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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 54 – GOD JUDGED THE BETRAYERS! 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The preface reads, “To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the 

Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?” Here we have the 

background in which Psalm 54 was written. Neginoth is believed to be a stringed instrument. This is 

the music accompaniment used for this psalm in temple worship. And it is a teaching psalm from the 

word, Mashil. But the focus is the context which is when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not 

David hide himself with us? 

 

There were 2 accounts in which both accounts show how the Ziphims had betrayed David, not once 

but twice. These 2 separate accounts were found in 1 Samuel chapter 23 and chapter 26. The Ziphims 

or the Ziphites were from the same tribe as David, the tribe of Judah. And yet they betrayed David by 

running to king Saul to tell him where David was since he was a fugitive (see 1 Samuel 23:13-20 and 

1 Samuel 26:1-2). 

 

II. CALL UPON GOD THE JUDGE (verses 1 to 3) 

 

Verse 1, “Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The situation must be very intense. The mountains of Ziph should provide David and his men some 

forms of refuge and protection. But no cover is perfect. And especially so when you have betrayers in 

your midst. David is calling upon God to save him not because of his own name but for God’s name. 

David was bearing God’s name as he continues to be guided by God in his preparation to be the king 

after Saul. David was very clear when he stands. He is a nobody. He is helpless. He needs God. And 

he is counting on God as his only help. God is not his backup. Without God, he knew he will perish. 

 

David makes sure he continues to walk rightly and closely with the Lord. That’s what he means when 

he called to God, “Judge me by Thy strength.” He is not afraid of God’s judgment which comes in full 

power to test him. Only those who are guilty of sins will be afraid. And David knew the doctrine of 

prayer very well. He knew that if he is not right with God, God will not hear him. He has ensured that 

he has kept himself pure and faithful before God. As such, he sought the Lord the Judge in prayer.  

  

Verse 2, “Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth.” (synonymous parallel-

ism) 

 

In contrast to idols which have ears but cannot hear, God is able to hear the cry of His own children. 

Prayer is a privilege which God has given to us through the Lord Jesus Christ. However, we know that 

God will not hear the prayers of those who still regard iniquities in their heart (Psalm 66:18). David 

knew this as well. It is important that we confess our sins before God and make sure our life is patterned 

after God’s holiness and godliness. Otherwise God will never hear our prayers. 

 

Prayer is a channel in which we come before God to commune with Him. We must acknowledge that 

God is holy and we are unholy. He is clean and we are unclean. He is always faithful and we are 

unfaithful. If not for His grace and mercy, there would be no way we can come before His throne of 

grace. We come before God’s presence in Christ’s righteous garment clothed on us. This gives us the 

basis of our prayer before God. 
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Verse 3, “For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have 

not set God before them. Selah.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Here David cried to the Lord how he was persecuted by strangers and oppressors. Even though 

strangers would commonly refer to those who are outside of the commonwealth of Israel, they include 

those who are as good as not from Israel because of their wickedness. The Ziphites fit the description 

well as strangers who were risen up against David. They betrayed him. Oppressors would be those like 

king Saul who sought to kill David. 

 

Both the Ziphites and king Saul had not set God before them. What this means was they did not fear 

God who can see everything that they were doing, including their thoughts and plan in their wicked 

heart. They had no regard for God at all. David was a man after God’s own heart, and how God used 

him to defeat the Philistines champion. Not one of Saul’s elite soldiers dared to take up the challenge 

to fight Goliath until David went into the battle field in the name of God to fight him one to one and 

won. What David had done was clearly God’s doing. If God was using David mightily, how could 

anyone still want to think evil of David? To go against David, is it not the same as going against God? 

 

III. TRUST IN GOD’S JUDGMENT (verse 4 to 5) 

 

Verse 4, “Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.” (synthetic 

parallelism) 

 

When men everywhere look around for help, the psalmist seeks to draw attention to God who is above 

him. The word “behold” means to pay attention. Look now to God. Keep your focus on Him. Pay 

attention to Him. And this is what the psalmist was trying to do. For God is mine helper. It is as if God 

is his personal Bodyguard whose protection is perfect. Such was the confidence of the psalmist. He 

draws such close and intimacy relationship with God that he can call God mine helper. He is absolutely 

sure God was on his side. How did the psalmist know? The next part of the verse explains it. 

 

By synthetic parallelism, God is going to help the psalmist with likeminded brethren. In other words, 

he is not going to be alone. The psalmist declared, The Lord is with them that uphold my soul. These 

are the ones whom God has put in our life to encourage us and help us. We must cherish them. We 

must thank God for them. These are the ones who are not afraid of offending us when they knew they 

must tell us when we have gone wrong in our faith. For they “uphold” us. This upholding means to 

cause to stand fast. In other words, they help us to stand. When we are down, they lift us up so that we 

will keep pressing on and not give up easily. They will encourage us to keep looking to God and trust 

in His judgment. What judgment? 

  

Verse 5, “He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth.” (synonymous par-

allelism) 

  

We must trust God in His judgment. No one will escape His judgment at all. Sin will be punished. And 

it will be according to God’s timing and His method of punishment, not ours. And His judgment is 

perfect. He will not overpunish or underpunish. All those who did evil will receive their just portion 

accordingly. In the end, they will know the truth and how the truth will expose their wickedness and 

shame them utterly. It is either they learn now when they can still repent, or at the last judgment when 

the opportunity for them to repent will be over. Even though they may feel sorry at the Great White 

Throne Judgment, it is too late and they will be cut off forever. Some of them could be our loved ones. 

They could be the ones who betray us by turning us over to those who persecute us. And God will hold 

them accountable. May God be merciful unto them by opening their blinded eyes now to see His truth. 
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IV. WORSHIP GOD THE JUDGE (verses 6 to 7) 

 

Verse 6, “I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good.” (syn-

thetic parallelism) 

 

No worship is to be done by force. All worshippers are to come willingly to worship God in spirit and 

in truth. It is the word “freely” that makes this verse so wonderful. It means spontaneously and will-

ingly. And this is what God wants us to come before Him to worship Him with nothing to hold us back 

from Him. We willingly surrender ourselves to Him. There is no part that is not involved in worship. 

 

This verse is really a verse that searches our heart. Are we worshipping God or are we worshipping 

idols? Today’s idols are no more on altar table. It is what we are holding in our hands. The devices 

that we have which we cannot do without. The money in our bank account is where our security is. 

Our job, our family, our life, we cannot afford to lose them. But God, can! Is that our heart attitude? 

Should that be our attitude? No, without God, we have nothing even though we may seem to have 

everything. Examine our heart today. And let us come freely as the psalmist did, before God’s holy 

presence to worship Him and praise Him for His goodness. 

  

Verse 7, “For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon 

mine enemies.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Finally, it is according to God’s good purpose that He preserved David so that the promise of the 

Messiah would be fulfilled. Indeed, God delivered him out of all trouble. What about us? Is this 

promise only for David, and not for us? This question is not hard to answer. Is it not true that we have 

been delivered from the worst of all trouble which is the bondage to sin? The bondage to sin means 

that as long as you are chained to sin, you are bound for hell. As long as this chain remains, there is 

no way of escape until the last judgment comes. This trouble is the worst of all troubles. But God is 

gracious and merciful to provide a way of escape. And this escape route is Jesus Christ. By His grace 

and mercy, we are not only saved, we begin to look at life with a completely different perspective. 

There is life beyond the grave. There is hope of everlasting life. This changes the way we are going to 

live for the remaining time we have on this earth. For we live in light of eternity. It is not maybe or 

likely. It is with absolute certainty that we will be found in God’s presence in glory for eternity. 

 

The psalmist said in the second part of the verse, “… and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine 

enemies.” In other words, the psalmist is saying that he looks at his enemies with his spiritual eyes. It 

is not just knowing what is going to happen to them in the end. Even now, the way they behaved in 

their wickedness, as they did what they were doing was all because they were blinded by their own 

sins. They were deceived in their own mind what they were doing is good and right. They were locked 

up in their own spiritual prison. And they did not even know it. But the psalmist knew, and we who 

are born again, we know. For we were like them, before we were converted. And we could still be in 

spiritual darkness if not by the grace and mercy of God. 

 

Because God is just. He is righteous. And He will come as a Judge to put all things in their rightful 

place again. Call out to Him. Trust His judgement. And worship Him. For He is God. He is our Judge. 

May God help us. Amen.  


