deuteronomy 18:21-22 
are the passages that tells us how we can determine who a true Prophet is. The 
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qualities of a true Prophet are: 1) His prophecy must come to pass, and 2) even 
if his prophecy comes to pass, but he leads others away from God, he is a false 
Prophet. 

5) Background. Prophecies are set in particular time periods of Israel’s history. They 
do not stand out of connection with the historical books of the Bible. As such, 
knowing when these books are written and understanding the historical books of the 
Bible can aid in the understanding of the prophetic books. The time where the books 
are written can usually be found at the beginning of the prophetic books where the 
Bible would mention when the particular Prophet ministered (e.g. during the reign of 
which kings). However, that being said, there are some prophetic books like Joel, 
which do not mention when it was written. For such books, an educated guess can be 
made based upon the content of the prophecy and the kinds of sins that were 
addressed. That being said, it is only a guess at best, and where the Bible is silent, it is 
wise that we do not further speculate as well.  

FOCUS: 

1) Faithfulness of God 

a) In fulfilling prophecies. In the study of prophecies, we will see how God’s 
word is absolutely true, and whatever He says will surely come to pass. He is 
the God whose word is absolutely certain and His counsels immutable 
(Hebrews 6:13-18). He is powerful to fulfil His word. 

b) In keeping His covenant with His people. God did not cast away His people 
because of their unfaithfulness towards Him, though He had every right to. 
Instead, He continued to chastise and lead them back to Himself 
(Deuteronomy 7:9). 

2) Eschatology. The study of prophecies will help us to understand what will happen 
in the end times when Christ comes again. Although not all prophecies concern the 
second coming of Christ, a great number of them speak of it. We will study more into 
this particular genre in the next chapter. 

3) Rebuke of Sin. Since the prophetic books were born out of the God’s initiative to 
cause the people to see their sin and return unto the Lord, large portions of these 
books will speak about the rebuke of sin. These portions of Scripture are opportunities 
for us to examine our own lives, to see if we have sinned against the Lord, and return 
to Him.  

4) Change the Present. Prophecies are given to us by God to help us change our lives 
in the present in light of the prophecies that have been revealed. God gave the dream 
to Pharaoh to reveal to him the years of famine and plenty, and Joseph was not just to 
interpret the dream, but to counsel Pharaoh to store up during the times of plenty 
(Genesis 41). Likewise, as you study prophecies, do not just accumulate head 
knowledge of the prophecy, but think about how you can change your life in the 
present in light of the prophecy.  
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ACTIVITY 5: UNDERSTANDING PROPHECY 

SAMPLE STUDY FROM DANIEL 11 

What is the context in which this prophecy is given? 

 

 

 

Is this passage about forth-telling or foretelling? 

 

 

Has this prophecy been fulfilled? 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about God’s faithfulness? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about the second coming of Christ? 

 

 

 

How does this passage rebuke me of my sin? 

 

 

 

How does the knowledge of this prophecy impact my life in the present? 


