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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

PSALM 66 – PRAISING GOD! (Part A) 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm.” It was generally perceived that this psalm was written 

by David since the preface is similar to Psalm 65, minus David’s name. Psalm 66 is a song of worship 

and praise to God. May our heart be found in the right frame mind and heart to praise the most high 

God, our Creator and Redeemer, the one living and true God. Let us count it a joy and privilege to be 

able to praise Him as His people. 

 

There are 4 outlines dividing the psalm. First, the call to praise God (verses 1 to 4). Second, praise 

God because of historical deliverances (verses 5 to 7). Third, praise God because of personal 

deliverances (verses 8 to 15). Fourth, praise God because of His mercy (verses 16 to 20). May the Holy 

Spirit be our Teacher as we learn from this psalm. 

 

II. THE CALL TO PRAISE GOD (verses 1 to 4) 

 

Verse 1, “Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:” 

 

Make a joyful noise is one word in Hebrew and is a direct contrast to keeping silent. It is like an alarm 

bell that has been activated. Alarm is supposed to be loud. It is not soft. It is not quietly making a little 

sound and then stop without anyone notices. No, it is going to be loud, attention seeking, and some-

thing that no man can ignore. It wakes up everyone who has been slumbering, sleepy or sleeping. And 

it stops all of them from doing what they are doing. And this is a high call and command to gather 

everyone to come and make a loud noise. And it is a noise that is happy, glad and rejoicing. A joyful 

noise unto God. Not unto man, not unto the creation but unto God, the Creator, the all-powerful God. 

 

The “land” refers to the people of the earth. The same word “land” is found also in verse 4 but in 

another form “earth.” The earth and land are the same word. In other words, it is a call to all the people 

of the whole world to come and praise God. Praise is not a hush-hush matter. There is nothing to be 

ashamed of. It is something everybody should be doing. All must come and praise God. 

 

Verse 2, “Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.” (synonymous parallel-

ism) 

 

It is another command given here, not an option. Everyone is to sing forth the honour of God’s name. 

By synonymous parallelism, it is to make His praise glorious. What does it mean? Praising God must 

be from the heart. It is not given some external coating in order to make it sound nice and good, or 

majestic and grand. If you were to do that, the inside would be hollow, and empty. 

 

How to sing forth the honour of God’s name and how to make his praise glorious? You must know 

God and what His name means. This knowledge is to be received from inside out. It must be because 

of conviction of what God has done and who He is to you based upon the Holy Scriptures. And all 

because of gratitude, thanksgiving, the fear of God and the reverence for the Creator above us who 

knows all things and sees all things, we praise Him. We want to sing the honour of His name. We want 

to make His praise glorious. The content of our singing and praise is full of substance. The entire focus 

is on God and what He has done. Praise Him and sing and make Him known to the whole world. 

Spurgeon says, “It is our glory to sing the glory of God.” We sing to His glory. Our worship, and praise 

must all be done to glorify Him. 
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Verse 3, “Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatness of thy power 

shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Praise is to God and so say unto God, not man, not anyone whom you admire. This is praise to God 

and Him alone. And we are to say, “How terrible art Thou in Thy works!” God is terrible. Not terrible 

to the point of hating Him or disgusted about Him. No, it is the awe and fear that should make all of 

us be very frightened. There is a place for the fear of God in our heart. As much as we want to fill our 

heart with the love of God, with His grace and peace which is not wrong, but the aspect of fearing God 

must have an important place within us. 

 

The reason is because our flesh is weak. We are prone to sin and with the fear of God, we will keep in 

check all the time. Why? Because God is holy. He is righteous. He is pure and clean. When we become 

unholy, unrighteous, impure and unclean, we feel very dirty and we feel worse inside us, isn’t it? Our 

conscience becomes disturbed and unrest. The only cure is the fear of God. The fear of God will stop 

us from becoming unholy, unrighteous, impure and unclean. 

 

We fear God for His works. What works? By synthetic parallelism, His works is seen in His power 

over the enemies. Even the enemies shall submit themselves to Him. This is not conversion. The 

psalmist is not saying that God has caused the enemies to repent and therefore they believed in God 

and became God’s people. Their submission is to be understood as whatever they tried to plan and do 

has no power at all to go against God’s will. In other words, nothing goes through. They did not plan 

to submit but to rebel. But whatever they plan somehow ‘submit’ to God. Because without His per-

mission and approval, nothing goes through. Their evil plan kowtows to God. Nothing they do is able 

to destroy God’s way. That’s the greatness of God’s power. Do you believe? 

 

Verse 4, “All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. 

Selah.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

You and I have been called to praise God. This will be our main activity in heaven. We got to start 

rehearsing now. We got to start practicing now. Let us enjoy worship now. We got to work on our heart. 

We must give our whole heart to God. And the way to work on our heart is by knowing God’s Word 

more and more and then asking God for wisdom how to apply to our heart and life. Let us answer the 

call now to worship God, to sing unto Him and to His holy name. 

 

III. PRAISE HIM BECAUSE OF HISTORICAL DELIVERANCES (verses 5 to 7) 

 

Verse 5, “Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of 

men.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

We give specific praise for what God has done especially those recorded for us in His Holy Word. One 

such account of God’s great work done unto His people was the Exodus. This is something which 

every Jew must never forget. It is an account of God’s greatness shown unto the children of Israel over 

the greatness of the Egyptians who tried to destroy them. And the purpose why they must never forget 

is because this same God is still watching over His own today. 

 

The psalmist commanded the people to come and see the works of God. He probably pointed them to 

the land on which they were standing which is the Promised Land. This land was given by God. And 

how God placed this land into the hands of His people. And it goes all the way back to the time of 

Moses (verse 6) and Joshua (verse 7). 
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Verse 6, “He turned the sea into dry land: they went through the flood on foot: there did we 

rejoice in him.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

After the 10 terrible plagues in Egypt, the land of bondage, Moses finally was able to lead the children 

of Israel and delivered them from their great suffering. And as they wandered into the wilderness, they 

stopped before the Red Sea. And it was at this time, they saw the Egyptian army coming after them 

that they began to panic. Behind them was this powerful Egyptian army and in front of them is this 

Red Sea. It was a dead end! When Moses lifted his rod and stretched out his hand over the sea, the sea 

in front of them was divided. And there was a dry path leading to the other side of the sea. And as they 

passed, they saw the walls of sea on both sides, the left and the right. And all passed through to the 

other side safely. 

 

Indeed God was the One who turned the sea into dry land. They went through the flood on foot. In 

other words, God saved them. God delivered them. It was a miracle. It was God’s doing. After the last 

man of Israel’s camp arrived on the other side of the sea safely, and while the Egyptian armies were 

still crossing the Red Sea on dry land, God caused the waters to close back. And the Egyptian armies 

perished. And what was the response of the people after they saw all these that happened? They re-

joiced. Every Jew would identify will all those who are present in that spectacular account how God’s 

greatness was manifested. It was for the sake of His children, the people whom He called His own. 

From the hand of Moses, God’s greatness was shown very clearly. 

 

Verse 7, “He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt 

themselves. Selah.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

God “ruleth by His power for ever. His eyes behold the nations.” That was done through this small 

nation called Israel that the whole world will witness the power and greatness of God. Israel was once 

upon a time the superpower of the world. It was in the time of David as well as Solomon when Israel 

was still a united nation. That was the height of God’s power and rule through Israel. Even though that 

was in the past, God promised Israel will rise again to glory. But when? It will come when Christ 

comes and rules on earth from Jerusalem in the Millennium, as well as in the new heaven and new 

earth forever. Christ will rule by His power for ever. His eyes behold the nations. 

 

Knowing this will happen what should be the response? The psalmist says, “… let not the rebellious 

exalt themselves.” The rebellious are those who refuse to come under the rule of God and of Christ. 

These are the rebellious ones. The warning is to them because they are not ignorant of God and His 

greatness. Israel is the evidence of God’s power. They must not belittle Israel just because it is a small 

nation. The God behind Israel is a great God. 

 

Let us remember the historical deliverances of God’s people in the past. These are the great works of 

God done for His people. Do not ever forget! You are called to praise Him, and to praise Him for all 

the historical deliverances in the past recorded in the holy scriptures. He is still the same God who is 

watching over us today. Will you come and praise Him? May God help us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be continued… 


