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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 52 – EXPOSING EVIL 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, 

and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.” David provides the background in 

the preface to which this psalm was written. The whole account was recorded in 1 Samuel 21:1-9 and 

1 Samuel 22:6-23. This is a terrible account of how because of one evil man that led to the killing of 

God’s 85 priests and the whole town of Nob mercilessly. Even though we know it was king Saul who 

ordered the killing, it was Doeg who took up this evil task of murdering the faithful people of God. 

Even Saul’s own guards refused to obey him to do this great evil. But it did not stop Doeg at all. And 

David has to expose evil and as a result, this psalm was written. May God help us that we may learn 

precious lessons from Psalm 52. 

 

II. THE EVIL MAN EXPOSED (verses 1 to 4) 
 

Verse 1, “Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth 

continually.” (antithetica parallelism) 

 

Doeg regarded by David as a mighty man. This was not sarcasm. Doeg was indeed holding one of the 

highest offices which gave him power over king Saul’s servants (see 1 Samuel 22:9). But David was 

questioning Doeg’s wicked boasting over the merciless murder of the 85 priests and the city of Nob. 

No doubt he was under the execution order by king Saul, but obedience to man must never be above 

the obedience to God. Truly there is nothing good for Doeg to boast about. Instead Doeg should be 

ashamed of himself for committing such “mischief” against God’s servants. The word “mischief” 

means evil, out to cause harm. It was a great evil and severe harm which he has done to God’s people. 

 

Doeg should have learnt who the God of Israel is in His goodness. There is a contrast which we see 

here in this antithetical parallelism. While Doeg was in constant evil against God and His people, God 

is good unto His people faithfully. Instead of boasting in evil, one should “boast” about God’s good-

ness. Indeed God is good by His love, mercy and grace upon all His people who do not deserve any-

thing good from Him at all. Doeg should be thankful that he has found acceptance among God’s people 

who are protected by God. But he took for granted and by his boasting, his evil heart was exposed. 

  

Verse 2, “Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.” (emblematic 

parallelism) 

 

Doeg may have seized the opportunity to devise mischief against David by telling king Saul of his 

hideout. It was then Ahimelech and his priests were implicated, and even the whole city of Nob was 

in together, but Doeg had no qualms including them in his mischief as well. Indeed the tongue deviseth 

mischiefs like a sharp razor. It sought to kill mercilessly. David may have escaped the evil clutch of 

Doeg, but unfortunately not the 85 priests and the city of Nob. They became victims to the evil tongue 

of Doeg. 

 

The tongue is described as “working deceitfully.” It may be just words but they were deadly words 

that sought ruin of innocent lives. The tongue is a small organ and yet has the power to create wars 

and caused havoc to peace in the land. Do not underestimate the tongue. Words can kill. Apostle James 

has covered extensively in his epistle (chapter 3) to deal with the tongue. This proves how needful for 

us to keep our tongue under control. 
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 Verse 3, “Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

There is always a decision we have to make before us: to do good or evil. The issue here is not the 

ignorance of that which is good. The issue is after knowing the importance of doing good and not evil, 

it is the rejection of good and the embracing of evil that is seen here. But God has given them the 

warning to stop loving evil and to love good instead. And so they are now without excuse. They will 

be judged for their evil. 

 

By synonymous parallelism, evil men love to tell lies rather than to speak righteousness. Lies always 

demote the truth. And the opposite is true. Righteousness always promote the truth. But for the evil 

men, he does not care at all. He has no regard for the truth. As long as he gets what he wants to satisfy 

his own lusts, he will not mind telling lies and disregard the truth. God is known as the God of truth 

while the devil is known as the father of lies. God hates evil and that includes lies, period. On the 

contrary, He loves good and that includes righteousness. As His people, we must do the same. 

  

Verse 4, “Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Somehow those who are wicked love to destroy. They want to see destruction. And therefore, they will 

use words to hurt, discourage and destroy. The word “devouring” means to gulp and swallow up. It 

works towards destruction. And it is all devouring words. Whatever word they can find, they will use 

it to destroy and ruin a person’s life and reputation. All because they had the deceitful tongue. The 

word “deceitful” means to deceive. They are full of deception. They do not tell you the truth for your 

good. Even if they tell you the truth, their motive is to bring you down so that you will be severely 

broken without recovery. They were out to destroy you completely. That is how deceitful they can be. 

 

III. THE EVIL MAN JUDGED (verses 5 to 7) 

 

Verse 5, “God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of 

thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The punishment is promised and sure. It is not a likelihood that there will be punishment but it is an 

absolute certainty that those who do evil will surely be punished. And God is not going to punish like 

men do. When God punishes, He will do it perfectly and justly. And the punishment for doing evil is 

everlasting destruction. This is in reference to the last and final punishment one can ever receive. It is 

there at the Great White Throne Judgment which all unbelievers will stand before God to receive their 

final end. 

 

The word “likewise” was in reference to the great evil which Doeg had done towards the helpless 

priests and the city of Nob. He had mercilessly destroyed them. And God will do the same to him 

mercilessly. His punishment will be greater and more severe simply because of the Judge who executed 

the judgment. All that Doeg can do was to destroy the physical life and body of the priests and the 

people of Nob. Upon death, their souls were found immediately in the presence of God in paradise. 

But for Doeg, the punishment God gave him was everlasting destruction in the lake of fire. He had no 

part in God’s kingdom at all. He will be like a plant with its root removed and be thrown away in the 

dump forever. He will only find his lot and portion among the dead who will die for eternity in the 

lake of fire. This is the ultimate judgment that is promised to him. 
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Verse 6, “The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him:” (synonymous parallel-

ism) 

 

God’s judgment against the wicked at the Great White Throne Judgment shall also be witnessed by 

the saints. And these saints are called the righteous. And they will see and fear how the wicked will be 

severely punished by God. At the same time, they will “laugh” at what happened to the wicked. This 

laughter is not a laughter of enjoyment in seeing the destruction of the wicked. As God Himself has 

no pleasure in the death of the wicked, likewise we His saints will also have no pleasure when the 

wicked perished in their wickedness. What is this laughter all about? I believe it is the kind of rejoicing 

that they were finally vindicated of their suffering and persecution which they had gone through under 

the evil hands of the wicked. The laughter came in seeing that righteousness had finally prevailed and 

had not lost the battle. Thus God’s name is magnified and glorified. 

  

Verse 7, “Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his 

riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness.” (antithetical parallelism) 

  

Although in the eyes of man, what Doeg has done may be regarded as loyal and obedient to king Saul 

since he holds a higher authority over him. But Doeg needed not to submit to the wicked order of king 

Saul. King Saul’s own guards had provided the best examples of one who would rather disobey the 

human king than their divine King. But this clearly exposed Doeg as loyal only to men but not towards 

God. 

 

David had exposed what was the motivation behind Doeg. It was his trust in his accumulated wealth. 

Not only that, because his heart is evil, he enjoyed every moment doing evil. He even strengthened 

himself in his wickedness. This means that he was spending his time, resources and whatever it takes 

in order to satisfy himself in doing evil before God and men. He has no regard for God at all. No 

wonder God has to judge him for his wickedness. 

 

This serves as a warning to all of us. We must acknowledge God and submit ourselves to Him 

faithfully. Without Him, we can do nothing. And we are indeed nothing without Him. Having been 

reduced to nothing, He can and will strengthen us again. Doeg’s evil life serves as a warning to us. 

When we do not look to God to strengthen us in our life, it means we are telling Him we are rejecting 

Him to be our God. Instead we are telling Him we want to be the god of our life. We want the control 

and dominion with our own life. But this would be outright rebellion against God. Take heed of the 

warning. When God judges, His judgment is perfect and none can escape from Him at all. 

 

IV. THE GOOD MAN TESTIFIED (verses 8 to 9) 

 

Verse 8, “But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for 

ever and ever.” (emblematic parallelism) 

 

The word “but” is a big contrary to the great evil which Doeg had done. Doeg was bent on doing evil 

while David was bent on doing good. He likened himself as a green olive tree. Unlike Doeg who will 

eventually die and be destroyed by God, David was growing and blooming with life spiritually. It has 

to be spiritual because at that moment, he was still running away from king Saul like a fugitive. He 

was a wanted man in the land of Israel. If not for God’s protection, he would have perished in the 

hands of king Saul already. That’s why David testified how he is going to trust in God’s mercy no 

matter what happens. It is possible that David remembered those days when he was found in God’s 

house, and enjoying His presence in communion and fellowship. And since he was on the run, he could 

not have been found physically in the house of God. Therefore, the house of God has to be a spiritual 

one. Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. With Christ in us, we are in God’s presence all the time. 

And we can fellowship and worship Him in spirit and in truth at any time in any place.  
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 Verse 9, “I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for 

it is good before thy saints.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

There is always good reason for praise and thanksgiving. As for David, he praised and thanked God 

for His goodness upon him. Truly without God, he could have perished in the hand of king Saul or 

even by Doeg long time ago. God has sustained him thus far. And therefore, his heart is full of gratitude 

and thanksgiving. David acknowledged that it was God who protected him. It was not because of sheer 

luck or his own ability that he was still alive until now. No, he testified that it was the Lord’s doing. 

 

To wait on God’s name means to continue to trust in God’s power in protecting him and providing for 

all his needs. To continue a life of fugitive for God’s sake is indeed a journey of faith. This is what it 

means to walk by faith, and not by sight. David did not know when all these troubles will end and yet 

he knew he is still in God’s good hand despite living as a fugitive. And that is why he is willing to 

trust in God’s power to sustain him all the way to the end. He knew that he has to do this in order that 

his testimony will be an encouragement to bring something good to God’s people. David knew the 

spiritual impact which he had upon the saints who are God’s people. 

 

Don’t be the evil man like Doeg. His evil deed was exposed and judged by God eventually. He is 

awaiting the final judgment to be thrown in the lake of fire to be tormented forever. Instead let us be 

like David who is always testifying of God’s goodness and faithfulness in his life. Walk the path of 

righteousness is always the right thing to do. This is what God wants for us. Let us be found faithful 

now and all the way to the end. No matter what it takes, whether we are going through suffering or 

any form of difficulty right now, let us press on and trust in God till we meet our Saviour face to face. 

May God help us. Amen. 

 

 


