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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 50 – DON’T YOU DARE FORGET GOD! (PART B) 

 

I. RECAPITULATION 

 

“Don’t you dare forget God” is a serious charge we gather from this psalm. We are to remember God 

because He will be coming to judge us soon. But, what do we really mean by remembering God? From 

verses 1 to 6, we have learnt that God is the Judge. As Judge, He demands every man to stand before 

Him to be judged by Him. There is no exception. There are basically two kinds of judgments, one for 

the believers and one for the unbelievers. The Great White Throne is for unbelievers and the Bema 

Judgment or the Judgment Seat of Christ is for believers. And believers will be judged first. First, 

remember God because He is coming to judge. Second, remember God because He wants our worship. 

God desires our worship that is from the heart. Sadly, our worship of Him has become a routine exer-

cise. And we are going through the motion instead of worshipping Him in spirit and in truth. Are we 

guilty? We continue with the second section to learn how God desires our worship from the heart, 

rather than the external forms. May God help us. 

  

III. REMEMBER GOD WANTS YOUR WORSHIP! (verses 7 to 15) 

 

Verse 12, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

God is using the hypothetical argument to prove His point. Surely God is not like man who will need 

to eat in order to survive. God is saying, even if He had come to a point that He needs to eat to survive, 

who can provide food for Him? It is definitely not man, and that is why it is not even necessary to let 

man know whether God is hungry or not. Man is never the provider. God is the One. For the world is 

His. Everything belongs to Him. Now this verse presents the true statement of the whole situation of 

man. And every sinful man must realize and recognize that they are the ones who need God and not 

God who needs them. As such, they simply cannot do whatever they like without considering God. 

They are obligated to Him. They are dependent upon Him. They need Him. This is the true picture of 

humanity. 

  

Verse 13, “Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

If sinful men were to think that God is happy as long as there are sacrifices of bulls and goats on the 

altar table, they must stop having that kind of thinking once and for all. It is foolishness to have this 

idea that worship is all about giving God sacrifices. Is God desperate for these animals? For what? 

What is God going to do with all these sacrifices? Is He going to eat up the meat and drink all the 

blood? Of course not! 

 

Every worshipper must be clear of what they are doing when they bring their blood sacrifices in wor-

ship and service. They must know and understand why these blood sacrifices are required of them. 

They symbolized the actual Lamb of God who is Jesus Christ. He is the One who has made worship 

and service possible for sinful men to come before the holy God. This is God’s provision for them, 

otherwise they will never be able to worship God. Therefore, they must always remember this in their 

heart each time they bring their sacrifices before God. God desired man’s worship and service, not 

outwardly but inwardly. 
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Verse 14, “Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:” (synthetic par-

allelism) 

 

The psalmist called upon all of God’s people to let all their blood sacrifices be accompanied with the 

offering of thanksgiving to God. This is a privilege and honour reserved for the people of God. Worship 

is a spiritual exercise. Only the believers’ worship will be accepted by God. All the blood sacrifices 

point to Christ who is the ultimate Sacrifice, to be offered once and for all for our justification and 

salvation. Today, as we come before God in worship and service, it is not required anymore to bring 

to Him any blood sacrifice. The reason is because Christ has already fulfilled the law required for our 

sins to be forgiven. What we offer to Him now is a bloodless sacrifice, which is our body which God 

may use for His own glory. We should count this a great honour and privilege to be able to offer to 

God our thanksgiving. How can we not give thanks? There is no end to the list of thanksgiving items. 

 

To pay our vows to God is really mean to give our whole hearted worship to Him with no holding 

back. These vows are vows we made on the day of our conversion when we confessed our sins and 

accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. We owe our life to Him. For we were once dead in sins 

but now we are alive unto God forever. Therefore, this life is no longer ours but the Lord’s. And since 

our life belong to God now, we must live well to glorify Him according to His will revealed in His 

holy Word. This journey of faith on earth will not be smooth as there will be spiritual attacks from the 

evil one. The Devil will not stop disrupting our worship to God. He will not give up easily. But we 

must never let Him succeed. As such, God wants us to trust in Him always. 

  

Verse 15, “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

Troubles will come as long as we are in this earth before the Lord returns. The world is not getting 

better. We are seeing the rise of the LGBTQ movement everywhere. Singapore is also not spared. Will 

section 377A be repealed as the voice of the opposition is getting louder and louder? Will human rights 

redefine the definition what is moral and what is truth? And become a great perversion of human kind. 

This is the kind of trouble we are seeing today and we are going to see more and more. And we fear 

for the next generation. Because they were born into this, and the tendency for them to accept all this 

perversion is very high. This is the trouble we must ask God to help us deal with it. And God knew it 

and He promised to deliver us. And that is why we must prepare the next generation to earnestly 

contend for the faith. God wants us to worship Him and glorify Him. Will that be compromised? The 

way to go about it is to keep remembering God. Remember God is coming to judge us. And remember 

God wants our worship. 

 

IV. REMEMBER GOD WANTS TO SET YOU IN ORDER! (verses 16 to 23) 

 

Verse 16, “But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that 

thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

In the midst of God’s people, there were those who pretend to be true believers. They were false be-

lievers. They may be true-blue Jews since they were born into Jewish families. But they had not learnt 

well. The repeated teachings of the Torah had not sunk into their heart. The Word of God remained 

only in the head to be puff up in their life. But because they did what everyone is doing, no one knew 

about their true spiritual condition. They continued to pay their dues in their required sacrifices. Yet 

they harboured unbelief in their heart and their rebellion against God was brewing silently within them. 

But the Lord knows. And it is to them the Lord is charging them now. And God called them wicked. 

Usually those who were God’s enemies were regarded as wicked since they were people outside of 

His covenant. They were unclean and uncircumcised people who were idol worshippers. 
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But now God is calling His own people wicked because they were only paying lip service when their 

heart remains unregenerate. And so God charged them, what right do they have in declaring His stat-

utes? The statues of God refers to His laws which set appointed times for the people to keep such as 

sabbaths or festivals. To declare means to teach. What right do these wicked teach others to keep God’s 

sabbaths and other important feast festivals? Are they not hypocrites? Apostle Paul was dealing with 

such people in his time and charged them for their wickedness (see Romans 2:17-23). 

 

A covenant is literally a law that is binding two parties together into a certain relationship. And it was 

sealed with both parties passing through of a cut-up animal to symbolize the seriousness of the cove-

nant. Should the covenant be broken, then the relationship will be that of the parted animal. And the 

guilty party will have to be punished for the breach of the covenant. God was speaking to these were 

Jews, being in the covenantal relationship with Him. Sadly, it was only in name. They were not true 

believers at all. Not only they knew what the covenant is all about, they even explained to others. But 

they themselves were breakers of the same covenant which they taught others. And now God is calling 

them to stop. They were not in the right spiritual condition to handle God’s Word. They needed to 

submit and repent of all their evils. 

  

Verse 17, “Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee.” (synonymous par-

allelism) 

 

Ironically, they taught the law but also despised it at the same time. And God used the word “hated” 

to describe how they were handling His law. They hated it. The word “hated” means becoming ene-

mies. They set themselves to be God’s enemies. That is how they hated His instruction. They refused 

to obey and submit to God’s Word. They put them behind. And this means that they had no regard for 

the word of God at all. They purposely go against all that the Bible is teaching them. They chose to go 

the opposite direction in rebellion towards God. How did they do it? This is answered in the next few 

verses. 

  

Verse 18, “When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker 

with adulterers.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

A thief is defined as one who had broken the eighth commandment of the Decalogue: Thou shalt not 

steal. A thief is a law breaker. And when a law enforcer or keeper saw that the law was being broken 

by a thief, the right thing to do is to confront him and take him to task with all the evidences and eye-

witness’ account. But this was not happening. These evil Jews whom God has been rebuking “con-

sentedst” with the thief. The word “consentedst” means to be pleased with and find delight in. In other 

words, instead of confronting the thief and take him to task, they agreed with him in his lawlessness 

and joined with him in his evil deed. And this goes the same towards the adulterers who were breakers 

of the seventh commandment. They had blatantly joined with sinners to go against God. 

  

Verse 19, “Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit.” (synonymous paral-

lelism) 

 

Not only the seventh and eighth commandments were broken, God also charged them for breaking the 

third commandment with their evil mouth. All Jews were supposed to bear God’s name wherever they 

go. The moment they do evil and break the law of God, they have shamed the name of God which they 

were bearing. They sinned with their mouth. Giving the mouth to evil refers to all kinds of wrong and 

immoral done through the tongue such as malice, falsehood, lies, deception, slander, gossip, spreading 

of rumours, etc. By synonymous parallelism, the evil mouth was said to also “frameth deceit.” This 

means that it is a deliberate crafting of words that lead to fraud, contempt and deception. Did they 

know the God of truth is hearing every single word that they were uttering with their evil mouth? Yet 

they do it blatantly with no holding back. They were out to do evil with their mouth. 
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 Verse 20, “Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's 

son.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Not only the seventh, eighth and third commandment were broken, now the Lord was charging the evil 

Jews for breaking the ninth commandment and also indirectly breaching the fifth commandment. The 

word “sittest” described the manner in which the evil was done towards his own brother. To sit means 

to set up an ambush. And God purposely used the example of a close relationship to describe how this 

evil was carried out. It was done not to outside people but to those who were joined closely by blood 

ties. And yet the one who has sold himself to evil will have no qualm to ambush his own blood brother 

to take advantage of him and destroy him. There is not even violent that is involved here. Only words! 

And yet it is as deadly as any form of physical abuse and violent which often happened in families 

today. 

 

By synonymous parallelism, the evil words spoken is explained as slander. The word “slander” is a 

compound word which means to give over to stumbling. In other words, to slander someone is give 

him over to ruin. But what a thing to do to one’s brother, and him who shared the same mother together. 

The inclusion of mother here is significant. It describes not just the close relationship which they shared 

together as brothers but also how they were brought together by the same mother who had taught them 

the law of God in their upbringing. And yet one of them chose to go against the mother’s instruction 

and acted against his own brother to destroy him. Is this not breaking also the fifth commandment 

which is to “honour thy father and thy mother”? To disobey them is not giving honour to them. 

  

Verse 21, “These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether 

such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes.” (antithetic 

parallelism) 

 

When these evil Jews were breaking all these commandments, God did not take them to task immedi-

ately. He did not judge them straightaway which He could. He chose to keep silent. Instead of thanking 

God for His mercy by giving them time to repent, they took Him for granted. Not only that, they even 

concluded wrongly about their knowledge of God. They turned Him into someone who is happy as 

long as they give their tithes and offerings faithfully. As long as a sacrifice is brought before the altar 

table, God would not care whether they rob or steal from others. All other matters especially sins, God 

can close a blind eye to them. Is this what they are really thinking of God? It is unthinkable and unbe-

lieveable, isn’t it? Yet this is true because God has said it as He knew the hearts of men. 

 

And therefore God said to them, “… but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes.” 

The silence of God will not last forever. One day, God will break His silence and showed to these evil 

men no mercy at all. He will reprove them. The word “reprove” means to make right or correct. All 

the wrong which they had done will be exposed. And God will correct all their wrongs and exposed 

them for all to see. No stone will be left unturned. Everything will be exposed, one by one. This is 

what it means to “set them in order before thine eyes.” They will see their own wickedness very clearly 

and be shamed thoroughly. God will not keep silent anymore. When He speaks, it means judgment has 

come and the time of repentance is over. Why wait till then? The time to repent is now. The warning 

to the evil Jews is also a warning to us who professed to be believers. Are we also like these evil Jews 

who paid lip service to God, and thinking we can get away with our sins even though we paid our dues 

in all the externals found in worship like being present in worship service, prayer meeting, giving our 

tithes and offerings and even serving in some ministries. But our hidden heart is corrupted and full of 

evil and unbelief. Is that us? Hear still the warning that comes from God in the next verse. 
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Verse 22, “Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to 

deliver.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The word “now” means more than talking about the present. It is a sign of an appeal. God is appealing 

to His erring people to repent. What a merciful God He is, not willing that any should perish but come 

to repentance and salvation! Literally we can render it this way, “I pray you, consider this…” God is 

appealing to His people to consider all that He has put forth to them. The word “consider” means to 

understand and deal wisely. God will not falsely accuse them for what they did not do. In fact, God 

has dealt with areas which are not easily seen outwardly. It is the hidden part of man which he has 

already exposed. The only way now is to confess and repent of their sins. They had forgotten God for 

so long. It is time for them to wake up to their spiritual senses and remember God for who He really 

is. Judgment is coming soon. Will they make it or not? There is no time to waste because when judg-

ment really come, God said that they will be “torn in pieces and there will be none to deliver.” Although 

this is figurative speaking, the warning is clear that when God comes to judge, who will be able to 

stand before Him? They will be found guilty and be thrown into the Lake of Fire to be torment for 

eternity. And there is no turning back. The grace period is forever over. No amount of sincere pleading 

and loud mourning for sin will be able to reverse the judgment. The warning is already given. The ball 

is in your court now. What will you do? God offers the solution and the way of escape. Will you take 

it? The last verse is the escape route. 

  

Verse 23, “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright 

will I shew the salvation of God.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Spurgeon wrote, “Praise is the best sacrifice; true, hearty, gracious thanksgiving from a renewed mind. 

Not the lowing of bullocks bound to the altar, but the songs of redeemed men are the music which the 

ear of Jehovah delights in. Sacrifice your loving gratitude, and God is honoured thereby.” This is so 

true, isn’t it? A soul whose life that is set in order will surely come before the Lord to praise Him with 

thanksgiving from the heart. How can it be otherwise? All that he brought with him, the sacrifices, 

tithes and offerings were presented before his God with thankful and humbled heart. When God looks 

at all that he offered, he is pleased not because of the sacrifices but because of the kind of worship that 

arose right from the heart. With such a heart, will not his life be already set aright? 

 

In order for our praise to be accepted by God, our life must be transformed first. We must live our life 

in obedience to the will and word of God. Only then will we be able to glorify God. Our life must show 

forth the evidence of the true faith that is given to us graciously by God. The “conversation” here refers 

to our course of life. The word “order” here means ordained. The life which God has given us to live 

is not to be lived according to what we want. Our life has been ordained to walk according to God’s 

will. By living such a life, God said “will I shew the salvation of God.” In other words, our life will 

not be hidden. It will be a life which others can testify saying, “truly these are the ones who had been 

walking with Jesus.” A life lived for Christ is a life which glorifies God. Will this be said of us? Today, 

Christianity is far from being walking with Christ according to His perfect Word. Today’s Christianity 

is a false Christianity that presented a false Christ that can never save anyone from his sin. Yet people 

are flocking to such a false Christianity, thinking they are on their way to heaven. They had forgotten 

the God of the Bible. The God in their own mind is a different God. The only way to reach out to them 

is we ourselves must not forget God like they are doing. We must always remember God for He is 

coming to judge very soon. We will all be judged one day, with no exception. We must always re-

member God because He wants our worship. Not a worship without the heart part. Our heart is im-

portant for God looks at the spiritual condition of our heart each time we come before His holy pres-

ence to worship Him. Guard your heart well. When this is done, your life is set aright again. And this 

is also what God wants for us as well. Our life is to be holy and well pleasing before Him. And this 

will be how we are remembering God and not forget Him. May God help us. 


