
 

1 

 

TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

PSALM 58 – THE PLEAD FOR GOD TO JUDGE! 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

We read in the preface at the beginning of this psalm. “To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam 

of David.” This is similar to Psalm 57, except there is no occasion revealed. Since it is to be sung to 

the tune of Altaschith, it means that David was found to be in an intense situation which he sought for 

God’s judgment so that he will not be destroyed. This is also an imprecatory psalm since it is a psalm 

that sought God to judge the wicked. 

 

The outline is as follows: The plead for God to judge: 1) Against the wicked, 2) With severity and 

swiftness, and 3) For the righteous. 

 

II. AGAINST THE WICKED! (verses 1 to 5) 

 

Verse 1, “Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons 

of men?” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

By synonymous parallelism, the congregation and the sons of men refer to the same group of people. 

It was believed that these are the judges who served in the judicial courts under king Saul. They were 

called congregation because there were many of them. And David was against them because they did 

not stop king Saul in his unjust and wicked actions. Saul was not the only one guilty of wickedness, 

the judges were partakers of his evil doings as well. These rhetorical questions call for a resounding 

“No!” reply. This is a strong rebuke against them for failing in their God-given duties. 

  

Verse 2, “Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

Weighing the violence means that these judges had tilted the law towards evil instead of keeping it 

balance and upright. They had abused the law to pass unjust judgment. They had turned the law into a 

tool which they used for evil. They used the same law that punished the wicked on the righteous. That’s 

how unjust and wicked they had become. 

  

Verse 3, “The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, 

speaking lies.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

This revealed the theology of sin which David believed. Indeed man is sinful because he was born in 

sin. In another psalm (Psalm 51:5), David declared, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 

my mother conceive me.” This truth is even clearer for the wicked as their wickedness were also man-

ifested for men to see. 

 

What justify Saul to pursue David? If there is none, then the king must have acted under pretence as if 

David had done something so heinous that he himself must go after him to take him to task. Lies have 

been used to cover up some wicked motives and actions. Lies are of the devil, for he is the father of 

lies (see John 8:44). 
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Verse 4, “Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 

her ear;” (synonymous/ emblematic parallelism) 

 

Lies are like poison. It is very deadly. Imagine a judge who is supposed to uphold the law to defend 

against unjust and falsehood, but he turned around and attack the just and those who love the truth. 

And that was what David is experiencing. He could have been protected by them if they uphold justice 

and righteousness. But because of lies, they abused the law and therefore he had to run for his life. 

  

Verse 5, “Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely.” (synony-

mous parallelism) 

  

This is a picture of how the charmers would control the snakes. But in this verse, not even the charmer 

can control the snakes. No matter what the charmer tried to do, the snake refused to obey. In other 

words, these judges do not care. Even if they were reminded to uphold justice and equity and right-

eousness for this is what judges should do, they refuse to repent and change. 

 

III. WITH SEVERITY & SWIFTNESS (verses 6 to 9) (page ) 

 

Verse 6, “Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, 

O LORD.” (synonymous/ emblematic parallelism) 

 

Without teeth, there is no way you can divide the food. You can only swallow. Now the idea here is 

not just biting in order to break up the food in your mouth. It is to bite the prey and bite on it until it 

dies. And here is the idea. Break their great teeth so that they will not be able to attack anymore. They 

will become helpless and useless. Once the teeth are broken, they are not going to grow back. The 

psalmist is calling upon God to stop and cut off their malicious judgments from being carried out. 

  

Verse 7, “Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot 

his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.” (synonymous/ emblematic parallelism) 

 

Two emblems or objects of learning in this verse to pray for swiftness of God’s judgment to come. 

First one is the flowing stream. Melt away means let them disappear like the flowing waters in the 

stream. It does not stay. It keeps flowing and flowing. That’s the idea. 

 

The second emblem is the broken arrows. The pulling of the bow will determine how hard the arrow 

will hit the target. But if the arrows were broken, no matter how tight you pull the bow, the arrow will 

have no effect on the target at all. That’s the idea. Render them as ineffective. Only God can intervene 

and stop the wicked from their lies and evil deeds. 

  

Verse 8, “As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the untimely birth of a 

woman, that they may not see the sun.” (synonymous/ emblematic parallelism) 

 

Again there are two emblems we see in this verse. In hot season, the snail in the shell will die and melt 

away. In the end it will be left only with the shell. Let every one of them pass away and melt away. 

That’s the idea here. And then the second emblem is the stillborn who died even before birth. That’s 

what it means. The prayer for God’s judgment to come upon those who did not even need to open their 

mouth and they were already stopped. That’s the idea here. And God can do it. 
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Verse 9, “Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both 

living, and in his wrath.” (synonymous/ emblematic parallelism) 

  

This is the last emblem. The pots here are used for cooking. And the thorns here are fuel for fire to boil 

the food or water in the pots. Before the pots can even feel the heat from the thorns that have been set 

on fire, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath. Both the food in 

the pots as well as the thorns that have been set on fire, to be totally removed. In other words, 

everything will be gone. This means that the plans of the wicked had failed miserably and reduced to 

nothing. This is God’s doing. For only God has the power to do this. And the psalmist is pleading for 

God to judge with severity and swiftness. 

 

IV. FOR THE RIGHTEOUS! (verses 10 to 11) 

 

Verse 10, “The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the 

blood of the wicked.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The rejoicing here is justified because God will give victory to the righteous by His judgment upon 

the wicked. There is vengeance finally. This vengeance is not from men or according to their will but 

from God and Him alone. Apostle Paul taught in Romans 12:17, “Dearly beloved, avenge not your-

selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 

Lord.” We must never take matters into our own hand especially when it comes to retaliation or pay 

back. God will do the pay back, not us. All we need to do is to follow the psalmist’s example of 

pleading for God to judge. Will He not judge for the righteous’ sake? 

  

Verse 11, “So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God 

that judgeth in the earth.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

There is a twofold judgment: First is to punish the evildoer, and second is to reward the righteous. This 

is divine judgment. And we are also to pray for the same judgment to be done by our civil government. 

Even though they may remain as unbelievers, the civil rule is appointed by God. They are the higher 

authority which God is pleased to place them above us for the sake of justice and equity. If the civil 

government were to follow this twofold judgment, God will bless them with peace in the land. 

 

God is the Judge even in the earth. Is He not? Though the god of the world is ruling and controlling 

right now in all the affairs on this earth, God is still in control. For one day He shall judge the world 

through Christ who is the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. Who will stand? No one but the 

righteous whom He has redeemed and kept them safe by His side. All the enemies will be destroyed 

for eternity in the lake of fire. Will you be judged and perish, or will you live? May God help us. Amen. 
 


