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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

PSALM 64 – WHO DO YOU FEAR? 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.” This is a psalm of David. David wrote the psalm and 

again the context shows that David was under attack from his enemies. But who are his enemies? 

Either king Saul and his men. Or Absalom and his men. One was his father-in-law and the other was 

his dear son. This is sad, isn’t it? It is totally understandable if David refers his enemy to be the Phil-

istines who were wicked and barbaric. But these enemies that disturb David so much were his loved 

ones. They were his family. And family was supposed to be taking care and protecting one another. 

But both wanted David to be gone because of their love for kingship. 

 

For Saul, he wanted to continue to be king and not be replaced by David. And so he wanted David to 

be gone for that reason. And for Absalom, remember how he took 40 years to work out his evil plan 

by winning over the hearts of the people in order to usurp the king of his own father? Absalom was 

the next in line to be king after David dies but he was not willing to wait. 

 

Both wanted to be king so badly. As a result, they became David’s enemy. And that was how David 

regarded them as his enemy. And he feared them, and that’s why he ran away into the wilderness. 

David was like you and me. He feared death. And we fear death too. We fear our enemy who wanted 

us dead. But thank God David did not let this fear of the enemy make him forget to fear God. And that 

was how he remembered God in the midst of his fear of the enemy. There are 2 outlines. Fear of the 

enemy (verses 1 to 6) and the fear of God (verses 7 to 10). 

 

II. FEAR OF THE ENEMY (verses 1 to 6) 

 

Verse 1, “Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the 

enemy.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

David has been praying. To whom can he turn to in the wilderness? That was how he looked at his 

own situation. He may be accompanied by 600 loyal and faithful men who were willing to die with 

him and for him. However, the only help and consolation he could find was above. 

 

David had been crying out loud and he was seeking God to hear his audible voice. By synthetic paral-

lelism, he made known what was the content of his prayer. He was praying for God’s preservation of 

his life. He did not hide his fear from God. It was his fear of the enemy. Why did he fear them? Because 

they were out to seek his life. And David acknowledged only God can preserve him. How did they 

seek to kill him? Verses 2 to 6 are the answers. 

 

Verse 2, “Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers 

of iniquity:” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

It is scary to know that the enemies have been scheming and planning evil against you and yet you do 

not know what evil they will do to you. The psalmist was not praying that God will keep their evil 

schemes secret from him. He was praying that whatever evil plan that they had against him will not 

succeed. He knew they were planning something evil against him but whatever it is, should they suc-

ceed, he will die. Therefore, he was praying that they will not succeed. 
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By synonymous parallelism, the wicked and workers of iniquity are the same people. And the way 

they go about it were through secret counsel and by insurrection. Secret counsel means some had 

gathered together to plan and seek advice not openly known. Insurrection means violent uprising. Put-

ting them all together, it means the enemies had gathered themselves behind closed doors to plan and 

put together their wicked ideas in order to cause a violent uprising against the psalmist. The psalmist 

knew that only God can shield him from such violent attack. 

 

Verse 3, “Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even 

bitter words:” (emblematic/ synonymous parallelism) 

 

Words indeed can either kill or build. In the case of the psalmist, the enemies sought to use words to 

destroy him. They wanted to slander his character and destroy his reputation. They hurled false accu-

sations against him to provoke him to anger and shake his confidence. That was their intent. 

 

Verse 4, “That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear 

not.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

As all these false accusations were passed around as rumours and gossips, no one really know the 

source and where they came from. Because of this, how is the psalmist going to defend himself? How 

is he going to trace the source and stop all these false accusations? It was impossible! Therefore, such 

attacks could not be stopped at all. They will keep on coming and spreading around like wild fires! 

That was how deadly these verbal attacks were. 

 

Verse 5, “They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying snares privily; 

they say, Who shall see them?” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

What these enemies have set out to do, they will not stop. They kept on strengthening themselves in 

their attack against the psalmist. They “encourage” themselves. By synonymous parallelism, they kept 

on pushing one another forward to do evil. They thought what they had planned will remain hidden. 

They made sure that they will never be exposed, otherwise their plan will end in failure. The enemies 

were not stupid people. They knew exactly the perfect place to set up the traps. They were experienced 

in warfare deception. They planned in such that their enemy will be totally caught in their ambush. 

 

Verse 6, “They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward thought 

of every one of them, and the heart, is deep.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

They polished their plan. In other words, they keep on improving their wicked plan. They invest heav-

ily into their intelligence and resources only for evil’s sake. They leave no unturned stone to make sure 

that their wicked plan become “perfect.” The strategy was not easily predictable and detectable. It was 

deep. This depth implied how the psalmist will be lured into such a situation that would spell doom 

for him. From men’s perspective, he was as good as a dead men because no one will be able to escape 

out of their evil clutches. 

 

III. FEAR OF GOD (verses 7 to 10) 

 

Verse 7, “But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded.” (synon-

ymous parallelism)  

 

The word “but” in the beginning of this second section indicates a great contrast to the first section. It 

is the fear of the enemy versus the fear of God. This verse tells us what God will do to the enemy. For 

what they had done to the psalmist, God will vindicate him by attacking them. Indeed God will avenge 

His own. The enemy may be powerful to instill fear in God’s people. 
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But God is greater and more powerful than the enemy. Therefore, there ought to be a greater fear in 

God. And God needs only to shoot an arrow, and not many in order to wound the enemy. Because God 

is able to shoot accurately. He hits bull’s eyes without fail. Imagine one arrow can hit all the enemies! 

That’s the power of God. We know that it is only a figure of speech. God did not actually use bow and 

arrow to judge the enemy. But it does put forth the picture of God’s supreme power over the enemy 

so that we need not fear the enemy at all. We only need to fear God. 

 

Verse 8, “So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee 

away.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Their tongue was described as a sword in verse 3. And here in this verse, they fall by their own sword. 

In other words, by the same tongue which they used to hurl false accusations, slanderous reports and 

all kinds of lies against the psalmist, the same tongue caused themselves into trouble and they could 

not get out. 

 

By synthetic parallelism, all those who witnessed such thing that happened, they became scared and 

ran away. That was the natural reaction. When all is well, birds of the same feather flocked together. 

When the evil plan seems to work, men will gather themselves together with those wicked schemers 

and laughed at the victims. But when the plan backfires, they were dispersed and hid themselves away 

either in shame or for fear that they will be exposed. This was God’s work. God foiled their plan so 

that they will not succeed. 

 

Verse 9, “And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider 

of his doing.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

What God has done was seen by all. As a result, “all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of 

God.” Not that these men have come to believe in God but they would consider twice when they 

wanted to plan anything evil against God’s people again. No man plans to fail. All would want their 

plan to succeed. However, having known that whatever plan to destroy God’s people will come to no 

fruition simply because God will protect His own, it restrained them from proceeding to the next step 

of wickedness. The wicked remained in their unbelief and probably waiting for the right opportunity 

to launch their evil attack again. Once they plucked up enough courage and given more confidence by 

the Devil, they would probably go ahead to persecute God’s people. But in the end, they will not have 

the final laugh. For no one can prevail against God. God will vindicate His own in His time. This is 

the confidence of His children. 

 

Verse 10, “The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright 

in heart shall glory.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

While the enemies may fear God but their fear did not drive them to God but away from Him. However, 

for the believers, the more they fear God, the more they draw themselves closer to Him. These believers 

are called the righteous. In other words, they have been justified by faith, and therefore they lived their 

life in obedience to God according to His Word. The fear of God did not bring terror into the heart of 

God’s people but gladness. The reason was because the enemies were not able to succeed in their evil 

plan against them because God has protected them. How can they not be glad? 

 

The more they fear God, the more they were glad in Him. God has not failed them and that’s why they 

trusted in Him. God was faithful to them all the way. Even when they were fearing their enemies 

because of their power and might, God continued to be there with them and for them. God has not 

given up on His own. He knew they needed Him. And He knew that they will learn to fear Him more 

than they fear their enemies. May God help us. Amen. 


