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CHAPTER 11:         
BIBLE AIDS 

OVERVIEW 

At the point of our salvation, we begin our life of faith in Christ. As newborn babes in 
Christ, our limited understanding of God’s word requires time for us to grow in the 
knowledge of God’s word. As Hebrews 5:12-14 states, there are doctrines described 
as meat doctrines, that are harder to grasp and would take the growth of our spiritual 
maturity to understand ordained that those who are more spiritually mature are to help 
those who may be lacking in their understanding of God’s word (cf. Titus 2:1-8). God 
has ordained pastors and teachers primarily to fulfil this duty of teaching.  

2 Timothy 2:2  “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.” 

In our lifelong pursuit of our understanding of Scripture, we draw on this supply that 
God has given to us. The primary help to our understanding of Scripture must come 
from those who are spiritually mature in the church, especially the church leaders. 
Secondarily, the Lord has also provided a great “cloud of witnesses” who have gone 
before us, many of whom though dead speak through the writings they have left 
behind. These, too, are provisions from God to aid us in our understanding of 
Scripture. That being said, much discernment must be exercised in the usage of these 
materials. as it is said in 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world.” 

In this final section, we will be considering the kinds of extra-biblical materials that 
can help us in our understanding of Scripture, and some of the dangers that we must 
be careful of. These aids would include maps, commentaries and devotionals, visual 
aids, encyclopaedias, and lexicons. 

These Bible aids can be loosely categorised into two groups: 1) Theological, and 2) 
Historical and Lexical. The first group would be the kinds of aid that would have to 
do with the interpretation of Scripture, thus having a more direct impact on our 
understanding of Scripture. The second group would be the kinds of aid that may be 
factual in nature, but yet must be still guarded against as these facts may be 
interpreted with unbiblical presuppositions. We shall look at these two groups 
individually.  
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TYPE 1: THEOLOGICAL 

COMMENTARIES AND DEVOTIONALS 

Commentaries and devotionals are basically explanations and expositions of the 
Scripture. They are writings that help clarify and expound passages of the word of 
God. Generally speaking, commentaries may emphasise more on the explanation, 
while devotionals emphasise more on the application. Commentaries and devotionals 
can also be found in the footnotes of study Bibles. Some good commentaries would 
include commentaries of John Calvin, John Gill, Matthew Poole, Matthew Henry, 
Albert Barnes, and Adam Clarke. Some good devotionals would include our Read 
Pray Grow (RPG), Daily Remembrancer (Smith, edited by Tow), 365 Daily 
Devotionals (Koshy), Morning and Evening (Spurgeon), and Faith’s Checkbook 
(Spurgeon).  

While these commentaries and devotionals are generally considered good, they still 
have their weaknesses and may even be erroneous in some areas. Therefore, it is vital 
that we be discerning in the materials we use to aid us in the understanding of 
Scripture. We must have the attitude of the Berean Christians. 

Acts 17:11  “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.” 

What does it mean to exercise discernment when using these Bible aids? Exercising 
discernment can be boiled down into one singular concern: Does this interpretation 
glorify God or does it demean Him? And how we can go about determining this is: 

1) Check whether the interpretation is in line with Scriptures. 
2) Be aware of the author’s weaknesses and guard against them.4 
3) Take the good and learn from it, and reject the bad. 
4) If unsure, check with your church leaders. They are responsible for your 

spiritual wellbeing. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
4 Rev Joseph Poon from BPCWA has compiled a list of strengths and weakness of various 

commentators. This list can be found on the home page of their church website, under the notes for part 
3 of the series “How to Get More out of Your Bible Study”. The PDF can be found here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B54sG_Vz2G7tUXBwTmR4OXpJLVE/view?resourcekey=0-
rvWOH7_IY7JH3YMlzQJ5JA  
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TYPE 2: HISTORICAL AND LEXICAL 

MAPS AND GEOGRAPHY 

Biblical maps can be found in the appendices of many Bibles, or can be found online. 
Bible atlases would provide more detailed information. A good Bible atlas would be 
The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, and another useful resource would be Rose Book of 
Bible Charts, Maps, and Time Lines. Understanding the maps and the geographical 
characteristics of the Bible lands can help us in our understanding of Scripture, 
especially when dealing with location-sensitive passages. It may give us greater 
insight into these passages.  

For example, when David was running away from King Saul, David hid in Engedi. In 
1 Samuel 24, David cut off the skirt of Saul while he was uncovering his feet. 
However, something unusual happened after that. How was David able to converse 
with Saul without Saul immediately coming after him to kill him, knowing the rage of 
Saul? One possible explanation could be due to the fact of the geography of Engedi. 
Engedi is a spring in the desert, with two rock-faces facing each other with a valley in 
between. These two rock-faces are close enough to each other such that if one were on 
one side of the rock-face, and another on the other side, they would still be able to 
converse. However, to get to the other side, they would have to go down to the valley 
and up the rock-face again, which would take time. This could possibly be why they 
were able to converse.  

Another example would be during the fight against Goliath in 1 Samuel 17. How was 
Goliath able to speak and defy the armies of Israel forty days such that all of the 
armies of Israel could hear him? This was due to the geography of the valley of Elah, 
where they were gathered for battle. The valley of Elah was a gentle valley (like a 
shallow bowl), giving it an acoustic like that of an amphitheatre. A person at the 
bottom of the valley could easily speak to someone at the top of the hill with ease. 
These are just some examples of how geography helps us in our understanding of 
Scripture. 

However, that being said, while maps and geography are good, some caution must be 
taken in handing maps and geography:  

1) Scriptures must take precedence over these extra-biblical materials. Principles 
must be drawn from the text and not from geography. Geography provides the 
aid to give possible explanations to the text.  

2) Not all locations in maps may be accurate. There are some locations that may 
not be certain. For these, usually a question mark will be placed beside the 
name of the location.  

3) Maps depicting the journeys of Bible characters must be used carefully. Not 
all follow the biblical account accurately. Some of these are influenced by 
modern-day textual critical methods. One example of this would be the 
Exodus, where many maps depict a crossing of the Reed Sea (a shallow body 
of water), instead of the Red Sea. Check carefully against the biblical account 
before using. 



TRUTH B-P CHURCH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 2021, Q4 

 55 

VISUAL AIDS 

Illustrations help our understanding of Scripture. Sometimes, when we read about 
certain things in the Scripture, it may be hard for us to visualise and fully comprehend 
what we are reading, especially when we read about descriptions of buildings, items 
or scenes. This is where visual aids can come in to help us in our understanding of 
Scripture. Visual aids are especially useful when teaching children. One useful free 
resource for visual aids for teaching children can be found at: 
https://www.freebibleimages.org/. Other resources for visual aids can be found in 
Bible encyclopaedias like the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  

However, that being said, there are some things that must be cautioned in the use of 
visual aids: 

1) Accuracy. Many visual aids are inaccurate in their depiction of the Bible 
accounts. We must be very deliberate and careful to check each picture that it 
aligns with Scripture. We do not want to have a wrong understanding or 
impression of the Bible, much less teach wrongly. Children are also very sharp 
and quick to capture these inaccuracies.  

2) Artist’s Impression. Visual aids are representations of how the artists interpret 
the biblical text. There may be some things not mentioned in the text that the 
artist has to supply. As such, some visual aids would include information that 
is not stated in Scripture, and thus should be used with extreme caution or not 
used at all. Where the Bible is silent, we should also be silent and simply teach 
what it says. We can only arrive at a possible depiction. This is especially so 
for prophetic visions. 

3) Any graven image. In depicting Christ, we must take extreme caution. We do 
not know how Christ looks like, and any visual representation of Christ would 
be a misrepresentation and should be avoided. While it is true that we can 
explain that this is not how Christ actually looks like, images have lasting 
impressions on the mind that cannot be easily gotten rid of. 

ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 

Encyclopaedias would be the most comprehensive Bible tool that provides vital extra-
biblical information. Encyclopaedias contain definitions, maps, explanations of 
manners and customs, background of books (when it was written and historical 
background), background of cities, background of Bible characters, etc. They provide 
factual information about Bible topics. A comprehensive and useful encyclopaedia 
would be the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE). 

While encyclopaedias provide a rather objective explanation of terms, they are 
sometimes interpreted and explained in light of certain presuppositions. Therefore, 
one must be careful in the usage encyclopaedias. 

1) For factual elements, check against other encyclopaedias and sources to 
determine their veracity.  

2) For interpretative elements, be aware of the editor’s theological persuasions 
and understand that they may show themselves in the explanations of the 
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factual elements and guard against them. This is especially true for theological 
definitions.  

3) Understand that there may be differing views, like the dates in which certain 
books were written. Some of these may be due to an influence of textual 
criticism, while in other cases it may be that both views are biblically tenable.  

LEXICONS 

Lexicons are dictionaries, and they provide definitions of words specifically in the 
original languages of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. For Hebrew and Aramaic, we use 
the Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (BDB), and for Greek, we use 
Thayer’s Lexicon, Louw-Nida Lexicon, Bauer-Danker-Arndt-Gingrich Lexicon 
(BDAG), and the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (TDNT). In recent 
times, it has become increasingly available for laymen to access these lexicons 
without needing to have the knowledge of the original languages. While this has 
brought benefits, this has also brought many concerns. It is one thing to know the 
definitions of individual words in a language, but another to understand it in its proper 
syntax, grammar, and context. Many use the lexical definitions simply as words they 
can use to substitute and interchange at will. Grammar and syntax is also done away 
with since the individual does not know the language. This can be dangerous because 
there are words, especially in Hebrew, whose definitions are different according to the 
grammar and one who does not know the language is at risk of misunderstanding the 
Bible. On top of this, many of these lexicons are produced by liberals, and can have 
liberal ideology in them (like the JEDP theory). What are some principles that can 
guide us in the use of these lexicons? 

1) Understand that language is more than just vocabulary. Knowing the language 
is vitally important. Therefore, if one does not know the language, one should 
not use lexicons unadvised or unsupervised. This can be dangerous, and can 
cause one to come to conclusions about the text of Scripture that 
grammatically unsound and even erroneous. It is one thing to misunderstand 
Scripture, and it is another thing to teach this misunderstanding as gospel 
truth. 

2) If one uses these lexicons with the help of someone who knows the languages, 
then one must be cautious of the theological presuppositions of its editors. 
While definitions of words are factual, the interpretation of the factual 
information must be carefully examined.  


