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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

PSALM 65 – PRAISING GOD’S POWER! 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.” The whole psalm is full of praise for God’s 

power. Firstly, it is praising God’s power in redemption from verses 1 to 5. Secondly, it is praising 

God’s power in creation from verses 6 to 8. Lastly, it is praising God’s power in provision from verses 

9 to 13. 

 

This is a song as the preface reads, “To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.” Personally, 

I believe David was king when he wrote this psalm. Since he was able to commit this psalm or song 

to the Chief Musician, reveals strongly that he was already king. In verse 1, Sion was mentioned. Sion 

or Zion is Jerusalem. It was David when he became king, brought the ark of the covenant into Jerusa-

lem, and Jerusalem became the city of God and the center of worship where God’s people came to-

gether to meet with God with their sacrifices. 

 

While being king, David probably penned down this psalm by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit during 

the time of the great harvest. During harvest time, it was great rejoicing because after months of toiling 

and waiting, finally they were able to witness and enjoy the fruits of all their labour. God has opened 

the door of blessing and poured down His abundant riches that they may be blessed. David acknowl-

edged the greatness of God’s power, not only in term of provision but also His salvation. This was 

what made the psalm so special by covering both the physical and spiritual aspects of life. May God 

blessed us richly as we study this wonderful psalm together. 

 

II. GOD’S POWER IN REDEMPTION (verses 1 to 5) 

 

Verse 1, “Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed.” 

 

The word “wait” means silent. What does silent praise mean? It means that worship is now ready. All 

the preparation for worship has been done. That’s what it means. The psalmist came before God with 

all preparation done, ready to worship God in His holy presence. The idea here is not God waiting for 

His people to worship Him. It is the opposite. The people are waiting for their turn to worship God. In 

order to do that, they must be prepared. They must be so well prepared that anytime should their turn 

comes, they must go immediately. 

 

The place of worship was in Sion or Zion. It means Jerusalem, the city of God. This has been known 

as the holy city because of the temple or tabernacle which God has chosen to make His dwelling place 

on earth. The significant of worship is when God meets with His people. It describes their restored 

relationship and intimate fellowship with one another. 

 

Before the harvest, there could have been many vows made by the farmers since they must depend 

upon God entirely for the increase. God controls the rain, the sun, the air, and even over pests that 

could destroy the harvest. They placed themselves at the mercy of God. When God blessed them with 

a bumper harvest, they remembered their vows and kept them. The significant of making vows is the 

belief that God is the powerful God who can answer prayer. 
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Verse 2, “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.”  

 

God is not dead. He is not imagined in the mind of His people. He is the one, living and true God who 

revealed Himself through His creation, His Word and His Son, Jesus Christ. When God’s people pray 

to Him, He hears them. Unlike pagan worshippers of idols, when they pray to their gods, their prayers 

fall on deaf ears. Because their gods are dead and non-living. The truth that God hears the prayers of 

His people, was a great attraction to all flesh to come Him. Who do not want their prayer to be heard 

and answered? Verse 3. 

 

Verse 3, “Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away.”  

 

On our own, there is no way we can say no to sin. Iniquities always prevail. That was why we were 

already condemned when we were born. We were under the bondage and power to sin until God called 

us out of darkness into His marvelous light. Who can help us? Only Jesus saves! By God’s power, we 

received redemption through Jesus Christ. His precious blood shed on the cross, has purged all our 

sins away perfectly, as white as snow. Verse 4. 

 

Verse 4, “Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may 

dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.”  

 

The psalmist knew his theology well. He believes in the doctrine of election. He knew that sinful men 

are incapable of choosing God to be saved. If God has not done anything to save men, they could have 

perished without salvation. But God has chosen some to be saved before the foundation of the world 

(see Ephesians 1:4). This election was done not because of any good that was discovered in men at all. 

It was totally unconditional election. Therefore, to all men who were chosen by God, the psalmist says 

they are blessed. 

 

The word “blessed” means happy. Indeed, it makes us happy when we are the chosen ones and how 

the Holy Spirit drew us to the gospel and led us to believe in Christ for salvation. Dwelling in God’s 

courts means worship. Before salvation, the relationship was still broken. Because of that, men do not 

worship God. They do not come before His holy presence for communion and service. They do not 

know Him at all. But God saved them and revealed Himself to them by His grace and mercy. 

 

When you have God, you have everything. And when you do not have God, you have nothing at all. 

This also explained why Jesus said it is almost impossible for the rich to be saved (see Matthew 19:23). 

It is not impossible, but it is very hard. The reason is because those who are rich will not see their need 

of God at all. They believe money can satisfy them and solve all their problems. They are not driven 

to trust in God for their daily needs. They have no lack of material things, and therefore they do not 

need any help from God. 

 

But for those who know the rightful place of wealth in their life, they will put God first in everything 

that they do. They will not trust in their wealth but in God alone. Even when wealth is taken away 

from them, they continue to walk by faith and not by sight. They find satisfaction in God alone. This 

is the satisfaction found in the second part of the verse. The satisfaction is not in material things. It is 

God’s presence in the life of His people that gives them the satisfaction. God’s house is a representation 

of God’s presence in the midst of His people on earth. That is why the psalmist was so happy that he 

has been chosen to understand this precious truth of God’s election. This is God’s power in redemption. 
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Verse 5, “By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who 

art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea:” 

 

God not only hears our prayer, He also answers us. And the psalmist was testifying how “terrible” was 

God’s answer to their prayers. The word “terrible” refers to things that are awful and fearful. They are 

things which struck fear in the heart of men. What’s the intent and purpose of such awe and fear? The 

answer is righteousness. In other words, God wants us to approach Him as a personal God. He is not 

“money tree” as what most would regard their idols to be. They worship these idols because they want 

material blessings. 

 

But God wants us to seek Him according to the truth and right knowledge. For He is the God of our 

salvation. He saves us from our sins. He puts away our spiritual nakedness and ugliness. He clothed 

us with His righteousness. That’s what He wants us to know and approach Him. Wherever we may be, 

He wants us to trust Him and look to Him always. That’s the word “confidence.” He wants to be our 

“confidence.” Confidence is not trust without knowledge. It is built upon knowledge. God wants us to 

know Him and then trust Him. As His beloved children, we must know Him more and more from His 

Word. The more we know Him, the more we learn to look unto Him with confidence. 

 

III. GOD’S POWER IN CREATION (verses 6 to 8) 

 

Verse 6, “Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded with power:”  

 

Who is this Creator? He is the powerful God. When we ponder over the great mountains high above 

us, who put them there in the first place? Those who tried to explain away by the theory of evolution 

believed that these mountains came about due to a “big bang.” This “bang” caused things to be formed 

and life started as a result of that. There is no basis to such godless reasoning at all. The only solution 

is God the Creator made the whole earth, and that includes the mountains. He has all the power He 

needed to decide where He wanted the mountains to be located. No one gives Him the power. He is 

the powerful God. Not only over the mountains but also over the sea. 

 

Verse 7, “Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the 

people.”  

 

The forces of the seas can be destructive. It caused loud noises that can sound like explosion. Who can 

calm a perfect storm? Only God’s power can stop it! The disciples of Christ experienced Jesus’ power 

to still a great storm on the boat. This is God’s power in creation, even over nature. He can command 

them and it shall be done. 

 

It was not just power over nature but power over violent men. That was why the psalmist included “the 

tumult of the people.” Man is part of God’s creation. He is the apex of all His creation. As difficult as 

it can be to still the heart of the angry and violent mob, God has no problem at all holding everything 

under His control. With God, nothing is impossible. 

 

Verse 8, “They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the 

outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice.” 

 

It is an irony that those who deny the Creator are the same people who are afraid of natural calamities 

such as earthquakes, typhoons, pestilences, drought, flooding, etc. They say they are not afraid of God 

since they reject His presence and existence. However, they knew they are at the mercy of all these 

great disasters which God can easily control over them by the word of His mouth. They live in fear all 

the time while living in unbelief. 
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However, for us who are God’s children, we acknowledge His power in creation. No doubt we fear 

God because He is a powerful God. At the same time, we rejoice in Him because God is One who is 

in control. He made the sun to rise from the east and set in the west. God controls. He makes sure the 

earth has enough heat and water for the whole creation’s survival. God’s power ensures that. As much 

as we admire the beautiful creation, let us not forget the Creator behind the creation. It is a grand 

display of the great power of God in His creation. 

 

IV. GOD’S POWER IN PROVISION (verses 9 to 13) 

 

Verse 9, “Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, 

which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.”  

 

Verse 10, “Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou 

makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof.”  

 

The word “visit” in verse 9 means to oversee. God continues to bless His creation. No doubt, the devil 

has gained control over the whole earth. He is known as the “prince of the air” and “the god of this 

world.” But God continues to extend His mercy and grace upon His creatures on earth by providing 

food and water for what they need for survival. Unbelievers are included in this provision. This is 

God’s common grace (see Matthew 5:45). 

 

Verse 11, “Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness.”  

 

The harvest is only possible when there is sufficient water and sunlight. And it is not a one-day affair. 

It requires at least 6 months of continuous supply of both water and sunlight for the harvest to happen. 

And it cannot be under supply or over supply. God’s goodness ensures a good harvest. This is God’s 

power in provision, isn’t it? 

 

Verse 12, “They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every 

side.”  

 

Verse 13, “The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they 

shout for joy, they also sing.” 

 

Even the animals are well fed and taken care of by God. When the grass was well watered with rain 

and under sufficient sunlight, they grow well. And that will be good food for the animals to graze upon. 

When the animals ate well, they will keep multiplying many times over. As such, we see increase upon 

increase. God provides and supplies every need. There is no lack whatsoever. This is God’s power in 

provision. 

 

Indeed there is joy “on every side” because all the wonderful provision. How can the creatures which 

have been thoroughly satisfied not shout for joy and sing? This is the natural response of satisfaction. 

And this is what God has promised and the evidence is before our eyes. We have seen God’s power in 

His provision before our eyes. God has been good and He continues to be good. But not many 

acknowledge and praise God’s power for what He has done. If we who are His people, do not praise 

Him, who will? Let us praise God for His power in our redemption, over the creation and in His 

provision unto us day by day. Praise Him! May God help us. Amen. 


